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PEEFAOE. 


Whbn  a  new  work  is  offered  to  the  public,  and,  especially,  when 
there  are  seyeral  existing  works  npon  the  subject,  it  is  expected  that 
the  author  will  state  the  reasons  which  induced  the  publication,  and 
that  he  will  give  an  outline  of  its  plan  and  character. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  an  extensive, 
accurate  and  conyenient  work  upon  the  practice  in  the  courts  of  record 
of  this  State,  is  one  that  is  greatly  desired  by  the  profession. 

Several  works  have  been  written,  and  each  of  them  has  its  merits ; 
but  no  one  of  them  has  professed  to  include  the  entire  practice  at  law, 
in  equity,  and  in  special  proceedings,  in  all  the  courts  of  record  in 
this  State. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  numerous  works,  English  and  American, 
which,  in  the  aggregate,  treat  of  the  subjects  included  in  this  work ; 
but  most  of  them  cover  the  same  ground  that  the  others  do,  so  that 
they  are  practically  duplicates.  Again,  most  of  them  omit,  altogether, 
some  of  the  most  important  subjects ;  and  they  are  all  of  them  several 
years  behind  the  statutes  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts. 

There  is  still  another  feature  of  these  works  which  deserves  notice. 
In  some  of  them  the  Code  seems  to  be  regarded  as  the  entire  system 
of  practice,  and  their  efforts  seem  to  have  been  limited  to  an  exposi- 
tion of  its  provisions.  This  view  is  proper  enough  in  one  aspect,  but 
it  is,  nevertheless,  a  very  limited  view  of  a  full  system  of  practice. 

It  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  American  practice  had  its  origin  in 
the  English  courts,  and  that  th^  practice  of  the  courts  of  Queen's 
Bench,  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Exchequer,  furnished  many  of 
those  rules  of  practice  which  so  long  governed  the  practice  in  our 

oourts. 

In  this  State,  as  in  other  States  of  the  Union,  statutes  have  been 
passed,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  of  changing  or  settling  the 
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rules  of  practice,  and  the  New  York  Code  is  a  striking  and  extensive 
illustration  of  such  legislation.  But  it  is  believed  that  a  very  erro- 
neous impression  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  persons,  with  regard  to 
the  Code,  both  as  to  its  object  and  a«  to  what  it  has  affected.  It  was 
not  designed  nor  enacted  as  a  complete  system  of  practice,  for  it 
expressly  authorizes  a  resort  to  the  former  practice  whenever  its  own 
provisions  fail  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  given  case. 

Again,  the  Code  itself  is  but  a  statutory  declaration  of  principles 
and  rules,  which  were  long  ago  settled  and  acted  upon  by  the  courts ; 
and,  in  the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  plan  of  this  work,  the 
Code  has  been  r^arded  like  any  other  statute,  controlling  where  its 
terms  are  mandatory  and  express ;  but,  beyond  this,  leaving  the  old 
statutes  and  decisions  to  settle  what  is  the  present  practice. 

Ko  work  on  practice  can  be  complete  unless  it  furnishes  the  entire 
practice  as  it  now  exists,  whether  its  rules  are  given  by  statute,  or  are 
founded  upon  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  whenever  they  may  have 
been  decided. 

Such  a  work  on  practice  combines  all  the  advantages  of  the  statu- 
tory changes,  while  it  retains  the  accumulated  learning  of  the  wisest 
and  best  judges  of  the  past. 

While  thus  retaining  the  valuable  rules  of  the  past,  which  are  now 
in  force,  there  is  much  of  the  old  practice  which  has  become  obsolete, 
and  it  is,  consequently,  omitted. 

In  selecting  the  materials  for  this  work,  the  object  has  been  to 
include  all  the  statutes  and  decisions  now  in  force,  and  to  incorporate 
them  into  one  uniform  system  of  practice  which  shall  cover  the  pro- 
ceedings at  law,  in  equity,  or  in  special  proceedings. 

In  attempting  the  preparation  of  a  work  so  extensive,  the  writer 
will  find  difficulties  upon  all  sides.  He  will  not  lack  materials,  for  the 
books  are  filled  with  them ;  but  it  is  not  possible,  nor  is  it  desirable, 
to  give  all  the  decisions  that  are  now  sound  law. 

The  only  practicable  mode  of  securing  the  advantages  furnished  by 
the  authorities,  is,  to  state  clearly,  fully  and  yet  concisely,  as  many 
rules  of  practice  as  possible,  and  to  fortify  them  by  a  reference  to  a 
sufficient  number  of  late  controlling  decisions,  or  to  refer  to  some  stat- 
ute which  gives  or  declares  the  rule. 
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The  adoption  of  the  Code  neceasarilj  resulted  in  unsettling  the  prao- 
tice,  and  the  numeroas  conflicting  decisions  as  to  the  construction  of 
that  act,  were  unavoidable  under  the  circumstances.  But,  after  more 
than  twenty  years'  experience,  it  may  be  said  that  the  general  practice 
is  very  well  settled. 

Of  course  there  are,  and  there  will  continue  to  be,  disputed  and  doubt- 
ful questions  arising  for  decision  by  the  courts.  Yet  the  great  important 
principles  are  so  well  settled  that  the  practitioner  will  seldom  feel  at  a 
lofis  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

To  examine  all  the  statutes  as  well  as  aU  the  authorities,  English  and 
American,  and  to  select  such  of  them  as  shall  be  of  value  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  work  on  practice,  is  one  of  the  most  laborious  and  difficult 
of  tasks.  To  avoid  all  errors  in  selection,  and  to  prevent  any  omissions 
of  valuable  matter,  is  not  the  lot  of  any  author. 

In  some  cases  of  conflict  in  the  authorities,  it  is  very  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  the  tme  rule  is,  and,  in  such  cases,  that  rule  has  been 
adopted  which  seemed  best  sustained  by  authority,  as  well  as  in 
harmony  with  the  entire  system  of  practice  laid  down  in  this  work. 

It  is  the  author's  view  that  what  is  most  needed  in  a  practice  is  a 
uniform,  complete  and  accurate  work.  It  is  important  that  there 
should  be  a  settled  system ;  and,  even  if  some  of  the  rules  adopted  may 
seem  doubtful,  yet  if  an  entire  harmonious,  practicable  and  reliable 
system  is  laid  down,  it  is  as  much  as  can  reasonably  be  hoped  for. 

One  prominent  change  introduced  by  the  Code  was  the  adoption  of 
a  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in  all  cases,  whether  legal  or  equitable, 
when  this  was  practicable.  Under  the  former  systems,  an  action  at  law 
was  not  commenced  in  the  same  manner  a«  a  snit  in  equity,  but,  the 
Code  provides  that  a  gununons  shall  now  be  the  only  mode  of  com- 
m^icing  either  kind  of  action. 

So,  in  many  other  matters,  the  practice  is  the  same,  or  nearly  so, 
whether  the  action  be  a  legal  or  an  equitable  one.  In  all  such  instances, 
a  sin^e  explanation  serves  for  the  entire  work,  and  covers  every  case 
which  falls  within  the  rule  laid  down. 

But  there  are  some  differences  in  the  modes  of  procedure  which  can- 
not be  reconciled,  and  there  are  some  essential  features  that  cannot 
be  changed.    An  action  at  law,,  and  a  suit  in  equity,  cannot  possibly  be 
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prosecuted  in  the  eame  manner  from  the  commencement  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  action.  Yet  this  is  not  a  cause  of  confusion ;  for  when  the 
action  is  a  legal  one,  the  practice  in  legal  actions  is  adopted  so  fiEtr  as  it 
differs  from  an  equity  suit ;  and,  where  the  suit  is  an  equitable  one,  the 
equity  practice  is  to  be  pursued  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  attain  the 
end  in  view.  By  thus  securing  the  advantages  of  a  uniform,  general 
practice,  so  far  as  that  is  practicable,  and  then  dividing  and  discussing 
each  part  of  the  practice  by  itself,  all  the  advantages  of  a  full  examina- 
tion, and  of  a  convenient  arrangement  will  be  attained. 

In  those  special  proceedings  which  differ  from  the  ordinary  practice 
in  actions,  these  peculiarities  are  pointed  out  and  explained. 

In  every  branch  of  the  practice  forms  are  required,  and  these  have 
been  inserted  in  the  text  in  their  appropriate  places,  and  in  such  number 
and  variety  as  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  practitioner. 

A  careful  and  methodical  division,  and  a  convenient  arrangement  of 
the  various  parts  of  a  work  on  practice,  are  of  the  highest  value.  To 
secure  the  advantages  of  an  extensive  and  a  minute  division  of  the 
entire  subject,  and  to  arrange  in  convenient  order  the  separate  portions 
of  the  work,  it  has  been  divided  into  parts,  chapters,  articles  aud  sec- 
tions, and  by  letters  and  figures  when  a  further  subdivision  has  been 
found  convenient  in  some  particular  instance. 

To  aid  in  taking  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  entire  work,  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  several  parts  will  be  given. 

Part  1,  Addons.  Treating  of  the  nature  of  actions  generally ;  of 
the  distinction  between  legal  actions  and  equitable  suits ;  of  the  union 
of  legal  and  equitable  remedies ;  of  the  right  of  action ;  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  actions;  of  the  time  of  commencing  actions;  of  remedies 
without  actions ;  of  the  evidence  to  sustain  them ;  of  parties  to  actions ; 
of  the  place  or  court  in  which  to  sue ;  of  leave  to  sue  or  defend,  and  of 
submitting  controversies  without  action. 

Part  2,  Courts  amd  their  Officers.  Treating  of  courts  in  general ; 
of  courts  of  law ;  of  courts  of  equity ;  of  their  organization,  jurisdiction, 
and  powers ;  of  the  officers  of  the  courts ;  of  the  United  States  Courts ; 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals ;  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  of  the  County  Courts ; 
and  of  all  the  other  courts  of  record  of  this  State. 

Part  3,  Practice  considered  generally.    Treating  of  the  subject  in 
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gieneral ;  its  origin  and  history ;  of  the  practice  at  law  prior  to  1846 ; 
of  the  practice  in  equity  prior  to  1846 ;  of  the  old  practice,  and  how 
znnch  of  it  has  been  retained ;  of  the  present  practice,  and  npon  what 
it  is  founded. 

Pari  4,  Cam/mencement  of  Actions.  Treating  of  the  summons, 
its  requisites  and  forms ;  of  its  service  and  return ;  of  the  proof  of 
service;  of  appearance ;  and  of  all  the  proceedings  taken  in  the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  down  to  service  of  the  pleadings. 

Part  6,  Provisional  Bemediea.  Treating  of  1,  Arrest  and  Bail ; 
3,  Beplevin,  or  Claim  and  Delivery ;  3,  Injunction ;  4,  Attachment ;  5, 
Eeceivers ;  6,  Ne  Exea;t.  1?hese  subjects  are  all  very  fully  discussed, 
and  include* all  the  forms  required  in  actual  practice. 

Part  6,  Pleadings.  This  is  not  a  work  in  which  the  subject  of 
pleadings  is  expected  to  be  treated  of  with  great  fullness  of  detail,  and 
yet  the  principal  general  rules  of  pleadings  have  been  given,  as  well  as 
those  relating  to  complaints,  answers,  replies  or  demurrers.  The  prac- 
tice in  relation  to  pleading  has  been  minutely  explained  in  this  part  of 
the  work. 

Part  7,  Proceedings  between  pleading  cmd  ^rial.  These  proceed- 
ings are  very  numerous  and  important,  and  they  have  been  very  fully 
and  carefully  detailed. 

Part  8,  TrialSj  and  new  trials.  The  entire  subject  of  trials  has 
been  discussed  in  a  most  exhaustive  manner,  treating  of  trials  by  jury, 
by  the  courts  and  by  referees.  The  subjects  of  interlocutory  decrees, 
judgments  and  orders  form  a  part  of  this  branch  of  the  work. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  new  trials,  on  motion  or  by  appeal,  including 
the  entire  practice  which  is  to  be  followed,  has  been  very  fully 
presented. 

The  practice  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  causes  has  been  illustrated  and 
fortified  by  very  nimierous  and  important  cases,  which  meet  nearly 
every  question  that  arises  upon  the  trial  of  a  cause. 

The  preparation  for  trial,  including  the  mode  of  procuring  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  or  of  securing  their  evidence  on  commission, 
ia  very  fully  set  forth,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  procuring  documentary 
•evidence. 

Pari  9,  Costs.    The  cases  upon  this  subject  are  numerous,  and  they 
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haye  been  carefully  collected  and  arranged  for  examination.  In  no 
other  work  have  the  New  York  deciaions  been  eo  fuUy  and  accaratelj 
given. 

Part  10,  Judgment,  Treating  of  the  nature  of  judgments  and 
decrees  in  general;  of  judgments  in  legal  actions;  in  equitable  suits; 
in  litigated  actions ;  by  default ;  by  confession  ;  on  offer ;  on  interlocu- 
tory orders  or  decrees ;  of  the  mode  of  entering ;  of  amending  or 
vacating  them ;  of  the  lien  of;  satisfaction  or  discharge,  and  of  their 
revival.  The  extent  of  this  subject  forbids  more  than  a  mere  mention 
of  some  of  the  divisions  of  it.  But  it  is  intended  that  the  practitioner 
and  the  student  shall  find  here  any  information  desired  upon  this 
branch  of  the  practice. 

Part  11,  Enforcement  of  jvdgmsrUSj  decrees  or  orders.  As  this  is 
an  extensive  field,  it  will  suj95ce  to  say  that  it  treats  of  executions 
against  the  person,  or  personal  or  real  property;  of  supplementary 
proceedings ;  of  process  of  contempt ;  of  the  writ  of  assistance ;  of 
injunction ;  of  sequestration ;  of  receivers ;  of  precepts  for  costs,  etc., 
etc. 

Part  12,  Appeals,  Treating  of  appeals  in  general ;  when  an  appeal 
lies,  and  when  not ;  in  favor  of  whom ;  of  appeals  to  the  court  of 
aj^eals ;  to  the  general  term  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  to  the  general 
term  of  other  courts ;  of  appeals  from  inferior  courts  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  other  appropriate  appellate  court ;  and  from  inferior  courts 
to  the  county  courts,  etc. 

Pa/rt  18,  Motions  and  orders.  The  need  of  full  and  accurate 
information  upon  this  subject  is  familiar  to  every  practitioner  and 
student ;  and  it  is  here  supplied. 

PaH  14,  Miscellaneous  proceedings.  In  this  part  will  be  included 
those  matters  which  cannot  very  well  be  limited  to  any  one  particular 
part  of  the  work. 

Part  15,  Actions  or  proceedings  rela;tmg  to  real  estate.  This  part 
of  the  work  is  quite  extensive,  and  includes  a  discussion  of  the  practice 
as  to  actions  of  ejectment,  for  dower,  partition,  foreclosure,  waste, 
nuisance,  etc.,  etc. 

Part  16,  Actions  amd  proceedings  of  a  special  natv/re^  whether  legale 
cr  equitable.   This  part  treats  of  such  proceedings  as  certiorari,  whether 
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at  common  law  or  by  statutes ;  habeas  oorpos ;  mandamus ;  prohibition 
quo  vHMnmtOy  and  the  like  making  more  than  twenty  chapters. 

Part  17,  Actions  wnd  proceedings  in  jpaaiAofula/r  charactersj  or  hy 
and  agoMiH  parUcuLar  persons.  Such  as  actions  by  and  against  cor- 
porations, joint-stock  companies,  public  bodies,  public  officers,  partners, 
husband  and  wife,  in&nts,  etc.,  etc.,  naaking  some  twenty  chapters. 

Part  18,  Forms  of  praotiQe.  This  part  will  include  such  practice 
forms  as  may  be  deemed  useful,  and  such  as  are  not  inserted  in  the 
text  of  the  work. 

PaH  19,  Forms  qf  plecbdmgs.  Including  such  forms  as  may  be 
desirable  in  a  work  on  practice,  and  such  as  have  not  been  given  in  the 
previous  parts  of  the  work. 

Part  20,  Surrogate's  practice.  This  part  will  give  the  full  practice 
in  these  courts,  but  it  does  not  discuss  the  law  as  to  wills,  executors, 
et& 

Part  21,  The  Code  and  the  rules.  In  this  part  a  complete  Code, 
and  a  set  of  the  Bules  of  the  courts,  will  be  given  as  they  are  in  force,  at 
the  time  of  publication.  From  this  brief  sketch  it  will  be  easy  to  see 
what  may  be  expected  from  this  work. 

And  now  a  few  words  as  to  the  citation  of  authorities  and  statutes. 
The  court  of  appeals  reports  are  dted  by  both  the  number  of  the  New 
York  series,  and  by  the  abbreviated  name  of  the  reporter.  The 
Revised  Statutes  are  cited  from  Edmond's  second  edition,  and  the 
original  paging  of  the  first  edition.  The  Session  Laws  are  cited  by 
the  year,  chapter  and  section,  and  by  a  reference  to  them  in  Edmond's 
General  Statutes.  In  preparing  this  work,  most  of  the  English  works 
on  practice  have  been  consulted,  as  well  as  many  of  the  American 
works  upon  the  subject.  In  all  of  them  there  have  been  found  valuable 
suggestions,  and  they  have  all  been  used  as  digests  in  referring  to  the 
decisions  or  the  statutes.  To  mention  those  works  which  have  been 
deemed  most  usefal  would  seem  like  expressing  an  undue  preference,  or 
exhibiting  some  partiaUty,  and  for  that  reason  no  works  however  much 
esteemed  will  be  mentioned  by  name. 

In  selecting  the  materials  for  this  work,  the  reports  and  statutes  have 
been  mainly  relied  on.  As  the  author's  set  of  New  York  reports  is  so 
completely  annotated  that  every  case  has  a  note  referring  to  every  sub- 
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sequent  case  in  which  it  is  mentioned  in  an  opinion,  the  number  of  ref- 
erences will  be  seen  to  be  almost  unlimited.  The  invariable  rule  has 
been  to  state  the  rule  from  the  latest  and  most  authoritative  dedsions, 
and  to  cite  just  sufficient  cases  to  establish  the  rule,  leaving  the  reader 
to  consult  the  digests  or  codes  for  a  collection  of  all  the  authorities. 

In  selecting  the  forms  of  practice,  those  prepared  by  ^.  C.  Moak, 
Esq.,  were  examined,  and  some  of  them  have  been  used.  The  legal 
learning  and  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Moak  adds  to  the  reliability  of  these 
forms. 

In  preparing  the  text  of  the  work,  I  have  been  assisted  by  some  gen- 
tlemen of  learning  and  industry,  and  I  cannot  let  this  occasion  pass 
without  mentioning  their  names.  Mr.  Edwin  Baylies,  Mr.  0.  Theo- 
dore Boone,  and  Mr.  Clayton  M.  Parke,  counselors  at  law,  have  materi- 
ally aided  in  collecting  and  preparing  the  materials  for  the  work. 

The  amount  of  labor  bestowed  upon  the  preparation  of  these  vol- 
umes will  not  be  appreciated  by  any  one  except  those  who  have  per- 

> 

formed  a  similar  task.  But,  if  it  shall  prove  a  safe  guide  for  the  stu- 
dent, a  ready  hand-book  for  the  profession,  and  a  convenient  and  useful 
assistant  to  the  judges,  the  author  will  have  achieved  all  that  he 
attempted. 

Should  any  member  of  the  bench  or  the  bar  discover  omissions  or 
inaccuracies  in  the  work,  a  mention  of  the  fact  will  be  most  welcome, 
and  in  a  second  edition  will  be  carefully  carried  out,  with  all  other  pos^ 

sible  improvements. 

WILLIAM  WAIT. 
ALBAiirr,  Jvms  30,  1872. 
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P  ART   I.    • 

ACTIONS. 

IN  WHICH  ACTIONS  ARE  CONSIDERED  GENERALLY, 
AND  IN  THEIR  RELATIONS  TO  REMEDIES,  WHETHER 
LEGAL  OR  EQUITABLE. 

CHAPTER  I. 

THE  NATURE  OF  ACTIONS. 

9 

I  ARTICLE  I. 

I 

I  THE  KECESSITY  FOB  ACTIONS   AND  THEIB  OBIGIN. 

Sectton  1.  Laws ;  their  nature  and  objects.  In  every  condition 
of  civilized  society  there  must  be  some  customs,  rules,  or  princi- 
ples, by  which  rights  may  be  investigated,  duties  or  liabilities 
declared,  controversies  determined,  and  remedies  enforced. 

Among  the  a4vantages  to  be  derived  from  entering  into  society 

are  those  of  protection  of  person,  and  the  security  of  property  ; 

'  and,  therefore,  men  have  a  right,  and  they  are  in  some  degree 

compelled,  to  apply  to  the  public  authorities  for  redress  when 

lights  are  withheld,  or  injuries  have  been  committed. 

The  natural  right  of  individuals  to  redress  wrongs,  or  to  take 
the  law  into  their  own  hands,  cannot  exist  in  a  well-organized 
state  of  society,  except  in  a  few  instances ;  and  the  general  rule 
is,  that  all  rights  must  be  declared,  and  all  remedies  enforced  by 
the  proper  tribunals  in  accordance  with  settled  principles  and 
the  forms  of  law. 

The  elements  or  principles  of  a  system  of  laws  may  be  com- 
paratively simple  in  form,  and  few  in  number,  when  considered 
with  reference  to  their  origin  in  an  early  stage  of  society ;  but,  as 
the  wants  of  society  increase,  the  system  will  expand  until  it 
extends  to  and  includes  every  case  which,  according  to  justice, 
and  the  public  interest,  requires  consideration. 

It  is  one  of  the  great  merits  and  advantages  of  the  common  law^ 
that,  instead  of  a  series  of  detailed  practical  rules,  established  by 
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positive  provisions,  and  adapted  to  the  precise  circumstances  of 
particular  cases,  which  would  become  ol)solete  and  fail,  when  the 
practice  and  course  of  business,  to  which  they  apply,  should 
cease  or  change,  the  common  law  consists  of  a  few  broad  and 
comprehensive  principles,  founded  on  reason,  natural  justice, 
and  enlightened  public  policy,  modified  and  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  all  the  particular  cases  which  fall  within  it.  These 
general  principles  of  equity  and  policy  are  rendered  precise, 
specific,  and  adapted  to  practical  use,  by  usage,  which  is  the 
proof  of  their  general  fitness  and  common  convenience,  but  still 
more  so  by  judicial  exposition;  so  that,  when,  in  a  course  of 
judicial  proceeding,  by  tribunals  of  the  highest  authority,  the 
general  rule  has  been  modified,  limited  and  applied,  according 
to  particular  cases,  such  judicial  exposition,  when  well  settled 
and  acquiesced  in,  becomes  itself  a  precedent,  and  forms  a  rule  of 
law  for  future  cases,  under  like  circumstances. 

The  effect  of  this  expansive  and  comprehensive  character  of 
the  common  law  is,  that  while  it  has  its  foundations  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  natural  justice,  and  that  general  convenience 
which  is  public  policy  ;  although  these  general  considerations 
would  be  too  vague  and  uncertain  for  practical  purposes,  in  the 
various  and  complicated  cases,  of  daily  occurrence,  in  the  business 
of  an  active  community  ;  yet  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  so  far 
as  cases  have  arisen,  and  practices  actually  grown  up,  are  ren- 
dered, in  a  good  degree,  precise  and  certain,  for  practical  purposes, 
by  usage  and  judicial  precedent.  Another  consequence  of  this 
expansive  character  of  the  common  law  is,  that  when  new  practi- 
ces spring  up,  new  combinations  of  facts  arise,  and  cases  are  pre- 
sented for  which  there  is  no  precedent  in  judicial  decision,  they 
must  be  governed  by  the  general  principle,  applicable  to  cases 
most  nearly  analogous,  but  modified  and  adapted  to  new  cir- 
cumstances, by  considerations  of  fitness  and  propriety,  of  reason 
and  justice,  which  grow  out  of  those  circumstances. 

The  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  law  is,  that,  when  a  new 
practice  or  a  new  course  of  business  arises,  the  rights  and  duties 
of  parties  are  not  without  a  law  to  govern  them ;  the  general  con- 
siderations of  reason,  justice,  and  policy,  which  underlie  the  par- 
ticular rules  of  the  common  law,  will  still  apply,  modified  and 
adapted,  by  the  same  considerations,  to  the  new  circumstances* 
If  these  are  such  as  give  rise  to  controversy  and  litigation,  they 
soon,  like  previous  cases,  come  to  be  settled  by  judicial  exposition, 
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and  the  principles  thus  settled  soon  come  to  have  the  effect  of 
precise  and  practical  rules.  Norway  Plams  Co.  v.  Boston  and 
Maine  BaUroad,  1  Gray,  263,  267,  268 ;  BeU  v-  The  Staie,  1  Swan. 
(Tenn.)  42. 

With  the  advancing  state  of  society,  new  questions  are  con- 
stantly arising  for  decision,  and  the  courts  adapt  the  practice 
and  course  of  proceedings  to  the  existing  condition  of  things, 
Instead  of  adhering  to  forms  and  rules  which  were  established 
under  different  circumstances ;  and  they  do  not  decline  the  en- 
forcement of  rights  or  the  administration  of  justice,  because  there 
is  no  remedy  according  to  the  old  forms  or  rules.  WaUworth  v. 
HdU,  4  Mylne  &  Craig,  635. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  courts  proceed  is,  that  the  com- 
mon law  does  not  mould  the  habits,  the  manners,  and  the  tran- 
sactions of  mankind  to  inflexible  rules,  but  adapts  itself  to 
the  business  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  keeps  x>a.ce 
with  the  improvements  of  the  age.  Lyle  v.  Bicha/rds^  9  Serg.  & 
Rawle,  351. 

Our  system  of  common-law  rules  and  of  equitable  principles 
consists  of  the  accumulations  of  several  centuries,  as  is  entirely 
evident^  when  it  is  remembered  that  so  much  of  our  law  is  derived 
from  that  of  England.  So  extensive,  so  complicated,  so  useful, 
and  so  practical  a  system  could  not  be  the  work  of  one  man,  nor  of 
one  nation,  nor  even  of  one  age.  Its  vast  collection  of  adjudged 
cases  is  the  growth  of  centuries ;  and,  from  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  decisions  in  the  early  times,  the  number  has 
constantly  increased,  and  the  system  of  jurisprudence  has  expan- 
ded from  time  to  time  as  the  constantly  recurring  demands  of 
men  have  presented  questions  to  the  tribunals  for  decision,  until 
the  result  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  legal  and 
equitable  jurisprudence  which  is  adequate  to  the  demands  or 
the  necessities  of  a  great  commercial  nation. 

In  the  construction  of  this  system  the  courts  were  constantly 
in  the  habit  of  applying  to  new  combinations  of  circumstances 
those  rules  of  law  which  were  to  be  found  in  judicial  precedents, 
or  in  works  treating  of  legal  principles ;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
attaining  uniformity,  consistency,  and  certainty,  those  rules  or 
principles,  unless  clearly  unreasonable,  or  inconsistent,  were 
applied  in  all  cases  as  they  arose.  But,  notwithstanding  the 
great  number  and  variety  of  decisions,  there  always  have  been, 
and  there  are  now,  cases  constantly  occurring  which  are  new  in 
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principle,  or  of  first  impression.  So,  too,  there  are  cases  which, 
though  not  new  in  principle,  yet  present  questions  which  have 
never  been  determined.  In  all  such  cases,  the  courts  avaU  them- 
selves of  the  vast  collections  of  principles  which  have  been  settled 
as  law,  and  then  from  the  analogies  of  the  law,  and  the  reason  and 
justice  of  the  case,  they  decide  in  such  manner  as  will  best  sub- 
serve the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  the  public  interests,  if  such 
decision  should  be  followed  as  a  precedent. 

In  addition  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  the  legislature  has' 
enacted  a  vast  system  of  statute  law,  in  relation  to  rights  and 
remedies.  It  is  from  this  extensive  system  of  legal  and  equitable 
jurisprudence,  and  from  the  various  statutes  of  the  State,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  courts  is  to  be  obtained.  And 
whfle  engaged  in  the  study  of  that  practice,  it  will  be  constantly 
borne  in  mind,  that  many  of  its  rules  are  statutory  enactments, 
instead  of  being  principles  established  by  the  decisions  of  the 
courts.  Yet,  whenever  the  statute  has  not  provided  a  rule,  the 
courts  are  at  liberty  to  resort  to  the  decisions,  for  materials  to 
supply  the  defect. 

In  the  creation  or  establishment  of  laws,  it  is  the  province  of 
the  legislature  to  determine  what  is  best  for  the  public  good,  and 
to  provide  for  it  by  proper  enactments.  The  province  of  the 
judge  is  to  expound  the  law,  instead  of  making  it.  The  written 
law  he  is  to  ascertain  from  the  statutes  ;  and  the  unwritten  law  he 
is  to  find  in  the  decisions  of  his  predecessors,  and  of  the  existing 
courts,  or  from  the  text-writers  of  acknowledged  authority, 
and  upon  the  principles  which  are  clearly  to  be  deduced  from 
them  by  sound  reason  and  just  inference. 

Section  2.  Nature  and  definition  of  actions.  Whenever  a  per- 
son believes  that  he  is  about  to  be  injured  by  the  act  of  another, 
or,  when  he  feels  that  an  injury  has  already  been  done,  he  will 
naturally  adopt  the  most  effective  means  of  preventing  or  remov- 
ing the  injury,  or  of  redressing  the  wrong  committed ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  the  party  against  whom  the  claim  is  made  will 
desire  to  know  whether  he  can  successfully  resist  the  demand, 
and  by  what  means  ;  and,  for  these  purposes,  each  party,  whether 
complainant  or  defendant,  must,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  legal 
advisers,  carefully  consider  the  law  affecting  the  asserted  right, 
and  the  nature  of  the  injury  or  offense,  and  the  remedies  or 
punishments,  before  any  steps  can  properly  be  taken,  whether 
precautionary,  offensive  or  defensive,  or  the  result  may  be  a 
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eeiions  error  by  which  lie  may  become  a  wrong-doer,  or  may  lose 
all  means  of  redress,  or  may  waive  a  good  defense  in  conse- 
quence of  his  injudicious  proceedings  or  omissions. 

The  general  nature  of  an  action  is  thus  explained  by  an  elegant 
vrriter  on  the  laws  and  constitution  of  England :  ^^  A  person  (let 
us  supxx>8e)  who  has  a  cause  of  action,  either  in  a  right  detained, 
or  an  injury  done,  is  determined  to  bring  his  action ;  and,  by  his 
attorney,  takes  out  process  against  the  party  complained  of;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  party  complained  of  (whom  we  call  the 
defendant),  either  puts  in  common  or  special  bail^  as  the  case 
requires.  The  defendant  being  thus  secured,  the  -plsLintiS declareSy 
in  proper  form,  the  nature  of  his  case.  The  defendant  answers 
this  declaration ;  and  the  charge  and  defense,  by  due  course  of 
pleading^  are  brought  to  one  or  more  plain  simple  facts.  These 
&cts,  arising  out  of  the  pleadings,  and  thence  called  issues^  come 
next  to  be  tried  by  a  jury.  The  jury  having  heard  the  evidence 
upon  the  issue  before  them  find  (we  will  suppose)  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff.  On  that  verdict,  2i,jvdgment  is  afterward  entered. 
The  plaintiff's  costs  of  suit  are  then  taxed,  by  the  officer  of  the 
court,  and  the  judgment  is  put  in  execviion^  by  levying  on  the 
defendant's  effects  the  damages  given  by  the  jury,  and  the  costs 
allowed  by  the  court ;  which  being  done  there  is  an  end  of  the 
suit,  and  both  parties  are  once  more  out  of  court." 

The  explanation  just  given  relates  to  an  action  at  law,  and  in 
some  respects  it  differs  from  a  description  of  a  suit  in  equity,  yet 
it  serves  to  point  out  the  essential  features  of  all  civil  actions. 

The  most  general  division  of  actions  is  usually  that  of  civil  and 
criminal,  but  since  the  latter  kind  of  action  does  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  work,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  that  subject. 
See  Code,  §§  4,  5,  7. 

Civil  actions  have  heretofore  been  divided  into  legal,  and 
equitable ;  the  former  being  such  as  are  cognizable  by  courts  of 
law,  and  the  latter  such  as  are  peculiar  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
courts  of  equity.  In  this  State  there  are  no  separate  courts  of 
law  and  of  equity,  and  all  remedies,  legal  or  equitable,  are  admin- 
istered by  the  same  courts  or  judges,  accoi^ing  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  particular  case,  although  the  mode  of  procedure 
may  differ  according  to  the  relief  or  remedy  desired. 

A  dvil  action  is  a  legal  prosecution,  in  an  appropriate  court, 
by  a  party  complainant,  against  a  party  defendant,  to  obtain  the 
judgment  of  that  court  in  relation  to  some  right  claimed  to  be 
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(secured,  or  some  remedy  claimed  to  be  given,  by  law,  to  the  party 
complaining.  In  every  civil  action,  legally  prosecuted,  there 
must  be  a  court  having  jurisdiction,  or  it  will  not  be  an  appro- 
priate court ;  there  must  be  a  party  complaining,  who  brings  the 
action  before  that  court ;  there  must  be  a  party  who  is  charged 
with  doing  or  omitting  to  do  something,  for  which  he  is  brought 
into  court ;  and  there  must  be  a  subject-matter  of  litigation ; 
and,  upon  the  whole  case  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  to  be 
determined  by  a  decision  or  judgment  of  the  court.  See  also 
the  cases  cited  in  2  Wait's  Law  and  Pract.  40 ;  Wait's  Code,  §2. 

A  civil  action  is  one  prosecuted  for  the  establishment  or 
recovery  of  a  right,  or  the  prevention  of  a  wrong,  or  the  redress 
of  an  injury.  It  may  be  instituted  by  governments,  corpora- 
tions or  individuals,  to  enforce  any  remedy  or  secure  any  relief 
which  the  law  gives  to  a  complainant  against  a  defendant. 

The  term  "action"  includes  all  the  proceedings  from  its  com- 
mencement to  its  termination ;  and,  therefore,  the  proceeding  is 
called  an  action  until  the  rendition  of  the  decision,  decree  or 
judgment ;  but  it  is  not  so  called  after  that  time. 

A  distinction  is  sometimes  made  by  applying  the  term ' '  action ' ' 
to  proceedings  at  law,  and  "  suit"  to  those  in  equity ;  and  the 
familiar  expression  is,  "  an  action  at  law,"  or,  "a  suit  in  equity." 

At  the  common  law  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  land,  with- 
out damages,  was  called  a  real  action. 

An  action  for  the  recovery  of  some  specific  personal  property, 
wrongfully  withheld  by  the  defendant  from  the  plaintiff,  or  for 
a  compensation  in  money  for  an  injury  sustained,  which  com- 
pensation is  technically  called  damages,  was  called  a  personal 
action. 

An  action  for  the  recovery  of  real  estate  and  damages  for  its 
illegal  detention  was  called  a  mixed  auction. 

At  common  law,  an  action  ex  coniractu  is  one  which  arises 
on  contract,  and  is  brought  for  the  recovery  of  damages,  or  of  a 
thing  which  belongs  to  the  plaintiff.  These  actions  were  account, 
assumpsit,  covenant  and  debt.  » 

A  personal  action,  ex  delicto^  was  for  the  redress  of  a  wrong 
unconnected  with  contract,  and  the  actions  were  case,  trover, 
detinue,  replevin  and  trespass. 

A  local  action  is  one  which  must  be  brought  in  some  particular 
locality,  whether  that  place  be  fixed  by  common  law  or  by 
statute. 
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A  transitory  action  is  one  which  may  be  brought  in  any 
county  which  the  plaintiff  may  prefer. 

An  action  in  personam  is  one  in  which  the  proceedings  are 
against  the  person  in  contradistinction  to  those  against  specific 
things  or  in  rem.  An  action  in  rem  is  one  instituted  against  the 
thing  in  contradistinction  to  personal  actions,  which  are  said  to 
be  in  personam. 

In  this  brief  explanation  of  the  nature  of  actions,  the  discussion 
has  been  limited  to  such  matters  as  pertain  to  the  practice,  as 
distinguished  from  a  study  of  the  general  rules  of  law,  or  the 
principles  of  equity.  It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that 
this  omission  rests  upon  the  ground  that  the  latter  study  is  not 
deemed  important.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  student  at  all 
times  remember  that  his  only  hope  of  eminent  success  in  his 
profession  must  be  founded  upon  the  possession  of  a  profound, 
an  accurate,  and  an  available  knowledge  of  all  the  general  rules 
of  the  common  law,  and  of  the  principles  of  equity. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OF   SOME   OP  THE   PRINCIPAL  DISTINCTIONS  BETWEEN 
LEGAL  ACTIONS,  AND  EQUITABLE  SUITS, 


ARTICLE  I. 

LEGAL  ACTIONS. 

Seetion  1.  In  generaL  Legal  rules  and  principles  mtist  be 
expressed  in  general  terms,  and,  therefore,  it  mnst  sometimes 
happen  that  there  are  cases  within  the  words  but  not  within  the 
reason  or  the  spirit  of  the  rule ;  while  there  are  other  cases 
within  the  meaning  but  not  within  the  words  of  it.  The  reason 
of  this  is  evident  on  the  slightest  examination,  since  it  will  read- 
ily be  conceded  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  foresee  or  pro- 
vide for  the  endless  series  of  complicated  occurrences  which 
must  take  place  in  society.  And,  whenever  a  case  occurs  which 
does  not  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  general  rules,  there  is  a 
defect  to  be  supplied,  or  injustice  must  result  from  that  cause. 
In  many  of  these  cases,  courts  of  equity  have  devised  and 
applied  such  rules  as  a  reasonable  and  just  man  would  have 
provided  had  he  foreseen  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  had 
he  authority  to  establish  a  rule  for  it.  In  some  cases  the  legisla- 
ture have  enacted  laws  designed  to  provide  remedies  or  rules  in 
which  the  common  law  was  found  to  be  deficient. 

The  remedies  afforded  by  the  common-law  courts  are  limited 
by  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  which,  as  a  general  thing,  are 
fixed  and  unbending ;  and  one  of  the  settled  maxims  of  that  system 
is,  that  a  decided  point  furnishes  the  rule  for  future  sintiilar 
cases.  In  addition  to  this,  the  character  of  the  process,  plead- 
ings, mode  of  trial,  and  the  judgment  all  tend  to  reduce  the  ap- 
plication of  remedial  justice  to  the  enforcement  of  these  fixed 
rules,  instead  of  attempting  to  investigate  the  complicated 
equities  which  exist  in  so  many  cases,  and  in  which  no  adequate 
relief  is  to  be  obtained  except  through  equitable  interference. 
From  this  general  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  one  of  the  dis 
tinguishing  features  of  common-law  remedies  is,  that  they  are 
usually  unattainable  except  by  the  application  of  fixed,  distinct 
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rales,  throngli  the  aid  of  a  court,  which  seeks  to  apply  and  en- 
force these  general  roles  to  all  cases,  instead  of  investigating  and 
securing  any  peculiar  equities  which  may  exist  in  some  partic- 
ular case  or  class  of  cases. 

This  system,  which  may  seem  harsh  in  some  of  its  aspects, 
has,  nevertheless,  one  very  valuable  feature,  and  that  is,  it  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  important  end  of  securing  certainty 
and  uniformity  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  a  result  which 
is  invaluable  to  a  commercial  people. 

Section  2.  Legal  actions  relate  to  some  act  done  or  omitted.  It  is 
the  object  of  the  law  to  give  a  remedy  in  every  case  which  justly 
requires  it  For  this  purpose  the  whole  body  of  the  law  was  cre- 
ate ;  and  every  important  right  is  so  guarded  by  familiar  and 
public  laws  that  each  person  may  know  what  those  rights  are, 
and  what  remedy  is  afforded  for  an  invasion  of  them.  Every 
person  is  bound  to  know  the  general  rules  of  the  law  or  to  submit 
to  the  consequences  resulting  from  his  ignorance,  or  his  infringe- 
ment of  them.  He  who  wrongfully  invades  the  possession  of 
his  neighbor  must  respond  in  damages  corresponding  to  the  in- 
jury done.  So  he  who  inexcusably  breaks  a  valid  contract 
must  make  good  the  loss  which  the  other  party  sustains  in 
consequence. 

In  these  cases,  it  will  be  observed,  the  law  does  not  interfere 
until  after  the  wrongful  act  has  been  committed,  and  it  then 
holds  the  wrong-doer  accountable  for  the  damages  resulting  from 
his  acts.  The  whole  remedy  consists  in  compensation  to  the 
injured  party  by  way  of  damages  assessed  against  the  party  in 
the  wrong.  The  coercive  i)ower  of  the  law  is  limited  in  its  in- 
fluence upon  the  parties,  by  declaring  that  every  violator  of  its 
principles  must  respond  in  such  damages  as  may  be  legally 
assessed  against  him,  and  enforced  against  his  property  or  his 
person.  It  is  by  virtue  of  this  system  that  most  wrongful  acts 
are  prevented,  and  most  contracts  are  performed,  for  the  remedy 
by  way  of  damages  is  a  most  effective  one  when  properly  ad- 
ministered. Beyond  this  species  of  remedy,  the  common  law 
does  not,  as  a  general  rule,  extend ;  and,  where  a  party  would 
prevent  the  commission  of  a  wrong,  or  would  compel  the  spe- 
cific performance  of  a  contract,  by  means  of  the  process  of  the 
courts,  he  must  resort  to  a  court  of  equity,  where  such  remedies 
are  one  of  the  ])eculiar  features  of  the  system.  In  some  peculiar 
cases,  a  resort  to  a  court  of  equity  is  to  be  preferred,  because 
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no  damages  probably  attainable  would  be  as  valuable  as  the 
equitable  relief  which  is  certain,  if  sought.  But,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  courts  of  law  are  adequate  to  all  the  emergencies  of 
the  case,  and  they  enforce  most  of  the  remedies  which  parties 
seek  through  the  interposition  of  the  courts. 

Section  3.  Compensation  in  damages^  or  not  at  all.  As  has  just 
been  seen,  the  law  gives  damages  for  past  injuries.  But,  beyond 
this  relief,  a  common-law  court  does  not  go,  for  it  will  not  interfere 
to  prevent  the  violation  of  a  right.  It  wiU  give  damages  for  the 
breach  of  a  contract,  but  a  court  of  equity  will  do  more,  it  will 
anticipate  the  event,  and  restrain  a  person  who  merely  shows  an 
intention  to  break  his  agreement.  It  is  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  damages  for  past  acts  would  be*so  small  as  not  to  alBfbrd  an 
adequate  remedy,  that  the  powers  of  a  court  of  equity  are  in- 
valuable. In  one  of  these  classes  of  cases  the  relief  obtained  is 
remedial,  in  the  other  it  is  preventive,  or,  in  other  words,  in  one 
case  it  is  legal,  in  the  other  equitable.  Where  these  courts  are 
separate,  it  is  a  general  rule  that  neither  court  wiU  usurp  the 
functions  of  the  other.  And  therefore  if  the  injury  complained 
of  be  completed,  so  that  compensation  alone  can  be  awarded,  a 
court  of  equity  will  not  interfere,  even  though  it  might,  in  its 
discretion,  have  power  to  do  so. 

So,  on  the  other  hand  a  court  of  law  will  not  entertain  an  ap- 
plication where  no  breach  of  contract  has  occurred,  or  no 
wrongful  act  has  been  done,  even  though  it  has  power  to  issue 
an  injunction  under  some  circumstances. 

In  those  States  in  which  legal  and  equitable  remedies  are  en- 
forced by  the  same  court,  some  of  these  distinctions  may  seem  to 
be  of  no  importance,  and  yet  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  mode 
of  proceeding  which  is  to  be  adopted  must  be  legal  or  equitable 
as  the  case  may  require,  as  will  be  fully  explained  elsewhere. 

Section  4.  Affords  no  relief  outside  of  the  general  rnles.  At  com- 
mon law,  simplicity  and  certainty  in  the  practice  is  a  prominent 
object,  and,  while  the  rules  are  so  general  as  to  be  readily  applied 
to  the  facts  of  each  particular  case,  yet  they  cannot  be  so  ex- 
tended or  varied  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  system  so  com- 
plicated as  some  of  the  remedies  afforded  by  a  court  of  equity. 
And  it  is,  therefore,  a  general  rule,  that  the  common-law  courts 
do  not  afford  any  relief  outside  of  its  general  system  of  legal 
remedies.  If  other  relief  is  sought,  a  different  court  must  fur- 
nish it,  or  the  party  may  be  remediless. 
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At  common  law,  the  judgments  are  unifonn,  simple  and  invari- 
able, according  to  the  nature  of  the  action.  In  equity,  the  relief 
is  modified  to  suit  all  the  exigencies  of  the  case  fully  and  cir- 
cumstantially ;  authoritative  and  binding  declarations  are  made 
concerning  the  rights  alleged  ;  specific*  things  are  directed  to  be 
mutually  done  or  permitted ;  and  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by 
the  numerous  parties  is  points  out,  although  such  parties  may 
sustain  relations  of  widely  different  characters,  or  be  influenced 
by  interests  of  a  conflicting  or  important  nature. 

Section  5.  Do  not  compel  specific  performance  of  contracts.  This 
subject  has  already  been  alluded  to,  but  it  is  important  that  the 
student  should  understand  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the 
powers  of  courts  of  law,  and  of  equity,  if  he  would  act  intelli- 
gently in  the  pursuit  of  remedies. 

There  is  no  class  of  cases,  perhaps,  in  which  the  want  of  power 
in  a  common-law  court  is  more  seriously  felt,  than  in  this  one  re- 
lating to  the  performance  of  contracts.  In  many  cases,  such  a 
performance  in  good  faith,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
party  who  asks  that  it  be  carried  out.  His  plans  and  other  con- 
tracte  may  have  been  based  upon  its  due  execution,  and  his  lia- 
bilities to  others,  as  well  as  other  consequent  losses,  may  be  such 
that  no  damages  which  would  be  given  would  make  good. 
There  are  some  instances,  in  which  the  contract  relates  to  the 
personal  conduct  of  a  party,  which  no  court  will  undertake  to 
require  to  be  literally  performed,  as  a  contract  to  sing  at  a  theater, 
or  write  a  book,  or  keep  an  inn,  or  build  a  house,  for  the  reason 
that  no  degree  of  compulsion  which  the  court  could  exercise 
would  secure  the  desired  result.  But  if  the  contract  contains  a 
negative  clause,  such  as  an  agreement  not  to  sing  at  any  other 
theater,  or  not  to  write  books  for  others  or  the  like,  there  a 
court  of  equity  wiU  interfere  by  restraining  the  party  from  vio- 
lating the  negative  clause.  But  in  all  such  cases  a  court  of  law 
would  be  powerless  except  to  give  damages  for  the  breach  of 
the  contract.  The  student  will  recollect  that  these  remarks 
treat  the  matter  as  though  there  were  separate  courts  of  law 
and  equity,  instead  of  a  single  court  which  exercises  the  powers 
of  both  those  courts. 

Section  6.  Does  not  prevent  the  commission  of  wrongs.  For 
injuries  to  real  estate,  the  common-law  actions  of  trespass,  waste, 
nuisance,  and  the  like,  are  the  remedies  usually  sought.  But, 
where  the  injury,  if  once  done,  would  be  irreparable,  courts  of 
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equity  sometimes  interfere  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the 
wrongfal  act,  and  this  relief  a  court  of  common  law  cannot  grant. 
Any  exception  to  this  rule  will  be  found  to  have  a  statutory 
origin. 

Section  7.  Not  adapted  to  complicated  equitable  cases.  It  is  the 
tendency  of  any  system  of  mere  legal  principles,  when  reduced 
to  a  practical  application,  to  fail  of  effecting  such  justice  between 
party  and  party  as  the  special  circumstances  of  a  case  may 
require,  by  reason  of  the  minuteness  and  inflexibility  of  its  rules 
and  the  inability  of  the  judges  to  adapt  its  remedies  to  the 
necessities  of  the  controversy  under  consideration.  And  it  is 
accordingly  found,  that  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  when 
reduced  to  practice,  sometimes  become  the  means  of  injustice 
in  cases  in  which  special  equitable  circumstances  exist,  which 
the  court  cannot  take  cognizance  of  because  of  the  precise 
nature  of  common-law  principles,  their  inflexible  character,  and 
the  technical  rules  of  pleadings  and  practice  which  were  de- 
signed for  no  remedies  except  such  as  the  common  law  afforded. 
To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  and  to  prevent  injustice,  the 
flexible,  convenient  and  just  system  of  equitable  remedies 
was  devised,  until  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  but  few,  if 
anv,  cases,  in  which  the  courts  will  not  furnish  all  proper 
relief,  in  some  form,  if  appUed  for  in  due  time  and  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Section  8.  Powers  of  the  court  terminate  with  the  judgment^  and 
its  enforcement.  At  common  law,  a  flnal  judgment,  when  once 
entered,  exhausts  the  powers  of  the  court,  except  in  the  way  of 
proceedings  to  review  or  reverse  it.  There  is  no  power  to  open 
the  judgment  for  the  mere  purpose  of  rendering  a  different 
judgment  upon  the  same  facts,  or  for  the  incorporation  of  facts 
not  noticed  upon  the  rendition  of  the  judgment.  If  the  judgment 
was  regular  and  legal  upon  the  facts  established,  the  judgment 
is  final  and  conclusive.  If  it  was  irregular,  or  illegal,  the  remedy 
is  by  way  of  proceedings  to  obtain  its  reversal.  And  even  an 
action  will  not  lie  at  common  law  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
some  relief  or  remedy  to  which  the  party  was  entitled,  but 
which  he  neglected  to  present  before  the  rendition  of  the  previous 
judgment. 

Courts  of  ^uity  exercise  much  greater  powers  for  the  purpose 
of  modifying  their  decrees,  or  for  their  impeachment  when  they 
are  not  such  as  justice  and  equity  would  sustain. 
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Section  9.  Extension  of  remedies  by  common  law.  The  extension 
of  remedies  by  the  common  law  is  not  by  devising  new  rnles  or 
principles,  bnt  by  the  application  of  existing  rules  to  new  com- 
binations of  &cts,  .or  to  new  cases  which  ought  to  be  included  in 
the  settled  rule.  And,  in  the  multiplicity  of  reported  cases,  it  is 
a  surprising  &ct  that  so  many  of  them  turned  upon  the  question 
whether  the  conceded  rule  had  been  properly  applied  in  the 
particular  case,  instead  of  the  point  whether  there  was  such  a 
rule  as  that  claimed  to  be  law.  Courts  of  law  do  not  usually 
claim  or  exercise  the  power  of  devising  or  creating  new  prin- 
ciples of  law,  but  limit  themselves  to  the  administration  or 
application  of  such  principles  as  are  recognized  as  the  law  of 
the  land.  And  yet,  such  is  the  extent,  variety  and  complication 
of  human  affairs  that  require  to  be  settled  by  the  courts,  that  it 
will  be  found  that  the  simplest  rule  has  been  applied  in  a  great 
nmnber  of  cases  which  differ  widely  in  the  facts  of  each  case ; 
and  it  may  seem  in  some  instances  as  though  a  new  rule  had 
been  adopted  and  enforced  in  some  of  them.  Courts  of  common 
law,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  adopt  the  most  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles  of  decision ;  and,  indeed,  often  proceed,  as  far 
as  the  nature  of  the  rights  and  remedies,  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  administer,  will  permit,  upon  the  saine  doctrines  as 
courts  of  equity.  This  is  especially  true,  in  regard  to  cases  in- 
volving the  application  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  commercial 
and  maritime  law  and  usages,  and  even  of  foreign  municipal 
law.  1  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  §  84.  In  matters  of  mere  practice  the 
common-law  courts  x>ossess  and  exercise  greater  powers  in  the 
adoption  of  ordinary  rules  of  practice  than  in  any  other  respect ; 
and  practice,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  but  the  application  of 
those  remedies  which  the  law  provides  by  its  general  rules. 

Section  10.  Exceptions  to  general  legal  rules.  When  a  rule  of 
law  has  become  well  settled,  the  courts  cannot  properly  disregard 
it  And  in  the  application  of  this  principle,  it  occasionally  hap- 
pens that  a  general  rule,  if  strictly  enforced,  would  be  productive 
of  hardship  or  injustice  in  some  classes  of  cases.  But  it  is  to . 
be  remembered  that  an  inconvenient  or  unjust  rule  of  law  may  be 
lemedied  by  the  legislature  ;  and,  until  that  is  done,  it  is  best,  as 
a  general  rule,  to  abide  by  the  adjudged  cases  ;  for  an  attempt 
to  change  the  rule  by  a  judicial  decision  tends  to  unsettle  the 
law ;  and  it  has  been  said  by  an  able  judge  that  "  Hard  cases 
Diake  bad  law."    And  the  general  practice  is,  to  apply  and  en- 
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force  well-settled  rules,  even^when  they  cause  a  hardship  in  some 
particular  case.  Vermilya  t.  Austin^  2  E.  D.  Smith,  208 ;  Beaidieu 
V.  Finglcmi,  cited  in  argument  in  Heedie  v.  London  and  North 
,  Western  JR.  B.  Co.^  4  Exch.  261 ;  Freeman  v.  Tranche  14  Eng. 
Law  and  Eq.  224, 227  ;  12  C.  R  406 ;  Sfupermsors  of  Onondaga  v. 
Briggs^  2  Denio,  32. 

There  are  instances,  however,  in  which  a  subsequent  case  may 
resemble  a  former  one  in  many  of  its  principal  facts,  and  yet  it 
may  also  contain  some  important  facts  or  elements  which  will 
bear  upon  the  decision,  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  courts  fre- 
quently act  upon  the  principle  of  distinguishing  the  latter  case 
from  the  former  ;  and  by  that  means  are  enabled  to  render  such 
a  decision  as  the  justice  of  the  case  may  require.  Qutnn  v.  Lloydy 
41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  353.  But,  while  it  is  proper  to  act  upon  a 
substantial  distinction,  the  courts  cannot  properly.carry  the  rule 
so  far  as  to  act  upon  unsubstantial  and  shadowy  distinctions 
which  do  not  affect  the  merits  of  the  case.  Such  distinctions 
have  properly  been  termed  by  the  courts  nice,  subtle,  refined,  thin, 
slight  or  slender,  and  they  have  frequently  refused  to  act  upon 
them,  and  yet,  if  the  courts  adopt  or  make  a  distinction,  the 
decision  is  to  be  followed  like  any  other  established  rule.  It  is 
not  desirable  to'  multiply  distinctions,  as  they  cannot  fail  to 
introduce  uncertainty  into  the  law,  and  in  their  subsequent 
applications  to  other  cases  may  cause  as  much  hardship  as 
would  have  resulted  from  enforcement  of  the  general  rule. 

Distinctions  in  the  decision  of  causes  are  not  always  founded 
upon  the  principle  that  the  court  does  not  approve  of  the  rule 
laid  down  in  the  previous  case  ;  for  such  decision  may  be  fully 
concurred  in,  and  yet  the  facts  of  the  subsequent  case  may  be 
so  different  in  some  particulars  as  to  require  the  decision  to  be 
founded  upon  or  modified  by  them. 

Section  11.  Tries  questions  of  fact  by  a  jury.  In  common-law 
actions  the  right  of  having  questions  of  &ct  tried  and  settled 
by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  is  as  much  fixed,  as  are  the  rights  of  the 
parties  clear  under  the  rules  of  the  law. 

To  explain  the  origin  of  this  mode  of  trial,  or  to  trace  its  his- 
tory, or  explain  its  advantages,  is  not  the  present  object ;  but 
rather  to  point  out  the  distinction  between  this  method  of  trial 
and  that  adopted  in  courts  of  equity  which,  as  a  general  rule,  dis- 
pense with  the  aid  of  juries,  and  try  questions  of  fact  before  the 
court  itself,  upon  such  evidence  as  may  be  proper.    And  when 
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the  nature  of  the  two  systems  of  remedies  is  considered,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  practice  in  each  case  will  be  evident.  In  simple 
direct  issues,  the  verdict  of  a  jury  would  be  convenient,  safe, 
and  satisfactory.  But,  in  a  case  involving  numerous  issues,  of 
an  intricate  nature,  requiring  many  different  special  directions, 
such  a  trial  would  be  a  poor  substitute  for  the  careful,  elabo- 
rate and  equitable  relief  which  may  be  awarded  by  a  profound 
and  ,conscientious  judge  who  takes  time  to  survey  the  whole 
case  even  to  its  minutest  details,  and  then  pronounces  a  decree 
which  guards  all  the  rights  of  both  parties.  A  trial  by  a  referee 
is  not  overlooked,  but  as  it  is  a  mere  substitute  for  a  trial  by 
jury,  it  does  not  require  notice  in  this  place. 

Section  12.  Legal  remedies  m^r  exists  and  yet  be  InsuflBcient. 
There  are  many  cases  in  which  the  common-law  courts  furnish  a 
partial  though  defective  remedy,  while  courts  of  equity  afford 
the  fullest  relief.  To  explain  fully  the  particulars  in  which  such 
reUef  may  or  may  not  be  had  at  law,  or  to  enumerate  all  the  in- 
stances in  which  partial  relief  is  attainable,  is.  not  to  be  ex- 
pected in  this  place.  A  general  synopsis  of  some  of  the  cases 
wUl  be  convenient  as  an  illustration  of  the  defects  mentioned. 

At  common  law  a  corporation  might  have  a  good  cause  of  ac- 
tion against  one  of  its  members,  and  yet,  at  law,  no  action  could 
be  brought  upon  it,  while  equity  would  give  full  relief.  The  same 
rule  applies  to  the  case  of  executors  or  partners.  Cole  v.  lieyTiolds^ 
18 N.  Y.  (4  Smith) 74 ;  Oridley\.  OridUy.i^^.  Y.  (10 Smith)  135, 
136.  See  DenToan  v.  Prince,  40  Barb.  213,  217,  218,  219 ;  Kings- 
land  V.  Braistedj  2  Lans.  20,  17.  So  in  replevin,  if  the  property 
claimed  could  not  be  described  with  the  requisite  certainty,  a 
court  of  equity  alone  could  give  the  desired  aid.  An  action  of 
account  is  a  common-law  remedy,  but  if  the  taking  of  an  account 
ifl  important,  the  powers  of  a  court  of  equity  are  fiir  more  desir- 
able than  the  common-law  action. 

A  set-off  could  not  be  made  available  at  common  law,  but  for  a 
long  time  -past  this  defect  has  been  remedied  by  the  statute.  Be- 
fore these  statutes  a  court  of  equity  alone  was  the  proper  forum 
to  resort  to  in  such  cases. 

An  action  for  the  recovery  of  dower  is  given  by  the  common 
law,  but  there  were  superior  advantages  for  the  widow  if  she  ap- 
plied to  a  court  of  equity,  in  her  comparatively  helpless  condi- 
tion, and  for  the  advantage  of  being  better  able  to  ascertain 
in  what  estates  she  had  a  right  of  dower.    The  same  principles 


16  EQUITABLE  SUITS. 

Courts  of  equity  act  on  the  person  independently  of  damages  as  a  remedy. 

were  applicable  to  cases  in  partition,  or  in  setting  out  bounda- 
ries. These,  and  other  similar  cases  which  might  be  mentioned, 
seem  to  show  that  many  remedies  are  common  to  both  courts  of 
law  and  of  equity,  and  that  each  court  has  some  advantages  over 
the  other  in  the  administration  of  the  law  ;  and  if  this  outline 
shall  serve  to  render  the  subject  more  clear  to  the  student,  the 
object  in  view  will  have  been  attained. 


ARTICLE  II. 

EQUITABLE  SUITS. 

Section  1.  Courts  of  equity  act  on  the  person  Independently  of 
damages  as  a  remedy.  There  is  no  feature  of  relief  or  remedy, 
afforded  by  the  courts,  of  a  higher  value  than  that  of  acting 
directly  upon  the  person  of  the  party  who  would  deliberately 
violate  his  contracts,  or  invade  the  possessions  of  another.  The 
relief  given  by  a  court  of  equity  may  be  described  as  of  a  positive 
character,  giving  the  specific  thing  which  the  parties  are  entitled 
to,  while  actions  at  law,  with  few  exceptions,  give  only  the 
negative  remedy  of  compensation  by  damages  for  a  deprivation 
or  violation  of  the  true  right.  3  Broom  &  Had.  65,  66. 

Wherever  possible,  equity  takes  care  that  a  right  shall  be 
actually  enjoyed,  and  with  this  view  will  interfere  to  prevent  a 
violation  of  that  right.  A  court  of  law  wiU  not  interfere  till  the 
violation  be  effected.  It,  for  instance,  will,  when  a  breach  of 
covenant  in  a  lease  or  in  a  contract  between  land  owners  has 
been  committed,  give  damages  for  the  breach ;  but  a  court  of 
equity  will  do  more,  it  will  anticipate  the  event,  and-  restrain  a 
person  who  merely  shows  an  intention  to  break  his  covenants. 
Or,  to  take  another  example  illustrating  the  beneficial  result 
obtained  by  such  ready  interference,  damages  will  be  given  in 
the  one  court  if  a  man  has  been  carrying  on  a  trade  in  some 
particular  locality  in  violation  of  his  contract  with  another  man 
not  to  do  so.  But  these  damages,  which  will  be  only  given  for 
past  acts  of  trading,  are,  it  may  be,  of  small  value  as  a  remedy 
compared  with  the  effectual  relief  which  the  other  court  gives 
by  prohibiting  the  trade  on  pain  of  imprisonment.  lb.  The  two 
kinds  of  justice  which  may  be  obtained,  the  one  strictly  re- 
medial, the  other  preventive,  in  respect  of  the  violation  of  con- 
tinuing rights,  are  clearly  different  in  kind ;  one  is  legal,  the 
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other  equitable ;  and  neither  of  the  two  courts  will  usurp  the 
functions  of  the  other.  lb. 

A  clear  illustration  of  the  advantages  of  an  equitable  remedy 
over  that  afforded  by  a  common-law  court  may  be  seen  iu  the 
case  of  compelling  a  party  to  convey  lands  which  are  situated  in 
another  State.  Gardner  y.  Ogdm,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  327; 
Feimer  v.  Saribom^  37  Barb.  610 ;  Bailey  v.  Byder^  10  N.  Y. 
(6  Seld.)  363  ;  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  587.  And 
yet  a  common-law  action  will  not  lie  here  for  a  trespass  upon 
real  estate  lying  in  that  State.  Waits  v.  Kinney^  6  HiU,  82 ; 
Hurd  V.  MUlery  2  Hilt.  540 ;  Mott  v.  Coddington^  1  Abb.  N.  S. 
290;  1  Rob.  267;  Wait's  Code,  24,  25,  26. 

In  such  case  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  unless  the  i)erson 
to  whom  its  orders  or  decrees  are  addressed  is  within  the  reach 
of  the  court  or  amenable  to  its  jurisdiction.  The  person  must 
be  not  only  within  the  reach  of  the  court  as  to  locality,  but  he 
must  have  such  a  character  as  shall  render  him  personally 
amenable  to  the  jurisdiction.     See  Pai'ties  to  Action. 

The  fact  that  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  court  operate 
immediately  upon  persons  has  had  the  effect  of  giving  the  court 
a  very  extensive  jurisdiction.  As  a  consequence  of  this  rule,  the 
court  may  exercise  jurisdiction  quite  independently  of  the 
locality  of  the  act  to  be  done,  provided  the  person  against  whom 
relief  is  sought  is  within  the  reach  and  amenable  to  the  process 
of  the  court.  In  exercising  the  jurisdiction,  the  court  does  not 
lay  any  claim  to  the  exercise  of  judicial  or  administrative  rights 
m  a  foreign  country,  but  proceeds  solely  on  the  circumstance 
that  the  person  to  whom  the  order  or  decree  is  addressed  is  within 
reach  of  the  court. 

Section  2.  Equity  compels  the  performance  of  acts  specifically. 
Another  breach  of  the  same  kind  of  positive  relief  is  the  power 
which  the  court  exercises  of  compelling  the  specific  performance 
of  agreements.  A  man  may  be  indirectly  compelled  to  carry 
out  his  contract  by  the  fear  of  being  mulcted  in  damages  by  a 
court  of  law,  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  do  so  ;  but  another 
and  often  a  desirable  mode,  is  to  insist  upon  his  performing  the 
daty  which  he  owes  under  the  contract  by  putting  him^in  prison 
till  he  does  so.  3  Broom  &  Had.  67.  See  the  next  preceding 
section. 

Rights  which  are  recognized  and  protected,  and  wrongs  which 
are  redressed  by  common-law  courts,  are  called  legal  rights  and 
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legal  injuries ;  rights  which  are  recognized  and  protected,  and 
wrongs  which  are  redressed  by  courts  of  equity,  are  called  equi- 
table rights  and  equitable  injuries.  The  former  are  said  to  be 
rights  and  wrongs  at  common  law,  and  the  remedies,  therefore,  are 
remedies  at  common  law ;  the  latter  are  said  to  be  rights  and 
wrongs  in  equity,  and  the  remedies,  therefore,  are  remedies  in 
equity. 

The  distinction  between  courts  of  common  law  and  courts  of 
equity  will  be  better  understood  by  considering  the  diflferent 
natures  of  the  rights  they  are  designed  to  recognize  and  protect, 
the  diflTerent  natures' of  the  remedies  which  they  apply,  and  the 
different  natures  of  the  forms  and  modes  of  proceeding  which 
they  adopt  to  accomplish  their  respective  ends. 

In  all  strictly  common -law  courts,  there  are  certain  prescribed 
forn^s  of  action  to  which  the  party  must  resort  to  furnish  him  a 
remedy ;  and,  if  there  be  no  prescribed  form  to  reach  such  a  case 
he  is  remediless ;  for  these  courts  do  not  entertain  jurisdiction  ex- 
cept in  certain  actions,  and  they  give  relief  according  to  the  parti- 
cular exigency  of  such  actions,  and  nofrotherwise.  In  those  actions 
none  but  a  general  and  unqualified  judgment  can  be  given,  which 
is  either  for  the  plaintiff  or  for  the  defendant,  without  any 
adaptation  of  it  to  particular  circumstances. 

There  are,  however,  many  cases  in  which  a  simple  judgment 
for  either  party,  without  qualifications,  or  conditions,  or  peculiar 
arrangements,  will  not  do  entire  justice  to  either  party.  Some 
modifications  of  the  rights  of  both  parties  may  be  required ;  some 
restraints  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  or,  perhaps,  on  both 
sides;  some  adjustments  involving  reciprocal  obligations,  or* 
duties ;  some  compensatory  or  preliminary,  or  concurrent  pro- 
ceedings to  fix,  control  or  equalize  rights  ;  some  qualifications  or 
conditions,  present  or  future,  temporary  or  permanent,  to  be 
annexed  to  the  exercise  of  rights,  or  the  redress  of  injuries. 

In  all  these  cases,  courts  of  common  law  cannot  give  the  desired 
relief.  They  have  no  forms  of  remedy  adapted  to  the  objects. 
They  can  entertain  suits  only  in  a  prescribed  form,  and  they  can 
give  a  general  judgment  ordy  in  the  prescribed  form.  Hence 
by  their  very  character  and  organization  they  are  incapable  of  for- 
nishing  the  remedy  which  the  mutual  rights  and  relative  situa- 
tions of  the  parties,  under  the  circumstances,  positively  require. 

But  courts  of  equity  are  not  so  restrained ;  although  they  have 
prescribed  forms  of  proceeding,  the  latter  are  flexible,  and  may 
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be  suited  to  the  different  postures  of  cases.  They  may  adjust 
their  decrees  so  as  to  meet  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  exigencies  ; 
and  they  may  vary,  qualify,  restrain,  and  model  the  remedy,  so 
as  to  suit  it  to  mutual  and  adverse  claims,  controlling  equities 
and  the  real  and  substantial  rights  of  all  the  parties.  Nay,  more  ; 
they  can  bring  before  them  all  parties  interested  in  the  subject^ 
matter,  and  adjust  the  rights  of  all,  however  numerous,  whereas, 
courts  of  common  law  are  compelled  to  limit  their  inquiry  to  the 
very  parties  in  the  litigation  before  them,  although  other  persons 
may  have  the  deepest  interest  in  the  event  of  the  suit.  So  that 
one  of  the  most  striking  and  distinctive  features  of  courts  of 
equity  is,  that  they  can  adapt  their  decrees  to  all  the  varieties  of 
circumstances  which  may  arise,  and  adjust  them  to  all  the  pecu- 
liar rights  of  all  the  parties  in  interest ;  whereas,  courts  of  com 
men  law  are  bound  down  to  a  fixed  and  invariable  form  of  judg- 
ment in  general  terms,  altogether  absolute,  for  the  plaintiff,  or 
for  the  defendant. 

Seetion  3.  Equity  restrains  the  commission  of  wrongfal  acts. 
Courts  of  equity  possess  a  power  of  restraining  the  person  in  rela- 
tion to  particular  acts,  which  is  not  only  a  useful  but  most  effi- 
cient remedy.  The  principle  upon  which  the  court  acts  is,  that 
whenever  damage  is  caused  or  threatened  to  property,  admit- 
ted or  legally  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  plaintiff,  by  an  act 
of  the  defendant,  admitted  or  legally  adjudged  to  be  a  civil 
wrong,  and  such  damage  is  not  adequately  remediable  at  law, 
the  inadequacy  of  the  remedy  at  law  is  a  sufficient  equity,  and 
will  warrant  an  injunction  against  the  commission  or  continuance 
of  the  wrong.  And  though  damages  cannot  be  given  in  equity 
for  the  plaintiff's  loss,  yet,  in  some  cases,  if  the  defendant  has 
made  a  profit,  he  will  be  decreed  to  account.  Adams'  Eq. 
207.    See  ante,  16,  §  1. 

The  equity  is  not  confined  in  principle  to  any  particular  acts; 
those  in  respect  of  which  it  is  most  commonly  enforced  are  five 
in  number,  viz.:  waste,  destruction,  trespass,  nuisance,  infring- 
j         ment  of  patent  right,  and  infringment  of  copyright. 

There  are  three  incidents  connected  with  this  equity  which 
onght  to  be  mentioned.  The  equity  attaches  only  on  an  admit- 
ted or  legally  adjudged  right  in  the  plaintiff,  admitted  or  legally 
adjudged  to  be  infringed  by  the  defendant ;  it  prohibits  the  con- 
tinuance as  well  as  the  commission  of  a  wrong ;  and  it  extends  to 
an  account  of  the  defendant's  profit.    Adams'  Eq.  217. 
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The  relief  afforded  in  equity  is  either  remedial  or  preventive. 
The  court  either  grants  positive  and  affirmative  relief,  or  re- 
strains the  doing  of  acts  which  are  against  equity  and  conscience. 
In  giving  remedial  relief,  the  court  usually  proceeds  by  decree, 
while  preventive  relief  is  administered  by  injunction. 

Section  4.  Equity  generally  acts  without  the  aid  of  a  jury.  The 
right  to  trial  by  jury  in  common-law  actions,  as  a  matter  of 
course  and  of  right,  does  not  exist  in  courts  of  equity.  It  is  one 
of  the  fundamental  rules  of  equity  practice,  that  questions  of 
fact  are  to  be  decided  by  the  court  without  the  intervention  of 
a  jury.  And  from  the  nature  of  the  issues  to  be  tried,  and  the 
peculiar  equities  to  be  administered,  this  mode  of  trial  is  an 
advantageous  one.  In  disposing  of  causes,  a  court  of  equity 
does  not  always  render  a  final  decision  at  once,  as  upon  the  trial 
of  a  cause  by  a  jury ;  for,  there  may  be  numerous  issues  or  facts 
to  be  investigated,  before  a  final  decree  can  be  properly  made. 
If  a  preliminary  decree  is  proper,  it  is  usually  in  such  cases  as 
the  following :  1.  That  in  the  course  of  the  suit  a  dispute  has 
arisen  on  .a  matter  of  law,  which  the  court  is  unwilling  to  decide ; 
2.  That  a  similiar  dispute  has  arisen  on  a  matter  of  fact ;  3. 
That  the  equity  claimed  is  founded  on  an  alleged  legal  right,  the 
decision  of  which  the  court  of  chancery  declines  to  assume ;  and, 
4.  That  there  are  matters  to  be  investigated  which,  although 
within  the  province  of  the  court,  are  such  as  the  presiding  judge 
cannot  at  the  hearing  effectually  deal  with.  Adams'  Eq.  376. 
To  obviate  these  impediments  the  preliminary  decree  directs :  1. 
A  case  for  a  court  of  law ;  2.  An  issue  for  a  jury  ;  3.  An  ac- 
tion at  law,  to  be  determined  in  the  ordinary  course ;  or,  4.  A 
reference  to  one  of  the  masters  of  the  court,  to  acquire  and  im- 
part to  it  the  necessary  information.  lb.  Each  of  these  methods' 
of  inquiry  may  be  also  adopted  on  interlocutory  applications  by 
motion  or  petition.  lb.  The  particular  cases  or  circumstances 
which  may  require  such  proceedings  will  be  elsewhere  explained. 

Section  6.  Belief  granted  or  refused  as  justice  requires.  The 
principles  upon  which  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equity  proceed 
are  these,  conscience,  good  faith,  honesty  and  equity.  And,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  powers,  one  general  maxim  in  early  times 
was,  that  chancery  would  take  cognizance  of  such  cases  only  as 
were  not  remediable  by  the  common  law.  But  this  jurisdiction 
was  not  merely  suppletory,  it  was  also  corrective.  In  some  cases 
it  gave  relief  where  none  could  be  had  at  law ;  and,  in  other 
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cases  it  interfered  to  relieve  against  proceedings  taken  in  courts 
of  common  law. 

In  equity,  the  term  conscience  originally  embraced  those  obli- 
gations which  result  when  one  person  is  placed  in  any  situation 
as  regards  another,  that  gives  the  one  a  right  to  expect,  on  the  part 
of  the  other,  the  exercise  of  good  faith  toward  him.  The  deter- 
mination of  cases  according  to  equity^  embraced  all  those  in- 
stances in  which  a  party,  who  has  not  committed  any  act  con- 
trary to  good  faith  or  conscience,  but  who  may  yet,  according  to 
the  strict  rules  of  positive  law  (which  may,  in  their  general 
application,  be  founded  on  natural  justice),  or  by  the  sUence  of 
the  law  in  not  providing  at  all  for  some  particular  case,  have  an 
advantage  which  it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equity  that 
he  should  enforce  or  retain.  In  such  cases,  a  resort  was  had  to 
the  general  principles  of  equity,  in  the  sense  of  natural  justice, 
which  are  antecedent  to  all  positive  law.  In  proceedings  thus 
founded  upon  right,  justice  and  conscience,  the  court  took  cog- 
nizance of  cases  in  which  there  was  no  remedy  at  law ;  and  it 
might  also  decline  to  interfere  when  the  claim  made  was  such 
that  a  court  of  equity  could  not,  according  to  its  principles, 
enforce  it ;  and,  as  a  result  of  this  system,  the  court  could  iu 
many  cases  grant  or  refuse  the  relief  soughl^  according  as  justice 
might  dictate. 

But  a  court  of  equity  will  not  in  any  case  allow  itself  to  be 
made  an  instrument  of  injustice.  And  where  a  court  of  equity 
by  its  interposition  to  prevent  an  act  rightfully  or  wrongfully 
intended,  has  caused  the  loss  of  a  remedy  at  law,  this  court  will 
give  him  a  remedy  equivalent  to  that  from  which  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  court  debarred  him.  PvUeney  v.  Warren^  6  Ves.  73 ; 
Brcnmi  v.  Newall,  2  M.  &  C.  568,  572. 

Seetion  6.  Orants  relief  where  the  law  does  not.  Courts  of 
equity  proceed  upon  the  principle  that  they  will  grant  relief  in 
those  cases  in  which  it  ought  to  be  granted  according  to  equity, 
but  where  no  remedy  is  given  by  the  common  law.  This  omission 
may  arise  in  those  cases  in  which  the  rules  of  the  common  law  have 
made  no  provision  for  a  case  like  the  one  presented  for  adjudi- 
cation ;  or  it  may  be  that  the  rules  of  practice  of  the  courts  of 
law  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  particular  case,  and 
thus  fail  to  give  any  remedy,  or,  a  very  inadequate  one. 

The  remedial  process,  the  pleadings  and  practice  of  courts  of 
equity,  are  all  so  framed  that  the  party  may  obtain  every  relief 


22  EQUITABLE  SUITS. 

Equity  la  governed  by  BetUed  rules  and  principles. 

consistent  with  equitable  principles.  And  the  final  remedial  pro- 
cess may  be  so  varied  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  these 
,  equities,  in  those  cases  in  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
exists,  by  commanding  what  is  right,  and  forbidding  what  is 
wrong,  and  then  enforcing  the  decree  made.  A  court  of  equity 
has  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  rights,  recognized  and  protected  by 
the  municipal  jurisprudence,  where  a  plain,  adequate,  and  com- 
plete remedy  cannot  be  had  in  the  courts  of  common  law.  The 
remedy  must  be  plain  ;  for,  if  it  be  doubtful  and  obscure  at  law, 
equity  will  assert  a  jurisdiction.  It  must  be  adequate ;  for  if  at 
law  it  falls  short  of  what  the  party  is  entitled  to,  that  founds 
a  jurisdiction  in  equity.  And  it  must  be  complete ;  that  is,  it 
must  attain  the  full  end  and  justice  of  the  case.  It  must  reach 
the  whole  mischief,  and  secure  the  whole  right  of  the  party 
in  a  perfect  manner,  at  the  present  time,  and  in  future ;  other- 
wise equity  will  interfere  and  give  such  relief  and  aid  as  the 
exigency  of  the  particular  case  may  require.  The  jurisdiction 
of  a  court  of  equity  is,  therefore,  sometimes  concurrent  with  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  law ;  it  is  sometimes  exclusive  of  it ; 
and  it  is  sometimes  auxiliary  to  it. 

Secjtion  7.  £quity  is  goyerned  by  settled  rules  and  principles. 
Courts  of  equity  had  their  origin  in  the  wants  of  suitors  who  failed 
to  obtain  a  remedy  through  the  aid  of  common-law  courts.  And, 
in  many  instances,  equity  gave  proper  relief  when  the  law  courts 
had  no  means  of  affording  the  desired  and  needed  remedy.  In 
the  contests  between  the  courts  of  law  and  those  of  equity,  at  an 
early  period,  it  was  sometimes  said  that  the  latter  courts  were  not 
governed  by  settled  rules,  but  acted  upon  an  arbitrary  discretion- 
ary power.  But,  waiving  that  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  state, 
that  for  a  long  period  the  powers  of  these  courts,  and  the  rules 
and  principles  upon  which  they  proceed,  are  as  well  settled  as 
those  of  the  common-law  courts. 

The  object  of  a  court  of  equity  was  to  afford  relief  in  those 
cases  in  which  no  legal  relief  was  attainable.  But  it  has 
also  been  said  that  it  was  the  business  of  a  court  of  equity  to 
abate  the  rigor  of  the  common  law ;  and,  while  it  may  be  con- 
ceded that,  in  some  cases,  the  interference  of  a  court  of  equity 
has  had  this  effect,  yet  all  the  rules  of  the  common  law  which 
equity  has  taken  upon  itself  to  overrule  have  long  since  been  well 
defined,  and  many  of  them  have  ceased,  even  at  common  law,  to 
govern  the  judgments  of  the  courts.     3  Broom.  &  Had.  54.    The 
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educational  course,  which  courts  of  equity  seem  to  have  furnished 
to  courts  of  law,  has  been  long  so  far  completed,  that  no  new  doc- 
trines in  equity  opposed  to  the  rules  or  doctrines  of  courts  of  law 
have  been  established.  lb.  65.  Nor  does  equity,  even  now,  pro- 
fess to  criticise  or  review  decisions  of  courts  of  law ;  moreover, 
it  does  not,  and  never  did,  interfere  to  mitigate  the  severity,  where 
any  exists,  pf  rules  of  positive  law.  There  are,  however,  some  of 
the  early  cases  in  which  equity  has  very  nearly,  if  it  has  not 
absolutely,  overridden  positive  law ;  and  those  cases  relating  to 
the  statute  of  frauds  serve  as  well  as  any  to  show  how  far  the 
power  has  been  exercised.    lb.  66. 

There  are  certain  principles,  on  which  courts  of  equity  act, 
which  are  very  well  settied.  The  cases  which  occur  are  various, 
but  they  are  decided  on  fixed  principles.  Courts  of  equity  have, 
in  this  respect,  no  more  discretionary  power  than  courts  of  law. 
They  decide  new  cases  as  they  arise  by  the  principles  on  which 
former  oases  have  been  decided,  and  may  thus  illustrate  or 
enlarge  the  operation  of  those  principles ;  but  the  principles  are 
as  fixed  and  certain  as  the  principles  on  which  the  courts  .of 
common  law  proceed.  Bortd  v.  Hophins,  1  Sch.  &  Lefr.  428, 
429. 

This  application  of  existing  principles  to  new  cases  as  they 
arise  is  not  peculiar  to  courts  of  equity ;  for  the  common-law 
courts  are  daily  engaged  in  adding  to  the  principles  of  the  old 
jurisprudence,  and  in  enlarging,  illustrating  and  applying  legal 
maxims  and  rules. 

Section  8.  Equity  devises  new  remedies.  The  numerous  crises  in 
which  equity  interfered  and  granted  relief  where  none  was  given 
before  has  given  rise  to  the  opinion  that  courts  of  equity  devise 
new  remedies.  When  it  is  said  that  equity  grants  relief,  whUe 
at  law  the  complaining  party  was  remediless,  it  might  seem  like 
a  new  remedy ;  and  yet,  it  will  be  remembered  that  such  relief 
was  in  accordance  with  well-settled  principles  of  equity.  But, 
even  if  it  were  assumed  that  courts  of  equity  did,  at  an  early 
day,  exercise  the  power  mentioned,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
this  court  is  now  as  much  controlled  by  general  laws  as  any 
other  court.  And  while  it  is  proper  that  all  courts  should  ft-eely 
exercise  their  powers  for  the  advancement  of  justice,  it  is  the  part 
of  wisdom  and  of  safety  for  all  courts  to  keep  clearly  within  the 
limits  of  their  jurisdiction ;  and,  if  additional  powers  are  required, 
to  leave  that  matter  with  the  legislature. 
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Section  9.  Mode  of  relief  diflTers  more  than  principles  of  law.  The 

law  speaks  but  one  language,  for  all  courts,  in  reference  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  parties  involved  in  a  litigation.  But,  in  mat- 
ters of  mere  practice,  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  courts 
of  equity,  and  those  of  law,  and,  in  many  instances,  it  is  tha  sole 
difference  to  be  considered  by  the  party  seeking  to.  have  his 
rights  determined  by  a  court. 

Section  10.  General  rules  and  maxims  of  equity.  In  actions  at 
law,  every  party  may  stand  upon  his  strict  legal  rights,*  and  the 
court  is  bound  to  give  the  remedy  which  the  law  has  provided. 
In  courts  of  equity,  there  are  some  rules  and  maxims  which  seem 
more  like  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power,  as  they  doubtless 
are,  in  some  instances. 

First.  If  equity  once  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter 
because  there  is  no  remedy  at  law,  or  because  that  remedy  is 
inadequate,  it  does  not  lose  the  jurisdiction  merely  because  the 
courts  of  law  afterward  give  the  same  or  a  similar  relief. 

Second.  Equity  follows  the  law.  This  is  true  as  a  general 
maxim.  Equity  follows  the  law,  except  in  relation  to  those  mat- 
ters which  give  a  title  to  equitable  relief  because  the  rules  of  law 
would  operate  to  sanction  fraud  or  injustice  in  the  particular  case. 

Third.  Where  there  is  equal  equity  the  law  must  prevail. 
The  ground  upon  which  the  suitor  comes  into  a  court  of  equity 
is  that  he  is  entitled  to  relief  there.  But,  if  his  adversary  has  an 
equally  equitable  case,  the  complainant  has  no  title  to  relief, 
and  the  court  will  not  interfere  on  either  side. 

Fourth.  Equality  is  equity.  This  rule  is  applied  to  cases  of 
contribution,  apportionment  of  moneys  due  among  those  liable  to, 
or  benefited  by  the  payment,  or  abatement  of  claims  on  account 
of  deficiency  of  the  means  of  payment,  etc. 

Fifth.  He  who  seeks  equity  must  do  equity.  A  party  cannot 
claim  the  interposition  of  the  court  for  relief  unless  he  will  do 
what  it  is  equitable  should  be  done  by  him  as  a  condition  prec- 
edent to  that  relief. 

Sixth.  fk]^uity  considers  as  done  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
done.  The  illustrations  of  this  rule  will  be  found  in  works  upon 
equity. 

Seventh.  He  who  has  committed  iniquity  shall  not  have 
equity.  As  in  cases  of  Ulegal  contract,  or  where  a  party  has  put 
his  property  out  of  his  hands  to  defraud  his  creditors,  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  restore  the  party  to  his  former  condition. 
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EigMJi.  Equity  suffers  not  a  right  without  a  remedy.  This 
Tnaxim  is  generally,  though  not  universally,  true. 

Ninth.  When  the  equities  are  equal  in  other  respects,  he 
who  is  first  in  point  of  tune  will  secure  the  advantage.  But  if 
the  equities  are  unequal,  preference  will  be  given  to  the  superior 
equity. 

Tenth.  The  fund  which  has  received  the  benefit  should  make 
satisfaction.  Again,  satisfaction  should  be  made  to  that  fund 
which  has  sustained  the  loss. 

Eleventh.  Equity  acts  upon  the  person.  This  maxim  has 
been  explained  aTiie^  13,  §  1. 

Some  of  the  principal  distinctions  between  legal  actions  and 
equitable  suits  having  been  thus  briefly  noticed,  our  next  in- 
quiry will  relate  to  the  effect  of  the  union  of  legal  and  equitable 
remedies  which  are  now  administered  by  the  same  courts  in 
both  classes  of  cases. 


• 


CHAPTER  III. 

UNION  OF  LEGAL  AND  OF  EQUITABLE  EEMEDIEa 

ARTICLE  L 

GEl^EBAL  PBIXCIPLES. 

Section  1.  Mode  of  uniting  tlie  two  systems.  Under  the  English 
system,  courts  of  law  and  courts  of  equity  are  separate  and  dis- 
tinct organizations,  each  of  which  administers  the  rules  of  law, 
or  the  principles  of  equity,  according  to  a  long-established 
practice. 

The  general  adoption  of  this  system  in  many  of  the  States  of 
the  Union  is  familiar  to  every  student.  In  this  State  there  were 
formerly  courts  of  law,  and  also  a  court  of  chancery,  both  of 
which  had  existed  from  an  early  period,  and  they  continued  to 
exist  down  to  the  year  1846. 

By  the  constitution  of  1846,  it  was  provided  by  article  6,  sec- 
tion 3 :  "There  shall  be  a  supreme  court  having  general  juris- 
diction in  law  and  equity."  In  accordance  with  this  provision, 
the  legislature  enacted  a  law,  declaring  that  the  supreme  court, 
organized  under  this  constitution,  should  have  the  same  powers 
and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  as  that  possessed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  of  chancery  of  this  State. 
Laws  1847,  ch.  280,  §  16. 

By  section  69  (62)  of  the  Code,  the  distinction  between  actions 
at  law,  and  suits  in  equity,  and  all  the  forms  of  such  actions  or 
suits  were  abolished ;  and  but  one  form  of  civil  aotion,  for  the 
enforcement  or  protection  of  private  rights,  or  the  redress  of 
private  wrongs,  was  recognized. 

The  object  of  these  changes  was,  to  obviate  many  of  the  incon- 
veniences arising  from  a  double  system  of  practice,  and  also  to 
simplify  the  proceedings  in  aU  the  courts. 

The  principles  of  the  common  law  were  generally  plain,  sim- 
ple, few  in  number,  and  unbending  in  many  instances  to  suit  the 
exigencies  of  the  particular  case  to  be  decided.  The  result  was 
sometimes  inconvenient,  if  not  unjust,  and  for  this  reason  the 
court  of  chancery  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  softening 
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the  rigor  of  the  common  law,  and  for  doing  complete  justice  by 
means  of  forms  of  proceeding  peculiar  to  itself.  But  even  this 
system  of  a  double  court,  with  separate  forms  of  proceeding,  did 
not  prevent  the  existence  of  some  inconveniences ;  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  all  the  advantages,  and  avoiding  all  the 
inconveniences  of  the  former  systems,  the  present  system  of 
blending  law  and  equity  practice  was  adopted  in  this  State.  In 
another  part  of  this  work  an  outline  of  the  former  systems  will 
be  given,  before  proceeding  to  explain  the  details  of  the  present 
system  of  practice. 

Section  2.  Principles  of  law  and  equity  unchanged.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  matters  under  consideration  relate  to  the 
practice  of  the  courts,  and  not  to  the  general  rules  of  law,  nor  to 
the  principles  of  equity,  by  which  rights  are  to  be  decided,  or 
wrongs  redressed.  The  rules  of  law  will  remain  unchanged, 
whether  they  are  enforced  by  a  court  having  nothing  but  a  com- 
mon-law jurisdiction,  or  by  a  court  of  equity,  or  by  a  court 
exercising  •both  a  legal  and  an  equitable  jurisdiction. 

"Although  the  Code  has  abolished  all  distinctions  between 
the  mere  forms  of  action,  and  every  action  is  now  in  form  a 
special  action  on  the  case,  yet  actions  vary  in  their  nature,  and 
there  are  intrinsic  differences  between  them  which  no  law  can 
abolish.  It  is  impossible  to  make  an  action  for  a  direct  aggres- 
sion upon  the  plaintiff's  rights  by  taking  and  disposing  of  his 
property,  the  same  thing,  in  substance  or  in  principle,  a^an  action 
to  recover  for  the  consequential  injury  resulting  from  an  im- 
proper interference  with  the  property  of  another,  in  which  he 
has  a  contingent  or  prospective  interest.  The  mere  formal  dif- 
ferences between  such  actions  are  abolished.  The  substantial 
differences  remain  as  before.  The  same  proof,  therefore,  is  re- 
quired in  each  of  these  same  kind  of  actions  as  before  the  Code, 
and  the  same  rule  of  damages  applies.  Hence,  in  an  action 
in  which  the  plaintiff  establishes  a  right  to  recover,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  defendant  has  wrongfully  converted  property, 
to  the  possession  of  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  at  the  time 
of  the  conversion,  the  proper  measure  of  damages  stiU  is  the  value 
of  the  property ;  while  in  an  action  in  which  the  plaintiff  re- 
covers, if  at  all,  upon  the  ground  that  the  defendant  has  so  con- 
ducted himself  in  the  exercise  of  a  legal  right  in  respect  to 
another's  property,  as  unnecessarily  and  improperly  to  reduce 
the  value  of  a  lien,  which   the  plaintiff  could  only  enforce  at 
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some  subsequent  day,  the  damages  must,  of  course,  depend 
upon  the  extent  to  which  that  lien  has  been  impaired."  Oovlet 
V.  Asseler,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  228,  229,  Selden,  J. 

The  union  of  the  two  systems  of  law  and  equity  practice  has 
not  enlarged  the  powers  of  the  new  court,  either  as  to  legal  or 
equitable  jurisdiction ;  in  relation  to  the  rights  which  they  may 
declare ;  or  the  remedies  which  they  may  enforce.  And  where 
an  injunction  could  not  have  been  granted  under  the  former 
practice  by  the  old  court  of  chancery,  it  cannot  now  be  granted 
by  the  new  court,  because  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
is  not  enlarged  by  the  union  of  legal  and  equitable  powers  in 
one  court,  nor  by  the  provisions  of  the  Code.  New  York  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Supervisors  of  New  Tork^  4  Duer,  192,  1  Abb. 
250. 

An  action  of  trover  could  not  have  been  maintained  under  the 
former  practice  without  proof  of  an  unlawful  detention  or  a  con- 
version of  the  property;  and  under  the  Code  this  proof  is  ^ually 
essential.  Eldridge  v.  Adams ^  64  Barb.  417.  See  Oovlet^.  Asseler, 
22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  225.  Although  the  Code  abolished  the  forms 
of  actions,  yet  the  principles  by  which  the  former  actions  were 
governed  still  remain,  and  control  as  much  now  as  formerly  in 
determining  the  rights  of  parties.  lb. 

The  abrogation  of  the  distinction  between  actions  at  law  and 
suits  in  equity,  by  enacting  that  there  should  be  but  one  form 
of  action,  Vhich  should  be  called  "a  civil  action,"  did  not  oblit- 
erate the  distinction  between  the  two  sorts  of  proceedings,  so 
far  as  the  federal  courts  are  concerned.  Thompson  v.  Railroad 
Companies^  6  Wall.  134.  And,  if  a  civU  action  ie  brought  in  a 
State  court,  and.it  is  essentially  a  common-law  action,  then  the 
common-law  form,  and  not  an  equitable  one,  must  be  pursued 
if  the  case  is  removed  into  a  federal  court.  lb.  An  action  in  a 
commion-law  form  cannot  be  prosecuted  in  a  State  court  up  to  the 
removal  of  the  cause  to  a  federal  court,  and  then  have  the  form 
of  the  action  changed  into  that  of  a  suit  in  equity.  lb.  If  the 
original  form  of  the  action  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
of  the  State  courts,  no  change  will  be  necessary  on  the  removal 
of  the  cause,  as  the  federal  courts  will,  in  such  cases,  adopt  and 
apply  the  practice  of  the  State  courts.  lb.  But  tins  adoption 
of  the  State  practice  is  not  to  be  understood  as  confounding  the 
principles  of  law  and  equity,  nor  as  authorizing  legal  and  equi- 
table claims  to  be  blended  together  in  one  suit.  lb. 
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Seetion  3.  Joinder  of  actions^  whether  legal  or  eqnitahle. 
Under  the  former  system,  a  party  sometimes  erred  in  the  choice 
of  a  court  in  which  to  obtain  a  remedy ;  and  the  result  was 
delay  and  expense,  if  no  other  loss  ensued.  A  party  who  insti- 
tuted a  suit  in  equity,  when  his  remedy  was  at  law,  was  turned 
out  of  that  court  to  begin  again ;  and  the  same  was  true,  when 
an  action  was  brought  at  law  in  a  case  where  equity  afforded 
the  only  relief.  As  the  courts  are  now  organized,  where  the  same 
judge  presides  in  aU  cases  presented  for  adjudication,  no  one 
can  be  turned  out  of  the  supreme  court  upoil  the  ground  that 
his  action  was  commenced  in  the  wrong  court.  But,  before 
noticing  what  causes  of  action  may  be  joined,  it  ought  to  be 
mentioned  that  the  rules  of  law  and  the  principles  of  equity  have 
not  been  changed  or  blended,  even  when  legal  and  equitable 
remedies  are  both  sought  in  a  single  action.  Formerly,  an 
action  at  law  and  a  suit  in  equity  were  both  essential,  in  some 
cases,  if  fall  justice  was  done  to  both  parties.  By  the  present 
system,  it  is  intended  that  one  action  shall  attain  the  same  result, 
with  less  delay,  expense  or  diflBiculty  than  under  the  old  prac- 
tice. The  former  courts  of  law  and  the  old  court  of  chancery 
each  had  a  separate  jurisdiction,  and  each  had  a  i^ystem  of  prac- 
tice which  differed  materially  from  that  of  the  other.  The  present 
system  adopts  the  same  practice  for  aU  classes  of  actions,  or  of 
remedies,  so  &r  as  that  result  is  practicable.  And,  in  reference 
to  the  mode  of  commencing  actions ;  the  general  mode  of  plead- 
ing ;  the  practice  on  the  trial ;  the  mode  of  entering  judgments 
and  of  enforcing  them ;  and  even  the  remedy  by  appeal ;  there  is 
much  that  is  alike,  and  where  there  is  a  difference,  it  is  in  those 
matters  which  are  required  by  the  nature  of  the  action.  But, 
while  many  of  the  proceedings  and  forms  will  be  the  same, 
whether  the  remedy  sought  be  legal  or  equitable,  there  will  be 
some  proceedings  and  forms  required  in  some  classes  of  actions, 
which  would  not  be  appropriate  in,  nor  would  they  be  adapted 
to,  the  other.  The  same  judge  may  hear  an  action  at  law  or  a 
suit  in  equity,  and  either  action  may  be  commenced  by  a  sum- 
mons ;  but,  even  in  such  a  case,  there  will  be  some  difference  in 
the  form  of  the  summons.  Again,  an  action  upon  a  promissory 
note  may  require  many  proceedings,  which  are  essentially  like 
those  in  a  suit'  in  equity,  for  the  adjustment  of  complicated 
equities ;  but  yet  there  are,  and  there  always  must  be,  differ- 
ences in  the  mode  of  conducting  these  actions.    And  it  will  be 
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found,  on  a  careful  examination,  that,  except  in  the  uniformity 
of  general  proceedings  already  mentioned,  the  courts  adopt  the 
equity  practice  in  equitable  suits  and  proceedings,  and  those  of 
the  common-law  practice  in  actions  at  law.  In  most  actions 
of  a  legal  nature  the  issues  are  few  and  simple,  and  readily  dis- 
posed of  by  a  jury ;  but,  in  an  intricate  equity  suit,  there  are 
many  matters  which  no  jury  could  possibly  dispose  of  in  a 
proper  manner.  In  such  cases,  the  practice  in  each  action  must 
be  such  as  is  appropriate  under  the  circumstances ;  and,  while 
pursuing  such  a  Inode,  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  aforesaid 
principle,  that  the  practice  in  actions  at  law  and  in  suits  in  equity 
have,  so  far  as  practicable,  been  united.  The  object  in  blending 
them  was  to  secure  as  great  uniformity  as  was  attainable,  but  it 
was  not  considered  any  less  important  to  retain  all  the  advan- 
tages of  both  systems,  and  to  use  them  whenever  the  ends  of 
justice  and  the  objects  of  the  law  would  be  best  subserved. 
Uniformity  in  the  practice  is  not  to  be  limited  to  an  attempt  to 
reduce  every  kind  of  action  to  one  form  of  proceeding,  nor  will 
it  be  secured  by  applying  the  same  rules  of  proceeding  in  every 
case.  In  equitable  actions  there  are,  in  nearly  all  cases,  many 
steps  to  be  taken  which  would  not  be  proper  in  an  action  at  law, 
and  yet  they  are  indispensable  in  equity  proceedings.  This  dif- 
ference does  not  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the  general  rules 
of  practice,  which  are  equally  applicable  to  either  class  of  actions. 
Consistency  in  relation  to  joining  actions  at  law  and  suits  in 
equity  does  not  require  that  the  practice  should  be  uniform  in 
all  particulars,  for  that  is  plainly  impracticable.  When  as  great 
uniformity  as  is  practicable  is  attained,  all  the  advantages  of 
blending  the  two  systems  will  have  been  secured.  And  the  next 
important  step  will  be  to  adopt  a  uniform  and  harmonious  prac- 
tice in  relation  fo  each  class  of  actions,  whether  legal  or  equi- 
able.  And  it  is  just  here  that  some  of  the  most  perplexing 
questions  have  arisen.  The  present  practice  is  much  of  it 
founded  upon  statutes,  and  the  difference  of  opinion  among 
judges  in  construing  them  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
large  number  of  judges  who  have  decided  the  various  questions 
as  they  arose  in  the  course  of  actions.  Material  differences  in 
the  minds  of  the  judges,  and  of  their  various  modes  of  study  and 
practice,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  many  cases  were  decided 
without  the  aid  of  previous  decisions,  which  were  not  then 
reported,  have  all  tended  to  increase  the  number  of  contradictory 
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adjudications.  These  inconveniences  had,  however,  some  cor- 
responding advantages ;  for,  if  each  jndge  had  decided  all  his 
cases  without  the  aid  of  previous  decisions,  there  would  remain 
the  advantage  of  his  own  unbiased  judgment,  acting  independ- 
ently of  authority,  and  thus  securing  the  reasoning  of  a  strong 
mind  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  case.  Conflicting  decis- 
ions upon  the  same  question  are  a  serious  inconvenience  in  the 
practice,  and  they  have  been  somewhat  the  cause  of  incongruities 
in  the  practice.  But  much  of  this  evU  may  now  be  avoided,  for 
it  may  be  safely  said,  that  most  of  the  difficult  questions  in  the 
practice  are  now  settled  by  a  clear  current  of  authority. 

In  some  instances  the  true  rule  is  so  well  settled  that  no  one 
would  question  what  the  rule  is.  In  other  cases,  there  may  be  a 
conflict  in  the  authorities,  but  even  these  cases  are  less  numer- 
ous than  one  might  imagine  on  a  first  thought ;  and,  after  a  care- 
fcQ  examination  of  aU  the  authorities  and  the  statutes,  the  true 
rule  may  be  discovered,  and  a  harmonious  system  laid  down  for 
the  convenience  of  the  student,  the  profession  and  the  courts. 


CHAPTER  IV- 

EIGHT  OP  AOTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

IS  A  REMEDY  GIVEK  BY  LAW. 

Section  1*  In  general.  The  present  work  was  not  intended 
to  furnish  information  as  to  the  rights  of  action,  or  as  to  the 
grounds  of  defense ;  but  rather  to  treat  fully  the  mode  of  prose- 
cuting or  defending  actions,  or  other  proceedings  in  the  courts 
of  record.  There  are,  however,  some  general  suggestions  of 
great  importance  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  action,  or  the 
grounds  of  defense,  which  ought  to  be  made  here.  The  rights 
of  person  and  of  property  are  numerous  and  frequently  conHict, 
and  the  injuries  done  to  them  are  frequent  and  serious.  To 
learn  with  certainty  whether  the  complaining  party  has  any 
remedy,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  is  sometimes  quite  difficult. 
And,  for  that  reason,  the  first  inquiry  which  naturally  arises  on 
the  statement  of  the  case  is,  whether  an  action  or  legal  proceed- 
ing can  be  maintained.  It  is  generally  difficult  to  lay  down  any 
general  rule  which  has  no  exceptions.  And,  as  an  illustration 
of  this,  it  may  be  said,  as  a  general  rule,  that  there  is  no  wrong 
without  a  remedy,  and,  again,  there  is  no  right  without  a  reme- 
dy, for  the  want  of  a  right  and  the  want  of  a  remedy  are  recipro- 
cal. But,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  there  are  injuries  for  which  the 
law  does  not  furnish  any  remedy. 

In  every  proceeding  in  a  court  of  justice  the  object  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  establishment  or  recovery  of  a  right,  or  the 
prevention  of  a  wrong,  or  to  furnish  redress  for  the  wrong  if  al- 
ready committed.  And  no  one  can  properly  resort  to  a  court 
of  justice  until  his  right  has  been  disputed,  infringed  upon,  or 
threatened  by  a  wrongful  act,  for  it  is  the  injury  done  to  him 
which  confers  on  the  party  wronged  a  right  to  demand  that  re- 
dress which  the  law  gives  for  the  injury  sustained. 

Before  instituting  an  action,  the  first  question  is,  whether,  upon 
all  the  facts  that  can  be  established,  any  remedy  can  be  had, 
either  of  a  legal  or  an  equitable  nature.    If  th^s  inquiry  is  de- 
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tennined  in  the  negative,  the  matter  is  at  an  end.  But  if  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  then  other  considerations  will  be 
weighed  before  proceeding  in  the  matter. 

Where  a  party  has  a  legal  right  to  do  a  particular  act,  the 
motive  with  which  he  may  assert  his  right  will  not  give  a  right 
of  action  even  where  malice  prompted  the  act.  Mohan  v.  Brown^ 
13  Wend.  261 ;  Auburn  &  Goto  Plank  Road  Co.  v.  Douglass^ 
9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  444 ;  GhatfieU  v.  WiUon,  28  Vt.  49  ;  Ocimm  Co. 
V.  Sprague  Manvf.  Co.^  34  Conn.  530  ;  Stevenson  v.  Newnliam^ 
13  C.  B.  285.  When  malice  will  be  considered,  see  LumUy  v. 
Gye,  2  EU.  &  Bla.  216  ;  Cotter  ell  v.  Jones,  11  C.  B.  713. 

The  consent  of  a  party  to  an  act  is  generally  a  bar  to  an  action 
for  any  injury  sustained  in  consequence.  lUinois  Central  R.M. 
Co.  V.  AUeriy  39  111.  205.  And  see  Broom's  Legal  Maxims,  201. 
Volenti  nonfit  injuria. 

Section  2.  Are  there  sufBclent  existing  facts.  No  part  of  the 
practice  presents  greater  difficulties,  or  furnishes  sharper  conflicts 
than  the  establishment  of  the  facts  claimed  by  the  respective 
parties  to  exist,  and  to  be  precisely  as  each  party  claims  they 
are.  One  of  the  most  important  questions,  then,  is  to  settle 
whether  there  are  such  facts  as  the  complaining  party  alleges. 
And,  before  considering  any  other  point,  the  first  investigation 
will  be  as  to  the  actual  existence  of  the  alleged  facts.  If  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  facts  ever  really  existed,  this  difficulty 
may  be  insuperable.  Again,  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  facts 
once  really  existed,  but  that  at  the  present  time  they  cannot  be 
established  by  proof ;  in  such  a  case  it  must  be  recollected  that 
where  the  court  cannot  take  judicial  notice  of  a  fact,  it  is  the 
same  as  if  the  fact  had  no  existence.  In  the  next  place,  let  it  be 
assumed  that  the  facts  once  existed,  and  that  some  proof  thereof 
may  be  made,  the  next  inquiry  will  be  whether  the  opposite 
party  is  able  to  adduce  satisfactory  countervailing  proofs,  and, 
in  that  case,  to  determine  whether,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
the  facts  are  not  really  the  same  as  though  they  were  non- 
existent. 

One  further  consideration  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,   and 

that  is  in  relation  to  the  preservation  or  perpetuation  of  evidence 

which  may  now  be  attainable,  but  which  may  be  lost  by  the 

death  of  a  single  witness,  or  the  destruction  of  some  important 

docnment.     In  every  such  case  there  ought  liot  to  be  any  delay 

in  taking  such  steps  as  will  preserve  the  evidence. 
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Actions  for  injaries  to  person — To  property. 

An  action  does  not  lie  against  two  persons  for  conspiring 
together,  malicionsly  and  vexatiously,  and  without  reasonable 
or  probable  cause,  to  commence,  and  for  commencing,  an  action 
against  the  plaintiflf,  in  the  name  of  a  third  person,  but  for  their 
own  benefit,  without  there  is  an  allegation  of  legal  damages 
resulting  to  the  plaintiff  therefrom.  Cotterell  v.  Jones^  11  C.  B. 
713.  Whether  or  not  it  will  lie  wUJi  such  an  allegation, — quere. 
lb.    See  2  K.  S.  661,  §  1 ;  Craig  v.  Twomey,  14  Gray,  486. 

Section  3.  Actions  for  injuries  to  person  or  personal  rights. 
The  numberless  injuries  which  may  be  done  to  the  person,  or  to 
personal  rights,  have  furnished  materials  for  a  vast  collection  of 
large  volumes ;  and  a  resort  must  be  had  to  them  and  to  the 
reports  and  statutes  for  fuU  information.  Two  inquiries  ought 
always  to  be  made  and  satisfactorily  answered,  before  instituting 
an  action.  First.  Are  the  facts  such  that,  upon  the  whole  case, 
independently  of  any  defense,  the  law  will  give  a  right  of  action. 
Secondly.  Can  the  defense  establish  facts  which  will  constitute 
a  complete  answer  or  bar  to  the  action,  by  showing  a  legal 
excuse  or  justification  for  the  acts  done.  Tliese  questions  may 
not  always  be  easy  to  dispose  of,  but  their  examination  is  an 
imperative  duty. 

Section  4.  Actions  relating  to  property^  real  or  personal.  This 
subject,  like  the  last  preceding  one,  is  so  vast  that  nothing 
more  will  be  done  than  to  remind  the  student  of  the  importance 
of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  relating  to  such  property. 
There  is  no  mode  by  which  a  title  to  it  can  be  acquired  that  may 
not  be  a  subject  of  investigation.  There  is  no  wrong  which  can 
be  done  to  it  which  may  not  need  the  aid  of  the  courts.  And 
there  is  no  contract  which  can  be  made  in  relation  to  it  that  may 
not  become  a  subject  of  inquiry. 

If  the  inquiry  involves  a  question  of  title,  then  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  particular  kind  of  title  which  is  claimed  to 
exist.  If  the  right  of  possession  is  in  dispute,  this  question  may 
require  much  labor  to  solve  it.  If  the  action  be  for  a  wrong  done 
to  such  property,  the  right  of  the  complainant  thereto,  his  right 
of  possession  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  and  the  right  of  the 
defendant  to  do  the  acts  complained  of,  may  all  become  impor- 
tant. In  brief,  nothing  that  relates  to  the  title,  the  right  of  pos- 
session, or  the  claim  made  by  the  defendant,  is  to  be  overlooked, 
and  to  point  them  out  in  detail  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  work. 

Fraud  in  obtaining  personal  property  is  a  wrong  to  property, 
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Actions  founded  upon  contracta  —  Upon  torts. 


and  an  action  lies  as  clearly  as  for  a  wrongful  taking  or  conver- 
sion of  it.     ClecelaTid  v.  Barrows^  59  Barb.  364. 

Section  5.  Actions  founded  npon  contracts.  Some  of  the  most 
important  interests  in  society  are  based  upon  contracts,  express 
or  implied,  and  as  actions  are  daily  brought  for  the  breach  of 
such  contracts,  so  the  whole  law  on  that  subject  must  be  a  con- 
stant subject  of  investigation.  Some  few  elements  of  contracts 
must  always  be  kept  in  view  when  investigating  rights  claimed 
to  be  founded  upon  contract.  There  must  be  a  subject-matter 
of  the  contract ;  a  sufficient  legal  consideration ;  an  assent  given 
by  parties  legally  competent ;  an  agreement,  express  or  implied, 
to  do  or  omit  some  specified  or  understood  thing ;  the  contract 
must  be  executed  in  due  form  of  law,  and  it  must  not  be  illegal 
in  its  nature  or  provisions.  Some  one  or  more,  of  these  matters 
require  attention  in  every  case  where  a  remedy  is  claimed  by 
virtue  of  a  contract,  or  where  a  defense  resting  on  contract  is 
interposed. 

Section  6.  Actions  founded  upon  torts.  The  infinite  variety  of 
injuries  which  may  be  done  to  person,  to  personal  rights,  or 
to  property,  real  or  personal,  affords  a  wide  field  of  investigation 
as  to  rights  and  remedies.  It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  enu- 
merate all  the  wrongs  of  which  the  law  takes  cognizance,  and  in 
respect  of  which  redress,  in  the  shape  of  compensation  in  dam- 
ages, is  afforded.  Assuming  that  due  attention  will  be  given  to 
those  cases  in  which  an  action  will  lie  if  the  proper  facts  are 
established,  it  will  next  be  important  to  point  out  some  of  the 
cases  in  which  no  action  can  be  maintained,  even  in  cases  in 
which  it  is  clear  that  one  party  has  sustained  damages  from  the 
acts  or  omissions  of  another. 

To  constitute  an  actionable  tort,  the  general  rule  is,  that  there 
must  be  an  actual  or  legal  damage  to  the  plaintiff,  and  a  wrong- 
fnl  act  by  the  defendant.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  one  person 
may  sustain  a  serious  injury  at  the  hands  of  another,  as  in  the 
case  of  an  inevitable  accident  {Hartey  v.  DunJUyp^  Hill  &  Denio, 
193),  or  a  lawful  act  done  ih  a  lawful  manner,  without  any  care- 
lessness or  negligence,  in  which  cases  there  is  no  l^gal  injury, 
and  no  tort  which  will  sustain  an  action  for  damages.  Again,  a 
party  in  doing  an  act  in  necessary  self-defense  may  injure  an- 
other without  being  liable  to  an  action,  as  where  a  lighted  fire- 
work is  thrown  into  a  company  and  again  thrown  out  in  self- 
defense,  when  it  falls  against  another,  or  explodes  in  his  face  and 
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blinds  him.  Scott  v.  Sheph&rd,  3  Wils.  403 ;  2  W.  Bla.  892.  So 
if  a  person' s  lands  are  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  sea,  he  may 
erect  proper  sea-walls  for  the  protection  of  his  lands,  without 
liability  for  any  injury  which  his  neighbor  may  sustain  in  con- 
sequence. Rex  V.  Pagham^  Com.y  etc.j  8  B.  &  C.  360.  One  who 
owns  a  house  commanding  a  fine  sea  view,  may  seU  the  house, 
and  afterward  build  on  his  own  land  in  such  a  manner  as  to  shut 
out  the  sea  view  of  such  purchaser,  and  yet  not  be  liable  to  an 
action.  There  may  be  other  wrongs  which  do  not  cause  such 
legal  damages  as  to  sustain  an  action,  as  where  there  is  a  slander 
by  word  of  mouth,  but  the  words  do  not  convey  an  imputation 
of  an  indictable  offense,  if  the  injured  party  has  not,  in  conse- 
quence, sustained  some  pecuniary  loss,  or  been  injured  in  his 
trade,  occupation  or  profession.  At  common  law  the  most  unjust 
and  public  charge  or  imputation  of  a  want  of  chastity  on  the 
part  of  a  female  is  not  actionable  without  proof  of  actual  dam- 
ages, though  the  rule  is  otherwise  by  statute  in  this  State. 

There  are  other  cases  in  which  the  damage  is  too  remote  to 
give  rise  to  a  cause  of  action.  The  publication  of  a  libel  upon 
an  opera  singer,  who  was  deterred  from  singing  because  of  her 
fears  of  injury  which  might  be  done  by  some  one  influenced  by 
the  libel,  but  not  on  account  of  the  publication  of  the  libel  itself, 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  by  the  manager  against 
the  author  of  the  libel.  AshUy  v.  Harrison^  1  Esp.  49.  So,  in 
an  action  for  slander,  when  the  defendant  has  uttered  slanderous 
words  in  respect  of  the  plaintiff*,  not  imputing  to  him  any  indict- 
able offense,  and  creating  a  cause  of  action  only  in  case  the 
utterance  of  the  slander  has  caused  actual  legal  damage  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  no  such  damage  has  accrued  to  the  plaintiff 
directly  from  the  utterance  of  the  words,  and  they  would  have 
failed  to  produce  any  injurious  consequences  to  the  plaintiff",  if 
they  had  not  been  repeated  by  another  person,  the  injury  result- 
ing from  the  intervention  of  that  other  person  cannot  be  visited 
upon  the  defendant.  Ward  v.  Weeks^  7  Bing.  211 ;  Parkins  v. 
Scott,  1  H.  &  C.  153. 

Oompetifion  in  trade  is  not  actionable.  In  such  a  case  there 
is .  no  wrong,  for  the  act  done  is  the  mere  exercise  of  an 
undoubted  right  which  belongs  to  every  member  of  society.  So, 
if  a  fisherman  fits  out  a  boat  with  lines  and  nets,  and  goes  to  fish 
in  the  «high  seas,  and  another  fisherman  pomes  and  fishes  beside 
him,  and  with  tempting  baits,  or  other  contrivances,  draws  away 
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the  fish  from  the  lines  and  nets  of  the  first  comer,-  with  a  view  of 
catching  them  himself,  an  injuiy  may  be  done ;  but  there  is  no 
tort  or  wrong,  for  the  one  had  as  much  right  to  fish,  and  to  use 
&ir  and  reasonable  means  to  catch  fish,  as  the  other ;  but  if  the 
rival  fisherman  lays  hold  of  the  nets  of  the  first  comer,  or  vio- 
lently disturbs  the  water  and  drives  away  the  fish,  and  prevents 
the  latter  by  *force  or  violence  from  exercising  his  occupation  or 
calling,  there  is  then  a  wrong  done  to  him,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
compensation  in  damages.     Young  v.  HicJiens^  6  Q.  B.  606. 

Where  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  contributed  to  bring 
about  the  injury  complained  of,  he  will,  as  a  general  rule,  be 
remediless,  and  upon  this  point  the  cases  are  very  numerous. 
But  in  this  connection  it  should  be  noticed  that  contributory 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  may  not  prevent  his  action, 
unless  his  acts  were  such  that  but  for  them  the  injury  could  not 
have  happened ;  or,  if  it  appear  that  the  defendant  might  have 
avoided  the  consequences  of  the  plaintiff's  neglect  or  careless- 
ness, by  the  exercise  of  due  care  on  his  own  part.  See  the  cases 
2  Wait' s  Dig.  1087  to  1091. 

An  action  will  lie  for  a  continuing  tortious  act,  which  inju- 
riously affects  the  property  of  another  although  no  appreciable 
damage  results  from  it.  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  v.  Tor- 
rey^  33  Penn.  St.  (9  Cas.)  143 ;  see,  also,  Thomas  v.  Braxikney^  17 
Barb.  654  ;  Carhart  v.  Auburn  OasUght  Co.,  22  id.  297 ;  Honsee 
T.  Hammond,  89  id.  89  ;  C  Riley  v.  McChesney,  3  Lans.  278. 

Section  7.  Is  there  an  existing  right  of  action.  A  full  and 
careful  examination  of  a  case  may  show  clearly  that  there  was 
once  a  good  cause  of  action ;  but,  as  tjiere  are  many  ways 
in  which  such  right  of  action  may  be  suspended,  impaired,  or 
destroyed,  it  is  always  proper  to  consider  how  far  the  case  in 
hand  has  been  thus  affected,  and  whether  there  is  a  present  per 
feet  right  of  action. 

When  all  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint  are  conceded  to  be 
true,  but  they  are  not  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action, 
the  occurrence  of  a  material  fact  after  the  service  of  the  summons 
cannot  be  incorporated  in  the  complaint,  and  will  not  be  of  any 
avail  in  maintaining  the  action,  because  the  right  of  action  must 
be  complete  before  the  action  is  brought..  McCullough  v.  Colby, 
4  Bosw.  603 ;  5  id.  477 ;  WaUson  v.  Thibou,  17  Abb.  184 ; 
Buchanan  v.  Comstock,  67  Barb.  582 ;  Hare  v.  Van  Deusen,  32 
id.  92 ;  Oothout  v.  Ballard,  41  id.  33 ;  Smith  v.  Aylesworth,  40 


[ 


38  RIGHT  OP  ACTION. 

Is  there  an  existing  right  of  action. 

id.  104  ;  Castrique  v.  Berndbo^  6  Q.  B.  498 ;  King  v.  AccumuUi' 
iive  Assurance  Co.^  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  151. 

As  there  are  many  important  matters  which  require  due  con- 
sideration before  bringing  an  action,  it  may  be  convenient  to 
refer  to  some  of  them. 

First  AVhere  there  has  once  been  a  good  cause  of  action,  it  is 
well  to  inquire  whether  it  has  been  relinquished  or  forfeited  by 
any  act  or  omission  of  the  party  entitled  to  it,  as  by  laches,  lapse 
of  time  or  otherwise. 

Secondly.  If  the  cause  of  action  arises  on  contract,  has  the 
plaintiff  performed  all  such  terms  or  conditions  of  it  as  the  law 
requires  of  him  before  the  other  party  can  be  put  in  default  ? 

Thirdly.  Are  there  any  acts  which  ought  to  be  done  by  the 
complaining  party  before  his  right  of*  action  is  complete ;  such 
as  making  a  request  or  demand  upon  the  opposite  party,  giving 
notice  of  some  matter  or  thing  of  which  he  is  entitled  to  notice, 
or  offering  to  do  some  act  or  perform  some  condition  ?  . 

Fourthly.  Has  the  performance  of  the  contract  become  illegal 
by  act  or  operation  of  law  ;  or  has  it  become  impossible  by  any 
acts  or  events  which  will  legally  excuse  the  performance  by  the 
defendant  ? 

Fifthly.  Has  the  defendant  done  any  thing  which  will  relieve 
him  from  the  liability  to  an  action,  such  as  making  a  tender 
before  suit  brought,  or  offering  judgment,  paying  the  demand, 
or  offering  to  liquidate  damages,  so  that  he  will  be  relieved  from 
the"  costs  of  the  action  even  though  the  plaintiff  has  a  verdict  \ 

Sixthly.  Has  the  right  of  action,  if  once  perfect,  been  in  any 
manner  destroyed  or  barred,  as  by  a  release,  an  accord  and 
satisfaction,  an  arbitrament  and  award,  or  been  discharged  by 
operation  of  law,  or  the  like  ? 

Seventhly.  Has  the  right  of  action  been  suspended,  as  by 
taking  a  negotiable  security  which  is  not  due  ;  by  a  valid  exten- 
sion of  the  time  of  performance  which  has  not  expired ;  or  by 
any  valid  agreement  which  prevents  an  immediate  action  \ 

Eighthly.  Has  the  plaintiff  recovered  a  judgment  in  a  case  in 
which  he  seeks  a  remedy  founded  upon  such  recovery,  or  has  he 
been  defeated  in  an  action  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  recover  the  con- 
sequent loss  from  the  defendant ;  or  has  a  right  of  action  been 
established  at  law  in  those  cases,  in  which  such  a  recovery  is 
necessary  before  an  equitable  remedy  is  given,  as  by  injunc- 
tion, etc.  ? 
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Ninthly.  Where  the  cause  of  action  arose  upon  contract,  how 
far  will  an  action  be  aflFected  by  a  discharge  or  other  proceeding 
under  a  bankrupt  or  insolvent  law  ? 

TeviMy.  Is  either  party  under  any  legal  disability,  such  as 
infancy,  coverture,  lunacy,  alienage  or  the  like ;  and  if  so,  what 
steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  so  that  the  remedy  shall  be  legally 
pursued  ? 

Eleventhly.  Is  the  claim  or  demand  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations ;  and  if  it  has  been,  is  the  demand  renewed  by  a 
written  promise,  by  a  valid  part  payment  or  the  like  ? 

Prom  these  general  suggestions  it  will  be  seen  that  the  plain- 
tiff must  examine  the  law  carefully  as  to  his  original  right  of 
action,  and,  in  addition,  must,  as  far  as  possible,  anticipate  every 
ground  of  defense  which  is  likely  to  be  interposed. 

Section  8.  Camulatlye  or  exelaslve  remedies  by  action.  A  stat- 
ute which  provides  that  a  penalty  imposed  by  it  may  be  recovered 
by  a  summary  proceeding  ui)on  complaint  before  two  or  more 
justices,  does  not  bar  the  party  from  his  remedy  by  action. 
GoUinson  v.  Newcastle  &  Darlington  Bailway  Co.^  1  Car.  &  Kir. 
546 ;  Lichfield  v.  Simpson^  8  Q.  B.  65.  But  where  a  pecuniary 
obligation  is  created  by  a  statute,  and  a  remedy  expressly  given 
for  enforcing  it,  that  remedy  must  be  adopted.  8t.  Panx^ras 
{Vestry)  y.  Battenbury^  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  477;  Dudley  Y.-Mayhew^ 
3  Comst.  9 ;  First  National  Bank  of  Whitehall  v.  Lawh^  67 
Barb.  434.  Where  a  statute  authorizes  a  corporation  to  forfeit 
the  shares  of  stock  of  a  subscriber  for  the  non-payment  of  install- 
ments due  upon  a  stock  subscription,  an  exercise  of  the  right  of 
forfeiture  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  will  bar  any  subsequent 
action  for  such  installments.  Small  v.  HerJcimer  Manyfax^turing 
Co.,  2  Comst.  330 ;  Mills  v.  Stewart,  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  384. 

Section  9.  Illegality  of  ground  of  action.  No  principle  of  law  is 
better  settled  than  that  which  declares  that  an  action  cannot  be 
maintained  upon  any  ground  or  cause  which  the  law  declares  to 
be  iUt^L  Davidson  v.  Lanier,  4  Wall.  447 ;  Bolfe  v.  DeVmar, 
7  Rob.  80 ;  St^artson  v.  Lothrop,  12  Gray,  62 ;  Howard  v,  Har- 
ris, 8  Allen,  297 ;  Pearce  v.  Brooks,  L.  R.,  1  Exch.  213 ;  Smith 
V.  White,  L.  R.,  1  Eq.  Cas.  626. 


CHAPTER  V. 


JURISDICTION    OP  ACTIONS, 


ARTICLE  I. 

IK     OENEBAL. 

Section  1.  Definition  and  incidents.  Jurisdiction  is  that 
power  which  the  law  confers  upon  courts,  judges  or  other  judi- 
cial officers  to  take  cognizance  of  actions  or  proceedings,  and 
to  decide  them  according  to  law,  and  to  carry  their  decision,  de- 
cree or  judgment  into  execution.  The  tract  of  land  over  which 
such  jurisdiction  is  exercised  is  called  the  territorial  jurisdiction. 
Jurisdiction  is  original,  when  it  is  conferred  on  the  court  or 
officers  in  the  first  instance.  It  is  appellate,  when  an  appeal 
may  be  taken  from  the  decision  or  judgment  of  another  court. 
It  is  concurrent,  when  it  may  be  entertained  by  several  courts ; 
although  it  is  a  rule,  in  these  cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  that 
the  court  which  is  first  seized  of  the  cause  shall  try  it  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  other.  It  is  exclusive,  when  only  one  court  has 
the  right  to  try  the  suit,  action,  or  matter  in  dispute.  Assistant 
jurisdiction  is  that  which  is  afforded  by  a  court  of  chancery  in 
aid  of  a  court  of  law,  as,  for  example,  by  a  bill  of  discovery. 

A  court  which  takes  cognizance  of  an  action,  and  proceeds  in 
it,  decides  in  effect  that  it  has  jurisdiction,  although  such 
decision  may  not  be  announced  in  express  terms.  Clary  v. 
Hoaglaridy  6  Cal.  685.  ^  And  where  a  court  has  the  parties 
before  it,  it  must  necessarily  obtain  jurisdiction  so  far  as  to 
decide  whether  it  can  entertain  the  suit  or  proceeding,  that  is, 
whether  it  has  jurisdiction  of  the  action.  King  v.  Poole^  36 
Barb.  242.  See  CuTriberlaTid  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  v.  Hoffman 
Steam  Coal  Co.^  39  Barb.  16 ;  16  Abb.78 ;  Humiston  v.  BaUard^ 
40  How.  40. 

Where  jurisdiction  is  conferred  in  general  terms,  or  for 
general  or  special  purposes,  the  grant  of  such  jurisdiction  will 
carry  with  it  all  such  legal  incidents  as  are  necessary  and  proper 
to  secure  the  exercise  of  the  authority.    Stiefv.  Hart^  1  Comst. 
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20 ;  Rohbins  v.  GorTiam,  25  N.  Y.  (11  Smith)  588,  594 ;    Voorhees 
V.  Martin,  12  Barb.  508. 

Where  a  court  has  jurisdiction  it  has  a  right  to  decide  every 
question  which  occurs  in  the  cause,  and  whether  its  decision  be 
correct  or  otherwise,  its  judgment,  until  reversed,  is  regarded  as 
binding  in  every  other  court.  But  if  it  acts  without  authority, 
its  judgments  and  orders  are  regarded  as  nullities ;  they  are  not 
voidable  but  simply  void.  People  v.  Sturtevant^  9  N.  Y.  (5 
Seld.)  263,  266  ;   Wilcox  v.  Jackson,  13  Peters,  511. 


ARTICLE  II. 

COMMOX-LAW  JURISDICTIOiq'. 

Section  1.  Nature  and  origin.  The  origin  of  courts  has  been 
elsewhere  sufficiently  explained.  And,  in  relation  to  the  author- 
ity exercised  by  courts  generally,  but  few  remarks  are  required. 
In  the  creation  of  courts  and  in  the  delegation  of  judicial  author- 
ity to  them,  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  instances  in 
which  such  authority  may  be  exercised.  And  when  general 
rules  of  law  have  been  established  for  the  determination  of  the 
rights  of  person  and  of  property,  and  general  rules  of  practice 
have  been  adopted,  it  is  left  to  the  court  by  the  aid  of  these  rules 
of  law  and  of  practice  to  determine  what  cases  are,  and  what  not, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  which  such  case  is  sub- 
mitted. And,  in  a  vast  number  of  the  causes  which  have  been 
decided  by  the  courts,  no  other  authority  for  their  trial  is  to  be 
found,  except  that  conferred  by  the  principles  of  the  common 
law,  or  of  those  of  courts  of  equity.  In  all  such  cases,  where 
courts  hear  and  determine  those  matters  which  are  within  the 
reason  of  the  rule  which  organized  them  and  gave  them  author- 
ity, it  is  an  invaluable  part  of  their  powers  that  they  may  act 
without  being  required  to  point  out  a  specific,  express  grant  of 
power  in  the  particular  case ;  for  if  this  could  be  exacted  of 
them,  the  result  would  be  to  deprive  them  of  a  large  share  of 
the  authority  which  they  have  exercised  from  time  out  of  mind, 
^^  by  general  consent,  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  so- 
ciety at  large.  If  any  one  desires  to  know  how  extensively 
this  practice  has  prevailed,  let  him  briefly  trace  the  source 
of  those  powers  which  are  daily  exercised  by  our  supreme  court 
in  actions  at  law,  or  in  suits  in  equity. 

6 
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ARTICLE  III. 

CONSTirunONAL    AND    STATUTORY  JURISDICTION. 

Section  I.  In  general.  The  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  superior 
courts  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  particular  chapters  devoted 
to  that  purpose.  That  our  higher  courts  were  always  similar  to 
those  of  the  English  superior  courts,  and  in  the  main  founded 
upon  them,  is  well  known.  And,  since  the  establishment  of  our 
State  government,  the  rule  has  been  the  same,  as  the  English 
common  law  was  adopted  as  a  part  of  our  system  of  laws.  The 
jurisdictions  of  the  supreme  court,  and  of  the  court  of  chancery 
have  never  been  distinctly  pointed  out,  either  in  the  constitutions 
or  the  statutes  of  this  State.  The  first  constitution  treats  these 
courts  as  existing,  and  mentions  the  chancellor  and  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court,  but  does  not  declare  or  define  the  jurisdiction 
of  these  courts.  Const,  of  1777,  article  16.  By  the  constitution  of 
1822,  article  7,  section  13,  the  English  common  law  was  adopted. 
By  article  7,  sections  3,  4,  6,  6  and  7,  provision  is  made  in  rela- 
tion to  the  j  udges  and  chancellor,  but  their  jurisdiction  is  not  there 
defined.  The  constitution  of  1846,  article  7,  section  3,  provides  for 
a  supreme  court,  having  general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity. 
The  judiciary  act  of  1847,  chapter  280,  section  16,  declares  that 
the  supreme  court  shall  possess  the  same  powers  and  exercise 
the  same  jurisdiction  as  had  formerly  been  possessed  by  the 
supreme  court  and  the  court  of  chancery. 

By  the  Code  of  Procedure,  section  10,  the  same  jurisdiction  is 
continued.  The  present  constitution,  article  6,  section  6,  con- 
tinues the  existing  jurisdiction,  and  chapter  408  of  Laws  of  1870 
provides  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  constitution  into 
effect. 

Prom  this  brief  review,  it  is  readily  seen  that  the  civil  juris- 
diction of  the  supreme  court  extends  to  all  actions  or  suits  which, 
are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English  courts  of  queen's 
bench,  common  pleas,  exchequer,  or  the  court  of  chancery. 
There  are  statutes  which  expressly  confer  or  define  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  supreme  court  in  specified  cases.  But,  as  a  whole 
system,  there  are  no  constitutional  or  statutory  provisions  which 
clearly  and  explicitly  declare  or  define  the  precise  limits  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  in  all  cases,  except  in  so  far  as  a 


JURISDICTION  OP  ACTIONS.  43 

In  general. 

general  reference  of  the  character  adopted  may  be  said  to  be 
certain,  since  it  refers  to  a  system  which  is  substantially  well 
defined.  The  supreme  court,  as  now  organized,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  possessing  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  a  legal  or 
equitable  nature,  and  as  competent  to  secure  every  right  and  to 
give  every  remedy  or  relief  which  the  law  guarantees  to  any 
person.  There  are  a  few  exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  but 
they  need  not  be  here  specified. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

juBismcnoN  op  statb  courts. 

Section  I.  In  general.  Under  a  government  like  that  of  the 
United  States,  where  there  are  several  large  States,  and  each 
possessing  an  extensive  as  well  as  exclusive  jurisdiction  within 
its  hmits,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  eaoh  State  does  not  extend  beyond  its  territorial  limits, 
and  that  within  such  limits  its  jurisdiction  is  exclusive.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States  courts  there  are  exceptions  to  this  general 
rnle.  So,  too,  the  judgments  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  respect 
and  the  aid  of  other  States  in  carrying  them  into  eflFect  in  such 
States  when  necessary.  In  most  cases,  a  party  who  seeks  a 
remedy  against  a  resident  of  a  particular  State,  or  against  his 
property  situated  within  it,  must  apply  to  the  courts  of  that 
State  for  the  relief  sought.  The  particular  instances  in  which 
State  courts  have  or  have  not  jurisdiction,  in  such  cases,  will  be 
pointed  out  in  the  proper  places. 

ARTICLE  V. 

SUPERIOR  AND  INFERIOR  COURTS. 

Section  I.  In  general.  Those  courts  which  have  general 
jurisdiction  in  law  or  equity  cases  are  usually  termed  superior 
conrts,  while  those  which  liave  but  a  limited  jurisdiction  as  to 
subject-matter,  locality  i>r  persons,  are  called  inferior  courts. 
The  proceedings  of  an  inferior  court  may  be  as  regular  and  its 
judgment  as  conclusive  as  those  of  a  superior  court.  But  the 
mode  of  establishing  that  fact  is  not  always  the  same.  A  court 
of  general  or  superior  jurisdiction  is  presumed  to  have  acted 
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within  its  jurisdiction,  and  this  presumption  continues  until  the 
contrary  is  shown.  The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  a  superior 
court  need  not  show  affirmatively  that  it  had  jurisdiction,  so  far 
as  the  authority  to  act  is  concerned,  when  the  question  arises 
collaterally,  but  it  is  otherwise  when  the  question  arises  by  way 
of  review  for  the  correction  of  errors,  and  the  question  has  been 
properly  raised  in  due  time.  Limited  or  inferior  courts  have  no 
jurisdiction  except  that  specially  conferred,  or  such  incidental 
powers  as  may  be  included  in  the  general  delegation  of  the 
authority.  And  in  such  cases  the  records  of  their  proceedings 
ought  to  show  affirmatively  on  their  face  that  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  except  in  those  cases  which  permit  extrinsic  evi- 
dence for  the  .purpose  of  establishing  that  fact.  2  Wait' s  Law 
and  Pract.  21. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

EXCLUSIVE  OR  CONCUREEIST  JURISDICTION. 

Section  I.  In '  general.  The  jurisdiction  of  any  court  is  ex- 
clusive, when  no  other  court  can  exercise  the  same  powers  in 
relation  to  the  action.  In  some  cases  the  United  States  courts 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  State  courts  have  no  author- 
ity to  act  in  the  matter.  So,  too,  in  reference  to  the  several 
courts  in  a  State,  there  may  be  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  con- 
ferred upon  one  court  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  courts  of  the 
same  State.  The  distinction  between  the  powers  of  the  superior 
and  the  inferior  courts  illustrate  this  point.  Again,  in  those 
States  in  which  courts  of  law  and  courts  of  equity  are  separate 
organizations,  there  are  numerous  instances  in  which  each  court 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  This  subject,  however,  is  less  impor- 
tant here,  since  the  powers  of  the  two  courts  are  now  exercised 
by  the  supreme  court. 

The  jurisdiction  of  courts  is  concurrent,  when  each  of  several 
diflferent  courts  has  the  same  right  to  act  in  relation  to  its  sub- 
ject-matter, or  as  to  the  persons  of  the  parties.  There  are  many 
cases  in  which  there  is  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  most  respects, 
while  there  are  few  cases  in  wliich  tlie  powers  of  the  court  are 
identical.  Within  certain  limits  as  to  amount,  and  as  to  the 
locality  of  the  parties,  when  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  money 
has  been  brought  in  a  justices'  court,  it  may  be  said  to  have 
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exercised  a  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  that  of  the  supreme 
court  as  to  the  recovery  of  that  amount.  But,  the  most  that  can 
be  properly  said  is,  that  the  inferior  court  has  a  limited  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.  There  are  also  courts  of  record,  such  as  the 
county  courts,  and  other  courts  of  record  of  cities,  which  exer- 
cise a  jurisdiction  concurrent  in  some  respects  with  that  possessed 
by  the  supreme  court.  But,  in  all  such  cases,  while  the  inferior 
courts  possess  a  limited  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  some  respects, 
it  cannot  be  said  of  any  of  them  that  their  jurisdiction  is  in  any 
other  respect  concurrent  with  that  of  the  supreme  court.  There 
may  be  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  as  to  some  remedies,  while  in 
all  other  respects  the  jurisdiction  is  in  no  sense  concurrent. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

JURISDICTION  OF  SUBJECT-MAITER. 

Section  1.  In  generaL  In  actions  in  the  supreme  court  there 
can  seldom  be  any  question  as  to  the  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  action,  since  this  court  has  general  jurisdiction 
at  law  and  in  equity.  But  even  this  court  is  sometimes  without 
authority  to  act,  as  in  the  case  of  an  action  to  restrain  the  infringe- 
ment of  a  patent  right.  Dvdley  v.  MayJiew^  3  N.  Y,  (3  Comst.) 
9.  If  the  law  does  not  confer  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  action,  no  consent  given  by  the  parties  will  be  of  any 
avail,  even  though  there  should  be  an  express  agreement  not  to 
raise  the  question.  lb.  And  the  objection  may  be  interposed  at 
any  time,  since  in  that  case  there  can  be  no  waiver  of  it ;  but  the 
judgment  will  be  held  entirely  void  at  all  times  and  in  all  places. 
See  the  cases  cited  in  Wait' s  Code,  24,  26,  26. 

Courts  cannot  be  deprived  of  their  jurisdiction  by  any  agree- 
ment of  the  parties,  as  by  an  agreement  that  matters  of  difference 
arising  out  of  a  specified  contract  shall  be  submitted  to  arbi- 
tration. Hart  V.  Lauman^  29  Barb.  411 ;  Haggart  v.  Morgan^ 
5  N.  Y.  (1  Seld.)  422.    See  1  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  1013. 

Nor  can  they  by  consent  confer  jurisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter  of  actions,  where  none  is  given  by  law.  Dudley  v.  May- 
hew,  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  9  ;  Beach  v.  Nixon,  9  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  36 ; 
2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  15;  Avardsv.  Bhodes,  8  Exch.  312; 
Lavyrence  v.  Wilcock,  11  Ad.  &  E.  941 ;  Vansittart  v.  Taylor,  4 
E.  &  B.  910,  912. 
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ARTICLE  VIIL 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PER80K. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Before  any  court  can  acquire  juris- 
diction over  the  person  of  the  defendant,  there  must  be  some 
steps  taken  to  bring  him  into  the  court.  2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac. 
11  to  15.  No  one  can  be  lawfully  condemned  before  he  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  There  is  a  material  diflference, 
however,  between  this  case  and  that  relating  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  action.  In  the  latter  case  we  have  seen  that  con- 
sent cannot  confer  jurisdiction.  But  a  defendant  may  waive  an 
irregulaiity  in  the  mode  of  bringing  him  into  court,  or  he  may 
appear  and  give  jurisdiction  over  his  person  by  consent.  2  Wait' s 
Law  and  Prac.  17  to  20.*  Such  waiver  may  be  express,  or  it 
may  be  implied  from  his  acts,  bj'  taking  subsequent  steps  in  the 
action  without  objection  to  the  previous  irregular  or  void  pro- 
ceedings. But  for  all  practical  purposes,  a  single  remark  is 
sufficient,  as  every  careful  practitioner  will  be  certain  to  proceed 
in  such  a  manner  that  no  valid  objection  can  be  made  in  relation 
to  the  regularity  of  the  steps  by  which  the  defendant  has  been 
proceeded  against  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  jurisdiction  over 
his  person  or  property. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  here  that  in  case  the  defendant  is 
absent  from  the  State,  or  is  a  non-resident,  there  may,  in  a 
proper  case,  be  proceedings  against  his  property  found  in  this 
State. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

DISQUALIFICATIONS  OF  JUDGES. 

Section  I.  In  general.  The  law  declares,  in  some  cases,  that 
a  judge  cannot  sit  as  such  on  account  of  some  mq^tter  personal  to 
himself.  Relationship  to  either  of  the  parties  is  an  instance  of 
this  kind.  2  R.  S.  275,  §  2.  So  of  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  action, 
or  where  he  is  a  party  to  the  action.  lb.  If  he  decided  the  cause 
in  the  court  below,  or  took  part  in  the  decision,  he  cannot  sit  in 
the  appellate  court,  in  review  of  such  decision.  lb.  §  3.  Const., 
art.  6,  §  8.  See,  also,  Real  v.  People,  42  N.  T.  (3  Hand)  270  ; 
8  Abb.  N.  S.  314. 
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Where  a  judge  is  disqualified  to  sit  in  a  cause,  by  reason  of 
consanguinity  to  one  of  the  parties,  he  cannot  sit,  even  by  con- 
sent of  both  parties,  and  if  he  does,  the  judgment  will  be  vaca- 
ted. QaJdey  v.  Aspinwall^  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  647.  See  2 
Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  21  to  38. 


ARTICLE  X. 

JUBISDICTION  IK  SPECIAL  CASES. 

Section  1.  In  generaL  There  are  numerous  cases  of  actions 
and  special  proceedings  in  which  jurisdiction  is  expressly  confer- 
red by  statute  Many  of  these  cases  are  noticed  in  that  part  of 
this  work  which  treats  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court. 

ARTICLE  XL 

BAISING  OE  WAIVING  OBJECTIOK. 

Section  1.  In  generaL  Where  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject-matter  of  the  action,  an  objection  may  be  taken 
at  any  time  ;  but,  where  the  objection  relates  to  the  person  of 
the  defendant,  he  may  waive  any  irregularity  in  the  mode  of 
bringing  him  into  court ;  and,  when  once  waived,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  over  his  person  will"  be  complete.  Such  waiver 
may  be  express  or  implied,  and  if  the  defendant  proceeds  in  the 
action  by  pleading,  or  taking  other  steps  therein,  his  conduct 
will  amount  to  a  waiver  of  all  objections  of  that  kind ;  and,  if  a 
party  would  avail  himself  of  such  objections,  he  must  act 
promptly  in  raiding  them,  and  be  careful  not  to  waive  them  by 
any  subsequent  acts  on  his  part.  See  2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac. 
19,20, 
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ARTICLE  I. 

OBJECT  OF  LIMITING  THE  TIME  OF  COMMEKCING   ACTIONS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  necessity  of  limiting  the  time 
within  which  an  action  may  be  brought,  arises  from  the  incon- 
veniences and  uncertainty  attendant  upon  the  legal  and  equitable 
adjustment  of  rights,  betwixt  parties,  in  cases  where  claims  have 
become  stale,  and  titles  have  long  remained  open.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  law  to  discourage  litigations,  and  in  furtherance  of 
this  policy  it  requires  a  creditor  to  bring  his  action  within  a 
reasonable  and  prescribed  period  or  to  take  the  risk  of  losing  his 
demand  ;  for,  an  unlimited  permission  to  litigate  claims  of  long 
standing  would  forever  open  the  door  for  frauds  and  perjuries. 
Besides  which,  general  policy  requires  for  the  sake  of  mankind 
at  large,  that  the  person  who  has  long  enjoyed,  and  who  has  the 
credit  attributed  to  long  enjoyment,  should  not  be  lightly  dis- 
turbed. Lord  Eldon,  Hayesl  Introd.  1.  223 :  The  age  of  a  claim 
is  always  a  proper  element  for  consideration  in  determining 
whether  it  is  a  legal,  subsisting  obligation.  A  creditor  usually 
demands,  and  a  debtor  generally  pays,  a  valid  debt,  and  any 
other  conduct  is  exceptional,  and  creditors  rarely  neglect  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  debts  which  can  be  collected.  If  claims 
are  permitted  to  run  a  very  long  time  without  enforcement  or 
demand  of  payment,  the  law  wiU  presume  their  payment  or  ex- 
tinction in  some  legal  manner.  It  is  not  important  to  notice  the 
common-law  rule  as  to  the  time  when  this  presumption  attached, 
as  there  has  long  been  a  statute  defining  and  declaring  the  times 
for  barring  actions  upon  demands. 

Tliis  statute  is  considered  one  of  repose,  and  not  of  presump- 
tion. If  it  were  a  mere  statutory  presumption  of  payment,  then 
any  act  which  rebutted  this  presumption  would  continue  or 
revive  the  debt ;  but,  if  considered  to  be  a  statute  of  repose,  then 
the  debt  cannot  be  revived  except  by  a  voluntary  new  promise 
or  some  equivalent  act. 
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Section  2.  No  limitations  as  to  time  of  commencing  actions  at 
common  law.  At  common  law,  there  was  no  fixed  or  stated 
time  within  which  an  action  must  be  brought,  although  after  a 
great  lapse  of  time  the  claim  or  demand  might  be  presumed 
to  have  been  paid  or  satisfied.  Limitations  are  now  created 
by  and  derive  their  authority  from  statute.  The  People  v.  Gil- 
hert,  18  Johns.  228 ;  Wilcox  v.  Fitch,  20  id.  472 ;  People  v. 
HerkiTner,  4  Cow.  345 ;  United  States  v.  White,  2  Hill,  59 ; 
Receivership  of  Columiian  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  3  Keyes,  123, 
125.  The  people,  however,  are  not  bound  by  the  statute  unless 
expressly  named.  lb.  The  English  statute  of  limitations,  21  Jac. 
I,  ch.  16,  vrith  many  modifications,  has  been  generally  re-enacted 
m  the  States  of  the  Union  in  which  the  principles  of  the  common 
law  prevail,  and  forms  the  basis  of  most  of  the  existing  pro- 
visions on  the  subject  in  the  several  States.  Such  was  the  case 
in  this  State  until  the  adoption  of  the  Code  in  1848. 

Section  3.  How  far  the  Code  repealed  existing  statutes  of  limita- 
tion :  Where  right  of  action  accrued  since  adoption  of  Code.  All 
statutes  relating  to  the  limitation  of  actions,  existing  at  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Codej  were  repealed  by  that  instrument,  except  so  far 
as  they  related  to ' '  actions  already  commenced,  or  where  the  right 
of  action  had  already  accrued,"  and  in  their  stead  were  substi- 
tuted the  provisions  to  be  found  under  Title  II  of  the  Code.  See 
Code,  §  73.    • 

Section  4.  Where  right  of  action  accrued  before  adoption.  The 
provisions  of  the  above  title,  however,  did  not  extend  to  "  actions 
already  commenced  or  where  the  right  of  action  had  already 
accrued,"  the  statutes  then  in  force  being  applicable  in  all  such 
cases,  according  to  the  subject  of  the  action,  and  without  regard 
to  the  form.  Code,  §  73.  Where  the  cause  of  action  accrued 
before  the  enactment  of  the  Code,  no  new  promise  in  writing  is 
necessary ;  and  any  new  promise  which  would  have  been  valid 
under  the  former  statute  will  be  equally  valid  under  the  Code. 
Van  Alen  v.  Felts,  1  Keyes,  332 ;  Coe  v.  Mason,  41  Barb.  612 ; 
Lansing  v.  Blair,  43  N,  Y.  (4  Hand)  48. 

Section  5.  Where  different  limitation  is  prescribed  by  statute. 
In  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  relating  to  limitation  of 
actions  embraced  under  Title  II,  there  are  a  few  other  special 
statutory  provisions,  which  will  hereafter  be  noticed  more  fuUy. 

Section  6.  When  the  statute  commences  to  run.  The  time  within 
which  an  action  may  be  brought,  commences  to  run  '^  after  the 
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cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued  '*  (Code,  §  74),  but  the  day  on 
which  the  right  of  action  accrues  is  to  be  excluded  in  computing 
time  within  which  an  action  is  to  be  commenced.  Cornell  v. 
MovUon^  3  Denio,  12 ;  McOraw  v.  Walker^  2  Hilt.  404 ;  Smith  v. 
Aylesworth^  40  Barb.  104 ;  OothotU  v.  Ballard^  41  id.  33 ; 
Mheridge  v.  Ladd^  44  id.  73 ;  Hodge  v.  Adee^  2  Lans.  314. 

Section  7.  Where  plaintiff  is  under  a  disability.  If  a  person 
entitled  to  commence  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  real  property, 
or  to  make  an  entry  or  defense  founded  on  the  title  to  real  prop- 
erty, or  to  rents  or  services  out  of  the  same,  be  at  the  time  such 
title  shall  first  descend  or  accrue,  either  within  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  insane,  or  imprisoned  on  a  criminal  charge,  or  in 
execution  upon  conviction  of  a  criminal  oflfense  for  a  term  less 
than  for  life,  the  time  during  which  such  disability  shall  continue 
shall  not  be  deemed  any  portion  of  the  time  limited  for  the  com- 
mencement of  such  action,  or  the  making  of  such  entry  or 
defense;  but  such  action  may  be  commenced,  or  entry  or 
defense  made,  after  the  period  of  twenty  years,  and  within  ten 
years  after  the  disability  shall  cease,  or  after  the  death  of  the 
person  entitled,  who  shall  die  under  such  disability ;  but  such 
action  shall  not  be  commenced,  or  entry  or  defense  made,  after 
that  period.    Code,  §  88. 

The  disability  must  exist  when  the  right  of  action  accrued ; 
and  where  two  or  more  disabilities  co-exist  at  the  lime  the  right 
of  action  accrues,  the  limifaition  shall  not  attach  until  they  all 
be  removed.  Code,  §§  106,  107.  The  statute  of  limitations  does 
not  commence  to  run  against  an  infant  cestui  que  trusty  although 
her  right  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  accrues  to  her  more  than  ten 
years  before  she  becomes  of  age.  BucJclin  v.  Bucklin^  1 
Keyes,  141. 

Section  8.  Where  defendant  is  absent  fSrom  State.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  statute  for  the  limitation  of  actions  is 
suspended  in  case  the  defendant  be  absent  from  the  State  when 
the  cause  of  action  accrued,  or  in  case  he  depart  from  and  take 
up  his  residence  out  of  the  State  after  the  right  of  action  shall 
have  accrued,  or  remain  continuously  absent  therefrom  for  the 
space  of  one  year  or  more.    Code,  §  100. 

The  provision  that  the  statute  shall  not  run,  in  case  the  defend- 
ant be  absent  when  the  cause  of  action  accrued,  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  non-residents  as  to  citizens  going  out  of  the  State.  Car^ 
penter  v.  WeUs^  21  Barb.  693 ;  Pov)er  v.  HatJtaway^  43  id.  214. 
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A  foreign  corporation  is  a  person  out  of  the  State  within  section 
100,  and  cannot  plead  the  statute.  Olcott  v.  The  Tioga  Railroad 
Co.,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  210 ;  reversing  S.  C,  26  Barb.  147 ;  Dart 
V.  Farmers^  BavJc  at  Bridgeport,  27  id.  337 ;  MaUory  v.  Tioga 
RaUroad  Co.,  3  Keyes,  354 ;  S.  C,  1  Trans.  App.  203 ;  5  Abb. 
N.  S.  420 ;  36  How.  202.  So  far  as  the  above  provision  of  the 
statute  relates  to  residence,  a  liberal  construction  has  been  given. 
A  change  of  domicile  is  not  necessary  to  constitute  a  party  a 
non-resident ;  a  material  absence,  as  contra-distinguished  from  a 
temporary  departure  and  speedy  return,  is  suflScient.  Harden 
V.  Palmer,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  172 ;  Gans  v.  Frank,  36  Barb.  320. 
The  statute  extends  to  non-residents  as  well  as  to  residents  who 
depart  from  and  reside  out  of  the  State.  Ford  v.  Babcock,  2 
Sandf.  518 ;  7  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  270. 

The  operation  of  the  statute  is  suspended  as  to  a  joint  debtor 
during  the  time  he  is  absent  from  the  State,  although  his  co- 
debtor  has  remained  within  the  State.  Denny  v.  Bmith,  18 
N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  567 ;  Outl&r  v.  WrigM,  22  id.  (8  Smith)  472,  477 ; 
Whites  Bank  of  Bvffalo  v.  Ward,  35  Barb.  637.  The  rule  is 
the  same  in  the  case  of  one  of  two  joint  and  several  debtors. 
Bogert  v.  Vermilya,  10  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  447.  See  10  Barb.  32 ; 
1  Code  R.  N.  S.  212. 

Section  9.  Where  action  abates  by  death  of  party.  On  the 
death  of  a  party  entitled  to  bring  an  action,  where  the  cause  of 
action  survives,  the  time  within  which  the  action  may  be  brought 
by  his  representatives,  is  extended  for  the  term  of  one  year  from 
the  death  of  the  party,  in  addition  to  the  time  limited  by  the 
statute.  Code,  §  102.  It  is  further  provided  by  the  above  sec- 
tion, that,  **  if  a  person,  against  whom  an  action  may  be  brought, 
die  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  the  commence- 
ment thereof,  and  the  cause  of  action  survive,  an  action  may  be 
commenced  against  his  executors  or  administrator  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  and  within  one  year  after  the  issuing  of 
letters  testamentary,  or  of  administration." 

The  provision  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (2  R.  S.  448,  §  8),  that 
the  term  of  eighteen'  months  after  the  death  of  any  testator  or 
intestate  shall  not  be  deemed  any  part  of  the  time  limited  by  law 
for  the  commencement  of  an  action  against  his  executors  or 
administrators,  remains  in  full  force  and  effect,  notwithstanding 
the  provisions  of  the  above  section  of  the  Code.  Scoml  v.  Scovil, 
45  Barb.  517;  S.C,  30  How.  246.  See  Penny  v.  Brice,  18  C.  B.  N. 
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S.  393.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  debtor  while  residing  out  of 
the  State,  if  he  was  so  absent  at  the  time  the  cause  of  action 
accrued,  the  statute  commences  running  only  from  the  time  of 
granting  letters  of  administration  in  this  State.  Davis  v.  Oarr^ 
6  N.  Y.  (  2  Seld.)  124 ;  Olcott  v.  Tioga  Railroad  Co.,  20  N.Y.  (  6 
Smith)  210,  225 ;  post,  61,  §  15,  a. 

But  where  a  resident  of  this  State,  indebted  by  simple  contract, 
goes  out  of  the  State  after  such  debt  becomes  due,  and  dies  be- 
fore returning  thereto,  the  statute  will  be  a  bar  to  an  action 
against  his  administrator,  after  six  years  from  the  time  when 
the  debt  became  due,  excluding  the  time  from  the  departure  of 
the  debtor  from  the  State,  until  eighteen  months  after  his  death. 
Chistophers  v.  Garr,  6  N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  61. 

Where  one  obtains  any  property  of  a  deceased  person  the 
statute  commences  to  run  from  the  granting  of  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, and  not  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  proi)erty. 
BucJclin  V.  Ford,  5  Barb.  393. 

Section  10.  Where  action  has  been  stayed.  When  the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  shall  be  stayed  by  injunction  or  statu- 
tory prohibition,  the  time  of  the  continuance  of  the  injunction  or 
prohibition  shall  not  be  part  of  the  tim«  limited  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.     Code,  §  105. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  a  plaintiff  need  not  plead 
specially  that  aii  injunction  has  been  served  on  him.  It  is 
sufficient  if  he  had  notice  of  it.  Berrien  t^.  WrigM,  26  Barb. 
208. 

The  time  during  which  an  injunction  is  operative  must  be 
deducted  when  the  statute  of  limitations  is  interposed  as  a 
defense.     SaTids  v.  Campbell,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  345. 

Where  an  injunction  does  not  prevent  a  party  from  bringing 
an  action  to  enforce  his  rights,  the  fact  that  the  injunction 
restrained  him  from  doing  other  acts  will  not  prevent  the  statute 
from  becoming  a  bar.  McQueen  v.  BahcocJc,  41  Barb.  237 ;  S.  C. 
affirmed,  33  How.  617(7i). 

Section  11.  In  ai^tions  based  on  fSraud.  In  ''an  action  for  relief 
on  the  ground  of  fraud,  in  cases  which  were  heretofore  solely 
cognizable  by  the  court  of  chancery,"  the  operation  of  the 
statute  will  be  suspended,  "  until  the  discovery  by  the  ag- 
grieved party  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud."  Code,  §  91, 
subd.  6;  Gates  v.  Andrews,  37  N.  Y.  (10  Tiff.)  657;  S.  C,  5 
Trans.  App.  176. 


TIME  OP  OOMMENCmG  ACTIONS.  53 

In  soits  by  aliens — Officers  of  corporations. 

Bat  the  Code  restricts  the  rule  to  cases  solely  cognizable  in 
equity,  and  if  the  fraud  is  such  that  the  party  has  a  concurrent 
remedy  at  law  or  in  equity,  the  action  must  be  commenced  with- 
in six  years  from  the  commission  of  the  fraud,  irrespective  of 
the  question  when  the  fraud  was  discovered  by  the  injured 
party.  JFoote  v.  Farrington^  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  164.  See  Mayne 
T.  GriswoU,  3  Sandf.  463  ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  26. 

Section  12.  In  suits  by  aliens.  The  operation  of  the  statute  is 
not  suspended  in  favor  of  an  alien  subject  or  citizen  of  a  country 
at  war  with  the  United  States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
Code,  §  103. 

A  citizen  of  another  State  who  is  engaged  in  war  with  the 
United  States,  is  such  an  enemy  as  to  be  without  remedy  in  our 
courts  until  hostilities  are  ended.  His  claim  may  then  be 
revived  and  recovered.  Bonneau  v.  DinsTrurre^  23  How.  397 ; 
Sanderson  v.  Morgan,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiff.)  231.  The  time  during 
which  the  courts  were  closed  by  the  civil  war  in  the  rebellious 
States  is  to  be  excluded  from  computation..  Hanger  v.  Abbott, 
6  Wall.  532 ;  UnitM  States  v.  Wiley,  11  id.  508. 

Section  13.  Actions  against  offlcers  of  corporations.  Actions 
against  oflBcers  of  corporations  to  recover  a  penalty  or  forfeiture 
imposed,  or  to  enforce  a  liability  created  by  law,  are  not  affected 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Code  under  Title  II,  but  all  such  actions 
must  be  brought  within  six  years  after  the  discovery  by  the 
aggrieved  party  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  penalty  or  forfeiture 
attached,  or  the  liability  was  created.    Code,  §  109. 


ARTICLE  XL 

ACnOIfS  POR  THE  BECOVERY  OF  REAL  PROPERTY. 

Section  1.  When  the  people  will  not  sue.  The  people  of  the 
State  will  not  sue  in  respect  to  any  right  or  title  to  real  property 
that  shall  not  have  accrued  within  forty  years  before  any  action 
or  other  proceeding  for  the  same  shall  be  commenced,  or  unless 
the  people,  or  those  from  whom  they  claim,  shall  have  received 
the  rents  and  profits  of  such  real  property,  or  of  some  part 
thereof,  within  the  space  of  forty  years.    Code,  §  75. 

Under  this  provision  of  the  Code  it  has  been  held,  that  an 
action  by  the  people  to  recover  lands  is  not  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  unless  it  be  shown  that  there  has  been  an  adverse 
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possession  of  forty  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit. 
And  the  people,  it  seems,  are  deemed  to  have  received  the  rents 
and  profits  so  as  to  prevent  the  running  of  the  statutes,  unless 
the  lands  are  held  in  hostility  to  their  title,  even  though  the 
lands  be  wild  and  uncultivated.  People  v.  Arnoldj  4  N.  Y. 
(4  Comst.)  508 ;  People  v.  Rector^  etc.^  of  Trinity  Churchy  32  id. 
(8  Smith)  44. 

8eeti<ni  2*  When  action  cannot  be  brought  by  grantee  of  State. 
No  action  can  be  brought  by  a  grantee  of  the  State,  unless  the 
same  might  have  been  commenced  by  the  people,  in  case  such 
patent  or  grant  had  not  been  issued  or  made.     Code,  §  76. 

Section  3.  Actions  against  grantee  of  void  grant.  Actions 
against  a  grantee  of  a  void  grant  may  be  brought  by  the  people 
of  the  State,  or  by  their  subsequent  grantee  of  the  same  premises, 
within  twenty  years  after  the  said  grant  shall  be  declared  void  by 
a  competent  court,  but  not  after  that  period.    Code,  §  77. 

Section  4.  Seisin  within  twenty  years^  when  necessary ;  in  action 
for  recovery  of  real  property.  In  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property  it  must  appear,  under  section  78  of  the  Code,  that  the 
plaintiff,  his  ancestor,  predecessor  or  grantor  was  seized  or  pos- 
sessed of  the  premises  in  question  within  twenty  years  before  the 
commencement  of  such  action. 

Section  5.  In  actions  or  defenses  founded  upon  title  to  or  rents  of 
real  property.  In  actions  or  defenses  founded  upon  title  to  or 
rents  of  real  property,  the  person  prosecuting  the  action  or  mak- 
ing the  defense  must  show  that  the  ancestor,  predecessor  or 
grantor  of  such  person  was  seized  or  possessed  of  the  premises 
in  question  within  twenty  years  before  the  committing  of  the  act, 
in  respect  to  which  such  action  is  prosecuted  or  defense  made. 
Code,  §  79. 

A  party  bringing  an  action  or  making  a  defense  founded  upon 
the  title  to  real  property,  or  his  ancestor,  etc.,  must  have  had 
such  a  seisin  or  possession  as  carries  with  it  the  title  to  the 
premises,  or  a  right  of  entry  which  will  authorize  an  action  of 
ejectment.  Tyler  v.  Heidorn^  46  Barb.  439 ;  Lyon  v,  CTuise,  51 
id.  13,  15 ;  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Yickery^  3  Lans.  67. 

Section  6.  Entry  or  right  of  entry.  No  entry  upon  real  estate 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  or  valid  as  a  claim,  unless  an  action  be 
commenced  thereupon  within  one  year  after  the  making  of  such 
entry,  and  within  twenty  years  from  the  time  when  the  right  to 
make  such  entry  descended  or  accrued.    Code,  §  80. 
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Jadgment  —  Sealed  instrument — Contracts. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

AOnOKS  OTHBB  THAK  THOSE   FOE  THE   RECOVEBY  OP  BEAL   PROPERTY, 

Section  1.  Action  upon  a  judgment  or  deck'ee.  The  period 
prescribed  by  the-<3ode  within  which  an  action  may  be  brought 
upon  a  judgment  or  decree  of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or 
within  any  State  or  Territory  within  the  United  States,  is  twenty 
years.  Code,  §  90.  The  above  section  includes  judgments  in  the 
marine  and  justices'  courts.  Conger  v.  Vandewater^  1  Abb.  N. 
S.  126  ;  Delavan  v.  FlareTice,  9  Abb.  277,  note.  It  also  includes 
the  decrees  of  a  surrogate.  Faff  v.  Kinney,  1  Bradf.  (Sur.  R.)  4. 
After  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  from  the  docketing  of  a  judg- 
ment it  can  be  revived  only  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  statute. 
It  is  not  competent  for  the  parties  to  revive  it  by  an  order  entered 
on  a  stipulation  by  consent.  Thompson  v.  Jenks,  2  Abb.  N.  S. 
229-  The  presumption  of  the  payment  of  a  judgment  obtained 
before  the  Revised  Statutes  took  effect,  may  be  rebutted  by  show- 
ing a  sheriff's  return  of  an  execution  partly  unsatisfied.  JETen- 
derson  v.  Cairns,  14  Barb.  15.  See,  also,  WaddelPs  Adminisirdtor 
v.  BlTneTidorf's  Administrator,  10  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  170. 

Section  2.  Action  upon  a  sealed  instrument.  An  action  upon  a 
sealed  instrument,  such  as  a  bond,  etc.,  must  be  brought  within 
twenty  years.  Code,  §  90.  This  rule  applies  only  where  the 
cause  of  action  arises  out  of  a  breach  of  the  conditions  of  the 
instrument  under  seal,  and  not  where  such  instrument  merely 
transfers  a  right  of  action  on  a  totally  distinct  and  independent 
agreement,  express  or  implied,  and  where  the  breach  of  such 
latter  agreement  gives  the  right  of  action.  Thus,  where  an  action 
was  brought  to  recover  the  price  of  property  conveyed  at  an 
implied  valuation,  the  action  was  held  to  be  barred  by  the  stat- 
ute after  the  lapse  of  six  years,  though  the  assignment  of  the 
grant  was  by  instrument  under  seal.  Coleman  v.  Second  Avenne 
RaUroad  Co,,  48  Barb.  371 ;  affirmed,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  201 ; 
S,  C,  6  Trans,  App.  146;  35  How,  643  {n.) 

Section  3.  What  actions  must  be  brought  within  six  years ; 
action  upon  contract^  obligation  or  liability.  Under  this  head  are 
included  all  those  numerous  cases  in  which  actions  may  be  brought 
upon  contract,  obligation  or  liability,  express  or  implied,  except- 
ing sealed  instruments,  and  the  time  within  which  they  may  be 
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Six  years — Action  upon  liability  created  by  statute. 


brought  is  limited  to  six  years.  Code,  §  91,  subd.  1.  A  debt,  in 
the  form  of  a  note,  secured  by  a  mortgage,  is  aflTected  by  two  differ- 
ent statutes  of  limitation.  An  action  upon  the  note  may  be  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations  while  the  remedy  upon  the  mort- 
gage remains  unimpaired.  Pratt  v.  Huggins^  29  Barb.  277; 
Heyer  v.  Pruyn^  7  Paige,  466 ;  Thayer,  v.  Mann^  19  Pick.  635 ; 
Baldwin  v.  Norton^  2  Conn.  163  ;  WisweU  v.  Baxter,  20  Wis. 
680 ;  Sllkin  v.  Edwards,  8  Ga.  326. 

In  a  suit  against  prior  indorsers,  by  an  indorser,  compelled  to 
pay  the  amount  of  a  note,  the  six  years  will  run  from  the 
payment  of  the  money,  and  not  from  the  time  when  the  note 
fell  due.  Barker  v.  Cassidy,  16  Barb.  177.  The  remedy  of  the 
payee,  against  the  maker  of  a  note,  under  similar  circumstances, 
is  upon  the  note  itself,  and  hence  the  above  rule  will  not  apply. 
Woodrvff  V.  Moore,  8  Barb.  171.  Where  credit  is  given  on  a 
sale  of  goods,  the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  expiration  of 
that  credit.    Harden  v.  Palmer,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  172. 

The  statute  commences  to  run  against  the  claim  of  an  attorney 
for  professional  services,  and  for  disbursements,  whenever  his  ser- 
vices are  so  brought  to  an  end,  that  an  action  may  be  maintained 
for  them.  Adams  v.  The  Fort  Plain  Bank,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.) 
255  ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  234 ;  reversing  S.  C,  23  How.  46. 

But  an  attorney  engaged  upon  a  general  retainer  in  the  same 
matter  may  allow  a  portion  of  his  disbursements  or  charges  to 
overrun  the  six  years  without  peril  from  the  statute.  Mygatt  v. 
Willcox,  1  Lans.  66. 

Where  services  in  the  management  of  a  farm  are  performed 
for  a  series  of  years,  without  any  express  agreement  as  to  the 
time  or  measure  of  compensation,  no  payments  being  made,  the 
law,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  when  the  statute  begins  to 
run,  will  not  imply  an  agreement  that  the  payment  shall  be 
postponed  until  the  termination  of  the  employment,  but  will 
regard  the  hiring  as  from  year  to  year,  and  the  wages  as  paya- 
ble at  the  same  time.     Davis  v.  Oorton,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  255. 

The  maker  of  a  promissory  note  cannot  recover  back  choses 
in  action  pledged  by  him  as  security  for  its  payment,  simply 
because  an  action  upon  such  note  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations.  Nothing  short  of  actual  payment  or  a  tender  will 
enable  him  to  do  so.  Jones  v  Merchants*  Bank  of  Albany,  6 
Rob.  162. 

Section  4.  Action  upon  liability  created  by  statute.    An  action 
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Trespass  upon  real  property  —  Trover — Repleyin. 


upon  a  liability  created  by  statute,  other  than  a  penalty  or  for- 
feiture, must  be  brought  within  six  years.    Code,  §  91,  subd.  2. 

A  suit  against  a  stockholder  of  a  corporation,  to  charge  him 
individually  with  a  debt  contracted  by  it,  comes  within  the 
above  provision.  Corning  v.  McOullougTiy  1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.) 
47 ;  Conklin  v.  Furman^  67  Barb.  484 ;  8  Abb.  N.  S.  161. 

An  action  brought  to  charge  a  person  as  trustee  of  a  corpora- 
tion with  the  debt  of  the  company,  for  a  failure  to  file  an  annual 
report,  pursuant  to  statute  (Laws  1848,  chapter  4),  relating  to  man- 
ufacturing corporations,  is  an  action  for  a  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
and  must  be  brought  within  three  years.  Merchants^  Bank  of 
New  Hatm  v.  Bliss y  1  Rob.  391  ;  35  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  412.  As  to 
what  acts  subject  to  penalties  in  such  cases,  see  Dabney  v.  Stevens y 
40  How.  341;  10  Abb.  N.  S.  39 ;  2  Sweeny,  416 :  Johnson  v.  Hud- 
son River  JR.  JR.  Co.^  id  298. 

Section  5.  Actions  for  trespass  upon  real  prc^perty.  Under  the 
Code,  section  91,  subdivision  3,  all  actions  for  trespass  upon  real 
property  must  be  brought  within  six  years. 

Section  6.  Actions  of  trover  and  replevin.  An  action  for  taking, 
detaining  or  injuring  any  goods  or  chattels,  including  actions 
for  the  specific  recovery  of  personal  property,  must  be  brought 
within  six  years.  Code,  §  91,  subd.  4.  And  the  date  of  the 
commission  of  the  injury  or  offense  complained  of,  governs  the 
statutory  time.  Thus  in  trover,  when  the  inquiry  is  at  what  time 
the  statute  commences  to  run,  reference  is  had  to  the  time  of 
the  conversion,  and  never  to  the  time  of  demand  and  refusal. 
Kelsey  v.  Oriswoldy  6  Barb.  436. 

In  an  action  against  assessors  for  illegally  assessing  a  tax 
upon  the  plaintiff,  the  statutory  time  will  begin  to  run  when  his 
property  is  taken  by  the  collector  for  sale  to  satisfy  the  tax,  and 
not  from  the  time  of  making  the  assessment.  My  gait  v.  Wash- 
bum,  16  N.  Y.  (1  Smith)  316 ;  ClarJc  v.  Norton,  3*Lans.  484. 

An  action  against  an  agent  for  neglect  to  pay  over  moneys  col- 
lected by  him  must  be  brought  within  six  years,  and  the  statute 
begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  collection,  no  previous  de- 
mand being  necessary.  HickoJc  v.  HickoJc,  13  Barb.  632.  This 
rule  does  not  apply  where  goods  are  left  to  be  sold  on  commis- 
sion. In  such  case  the  owner  has  no  cause  of  action  for  the 
value  of  such  goods  until  demand  made,  and  till  such  demand 
the  statute  will  not  commence  to  run.     Baird  v.  Walker,  12 

Barb.  298 ;  WaUm  v.  Qrofts,  2  Abb.  301  ;  4  E.  D.  Smith,  490, 
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Inj  ury  to  person  or  rights  —  Fraud — Accounts. 

Section  7.  Actions  for  injury  to  the  person  or  rights  of  another 
other  than  contract  rights.  An  action  for  criminal  conversa- 
tion, or  other  injury  affecting  the  person  or  rights  of  another, 
not  arising  on  contract,  must  be  brought  within  six  years. 
This  subdivision  includes  all  torts  or  injuries  not  elsewhere 
specially  noticed,  and  is  very  comprehensive  in  its  scope. 
Code,  §  91,  subd.  5. 

Section  8.  Actions  for  relief  on  ground  of  fraud.  The  sixth  sub- 
division of  section  91  of  the  Code  provides  that  "an  action  for 
relief  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  in  cases  which  heretofore  were 
solely  cognizable  by  the  court  of  chancery ;  the  cause  of  action  in 
such  cases  not  to  be  deemed  to  have  accrued  until  the  discovery 
by  the  aggrieved  party  of  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud,  shall 
be  brought  within  six  years." 

Under  the  Revised  Statutes,  a  party  had  six  years  after  dis- 
covery of  a  fraui  upon  him  in  which  to  bring  his  suit  in  equity 
although  there  was  a  concurrent  remedy  at  law ;  but  the  above 
provision  of  the  Code  has  restricted  this  rule,  dating  the  time  of 
limitation  from  the  discovery  of  the  fraud,  tocases  solely  cogniz- 
able in  equity,  so  that,  if  a  party  has  a  concurrent  remedy  at 
law,  the  action  will  be  barred  in  six  years  from  the  commission 
of  the  fraud.  Foot  v.  Farringtoriy  41  N.  Y,  (2  Hand)  164.  See 
ante^  52,  ch.  6,  §  11. 

Section  9.  Actions  for  an  accounting.  Actions  for  accounting 
purely,  in  a  case  of  mutual,  open,  and  current  accounts,  where 
there  have  been  reciprocal  demands  between  the  parties,  and 
where,  heretofore,  a  court  of  equity  and  a  court  of  law  would  have 
had  concurrent  jurisdiction,  must  be  brought  within  six  years. 
Borst  V.  Corey y  16  N.  Y.  (1  Smith),  505 ;  and  the  provision  of 
section  95  of  the  Code,  that  *Hhe  cause  of  action  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  accrued  from  the  time  of  the  last  item  proved  in  the 
account  on  either  side ' '  is  applicable  to  all  such  cases.  2  Van. 
Sant  Eq.  Pr.  170 

Section  10.  Action  upon  a  current  account.  In  an  action  to  re- 
cover the  balance  due  upon  a  mutual,  open,  and  current  account, 
the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  of  the  last  item  proved 
in  the  account  on  either  side,  and  the  action  must  be  brought 
within  six  years.  Code,  §  95 ;  Borst  v,  Coreyy  15  N.  Y.  (1  Smith) 
605. 

It  is  necessary,  to  constitute  a  mutual  account,  that  there  be 
items  of  account  on  both  sides.    HaUocTc  v.  Losee^  1  Sandf.  830, 
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What  actions  mast  be  broaght  within  three  ^ean. 

To  bring  a  case  within  the  statute,  the  dealings  must  be  direct 
and  open  between  the  parties.  Thus,  where  a  current  account 
exists  between  parties,  and  one  of  them  purchases  from  a  third 
party  an  open  account  against  the  other  without  notice  to  or 
recognition  of  its  validity  by  the  latter,  such  purchased  account 
does  not  become  part  of  the  current  account,  and  is  barred  in  six 
years  from  the  time  it  accrued.  Oreen  v.  Ames^  14  N.  Y.  (4 
Kern.)  225. 

Where  payments  are  made  upon  work  done  under  a  special 
contract,  such  payments  do  not  constitute  items  of  reciprocal 
demands  under  this  section.  Peck  v.  New  TorJc  and  Liverpool 
TJ,  8.  Mail  SteamsMp  Co.^  5  Bosw.  226.  Payment  of  all  the 
items  but  one  under  such  a  contract,  and  a  refusal  to  pay  that 
item  does  not  operate  as  such  a  payment  as  will  prevent  the 
running  of  the  statute  as  to  the  other  items.  lb. 

Property  delivered  at  one  time  upon  an  implied  contract,  where 
there  is  no  express  contract,  entitles  the  vendor  to  sue  for  the 
value  as  soon  as  the  delivery  is  made ;  but  it  is  not  a  case  of 
mutual  accounts,  and  the  demand  will  be  barred  in  six  years 
from  the  time  when  the  right  of  action  accrued.  Turner  v. 
Martin,  4  Rob.  661. 

Section  11.  What  actions  must  be  brought  within  three  years. 

a.  Actions  other  than  for  an  escape,  against  sheriff,  corona,  or 
constable.  An  action  against  a  coroner  or  constable,  upon  a  liabil- 
ity incurred  by  the  doing  of  an  act  in  his  ofUcial  capacity,  and  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  or  by  the  omission  of  an  official  duty,  or  against 
a  sheriff,  coroner,  or  constable,  for  the  non-payment  of  money 
collected  upon  an  execution,  must  be  brought  within  three  years. 
Code,  §  92 ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  733,  §  2. 

An  omission  to  return  an  execution  duly  delivered  for  service 
is  an  omission  of  official  duty,  and  a  right  of  action  accrues  as 
soon  as  the  time  for  such  return  expires.  Peck  v.  Hurlburt,  46 
Barb.  659. 

A  seizure  and  sale  by  a  sheriff,  of  the  property  of  a  person, 
not  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  is  an  act  in  an  official 
capacity.  D&nnison  v.  Plumb,  18  Barb.  89 ;  Cumming  v. 
Brown,  43  N.  Y.  (4  Hand)  614 ;  People  v.  Schuyler,  4  Comst. 
173 ;  Coddington  v.  Carnley,  2  Hilt.  628. 

A  sheriff  who  is  sued  for  not  paying  over  money  collected  by 
him  must  show  a  clear  defense  for  retaining  it  in  his  hands.  Davy 
V.  Field,  3  Keyes,  608. 
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What  actions  must  be  brought  within  two  years — One  year. 

As  to  actions  against  sheriffs^  see  the  important  changes  found 
under  the  limitation  to  one  year.    Post^  §  13. 

J.  Action  brought  upon  a  statute  for  a  penalty  by  the  party 
aggrieved.  An  action  upon  a  statute  for  a  penalty,  given  to  the 
party  aggrieved,  or  to  such  party  and  the  people  or  this  State, 
except  where  the  statute  imposing  it  prescribes  a  different  limi- 
tation, must  be  brought  within  three  years  after  the  cause  of 
action  accrued.  Code,  §  92,  subd.  2  ;  The  Merchants^  Bank  of 
New  Haven  v.  Bliss,  35  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  412 ;  21  How.  366 ;  13 
Abb.  226. 

Section  12.  What  actions  mast  be  brought  within  two  years : 

a.  Actions  for  libel,  slander,  etc.  Actions  for  libel,  slander, 
assault,  battery,  or  false  imprisonment  must  be  brought  within 
two  years  from  the  time  the  cause  of  action  accrued.  Code,  §  93, 
subd.  1.  An  action  to  recover  damages  for  causing  the  death  of 
a  person  must  be  brought  within  two  years.  Laws  1870,  ch.  78, 
§  2  ;  Laws  1849,  ch.  266. 

b.  Action  for  forfeiture  or  penalty  to  people  of  the  State. 
Actions  upon  a  statute  for  a  forfeiture  or  penalty  to  the  people 

of  this  State,  must  be  brought  within  two  years.  Code,  §  93, 
subd.  2.  The  provision  of  the  act  of  congress  of  1841  (5  U.  S. 
Stat,  at  Large,  446,  §  8),  limiting  the  assignee  in  bankruptcy  to 
two  years  in  which  to  bring  his  action  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property  held  adversely  to  the  bankrupt,  only  applies  when  the 
adverse  claims  existed  while  the  property  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  bankrupt,  and  prior  to  the  assignment ;  it  does  not  apply  to 
a  cause  of  action  arising  in  favor  of  such  assignee  after  the 
assignment,  for  an  injury  to  property  or  a  disseisin  of  lands 
vested  in  him  by  the  proceedings.  Steoens  v.  Hauser,  39  N.  Y. 
(12  Tiff.)  302 ;  reversing  S.  C,  1  Rob.  60;  1  Abb.  N.  S.  391. 

Section  13.  What  action  mast  be  brought  within  one  year.  An 
action  against  a  sheriff  or  other  officer  for  the  escape  of  a  pris- 
oner arrested  or  imprisoned  on  civil  process.    Code,  §  94. 

A  late  statute  has  made  a  material  change  in  the  law  relating 
to  the  limitation  of  actions  against  sheriffs,  and  it  is  now  pro- 
vided as  follows:  "No  action  shall  be  brought  against  any 
sheriff  upon  a  liability  incurred  by  the  doing  of  an  act  in  his 
official  capacity  and  in  virtue  of  his  office,  or  by  the  omission  of 
an  official  duty,  not  including  the  non-payment  of  money  col- 
lected upon  an  execution,  unless  the  same  shall  be  commenced 
within  one  year  from  the  time  when  the  cause  of  action  shall 
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What  actions  must  be  commenced  within  ten  years. 


have  accrued."  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  733,  §  2.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  right  of  action  against  a  sheriff  for  the  non-payment  of 
money  collected  upon  an  execution  is  left  under  the  three 
years'  limitation  of  the  Code,  §  92,  subd.  1. 

"An  action  upon  a  statute  for  a  penalty  or  forfeiture,  given 
in  whole  or  in  part  to  any  peraon  who  will  prosecute  for  the 
same,  must  be  commenced  within  one  year  after  the  commission 
of  the  offense,  when  the  action  is  brought  by  a  private  party. 
Code,  §  96,  subd.  1.  As  to  actions  by  attorney-general  or  district 
attorney,  see  Code,  §  96. 

Section  14.  What  actions  must  Ibe  commenced  within  ten  years. 

a.  Equitable  actions  generally.  All  actions  of  an  equitable 
nature,  except  those  already  noticed  as  coming  within  the  six 
years'  limitation  {arUe^  ch.  3,  art.  2,  §  6),  must  be  commenced 
within  ten  years  after  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued. 
Code,  §97. 

In  actions  to  compel  the  specific  performance  of  contracts 
the  statute  begins  to  run  from  the  time  when  the  plaintiff  might 
have  brought  his  action,  and  he  is  chargeable  with  notice  that  his 
right  is  denied.  A  new  cause  of  action  is  not  created  by  a  subse- 
quent demand.  Bruce  v.  Tilson,  26  N.  Y.  (11  Smith)  194 ; 
Hoberts  v.  SykeSy  8  Abb.  346  ;  S.  C,  30  Barb.  173. 

The  statute  does  not  begin  to  run  against  a  party  in  actual  pos- 
session of  property  until  actual  eviction  by  the  holder  of  the  legal 
title,  although  his  cause  of  action  might  have  previously  accrued. 
Bartleti  v.  Judd,  23  Barb.  262 ;  21  N,  Y.  (7  Smith)  200. 

A  suit  for  the  enforcement  of  a  mortgage,  or  a  lien  secured  by 
deed  (Borst  v.  Corey ^  16  N.  Y.  [1  Smith]  506) ;  a  suit  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  debt  against  the  real  estate  of  a  testator  in  the  hands 
of  the  devisee  {Elwood  v.  Deifendorf^  5  Barb.  398) ;  and  an 
action  for  an  account  in  respect  of  transactions  between  the 
cashier  of  a  bank  and  the  bank  itself,  vrith  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  balance  due  and  claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  as  purchaser  of  all 
demands,  at  a  judicial  sale  of  the  bank  assets  {Mann  v.  FaircMld^ 
14  Barb.  548),  or  a  suit  to  redeem  a  real  estate  mortgage,  are  all 
equitable  suits,  and  within  the  two  years'  limitation.  Miner  v. 
Beekman,  42  How.  33 ;  11  Abb.  N.  S.  147. 

Section  15.  Other  statutory  provisions. 

a.  Suits  hy  or  against  persons  in  a  representative  capacity. 
The  special  statutory  provisions  relating  to  limitation  of  actions, 
in  certain  cases,  will  be  briefly  noticed  in  this  article.    By  a 
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provision  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (2  R.  S.  448,  §  8),  "the  term 
of  eighteen  months  after  the  death  of  any  testator  or-  intestate 
shall  not  be  deemed  any  part  of  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the 
commencement  of  an  action  against  his  executors  or  admin- 
istrators." And  by  section  9  'Hhe  time  between  the  death 
of  such  person,  and  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  or  of 
administration,  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  also  six  months 
after  the  granting  of  such  letters,  is  not  to  be  deemed  any  part 
of  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  commencement  of  actions  by 
executoi:s  or  administrators.     See  ante^  61,  §  9. 

A  claim  disputed  or  rejected  by  an  executor  or  administrator, 
and  which  has  not  been  referred,  must  be  sued  upon  within  six 
months  after  such  dispute  or  rejection,  if  the  debt,  or  any  part 
of  it,  be  then  due ;  or  within  six  months  after  some  part  thereof 
shall  become  due,  or  be  forever  barred.    3  R.  S.  89,  §  38. 

This  provision  is  only  applicable  to  cases  where  the  presenta- 
tion and  rejection  of  the  claim  occurs  after  the  publication  of 
the  notice  requiring  creditors  to  present  their  claims  against  the 
estate.  Tucker  v.  Tucker^  4  Keyes,  136 ;  Whitmore  v.  Foose^  1 
Denio,  159. 

The  rejection  of  a  claim  by  the  executor  or  administrator 
must  be  express  and  final,  to  entitle  him  to  the  protection  of 
the  statute.     Barsalou^s  Ca$e^  4  Abb.  135. 

6.  Suits  against  heirs  or  devisees.  No  suit  is  allowed  'to  be 
brought  against  the  heirs  or  devisees  of  any  real  estate,  in  order 
to  charge  them  with  the  debts  of  the  testator  or  intestate,  within 
three  years  from  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  or  of  ad- 
ministration, upon  the  estate  of  their  testator  or  intestate.  2  R. 
S.  109,  §  63. 

The  title  of  a  purchaser  in  good  faith  from  heirs  cannot  be  im- 
paired, by  virtue  of  any  devise  of  their  immediate  ancestor, 
unless  the  will  of  such  ancesto*  shall  have  been  duly  proved 
and  recorded  within  four  years  from  his  death,  except  where 
disability  or  concealment  exists,  as  specified  under  subdivisions 
1  and  2,  in  which  cases,  the  limitation  is  to  commence  from  one 
year  after  the  removal  of  the  disability  or  from  the  delivery  of 
the  will  to  the  devisee,  or  his  representative,  or  to  the  proper 
surrogate.     1  R.  S.  748,  §  3. 

c.  Actions  for  dower.  The  time  within  which  a  widow  is 
allowed  to  demand  her  dower  is  twenty  years  from  the  death  of 
her  husband ;  but  if,  at  the  time  of  such  death,  she  be  under 
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the  disabilities  of  infancy,  insanity,  or  imprisonment,  the  time 
during  which  such  disability  shall  continue  is  to  be  excluded 
from  the  term  of  twenty  years.    1  R.  S.  743,  §  18. 

d.  Usury.  An  action  to  recover  back  money  paid  as  usury 
mnst  be  brought  by  the  payer  or  his  representatives,  within  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment,  or  within  three  years  next 
after  such  one  year,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  county 
superintendent,  or  such  action  cannot  be  maintained.  1  R.  S. 
772,  §§  3  and  4. 

e.  Actions  against  stockholders.  An  action  against  a  stock- 
holder in  a  manufacturing  company  who  shall  cease  to  be  a 
etockholder  in  such  company,  must  be  commenced  within  two 
years  fi-om  the  time  that  the  defendant  shall  have  ceased  to  be  a 
stockholder.    Laws  of  1848,  ch.  40,  §  24. 

When  such  corporation  is  indebted  upon  a  promissory  note, 
which  is  paid  with  the  avails  of  a  new  note  given  by  it  for  that 
purpose,  such  latter  note  will  be  a  new  debt,  and  if  payable 
within  one  year,  and  sued  within  one  year  after  it  becomes  due, 
the  stockholders  will  be  liable  thereon.  Fisher  v.  Marvin^  47 
Barb.  159. 

m 

Seetlon  16.  Actions  brought  in  the  name  of  the  people.  Actions 
brought  in  the  name  of  the  people,  or  for  their  benefit,  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  periods  of  limitation  as  those  prescribed  in  like 
cases,  in  actions  by  private  parties.    Code,  §  98. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  THE  TIME  OF  COMMENCING  ACTIONS. 

Section  1.  Effect  of  acknowledgment  or  new  promise. 

a.  Promise  must  he  in  writing.  An  acknowledgment  of  the 
existence  of  a  liability,  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  or  a 
new  promise  on  a  subsisting  demand,  has  the  effect  to  revive  the 
cause  of  action,  and  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
statute.  As  the  statute  of  limitations  operates  upon  the  remedy 
merely  and  does  not  extinguish  the  debt,  the  original  obligation, 
barred  by  the  statute,  is  a  valid  consideration  for  a  new  promise, 
and  besides,  the  party  making  the  new  promise  may  be  con- 
sidered as  waiving  the  bar,  and  an  action  may  be  sustained  upon 
the  original  obligation  as  the  cause  of  action.  WaUermire  v. 
Westover,  14  N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  16;  Sands  v.  St.  John,  36  Barb. 
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.  628;  23  How.  140;  S.  C.  aff'd,  29  id.  674  {n.);  Winchell  y. 
HicJcs^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  668.  Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Code,  a  verbal  acknowledgment,  admission,  or  promise  was 
suflBcient ;  but  now,  under  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  "  no 
acknowledgment  or  promise  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  a 
new  or  continuing  contract,  whereby  to  take  the  case  out  of  the 
operation  of  this  title,  unless  the  same  be  contained  in  some 
writing  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged  thereby ;  but  this  sec- 
tion shall  not  alter  the  effect  of  any  payment  of  principal  or 
interest."     Code,  §110. 

The  following  decisions  are  all  to  the  effect  that  the  new  prom- 
ise to  revive  the  debt  must  be  in  writing.  McLaren  v.  McMartin^ 
36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  88 ;  S.  C,  33  How.  449  ;  3  Abb.  N.  S.  346  ;  1 
Trans.  App.  226 ;  BrooJcman  v.  Metcalfe  4  Rob.  668 ;  S.  C,  34 
How.  429 ;  Rowe  v.  Thompson^  16  Abb.  377 ;  Hope  v.  Bogarty 
1  Hilt.  644 ;  Skapley  v.  AbboU,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  443. 

The  effect  of  a  partial  payment  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  be- 
fore the  Code,  and  furnishes  evidence  from  which  a  new  promise 
may  be  inferred.  McLaren  v.  McMartin,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  88 ; 
S.  C,  33  How.  449  ;  3  Abb.  N.  S.  346 ;  1  Trans.  App.  226.  See, 
also,  Wakeman  v.  Sherman^  9  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  86 ;  reversing  S. 
C,  11  Barb.  264. 

6.  Must  be  voluntary.  The  promise  or  acknowledgment  must 
be  voluntary,  unconditional,  and  such  as  implies  a  willingness 
to  pay  it  as  a  subsisting  demand.  Bloodgood  v.  Bruen^  8  N.  Y. 
(4  Seld.),  362;  reversing  S.  C.,-  4  Sandf.  427.  A  compidsory 
acknowledgment,  made  in  answer  to  a  bill  filed  by  a  third  per- 
son, or  drawn  out  of  the  debtor  while  being  examined  as  a 
witness,  is  not  sufficient  to  raise  the  presumption  of  a  promise 
to  pay.    Bloodgood  v.  Bruen^  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld. )  362. 

The  acknowledgment  must  contain  an  unqualified  admission 
of  the  debt,  and  show  a  willingness  to  pay  it  Turnery.  Martin^ 
4  Rob.  661 ;  Commercial  Mviual  Insurance  Co.  v.  Brett^  4A 
Barb.  489 ;  Loomis  v.  Decker^  1  Daly,  186. 

An  assignment  by  an  insolvent,  enumerating  a  debt  among 
his  liabilities,  is  sufficient  to  take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
statute.  Stuart  v.  Foster^  18  Abb.  306 ;  S.  C,  28  How.  273.  But 
•where  a  debtor  proposed  a  compromise,  declaring  an  unwilling- 
ness to  pay  if  such  compromise  was  rejected ;  Jidd^  not  such  a 
recognition  as  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute.  Creuse  v. 
Defiganiere^  10  Bosw.  123. 
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c.  Must  be  made  by  party  or  ogeTVt.  The  acknowledgment 
or  new  promise  must  be  made  by  the  party  to  be  charged,  or  by 
Ms  authorized  agent.    WincheU  v.  Hicks^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  568. 

An  assignee  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  is  not  an  agent  author- 
ized to  renew  a  debt  by  a  new  promise.  Pickett  v.  Leonard^  34 
N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  176 ;  affirming  S.  C,  34  Barb.  193.  Nor  can  a  sur- 
viving partner,  as  executor  of  his  deceased  partner,  by  a  new 
promise,  revive  the  debt  against  the  estate  of  his  deceased  part- 
ner. Van  Keuren  v.  Parmalee^  2  N.  Y.  (2  Comst.)  623 ;  Blood- 
good  V.  Bruen^  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  362.  See  McNaraee  v.  Tennyy 
41  Barb.  496. 

There  is  no  mutual  agency  between  joint  debtors  by  reason  of 
their  joint  contract,  hence,  where  one  of  several  joint  and  sev- 
eral makers  of  a  promissory  note  makes  a  payment  upon  it, 
before  it  is  barred  by  the  statute,  such  payment  will  not  revive 
it,  as  to  the  other  makers.  Duriham  v.  Dodge^  10  Barb.  666 ; 
Shoemaker  v.  Benedict^  11  N.  Y.,  (1  Kern.)  176.  A  partial 
payment  by  an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  sufficient 
to  revive  the  demand  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased. 
McLaren  v.  McMartin,  86  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  88;  S.  C,  33  How, 
449 ;  3  Abb.  N.  S.  346 ;  1  Trans.  App.  226.  Nor  wiU  the  ad- 
mission of  an  executor  bind  the  estate.  Bloodgood  v.  Bruen^  8 
N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  862. 

d.  To  w7iom  rtrnde.  The  acknowledgment  or  promise  must 
be  made  to  the  creditor  or  some  one  acting  in  his  behalf,  and  not 
to  a  stranger.  WaJceman  v.  Sherman^  9  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  86 ; 
reversing  S.  C,  11  Barb.  264 ;  Bloodgood  v.  Bruen^  8  N.  Y.  (4 
Seld.)  362;  reversing  S.  C,  4  Sandf.  427;  overruling,  Phillips 
V.  Peters^  21  Barb.  361 ;  Watkins  v.  Stevens ^  4  id.  168.  A 
promise  to  pay  a  negotiable  note  barred  by  the  statute,  made  to 
the  holder,  inures  to  the  benefit  of  a  subsequent  holder,  and  it 
is  sufficient  if  the  promise  be  made  to  an  attorney  who  has  it  for 
collection.  Bean  v.  Hewitt^  6  Wend.  267 ;  Pinkerton  v.  Baily, 
Sid.  600. 

Seetion  2.  How  the  statute  is  made  available.  The  statute  of 
limitations  can  be  availed  of  as  a  defense,  only  by  answer ;  and 
this  rule  applies  in  all  actions  commenced  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Code,  though  the  cause  of  action  accrued  before.  Lefferts 
V.  HoUister,  10  How.  383. 

A  party  omitting  to  plead  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  going 
to  trial  without  doing  so,  although  the  claim  proved  against  him 
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is  clearly  baiTed  on  its  face,  will  be  deemed  as  having  elected  to 
stand  upon  the  other  defenses,  made  to  the  demand  on  the  trial, 
and  will  not  be  allowed  to  abjure  such  election.  Olirdoit  v. 
Eddy,  37  How.  23 ;  S.  C,  54  Barb.  54 ;  Bucklin  v.  Chapin,  1 
Lans.  443. 

In  proceedings  before  a  surrogate,  it  is  too  late  for  executors 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  statute  as  a  defense,  after  the  evidence 
is  closed  and  the  case  has  been  submitted  on  written  points. 
Van  Vleck  v.  Burroughs,  6  Barb.  341. 

Section  3.  Where  the  limitations  of  Code  do  not  applj. 

a.  Actions  on  hank  notes.  The  provisions  of  the  Code  in 
reference  to  limitation  of  actions  have  no  application  "in 
actions  brought  to  enforce  the  payment  of  bills,  notes,  or  other 
evidences  of  debt,  issued  by  moneyed  corporations,  or  issued, 
or  put  in  circulation,  as  money."    Code,  §  108. 

h.  Actions  against  directors  or  stockholders.  Nor  to  actions 
against  directors  or  stockholders  of  moneyed  corporations  or 
banking  associations,  to  recover  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed, 
or  to  enforce  a  liability  created  by  law ;  but  such  actibns  must 
be  brought  within  six  years  after  the  discovery  by  the  aggrieved 
party,  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  attached 
or  the  liability  was  created.    Code,  §  109. 

c.  In  cases  of  trust.  In  cases  of  trust,  the  statutes  of  limita- 
tion proper  have  no  application ;  but  a  court  of  equity  will 
sometimes  refuse  relief,  upon  the  ground  of  lapse  of  time  and 
its  inability  to  do  complete  justice.  So  long  as  the  relation  of 
trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  is  acknowledged  to  exist  between 
the  parties,  and  the  trust  is  continued,  lapse  of  time  can  consti- 
tute no  bar  to  an  account,  or  other  proper  relief  to  the  cestui  que 
trust.  But  where  this  relation  no  longer  exists,  or  time  has  ob- 
scured the  nature  of  the  trust,  or  the  acts  of  the  partiesy  or  other 
circumstances,  give  rise  to  presumptions  unfavorable  to  its  con- 
tinuance ;  in  aU  such  cases,  lapse  of  time  wiU  be  a  bar  to  relief. 
Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  §1620. 

In  illustration  of  this  principle,  see  Ellison  v.  Moffaty  1  Johns. 
Ch.  46 ;  Hay  v.  Bogart,  2  Johns.  Cas.  432 ;  and  Kingsland  v. 
Roberts,  2  Paige,  193 ;  Lyon  v.  Chase,  51  Barb.  13. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

OP  EEMEDIES  WITHOUT  ACTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OP  PBEYENTIYE  MEASUBES. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Courts  of  justice  are  instituted  in  every 
ciyilized  society  for  the  purppse  of  securing  an  effectual  redress 
of  private  injuries,  by  protecting  the  weak  from  the  insults  of  the 
stronger,  and  by  expounding  and  enforcing  those  laws  by  which 
rights  are  defined 'and  wrongs  prohibited.  This  remedy  is 
principally  to  be  sought  by  an  application  to  these  courts  of 
justice,  by  means  of  a  civil  suit  or  action.  But^  as  there  are 
certain  injuries  of  such  a  nature  that  some  of  them  furnish  and 
others  require,  a  more  speedy  remedy  than  can  be  had  by  the 
ordinary  forms  of  justice,  there  is  allowed,  in  any  such  case,  an 
extrajudicial  remedy  without  the  aid  of  the  courts.  In  many 
cases  the  most  speedy  justice  afforded  by  the  courts  could  not 
adequately  supply  the  absence  of  such  immediate  and  necessary 
remedies,  nor  could  the  natural  impulse  of  self-defense  against 
Budden  and  immediate  aggressions  be  restrained.  The  law, 
therefore,  permits  parties  to  adopt  certain  modes  of  resistance, 
and  merely  interferes  to  modify  and  regulate  the  means  em- 
ployed- Laws  for  the  prevention  of  injuries  are  sometimes 
better  than  those  for  compensation  or  punishment,  as  they 
prevent  loss  to  the  individual,  and  the  necessity  of  prosecuting 
the  wrong-doer  at  the  risk  of  his  being  utterly  unable  to  make 
compensation,  or  even  to  re-imburse  the  expenses  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings against  him.  Preventive  remedies  may  be  variously 
divided,  and  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  discussion  they  will 
be  presented  in  the  order  adopted  in  this  chapter. 

■ 

AETICLE  n. 

DEFEASE  BY  BESISTAKCE. 

Seetion  1.  In  generaL  SeK-defense  is  one  of  the  first  and 
strongest  impulses  of  our  nature.  And  the  law  respects  the  pas- 
nons  of  the  human  mind  so  far  as  to  render  it  lawful  for  him  to  do 
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himself  that  immediate  justice  to  which  he  is  prompted  by  nature, 
and  which  no  prudential  motives  are  strong  enough  to  restrain. 
The  future  process  of  law  may  be  by  no  means  an  adequate 
remedy  for  an  injury  accompanied  by  force ;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  say  to  what  lengths  of  rapine  or  cruelty  an  outrage  of  this 
sort  might  be  carried,  unless  it  were  permitted  a  man  im- 
mediately to  oppose  one  violence  with  another.  3  Broom  and 
Had.  Com.  3.  Self-defense,  therefore,  as  it  is  justly  called  the 
primary  law  of  nature,  so  is  not,  neither  can  it  be  in  fact,  taken 
away  by  the  lawrf  of  society.  lb. 

Section  2.  Defense  of  the  person.  The  strongest  justifiable  a^t 
of  defense  is  the  killing  of  the  aggressor,  and  which  of  course 
includes  battery,  wounding,  and  mayhem,  or  a  minor  damage. 
The  general  rule  is,  that  a  homicide  may  be  committed  for  the 
prevention  of  any  forcible  and  atrocious  crime,  which  would,  if 
completed,  amount  to  a  felony,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  a 
mayhem,  wounding  or  battery  would  be  equally  justifiable. 

Self-defense  is  also  equally  justifiable  when  a  person  is 
illegally  attacked  although  the  aggressor  may  not  intend  to 
commit  a  felony.  But  the  party  defending  ought  not  to  permit 
his  resistance  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  defense  and  prevention,  for 
if  he  does,  he  may  become  himself  an  aggressor. 

Section  3.  Defense  of  personal  property.  A  man  may  repel 
force  by  force  in  defense  of  his  personal  property,  and  justify 
homicide  against  one  who  manifestly  intends  or  endeavors,  by  vio- 
lence or  surprise,  to  commit  a  known  felony,  as  robbery  ;  but  this 
rule  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a  pickpocket,  for  that  would 
not  be  a  case  of  forcible  felony.  1  Chit.  Gen.  Pr.  597.  When  one 
person  has  unlawfully  entered  upon  the  premises  of  another 
and  possessed  himself  of  the  goods  of  the  owner,  the  latter  or 
his  agent  may,  while  upon  his  own  premises,  prevent  the  wrong- 
doer from  taking  such  goods  away,  and  may  lawfully  use  so 
much  force  as  may  be  necessary  to  retain  his  property  and  pre- 
vent its  removal  out  of  his  custody  and  beyond  his  reach.  The 
law  does  not  oblige  the  owner  of  property  to  stand  idly  by  and 
see  a  thief  or  trespasser  take  his  property  from  his  premises,  or 
limit  him  to  mere  verbal  remonstrance.  He  may  act  promptly, 
and  whether  he  may  use  force  or  not  in  the  first  instance,*  and 
what  degree  of  force  depends  upon  the  exigency  of  the  particu- 
lar case.  Cfyre  v.  Culver,  47  Barb.  592.  The  mere  taking  of  the 
property  by  the  owner,  under  such  circumstances,  from  the  ous- 
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tody  of  the  wrong-doer,  without  other  force  or  violence,  does  not 
constitute  an  assault  and  battery.  And  if  the  taking,  or  the 
attempt  to  take,  is  resisted  by  the  trespasser,  and  he  persists  in 
his  attempt  to  retain  possession  and  to  carry  the  property  off, 
then  the  owner  may  lawfully  use  so  much  additional  force  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  it.  lb.  But,  even  in  such  a  case, 
the  force  must  not  exceed  that  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the 
property.  And  where  the  plaintiff  took  hold  of  a  rake  in  the 
defendant's  hands  in  order  to  take  it  from  him,  upon  which 
the  defendant  immediately  knocked  the  plaintiff  down  with 
his  fist,  this  was  held  to  be  an  unlawful  act.  Scribner  v.  Beachy 
4Denio,  448. 

Section  4.  Defense  of  real  property.  A  person  may  lawfully 
defend  or  protect  the  possession  of  real  property,  and  if  the 
assailant  is  attempting  to  commit  a  forcible  felony,  such  as  bur- 
glary, arson,  or  the  riotous  demolition  of  a  house,  the  party  in 
possession  may  resist  even  to  the  extent  of  taking  the  life  of  the 
felonious  assailant.  So  wheie  a  forcible  attack  is  made  upon  a 
dwelling-house,  but  without  any  felonious  intent,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  a  mere  trespass,  it  is,  as  a  general  rule, 
lawfol  to  oppose  force  by  force  when  the  former  is  illegal.  In 
each  cases  a  party  may  justify  a  battery,  by  showing  that  he 
committed  it  in  defense  of  his  possession,  as  for  instance  to 
remove  a  trespasser  out  of  his  close  or  house,  or  to  prevent 
him  from  entering  it,  or  to  restrain  him  from  taking  or  destroy- 
ing hia  goods ;  but  the  battery  must  here  be  limited  to  only 
that  degree  of  violence  and  the  use  of  such  weapons  only  as 
may  be  absolutely  essential  to  effect  tha  object,  and  no  more. 
A  possession  in  £act,  of  land,  wUl  justify  the  possessor  in  using 
violence,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  defend  his  possession ;  but  a 
mere  right  to  the  possession  will  not  justify  a  person  in  commit- 
ting an  assault  and  battery  upon  another,  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  his  right  to  actual  possession.  Parsons  v.  Brovm^  15 
Barb.  590.  See,  also.  Sage  v.  Harpending^  49  id.  166 ;  34  How.  1 ; 
(k)Tey  V.  People,  45  Barb.  262. 

When  the  entry  upon  lands  is  madq  with  no  more  force  than 
that  termed  impUed  force,  or  force  in  law,  there  ought  to  be  a 
request  by  the  lawful  possessor  that  the  wrong-doer  depart  from 
the  premises  before  a  resort  to  actual  force  is  employed  for  his 
removal.  If  he  refuses  to  leave,  then  gentle  force  may  be  used ; 
and,  if  he  still  resists,  then  such  force  as  may  be  necessary  may 
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be  employed.  When  the  entry  is  forcible,  it  is  lawful  to  use 
force  against  force  without  a  previous  request  to  depart.  The 
distinction  between  an  entry  with  actual  force,  and  an  entry  with 
only  implied  force,  with  regard  to  a  trespass  on  land,  has  been 
settled  law  from  an  early  period. 

A  mere  trespass  on  land,  or  that  of  the  property  thereon,  is 
not  such  an  act  as  justifies  the  owner  in  making  use  of  a  dan- 
gerous or  a  deadly  weapon.  There  are  several  methods  of  pro- 
tecting property,  as  by  dogs  and  by  instruments  dangerous  to 
trespassers,  but  information  relating  to  cases  of  that  kind  must 
be  sought  in  works  devoted  to  the  explanation  of  such  subjects. 


AKTICLj:  III. 

DEFENSE  OP  OTHEEa 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  principle  which  sanctions  the 
defense  of  one's  own  person  is  extended  to  certain  relations. 
Thus  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  master  and  appren- 
tice, and  master  and  servant  are  legally  excused,  and  sometimes 
even  Justified,  in  killing  an  assailant  about  to  commit  a  forcible 
felony  upon  the  other,  when  such  homicide  has  been  committed 
in  the  necessary  or  lawful  defense  of  each  other ;  the  act  of  each 
of  those  relations  being  then  construed  the  same,  and  equally 
permitted  as  the  defense  of  the  party  himself.  1  Chit.  Gen.  Pr.  613. 
This  principle  extends  still  further,  for,  if  a  felonious  attack  is 
made  upon  an  individual,  then  any  other  person,  though  not  a  rela- 
tive, may  lawfully  interfere  to  prevent  the  mischief  intended,  and, 
if  in  so  doing,  death  ensues,  he  will,  in  that  case,  be  justified.  lb- 
But  with  regard  to  mere  trespasses,  there  is  a  very  material  dif- 
ference between  the  interference  of  certain  relations  and  of  mere 
strangers.  The  former  may  justify  immediate  resistance  with 
force  when  necessary,  but  a  stranger  can  only  interfere  moder- 
ately, and  with  gentie  hand  to  prevent  the  wrong.  lb.  A  mere 
stranger  cannot  justify  an  interference  with  force  in  the  first 
instance  to  prevent  a  battery  of  a  third  person  or  any  other  tres- 
pass or  civil  injury,  where  death  or  any  felony  is  not  likely 
immediately  to  occur,  but  must  proceed  more  moderately,  and 
should  previously  declare  or  signify  that  he  interferes  merely  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  not  as  a  partisan,  and  he  can  only  justify 
the  gently  laying  on  of  his  hands  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the 
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peace ;  though  afterward,  if  he  be  himself  attacked  by  either 
party,  he  may  then  defend  himself  with  the  same  degree  of  force 
as  if  he  had  been  originally  illegally  assailed.  lb.  615. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

APPREHENDINa  CBIMINAL8  AND  WBONa-DOERS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  One  of  the  most  immediate  and  effect- 
ual means  of  preventing  an  injury  or  securing  punishment  for  its 
completion  is  the  apprehension  and  detention  of  the  wrong-doer 
while  in  the  act  of  committing  the  offense  ;  or  in  the  case  of  a 
felony  when  he  is  escaping ;  and,  also,  of  seizing  his  engines 
or  implements  about  to  be  used  and  then  using  for  the  wrongful 
purpose.  In  such  cases  an  arrest  may  be  made  without  waiting 
for  a  criminal  warranty  for,  if  it  were  necessary  to  wait  for  that 
process,  many  unknown  and  transient  offenders  would  escape. 
In  most  cases  of  mere  civil  injuries  without  force,  or  even  for  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  as  an  assault  and  battery,  no  private  indi- 
vidual can,  at  common  law,  arrest,  apprehend  or  imprison  the 
wrong-doer,  but  can  at  most  Jrelnove  him  from  his  house  without 
any  imprisonment. 

But  private  individuals  are  not  only  permitted,  but  enjoined, 
by  law,  to  arrest  an  offender  when  they  are  present  at  the  time 
when  a  felony  is  committed  or  a  dangerous  wound  given,  and 
when  they  witness  the  same,  on  pain  of  fine  or  imprisonment,  if 
the  wrong-doer  should  escape  through  their  negligence. 

In  cases  of  misdemeanor,  a  private  person  cannot,  at  common 
law,  apprehend  another  after  the  misdemeanor  or  breach  of  the 
peace  is  over,  without  a  warrant,  unless  he  had  a  view  of  the 
misdemeanor  or  breach.  As  the  cases  are  very  numerous  in 
which  arrests  may  be  made  without  warrants,  no  enumeration 
will  be  here  attempted. 

It  may,  however,  be  stated,  that  when  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
party  has  committed  a  felony,  the  safer  rule  will  be  to  procure 
a  warrant  for  his  arrest,  since,  in  that  case,  the  party  arrested, 
although  innocent,  cannot  maintain  an  action  unless  the  charge 
was  maliciously  made  against  him  without  reasonable  cause. 
When  a  private  person  has  apprehended  a  supposed  offender,  he 
ought  immediately,  or  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  deliver  the  pris- 
oner to  a  constable,  or  convey  him  before  a  magistrate,  or  to  the 
county  jail. 
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AKTICLE  V. 

BESISTAKOE  OF    PBOCESS^  ESCAPES^  BESCFESy  ETC. 

Section  1.  In  general.  When  persons  having  lawful  author- 
ity to  arrest,  apprehend,  or  imprison,  or  otherwise  to  advance  or 
execute  the  public  justice  of  the  State,  either  civil  or  criminal, 
and  using  the  proper  means  for  that  purpose,  are  resisted  in  so 
doing,  not  only  is  such  resistance  of  itself  illegal  and  punishable 
at  common  law,  but  if  the  party  illegally  resisting,  or  any  other 
assisting  him,  be  killed  in  the  struggle,  such  homicide  is  justifi- 
able ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  party  having  such  authority, 
and  executing  it  properly,  happen  to  be  killed,  it  will,  at  com- 
mon law,  be  murder  in  all  who  take  part  in  such  resistance.  1 
Chit.  Gen.  Pr.  633. 

But  it  will  be  found  that  the  common  law,  and  all  statutes 
upon  the  subject,  either  expressly  or  impliedly,  suppose  that 
the  arrest  or  imprisonment  has  been  lawful,  and  therefore  .an 
indictment  or  prosecution  for  the  resistance,  or  rescue,  or  prison 
breaking,  must  show  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  imprisonment 
from  which  the  party  escaped  or  was  rescued,  in  order  that  it 
may  appear  that  the  rescue  or  escape  was  QlegaL     lb.  634. 

When  the  attempted  arrest  is  without  legal  authority,  it  is 
lawfol  for  the  party  thus  threatened  with  arrest  to  resist  in  self- 
defense,  though  he  ought  not  to  use  any  dangerous  or  deadly 
weapon  for  that  purpose.  And  if  arrested  he  may  lawfully- 
escape,  or  be  rescued,  or  even  break  prison,  and  others  may 
assist  him  in  so  doing.  lb.  635.  But  when  the  process  or  arrest 
has  a  semblance  of  legality  and  regularity,  the  prudent  course 
will  be  not  to  resist  its  execution,  as  there  are  proper  and  effi- 
cient modes  of  obtaining  relief  from  an  illegal  imprisonment. 


AKTICLE  VI. 

BECAPTIOia^  OF  PEBSOK  OB  PBOPEBTY. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Recaption  or  reprisal  is  another  species 
of  remedy  by  the  mere  act  of  the  party  injured.  This  happens, 
when  any  one  has  deprived  another  of  his  property  in  goods  or 
chattels  personal,  or  when  he  detains  one's  wife,  child  or  ser- 
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yant;  in  which  case,  the  owner  of  the  goods,  the  husband, 
parent  or  master,  may  lawfully  claim  and  retake  such  property 
in  person,  wherever  found,  provided  it  is  not  done  in  a  riotous 
manner,  or  attended  with  a  breach  of  the  peace.  The  reason  for 
this  is  obvious,  since  the  owner  may  not  have  any  other  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  himself  justice,  as  his  goods  might  be  afterward 
conveyed  away  or  destroyed,  and  his  wife,  child,  or  servant  con- 
cealed or  carried  out  of  his  reach,  if  he  had  no  speedier  remedy 
than  the  ordinary  process  of  law. 

The  public  peace,  however,  must  be  considered  rather  than, 
any  one  man' s  right  of  property,  and  since,  therefore,  if  private 
individuals  were  once  allowed  to  use  private  force  as  a  remedy 
for  private  injuries,  all  social  justice  must  cease.  The  strong 
would  give  law  to  the  weak,  and  every  man  would  revert  to  a 
state  of  nature.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  provided  that  this  natu- 
ral right  of  recaption  shall  never  be  exerted  when  such  exertion 
must  occasion  strife  and  bodily  contention,  or  endanger  the 
peace  of  society. 

Seetlon  2.  Recaption  of  the  person  of  a  relative.  When  a  wife, 
child,  or  an  apprentice,  has  been  taken  away  wrongfully  by  the 
party  withholding  either,  the  person  entitled  to  the  custody  may 
at  once,  and  without  any  formal  request  or  demand,  peaceably 
enter  the  house  of  the  wrong-doers,  the  outer  door  being  open, 
and  carry  away  the  party  wrongfully  detained.  But  such  re- 
caption cannot  be  legally  effected  in  a  riotous  manner,  nor 
should  it  be  attended  with  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  but,  although 
a  forcible  entry  were  made,  and  the  party  might  be  liable  to  an 
indictment  for  such  breach  of  the  peace,  yet,  unless  some  actual 
injury  were  committed  to  the  person  or  property  of  the  origi- 
nal wrong-doer,  he  could  not  sustain  any  civil  action  in  respect 
of  the  forcible  manner  of  regaining  the  wife,  child  or  apprentice. 
If  the  recaption  be  resisted  by  force,  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
cedure will  be  to  apply  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Seetion  3.  Recaption  of  personal  properly.  The  same  general 
principles  govern  this  case  as  in  those  last  referred  to.  In 
many  cases  a  recaption  of  personal  property  may  be  the  best,  or 
indeed  the  only  remedy,  as  when  one  joint  tenant  or  tenant  in 
common  takes  a  chattel  and  assumes  the  exclusive  possession,  in 
which  case  no  action  at  law  would  lie,  and,  therefore,  the  only 
remedy  would  be  for  the  co-owner  to  retake  the  possession. 

If  a  party  has  been  wrongfully  dispossessed  of  his  personal 
10 
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property,  he  may  in  general  justify  the  retaking  of  it  from  the 
house  and  custody  of  the  wrong-doer,  even  without  a  previous 
request  to  re-deliver  it ;  for  the  violence  which  happens  through 
the  resistance  of  the  wrongful  taker  being  attributable  to  his  own 
tortious  act,  deprives  him  of  any  right  to  complain ;  and  the 
owner  of  personal  property  may  retake  the  same,  with  a  moderate 
degree  of  force,  from  a  person  wrongfully  refusing  to  deliver  the 
same  up  to  him.  Burridge  v.  NicholetU^  6  H.  &  N.  389.  See 
Blades  v.  HiggSy  11  H.  L.  Cas.  621 ;  Smith  v.  WrigM^  6  H.  & 
N.  821.  But  in  this  recaption,  care  must  be  observed  to  avoid 
any  personal  injury,  in  any  forcible  entry  or  breach  of  the  peace, 
and  if  either  be  anticipated,  then  the  owner  of  the  goods  should 
replevy  them,  or  resort  to  an  action,  rather  than  subject  himself 
to  a  proceeding  for  the  personal  injury,  or  an  indictment  for  a 
breach  of  the  peace. 

If  the  personal  property  was  not  originally  illegally  seized, 
but  is  merely  wrongfully  detained,  then  the  owner  must  first  re- 
quest a  re-delivery,  and  he  cannot  justify  more  than  gently  lay- 
ing his  hands  on  the  wrong-doer  in  order  to  recover  it ;  nor  can 
the  owner,  without  leave,  enter  the  door  of  the  house  of  a  third 
person,  not  piivy  to  the  wrongful  detainer,  or  take  the  goods 
therefrom ;  and  the  same  doctrine  extends  to  the  land  of  a  third 
person.  Patrick  v.  ColericJcj  3  M.  &  W.  486;  Anthony  v. 
Haneys^  8  Bing.  186. 

Another  general  rule  is,  that  the  natural  right  of  recaption 
should  never  be  exerted  where  such  exertion  would  occasion 
strife  and  bodily  contention,  or  endanger  the  peace  of  society. 
The  right  of  retaking  goods  fraudulently  purchased,  but  not 
paid  for,  or  of  stopping  them  in  transitu,  is  of  the  same  general 
nature.    See  1  Chit  Gten.  Pr.  646. 

Section  4.  Becaption  or  re-entry  on  real  property.  As  recap- 
tion is  a  remedy  given  to  the  party  himself  for  an  injury  to  his 
personal  property,  so  a  remedy  of  the  same  kind  for  an- injury 
to  real  property  is  sometimes  permitted  by  entry  on  lands  and 
tenements,  when  another  person  without  any  right  has  taken  or 
retains  possession  thereof.  This  depends  in  some  measure  on 
like  reasons  as  the  former ;  and  like  that,  too,  must  be  peaceable 
and  without  force  or  violence  which  might  endanger  the  public 
peace.  There  is  some  nicety  required  in  defining  and  distin- 
guishing circumstances  in  which  such  entry  might  be  lawful  or 
otherwise,  and  especially  in  determining  whether  notice  should 
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be  given  before  re-entry  and  eviction  to  the  person  who  is  wrong- 
folly  in  possession.    3  Broom  &  Had.  Com.  5. 

If  the  owner  enters  by  force  he  may  be  indicted  for  a  breach 
of  the  -pesjoe,  but'  he  will  retain  the  lawful  possession  of  his 
estate,  and  the  original  wrong-doer  cannot  maintain  a  civil  action 
for  such  regaining  of  the  possession,  so  far  as  it  regards  any 
alleged  injnry  to  the  honse  or  land,  or  for  the  expulsion.  WiUard 
V.  Warren^  Yl  Wend.  267;  Winter  v.  Steoens^  9  Allen  (Mass..) 
626 ;  Krevet  v.  Meyer ^  24  Mo.  107 ;  Newton  v.  Harland^  1  M.  & 
Gr.  644 ;  Harvey  v.  Brydges,  14  M.  &  W.  437 ;  1  Exch.  261. 
The  party  thus  turned  out  may,  however,  maintain  an  action  for 
any  unnecessary  personal  injury  which  he  may  have  sustained, 
or  for  any  damage  to  his  furniture  which  could  have  been 
avoided.  And  he  may,  in  some  cases,  resort  to  proceedings 
under  the  statute  relating  to  forcible  entries  and  detainers. 
People  ex  rel,  Keariwy  v.  Carter^  29  Barb.  208 ;  People  ex  rel. 
OauU  V.  Van  Nostrand^  9  Wend.  60 ;  Jackson  d.  Stansbury  v. 
ParfneTj  id.  201. 

But  he  cannot  maintain  this  proceeding  if  he  has  no  right  of 
possession  of  such  premises.  People  ex  rel.  Cooper  v.  Fields^  1 
Lans.  222 ;  S.  C,  68  Barb.  270 ;  People  ex  rel.  Mclnroy  v.  Beed^ 
11  Wend.  167.  Upon  the  question  of  a  right  to  maintain  pro- 
ceedings for  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer  in  such  a  case,  the 
authorities  are  not  entirely  in  harmony. 

AKTICLE  Vn. 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Another  species  of  remedy  by  the 
mere  act  of  the  party  injured  is  the  abatement  or  removal  of  a 
nuisance.  It  may  be  observed,  generally,  that  whatsoever  unlaw- 
fully annoys  or  does  damage  to  another  is  a  nuisance,  and  such 
nuisance  may  sometimes  be  abated,  that  is,  taken  away  or 
renoioved,  by  the  party  aggrieved  thereby,  provided,  he  does  not 
commit  any  riot  in  doing  it.  Nuisances  may  be  public  or  private. 
A  public  or  common  nuisance  is  such  an  inconvenience  or  pub- 
lic offense  as  annoys  the  whole  community  in  general,  and  not 
merely  some  particular  person. 

A  private  nuisance  is  any  thing  unlawfully  and  tortiously  done 
to  the  hurt  or  annoyance  of  the  person,  or  of  the  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  of  another. 
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Section  2.  Priyate.  nuisances.  The  reason  why  the  law  allows 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance,  private  or  public,  by  any  individual 
annoyed  by  it,  is  because  injuries  of  this  kind,  which  obstruct 
or  annoy  such  things  as  are  of  daily  convenience  and  use,  re- 
quire an  immediate  remedy,  and  cannot  wait  for  the  slow  progress 
of  the  ordinary  forms  of  justice.  To  enumerate  the  instances 
in  which  a  party  may  abate  a  private  nuisance,  is  not  intended, 
but  merely  to  stette  some  of  the  general  rules  recognized  by  law, 
and  to  be  observed  by  the  parties  resorting  to  this  mode  of  relief. 

Where  a  nuisance  was  occasioned  by  the  tortious  misfeasance 
or  malfeasance  of  another,  the  party  thereby  injured  may,  in 
general,  abate  the  nuisance  immediately,  and  without  any  pre- 
vious notice  or  request ;  but  if  the  nuisance  be  merely  continued 
by  a  party  who  did  not  erect  it,  or  when  it  consists  in  the  omis- 
sion of  a  party,  he  ought  to  be  requested  to  remove  it  before  the 
party  injured  can  himself  remove  the  injury ;  for  nuisances,  by 
an  act  of  commission,  are  committed  in  defiance  of  those  whom 
such  nuisances  injure,  and  the  injured  party  may  abate  them 
without  notice  to  the  person  who  committed  them.  Jones  v. 
Williams^  11  M.  &  W.  176.  But  the  law  does  not  sanction  the 
abatement  by  an  individual  of  nuisances  from  omission,  except 
that  of  cutting  branches  of  trees  which  overhang  a  public  road 
or  the  private  property  of  the  person  who  cuts  them ;  or  remov- 
ing obstructions  from  a  public  highway,  where  special  injury  is 
done  to  the  party  so  abating  it.  Northrop  v.  Burrows^  10  Abb. 
365.  See,  also,  Rogers  v.  Rogers^  14  Wend.  131 ;  Griffith  v. 
McQvllum^  46  Barb.  661 ;  Howard  v.  RolUnns^  1  Lans.  63.  In 
removing  a  private  nuisance,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  abate 
more  or  to  go  further  than  to  restore  the  party  injured  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  right  as  it  existed  before  Uie  nxdsance  was 
created ;  for,  if  a  party  goes  beyond  this,  and  unnecessarily 
injures  or  destroys  the  property  constituting  such  nuisance,  he 
will  be  guilty  of  an  illegal  act.  lb.  See  1  Wait's  Law  &  Prac. 
748  to  764. 

A  house  which  is  wrongfully  built  upon  a  common,  and  which 
obstructs  the  right  of  common,  may,  after  notice  and  request  by 
a  commoner  to  remove  from  the  house,  be  pulled  down,  although 
the  builder  and  his  family  were  actually  inhabiting  and  present 
in  the  house.  Dames  v.  WiUiams^  16  Q.  B.  646.  See  Perry  v. 
Fitzhawe^  8  id.  767.    So  of  a  person  who  enters  upon  the  lands 
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of  another,  and  unlawfully  builds  a  house.  Burling  v.  Read^ 
11  Q.  B.  904 ;  DaTdson  v.  TTifoon,  id.  890. 

Section  3.  Public  nuisances.  Private  citizens  are  permitted,  in 
many  cases,  to  abate  public  nuisances  without  the  interposition 
of  any  legal  authority.  It  is  clear  that  any  one  may,  in  some 
cases,  justify  the  removal  of  a  common  nuisance,  whether  on 
land  or  on  water.  If  a  gate  or  wall  be  erected  across  a  public 
highway,  so  as  to  constitute  a  common  nuisance,  then  any  per- 
son passing  along  such  highway  may  tear  it  down  or  destroy  it 
if  necessary  to  restore  the  highway  to  its  proper  condition  for 
his  passage  along  it.  Northrup  v.  BurrowSy  10  Abb.  365.  But 
he  cannot  lawfully  do  any  needless  injury  to  such  property, 
even  though  it  be  in  a  public  highway,  for  if  he  wantonly  or  un- 
necessarily destroys  it  he  will  be  liable  to  an  action.  Rogers  v. 
Rogers,  14  Wend.  131. 

A  fence  so  built  as  to  encroach  upon  a  public  highway  is  a 
public  nuisance,  and  yet,  if  there  is  sufficient  room  for  persons 
to  travel  along  such  highway,  it  wUl  be  an  unlawful  act  for  a 
traveler  or  other  person  to  remove  or  destroy  such  fence.  Orif- 
fith  V.  McCullum,  46  Barb.  561 ;  Harrower  v.  Ritson,  37  id. 
301 ;  Peckham  v.  HendersoUy  27  id.  207 ;  Howard  v.  Robbins,  1 
Lans.  63.  It  is  not  every  nuisance  that  may  be  removed  by  a 
private  person,  for  although  a  fence  is  so  far  an  encroachment 
upon  a  public  highway  as  to  constitute  a  public  nuisance,  yet 
an  individual  cannot  lawfully  remove  it  unless  it  prevents  his 
passage  along  such  highway.  lb.  Dimes  v.  Petley^  15  Q.  B. 
276 ;  Bridge  v.  Or  and  Junction  Railway  Co.,  3  M.  &  W.  244 ; 
Davies  v.  Mann,  10  id.  548 ;  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke, 
7  Q.  B.  339 ;  Bateman  v.  Bluck,  18  id.  870 ;  Roberts  v.  Rose, 
3  H.  &  C.  162  ;  L.  E.  1  Ex.  82. 

ARTICLE  Vni. 

DISTRESS  AND  SEIZURE  OF  CATTLE. 

Seetion  1.  In  general.  The  taking  of  cattle  or  chattels,  as  a 
distress,  whether  damage  feasant  or  for  rent,  where  that  is  per- 
mitted, or  for  other  claims,  is  also  one  of  those  remedies  permit- 
ted by  law.    See  1  Wait' s  Law  and  Prac.  788  to  791. 

Seetion  2.  Damage  feasant*  When  the-  animals  of  one  person 
unlawfully  go  upon  the  lands  of  another  person  and  there  do 
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damage,  as  by  treading  down  the  grass,  grain  or  other  produc- 
tions of  the  earth,  the  owner  of  such  land  may  lawfally  seize 
such  animals  instead  of  bringing  an  action  for  the  trespass.  This 
remedy  exists  at  the  common  law,  but  it  is  frequently  modified 
or  regulated  by  statutes.  See  2  E.  S.  617  to  621.  Some  of  the 
rules  to  be  observed  in  pursuing  this  remedy  will  be  briefly 
noticed.  If  a  party  elects  to  distrain  cattle  or  chattels  damage 
feasant,  he  must  follow  strictly  the  course  pointed  out  by  the 
statute. 

No  one  ought  to  distrain  cattle  damage  feasant  unless  he  has 
the  legal  title  or  the  right  to  the  possession  of  the  land  upon 
which  they  are  found. 

The  remedy  by  distress,  given  by  the  statute,  is  cumulative, 
and  the  distrainer  may,  if  he  pleases,  pursue  the  common-law 
remedy  by  action  of  trespass.  Before  making  a  distress,  the 
party  should  consider  whether  the  trespass  was  not  justifiable 
by  reason  of  his  own  omission  to  keep  liis  fences  in  repair.  The 
cattle  must  be  taken  while  actually  upon  the  land  and  in  the 
very  act  of  doing  damage,  and  not  after  it  is  over,  or  at  least  not 
after  they  have  escaped  from  the  land,  even  though  the  owner  of 
the  land  was  pursuing  them,  and  the  owner  of  the  cattle  drove 
them  off  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  distress. 

A  horse  cannot  be  distrained  if  there  be  a  rider  upon  him  at 
the  time.  Storey  v.  Hobinsoriy  6  Term.  R.  138.  Nor  can  a  horse 
and  cart  be  so  taken,  if,  at  the  time  of  distraining  them,  they  are 
in  the  actual  possession,  care  and  use  of  the  party  driving  them. 
Meld  V.  AdameSy  12  Ad.  &  E.  649.  The  rule  is  otherwise  as  to  a 
dog.    Bunch  v.  Kennington^  1  Ad.  &  E.  N.  S.  679. 

The  cattle  taken  cannot  legally  be  impounded  after  an  ade- 
quate tender  of  amends  made  before  impounding. 

Again,  the  cattle  distrained  must  not  be  beaten  or  wounded, 
or  worked,  or  used.  For,  doing  either  of  these  acts  would  ren- 
der the  party  distraining  liable  to  an  action. 

The  manner  of  disposing  of  a  distress  is  pointed  out  in  this 
State  by  statute.    2  R.  S.  617  to  521. 

The  statutes  relating  to  cattle  running  in  public  highways  will 
be  found,  Laws  1862,  ch.  469  ;  Laws  1867,  ch.  814;  Laws  1869, 
ch.  424. 

For  some  of  the  decisions  uj)on  the  question,  see  RocJcweJl  v. 
Nearing,  35  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  302 ;  Campbell  v.  Evans,  54  Barb. 
566 ;  Fox  v.  DuncUe^  55  id.  431 ;  38  How.  136 ;  LeavittY.  Thorwp- 
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sariy  56  Barb.  542 ;  McGonneU  v.  VanAerman^  id.  534 ;  Squares 
V.  Camphelly  41  How.  193. 


AKTICLE  IX. 

BETAINEB,  BEMITTEB  AKD  LIEIf. 

Section  1.  Retainer.  Retainer  is  the  act  of  withholding  what 
a  party  has  in  his  hands  by  virtne  of  some  right.  An  executor 
or  administrator  has,  in  some  cases,  a  right  to  retain  a  debt  or 
sum  due  to  him  from  the  estate,  or  the  testator  or  intestate.  A  sole 
executor  may  retain  in  those  cases  where,  if  the  debt  had  been 
due  to  a  stranger,  the  latter  might  have  sued  and  recovered  the 
sum  of  such  executor,  whether  the  debt  were  due  to  himself  or 
due  to  him  in  right  of  another,  or  to  another  in  trust  for  him. 
K  there  are  several  executors,  and  one  of  them  has  a  claim 
against  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  he  may  retain  it  with  or  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  co-executors ;  and  if  there  are  several 
creditors  among  the  executors,  each  of  the  same  degree,  and  the 
estate  is  insolvent,  they  may  retain  pro  rata. 

The  right  of  retainer  may  be  exercised  where  the  deceased  was 
bound  alone,  where  he  was  bound  with  others,  and  where  the 
executor  of  the  obligee  is  also  executor  of  the  obligor. 

As  there  is  quite  a  diversity  in  the  practice  of  different  States 
and  countries  in  relation  to  the  priority  of  claims,  there  will  be 
no  attempt  at  an  enumeration  of  them.  Funeral  expenses  and 
physicians'  bills  usually  have  a  preference  over  other  claims. 

Where  the  nature  of  the  claim  is  arbitrary  and  unascertained, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  claim  for  damages  for  a  tort,  there  cannot  be 
a  retainer ;  therefore,  where  the  claim  is  for  damages  for  the 
breach  of  a  pecuniary  contract,  there  may  be  a  retainer,  as  there 
is  a  certain  measure  of  damages.  An  executor  is  not  bound  to 
plead  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a  just  debt,  and  therefore 
that  statute  does  not  operate  against  his  claim. 

In  case  the  estate  is  insolvent,  the  executor' s  right  to  retain  is 
limited  by  the  rights  of  other  creditors  who  are  equally  entitled 
with  himself  to  payment.  At  common  law  a  creditor  obtained 
an  advantage  by  obtaining  the  first  judgment  against  an  execu- 
tor and,  as  an  executor  could  not  sue,  he  might  retain  his  whole 
claim  in  preference  to  other  creditors.  This  rule  is  abrogated  in 
some  of  the  States,  and  is  in  force  in  others. 
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Section  2«  Bemitter.  This  takes  place  when  he  who  has  the 
true  property  in  lands  is  out  of  possession  and  has  no  right  to 
enter  without  recovering  possession  in .  an  action,  but  afterward 
has  the  freehold  cast  upon  him  by  some  subsequent,  though  of 
course,  defective  title.  In  this  case  he  is  remitted,  or  put  back, 
by  operation  of  law,  to  his  ancient  or  more  certain  title.  This 
right  of  entry  which  he  has  gained  by.  a  bad  title  is,  ipso  factOy 
annexed  to  his  own  inherent  good  one,  and  the  defeasible  estate 
is  utterly  defeated  and  annulled  by  the  instantaneous  act  of  law 
without  his  participation  or  consent.  The  reason  assigned  for 
this  rule  is,  that,  being  so  remitted,  the  owner  has  no  means  of 
asserting  his  title,  because,  being  in  possession,  he  cannot  sue 
himself,  and,  to  prevent  his  loss,  the  law  places  him  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  he  had  established  his  right  by  action  or  suit. 
But,  to  enable  the  owner  of  the  land  to  take  advantage  of  this 
principle,  the  title  must  be  cast  upon  him  by  the  law,  as  by 
descent ;  for,  if  he  undertakes  to  buy  the  subsequent  estate  or 
right  of  possession,  he  is  considered  as  having  waived  his  prior 
right,  and  therefore  he  is  not  remitted.  Whenever  this  right  of 
remitter  exists,  it  takes  place  regardless  of  the  will  or  intention 
of  the  party  benefited.  He  is  remitted  nolens  volens.  But 
there  is  no  remitter  to  a  right  which  is  extinguished,  or  for  which 
the  party  has  no  right  of  action,  as  in  the  case  of  a  claim  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations.  See  Doe  d.  Daniell  v.  Woodroffe^ 
10  M.  &  W.  608 ;  16  id.  768  ;  2  H.  L.  Cas.  811. 

Section  3.  Lien.  A  lien,  when  considered  as  a  remedy  in  the 
hands  of  the  party,  may  be  defined  as  the  right  of  detaining  the 
property  of  another  until  some  claim  is  satisfied.  There  may 
be  liens  which  arise  by  operation  of  law,  or  which  are  created 
by  the  express  agreement  of  the  parties.  A  right  to  retain  prop- 
erty in  respect  of  money  or  labor  expended  on  some  particular 
property  is  a  particular  lien.  A  general  lien  is  one  which  binds 
all  the  property  of  the  debtor  which  may  happen  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  his  creditor.  To  specify  all  the  cases  in  which  a  party 
has  a  right  to  retain  property  by  virtue  of  a  lien,  is  foreign  to 
the  design  of  this  work ;  but  the  general  rule  is,  that  a  party, 
who  is  in  possession  of  property  by  virtue  of  a  valid  lien,  may 
retain  the  possession  until  his  claim  is  paid.  This  claim  may 
be  lost  or  waived  by  any  act  of  the  parties  by  which  it  may  be 
surrendered  or  become  inapplicable. 

In  general,  possession  is  not  only  essential  to  the  creation,  but 
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also  to  the  continuance,  of  the  lien ;  it  may,  therefore,  be  lost  by 
voluntarily  parting  with  the  possession  of  the  goods. 

The  right  of  the  holder  of  the  lien  is  generally  confined  to  the 
mere  right  of  retainer.  Whether  an  authority  to  sell  exists,  is 
a  matter  to  be  carefully  examined  before  exercising  any^  such 
power.  In  some  cases  a  court  of  equity  will  decree  a  sale  to 
satisfy  such  lien. 

ARTICLE  X. 

REDRESS  3T  JOI^H^  ACTS  Of  THE  PARTIES. 

Section  !•  In  general.  There  are  two  remedies  which  may  be 
secured  by  the  joint  act  of  both  parties,  and  thus  obviating  the 
necessity  for  an  action.  One  is  by  an  accord,  and  the  other  by 
arbitration.    These  will  be  briefly  noticed  in  their  order. 

Section  2.  Accord.  An  accord  is  the  settlement  of  a  dispute, 
or  the  satisfaction  of  a  claim,  by  an  executed  agreement  between 
the  party  injuring  and  the  party  injured.  Some  of  the  requi- 
sites of  an  accord  are  the  following :  It  must  be  legal ;  it  must 
be  advantageous  to  the  party  claiming  the  performance  of  a 
contract,  or  damages  for  an  inj  ury ;  it  must  be  certain ;  the 
defendant  must  be  privy  to  the  contract,  as  an  accord  from  a 
stranger  is  not  sufficient ;  the  accord  jnust  be  executed,  for  until 
then  it  is  no  satisfaction ;  the  acceptance  of  a  collateral  thing  o/ 
value  is  a  good  satisfaction ;  so  is  a  mutual  agreement  to  discon- 
tinue two  cross-actions.  An  agreement  to  pay  a  less  sum  of 
money  in  discharge  of  a  larger  money  debt  is  not  a  good  accord, 
unless  the  money  is  paid  before  the  larger  sum  was  due,  or  at  a 
different  place.  The  effect  of  a  valid  accord  and  satisfaction  is 
to  discharge  the  claim  made,  and  to  bar  any  future  action  upon 
it    See  1  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  1036  to  1042. 

Section  3.  Arbitration.  An  arbitration  is  a  submission  and 
reference  of  a  matter  in  dispute  concerning  property,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  a  personal  wrong,  to  the  decision  of  one  or  more  persons, 
called  arbitrators,  who  are  to  render  a  judgment  thereon,  called 
to  award.  The  general  subject  of  arbitrations  will  be  explained 
elsewhere  and  the  subject  will  be  dismissed,  with  the  general 
remark,  that  a  valid  submission  and  a  proper  aveard  thereon  will 
bar  any  action  upon  the  claim  submitted  and  passed  upon. 

See  1  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  1011  to  1036. 

11 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

BEDRESS  BY  OPERATIOK  OF  LAW. 

Section  1.  In  general.  A  part  of  the  remedies  of  this  nature 
have  already  been  noticed  under  another  head.  See  Betainer, 
Remitter,  Lien. 

Section  2.  Set-off.  The  right  of  a  party  to  set-off  his  demand 
against  the  claim  of  another  person  against  him  did  not  exist  at 
common  law.  The  principle  of  set-off  is,  that  when  one  man 
has  a  claim  for  a  sum  of  money  against  another,  and  is  also 
indebted  to  him,  he  may  c6nsider  his  claim  to  be  a  discharge  or 
extinguishment  of  his  debt,  if  it  be  equal  in  amount,  or  pro 
tanto^  if  unequal.  This  rule  is  founded  upon  reason  and  jus- 
tice, and  it  tends  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  multiplication  of 
suits  with  their  attendant  inconveniences  and  costs.  As  the  sub- 
ject of  set-off  will  be  fully  explained  in  this  work,  no  further 
notice  is  here  necessary,  except  to  state  that  the  right,  as  it  now 
exists,  is  founded  upon  various  statutes.  See  1  Wait' s  Law  and 
Prac.  966  to  979. 

Section  3.  Marriage  of  debtor  and  creditor.  3j  the  common 
law,  if  a  woman  married  her  creditor  or  her  debtor,  in  either 
case  the  debt  was  absolutely  extinguished.  No  discussion  of 
fliis  matter  is  to  be  expected  here,  as  the  mere  mention  of  it  will 
call  attention  to  this  subject,  which  is  all  that  is  needed. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

CAUTIONS    IN    RELATION  TO  RESORTING    TO  THESE    REMEDIES    WITHOUT 

ACTION. 

Section  1.  In  general.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  although 
the  law  allows  an  extrajudicial  remedy,  yet  that  remedy  is  not 
compulsory,  and  does  not  exclude  the  ordinary  course  of  justice  ; 
it  is  only  an  additional  weapon  put  into  the  hands  of  i)ersons  in 
particular  instences,  when  natural  equity  or  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  their  situation  require  a  more  expeditious  remedy 
than  the  formal  process  of  a  court  of  judicature  can  furnish. 
In  many  cases  the  party  may  resort  to  both  remedies.  A  party 
who  is  assaulted  may  defend  himself  from  violence,  and  yet  may 
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afterward  bring  his  action  for  the  assault.  A  person  may  retake 
his  goods  in  a  fair  and  peaceable  way,  and  the  recaption  does 
not  bar  his  subsequent  action,  although  the  return  may  mitigate 
damages.  A  party  may  enter  on  lands,  if  he  has  a  right  of 
entry,  or  may  demand  possession  by  action.  So  he  may  abate 
a  nuisance  or  call  upon  the  law  to  do  it  for  him.  There  is  one 
general  consideration  which  ought  always  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
and  that  is,  there  are  cases  in  which  a  resort  to  these  remedies, 
by  the  act  of  the  party,  will  bar  him  from  bringing  a  subsequent 
action  for  the  same  subject-matter. 

As  this  chapter  was  designed  to  be  a  mere  statement  of  general 
rules  for  the  information  of  the  student,  and  for  the  convenience 
of  the  practitioner,  rather  than  a  treatise  upon  the  topics  men- 
tioned, the  reader  will  be  required  to  examine  other  works 
whenever  it  may  become  important  to  examine  the  law  apply- 
ing these  rules  to  any  particular  case. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

EVIDENCE  TO  SUSTAIN  ACTION. 

ARTICLE  L 

IS  IT  EXISTENT  AND  AVAILABLE. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Although  the  plaintiff's  right  of  action 
may  be  clear  upon  such  facts  as  he  has  assumed  to  be  true,  yet 
he  cannot  safely  bring  an  action  unless  he  can  prove  the  exist- 
ence and  truth  of  such  facts  on  the  trial  of  the  cause.  If  he  is 
not  possessed  of  such  evidence,  or  cannot  procure  it,  he  is  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  condition  as  though  such  facts  had  no  existence. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work  will  be  pointed  out  in  detail 
the  various  kinds  of  evidence  which  may  be  used  and  the  modes 
of  procuring  it.  At  present,  nothing  more  will  be  done  than  to 
throw  out  some  considerations  to  the  student  or  the  young  prac- 
titioner by  way  of  hints  in  relation  to  the  securing  of  evidence 
to  sustain  the  action  or  the  defense.     * 

ARTICLE  IL 

I)OCUMEin:ART    EVIDENCE. 

Sectiou  1.  In  general.  Documentary  evidence  is  most  usually 
in  a  written  or  printed  form  and  is  frequently  termed  written 
evidence.  The  term  ' '  documentary  evidence ' '  properly  includes 
all  material  substances  on  which  the  thoughts  of  men  are  repre- 
sented by  writing,  or  any  other  species  of  conventional  mark  or 
symbol.  Best  on  Ev.  298,  §  216.  Thus  the  wooden  scores  on 
which  bakers,  milkmen,  etc.,  indicate  by  notches  the  number  of 
loaves  of  bread  or  quarts  of  milk  supplied  to  their  customers, 
the  old  English  exchequer  tallies,  and  such  like  are  documents, 
as  much  as  the  most  elaborate  deeds.  lb. 

Documents,  being  inanimate  things,  necessarily  come  to  the 
cognizance  of  tribunals,  through  the  medium  of  human  testi- 
mony, for  which  reason  some  old  authors  have  termed  them  dead 
proofs  in  contradistinction  to  witnesses  who  are  said  ta  be  living 
proofs. 
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ARTICLE  HL 

WKITTEK   BVIDEKCB. 

Seetioii  !•  What  It  is.  Althotigh  documentary  evidence  most 
nsnally  presents  itself  in  a  written  or  printed  form,  the  terms 
"writing"  and  **written  evidence"  have  obtained,  in  law,  a  sec- 
ondary and  limited  signification  in  which  they  are  commonly 
but  not  always  used  ;  and  much  confusion  has  arisen  from  the 
ambignous  meanings  of  these  terms.  The  force  of  written  proofs 
consists  in  this,  that  men  have  agreed  together  to  preserve,  by 
writing,  the  recollection  of  things  past,  and  of  which  they  were 
desirous  to  establish  the  remembrance,  either  as  rules  for  their 
guidance  or  to  have  therein  a  lasting  proof  of'  the  truth  of  what 
they  write.  Thus,  agreements  are  written  to  preserve  the  remem- 
brance of  what  the  contracting  parties  have  prescribed  for  them« 
selves,  and  erect  that  which  has  been  agreed  on  into  a  fixed  and 
immutable  law  for  them.  So,  wills  are  written  to  establish  the 
recollection  of  what  a  person  who  had  the  right  to  dispose  of  his 
property,  has  ordained,  and  make  thereof  a  rule  for  his  heirs 
and  legatees.  In  like  manner  are  written  sentences,  decrees, 
edicts,  ordinances,  and  every  thing  intended  to  have  the  effect 
of  title  or  of  law.  The  writing  preserves  unchangeably  what  is 
intrusted  to  it,  and  expresses  the  intention  of  the  parties  by 
their  own  testimony.  It  is  to  such  documents  as  these  that  the 
terms  ^*  writing  "  and  **  written  evidence  "  are  commonly  applied 
in  our  books. 

Seetioii  2.  Division  of  writings.  Writings  are  of  two  kinds, 
public  and  private.  Under  the  former  are  classed  acts  of  par 
liaments,  of  congress,  of  the  legislatures  of  States ;  judgments, 
decrees  and  acts  of  courts,  whether  of  voluntary  or  contentious 
jurisdiction ;  proclamations,  public  books,  and  the  like.  They 
may  also  be  divided  into  writings,  judicial  and  not  judicial ;  of 
record  and  not  of  record.  Records  are  the  memorials  of  the 
legislature  and  of  the  courts.  Among  private  writings,  the  first 
and  most  important  are  those  whicli  fall  under  the  description 
of  "deeds,"  that  is,  of  "  writings  sealed  and  delivered."  And 
they  differ  from  inferior  written  instruments  in  this  important 
particular,  that  they  are  presumed  to  have  been  made  upon  a 
good  consideration ;  and  this  presumption  cannot  be  rebutted, 
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unless  the  instrument  is  impeached  for  fraud,  while  in  contracts 
not  under  seal,  a  consideration  must  be  alleged  and  proved. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  statute  which  authorizes  the  introduc- 
tion of  evidence  to  show  a  want  of  consideration  in  a  sealed 
instrument.  2  R.  S.  406,  §  77. 

The  mode  of  executing  or  proving  deeds  need  not  be  noticed 
in  this  place. 

Instruments  in  writing,  and  not  under  seal,  are  very  numerous 
and  in  daily  use,  and  the  proper  execution,  and  due  proof  of 
them  on  a  trial,  is  an  essential  part  of  a  case. 

Wills  form  an  important  class  of  writings,  especially  as  to  the 
mode  of  their  execution,  and  in  making  due  proof  of  them.  . 

Stamps  are  esselitial  to  the  validity  of  many  instruments,  and 
the  affixing  and  proper  cancellation  of  them  wUl  always  be  a 
subject  of  attention. 

Written  memoranda  may  be  evidence  in  some  cases,  though  a 
mere  mention  of  them  is  all  that  is  here  intended. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OEAL  EVIDENCE. 

Section  1.  Witnesses.  Nearly  every  case  depends,  to  a  greater 
or  lesser  extent,  upon  the  evidence  given  by  living  witnesses, 
orally,  in  open  court.  To  secure  their  attendance  is  one  of  the 
most  important  steps,  in  preparing  a  cause  for  trial. 

Section  2.  Depositions.  When  the  personal  attendance  of  a 
witness  cannot  be  procured,  or  when  it  is  equally  available  in 
the  form  of  a  deposition,  the  party  desiring  the  evidence  may 
secure  it  by  means  of  a  commission,  if  issued  in  due  time,  and 
in  a  proper  manner. 

'  Section  3.  Perpetnating  evidence.  Whenever  any  kind  of 
evidence  may  be  lost  to  a  party,  his  first  duty  is  to  take  sucli 
steps  as  may  be  in  his  power  to  secure  its  preservation.  This  is 
especially  true  when  that  evidence  rests  in  the  recollection  of  a 
single  person,  who  may  be  old,  sick,  or  otherwise  liable  to  sud- 
den death.  In  all  such  cases,  prompt  measures  for  the  perpetu- 
ation of  his  testimony  is  an  indispensable  duty. 

Section  4.  General  remarks.  The  most  important  part  of  a 
lawyer' s  duty,  in  every  case,  is  to  see  that  it  does  not  fail  from 
the  want  of  evidence  which  due  care  and  diligence  would  have 
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secured.  To  lose  a  cause,  or  to  fail  in  a  defense,  from  such  a 
neglect  of  duty,  is  a  gross  wrong  toward  a  client  who  has  risked 
his  cause  t6  one  who  was  so  unworthy  of  public  or  private  con- 
fidence. If  a  cause  must  be  in  any  manner  neglected,  let  it  not 
be  in  the  direction  of  failing  for  want  of  proofs  which  were  in 
existence,  and  available  if  properly  procured.  It  is  the  duty  of 
every  practitioner  to  understand  the  law  of  his  case ;  but,  if  he 
is  not  as  well  prepared  upon  this  point,  the  learning  of  the  pre- 
siding judge  will  furnish  and  apply  the  proper  rule  of  law  as  a 
part  of  his  duties ;  though  he  will  never,  if  he  could,  supply 
the  defects  arising  from  a  want  of  proofs,  which  the  culpable 
neglect  of  the  attorney  has  rendered  unavailable. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

PARTIES  TO  ACTIONS. 


ARTICLE  L 

WHO  MAY  SUE  IN  THE  COURTS  OF  THIS  STATE. 

Section  1.  The  real  party  in  interest* 

a.  In  general.  Under  the  former  practice,  the  rules  of  law 
and  of  equity  were  widely  dissimilar,  in  regard  to  the  proper 
parties  to  an  action.  At  common  law,  every  action  upon  contract 
was  required  to  be  brought  by  the  contracting  party,  if  living, 
or  by  his  legal  representative,  if  dead.  In  actions  for  torts,  the 
party  doing,  or  receiving  an  injury,  must  be  made  plaintiflF  or 
defendant,  and,  on  the  death  of  either  party,  the  right  of  action 
died  also.  Choses  in  action  were  not  assignable  at  common  law, 
so  as  to  authorize  the  assignee  to  sue  in  his  own  name,  yet  the 
assignee  was  allowed  to  prosecute  an  action  for  their  recovery  in 
the  name  of  the  assignor,  upon  the  principle  that  the  assignor 
held  the  legal  right  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  assignee.  And, 
in  general,  the  holder  of  the  legal  right  was  made  the  plaintiff  in 
the  action.  Anderson  v.  Martindale^  1  East,  497;  Jessel  v. 
Williamsburgh  Ins.  Co.^  3  Hill,  88;  Mann^Y.  HerTcimer  Co. 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.^  4  id.  187;  Luckey  v.  Gannxm^  1  Sweeny,  12 
(17);  S.  C,  37  How.  134;  6  Abb.  N.  S.  209.  See  GrinnellY. 
Buchanan^  1  Daly,  538.  Under  the  old  chancery  practice,  how- 
ever, the  suit  must  be  brought  by  the  real  party  in  interest,  and 
the  mere  nominal  owner  of  the  right  of  action  who  had  no 
interest  in  it  could  not  sue,  unless  he  held  such  nominal  interest 
as  trustee.  Rogers  v.  Traders'*  Ins.  Co.^  6  Paige,  583  (597); 
Meld  V.  Maghee^  6  id.  539  ;  Oakey  v.  Bend^  3  Edw.  Ch.  482. 

The  practice,  as  it  existed  in  equity,  is  substantially  retained  un- 
der the  Code,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  parties  to  an  action.  Brownson 
V.  Oifford^  8  How.  389  (395) ;  Hollenheck  v.  Van  Valkenhurgh^  5 
id.  281  (285) ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  33 ;  Wallace  v.  Haton,  5 
How.  99;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  161.  The  common-law  rule  has 
ceased  to  exist  in  this  State  since  the  adoption  of  the  Code. 
Luckey  v.  Oannon^  1  Sweeny,  12  (17) ;  S.  C,  37  How.  134 ;  6 
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Abb.  N.  S.  209 ;  Fowler  v.  N.  T.  Indemnity  Ins.  Ci).,  23  Barb. 
143  (146).  By  the  requirements  of  that  act  it  is  made  necessary 
that  every  action  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  real 
party  in  interest,  except  actions  brought  by  an  executor  or 
administrator,  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust,  or  a  person  expressly 
anthoriaed  by  statute  to  sue  ;  in  which  actions,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  join  as  plaintiff,  the  person  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is 
prosecuted.  Code,  §§  111,  113 ;  Hoogland  v.  Hvdson^  8  How. 
348 ;  Mead  v.  MitcheU,  6  Abb.  92  (106) ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  17 
N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  210.  It  is  obviously  impossible  to  give  any 
nniversal  rule  by  which  to  determine  who  is  or  who  is  not  the 
real  party  in  interest  in  every  controversy.  The  right  of  owne!r- 
sMp  alone  will  furnish  no  reliable  test,  for  while,  as  a  general 
rale,  the  owner  of  a  chattel  is  the  proper  party  to  bring  an  action 
for  its  possession,  or  tx)  recover  damages  for  its  injury,  a  party 
having  no  right  of  ownership,  but  only  a  special  interest  in  the 
property  accompanied  by  possession,  may  also  maintain  an  action 
for  the  same  purpose.  Harrison  v.  Marshall^  4  E.  D.  Smith,  271 ; 
PaMock  Y.Wingy  16  How.  647;  Green  v.  OlarJce,  12  N.  Y.  (2 
Kern.)  343.  Neither  will  possession  under  title  give  an  exclusive 
right  of  action,  as  a  remainder-man  in  fee  may  maintain  an  action 
for  an  injury  done  to  the  inheritance,  although  a  separate  action 
might  be  maintained  for  the  same  cause  by  the  owner  of  an  in- 
tervening life  estate.  Van  Deus&n  v.  Tonng,  29  N.  Y.  (2  Tiff.)  9.' 
Neither  will  the  character  of  the  interest,  as  whether  legal  or 
equitable,  furnish  a  reliable  test  by  which  to  determine  the  real 
party  in  interest.  A  person  in  possession  of  lands,  under  a  con- 
tract to  purchase,  is  deemed  the  equitable  owner,  and  may  main- 
tain an  action  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  thereto.  Rood  v. 
New  York  and  Brie  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Barb.  80.  So  a  party  who 
has  redeemed  land  sold  on  execution,  after  receiving  the  sheriff's 
deed,  may  maintain  an  action  in  the  nature  of  waste  against  any 
person  who,  intermediate  the  sale  and  the  deed,  cttts  timber  and 
takes  it  from  the  premises.  The  legal  estate  is  deemed  vested  in 
the  grantee  by  relation  as  of  the  time  of  the  sale.  Thomas  v.  Cro- 
fvt,  14  N.  Y.  (4.  Kern. )  474 ;  Potter  v.  Cromwell,  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand) 
287.  It  is  a  general  rule,  capable  of  practical  application,  that  the 
party  who  will  be  directly  benefited  by  the  successful  prosecution 
of  an  action,  and  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  the  damages  recov- 
ered, is  the  proper  party  to  be  made  plaintiff  in  the  action.  Thus, 
in  an  action  upon  a  promissory  note,  the  party  having  the  whole 
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interest  therein,  whether  his  title  to  the  note  is  legal  or  equitable, 
whether  he  was  an  original  party  to  the  instrument,  or  merely 
the  owner  by  assignment,  and  whether  the  note  is  in  his  posses- 
sion, or  that  of  a  third  party,  is  the  real  party  in  interest.  Has- 
tings V.  McKirdey,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  273 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  Seld. 
Notes,  Nos.  4,  19 ;  Savage  v.  Beoier^  12  How.  166 ;  Seldea  v. 
Pringle^  17  Barb.  458 ;  Cummings  v.  Morris^  3  Bosw.  560  (576) ; 
S.  C.  affirmed,  25  N.  Y.  (11  Smith)  625.  So  where  the  statute 
imposes  a  penalty  for  fmud,  to  be  sued  for,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
person  or  persons  upon  whom  the  fraud  is  committed,  and  where 
the  statute  does  not,  in  terms,  specify  who  shall  be  the  plaintiJOT, 
the  action  should  be  brought  in  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
whose  benefit  the  suit  is  prosecuted,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  Code, 
in  the  name  of  the  real  party  in  interest.  Thompson  v.  Hmoe^ 
46  Barb.  287.  So,  in  general,  where  a  pecuniary  penalty  or 
forfeiture  is  specially  granted  by  law  to  any  person  injured  or 
aggrieved  by  the  act  or  omission  of  another,  the  action  must  be 
brought  by  the  person  to  whom  the  penalty  is  granted.  lb.  2 
Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  284. 

5.  Exceptions  to  the  Tide,  The  section  of  the  Code  which 
contains  the  requirement  that  every  action  must  be  prosecuted 
in  the  name  of  the  real  party  in  interest,  also  contains  the  excep- 
tions to  the  rule,  and  specifically  provides  that  an  executor  or 
administrator,  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust,  or  a  person  expressly 
authorized  by  statute,  may  sue  without  joining  with  him  the 
person  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  prosecuted.  Code,  §§  111, 
113.  These  exceptions  are  important,  and  will  be  fully  discussed 
under  appropriate  heads,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  chapter. 
See  §§  7  and  8,  post  So  an  action  may  be  maintained  by  a 
grantee  of  land  in  the  name  of  a  grantor,  or  his  or  her  heirs 
or  legal  representatives,  when  the  grant  or  grants  are  void  by 
reason  of  the  actual  possession  of  a  person  claiming  under  a 
title  adverse  to  that  of  the  grantor  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
the  grant,  and  the  plaintiflF  will  be  allowed  to  prove  the  facts  to 
bring  the  case  within  this  provision.  Code,  §  111.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided that  the  section  of  the  Code  above  cited  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  authorize  the  assignment  of  a  thing  in  action  not  arising  out 
of  contract.  This  leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  effect  of  an 
assignment  of  the  subject  of  an  action,  as  afliecting  the  right  to 
sue. 
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c.  Where  the  right  of  action  is  assignable.  The  provisions  of 
the  Code  have  made  no  change  in  the  law  of  assignments.  No 
authority  is  given  by  that  act  for  the  assignment  of  any  right  of 
action  which  was  not  assignable  under  the  former  practice,  and 
no  right  of  assignment  which  existed  before  its  adoption  has  been 
taken  away  by  it.  Purple  v.  Sudson  River  H.  R.  Co.^  1  Abb. 
33 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer,  74 ;  Hodgman  v.  Western  R.  R.  Corporationy  7 
How.  492.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  antej  88,  no  mere  right 
of  action  was  so  assignable  at  common  law  as  to  pass  the  legal 
right  to  the  assignee  or  the  right  of  suing  in  his  own  name  ;  but 
when  the  cause  of  action  affected  the  estate  of  the  assignor,  the 
court,  exercising  its  equity  powers,  would  protect  the  rights  of  the 
assignee  in  an  action  brought  in  the  name  of  the  assignor,  in 
whom  the  legal  estate  still  remained.  The  only  change  made 
by  the  Code  was  to  transfer,  with  the  beneficial  interest,  the  right 
of  action  also,  or,  in  other  words,  to  allow  the  assignee  of  an 
assignable  demand  to  prosecute  in  his  own  name,  instead  of  in 
the  name  of  the  assignor,  as  formerly.  Hodgman  v.  Western  R. 
R.  Co,,  7  How.  492  ;  BtUler  v.  Ifeu)  York  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  22 
Barb.  110 ;  McKee  v.  Jtcdd,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  622.  It  becomes 
important,  in  consequence  of  this  change,  to  determine  what 
rights  of  action  are  assignable,  before,  attempting  to  determine 
who  should  be  plaintiffs  in  su(3h  actions. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  right  of  action,  which,  upon  the 
death  of  a  party,  would  pass  to  his  executors  as  part  of  his 
assets,  is  assignable,  and  that  the  power  to  assign  and  to  trans- 
mit to  personal  representatives,  are  convertible  propositions. 
This  was  always  the  rule  at  common  law,  and  is  the  true  test, 
under  the  Code,  to  determine  what  right  of  action  for  a  personal 
injury  is  capable  of  being  transferred  by  assignment.  Zahriskie  v. 
SmUh,  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  322 ;  Butler  v.  N.  Y.  &  Brie  R.  R.  Co., 
22  Barb.  110 ;  Fried  v.  N.  Y.  CerUral  R.  R.  Co.,  26  How.  285 ; 
Plait  y.  Stout,  14  Abb.  178 ;  Chamberlain  v.  WiUiamson,  2  Maule 
&  Selw.  408 ;  People  v.  Tioga  Common  Pleas,  19  Wend.  73 ;  Com- 
€gys  V.  Vasse,  1  Pet.  213.  This  rule  is  clear  and  undisputed,  and 
the  only  difficulty  lies  in  its  application.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  Uiat,  under  existing  laws,  the  assignability  of  a  thing  in 
action  is  the  rule,  and  non-assignability  the  exception.  Meech  v. 
Stoner,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  26.  The  old  rule  of  the  common  law, 
that  actions  for  torts  die  with  the  person,  has  been  materially 
modified  by  express  statutes.    A  right  of  action,  founded  on  tort. 
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may  be  assignable,  as  well  as  an  action  founded  on  contract.  The 
statutes  provide  that  for  wrongs  done  to  the  property,  rights  or 
interests  of  another,  for  which  an  action  might  be  mamtained 
against  the  wrong-doer,  such  action  may  be  brought  by  the  per- 
son injured,  or,  after  his  death,  by  his  executors  or  administra- 
tors, against  such  wrong-doer,  and,  after  his  death,  against  his 
administrators,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  like  effect  in  all 
respects  as  actions  founded  upon  contracts.  2  R.  S.  447,  §  1 ; 
(467),  Edm.  Ed. 

But  it  also  limits  the  application  of  this  general  rule  by  pro- 
viding that  the  preceding  section  shall  not  extend  to  actions  for 
slander,  for  libel,  or  to  actions  of  assault  and  battery  or  false 
imprisonment,  nor  to  actions  on  the  case  for  injuries  to  the  per- 
son of  the  plaintiff,  or  to  the  person  of  the  testator  or  intestate 
of  any  executor  or  administrator. .  Id.  §  2. 

The  exceptions  contained  in  the  second  section  are  evidence 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature  that  all  other  actions 
founded  upon  tort  should  survive.  HaigM  v.  Hayt^  19  N.  Y. 
(5  Smith)  464 ;  Fried  v.  N.  T.  Central  B,  B.  Co.,  25  How.  286. 
Applying  the  test  before  mentioned,  it  follows  that  all  causes  of 
action  arising  in  tort  are  assignable,  except  a  cause  of  action  for 
slander,  for  libel,  or  a  cause  of  action  founded  upon  assault  and 
battery,  false  imprisonment  or  injuries  to  the  person ;  or,  in 
other  words,  every  cause  of  action  arising  upon  a  tort  which  has 
caused  special  damage  to  the  estate  of  the  person  entitled  to  sue 
is  assignable,  and  the  assignee  may  maintain  an  action  thereon 
in  his  own  name.  Butler  v.  N.  T.  and  Erie  B.  B.  Co.,  22  Barb. 
110 ;  Meech  v.  Stoner,  19  N,  T.  (6  Smith)  26.  The  expression 
"actions  on  th6  case  for  injuries  to  the  person,"  in  the  second 
section  of  the  statute  quoted,  is  used  in  its  literal  sense,  and  not 
in  the  same  sense  or  meaning  with  personal  right  of  action. 
Fried  v.  N.  Y.  Gmtral  B.  B.  Co.,  25  How.  285,  287. 

A  few  illustrations  of  assignable  torts  are  here  given.  It  is 
well  settled  that  a  claim  for  the  wrongful  conversion  of  personal 
property  is  assignable,  and  that  the  assignee  may  maintain  an 
action  thereon  in  his  own  name.  Bichtmyer  v.  Bemsen,  38  N.  T. 
(11  Tiff.)  206 ;  S.  C,  6  Trans.  App.  203 ;  Hawk  v.  TTw^n,  54  Barb. 
164 ;  McKeeY.  Judd,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  622;  OenetY.  Holland, 
30  How.  360 ;  S.  C,  45  Barb.  560 ;  Grocers'  National  Bank 
V.  Clark,  32  How.  160 ;  S.  C,  48  Barb.  26 ;  Gould  v.  GovM,  41 
id.  654.    The  sanxe  rule  applies  to  a  right  of  action  against  a 
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common  carrier  to  recover  the  value  of  property  intrusted  to 
Mm  {Merrill  v.  GrinneU,  30  N.  T.  [3  Tiff.]  594;  WaUron  v. 
WiUard,  17  N.  Y,  [  3  Smith  ]  466) ;  to  a  claim  against  an  inn- 
keeper to  recover  money  stolen  from  the  trunk  of  a  guest 
{Stanton  v.  Ldand^  4  E.  D.  Smith,  88) ;  to  a  claim  under  the 
statute  requiring  compensation  for  the  death  of  a  i)erson  by  the 
wrongful  act  of  another  (©wm  v.  Moore^  15  N.  Y.  [1  Smith]  432) ; 
to  a  claim  for  fees  and  commissions  belonging  to  a  public  officer, 
and  against  one  who  has  wrongfully  received  the  same  {PlaM  v. 
Stout^  14  Abb,  178) ;  to  a  claim  upon  a  life  insurance  policy  made 
in  fevor  of  the  insured  {SL  John  v.  Araerican  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Cq.j  13  N.  Y.  [3  Kern.]  31) ;  to  a  claim  upon  a  fire  insurance 
policy  {Mellen  v.  Hamilton  Fire  Ins.  Co,^  17  N.  Y.  [3  Smith] 
609 ;  Fmjoler  v.  New  TorJc  Indemnity  Ins.  'Co.,  23  Barb.  151) ;  to 
a  claim  for  an  injury  to  personal  property  {Merrick  v.  Brainard^ 
38  Barb.  574) ;  to  a  claim  against  another  for  procuring  the  sale 
of  goods  on  false  representations,  Johnston  v,  Bennett^  5  Abb. 
N.  S.  331 ;  Fried  v.  N.  T.  Central  H.  H.  Co.,  25  How.  285, 
See  Haight  v.  Hayt,  19  N.  Y,  (5  Smith)  464 ;  French  v.  WhiU, 
5  Duer,  254 ;  Byxbie  v.  Wood,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith)  607.  In  the 
case  of  Zohriskie  v.  Smith,  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  322,  where  a 
contrary  opinion  is  expressed,  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  were  evidently  overlooked.  Id.  So  a  cause  of  action 
for  fraud  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate  survives  to  and 
against  the  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased  party  to  the 
transaction,  and  is  therefore  assignable.  Haight  v.  Hayt^  19 
N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  464 ;  Graves  v.  Spier,  58  Barb.  349. 

Illustrations  of  assignable  rights  of  action  arising  upon  con- 
tracts or  upon  torts  might  be  multiplied,  all  tending  to  show  that, 
as  a  general  rule,  all  rights  of  action  are  assignable,  and  that  an 
action  is  maintainable  thereon  in  the  name  of  the  assignee,  and, 
that  the  cases  in  which  a  right  of  action  may  not  be  assigned,  and 
in  which  the  action  must  be  maintained  by  the  party  holding 
the  legal  title,  are  mere  exceptions  to  the  rule.  Meech  v.  Stoner^ 
19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  26  (29).    See  Wait's  Code,  115  to  121. 

d.  Where  the  right  of  action  is  not  assignable  A  right  of 
action  which  is  not  assignable,  must  be  brought  by  the  original 
owner 'of  the  right,  or  not  at  all.  It  cannot  be  brought  by  his 
.  personal  representatives,  because  the  test  of  the  assignability 
of  a  chose  in  action  is  its  legal  capacity  to  descend,  on  the 
death  of  the  party,  to  his  legal  representatives*    Nearly  the 
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entire  class  of  non-assignable  rights  of  action  are  those  which 
spring  from  purely  personal  torts,  and  which  do  not  affect  the 
estate  of  the  party  injured.  It  is  in  such  cases  only  that  the 
right  of  action  dies  with  the  party.  Brooks  v.  Hanford^  15  Abb. 
342 ;  Purple  v.  Hudson  B.  R.  Co.,  1  Abb.  33 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer,  74 ; 
Hodgman  v.  Western  Railroad  Corporation,  7  How.  492 ; 
Butler  V.  N.  T.  &  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Barb.  110  ;  McKee  v.  Judd, 
12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  622 ;  Mackey  v.  Mackey,  43  Barb.  58. 

Under  this  rule,  all  actions  of  slander,  libel,  assault  and  bat- 
tery, false  imprisonment,  crim.  con.,  seduction,  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage,  and  all  injuries  to  the  person,  personal 
feelings  or  character,  are  non-assignable,  and  must  be  enforced 
in  the  name  of  the  original  party  or  not  at  all.  Butler  v.  N.  T.  <fe 
B.  R.  R.J  22  Barb.  110 ;  Chamberlain  v.  Williamson,  2  Maule  & 
Selw.  408  ;  Meech  v.  Stoner,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  26  (29).  To  this 
general  rule  there  is  one  apparent  statutory  exception  :  "  When- 
ever the  death  of  a  person  shall  be  caused  by  wrongful  act, 
neglect  or  default,  and  the  act,  neglect  or  default  is  such  as 
would,  if  death  had  not  ensued,  have  entitled  the  party  injured 
to  maintain  an  action  and'  recover  damages  in  respect  thereof, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  person  who,  or  the  corporation 
which  would  have  been  liable,  if  death  had  not  ensued,  shall  be 
liable  to  an  action  for  damages,  notwithstanding  the  death  of 
the  person  injured,  and  although  the  death  shall  have  been 
caused  under  such  circumstances  as  amount  in  law  to  felony. 
Laws  1847,  ch.  450.  Every  such  action  shall  be  brought 
by,  and  in  the  names  of  the  personal  representatives  of  such 
deceased  person.  And  the  amount  recovered  in  every  such 
action  shall  be  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  husband  or  widow, 
and  next  of  kin  of  such  deceased  person,  and  shall  be  distributed 
to  such  husband  or  widow  and  next  of  kin,  in  the  proportion 
now  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  personal 
property  of  persons  dying  intestate. ''  Laws  1847,  ch.  450, 
as  amended  by  Laws  1870,  ch.  78.  The  interest  of  the  party 
entitled  to  receive  the  damages  recovered  in  such  an  action  is 
assignable.  Quin  v.  Moore,  15  N.  Y.  (1  Smith)  432.  But  it  is 
not  clear  that  the  assignee,  or  the  original  owner  of  that  interest, 
could  maintain  an  action  against  the  wrong-doer,  unless  such 
owner  was  also  the  personal  representative  of  the  deceased. 
W hit/or d  v.  Panama  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  466 
(489);  McMahon  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  of  N.  Y.,  33  N.  Y.   (6  Tiff.) 
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642.  By  the  amendnwnt  of  1870,  chapter  78,  the  husband  is 
entitled  to  recover  damages  for  the  killing  of  the  wife,  in  the 
same  manner  that  she  may  recover  damages  for  the  killing  of  the 
husband.  This  change  in  the  law  renders  obsolete  those  cases 
which  held  that  the  hnsband  conld  not  recover  damages  in  case 
the  killing  of  the  wife  was  instantaneous.  See  Green  v.  H,  JR. 
R.  Co.,  2  Keyes,  294  ;  28  Barb.  9 ;  16  How.  230 ;  Ziuias  v.  iT.  Y. 
Central  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Barb.  245. 

The  right  of  action  to  cancel  or  avoid  any  instrument  on  the 
ground  of  usury,  or  to  have  the  same  surrendered,  is  a  personal 
privilege  confined  to  the  borrower  and  his  personal  representa- 
tives, and  cannot  be  assigned.  Biywghton  v.  Smith,  26  Barb. 
635 ;  Draper  v.  TrescoU,  29  Barb.  401. 

A  right  of  action  cannot  be  assigned  by  a  person  under  sen- 
tence of  imprisonment  in  a  State  prison,  as  a  sentence  of  impris- 
onment in  the  State  prison  for  any  term  less  than  for  life  sus- 
pends the  civil  rights  of  the  person  so  sentenced  during  the  term 
of  such  imprisonment.  Miller  v.  FinTcle,  1  Park.  374  ;  and  see 
2  R.  S.  701,  §  19. 

A  license,  which  is  in  its  nature  a  personal  trust,  is  not 
assignable.  Blackwell  v.  WiswaU,  14  How.  257  (260) ;  S.  C,  24 
Barb.  356. 

So  a  debt  due  by  a  party  to  himself  and  another  cannot  be 
assigned  by  the  debtor.  Van  Scoter  v.  Lefferts,  11  Barb.  140. 
Thus,  where  a  member  of  a  copartnership  assigns  all  his  inter- 
est in  and  to  the  property,  goods,  wares,  merchandise  and  debts 
belonging  to  the  firm,  a  debt  owing  by  the  assignor  to  the  firm 
wiU  not  pass  by  the  assignment.  lb.    See  Wait' s  Code,  115  to  121. 

e-  Principal  and  agent  At  common  law  it  was  a  general  rule 
in  regard  to  parties  to  actions,  that  every  action  on  an  express 
contract  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
engagement  violated  was  originally  made,  unless  the  instrument 
was  in  its  nature  transferable,  as  in  the  case  of  a  negotiable  note. 
JSfewcomh  v.  Clark,  1  Denio,  226 ;  EricJcson  v.  Compton,  6  How. 
471.  Thus,  where  an  agent  made  a  contract  in  his  own  name 
but  for  the  benefit  of  his  principal,  the  agent  alone  could  bring 
the  action  for  a  breach  of  the  contract.  When  the  rule  of  equity 
was  substituted  for  the  rule  at  common  law,  and  the  Code 
required  that  every  action  should  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
real  party  in  interest,  the  principal  became  the  proper  party 
plaintiff,  although  not  mentioned  in  the  contract  upon  which 
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suit  was  brought.  The  courts,  however,  ^ve  a  liberal  construc- 
tion to  the  exception  to  the  general  rule  contained  in  sections  111, 
118  of  the  Code,  and  declared  that  any  person  who  acta  in  trust 
for,  or  in  behalf  of  another,  is»  in  fact,  a  trustee  of  an  express 
trust ;  and  that  factors  and  other  mercantile  agents  who  contract 
in  their  own  names,  but  for  the  benefit  of  and  without  disclosing 
their  principals  are  properly  included  in  that  term.  QrinneU  v. 
Schmidt,  2  Sandf.  706 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R  19 ;  8  N.  T.  Leg.  Obs. 
197.  By  the  amendment  of  the  Code  in  1861,  an  explanatory 
clause  was  added  to  section  113,  which  provided  that  a  trustee 
of  an  express  trust,  within  the  meaning  of  that  section,  must  be 
construed  to  include  a  person  with  whom  or  in  whose  name  a 
contract  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  another.  This  amendment 
was  probably  intended  to  give  to  the  original  section,  in  express 
terms,  the  same  construction  that  had  been  given  to  it  by  the 
superior  court.  Brown  v.  Cherry,  38  How.  352 ;  S.  C,  56  Barb. 
635.  Under  the  Code  as  it  now  stands,  it  is  well  established  that 
the  old  rule  at  common  law  and  in  equity  have,  in  effect,  been 
thoroughly  blended,  and  that  where  a  contract  has  been  made 
by  an  agent  in  his  own  name,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his  principal, 
the  latter  may  sue  upon  the  contract  in  his  own  name  or  in  the 
name  of  his  agent  at  his  election.  MricJcson  v.  Compton,  6  How. 
471 ;  Morgan  v.  Betd,  7  Abb.  215 ;  Bomland  v.  Phaleny  1  Bosw. 
43 ;  Union  India  Mubber  Co.  v.  Tomlinson,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  864  ; 
Brmon  v.  Cherry,  38  How.  352 ;  S.  C,  56  Barb.  635.  So  an 
agent  may  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name  upon  a  contract 
in  which  he  has  disclosed  the  name  of  his  principal,  and  his 
representative  character  as  agent,  and  although  he  was  not  per- 
sonally bound  by  the  contract,  and  although  the  promises 
therein  contained  were  not  to  him  personally  but  in  his  official 
or  representative  character.  The  agent  is,  in  this  case,  also  a 
trustee  of  an  express  trust  within  the  meaning  of  section  113  of 
the  Code.  Considerant  v.  Brisbane,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  389 ; 
Freeman  v.  FuUon  Fire  Inswrance  Co.,  14  Abb.  398  (406) ;  S. 
C,  38  Barb.  247;  BeUlyy.  Cooky  13  Abb.  255  (258);  S.  C,  22 
How.  93. 

The  mere  fact  that  an  agent  may  maintain  an  action  as  tms* 
tee  of  an  express  trust  does  not  render  it  nece^ary  that  he 
rshould  do  so  to  the  exclusion  of  the  right  of  the  principal 
( Union  India  Bubher  Co.  v.  Tomlirhson,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  364)  ; 
9ad  the  authorities  already  cited  clearly  show  that  the  right  of 
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the  agent  is  not  merged  in  the  right  of  his  principal.  The  action 
may  be  commenced  in  the  name  of  the  contracting  party  under 
the  common-law  rule,  or  may  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
party  holding  the  beneficial  interest  under  the  rule  in  equity. 
But  when  a  choice  is  to  be  made  between  the  form  of  proceed- 
ings at  law  or  in  equity,  that  one  is  to  be  preferred  which  is  the 
most  direct^  consistent  and  comprehensive ;  andj  in  this  respect, 
the  rule  of  equity  is  less  technical  and  is  preferable  to  the  rule 
at  law.  QHnTieU  v.  Buchanan^  1  Daly,  638  (647).  But  while  prin- 
cipal or  agent  may  either  of  them  maintain  an  action,  they  can- 
not both  sue  at  th«  same  time.    2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  267. 

Section  2.  Foreign  goyernments. 

a.  WTien  a  foreign  government  may  he  plaintiff.  The  right  of 
a  foreign  government  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  England  was  once 
a  matter  of  serious  doubt,  but  has  since  been  recognized  by  the 
highest  courts  in  the  land.  Barclay  y.  Mussell^  3  Ves.  431 ; 
Nabob  of  the  Carnxitio  v.  JSast  India  Co.,  1  id.  371 ;  HvZlett  v. 
KiTig  of  Spain,  2  Bligh,  N.  S.  31 ;  S.  C,  1  Dow  and  Clark,  169 ; 
1  Clark  &  Fin.  333 ;  King  of  Spain  v.  Machxido,  4  Russell,  226. 
So  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  foreign  States  are 
expressly  authorized  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Const.  U.  S.,  art.  3,  §  2. 

The  right  of  a  foreign  government  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  this 
State  has  been  authoritatively  settled  by  the  State  courts,  and 
was  held  to  be  so  plainly  a  right  that  a  denial  of  it  might  be 
deemed  a  just  cause  of  war.  JRepublic  of  Meodco  v.  Arangoiz, 
5  Duer,  634 ;  11  How.  676 ;  affirming  S.  C,  id.  1.  The  only 
limit  or  condition  to  the  exercise  of  this  right  is  that  the  govern- 
ment seeking  relief  through  the  courts  of  this  State  shall  be  one 
whose  independence  and  sovereignty  as  such  are  acknowledged 
by  the  federal  government,  and  that  the  two  governments  shall 
be  at  peace  with  each  other.  lb.  And  see  City  of  BerTie  in 
Switzerland  v.  Bank  of  Bngland,  9  Ves.  347 ;  Bolder  v.  Bank 
of  Bnglandy  10  id.  353 ;  Bolder  v.  Lord  Huntingjield,  11  id. 
283. 

Seetlon  3.  States. 

a.  When  a  State  may  he  plaintiff  in  the  courts  of  another 
State.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  permits  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  to  appear  as  plaintiff  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  either  against  another  State  or  against  a  cit- 
izen thereof.    Const.  U.  S.  art.  3,  §  2.    But  the  jurisdiction  of 
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the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  of  a  suit  brought  by  a 
State  against  the  citizen  of  another  State,  is  not  exclusive  but 
concurrent  with  that  exercised  by  a  State  court ;  and  it  is  well 
settled  that  the  several  States  of  the  Union  may  sue  in  their 
respective  corporate  names  in  the  courts  of  this  State.  Delafield 
V.  State  of  Illinois,  2'  Hill,  169 ;  S.  C,  8  Paige,  527 ;  TeaU  v.  Fel- 
toil,  1  N.  T.  (1  Comst.)  637;  S.  C.  affirmed,  12  How.  (U.  S.)  284, 
And  see  Hines^Y,  State  qf  North  Carolina,  10  Smedes  &  Marsh, 
629.  It  is  questionable  whether  the  federal  courts  have  any 
jurisdiction  of  suits  prosecuted  by  a  State,  except  where  the 
parties  on  both  sides  are  States.  Detafidd  v.  Staie  of  lUinois, 
2  Hill,  159. 

&.  When  a  State  may  he  plaintiff  in  its  own  courts.  The 
right  of  a  State  to  sue  in  its  own  courts,  for  the  protection  of  a 
right  or  the  redress  or  prevention  of  a  wrong,  is  substantially  the 
same  as  is  given  to  individuals  in  similar  cases.  Actions  brought 
by  the  State  are  in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  are  prosecuted 
by  the  attorney-general  in  the  same  manner  as  in  actions  by 
private  citizens,  except  when  some  special  statute  changes  the 
rule.    See  1  R.  S.  179, 180 ;  2  id.  663,  §§  13,  14 ;  id.  619,  §  38. 

Section  4.  Counties. 

a.  How  counties  may  sue.  The  Revised  Statutes  provide  that 
counties  of  the  State  must  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  name  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  except  where  county  officers  shall  be 
authorized  by  law  to  sue  in  their  name  of  office  for  the  benefit 
of  the  county.  1  R.  S.  384 ;  HiU  v.  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Livingston  county,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  62  (63) ;  Brady  v.  Super- 
visors of  New  YorTc,  2  Sandf.  460.  See  §  7,  posL  See,  also, 
§  6,  post 

Section  5.  Towns. 

a.  How  a  town  may  sue.  Whenever  any  controversy  or  cause 
of  action  shall  exist  between  any  towns  of  this  State,  or  between 
any  town  and  an  individual  or  corporation,  such  proceedings 
sl^all  be  had  either  at  law  or  in  equity  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
and  finally  settling  such  controversy,  and  the  same  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  like  manner  and  with  like  effect  as  in  other  suits  or 
proceedings  of  a  similar  kind  between  individuals  and  corpora- 
tions. 1  R.  S.  356.  These  provisions  of  the  statute  are  substan- 
tially the  same  as  those  in  relation  to  counties.  1  R.  S.  384.  In 
all  such  suits  and  proceedings  the  town  shall  sue  and  be  sued  by 
its  name,  except  where  town  officers  shall  be  authorized  by  law 
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to  sue  in  their  name  of  oflSice  for  the  benefit  of*  the  town.  1  B. 
8.357. 

A  town  ma^  maintain  an  action  to  restrain  the  negotiation  of 
bonds,  issued  in  the  name  of  the  town,  by  a  person  assuming  to 
act  as  its  commissioner,  in  payment  of  subscriptions  to  the  stock 
of  a  railroad  company,  when  such  person  is  not  legally  author- 
ized to  act  in  the  matter.  Tovm  of  Ihuznesburgh  v.  Jenkins j  46 
Barb.  294  ;  40  id.  674.  See  HcmlaTid  v.  Eldredge,  43  N.  Y.  (4 
Hand)  467. 

Bat  a  town  cannot  maintain  an  action,  in  its  corporate  character, 
to  set  aside  a  contract  mode  between  its  supervisor  and  commis- 
sioners of  highways,  and  a  plankroad  company,  as  to  the  use  of 
a  public  highway.  Town  of  Oalen  v.  Clyde  &  Rose  Plankroad 
.  Co^  27  Barb.  643.  Nor  can  it  maintain  an  action  against  a  com- 
missioner of  highways  who  has  received  and  paid  over  to  tax 
payers  such  moneys  as  were  illegally  taxed,  and  collected  of  them 
by  the  town  collector.     Cktilor  v.  Herrick^  42  Barb.  79. 

Section  6.  Corporations. 

a.  Generally  speaking,  all  corporations  incorporated  by  or 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  may  sue  and  be 
sued  by  their  corporate  name,  in  the  same  manner  as  natural 
persons.  There  must,  however,  be  an  exception  made  to  the 
general  application  of  the  rule,  in  the  case  of  municipal  corpo- 
rations. The  manner  in  which  States,  counties  and  towns  may 
sue  has  been  briefly  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  sections.  The 
manner  in  which  cities  and  villages  may  sue  or  be  sued  is  gener- 
ally specified  in  the  charter  or  act  under  which  they  are  incor-: 
porated.  In  the  absence  of  any  statutory  provisions  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  suits  must  be  brought  in  such  cases,  the  action 
should  be  commenced  by  the  corporation  in  its  corporate  name. 
See  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  291,  title  1,  §  17. 

6.  Foreign  corporaiions.  A  foreign  corporation,  created  by 
the  laws  of  any  other  State  or  country,  may  prosecute  in  the 
courts  of  this  State  in  the  same  manner  as  domestic  corporartions, 
upon  giving  security  for  the  payment  of  the  coste  of  the  suit 
2  R.  S.  457  (477).  Lombard  Bank  v.  Thcyrp,  6  Cow.  46 ;  Western 
Bajik  V.  City  Bank  of  Columbus^  7  How.  238 ;  Mutual  Benefit 
Ufe  Insurance  Co.  v.  Davis ^  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  669 ;  Persse  & 
Brooks  Paper  Works  v.  Willet,  14  Abb.  119.  But  it  is  further 
provided,  that  a  foreign  corporation  shall  not  be  authorized  to 
maintain  any  action,  founded  upon  any  act  forbidden  to  be  done 
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by  any  corporation  or  association  of  individuals,  without  express 
authority  of  law,  2  R.  S.  458.  A  foreign  corporation  should 
sue  in  its  corporate  name.  Silver  Lake  Bank  v.  Norths  4  Johns. 
Ch.  370. 

But  an  agent  of  a  foreign  corporation  may  maintain  an  action . 
in  his  own  name,  on  contracts  purporting  on  their  face  to  be 
made  with  him  as  the  executive  agent  of  such  corporation. 
Considerant  v.  Brisbane^  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  389.  And  any 
agent  authorized  by  a  foreign  corporation  to  bring  an  action  in 
its  behalf,  may  bring  such  action  in  his  own  name.  Myers  v. 
Machado^  14  How.  149 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  178.  It  is  only  upon 
giving  security  for  the  payment  of  costs,  that  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion is  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  in  the  courts  of  this  State,  that 
are  extended  by  statute  to  domestic  corporations.  2  R.  S.  467 
(477).  But  the  filing  of  such  security  is  not  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  the  right  to  sue  ;  and  a  failure  to  file  this  security  before 
the  commencement  of  the  action  will  not  affect  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court.  It  is  an  irregularity,  merely,  that  will  entitie  the 
defendant  to  have  the  suit  dismissed  on  prompt  application  to 
the  court.  But,  if  the  objection  is  not  raised  before  judgment, 
the  irregularity  will  be  deemed  waived.  Persse  &  Brooks  Paper 
Works  V.  WiUet,  14  Abb.  119  ;  Merchants'  Bank  v.  Mills,  3  E. 

D.  Smith,  210 ;  Hartford  Quarry  Co.  v.  Pendleton,  4  Abb.  460. 
The  defect  may  also  be  cured  by  filing  the  proper  undertaking, 
after  notice  of  motion  to  set  aside  the  plaintiff's  proceedings 
upon  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  motion.  Barik  of  Michigan  v. 
Jessup,  19  Wend.  10. 

The  undertaking  may  be  in  the  following  form : 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.  and  C.  D., 
(  ),  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto 

E.  F.,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred,  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  ipsAdL 
to  the  said  E.  F.,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  for 
which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  we  jointly  and  sever- 
ally bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 
firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  Iseals,  and  dated  the        day  of  ,  187  . 

Whekeas,  the  (  ),  a  foreign  corporation, 

created  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  (        ^  ),  is  about  to 

commence  an  action  in  the  (  )  court,  against  E.  P.,  for 

the  recovery  of  {give  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  action). 
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Thb  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that,  if  the  said 
(  ),  or  their  successors,  shall,  on  demand, 

pay  to  the  said  E.  F.,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
all  such  costs  as  may  be  awarded  to  the  said  E.  F. ,  in  such 
action,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  otherwise,  to  remain  in 
foil  force. 

{SiffTiatures  and  seals.) 
Sealed  and  delivered, ) 

in  the  presence  of    ) 

{Subscrihing  witnesses.) 

{Ackrumledgment  or  proof. ) 

The  justification  of  sureties,  in  a  bond  of  security  for  costs,  is 
imnecessary  unless  they  are  excepted  to.  Washburne  v.  Langley^ 
16  Abb.  269. 

c.  Domestic  corporations.  It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  corpora- 
tion must  sue  in  its  own  name  in  the  same  cases  in  which  a  sim- 
ilar action  could  be  maintained  by  an  individual.  In  this  respect 
the  law  makes  no  distinction  between  natural  and  artificial 
beings.  Thus  actions  by  a  religious  society,  incorporated  under 
the  general  statute,  must  be  brought  in  its  corporate  name,  and 
not  in  the  name  of  its  trustees.  People  v.  FuUon^  11  N.  Y.  (1 
Kern.)  94 ;  Bundy  v.  BirdsaM^  29  Barb.  31 ;  LowerUJiaUY.  Wise- 
man^ 56  id.  490.  And  where  an  action  is  properly  commenced 
by  a  corporation  in  its  corporate  name,  it  will  not  abate,  but  may 
be  continued  in  the  same  name  after  the  dissolution  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  without  a  special  application  to  the  court.  New 
York  MarbUd  Iron  WorJcs  v.  Smithy  4  Duer,  362 ;  Nimmons  v. 
Tappan,  2  Sweeny,  662.  But  an  individual  banker,  carrying  on 
business  under  the  general  banking  law,  should  not  sue  as  a 
corporation,  although  he  may  transact  business  under  a  corpor- 
ate name.  Codd  v.  Rathbone,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  87 ;  Bank  of 
Havana  v.  Magee^  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  355.  Such  action  should 
be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  individual,  although  a  failure  to 
do  so  will  be  but  a  formal  error.  lb. 

Section  7.  Associations. 

a.  In  general.  It  is  provided  by  statute  that  any  joint-stock 
company  or  association,  consisting  of  seven  or  more  sharehold- 
ers, or  associates,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  in  the  name  of  the  pres- 
ident or  treasui:er  for  the  time  being  cff  such  joint-stock  company 
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or  association.  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  258.  This  provision  of  the 
statute  was  extended  by  a  subsequent  enactment  to  any  com- 
pany or  association  composed  of  not  less  than  seven  persons, 
who  are  owners  of,  or  have  an  interest  in,  any  property,  right  of 
action  or  demand,  jointly  or  in  common,  or  who  may  be  liable 
to  any  action  on  account  of  such  ownership  or  interest.  Laws 
of  1851,  ch.  465 ;  TihbeUs  v.  Blood,  21  Barb.  650 ;  Be  Witt  v. 
Chandter,  11  Abb.  459 ;  BridenJbecker  v.  Hoard,  32  How.  289 ; 
Heath  v.  Presid&rd  of  Gold  Exchange,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  251 ;  S.  C, 
38  How.  168.  See  Austin  v.  Searing,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  112. 
But  these  provisions  of  the  statutes  do  not  extend  to  fire 
companies  so  as  to  authorize  them  to  sue  in  the  name  of  their 
foreman.  Masterson  v.  Botts,  4  Abb.  130.  Neither  are  they 
applicable  to  corporations  generally.  New  York  Marbled  Iron 
Works  V.  Smith,  4  Duer,  362.  But  an  association  formed  under 
the  general  banking  law,  although  a  qv/isi  corporation,  may 
maintain  an  action  either  in  the  name  of  its  president,  or  in  the 
name  used  in  transacting  its  business.  East  River  Bank  v. 
Judah,  10  How.  135  ;  Leonardsville  BavJc  v.  WiUard,  25  N.  T. 
(11  Smith)  574;  affirming  S.  C,  16  Abb.  Ill;  People  v.  Olrn- 
stead,  45  Barb.  644  (647).  A  familiar  illustration  of  the  general 
character  of  an  association  entitled  to  sue  under  the  statute  may 
be  found  in  the  case  of  BrideTibecker  v.  Hoard,  32  How.  289. 

Section  8.  Persons  authorized  by  statute  to  sue. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  excepts,  from  the  general  provision 
that  every  action  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  real  party 
in  interest,  actions  brought  by  persons  expressly  authorized  by 
statute  to  sue.  Code,  §  113.  This  exception  includes  actions 
brought  by  the  supervisors  of  a  county ;  by  the  loan  officers  and 
commissioners  of  loans  of  a  county ;  by  superintendents  of  the 
poor ;  by  supervisors  of  towns ;  by  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
several  towns ;  by  commissioners  of  common  schools  and  com- 
missioners of  highways  of  the  several  towns ;  by  trustees  of 
school  districts ;  and  by  trustees  of  gospel  and  school  lots ;  upon 
any  contract  lawfully  made  with  them  or  their  predecessors 
in  their  official  character ;  to  enforce  any  liability,  or  any  duty 
enjoined  by  law,  to  such  officers  or  the  body  which  they  repre- 
sent ;  to  recover  any  penalties  or  forfeitures  given  to  such  officers 
or  bodies  whom  they  represent ;  and  to  recover  damages  for  any 
injuries  done  to  the  property  or  rights  of  such  officers,  or  the 
bodies  represented  by  them:    2  R.  S.  473,  §  92. 


PARTIES  TO  ACTIONS.  103 

■ i — 

Penons  authorized  by  statute  to  sue  —  Public  officers. 

The  contracts,  upon  which  such  officers  are  authorized  to  sue, 
are  not  contracts  made  by  these  officers  in  behalf  of  their  towns, 
but  tDith  them,  or,  in  other  words,  in  their  names.  The  statute 
above  cited  intended  to  provide  for  cases  where  these  officers,  in 
the  performance  of  their  appropriate  official  duties,  should  take 
from  others  contracts  running  in  terms  to  such  officers  by  their 
names  of  office.  Palmer  v.  JP^ort  Plain  and  Cooperstovm  Plank 
Road  Co.,  11  N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  376. 

6.  Actions  by  public  officers.  The  actions  which  are  provided 
for  in  the  statute  last  cited  may  be  brought  by  the  officers  in 
their  own  names,  with  the  addition  of  the  names  of  their  respec- 
tive offices,  notwithstanding  the  contract  or  obligation  on  which 
the  same  are  founded  may  have  been  made  with  or  to  any  pre- 
decessor of  such'  officers  in  their  individual  names  or  otherwise, 
and  notwithstanding  any  right  of  action  may  have  accrued  pre- 
vious to  the  time  when  the  officers  commencing  such  suit  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  their  office.  2  R.  S.  473,  §  93 ;  OovM  v.  Glass, 
19  Barb,  179 ;  F(mler  v.  WesteroeU,  40  id.  374 ;  S.  C,  17  Abb.  59 ; 
Smith  V,  Zevinris,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  472.  Thus  suits  may  be 
brought  by  commissioners  of  highways  in  the  names  of  A.,  B.,  C, 
etc.,  Commissioners  of  Highways  {Commissioners  of  Highways 
of  CarUandmUe  v.  Peck,  6  Hill,  216) ;  or,  a  school  district  may 
sue  in  the  names  of  the  persons  comprising  the  board  of  trustees, 

adding  thereto  the  words,  "Trustees  of  District  Number '' 

( Winchester  v.  McKee,  4  Alb.  L.  J.  138) ;  but  it  is  advisable  to 
prefix  the  word  as  to  the  name  of  the  office  in  order  to  show 
that  the  claim  is  made  by  the  officer  and  not  by  the  individual. 
See  OouJd  v.  Olass,  19  Barb.  179 ;  Smith  v.  Lemnus,  8  N,  Y. 
(4  SeldO  472. 

In  an  attachment  suit,  where  property  or  money  has  been 
fraudulently  transferred  by  a  debtor,  to  a  third  person,  for  the 
purpose  of  hindering,  delaying  or  defrauding  the  creditors  of  such 
debtor,  a  sheriff  having  an  attachment  against  the  debtor  may 
levy  upon  the  property  transferred  and  cohtest  the  right  of  the 
person  in  possession,  and  prove  the  transfer  fhiudulent.  Rinchey 
V.  Stryker,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  46  ;  Lanning  v.  Streeter,  67  Barb. 
33  (44).  The  sheriff  may  bring  this  action  in  his  own  name. 
Independent  of  any  express  authority  conferred  by  statute,  when 
any  public  office  is  instituted  by  the  legislature,  an  implied 
authority  is  conferred  on  the  officer  to  bring  all  suits  as  incident 
to  his  office  which  the  proper  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  office 
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require.  Overseers  of  PUtstown  v.  Overseers  of  PlattshurgJi^  18 
Johns.  406  (418) ;  Clarissy  v.  Metropolitan  Mre  Departinent^  7 
Abb.  N.  S.  352 ;  S.  C,  1  Sweeny,  224 ;  People  v.  Supervisors  of 
N.  r.,  32  N.  Y.  (5  Tiff.)  473  (477) ;  Duntz  v.  Duntz,  44  Barb.  459. 

c.  In  actio7is  for  penalties.  Actions  for  penalties  under  the 
act  to  suppress  intemperance  and  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  should  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  excise,  and  not  in  the  names  of  the  persons 
composing  the  board.  Laws  of  1857,  ch.  628,  §  22 ;  Pomroy  v. 
Sperry^  16  How.  211 ;  Board  of  Excise  v.  Doherty^  id.  46.  But 
if  the  action  is  brought  according  to  the  general  rule  governing 
actions  brought  by  public  officers,  and  the  names  of  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  board  are  given,  with  the  name  of  their 
office  annexed,  the  action  will  be  sufficiently  brought  in  the 
name  of  the  board  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  section  22 
of  that  act.    Hait  v.  Benson^  18  How.  302. 

Actions  for  penalties  under  the  act  to  re-organize  the  wardens' 
office  of  the  port  of  New  York,  should  be  brought  in  the  name 
and  title  of  the  port  wardens  of  the  port  of  New  York.  Laws 
of  1857,  ch.  405,  §  6. 

Actions  for  penalties  under  the  harbor  masters'  act  of  1860 
must  be  prosecuted  under  the  name  of  the  captain  of  the  port. 
Laws  of  1860,  ch.  436.  Actions  for  penalties  under  the  pilotage 
laws  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers of  pilots.  Laws  of  1857,  ch.  671,  §  18,  as  amended  by  Laws  of 
1858,  ch.  226. 

Where  a  statute  grants  a  pecuniary  penalty  or  forfeiture  to  a 
party  aggrieved  by  the  act  or  omission  of  another,  and  fisiils,  in 
terms,  to  provide  in  whose  name  the  action  for  its  recovery 
should  be  brought,  the  party  injured  or  aggriefied  may  bring  the 
action  in  his  own  name.  TTiompsoa  v.  Howe^  46  Barb.  287 
(289) ;  Cordey  v.  Palmer,  2  N.  Y.  (2  Comst.)  182 ;  affirming  S.  0., 
4  Denio,  374 ;  Boyce  v.  Higgins,  14  C.  B.  1 ;  Hollis  v.  MarshaUj 
2  Hurlst.  &  Norm.  758.     See  2  R.  S.  480  (502),  Edm.  ed. 

Section  9.    Persons  in  a  representative  character. 

a.  Executors  and  administrators.  The  right  of  executors 
and  administrators  to  sue  in  their  own  names,  without  joining 
with  them  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  prosecuted, 
is  given  by  section  113  of  the  Code.  The  person  thus  vested  with 
a  representative  character  may  sue  either  in  his  own  name,  or  as 
executor  upon  a  note  given  to  him  as  executor,  for  a  debt  due 
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to  his  testator  or  to  the  estate.  Merritt  v.  Seaman^  6  N.  Y. 
(2  Seld.)  168 ;  Mowry  v.  Adams ^  14  Mass.  327 ;  Talmage  v.  Chapel^ 
16  id.  73 ;  BiddZe  v.  WHMtis,  1  Pet.  692 ;  Bright  v.  Currie, 
5  Sandf-  433 ;  S.  C,  10  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  104.  But,  although  the 
executor  may  elect  in  what  capacity  he  will  sue,  an  action 
brought  by  him,  in  his  individual  capacity,  is,  in  general,  most 
appropriate.  lb.     See  Orinnell  v.  Buchanan^  1  Daly,  538. 

ft.  Trustees  of  an  eocpress  trust  Another  important  e^cception 
to  the  general  rule  of  the  Code,  that  all  actions  must  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  name  of  the  real  party  in  interest,  is  in  relation  to 
actions  brought  by  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust.  The  actions 
embraced  in  this  classification  include  actions  by  receivers,  exec- 
utors, administrators,  committees  of  lunatics,  etc.,  which,  for 
convenience,  will  be  treated  separately.  The  Code  provides 
that  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust  shall  be  construed  to  include  a 
person  with  whom,  or  in  whose  name,  a  contract  is  made  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  and  that  such  trustee  may  sue  without  join- 
ing with  him  the  person  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  prose- 
cuted. Code,  §  113.  Thus  an  auctioneer,  who,  in  his  own  name, 
sells  goods  for  a  third  person,  is  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust, 
and  may  sue  in  his  own  name  to  recover  the  price  of  the  goods 
sold,  or  the  damages  resulting  from  the  non-performance  of  the 
contract  entered  into  by  the  vendee.  Bogarty.  O  Regan^  1  E.  D. 
Smith,  590 ;  Mmturn  v.  Main^  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  220 ;  Browji  v. 
Cherry,  38  How.  362  (359) ;  S.  C,  66  Barb.  635.  So  where  a 
bond  is  given  to  "the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York"  for 
the  benefit  of  others,  an  action  may  be  maintained  upon  it  by 
the  people  as  trustees  of  an  express  trust.  People  v.  Norton^ 
9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  176.  And,  it  is  a  general  rule,  that  a  suit  to 
enforce  a  trust  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  trustee,  or  the 
cestui  que  trust.  As  against  a  third  person,  a  trustee  is  the 
proper  party  to  bring  the  action.  As  against  the  trustee,  the 
suit  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  cestui  que  trust.  New  York 
Female  Association  v.  Beekman,  21  Barb,  565. 

c.  Receivers,  committees  of  lunatics,  etc.  Receivers  and  com- 
mittees of  lunatics  and  habitual  drunkards,  appointed  by  any 
order  or  decree  of  the  supreme  court,  may  sue  in  their  own 
names  for  any  debt,  claim  or  demand  transferred  to  them,  or  to 
the  possession  and  control  of  which  they  are  entitled  as  such 
receiver  or  committee.  3  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  135,  §  11 ;  Laws  of  1845, 
ch.  112,  §  2 ;  Davis  v.  Carpenter,  12  How.  287 ;  PeTS(m  v.  War- 
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reTi,  14  Barb.  488.  In  their  oflSicial  capacity  they  act  as  trustees 
of  an  express  trust,  and  come  within  the  exception  of  section  113 
of  the  Code*  lb.  See  Thomas  v.  Bennett,  56  Barb.  197  (201). 
But,  this  exceptional  right  to  sue  in  the  place  of  the  real  party 
in  interest  does  not  extend  to  receivers  appointed  by  the  ^ourte 
of  another  State  or  country.  No  case  can  be  found  in  which  a 
receiver  has  been  permitted  to  sue  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  for 
the  property  of  a  debtor.  Booth  v.  Clark,  17  How.  (U.  S.)  322. 
And  the  right  of  a  foreign  receiver  to  sue  in  his  own  name  in  the 
courts  of  this  State  has  been  authoritatively  denied.  Hope 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Taylor,  2  Rob.  278.  But,  although 
a  foreign  receiver  cannot  sue  in  the  courts  of  this  State  as  a 
matter  of  rigM,  the  privilege  has  never  been  denied  except 
where  his  claim  came  in  conflict  with  the  rights  of  creditors  in 
this  State.  But  the  courts  will  not  sustain  the  lien  of  foreign 
assignees  and  receivers,  in  opposition  to  a  lien  created  by  attach- 
ment under  the  laws  of  this  State ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  courts 
will  decline  to  extend  their  wonted  courtesy  so  far  as  to  work 
detriment  to  citizens  who  have  been  induced  to  give  credit  to 
the  foreign  insolvent.  RunJc  v.  St.  John,  29  Barb.  686.  See 
Lombard  BanJc  v.  TTiorp,  6  Cow.  46 ;  Hoyt  v.  Thompson,  6  N. 
Y.  (1  Seld.)  320.  It  will  be  proper,  however,  to  commence  an 
action  in  the  name  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  instead  of  in  the  name 
of  1;^e  trustee  in  cases  where  there  may  be  a  conflict  between  the 
rights  of  the  creditors  in  this  State  and  the  claims  of  those 
represented  by  the  foreign  receiver.  See  Hope  MvJtucCL  IJfe 
Insurance  Co.  v.  Taylor,  2  Rob.  278. 
Section  10.  Persons  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. ' 
a.  Non-residents.  The  fact  that  a  person,  having  a  claim 
against  a  citizen  of  this  State,  is  a  non-resident,  does  not  affect 
his  right  of  action  thereon  when  the  claim  accrues  to  him  in  his 
individual  capacity.  The  only  distinction  made  in  this  State,  as 
to  the  relative  rights  of  residents  and  non-residents  to  maintain 
an  action  in  any  court,  is  in  relation  to  security  for  costs,  such 
security  being  required  when  the  action  is  brought  by  one  against 
whom  the  court  could  not  enforce  a  judgment  in  case  he  should 
fail  to  establish  his  right  to  recover.  President,  etc.,  of  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  v.  HtUland  <fe  Washington  H.  R.  Co.,  10  How.  1 ; 
Persse  and  Brooks  Paper  Works  v.  WiUet,  14  Abb.  119 ;  Tyrone 
and  Lock  Haven  H.  It.  Co.  v.  Schenck,  18  How.  275.  This  distinc- 
tion extends  to  plaintiffs  residing  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
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courts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  to  plaintiffs  residing  in 
another  State.  Thus  a  plaintiff  residing  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  but  within  the  lim- 
its of  this  State,  may  be  required,  on  commencing  an  action  in 
that  court,  to  give  security  for  the  costs  of  the  action.  BoUon  v. 
Taylor,  3  Rob.  647 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  38S ;  Gwrdner  v.  KeUy,  2  Sandf. 
832 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  120 ;  Hicks  v.  Pay  sari,  7  Abb.  326.  But 
this  distinction  does  not  extend  beyond  this  requirement.  The 
rights  of  aliens  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  this  State  may  be  found 
stated  in  the  following  article. 

ARTICLE  11. 

WHO  MAT  NOT  SUE. 

Section  1.  Aliens. 

a.  In  general.  By  the  old  law  of  England  no  alien,  whether 
friend  or  enemy,  could  sue  in  the  English  courts.  The  necessities 
of  trade,  however,  gradually  caused  this  restriction  to  be  re- 
garded with  disfavor,  and  the  former  restrictions  were  removed 
80  far  as  to  allow  aliens  to  sue  for  a  personal  demand.  There 
was,  however,  a  clear  distinction  made  between  the  rights  of 
alien  Mends  and  alien  enemies.  Alien  enemies  were  never 
granted  the  right  to  sue  on  demands  accruing  to  them  in  their 
own  right.  Brandon  v.  Nesbitt,  6  Term.  23 ;  McConnell  v. 
Hector,  3  Bos.  &  Pul.  113 ;  Co.  Litt.  129,  b  ;  Spareriburgh  v.  Ban- 
narUyne,  1  Bos.  &  PuL  163.  This  rule  has  been  substantially 
adopted  in  this  country.  The  mere  circumstance  of  residing  in 
a  foreign  country  which  is  at  war  with  this  country,  and  of  car- 
rying on  trade  there,  is  sufficient  to  constitute  one  an  alien 
enemy  who  would  not  otherwise  be  so  considered.  Thus  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States,  residing  in  the  enemy's  country,  is  as 
clearly  an  alien  enemy,  in  respect  to  his  capacity  to  sue,  as  one 
bom  and  residing  within  the  territory  of  a  hostile  nation., 
AlbrecJU  v.  Sussman,  2  Ves.  &  B.  323 ;  McOonneU  v.  Hector,  3 
Bos.  &  Pul.  113  ;  BagUhole,  Ex  parte,  18  Ves.  526 ;  Arrwld  v. 
United  Ins.  Oo.,  1  Johns.  Cas.  363.  But  aliens  who  are  resi- 
dents of  the  United  States  at  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  with  their 
native  country,  or  who  come  to  reside  in  this  country  by  a  pre- 
Bumed  permission,  after  a  declaration  of  war,  may  sue  and  be 
sued  as  in  time  of  peace.    Clarke  v.  Morey,  10  Johns.  69.    A 
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state  of  actual  war  may  exist  without  a  formal  declaration  of  it 
by  either  party,  and  this  is  true  both  of  a  civil  and  a  foreign 
war.  A  civil  war  exists  whenever  the  course  of  justice  is  inter- 
rupted by  revolt,  rebellion  or  insurrection,  so  that  the  courts 
cannot  be  kept  open.  Bijoinnerton  v.  Columbia  Ins.  Co.j  37  N. 
T.  (10  TiflF.)  174,  178  ;  Robinson  v.  InternMional  Life  Ass.  Co.y 
42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  64,  61.  The  obligation  of  observing  the  com- 
mon laws  of  war  exists  wherever  a  civil  war  exists,  as  well  as 
where  two  recognized  nationalities  are  at  war  with  each  other, 
and  a  resident  of  a  State  in  rebellion  against  the  general  govern- 
ment is  subject  to  the  same  disabilities  and  liabilities  as  an  alien 
enemy.  Thus,  any  individual  who  voluntarily  remained  in  the 
confederate  States  after  the  civil  war  had  commenced,  became 
incapable  of  prosecuting  an  action  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
Sanderson  v.  Morgan,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiff.)  231 ;  affirming  25  How. 
144 ;  Bonneau  v.  I>insmore,  23  id.  397. 

h.  In  real  actions.  By  the  rule  of  the  old  law  of  England,  an 
alien  friend  might  maintain  personal  actions,  but  could  not  main* 
tain  real  or  mixed  actions.  Co.  Litt.  129,  b.  Under  the  law  as 
it  then  existed,  no  alien  except  a  merchant,  could  have  land  at 
all,  and  he  was  restricted  to  a  house,  for  the  law  gave  him  the 
privilege  of  a  habitation  only  as  necessary  to  trade.  Much  of 
the  rigor  of  the  common  law  has  been  abated,  and  under  the 
laws  of  this  State  an  alien  may  hold  land  conveyed  to  him  as 
against  every  one  but  the  State,  and  until  office  found,  can 
maintain  actions  for  its  recovery.  Bradstreet  v.  Supervisors  of 
Oneida  Co.,  13  Wend.  646;  Ford  v.  Harrington,  16  N.  Y.  (2 
Smith)  286  (294).    See  Ooering  v.  Russell,  32  Barb.  263,  265. 

Section  2.  Convicts.  A  sentence  of  imprisonment  in  a  State 
prison,  for  any  term  less  than  for  life,  suspends  all  the  civil  rights 
of  the  person  so  sentenced,  and  forfeits  all  public  offices  and  all 
private  trusts,  authority  or  power  during  the  term  of  such  impris- 
onment. 2  R.  S.  701.  This  of  course  deprives  the  person  so 
^convicted  of  all  right  to  commence  or  to  maintain  an  action  in 
his  own  right  in  the  courts  of  this  State.  See  Miller  v.  FinJcle, 
1  Park.  Cr.  374. 

Section  3.  Foreign  executors.  It  is  well  settied  that  a  party 
cannot  sue  or  defend  in  the  courts  of  this  State,  as  executor  or 
administrator  under  the  authority  of  a  foreign  court.  Letters  of 
administration  are  valid  only  within  the  State  where  they  are 
granted,  and  before  the  courts  of  this  State  can  recognize  the 
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personal  representative  of  a  deceased  non-resident,  he  must  be 
clothed  with  authority  derived  from  the  laws  of  this  State.  Doo- 
lUUe  V.  Lefwisy  7  Johns.  Ch.  45  ;  Parsons  v.  Lyman^  20  N.  Y.  (6 
Smith)  103 ;  Vroom  v.  Van  Horne^  10  Paige,  649 ;  Morrell  v. 
Dickey^  1  Johns.  Ch.  153.  But  although  a  foreign  executor  can- 
not sue,  as  such,  in  the  State  courts,  the  disability  does  not  ex- 
tend to  his  assignee,  who  may  sue  in  his  own  name.  The  disa- 
bility does  not  attach  to  the  subject  of  the  action,  but  to  the 
person  of  the  plaintiff.  Petersen  v.  Chemical  Bank^  32  JST.  Y. 
(6  Tiff.)  21  ;  S.  C,  29  How.  240 ;  Middlehrook  v.  Merchants' Bank, 
3  Keyes,  136. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

WHO  MAT  NOT  SUE  ALONE. 

Section  1.  Infants. 

a.  How  infants  must  sue.  Under  the  former  practice  an 
infent  plaintiff  could  only  sue  by  a  next  friend,  while  an  infant 
defendant  appeared  by  guardian.  Under  the  Code  the  rule  is 
changed,  and  an  infant  party,  whether  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
must  appear  by  a  guardian  specially  appointed  for  the  purposes 
of  the  action.  Code,  §  116  ;  HoftaUing  v.  Teal,  11  How.  188  ; 
Freyberg  v.  Pderin,  24  id.  202.  There  is,  however,  one  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule.  Where  an  infant  wife  joins  with  her 
husband  as  plaintiff  in  an  action  in  which  her  separate  estate  is 
not  concerned,  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  is  unnec- 
essary. Cook  V.  Rawdon,  6  How.  233 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  382. 
The  effect  of  a  disregard  of  this  rule  is  to  entitle  the  defendant  to 
move  to  set  aside  the  summons  and  complaint  for  irregularity. 
EqftaUing  v.  Teal,  11  How.  188 ;  Freyherg  v.  Pelerin,  24  id. 
202.  But  although  an  action  may  not  be  commenced  or  prose- 
cuted before  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem,  there  are 
certain  statutory  proceedings  that  may  be  instituted  by  the 
natural  guardian  of  an  infant.  Thus,  a  petition  for  the  sale  of . 
an  infant's  real  estate  may  be  presented  by  the  infant's  natural 
guardian,  as  the  mother  or  uncle.  Matter  of  Whitlock,  32  Barb. 
48;  S.  C,  19  How.  380 ;  10  Abb.  316 ;  CfReilly  v.  King,  2  Rob. 
587 ;  S.  C,  28  How.  408. 

Although  an.  infant  may  not  sue  without  a  guardian,  it  does 
not  follow  that  the  general  guardian  may  not  sue  alone.  On 
the  contrary,  a  general  guardian,  appointed  by  a  surrogate, 
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stands  in  the  position  of  a  trustee  of  an  express  trust,  and  may 
maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name,  as  such  guardian,  to  recover 
a  debt  due  to  his  wards.  Thomas  v.  Bennett^  66  Barb.  197. 
See  White  v.  Parker^  8  id.  62. 

Section  2.  Idiots^  lunatics^  etc. 

a.  How  an  idiotj  lunaiic  or  habitual  d/nmkard  may  sue.  Any 
person  judicially  declared  an  idiot,  lunatic  or  habitual  drunkard 
cannot  sue  alone.  The  action  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of 
the  idiot,  lunatic  or  drunkard,  by  the  committer  having  control 
of  his  estate ;  or  such  committee  must  maintain  the  action  in  his 
own  name,  as  trustee  of  an  express  trust.  Orippen  v.  Culver j 
13  Barb.  424,  429 ;  Davis  v.  Oarperder,  12  How.  287.  It  was  the 
rule,  before  the  Code,  that  the  action  must  be  maintained  by  the 
lunatic  in  his  own  name,  in  all  cases  not  expressly  provided  for 
in  the  act  of  1846.  McKillip  v.  McKillip^  8  Barb.  662 ;  Laws 
of  1845,  ch.  112,  §  2.  This  rule  has  no  existence  since  the  Code. 
Person  v.  Warren^  14  Barb.  488 ;  Thorods  v.  Bennett^  66  id. 
197,  201.    See  ch.  1,  §  9,  c,  arde,  106. 

Section  3.  Married  women. 

a.  When  a  married  woman  mmf  not  sue  alorie.  In  every  action 
in  which  a  married  woman  is  a  party  plaintiflT,  her  husband  must 
be  joined  with  her,  except  when  the  action  concerns  her  separate 
estate,  or  is  one  between  herself  and  husband.  Code,  §  114. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
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Section  1.  What  interest  will  authorize  a  joinder  of. 

a.  Plaintiffs.  It  was  the  old  rule  in  equity  that  all  persons 
materially  interested  in  the  subject  of  a  suit,  however  numerous, 
ought  to  be  made  parties,  in  order  that  there  might  be  a  com- 
plete decree  between  all  the  parties  having  a  material  interest. 
The  rule  of  the  Code  is,  in  eflTect,  the  embodiment  of  the  old 
equity  rule.  It  provides  that  all  persons  haiving  an  interest  in 
the  subject  of  the  action,  and  in  obtaining  the  relief  demanded, 
may  be  joined  as  plaintiflfs,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
Title  IIL    Code,  §  117. 

J.  Nature  of  the  interest  The  general  language  of  the  Code 
furnishes  no  criterion  by  which  to  determine  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  interest  necessary  to  authorize  a  joinder  of 
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parties  plaintiff.  It  was  said,  under  the  former  practice,  that 
there  was  no  inflexible  rule  as  to  the  joinder  of  parties  in  the 
court  of  chancery.  Murray  v.  May,  1  Barb.  Ch.  69.  Under  the 
rule  of  equity  as  adopted  by  the  Code,  the  principle  is  equally 
true.  The  Code  does  not  require  that  the  parties  to  be  joined  as 
plaintiffs  shall  have  2ijotnty*or  an  equal,  or  even  a  commoUy  inter- 
est, but  simply  an  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  action,  with  a 
view  of  doing  full  justice  and  settling  the  rights  of  all  parties  in 
interest  in  one  suit,    Loomis  v.  Brown,  16  Bai-b.  326. 

It  is  not  a  necessary  qualification  to  the  joinder  of  parties 
plaintiff  that  the  relief  sought  by  each  should  be  identical  in 
character  and  amount.  Thus,  in  an  action  brought  upon  an  in- 
junction bond,  the  subject  of  the  action  is  the  damage  of  the  plain- 
tiffs arising  out  of  the  injunction,  and  although  the  damage  to  the 
one  may  have  been  greater  than  that  to  the  others,  the  parties 
may,  notwithstanding,  be  properly  joined  as  plaintiffs  {LoomU 
V.  Braum,  16  Barb.  326) ;  so  judgment  creditors,  in  cases  of 
fraud  in  the  original  debtor,  may  unite  in  one  action  to  detect 
and  suppress  the  fraud,  and  to  have  the  debtor' s  fund  distributed 
according  to  the  priority  of  their  respective  liens,  or  ratably,  as 
the  case  may  be  {Bririkerlioff  v.  Brown,  6  Johns.  Ch.  139  :  Reed 
V.  Stryker,  12  Abb.  47 ;  reversing  8.  C,  6  id.  109) ;'  so,  also,  dif- 
ferent persons,  owning  separate  tenements,  injuriously  affected 
by  a  nuisance,  may  join  in  a  suit  to  restrain  its  continuance. 
Peck  V.  'Elder,  3  Sandf.  126.  So  the  several  proprietors  of  different 
lands  and  mills,  and  of  separate  parts  of  a  natural  water-course, 
may  unite  in  an  action  to  restrain  a  third  party  from  diverting  the 
water  from  its  natural  channel.  As  the  acts  of  the  defendant 
were  a  common  injury  to  all  the  complainants,  there  was  such  a 
common  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  suits  as  to  authorize  them 
to  join  in  one  suit,  although  the  injury  which  each  sustained 
was  separate  and  distinct.  Reid  v.  Oifford,  Hopk.  416.  But 
these  cases  are  exceptions  to  a  general  rule.  As  a  general  prin- 
ciple, several  complainants  having  distinct  and  independent 
claims  to  relief  against  a  defendant,  cannot  join  in  a  suit  for  the 
separate  relief  of  each.  Murray  v.  Hay,  1  Barb.  Ch.  69  ;  Wood 
V.  Perry,  1  Barb.  114.  Thus,  individual  purchasers  of  distinct 
portions  of  the  same  estate,  cannot  jointly  maintain  an  action  to 
restrain  the  prosecution  of  separate  actions  of  ejectment  against 
each  purchaser  ( Wood  v.  Perry,  1  Barb.  114) ;  neither  could 
they  unite  in  one  suit  against  such  vendor  to  compel  a  specific 
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performance  of  the  contract  of  sale,  for  each  contract  being 
separate  and  independent,  each  case  must  depend  on  its  own 
peculiar  circumstances  {Rayner  v.  Julian^  Dick.  677) ;  it  is  only 
where  there  is  one  common  interest  among  all,  centering  in  the 
point  in  issue  in  the  cause,  that  unconnected  parties  may  be 
joined  in  a  suit.  Ward  v.  Duke  of  JfcyrthurnberUmd^  Anstr.  469, 
477.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  parties  have  a  common  interest 
in  some  one  or  more  items  in  an  account  charged.  They  must 
have  a  common  interest,  not  in  a  particular  item  or  isolated 
charge  in  the  bill,  but  in  the  point  in  issue  in  the  cause.  Saxton 
V.  Dams  J  -18  Ves.  72 ;  Fellows  v.  Fellows^  4  Cow.  682.  See  Loomis 
V.  Brown^  16  Barb.  325.  Thus  where  a  firm  is  libeled  by  matter 
applying  to  the  firm  or  to  any  of  its  members,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  affect  the  business  of  the  firm,  then  an  action  in  the  name 
of  the  firm  may  be  maintained  upon  the  ground  that  the  injury 
extends  to  the  business  of  the  firm  {Taylor  v.  Churchy  8  N.  Y, 
(4  Seld.)  452 ;  reversmg,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  279  ;  10  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs. 
87) ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  members  of  a  hose  company  cannot 
maintain  an  action,  as  such,  for  a  libel  against  the  members  of 
the  company,  as  there  is  no  such  community  of  pecuniary  interest 
among  the  members  as  will  admit  of  damage  to  them  collectively. 
Qiraud  v.  Beachy  3  E.  D.  Smith,  337.  And  in  general,  where 
there  is  a  common  liability  and  a  common  interest,  a  common 
liability  in  the  defendants  and  a  common  interest  in  the 
plaintiffs,  different  claims  to  property,  at  least  if  the  subjects 
are  such  as  may  without  inconvenience  be  joined,  may  be 
united  in  one  and  the  same  suit.  New  York  &  New  Haven  JR. 
H.  Co.  V.  Schuylery  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  592  (606) ;  Morton  v. 
Weily  11  Abb.  421 ;  S.  0.,  33  Barb.  30 ;  RoUnson  v.  ^nithy  3 
Paige,  222,  231 ;  Grant  v.  Van  SchoonhoveTiy  9  id.  255 ;  Alston 
V.  Jones  J  3  Barb.  Ch.  397. 


ARTICLE   V. 

WHO   MUST  BE  JOINED  AS  PLAIIHIIFFS. 

Section  1.  What  interest  will  compel  a  joinder  of  plaintiff. 

a.  In  general.  As  has  been  stated  in  the  previous  article, 
when  parties  have  a  common  interest  in  the  claim  made  in  an 
action,  they  m^y  be  joined  as  plaintiffs ;  but  when  they  have  a 
joint  interest  in  the  claim,  they  must  join  in  the  suit.    McKen- 
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ziev.  L  Amov/reux^  11  Barb.  516.  The  Code  provides  that  '^of 
the  parties  to  the  action  those  who  are  united  in  interest  must  be 
joined  as  plaintijffs  or  defendants."  Code,  §  119.  This  was 
substantially  a  copy  of  one  of  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  and  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in 
chancery.    McKenzie  v.  LATnaureux^  11  Barb.  516. 

Under  this  rule  joint  tenants,  co-trustees,  partners,  joint  own- 
ers, or  joint  contractors,  must  be  joined  as  plaintiffs,  unless  it 
should  be  in  the  exceptional  case  of  a  party  refusing  to  join  as 
plaintiff,  or  except  in  an  action  in  which  the  rights  of  general  and 
special  partners  are  involved,  or  where  the  rights  of  tenants  in 
common  may  be  involved. 

Where  premises  are  leased  in  fee,  reserving  rent  with  a  condi- 
tion of  reentry  for  non-payment  of  rent,  the  heirs  of  the  lessor 
may  maintain  separate  actions  to  recover  in  ejectment  when  the 
rent  is  not  paid.  Oruger  v.  McLaury^  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  219 ; 
EL  Barb.  642.  So  when  the  lease  is  for  years,  one  of  the  heirs 
may  sue  alone  for  his  share  of  the  rent.  Jones  v.  Fdch^  3  Bosw. 
63 ;  Cole  v.  PaUerstm^  25  Wend.  456. 

}.  Partners.  Prior  to  the  Code,  a  dormant  partner  was  not 
a  necessary  party  in  an  action  at  law  to  recover  a  partnership 
debt,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  he  was  known  as  a  party  to 
the  contract  from  which  the  debt  arose.  Clarkson  v.  Carter^  3 
Cow.  84 ;  Piatt  v.  Halen,  23  Wend,  456.  But  this  rule  was 
changed  by  the  Code,  and  under  the  present  practice,  every  part- 
ner, active  or  dormant,  open  or  secret,  having  any  interest  in 
the  subject  in  controversy,  is  a  necessary  party  plaintiff  in  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  a  partnership  debt  founded  upon  a 
partnership  contract,  whether  the  relief  sought  is  legal  or  equi- 
table. 8^oT  y.  Keller^  4  Duer,  416.  To  this  general  rule  there  is 
one  exception.  Suits  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  a  limited  part- 
nership may  be  brought  by  and  against  the  general  partners, 
without  joining  the  special  partners.  1  R.  S.  766 ;  Laws  of 
1864,  ch.  43.  See  SchuUea  v.  I/yrd,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  306.  Where 
a  suit  is  brought  between  two  firms  having  a  common  partner, 
such  x)attner  may  elect  to  become  pflkintiff  or  defendant,  and  the 
other  partners  may  sue  or  defend  without  him.  Cole  v.  Mey- 
nolds,  18  N.  T.  (4  Smith)  76 ;  Code,  §  119.  See  Kingslcmd  y. 
Braisted,  2  Lans.  17,  20. 

c.  Assignees  and  assignors.  It  is  seldom  necessary  to  join 
ftn  assignor  in  an  action  brought  by  an  assignee  in  respect  to  the 
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property  assigned.  Tlius,  where  a  person  makes  an  uncondi- 
tional assignment  of  a  mortgage,  he  is  not  a  necessary  party  to 
an  action  of  foreclosure.  Ward  v.  Van  BoJcJcelen^  2  Paige,  289  ; 
,  Whitney  v.  McKinney^  7  Johns.  Ch.  144.  But  the  rule  is  diflTer- 
ent  where  the  assignor  still  retains  a  contingent  interest  in  the 
thing  assigned.  Thus  where  a  mortgage  has  been  assigned  as  a 
security  for  a  debt,  the  assignor  has  still  such  an  interest  in  the 
mortgage  as  will  render  him  a  necessary  party  to  the  action  of 
foreclosure.  Johnson  v.  Harty  3  Johns.  Cas.  322 ;  Bard  v.  Poole^ 
12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  495. 

The  owner  of  a  single  and  entire  demand  may  assign  all  his 
interest  in  the  same  to  different  parties,  or  may  assign  a  portion 
only  and  retain  an  interest  in  the  original  claim.  In  either  case, 
each  owner  of  an  interest  may  maintain  an  action  in  equity  to 
enforce  his  portion  of  the  demand.  But  in  such  action  the 
plaintiff  must  join  the  assignees  of  the  other  parts,  and  the 
assignor,  if  he  still  retains  an  interest.  CooTc  v.  Oenesee  Mtttvxil 
Ins,  Co.y  8  How.  614 ;  Meld  v.  Mayor ^  etc.,  of  New  TorJc,  6  N. 
Y.  (2  Seld.)  179.  But  while  the  defendant  may  require  all 
assignees  holding  an  unsatisfied  interest  to  be  joined,  he  cannot 
compel  the  joinder  of  one  whose  interest  is  already  satisfied.  lb. 

d.  Tenants  in  common.  .  In  actions  ex  delicto,  for  injuries  to 
personal  property,  joint  tenants  and  tenants  in  common  must 
join.  BucJcnam  v.  Brett,  22  How.  233  ;  S.  C,  36  Barb.  596  ;  13 
Abb.  119 ;  Rice  v.  HollenhecTc,  19  Barb.  664.  So  they  must  join 
in  an  action  for  damages  to  real  estate.  De  Puy  v.  Strong,  37 
N.  Y.  (10  Tiff.)  372;  S.  C,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  340;  4  Trans.  App. 
239 ;  3  Keyes,  603 ;  Austin  v.  Hall,  13  Johns.  286 ;  Low  v.  Mwm- 
ford,  14  id.  426 ;  DecJcer  v.  Livingston,  15  id.  479.  So  in  actions 
for  the  use  or  hire  of  property  owned  by  tenants  in  common,  all 
the  owners  must  be  joined.  Coster  v.  New  TorTc  and  Erie  R.  R. 
Co,,  3  Abb.  332 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  43 ;  5  id.  677.  See  Bonnell  v. 
Walsh,  33  N.  Y.  (6  Tiff.)  43 ;  MerriU  v.  Walsh,  32  N.  Y.  (5  Tiff.) 
685.     See  section  3  of  this  Article,  as  to  actions  for  rent. 

e.  JSusband  and  wife.  Under  the  old  common  law,  a  wife 
could  in  no  case  sue  aloB*.  Under  the  Code  and  subsequent 
statutes,  the  few  cases  in  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  husband 
and  wife  to  join  in  an  action  form  the  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule,  that  a  wife  may  maintain  an  action  alone  where  she  might 
have  maintained  the  same  action  if  a  feme  sole.  There  are  but 
few  cases  in  which  it  is  now  necessary  for  husband  and  wife  to 
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join  as  plaintiffs.  The  Code  provides  that,  when  a  married 
woman  is  a  party,  her  husband  must  be  joined  with  her,  except 
that  when  the  action  concerns  her  separate  property  she  may 
sue  alone ;  or,  when  the  action  is  between  herself  and  husband, 
she  may  sue  and  be  sued  alone ;  and  that  in  no  case  need  she 
prosecute  or  defend  by  a  guardian  or  next  friend.  Code,  §  114. 
The  exceptions  cover  nearly  every  case  in  which  a  married  woman 
could  be  plaintiff.  By  the  act  of  1860,  as  amended  in  1862,  any 
married  woman  may,  while  married,  sue  and  be  sued  in  aU  mat- 
ters  having  relation  to  her  sole  and  separate  property,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  she  were  sole ;  and  any  married  woman  may 
bring  and  maintain  an  action  in  her  own  name,  for  damages 
against  any  person  or  body  corporate,  for  any  injury  to  her  per- 
son or  character,  the  same  as  if  she  were  sole.  laws  of  1860, 
ch.  90 ;  Laws  of  1862,  ch.  172  ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  219,  §  1.  In  all 
actions  concerning  her  separate  property,  the  husband  is  an  un- 
necessary party.  Ackley  v.  Tarhox^  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  664 ;  Pal^ 
mer  v.  Davis,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  242.  It  was  formerly  a  rule,  that 
in  actions  for  the  slander  of  a  wife,  if  the  words  spoken  were 
actionable  per  se,  the  action  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
hnsband  and  wife ;  but  if  the  words  spoken  of  the  wife  were  only 
actionable  on  proof  of  special  damages,  the  husband  must  sue 
alone.  WiUiarris  v.  Holdredge^  22  Barb.  396 ;  Klein  v,  JBentz,  2 
Dner,  633 ;  Beach  v.  Ranney,  2  Hill,  309.  See  Wilson  v.  Gent,  ' 
17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  442.  But  the  statutes  above  referred  to  have 
essentially  changed  the  rights  of  the  husband  and  wife,  in  respect 
to  torts  committed  upon  the  person  or  character  of  the  wife,  and 
We  made  her  the  sole  plaintiff  in  actions  brought  for  them. 
Assaults  and  batteries  and  slanders  are  now  a  part  of  the  sepa- 
rate estate  of  the  wife,  and,  in  respect  to  them,  she  is  2i  feToe 
BoU.  Mann  v.  Marsh,  35  Barb.  68 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  372.  But  where 
a  lease  is  executed  by  both  husband  and  wife,  of  land  in  which 
the  wife  has  an  estate  for  life,  and  where  the  lessee  covenants  in 
terms  to  pay  rent  to  both,  the  husband  and  wife  may  be  joined 
in  an  action  for  rent  upon  the  lease.  Jacques  v.  Short,  20  Barb. 
260.  So  in  an  action  for  the  partition  and  sale  of  real  estate 
held  in  common,  the  husband  and  wife  should  join  as  plaintiffs. 
Ripple  V.  GiVborn,  8  How.  456.  Under  the  Code,  before  the 
change  in  the  law,  as  to  the  rights  of  married  women,  an  action 
to  recover  real  property  of  which  the  wife  was  the  owner  of  the 
fee  and  the  husband  tenant  by  the  curtesy  initiate,  the  action 
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might  properly  have  been  brought  in  the  name  of  the  husband 
and  wife.  Ingraham  v.  Bald/mn^  12  Barb.  9.  But  as  the  law 
now  stands,  an  action  of  ejectment  may  be  maintained  by  the 
wife  in  her  own  name,  without  joining  her  husband.  Darby  v. 
CallagJian,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  71. 

/.  Legatees^  devisees  and  eccecutors.  In  actions  by  devisees, 
for  a  specific  performance  of  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands 
executed  by  their  testator,  the  executor  of  the  deceased  is  a 
necessary  party  and  must  be  joined  as  plaintiff.  Adams  v. 
Green,  34  Barb.  176. 

g.  Trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  It  is  a  general  rule,  that 
when  a  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  which  he  is  bound  to 
distribute  to  different  parties  in  unequal  proportions,  all  inter- 
ested in  the  distribution  are  necessary  parties  to  an  action 
against  the  trustee.  But  when  the  sum  that  each  is  entitled  to 
receive  has  been  ascertained  by  a  proceeding  binding  on  the 
trustee,  each  may  maintain  an  action  for  his  proportionate  share. 
General  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  Benson,  6  Duer,  168. 

Section  2.    Exceptions  to  general  rule. 

a.  When  one  of  several  plaintiffs  refuses  to  sue.  To  the 
general  rule  that  of  the  parties  to  the  action,  those  who  are 
united  in  interest  must  be  joined,  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  the 
Code  makes  several  exceptions.  It  provides  that,  if  the  consent 
of  any  one  who  should  have  been  joined  as  plaintiff,  cannot  be 
obtained,  he  may  be  made  a  defendant,  the  reason  therefor  being 
stated  in  the  complaint.  Code,  §  119.  Thus,  where  an  action  is 
brought  by  a  firm  against  another  firm,  and  one  of  the  member^ 
of  the  plaintiff's  firm  is  also  a  member  of  the  defendant's  firm, 
on  the  refusal  of  the  common  partner  to  join  with  the  plaintiffs, 
he  may  be  made  defendant.  See  Cole  v.  Reynolds,  18  N.  Y. 
(4  Smith)  74.  One  person  cannot  be  both  plaintiff  and  defendant 
in  the  same  action.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  PvUney  v. 
Stewart,  27  Barb.  553;  Sherwood  v.  Barton,  36  id.  284;  23 
How.  533,  544 ;  Richards  y.  Richards,  2  Bam.  and  Ad.  451.  This 
provision  of  the  Code  was  framed  in  accordance  with  the  old 
chancery  practice,  and  was  a  substantial  reproduction  of  one  of 
the  rules  of  practice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 
McKenzie  y.  L  Amoreiix,  11  Barb.  518. 

&.  When  the  question  litigated  is  one  of  common  or  general 
interest.  A  second  exception  to  the  rule,  that  all  who  are  united 
in  interest  must  be  joined  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  was  added 


PARTIES  TO  ACTIONS.  117 

Exceptioii0  to  general  rule — NumerouB  parties. 

by  the  l^slature  to  section  119  of  the  Code,  as  originally  sub- 
mitted by  the  commissioners.  It  provides  that  wh^n  the  question 
litigated  is  one  of  a  common  or  general  interest  to  many  persons, 
one  or  more  of  them  may  sue  or  defend  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole.  It  is  not  essential  to  the  right  of  one  to  sue  for  all  thus 
interested,  that  the  parties  should  be  very  numerous  or  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  bring  them  all  before  the  court. 
McKenzie  v.  I!  AToorewx^  11  Barb,  618.  But  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  interest  involved  is  common  to  all.  Reid  v.  The  Ever- 
greens,  21  How.  319.  To  enable  a  plaintiff  t6  bring  a  suit  in  his* 
own  right  and  in  behalf  of  others  having  a  common  interest,  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  allege  that  the  other  parties  are  so  numerous 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  bring  them  all  before  the  court, 
but  the  nature  of  their  common  interest  must  appear  to  be  such 
as  would  entitle  them,  were  they  all  before  the  court,  to  maintain 
the  action  in  their  own  right  or  in  their  own  names.  HabicM  v. 
PemAertan,  4  Sandf.  667.  See  Hammond  v.  JHudson  JRiver  Iron 
and  Machine  Co.,  20  Barb.  878. 

c.  When  parties  are  very  nuraerous.  There  are  cases  in  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  great-  number  of  parties  concerned,  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  bring  them  all  before  the  court,  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  foilure  of  justice,  the  Code  provides  that  one 
or  more  may  sue  or  defend  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  Code, 
§  119.  This  practice  was  adopted  in  accordance  with  the  former 
practice  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  was  probably  intended  to 
govern  such  cases  only  as  would  have  been  the  subject  of  a  suit 
in  equity,  and  would  have  been  within  the  rule  as  established 
by  that  court.  Dvffy  v.  Duncan,  32  Barb.  687 ;  Meid  v.  The 
EtergreenSy  21  How.  319 ;  Hdbicht  v.  Pemberton,  4  Sandf.  667. 
Independently  of  the  Code,  the  rule  of  chancery  still  exists.  lb. 
Hammond  v.  Hudson  River  Iron  &  Machine  Co.,  20  Barb.  378  ; 
Bonton  v.  City  of  BrooJdyn,  16  id.  376.  It  is  said  that  the  pro- 
riaion  of  the  Code  applies  indiscriminately  to  all  actions,  whether 
they  involve  questions  of  common  interest  or  not.  McKnight 
V.  VAmjoreVjX,  11  Barb.  618.  But  it  will  be  found  that  in  all 
the  cases  in  which  equity  allowed  the  court  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  making  the  suit  absolutely  complete,  as  to  parties, 
there  was  a  right  common  to  all  the  plaintiffs  to  be  maintained, 
or  an  obligation  common  to  all  the  defendants  to  be  enforced. 
See  Reid  v.  Evergreens,  21  How.  319  ;  Bouton  v.  City  of  Brook- 
lun,  16  Barb.  375.    Thus,  a  part  of  the  crew  of  a  privateer  may 
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bring  a  suit  against  the  prize  agents,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others  who  have  signed  the  articles,  for  an  account  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  prize  money  ;  or  a  few  creditors  may  maintain 
an  action  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  of  all  other  creditors  of  a 
deceased  debtor,  for  an  account  and  application  of  his  assets  to 
the  payment  of  his  debts.     So,  parties  to  a  trust  deed  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  are  allowed  to  sue  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  other  creditors  named.    A  legatee  may  also  prosecute  in 
the  same  form  for  a  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  executor 
and  the  payment  of  all  the  legatees.    The  parties,  also,  of  a  vol- 
untary association,  for  public  or  private  purposes,  may  in  like 
manner  sue  and  defend  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates, lb.    Duffy  V.  Duncan^  32  Barb.  587 ;  Haminond  v.  HuA- 
smi  River  Iron  and  Machine  Co.,  20  id.  378;  McKnigM  v. 
U  Amcyreux,  11  id.  518.     So  any  individual  resident  of  a  vil- 
lage, which  is  not  a  municipal  corporation  so  as  to  assert  the  gene- 
ral right  of  the  public,  may  bring  an  action  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  of  all  others  similarly  interested,  to  restrain  the  perversion 
of  land  dedicated  to  public  uses,  from  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
such  dedication.     Cody  v.  Conger,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  256.    But 
where  there  are  officers  authorized  to  act  in  behalf  of  a  commu- 
nity, no  private  person,  or  number  of  persons,  can  assume  to  be 
the  champions  of  the  public,  unless  the  act  complained  of 
involves  some  peculiar  damage  to  the  individual  interest  or  inter- 
ests of  the  party  or  parties  plaintiff.     DooliUle  v.  Supervisors 
of  Broome  Co,,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  155;  S.  C,  16  How.  512 ; 
Roosevelt  v.  Draper,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  818 ;  Milhau  v.  Sharp^ 
271^.  Y.  (13  Smith)  611 ;  Ely  v.  Connolly,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  8 ;  Thur- 
stqn  V.  City  of  EVmira,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  119.    But  although   a 
private  individual  may  not  restrain  the  collection  of  a  tax  by 
injunction,  he  may,  as  relator  in  a  writ  of  mandamus,  compel  a 
county  treasurer  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  collection  of  a  tax, 
although  the  individual  has  merely  an  interest  common  to  the 
whole  community.    PeopU  ex  rel.  Stephens  v.  Halsey,  37  N.  Y. 
(10  Tiff.)  344 ;  S.  C,  4  Trans.  App.  261.     So  a  common-law  cer- 
tiorari may  issue  on  his  relation  to  review  and  correct  items 
illeg-ally  included  in  the  tax  levy  of  his  town.    People  ex  rcL 
HasJcins  v.  Supervisors  of  Westchester,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  277;  S.  C, 
57  Barb.  377. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

BEHEDY  AGAIKST  EBBOB  AS  TO  PBOPEB  PABTIES. 

Section  1.  Where  the  action  is  not  brought  by  the  real  party 
in  interest.  The  remedy  of  a  defendant^  when  sued  by  'a  party 
other  than  the  real  party  in  interest,  is  by  demurrer,  if  the  defect 
is  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  complaint.  Nelson  v.  Eaton^  7 
Abb.  305 ;  reversing  S.  C. ,  15  How.  305 ;  Palmer  v.  Srriedley^ 

6  Abb.  205 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  28  Barb.  468  ;  W?iite^.  Brown,  14 
How.  282;  Bank  of  Havana  v.   Wickham,  16  id.  97;   S.  C, 

7  Abb.  134.  But,  where  the  defect  does  not  appear  upon  the 
&ce  of  the  complaint,  the  objection  may  be  taken  by  answer. 
Batik  of  Havana  v.  Magee,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  355.  But  where  a 
plaintiff  miscaUs  himself  by  a  name  which  represents  no  person, 
real  or  artificial,  the  remedy  of  the  defendant  is  neither  by 
answer  or  demurrer,  but  by  a  motion  to  set  aside  the  service  of 
the  ^summons.  Thus,  where  an  individual  banker  sues  in  a 
name  importing  a  corporate  character,  the  defendant,  if  ag- 
grieved, should  move  to  set  aside  the  first  proceeding  in  the 
suit.  lb. 

Seetion  2.  Where  there  is  a  non-joinder  of  plaintiffs.  The 
rule  previously  stated  applies  also  to  cases  of  non- joinder. 
Where  there  is  a  defect  of  parties  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the 
complaint  the  defendant  may  demur,  and,  where  such  objection 
exists  but  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint,  it 
may  be  taken  by  answer.  Where  the  defect  is  apparent  upon 
the  face  of  the  complaint,  and  the  defendant  fails  to  demur,  the 
objection  will  be  waived.  So  the  defendant  will  waive  his  right 
to  object  to  a  defect  of  parties  not  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the 
complaint,  by  an  omission  to  raise  the  objection  by  answer. 
Zabriskiev.  Smith,  13  N.  Y.  (3 Kern.)  322 ;  Code,  §§  141, 147, 148 ; 
Gassett  v.  Crocker ,  10  Abb.  133;  Van  JDeusen  v.  Young,  29 
Barb.  9. 

Section  3.  Where  there  is  a  misjoinder  of  plaintiffs.  An 
improper  joinder  of  parties  is  not  a  subject  of  demurrer,  as  a 
defect  of  parties  under  subdivision  4  of  section  144  of  the  Code. 
Aaen  V.  CUy  of  BvffaU,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  280 ;  Peabody  v. 
WashingUm  Courdy  Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  20  Barb.  339  ;  Richtmyer 
V.  Richtmyer,  50  id.  55.      The  defect  of  parties  for  which  a 
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demurrer  is  allowed  under  section  144  is  for  a  deficiency  and  not 
for  an  excess  of  parties.  lb.  But  the  defendant  is  not  without  a 
remedy.  If  there  is  a  misjoinder  of  parties,  or,  in  other  words, 
if  the  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  show  no  cause  of  action 
against  the  defendants,  in  favor  of  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  the  de- 
fendants may  demur  under  the  sixth  subdivision  of  section  144,  as 
to  such  plaintiffs  upon  the  ground  that  the  complaint  does  not 
state  fkcts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action,  and,  as  to 
such  plaintiff,  the  complaint  will  be  dismissed.  If  the  objection 
is  not  raised  by  demurrer,  ot  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of 
the  complaint,  it  may  be  raised  upon  the  trial,  and  the  complaint 
will  be  dismissed  as  to  the  plaintiffs,  in  whose  favor  no  cause  of 
action  is  shown,  and  the  cause  may*  proceed  to  judgment  as  to 
the  rest  of  the  co-plaintiffs  as  provided  in  section  274  of  the  Code. 
PalTuer  v.  Davis,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  242  ;  Richbrayer  v.  RUM' 
myer,  50  Barb.  55. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

PABTIES  DSFEKDAKT. 

Section  1.  Who  may  be  defendants  in  a  suit. 

a.  Foreign  governments  and  officers.  A  sovereign  State,  in  its 
political  capacity,  cannot  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  another  State 
or  nation  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  any  remedy  against  it. 
But  such  State  may,  neverthelesi^,  be  made  a  defendant  in  an 
action,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  an  opportunity  to  appear  and 
thus  enable  the  court  to  determine  more  intelligently  the  rights 
of  co-defendants.  The  joinder  in  such  cases  is  but  an  invitation 
to  appear,  and,  if  disregarded  by  the  State,  is  a  nullity.  The 
appearance  of  a  State,  or  a  judgment  entered  against  it,  cannot 
be  enforced  in  the  courts  of  another  State.  Manning  v.  State 
of  Nicaragua  and  the  Accessory  Transit  Co.,  14  How.  617 ; 
Duke  of  Brunswick  v.  King  of  Hanover,  2  H.  L.  Cas.  1 ;  Wads- 
worth  V.  Qu^e7i  of  Spain^  De  Haher  v.  Queen  of  Portugal,  17 
Q.  B.  171. 

J.  Foreign  ambassadors,  etc.  There  are  certain  persons  who 
would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  proper  parties  to  an 
action,  but  over  whom  the  State  courts  can  exercise  no  jurisdic- 
tion. This  class  includes  all  ambassadors  and  foreign  ministers 
who  are  recognized  as  such  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
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as  well  as  their  domestics,  or  domestic  servants.  It  includes  also 
consuls  and  vice-consuls,  secretaries  of  legation,  and  attaches. 
In  aU  suits  or  proceedings  against  such  persons,  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Laws  of 
U.  S.  1789,  ch.  20,  §§  9-13.  See  United  States  v.  Ortega,  4 
Wash.  C.  C.  531 ;  Ex  parte  Cabrera^  id.  232 ;  United  States 
V.  Bennerj  1  Baldw.  240  ;  Davis  v.  Packard^  6  Pet.  41 ;  S.  C,  10 
Wend.  50.  To  exempt  the  servant  of  a  public  minister  from  lia- 
bility to  be  made  a  defendant  in  a  State  court,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  he  should  reside  in  the  house  of  his  employer,  provided  he 
performs  the  duties  of  his  office  there.  Nor  is  it  material 
whether  he  is  a  foreigner  or  a  native  of  this  country.  Enans  v. 
Eiggs,  2  Str.  797 ;  8.  C,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1524  ;  Lockwood  v.  Coys- 
game,  3  Burr.  1676.     See  Arrest  and  Bail. 

Section  2.  States.  The  courts  of  this  State  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  actions  in  which  a  State  is  defendant.  The  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  such  actions  is  vested  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States.  Delafleld  v.  State  of  Ulinoi^,  2  Hill,  159 ;  26  Wend.  192. 
See  Teall  v.  Eelton,  1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.)  537,  546 ;  S.  C.  affirmed, 
12  How.  (U.  S.)  284. 

Where  a  State  is  the  real  defendant,  an  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained by  suing  the  governor  of  the  State,  in  his  official  character, 
where  the  claim  made  upon  him  is  founded  solely  upon  his  hold- 
ing that  office ;  ai^d,  where  no  judgment  could  be  had  against 
him  personally,  the  action  will  be  considered  as  one  against  the 
State,  as  the  real  party  on  the  record.  Oovernor  of  Georgia  v. 
Madrazo,  1  Pet.  110,  122. 

The  statute  allows  an  action  to  be  brought  against  commis- 
sioners for  loaning  certain  moneys  of  the  United  States ;  and 
such  action  is,  in  effect,  an  action  against  the  State.  But,  before 
it  can  be  maintained,  the  State  must  be  properly  brought  before 
the  court  by  dedcribing  the  commissioners  as  the  statute  pre- 
scribes. Plumtree  v.  Droit,  41  Barb.  333 ;  Laws  1837,  ch.  150, 
§§5,6,7,8. 

Section  8.  Counties. 

a.  How  counties  should  be  made  defendant.  The  statutes  pro- 
vide that  a  county  may  sue  or  be  sued  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law,  and  that  aU  proceedings,  by  or  against  a  county  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  such  county.  1  R.  S.  364,  §§  1,  3.  The  suit  must  be 
brought  against  the  supervisors  of  the  county  as  an  organized 
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.  body,  without  naming  the  individuals  comprising  such  body. 
Thus  an  action  should  be  brought  against  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  (Livingston)  county,  rather  than  against  A.,  B.  and  €•, 
supervisors  of  (Livingston)  county.  HiU  v.  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Livingston  Co.^  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  52 ;  Magee  v.  Cutler^  43 
Barb.  239,  261 ;  WUd  v.  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Columbia  Co.^  9 
How.  315. 

Section  4.  Towns. 

a.  Ho^  towns  shordd  he  made  defendard.  Towns  must  be 
sued  in  their  corporate  name.  2  R.  S.  473,  §  96 ;  HiU  v.  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  Livingston  Co.^  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  62  (63). 
The  summons  must  be  served  on  the  supervisor  of  the  town,  and 
it  is  his  duty  to  attend  to  the  defense.  See  1  R.  S.  367,  §§  2,  3  ; 
Cornell  v.  Tovm  of  OuUford^  1  Denio,  610 ;  Town  qf  Duanes- 
hurgh  V.  Jenkins^  46  Barb.  295. 

Section  5.  Corporations. 

a.  Municipal  corporations.  Corporations  aggregate  must  be 
sued  by  their  corporate  names.  This  rule  applies  to  all  corpo- 
rations indiscriminately.    1  R.  S.  699,  §  1. 

ft.  Foreign  corporations.  The  statutes  provide  that  suits  may 
be  brought  in  the  supreme  court,  in  the  superior  court  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  against  any  corporation  created 
by  or  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  government  or  country, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or.  damages,  whether  liquidated  or 
not,  arising  upon  contract  made,  executed  or  delivered  within 
this  State,  or  upon  any  cause  of  action  arising  therein.  2  R.  S. 
469,  §  16.  The  action  may  be  maintained  by  a  resident  of  this 
State  for  any  cause  of  action,  and  by  a  non-reSident,  when 
the  cause  of  action  or  the  subject  of  the  action  shall  be  situated 
within  the  State.  Code,  §  427 ;  President^  etc.y  of  Bank  of 
Commerce  v.  Rutland  &  Washington  B.  B.  Co.y  10  How.  1, 10  n. ; 
Cumberland  Coal  and  Iron  Go.  v.  Hoffman  Steam  Coal  Co.^  20 
id.  62 ;  S.  C,  30  Barb.  169 ;  8  Abb.  243 ;  Spencer  v.  Bogers" 
Locomotive  and  Machine  Works,  8  Bosw.  612 ;  17  Abb.  110. 

Where  the  object  of  the  action  is  to  annul  a  conveyance  of  land 
situated  in  another  State,  on  the  ground  of  fraud  in  the  convey- 
ance, and  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  are  both  foreign  corpora- 
tions, the  courts  of  this  State  will  not  entertain  jurisdiction. 
Guvfiberland  Coal  and  Iron  Co.  v.  Hoffman  Steam  Coal  Co.^  30 
Barb.  169 ;  20  How.  62 ;  8  Abb.  243.     The  directors  of  a  foreign 
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corporation  will  not  be  enjoined  by  the  courts  of  this  State  from 
paying  a  dividend  where  there  is  no  debt  due  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
where  he  has  no  claim  for  the  redress  of  any  wrong,  and  his  only 
claim  is,  that  there  was  an  error  in  making  the  dividend.  Howell 
V.  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Go.^  51  Barb.  378.  A  foreign 
corporation  may  appear  by  attorney,  and,  in  that  manner,  con- 
fer jurisdiction.    Be  Bemer  v.  Drew^  67  Barb.  438 ;  39  How.  466. 

c.  DoToestic  corporations.  It  is  not  only  true  that  corpora- 
tions are  liable  to  be  sued  in  their  corporate  names,  and  in  the 
same  cases  as  natural  persons,  but  there  are  collective  bodies  of 
men  who  are  invested  with  corporate  attributes,  and  are  consid- 
ered as  qyxisi  corporations,  and  in  that  capacity  are  vested  with 
the  powers  and  liabilities  of  corporations,  so  far  as  the  right  to 
bring  or  defend  an  action  is  concerned.  Thus,  the  Metropolitan 
Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New  York,  although  it  is  not  in 
terms  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  or  corporate ;  and  although 
it  has  express  power  to  sue,  has  no  express  capacity  to  be  sued ; 
yet  it  is  so  far  a  corporation  as  to  be  capable  of  being  sued  for 
injuries  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  its  agents  or  servants. 
Clarissey  v.  Metropolitan  Fire  Department^  1  Sweeny,  224; 
S.  C,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  362. 

Section  6.  Associations. 

a.  Suits  a^aiTtstjoiTU-stocJc  companies  arid  a^sociaiions.  Any 
joint-stock  company  or  association,  consisting  of  seven  or  more 
shareholders  or  associates,  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  name  of 
the  president  or  treasurer  for  the  time  being.  Laws  of  1849,  ch. 
258.  In  the  same  manner,  any  company  or  association  composed 
of  not  less  than  seven  members,  who  are  owners  of  or  have  an 
interest  in  any  property,  right  of  action  or  demand,  jointly  or 
in  common,  or  who  may  be  liable  to  any  action  on  account  of 
Bnch  ownership  or  interest,  may  sue  or  be  sued  in  the  name  of 
the  president  or  treasurer  for  the  time  being.  Laws  of  1861,  ch. 
455 ;  Kingsland  y:  Braisted^  2  Lans.  17. 

h.  Bavking  assodaiions.  So,  banking  associations,  formed 
under  the  "Act  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking,"  passed 
April  18,  1838,  may  be  sued  in  the  name  of  their  president.  4 
R.  S.  132,  §  22,  Edm.  ed. ;  Laws  of  1838,  ch.  260,  §  22  ;  Delafield 
V.  Kinney y  24  Wend.  346. 

Section  7.  Individnals  generally. 

a.  In  general.  In  the  preceding  sections,  the  liabilities  of  arti- 
ficial persons,  or  corporations  to  be  made  defendants  in  their 
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collective  or  corporate  capacity,  have  been  briefly  discussed. 
The  liability  of  persons  in  their  individual  or  representative 
character,  to  be  made  defendants,  in  actions  on  demands  against 
them,  or  those  whom  they  represent,  still  remains  to  be  con- 
sidered. The  Code  gives  the  general  rule,  that  any  person 
may  be  made  a  defendant  who  has  or  claims  an  interest  in  the 
controversy  adverse  to  the  plaintiff*,  or  who  is  a  neqessary  party 
to  a  complete  determination  or  settlement  of  the  questions  in- 
volved therein.  Code,  §  118.  The  rule  of  the  Code  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  chancery  practice,  and  was  intended  to  preserve 
the  right,  and  also  to  make  it  the  duty,  of  the  plaintiff  to  make 
all  persons  directly  interested  in  the  question  or  controversy,  as 
stated  in  the  complaint,  parties  to  the  action,  in  order  that  the 
decree  of  the  court  may  be  final.  Voorhies  v.  Baxter^  1  Abb. 
48 ;  S.  C,  18  Barb.  592 ;  affirmed,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  854.  See 
Christie  v.  Herrick^  1  Barb.  Ch.  264.  The  illustration  of  this  gen- 
eral rule  will  be  found  in  following  pages  relating  to  the  joinder 
of  defendants. 

&.  Married  women.  In  respect  to  married  women,  as  defend- 
ants, the  Code  has  made  but  one  important  change  from  the 
former  practice  in  chancery.  In  chancery,  the  wife  was  required 
in  all  cases  to  appear  and  defend  by  next  friend.  This  was  for 
some  time  held  to  be  the  rule  under  the  Code,  except 'in  the 
single  case  of  an  action  for  an  absolute  divorce.  Coit  v.  Coit^  6 
How.  58 ;  Cook  v.  Rawdon,  id.  233 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  382 ; 
Howland  v.  Fort  Edward  Paper  Mill  Co.^  8  How.  505.  To 
avoid  this  construction  of  the  Code,  the  legislature  provided  by 
express  enactment,  that  in  no  case  need  a  married  woman  prose- 
cute or  defend  by  a  guardian  or  next  friend.  Code,  §  114.  The 
Code  does  not,  however,  give  a  complete  rule  of  practice  in 
relation  to  the  joinder  of  the  husband  in  actions  against  the 
wife.  Under  the  Code,  when  a  married  woman  is  a  party,  her 
husband  must  be  joined  with  her,  except  that :  1.  When  the 
action  concerns  her  separate  property  she  may  sue  alone.  2. 
When  the  action  is  betwe^i  herself  and  her  husband  she  may 
sue  or  be  sued  alone.  Code,  §  114.  Under  this  section  of  the 
Code,  a  wife  cannot  be  sued  alone  except  by  her  husband.  The 
husband  must  be  joined,  except  where  she  sues  in  respect  of  her 
separate  property,  or  where  the  action  is  between  husband  and 
wife.  But  by  the  act  of  1860,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  1862, 
any  married  woman  may  sue  oi"  be  sued^  in  all  matters  having 
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relation  to  her  sole  and  separate  property,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  she  were  sole.  In  such  actions,  the  husband  is  exonerated 
from  all  costs  and  damages  recovered,  and  the  judgment  is  made 
a  charge  upon  the  separate  property  of  the  wife,  which  may  be 
enforcel  by  execution  against  it,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  she 
were  sole.  Laws  of  1862,  ch.  172 ;  Klen  v.  GHbney^  24  How.  31 ; 
Marrell  v.  Cawley^  17  Abb.  76.  This  act  certainly  modifies  the 
Code,  and,  in  its  letter  authorizes  the  making  of  a  married 
woman  sole  defendant,  in  all  matters  touching  her  separate  estate 
or  arising  therefrom.  This  rule  applies  to  actions  ex  del/i^to,  as 
well  as  to  actions  ex  coTitractu  Howe  v.  Smithy  65  Barb.  417  ;  S. 
C,  38  How.  87.  The  disabilities  of  coverture,  as  such  disabili- 
ties existed  at  common  law,  are  removed.  The  old  common  law 
is  an  utter  stranger  to  the  modem  wife,  and  furnishes  no  decis 
ions,  grounded  upon  that  ancient  relation  of  baron  and  /erne, 
which  can  apply  as  precedents  to  the  new  creature  of  the 
statutes.  But,  the  piinciples  of  the  common  law,  regulating  the 
conduct  of  other  members  of  society,  who  act  on  their  individual 
responsibility,  as  persons,  sui  Juris,  are  applicable  to  a  married 
woman,  under  the  recent  statutes. 

The  wife  becomes,  in  law,  in  respect  to  her  new  situation,  a 
feme  sole,  invested  with  the  same  rights,  and  amenable  to  the 
same  duties,  as  other  persons  who  are  not  under  the  guardian- 
ship or  dominion  of  others.  PeaJc  v.  Zemon,  1  Lans.  295.  But 
these  rights  and  duties  are  such  only  as  relate  to  or  arise  out  of 
her  separate  property ;  and  when  it  is  said  that  the  husband  is 
not  a  necessary  defendant,  in  an  action  founded^on  the  tort  of  the 
wife,  this  qualification  should  always  be  in  mind.  Thus,  torts  of 
a  personal  character,  such  as  assault  and  battery,  libel,  slander, 
and  fdr  penalties  in  no  way  affecting  or  arising  from  the  separate 
estate  of  a  married  woman,  should  be  carefuUy  distinguished 
from  the  class  of  torts  frequently  arising  out  of  the  conduct  of 
business,  such  as  negligence,  trespass  on  land,  trover,  replevin, 
fraud,  etc.  The  former  are  the  personal  acts  of  the  wife,  for  which 
the  husband  is  held  responsible  upon  the  theory  that  he  has  the 
power  to  control  the  conduct  of  his  wife ;  while  for  the  latter, 
the  husband  is  not  held  responsible,  in  consequence  of  the  man- 
ifest injustice  of  holding  him  liable  for  all  the  wife's  errors  of 
omismon  or  con^mission  in  the  conduct  of  her  independent  busi- 
ness. Howe  V.  Smithy  55  Barb.  417;  S.  C,  38  How.  37 ;  Peak 
V.  Lemony  1  Lans.  295 ;  Horton  v.  Payne,  27  How.  374 ;  Porter  v. 
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MourUj  46  Barb.  422 ;  Thit  v.  OuZbertson,  67  id.  9 ;  Klen  v.  Otb- 
ney^  24  How.  31 ;  Morrell  v.  Cawley^  17  Abb.  76.  Thus,  the 
husband  should  not  be  made  a  defendant  in  an  action  to  recover 
back  excessive  interest,  paid  upon  a  loan  made  by  the  wife,  out 
of  her  separate  estate,  through  the  husband  as  agent.  Porter 
V.  Mount,  45  Barb.  422;  S.  C,  41  id.  661.  Neither  should  the 
husband  be  made  a  party  defendant,  in  an  action  for  damage 
done,  by  the  cattle  of  a  married  woman,  to  the  plaintiff's  land. 
Rowe  V.  Smith,  55  Barb.  417 ;  S.  C,  38  How.  37.  Nor  can  the 
husband  properly  be  made  a  defendant  in  an  action  for  the  con- 
version of  personal  property,  based  on  the  refusal  of  the  wife  to 
deliver  such  property  to  the  owner,  on  the  ground  that  she  has  a 
lien  thereon,  although  the  husband  was  present  at  the  time  of 
the  refusal.  It  is  the  nature  and  not  the  validity  of  the  wife' s 
claim,  respecting  her  separate  property,  which  determines  her  lia- 
bility and  her  husband's  exemption.  Peak  v.  Lemon,  1  Lans.  295- 

But  an  action  will  lie  against  the  husband  and  wife  jointly, 
for  a  libel  written  and  published  by  the  wife  alone.  Tait  v.  Qui- 
hertson,  57  Barb.  9  ;  Horton  v.  Payne,  27  How.  374.  So,  for  an 
assault  and  battery  committed  by  the  wife  alone,  both  husband 
and  wife  are  liable,  and  should  be  joined  as  defendants.  Flan- 
agan V.  Tinen,  53  Barb.  687 ;  S.  C,  37  How.  130.  In  case  of  a 
recovery,  the  execution,  in  all  such  cases,  is  directed  against  the 
property  of  both.  lb.    Tait  v.  CvZbertson,  57  Barb.  9. 

c.  Idiots,  lunatics  and  habitual  d/ruvJcq,rds.  A  lunatic  may 
be  made  defendant  in  an  action  in  the  same  manner  as  a  sane 
person,  but  the  court  imposes  certain  conditions  as  to  the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  against  him.  Before  the  commencement 
of  any  action  against  any  person  judicially  declared  to  be  of 
unsound  mind,  the  plaintiff  should  petition  the  court  for  the 
payment  of  his  debt ;  and,  on  such  application,  the  court  will 
order  the  committee  to  pay  the  debt  out  of  the  lunatic' s  estate,  or 
order  a  reference  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  claim,  or  grant 
leave  to  sue.  It  is  a  contempt  of  court,  to  bring  an  action  against 
a  lunatic  as  a  defendant,  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  couit. 
WiUiaTTis  V.  Estate  of  Cameron,  26  Barb.  172 ;  Matter  of  Hop- 
ver,  6  Paige,  489.  But  until  office  found,  lunatics  may  be  sued 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  sane  person.  JffeUer  v.  Setter,  6  How. 
194.  The  same  rules  apply  to  idiots  and  habitual  drunkards  as 
defendants.  The  service  of  process  in  such  actions  is  regulated 
by  section '134  of  the  Code.    For  forms,  see  Leave  to  Sue,  etc. 
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d.  Infants,  Where  an  infant  is  a  party  to  an  action,  he  must 
appear  by  a  guardian  specially  appointed  for  the  action.  This 
guardian,  usually  called  a  guardian  ad  litems  must  be  appointed 
by  the  court  in  which  the  action  is  prosecuted,  or  by  a  judge  of 
the  court,  or  a  county  judge.  Code,  §  116.  The  manner  of  pro- 
curing the  appointment  of  a  guardian  for  an  infant  defendant, 
and  the  manner  of  procuring  the  service  of  the  summons  in  such 
cases,  is  specifically  described  in  the  Code,  and  may  be  found  in 
a  preceding  chapter  of  this  work,  See  Code,  §§  116,  134.  See, 
also,  anUi  109. 

The  requirement  of  the  Code  is  imperative,  and  an  infant  de- 
fendant, for  whom  no  guardian  ad  litem  has  been  appointed,  can- 
not waive  the  objection  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings. 
FairweatTier  v.  Satterly^  7  Rob.  546.  The  entry  of  judgment 
in  such  a  case  is  not  a  mere  irregularity,  but  an  error  in  fact,  and 
such  judgment  may  be  set  aside  on  motion.  McMwrray  v. 
McMurrayy  9  Abb.  N.  S.  316.  For  forms,  see  Leave  to  Sue, 
Appearance,  etc. 

e.  Convicts,  The  statute  provides,  that  a  person  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  in  a  State  prison  for  life,  shall  thereafter  be  deemed 
civilly  dead.  Also,  that  a  sentence  of  imprisonment  in  a  State 
prison,  for  any  term  less  than  life,  suspends  all  the  civil  rights  of 
the  person  so  sentenced,  and  forfeits  all  public  oflBces,  and  all 
private  trusts,  authority  or  power,  during  the  term  of  such  im- 
prisonment. 2  R.  S.  701,  §§  19,  20.  While  these  provisions  of 
the  statute  deprive  a  person  sentenced  to  a  State  prison,  either 
for  life  or  for  a  term  of  years,  of  all  rights  as  a  plaintiff  in  an 
action,  it  does  not,  on  the  other  hand,  free  him  from  all  liability 
as  a  defendant  therein.  The  situation  of  civiliter  mortuus  does 
not  protect  him  from  the  claims  of  private  individuals,  or  the 
necessities  of  public  justice.  The  statute  suspends  his  rights 
alone,  and  not  the  rights  of  others  against  him.  Though  he  may 
not  sue,  he  may  be  sued,  and  execution  issued  against  him. 
BarAs  V.  Duffle,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  478;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  64;  3 
Keyes,  606 ;  affirming  S.  C,  8  Bosw.  617.  So  any  person  impris- 
oned by  virtue  of  any  proceedings  in  a  civil  suit  may  be  sued 
and  prosecuted  to  judgment,  and  may  be  proceeded  against  in 
all  the  modes  prescribed  by  law,  to  enforce  civil  remedies,  as  if 
he  were  at  large.  Morris  v.  Walsh,  14  Abb.  387 ;  S.  C.,  9  Bosw, 
636. 
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/.  UnJcnovm  dtfendants.  It  often  occurs  that  it  is  necessary 
to  make  a  party  defendant  whose  name  is  unknown  to  the 
plaintiff.  For  such  cases,  the  Code  provides  that  the  defendant 
may  be  prosecuted  under  any  name,  and  when  the  true  name  is 
discovered,  the  pleadings  or  proceedings  may  be.  amended 
accordingly.    Code,  §  175. 

g.  Non-resideTU  defendants.  The  right  to  make  a  foreign 
corporation  a  party  defendant  in  an  action  has  been  briefly  dis- 
cussed in  a  preceding  article.  See  §  5,  &,  ante^  122.  The  Code  also 
makes  numerous  provisions  for  the  commencement  and  main- 
tenance of  actions  against  individual  non-residents,  and  prescribes 
how  jurisdiction  may  be  acquired  over  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty. The  service  of  process  on  non-residents,  the  provisional 
remedies  allowable  against  them,  and  the  general  practice  in 
actions  against  such  defendants,  will  be  found  discussed  at  length 
under  appropriate  heads.     See  Code,  §§  135,   179,  227,  415. 
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Section  1«  In  general.  Any  person  may  be  made  a  defendant, 
who  has  or  claims  an  interest  adverse  to  the  plaintifli  or  who  is 
a  necessary  party  to  a  complete  determination  or  settlement  of 
the  question  involved  therein.  Code,  §  118.  This  was  always  a 
general  rule  of  tjhancery .  See  Christie  v.  HerricJcj  1  Barb.  Ch. 
254,  260.  The  interest  referred  to  is  an  interest  involved  in  the 
issue,  and  necessarily  to  be  affected  by  the  decree.  Wendell  v. 
Van  Bensselaer^  1  Johns.  Ch,  344,  850.  As  the  court  will  not 
permit  several  plaintiffs  to  demand  by  one  complaint  several 
matters,  perfectly  distinct  and  unconnected,  against  one  defend- 
ant, so  it  will  not  permit  one  plaintiff  to  demand  several  matters 
of  different  natures  against  several  defendants.  But  where 
several  persons,  although  unconnected  with  each  other,  are  made 
defendants,  a  demurrer  will  not  lie  if  they  have  a  common  inter- 
est centering  in  the  point  in  issue  in  the  cause.  The  presence  of 
this  interest  is  a  test  of  the  proper  joinder  of  defendants. 
Fellows  V.  FeOxms^  4  Cow.  682.  Chancellor  Kent,  after  a  careful 
review  of  the  English  authorities,  deduced  from  the  cases  exam- 
ined, the  general  rule,  that  a  bill  against  several  persons  must 
relate  to  matters  of  the  same  nature  and  having  a  connection 
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with  each  other,  and  in  which  all  the  defendants  are  more  or  less 
concerned,  though  their  rights  in  respect  to  the  general  subject 
of  the  case  may  be  distinct.  Brinkerhoff  v.  Brown,  6  Johns.  Ch. 
130.  The  rule  is  clear,  and  the  only  difficulty  lies  in  its  appli- 
cation. 
Section  2.  In  real  actions. 

a.  In  actions  to  foreclose  a  mortgage.  In  actions  for  the  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage,  every  person  interested  in,  or  having  any 
title  to,  or  lien  upon,  an  estate,  if  acquired  subsequent  to  the 
mortgage,  must  b»e  made  a  party,  or  the  suit  will  result  in  but  a 
partial  determination  of  the  rights  involved,  and  the  title  obtained 
nnder  the  decree  will  be  defective.  Brainard  v.  Cooper,  10  N. 
T.  (6  Seld.)  356 ;  Gage  v.  Brewster,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  218 ;  Peor 
body  V-  Bdberts,  47  Barb.  91.  But  this  rule  applies  only  to 
jtmior  incumbrances.*  Strictly  speaking,  the  only  proper 
parties  to  an  action  of  foreclosure  are  the  mortgagor  and  the 
mortgagee,  and  those  who  have  acquired  rights  or  interests 
nnder  them  subsequent  to  the  mortgage.  The  mortgagee  has  no 
right  to  make  one  who  claims  adversely  to  the  title  of  the  mort- 
gagor, and  prior  to  the  mortgagee,  a  party  defendant  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  the  validity  of  his  adverse  claim  of  title.  Corning 
V.  SmUh,  6  N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  82 ;  Lewis  v.  Smith,  9  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.) 
602 ;  McHeynolds  v.  Munns,  2.  Keyes,  214.  But  the  plaintiff 
may  also  make  a  prior  incumbrancer  a  party  to  the  action,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  amount  of  such  incumbrances  liqui- 
date and  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  or  he  may,  at  his 
option,  have  the  premises  sold  subject  to  such  prior  incum- 
bismce.  Holcmnb  v.  HolcomJ),  2  Barb.  20.  The  court,  in  such 
cases,  allows  the  prior  incumbrancer  to  be  made  a  party,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  litigating  titles,  but  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  the  entire  estate  by  one  decree,  thus  preventing  a  multiplicity 
of  suits.  Chamberlain  v.  LyeU,  3  Mich.  448.  So  the  person  to 
whom  a  mortgagor  has  contracted  to  convey  the  mortgaged 
premises  is  a  proper,  although  not  a  necessary,  party  to  an 
action  for  the  foreclosure.  OrooJce  v.  OHiggins,  14  How.  154.  So 
an  assignee  or  purchaser,  pendente  lite,  is  not  a  necessary  party, 
but  may  be  brought  in  at  his  own  request.  Cleveland  v.  Boerum, 
3  Abb.  294;  S.  C,  27  Barb.  252 ;  23  id.  201 ;  affirmed,  24  N.  Y. 
(10  Smith)  613. 

b.  In  actions  qf  ^ectment.    The  proper  parties  defendant  in 

ao  action  of  ejectment,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
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Statutes,  were :  1st.  The  occupant,  when  the  premises  are  actually 
occupied ;  2d.  When  the  premises  are  not  actually  occupied, 
then  the  person  exercising  acts  of  ownership ;  or,  3d.  Any  per- 
son claiming  title  thereto  or  some  interest  therein  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit.  Taylor  v.  Crane^  15  How.  358 ;  People 
V.  AmbrecM^  11  Abb.  97 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  24  How.  610.  Previous 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Code  in  1867  it  was  held  that  the  char- 
acter and  form  of  the  action  of  ejectment  had  not  been  essen- 
tially changed  by  the  Code,  and  that  it  was  still  a  possessory 
action  to  be  brought  against  the  actual  occupant,  with  liberty  to 
any  party  claiming  an  interest  to  be  made  a  party  on  application. 
And  it  was  a  comparatively  well-settled  rule  that,  in  actions 
against  a  tenant  to  recover  land  held  by  him,  the  landlord,  or 
any  person  having  any  privity  of  estate  or  interest  with  the  land- 
lord or  tenant,  could  not  be  made  a  party  except  at  his  election 
and  on  his  own  application.  PvZen  v.  Reynolds^  22  How.  353 ; 
Van  Buren  v.  Cockhurn^  14  Barb.  118 ;  Godfrey  y.  TovmseTid^ 
8  How.  398.  See  Tompkins  v.  White^  id.  522 ;  Ames  v.  Har- 
per, 48  Barb.  66  ;  Aheel  v.  Van  Oelder,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  513  ; 
S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  99.  But  by  the  amendment  of  the  Code  in 
1867,  an  additional  clause  was  added  to  section  118,  providing 
that,  in  an  action  to  recover  the  possession  of  real  estate,  the 
landlord  and  tenant  thereof  may  be  joined  as  defendants ;  and 
any  person  claiming  title  or  a  right  of  possession  of  real  ejstate 
may  be  made  parties  plaintiff  or  defendant  as  the  case  may 
require.  This  undeniably  changes  the  former  rule.  All  tenants 
occupying  land  may  be  joined  as  defendants  in  an  action  to 
recover  possession  thereof.  Thus,  in  an  action  of  ejectment  for 
a  lot  alone,  upon  which  a  building  has  been  wrongfully  con- 
tinued after  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  all  parties  occupying 
separately  the  different  stories  of  the  building  may  be  made 
defendants  as  joint  trespassers  on  the  land  in  using  it  to  uphold 
the  building.  Pearce  v.  Ferris,  10  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  280.  So 
under  the  Code  as  amended,  the  landlord  or  any  person  claim- 
ing title  or  right  of  possession  may  be  joined  with  such  tenants 
as  co-defendants.    Code,  §  118. 

Section  3.  In  actions  for  torts. 

a.  Negligence.  The  liability  of  parties  for  a  joint  tort  is  either 
joint  or  several,  and  an  action  may  be  brought  against  such 
parties,  jointly  or  separately,  at  the  option  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
Waterhury  v.  Westervelt,  9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  598 ;  King  v.  Qrser, 
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4  Duer,  431 ;  Mchols  v.  Michael,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  264.  Thus 
both  principal  and  agent  may  be  made  defendants  in  an  action 
for  damages  for  a  personal  injury  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
the  agent  in  the  course  of  his  employment,  although  the  act  was 
done  in  the  absence  of  the  principal  {Phelps  \.  Wait,  30  N.  Y. 
[3  Tiff.]  78 ;  Creed  y.  Hartmann,  29  N.  Y.  [2  Tiff.]  591 ;  affirming 
S.  C,  8  Bosw.  123) ;  so  a  joint  action  may  be  maintained  against 
both  landlord  and  tenant  for  joint  negligence  in  the  use  of  the 
premises  leased.  Irvin  v.  Fowler,  5  Rob.  482 ;  S.  C,  4  id.  138. 
Master  and  servant  may  also  be  joined  in  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  the  negligence  of  the  .servant  {Mcmifort  v.  Hughes, 

3  E.  D.  Smith,  591 ;  Suydam  v.  Moore,  8  Barb.  358) ;  but  a  dis- 
tinction must  be  made  between  negligence  and  a  willful  injury  on 
the  part  of  the  servant.  Wright  v.  Wilcox,  19  Wend.  345.  So  a 
passenger  may  bring  a  joint  action  against  two  railroad  corpora- 
tions to  recover  damages  for  injuries  received  by  a  collision 
resulting  from  the  concurrent  negligence  of  both  companies. 
ColegroDe  v.  New  York  &  New  Haten  and  New  TorJc  &  Harlem 
Railroad  Companies,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  492;  affirming  6 
Duer,  382. 

6.  JoirU  trespass.  Where  two  or  more  persons  are  liable  for 
one  and  the  same  trespass,  the  party  aggrieved  has  his  election 
to  prosecute  both  in  one  action,  or  to  sue  them  separately. 
Kasson  v.  People  ex  rel.  Pease,  44  Barb.  347.  Thus,  a  sheriff 
being  liable  for  the  misfeasance  of  his  deputy,  both  may  be 
joined  in  an  action  for  a  trespass  committed  by  the  latter. 
WcUerhury  v.  WesterveU,  9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  598 ;  King  v.  Orser, 

4  Duer,  431. 

c.  Conversion.  Where  a  party  has  obtained  possession  of 
goods  by  fraud  and  transferred  them  by  assignment  to  another, 
both  assignor  and  assignee  may  be  joined  in  an  action  for  the 
wrong.    See  Nichols  v.  Michael,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  264. 

d.  Slander  and  lihel.  As  a  general  rule,  an  action  for  slander 
will  not  lie  against  two,  though  an  action  for  composing  and 
publishing  a  libel  may.  Forsyth  v.  Edmiston,  2  Abb.  430; 
S.  C,  6  Duer,  653 ;  Thomas  v.  Rumsey,  6  Johns.  26. 

e.  Husband  and  wife.  As  to  the  joinder  of  husband  and  wife  in 
actions  for  the  tort  of  the  wife,  see  Married  women,  ante,  124, 126. 

Section  4.    Persons  liable  on  the  same  instrument. 
a.  In  general.    At  common  law,  a  joint  action  could  not  be 
maintained  against  parties  upon  covenants  entered  into  by  them 
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severally ;  and  when  the  covenant  was  joint  and  several,  it  was 
necessary  to  treat  the  action  as  joint  as  to  all,  or  several  as  to 
all,  or,  in  other  words,  to  join  all  the  parties  to  the  covenant  as 
defendants  in  one  action,  or  to  bring  as  many  actions  upon  the 
covenant  as  there  were  parties  thereto.  It  was  not  allowable  to 
sue  a  part  jointly,  and  others  severally.  De  Bidder  v.  Schermer- 
Tiorn,  10  Barb.  638.  But,  under  the  Code,  persons  severally 
liable  upon  the  same  obligation  or  instrument,  including  the 
parties  to  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  notes,  may  all,  or 
any  of  them,  be  included  in  the  same  action  at  the  option  of  the 
plaintiff.  Code,  §  120.  This  provision  of  the  Code  does  not  in 
any  way  afibct  or  change  the  liabilities  of  the  several  parties  to 
the  instrument.  It  does  not  change  a  several  liability  into. a 
joint  liability,  but,  for  the  convenience  of  the  plaintiff,  permits 
him  to  sue  all  parties  to  the  note  in  a  single  action.  Alfred  v. 
Watkins,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  343.  Thus  the  contract  of  the 
indorser  of  a  note  is  independent  and  distinct  from  that  of  the 
maker,  and,  although  the  statute  gives  the  right  to  join  them  in 
a  single  suit,  it  preserves  the  relations  of  the  parties  and  does 
not  make  them  joint  debtors.  See  Farmers^  Bank  of  Amster- 
dam  V.  Blair y  44  Barb.  641 ;  Kelsey  v.  Bradbury,  21  id.  531 ; 
affirming  S.  C,  12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  222.  This  provision  of  the 
Code  is  not  confined  to  the  original  parties  to  the  same  instru- 
ment,  but  extends  to  their  personal  representatives.  Thus  the 
executor  of  an  indorser,  and  the  maker  of  a  note  may  be  joined 
as  defendants  in  an  action  on  the  note,  although  they  are  chai^d 
in  different  capacities,  since  they  are  liable  on  the  same  instra- 
ment. Churchill  V.  Trapp,  3  Abb.  306.  The  case  would  be 
different,  however,  were  the  original  liability  joint  instead  of 
several,  and  the  maker  solvent  Morehouse  v.  BaUoUy  16  Barb. 
289;  Voorhisv.  Baxter,  18  id.  692;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  43;  Yorks 
V.  Peck,  14  Barb.  644 ;  HvXbert  v.  Ferguson,,  40  How.  474. 

This  section  of  the  Code  applies  to  bonds  as  well  as  notes. 
^1  or  any  of  the  parties  severally  liable  on  a  bond  may  be 
joined  in  the  same  action.  Brainard  v.  Jones,  11  How.  669  ; 
Quigley  v.  Walter,  2  Sweeny,  176.  So  a  joint  action  will  lie 
under  this  section  against  a  lessor  and  one  who  is  a  party  to  the 
lease,  and  therein  guarantees  the  performance  of  the  lessor's 
covenants.     Carman  v.  Plass,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  286. 

But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  prior  to  the  Code,  persons 
who  were  only  severally  liable  could  not  be  joined  in  the  same 
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action  as  parties  defendant,  and  that  the  only  exception  to  the  old 
role  is  contained  in  section  120  of  the  Code.  This  section  only 
authorizes  the  joinder  of  parties  severally  liable  upon  the  saTne 
obligation  or  instrument.  Its  application  must  not  be  extended 
beyond  its  legal  intent.  Le  Roy  v.  Shdwy  2  Duer,  626 ;  Strong 
V.  Wheatan,  38  Barb.  616. 

^Thus,  the  guarantor  and  the  maker  of  a  promissory  note  must 
not  be  joined  in  the  same  action  as  defendants,  as  a  promissory 
note  and  a  guaranty  of  payment  written  upon  it  are  diflferent 
instruments,  and  impose  distinct  and  different  obligations.  Brew- 
ster V.  Silence,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  207 ;  Allen  v,  Fosgate,  11  How. 
218 ;  LeRoy  v.  Shaw,  2  Duer,  626 ;  DeRidder  v.  ScTiemierhom, 
10  Barb.  638.  The  fiact  that  the  note  and  the  contract  of  guar- 
anty are  upon  the  same  paper  does  not  bring  the  case  within  the 
provisions  of  the  section.  Phalen  v.  Dingee,  4  E.  D.  Smith, 
379 ;  QovM  v.  Moring,  28  Barb.  444.  See  Church  v.  Brown, 
21 N.  Y.  (7  Smith)  315.  The  same  principle  would  also  prevent 
the  joining  of  the  indorser  and  maker  of  a  note,  or  the  drawer 
and  acceptor  of  a  bUl  of  exchange,  were  it  not  that  special  pro- 
vision is  made  for  such  cases  in  section  120.  Carman  v.  Plass, 
23  If.  Y,  (9  Smith)  286.  But  the  section  does  not  authorize  the 
joinder  of  the  parties  to  a  note  in  an  action  arising  out  of  but 
not  directly  upon  the  note.  Thus,  an  indorser  who  has  been 
defeated  in  a  suit  upon  a  note  cannot  join  prior  indorsers,  in 
an  action  to  recover  the  amount  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay. 
Barker  v.  Ca^sidy,  16  Barb.  177.  So,  altho\igh  the  section  ap- 
plies to  obligations  as  well  as  instruments  on  which  the  parties 
are  severally  liable,  the  word  "  obligation"  must  be  confined  to 
its  legal  meaning,  and  construed  to  embrace  those  securities  only 
which  are  known  in  the  law  as  bonds.  Its  meaning  cannot  be 
extended  to  embrace  a  cause  of  action  not  evidenced  by  a  writ- 
ing. Strong  v.  WheaJUm,  38  Barb.  616.  It,  however,  includes 
obligations  in  the  nature  of  a  bond,  as  undertakings,  etc.  lb. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

WHO  MUST  BE  JOIXED  AS  DEFENDANTS. 

SeetioB  1.  All  persons  united  in  interest. 

a.  In  general    The  Code  gives  the  general  rule  that,  of  the 
parties  to  the  action,  thos^  who  are  united  in  interest  must  be 
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joined  as  plaintiflfe  or  defendants.  Code,  §  119.  It  is  probable 
that  this  union  of  interest  refers  to  such  cases  as  those  of  joint- 
tenants,  co-trustee,  partners,  joint-owners  or  joint-contractors, 
simply,  where  a  separate  judgment  in  favor  of  one  would  not  be 
proper  in  the  case  as  staled  in  the  complaint.  The  Code  has  not 
fixed  any  standard,  for  that  union  of  interest  am.ong  parties 
defendant,  which  renders  their  joinder  in  an  action  compulsory. 
Probably  the  common-law  rule  is  the  best  test  of  proper  joinder 
in  such  cases,  and  if,  according  to  the  established  practice  of  the 
common-law  courts,  an  action  could  have  been  maintained  against 
the  defendants  severally,  their  joinder  in  one  action  under  the 
Code  is  not  compulsory.  See  Jones  v.  Felch^  3  Bosw.  63.  As 
to  the  nature  of  that  interest,  see  Articles  4  and  9  of  this  chapter. 

Section  2.  Exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

a.  Where  parties  are  nurrierous^  etc.  Where  the  question  in 
litigation  is  one  of  common  or  general  interest  of  many  persons, 
or  when  the  parties  are  very  numerous  and  it  may  be  impracti- 
cable to  bring  them  before  the  court,  one  or  more  may  sue  or 
defend  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.    Code,  §  119.    See  ante^  117. 

6.  Residents  and  non-residents.  Where  an  action  is  brought 
upon  a  joint  indebtedness,  and  the  obligation  of  each  joint 
debtor  extends  to  the  whole  demand,  the  plaintiff  is  not  com- 
pelled to  join,  as  defendants,  any  of  such  debtors  as  may  reside 
out  of  the  State.  Thus,  where  a  copartnership  is  composed  of 
resident  and  non-resident  partners,  it  is  .unnecessary  to  join  in 
an  action  against  the  partnership  the  partners  who  are  non-resi- 
dents. Brown  v.  BirdsaU^  29  Barb.  649 ;  Darweni  v.  Walton^  2 
Atk.  610.  But  where  non-residents  have  rights  wholly  distinct 
from  those  of  the  resident  parties,  they  must  be  joined  as  defend- 
ants. Thus,  where  a  judgment  creditor  attempts  to  reach 
moneys  due  upon  a  mortgage  which  he  alleges  has  been  fraudu- 
lently assigned  by  the  debtor,  the  assignee  of  the  mortgage  must 
be  lAade  a  party,  although  he  resides  out  of  the  State.  Oray  v. 
Schenck,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  460. 

Section  3.  In  real  actions. 

a.  Actions  of  foreclosure.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
rule  that  there  can  be  no  foreclosure  nor  redemption  unless  all 
the  parties  entitled  to  the  mortgage  money  are  before  the  court. 
The  court  acts  upon  the  principle  that  the  rights  of  no  man  shall 
be  finally  decided  in  a  court  of  justice  unless  he  himself  be 
present,  or  at  least  until  he  has  had  a  full  opportunity  to  appear 
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and  vindicate  his  rights.  A  decree  in  a  foreclosure  suit  is  bind- 
ing only  upon  such  parties.   Denton  v.  Nanny^  8  Barb.  618,  624, 

The  owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption  is  of  course  a  necessary 
party ;  and  this  is  true  even  though  he  owns  the  right  by  virtue 
of  a  deed  unrecorded  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
suit  and  of  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  lis  pendens  {Hall  v.  Nel^ 
soTi,  14  How.  32 ;  S.  C,  23  Barb.  88 ;  Cfriswold  v.  Fowler,  6  Abb. 
113) ;  so  the  wife  of  the  mortgagor  is  a  necessary  party  in  order 
to  bar  her  right  of  dower,  even  when  the  mortgage  is  given  to 
secure  the  payment'  of  the  purchase-money.  Mills  v.  Van 
Voorhies,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  412 ;  S.  C,  10  Abb.  162 ;  Denton  v. 
Nanny^  8  Barb.  618 ;  Vartie  v.  tfTiderwood,  18  id.  561.  The 
same  rule  applies  to  the  wife  of  the  grantee  of  the  mortgagor 
{MiUs  V.  VanVoorhies,  10  Abb.  162;  S.  C,  20  IS.  Y.  (6  Smith) 
412 ;  23  Barb.  125) ;  so  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale  must  be 
made  a  party  to  a  foreclosure  suit,  although  he  does  not  get  his 
deed  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  action.  N.  Y.  Life 
Ins.  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Bailey,  3  Edw.  Ch.  416.  Where  the  equity 
of  redemption  has  been  conveyed  to  the  trustees  of  a  cor- 
poration, in  trust  or  for  the  use  of  the  corporation,  such 
trustees  are  not  necessary  parties.  But  had  no  use  or  trust  been 
declared  in  the  deed»  and  an  absolute  and  unrestricted'  convey- 
ance made  to  the  trustees  as  mere  descriptio  personarum,  the 
trustees  would  then  be  necessary  parties,  as  the  title  would  be 
vested  in  them.  Case  v.  Price,  9  Abb.  Ill ;  S.,C.,  17  How.  348. 
All  incumbrancers  existing  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit  must 
be  made  parties,  or  their  rights  will  not  be  affected  by  the  decree 
and  sale  thereon.  Ensworth  v.  Lambert,  4  Johns.  Ch.  605. 
And,  in  general,  the  proper  parties  to  an  action  of  foreclosure 
are  the  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  and  those  who  have  acquired 
rights  or  interests  under  them  subsequent  to  the  mortgage. 
Eagle  Fire  Co.  v.  LerU,  6  Paige,  635  ;  S.  C,  1  Edw.  Ch.  301. 

6.  Action  for  partition.  A  decree  for  a  partition  cannot  be 
made  unless  all  the  persons  interested  in  the  premises  are  made 
parties  to  the  suit.  All  tenants  in  common  are  indispensable 
parties,  and  by  the  strict  rules  of  law  all  persons  must  be  made 
parties,  who  have  by  any  means  or  contingency  an  interest  in 
the  premises.  Burhans  v.  Burhans,  2  Barb.  Ch.  398 ;  Ripple 
V.  Chilbom^  8  How.  456.  Thus,  a  widow  entitled  to  dower  in  an 
undivided  share  of  premises,  held  in  common,  is  a  necessary 
party  in  an  action  for  partition.    But  judgment  creditors  and 
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other  incumbrancers  are  not  proper  parties,  even  where  a  sale  of 
the  premises  is  decreed,  as  the  purchaser  at  such  sale  takes  the 
premises  subject  to  the  incumbrances.  Sebring  v.  Mersereatij  9 
Cow.  344.  See  Sears  v.  Hyer,  1  Paige,  483 ;  Wotten  v.  Copelandj 
7  Johns.  Ch.  140.  See  Whitton  v.  Whittm,  38  N.  H.  (1  Chand.) 
134.  The  true  rule  is  that  no  persons  are  to  be  made  parties 
except  those  who  have  a  present  interest  in  the  premises. 
Sebring  v.  Mersereau^  9  Cow.  344. 
Section  4.  Actions  against  partnerships. 

a.  OeneraZ  partnerships.  In  actions  against  partnerships 
all  known  partners  must  be  joined  as  defendants.  Wooster  v. 
Chamberlinj  28  Barb.  602.  But  where  credit  is  given  to  a  firm 
supposed  to  consist  of  a  certain  number  of  i)ersons,  the  ])er8on8 
extending  such  credit  may  sue  the  known  partners  without 
joining  others  unknown  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  on  which 
the  suit  is  founded,  and  whose  connection  with  the  firm  was  in 
no  way  notorious  or  disclosed.  Brown  v.  Birdsallj  29  Barb. 
549 ;  BurUnU  r.  Post,  1  Bosw.  28 ;  JH^arth  v.  BlosSj  30  N.  Y. 
(3  Tiff.)  374.  So  the  executor  of  a  deceased  partner  cannot  be 
joined  as  a  party  defendant  with  the  surviving  partner  in  an 
action  for  a  partnership  debt,  unless  it  is  shown  that  the  surviv- 
ing partiier  is  insolvent.  Voorhis  v.  Child! s  Eccecutor^  17  N.  Y. 
(3  Smith)  354 ;  Hichter  v.  PopperihatLsen^  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand) 
373 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  263. 

b.  Limited  partnerships.  In  actions  against  limited  partner* 
ships  the  general  partners  only  are  necessary  defendants,  and  an 

if  there  were  no  special  partners.  But  where  the  name  of  any 
special  partner  is  used  in  the  firm  with  his  privity  he  must  be 
deemed  a  general  partner.  1  R.  S.  766,  §§  13,  14.  See  Ward  v. 
Newell,  4St  Barb.  482 ;  S.  C,  28  How.  102 ;  Madison  Co.  Bank  v. 
Gould,  5  Hill,  309 ;  Schvlten  v.  Lord,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  206. 

c.  Actions  between  firms  having  a  common  partner.  An 
action  at  common  law  could  not  be  maintained  by  one  firm 
against  another  firm  having  a  partner  common  to  both,  on  the 
principle  that  no  person  can  be  allowed  to  sue  himself,  or  that 
the  same  person  could  not  be  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  in 
the  same  action.  Englis  v.  Fumiss,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  587 ;  S,  C, 
2  Abb.  333.  Such  an  action  could,  however,  be  maintained  in 
equity.  But^  under  the  present  practice,  all  distinctions  between 
law  and  equity  being  abolished,  such  an  action  may  be  main* 
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tained,  whether  the  c^-use  of  action  or  defense  is  of  a  legal  or  an 
equitable  nature.  Cole  v,  Heynolds,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  74; 
Kingsland  v.  Braisted^  2  Lans.  17. 

Section  5.  Persons  in  an  indiTidnal  and  persons  in  a  repre- 
sentatire  character.    • 

a.  In  general.  It  may  be  laid  down,  as  a  general  rule,  that  in 
actions  merely  personal,  for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  defend- 
ants primarily  and  personally  liable  cannot  be  joined  with  others 
liable  only  in  a  representative  capacity.  Union  Bank  v.  Motfj 
27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  633 ;  Gardner  v.  Walker,  22  How.  406 ; 
Voarhis  v.  Chiles  Bxecutor,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  356.  When 
parties  are  jointly  and  severally  liable,  either  for  torts  or  upon 
contracts,  the  ])ersonal  representatives  of  the  deceased  parties 
may  be  proceeded  against  by  action  at  the  same  time  with 
actions  against  the  surviving  parties,  but  it  must  be  by  separate 
actions  and  not  by  joining  both  classes  of  defendants  in  one  action, 
lb.  Neither  can  the  executor  of  a  deceased  joint  debtor  be 
joined  as  a  defendant  with  the  survivor  in  an  action  at  law  on 
the  joint  obligation.  Voorhis  v.  Child?  s  Executor,  17  N.  Y. 
(3  Smith)  364 ;  JRichter  v.  Poppenhausen,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  263 ;  8. 
C,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  373 ;  Mne  v.  Righter,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  386. 
It  is  not  certain  that  such  joinder  would  be  allowable  in  equity. 
Thus  the  executor  of  a  deceased  partner  becomes  liable  for  a 
partnership  debt,  only  on  proof  that  the  survivor  is  insolvent, 
and  that  the  creditor  has  exhausted  his  remedy  at  law  against 
him  {BanJc  of  Cooperstown  v.  Corlies,  1  Abb.  N.  S.  412) ;  but 
whether,  in  an  action  for  a  partnership  debt,  and  on  a  complaint 
setting  forth  the  inability  of  the  plaintiff  to  obtain  satisfaction 
from  the  survivor,  the  executor  of  a  deceased  partner  may  be 
joined  with  the  survivor*  because  of  his  interest  in  contesting 
the  allegation  of  insolvency,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
the  equities  between  the  partnership  estate  and  that  of  its  mem- 
bers in  one  action  and  judgment,  is  unsettled  by  the  cases.  See 
Voarhis  v.  Child:' s  Bxeeutor,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  364 ;  Biper  v. 
Poppenhatiseny  43  N.  Y.  (4  Hand)  68.  But  executors  and 
parties  in  an  individual  capacity  may  undoubtedly  be  joined 
in  real  actions.  Thus,  in  an  action  brought  against  executors  to 
reoover  a  legacy  claimed  under  the  will  and  charged  upon  the 
leal  estate,  all  persons  interested  in  the  residue,  as  the  widow 
and  heirs  at  law,  should  be  made  defendants.  TonnelU  v.  Hall, 
8  Abb.  206.     See   Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
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Auburn  Y.  Kellogg,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  83,;  reversing  S.  C,  20 
Barb.  323 ;  Richtmyer  v.  RicMmyer,  60  id.  66,  60. 

ft.  Cestui  que  trust  and  trustee.  Trustees  of  an  express  trust 
may  defend  without  joining  the  cestui  que  trust  Mead  v. 
Mitchell,  6  Abb.  92,  106 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  210. 

c.  Receiver  and  owner  of  trust  fund,  A  receiver  must  not 
be  joined  as  a  party  defendant  in  an  action  against  the  original 
owners  of  the  trust  fund,  unless  some  relief  is  prayed  or  some 
cause  of  action  is  shown  against  the  receiver,  Arnold  v.  Suffolk 
Bank,  27  Barb.  424.  But  in  a  creditor's  suit,  maintained  by 
judgment  creditors  on  their  own  account,  to  set  aside,  as  fraudu- 
lent, and  to  declare  void  a  mortgage,  a  receiver  previously 
appointed  may  be  made  defendant  on  the  ground  that  he  will 
not  act,  or  that  he  neglects  to  act,  in  the  premises.  Gere  v.  Dib- 
ble, 17  How.  31.    See  Bennett  v.  McOuire,  68  Barb.  626. 

d.  Assignor  and  assignee.  The  assignor  and  assignee  must 
be  joined  as  defendants  in  a  creditor's  suit  instituted  to  set  aside, 
as  fraudulent,  a  prior  assignment  made  for  the  benefit  of  credit- 
ors. Lawrence  v.  Bank  of  the  Republic,  36  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  320 ; 
S.  C,  31  How.  602 ;  4  Abb.  N.  S.  134 ;  Beardsley  Scythe  Co.  v. 
Foster,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  661 ;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  216 ;  34  How. 
97 ;  Wallace  v.  Eaton,  6  id.  99 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  K.  161 ;  Reed 
V.  Stryker,  12  Abb.  47. 

Section  6.  Parties  to  fraudulent  conveyances.  Where  a  debtor, 
with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors,  has  conveyed  his  estate,  in 
separate  parcels,  to  different  individuals,  all  such  grantees 
should  be  made  defendants  in  an  action  to  set  aside  such  con- 
veyances, altiiough  there  is  no  privity  between  them.  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  authorize  such  joinder  that  there  is  a  privity  between 
each  of  them  and  the  debtor,  and  that  they  have  each  an  interest 
in  the  controversy.  Reed  v.  Stryker,  12  Abb.  47 ;  Newbould  v. 
Warrin,  14  id.  80 ;  Durand  v.  Hanker  son,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiff.) 
287 ;  Morton  v.  Weil,  33  Barb.  30 ;  S.  C,  11  Abb.  421 ;  Sage  v. 
Mosher,  28  Barb.  287.  This  rule  applies  although  a  part  of 
such  grantees  are  non-residents.  Oray  v.  Schenck,  4  N.  Y.  (4 
Comst.)  460.  The  judgment  debtor  is  also  a  necessary  party. 
Lawrence  v.  BanJc  of  the  Republic,  36  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  320 ;  S.  C, 
31  How.  602 ;  Beardsley  Scythe  Co.  v.  Foster,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.) 
561 ;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  216 ;  34  How.  97 ;  Wallace  v.  Eaton^ 
6  id.  99 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  161.  But  a  party  who  has  inno- 
cently accepted  a  deed  of  the  property  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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alleged  fraudulent  grantee,  and  who  has  conveyed  in  accordance 
with  the  trust,  is  not  a  necessary  party.  Spicer  v.  Hunter^  14 
Abb.  4. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DEFEiTDANT'S  EEMEDT  AGAINST  EEROE. 

Seetion  1.  Non-joinder  of  parties  defendant.  It  is  the  right  of 
a  party  who  is  sued  to  require  that  any  other  person  jointly 
liable  with  him  for  the  debt  shall  be  made  a  co-defendant.  The 
omission  of  a  plaintiff  to  stie  all  the  joint  contractors,  in  an 
action  on  a  joint  contract  may  be  set  up  as  a  defense,  and  will 
famish  a  complete  defense  to  the  suit.  WoosterY.  Ghamber- 
lin^  28  Barb.  602.  The  remedy  of  the  defendant,  against  an 
omission  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  join  all  necessary  par 
ties  defendant,  is  by  demurrer  where  the  defect  appears  upon 
the  face  of  the  complaint,  and  by  answer  where  it  does  not  so 
appear.  Code,  §§  144,  147;  Eaton  v.  Balcom^  33  How.  80; 
Brainard  v.  Jones ^  11  id.  569 ;  Scofield  v.  Van  SycJcle^  23  id. 
97.  But  before  the  defendant  can  demur  for  want  of  parties,  it 
must  appear  that  his  interest  requires  that  such  other  party 
Bhould  be  made  a  defendant.  Newbould  v.  Warrin^  14  Abb.  80 ; 
Eillman  v.  Hillman^  14  How.  456.  In  determining  whether  a 
demurrer  for  a  defect  of  parties  is  well  taken,  the  rule  as  given 
in  section  122  of  the  Code  should  be  applied.  If  the  court  can 
determine  the  controversy  before  it  without  prejudice  to  the 
rights  of  others,  or  by  saving  their  rights,  then  a  demurrer  for 
non-joinder  of  such  parties  is  not  well  taken.  But  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  complete  determination  of  the  controversy  cannot 
be  had  without  the  presence  of  other  parties,  then  the  demurrer 
is  well  taken.  Wallace  v.  Eaton^  5  How.  99;  S.  C,  3  Code  R. 
161.    See  Jones  v.  Felch^  3  Bosw.  63. 

Seetion  2.  Misjoinder  of  parties  defendant.  The  joinder  of  too 
many  parties  as  defendants,  when  there  is  no  misjoinder  of  sub- 
jects, is  not  a  ground  of  demurr^  by  any  one  of  them  against 
whom  the  plaintiff  states  a  good  cause  of  action.  New  York  & 
New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Schuyler,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  692,  604. 
A  demurrer  will  not  life  under  subdivision  4  of  section  144  of  the 
Code  for  a  misjoinder  of  parties.  Richtmyer  v.  Richtmyer,  60 
Barb.  55 ;  People  v.  Mayor  of  New  York,  8  Abb.  7 ;  S.  C,  28  Barb. 
240 ;  17  How.  56 ;  PincJcney  v.  Wallace,  1  Abb.  82.    But  if  it 
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appears  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint  that  no  cause  of  action 
is  stp.ted  in  the  complaint  as  to  one  of  the  defendants,  he  may 
make  this  the  ground  of  a  special  demurrer  to  the  complaint 
under  subdivision  6  of  that  section,  as  not  stating  facts  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  as  to  him.  If  the  objection  is  not 
raised  by  demurrer,  or  does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
complaint,  it  may  be  raised  upon  the  trial  and  the  complaint 
may  be  dismissed  as  to  the  defendant  against  whom  no  cause  of 
action  is  stated.  Palmer  v.  Da^u,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  242; 
Brownson  v.  Qifford^  8  How.  389.  This  will  in  no  way  affect 
the  other  parties  to  the  action,  except  that  it  will  impose  upon 
the  plaintiffs  the  necessity  of  paying  the  costs  of  the  defendant 
unnecessaxUy  joined. 


, .  ARTICLE  XI. 

•  CHANGE  OF  PABTIE8. 

Section  1.  ^  death. 

a.  Death  of  sole  plaintiff  under  former  practice.  Under  the 
former  practice,  the  death  of  one  of  several  plaintiffs  before  a 
verdict  had  been  rendered  in  the  action,  or  between  the  rendition 
of  such  verdict  and  a  judgment  thereon,  did  not  have  the  effect 
of  abating  the  action,  if  the  cause  of  action  survived  to  the  sur- 
viving plaintiffs.  So  the  death  of  one  of  several  defendants, 
when  occurring  before  a  final  judgment,  did  not  abate  the  action, 
but,  on  the  suggestion  of  such  death  on  the  record,  the  action 
might  proceed  against  the  surviving  defendants.  In  the  same 
manner  the  action  might  be  continued  by  the  surviving  plaintiffs. 
2  R.  S.  386,  §  1  (401). 

So,  if  a  sole  plaintiff  died  after  an  interlocutory  judgment,  and 
before  a  final  judgment  obtained  thereon,  the  action  did  not  abate 
if  it  might  have  been  originally  prosecuted  by  the  executors  or 
administrators  of  the  plaintiff ;  but  a  scire  facias  might  issue 
in  behalf  of  such  executors  or  administrators  against  the  defend- 
ant to  show  cause  why  the  damages  in  such  action  should  not 
be  assessed  and  recovered.  2  R.  S.  386,  §  2  (402).  The  same 
rule  applied  on  the  death  of  a  sole  defendant  at  the  same  stage 
of  the  action ;  and  the  plaintiff  might  have  a  scire  facias  against 
the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  defendant  to  show  cause 
why  the  damages  in  such  action  should  not  be  assessed  and 
recovered.    2  R.  S.  387,  §  3  (402). 
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The  statute  also  provided  that  after  a  verdict  had  been  ren- 
dered in  an  action,  and  after  a  plea  of  confession  in  a  suit 
brought,  if  either  party  died  before  judgment  had  been  actually 
entered  thereon,  the  court  might,  within  two  years  after  such 
verdict  or  plea,  enter  judgment  in  the  names  of  the  original 
parties.  lb.  §  4. 

But  the  statute  did  not  authorize  the  entry  of  a  judgment 
against  any  party  who  may  have  died  before  a  verdict  has  been 
actually  rendered  against  him,  but  declared  all  judgments  so 
entered  void.  lb.  §  6. 

The  statute  also  declared  in  what  manner  proceedings  for  the 
partition  of  lands  could  be  continued  after  the  death  of  one  or 
more  plaintiffs  or  defendants ;  and  also  declared  the  effect  of  the 
marriage  of  a  female  plaintiff  or  defendant  on  an  action  pending, 
and  prescribed  the  manner  in  which  an  action  commenced  by  a 
public  officer,  in  his  official  capacity,  might  be  continued  after 
his  death. 

h.  Under  the  Code.  The  Code  has  provided  for  the  same  class 
of  cases  by  declaring  that  no  action  shaD.  abate  by  the  death, 
marriage  or  other  disability  of  a  party,  or  by  the  transfer  of  any 
interest  therein,  if  the  cause  of  action  survive  or  continue ;  but 
that,  in  case  of  death,  marriage  or  other  disability  of  a  party, 
the  court,  on  motion,  at  any  time  within  one  year  thereafter,  or 
afterward  on  a  supplemental  complaint,  may  allow  the  action  to 
be  continued  by  or  against  his  representative  or  successor  in 
interest    Code,  §  121. 

Under  this  provision  of  the  Code,  the  representatives  of  a 
deceased  sole  plaintiff  may  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the 
deceased  in  every  case  where  the  cause  of  action  survives.  Pot- 
ter Y.Van  VraTiken,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  619 ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App. 
73. 

But  until  this  substitution  has  been  properly  effected,  no  fur- 
ther proceedings  can  be  had  in  the  cause,  nor  can  any  judgment, 
order  or  decree  be  entered  unless  it  would,  in  effect,  put  an  end 
to  the  suit.  Thus,  where  a  plaintiff  has  moved  to  strike  out  the 
answer  of  the  defendant,  but  has  died  between  the  hearing  on 
the  motion  and  the  granting  of  the  order  by  the  court,  the  entry 
of  an  order  striking  out  the  answer,  before  an  order  has  been 
obtained  reviving  the  suit  in  the  name  of  the  proper  party,  will 
be  not  only  unauthgrized  but  void.  But  where  a  cause  has 
been  submitted  on  a  final  hearing,  and  the  parties  have  been 
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fully  heard,  and  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  done  by  either  parly 
in  the  presentation  or  defense  of  the  cause,  the  court,  being  pos- 
sessed of  the  whole  case,  may  make  its  decree ;  and  if,  after 
that,  something  remains  to  be  done,  as  to  enforce  the, decree, 
there  must  be  a  revivor.  Heedv.  Butler j  11  Abb.  128 ;  Scranton 
V.  Baxter,  3  Sandf.  660 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  88 ;  Kissam  v. 
Hamilton,  20  How.  369 ;  Burhans  v.  BurTians,  10  Wend.  602 ; 
EMe  V.  Moyer,  8  How.  244.  Judgment  may  be  entered  upon  a 
report  of  a  referee,  although  the  plaintiff  die  between  the  signing 
of  the  report  and  the  entry  of  judgment ;  but  judgment  could 
not  be  entered  on  a  report  unsigned  at  the  time  of  the  plaintiff's 
death.  lb.  So,  after  a  regular  decree  in  a  foreclosure  suit,  the 
referee  may  go  on  and  sell  the  premises  in  pursuance  of  the 
decree,  and  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser,  though  the  plaintiff 
die  before  the  completion  of  the  sale  and  the  execution  of  the 
deed.  Lynde  v.  ODonnell,  12  Abb.  286;  S.  C,  21  How.  34. 
So  an  execution  may  be  enforced  after  the  death  of  a  plaintiff, 
without  revivor,  if  the  execution  had  been  previously  delivered 
to  the  sheriff,  even  though  no  actual  levy  had  been  made  at  the 
time  of  such  death.  See  Center  v.  BilUnghurst,  1  Cow.  33; 
Becker  v.  Becker,  47  Barb.  497 ;  Bellinger  v.  Ford,  14  id.  260. 
See  Lynde  v.  O  Donnell,  12  Abb.  286 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  34. 

c.  When  a  cause  of  action  sicrvives  or  cordinues.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Code  in  relation  to  the  revival  of  an  action  after 
the  death  of  a  party  are  in  all  cases  qualified  by  the  modifying 
clause,  *'if  the  cause  of  action  survive  or  continue. ^^  A  cause 
of  action  survives  to  the  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased 
plaintiff,  in  all  cases  where  the  act  or  omission  which  forms  the 
subject  of  the  action  has  injuriously  affected  tlie  estate  of  the 
deceased.  This  rule  applies  to  actions  ex  delicto  as  well  as  to 
actions  ex  contractu.  Thus,  it  is  provided  by  statute,  that  for 
wrongs  done  to  the  property,  rights  or  interests  of  another,  fop 
which  an  action  might  be  maintained  against  the  wrong-doer, 
such  action  may  be  brought  by  the  person  injured,  or,  after  his 
death,  by  his  executors  or  administrators  against  such  wrong- 
doer, and  after  his  death  against  his  executors  or  administrators, 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  like  effect,  in  all  respects,  as 
actions  founded  upon  contracts.    2  R.  S.  447,  §  1  (467). 

But  the  statute  expressly  limits  the  application  of  the  above 
provision  by  providing  that  these  provisiojis  shall  not  extend  to 
actions  for  slander,  for  libel,  or  to  actions  of 'assault  and  battery 
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or  false  imprisonment,  nor  to  actions  on  the  case  for  injuries  to 
the  person  of  the  plaintiJff,  or  to  the  person  of  the  testator  or 
intestate  of  the  executor  or  administrator.     2  R.  S.  448,  §  2  (467). 

The  construction  of  this  statute  has  already  been  given  in  a 
previous  section.  See  Parties  Plaintiffs  ante^  91,  92,  94; 
Haight  v.  Hayt,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  464 ;  Graves  v.  Spier,  68 
Barb.  349;  Fried  v.  N.  T.  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  26  How.  286; 
Doedt  V.  Wiswall,  15  id.  128 ;  Tertore  v.  Wiswall,  16  id.  8. 

An  action  continues  to  a  representative  or  successor  in  interest 
whenever  the  right  of  action  vests  by  law,  on  the  death  of  a* 
plaintiff,  in  the  surviving  owners  of  the  same  demand.  Thus, 
in  an  action  brought  by  a  partnership  the  cause  of  action  does 
not  go  to  the  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased  plaintiff, 
but  remains  or  continues  in  the  surviving  plaintiffs.  See  Taylor 
V.  Church,  9  How.  190 ;  S.  C,  12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  166 ;  Wil- 
liaTnson  v.  Moore,  6  Sandf.  647.  . 


Poems. 

The  following  forms  of  affidavits  and  orders  may  be  useful  on 
an  application  for  an  order  continuing  an  action  after  the  death 
of  a  sole  plaintiff : 

Affirdavit  of  the  Death  of  a  Plaintiff",  and  Appointment  of 

JExecutors. 
{Title  of  cau^e.) 

County  of  ,  ss. 

(John  Doe)  of  (  )  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That,  on  or  about  the  day  of  ,  187    , 

one  A.  B.  commenced  an  action  in  this  court  for  {state  the  cause 
of  actiorC). 

n.  That  after  this  action  was  commenced  and  {state  condition 
of  the  action),  to  wit,  on  the  day  of  ,  187    , 

the  above-named  plaintiff,  A.  B.,  died,*  after  having  made  and 
published  his  last  wUl  and  testament,  in  which  he  appointed 
this  deponent  his  sole  executor. 

HI.  That,  on  the  day  of  ,  187    ,  the  surro- 

gate of  the  county  of  (  )  duly  issued  letters  testa- 

mentary to  this  deponent,  and  that  he  has  entered  upon  the 
execution  of  his  duties  as  executor  aforesaid. 

{Jurat)  John  Doe. 
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Affidavit  of  Death  of  Plaintiff  and  Appointment  of  Admin- 
istrators. 

[Same  as  previous  form  to  the  word  "died"*  intestate.] 

III.  That  afterward,  to  wit,  on  the  day  of  , 
187  ,  letters  of  administration  upon  th^  Estate  of  the  said  A.  B., 
deceased,  were  duly  made  and  issued  by  the  surrogate  of  the 
county  of                     to  the  deponent,  and  (Mary  Doe). 

IV.  That  the  deponent  and  the  said  (Mary  Doe)  have  quaMed 
and  have  entered  upon  their  duties  as  such  administrators. 

•    {Jurat)  {Signatures.) 

Affidavit  of  Death  of  Plaintiff  and  Succession  of  Devisees. 

[Same  as  form  first  given,  to  and  including  the  words  "vrill 
and  testament,"]  in  due  form  of  law ;  whereby  he  devised  to  this 
deponent  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  the  real  estate 
in  question  in  this  action. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.). 

Affidavit  of  Death  of  Plaintiff  and  Succession  of  Heirs. 

[Same  as  in  second  affidavit  given,  to  and  including  the  word 
*' intestate,"]  leaving  this  deponent  his  sole  heir  at  law. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

The  proceedings,  upon  motion  for  leave  to  continue  an  action 
in  the  name  of  the  representatives  of  a  deceased  plaintiflF,  are 
given  in  a  following  section,  where  the  necessary  notice  is  also 
discussed.     See  section  8,  subdivision  b,  post 

Notice  of  Motion  for  Leave  to  Continue. 

{TUle  of  cau^e.) 

Please  taJce  notice :  That,  on  the  affidavit,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  served  upon  you,  and  upon  the  pleadings  in  this 
action,  I  shall  apply  to  tnis  court,  at  a  special  term  to  oe  held  at 
the  ,  in  the  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

at  o'clock  in  the  noon,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  coun- 

sel can  be  heard,  for  leave  to  continue  this  action  in  the  name  of 
John  Doe  (executor  or  administrator,  etc.,)  of  A.  B.,  deceased, 
as  plaintiflF,  or  for  such  other  or  further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

Yours,  etc., 
{Date.)  •         C.  T.  Booke, 

Attorney  for  above-named  Executor^  etc. 
To  Donald  MoMartin,  Esq., 

D^endanffs  Attorney. 
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The  plaintiffs  attorney  should  also  prepare  the  usual  affidavit 
of  service,  to  be  annexed  to  the  notice,  and  ready  to  be  presented 
to  the  court  with  the  other  moving  papers.  He  should  also  pre- 
pare an  order  directing  the  continuance  of  the  suit  in  the  name 
of  the  representative  of  the  deceased  plaintiff.  If  the  motion  is 
opposed,  the  order  should  be  in  the  following  form : 

Order  Continuing  the  Action. 
{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  (John  Doe),  and  on 
motion  of  (C.  T.  Boone),  of  counsel  for  the  (executor  or  adminis- 
trator, etc.),  of  A.  B.,  deceased,  plaintiff  in  this  action,  and  after 
hearing  (Donald  McMartin),  of  counsel  for  the  defendant : 

Obdebed  :  That  this  action  be  continued  in  the  name  of  (John 
Doe,  executor)  of  the  said  A.  B.,  deceased,  as  plaintiff;  and 
that  the  said  (executor  or  administrator,  etc.,)  be  and  he  hereby 
is  substituted  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  A.  B.,  deceased. 

Same  order  when  motion  is  unopposed. 
{Title  of  catbse.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  (John  Doe),  and  also  the 
affidavit  of  due  service  of  the  same,  with  notice  of  this  motion, 
on  the  attorney  foj  the  defendant,  and  no  one  appearing  to 
oppose,  on  motion  of  (C.  T.  Boone),  of  counsel  for  the  (executor) 
of  A.  B.,  deceased. 

Ordered  :  (As  in  the  above.) 

d.  In  actions  founded  on  torts.  The  Code  provides  that,  after 
a  verdict  has  been  rendered  in  any  action  for  a  wrong,  such 
action  shall  not  abate  by  the  death  of  any  party,  but  the  case 
shall  proceed  thereafter  in  the  same  manner  as  in  cases  where 
the  cause  of  action  now  survives  by  law.  Code,  §  121.  This 
provision  of  the  Code  limits  the  application  of  the  maxim,  that 
actions  for  personal  injuries  die  with  the  person,  to  cases  where 
the  death  of  the  plaintiff  occurs  before  judgment,  and  gives  to 
the  personal  representatives  of  the  deceased  in  all  other  cases 
the  same  right  to  revive  the  action,  and  to  proceed  to  enforce  the 
judgment,  that  is  given  by  statute  in  actions  upon  contracts. 

e.  Actions  wh^e  public  officers  are  plaintiffs.  The  death  of 
a  public  officer  or  his  removal  from  or  resignation  of  the  office 
held  by  him,  or  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  will  uot 
have  the  effect  of  discontinuing  or  abating  an  action  brought  by 
or  against  him  in  his  official  capacity.    The  court  in  which  the 
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action  is  pending  may  substitute  the  name  of  the  successor  of 
such  officer,  either  upon  the  application  of  such  successor  or  of 
the  adverse  party.    2  E.  S.  474,  §  100  (496). 

This  application  is  optional  with  either  party.  If  neither  elect 
to  make  the  application  the  case  may  continue  to  be  prosecuted 
by  or  against  the  original  parties.  Manchester  v.  HerringtoUy 
30  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  164 ;  CoUgrove  v.  Breed,  2  Denio,  126.  It  is 
also  provided  by  statute  that,  when  an  action  is  authorized  or 
directed  by  law  to  be  brought  by  or  in  the  name  of  a  public 
officer,  or  by  any  trustee  appointed  by  virtue  of  any  statute,  his 
death  or  removal  shall  not  abate  the  suit,  but  the  same  may  be 
continued  by  hip  successor,  who  shall  be  substituted  for  that 
purpose  by  the  court,  and  a  suggestion  of  such  substitution 
shall  be  entered  on  the  record.  2  R.  S.  388,  §  14  (403).  Thus, 
where  a  sheriff  dies  pending  an  action  prosecuted  in  his  name, 
under  section  288  of  the  Code,  the  successor  in  office  of  the 
sheriff  should  be  substituted  under  this  provision  of  the  statute, 
instead  of  the  personal  representatives  of  the  deceased,  or  the 
claimant  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  brought.  Orser  v.  Glen- 
mile  Woolen  Co.,  11  Abb,  N.  S.  86.  Gases  of  this  nature  are  not 
provided  for  by  section  138  of  the  Code.  lb. 

Affidavit  of  Succession  to  a  Public  Offi/^e. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

County  of  ,  ss. 

A.  B.,  of  ,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  the  attorney  of  the  plaintiff  (or  defendant)  in  the 
above  entitled  action. 

II.  That  on  the  day  of  ,  187    ,  C.  D.,  of 

,  was  duly  elected  (or  appointed)  to  the  office  of 

,  of  the  ,  county  of  ,  in  the  place  of 

(the  defendant  E.  F.),  and  that  on  the  day  of  , 

187    ,  the  said  C.  D.  entered  upon  the  duties  of  said  office,  and 

stiU  holds  the  same. 

A.  B., 
{Jurat.)  Attorney  for  the  {plaiviiffJ) 

Notice  of  Motion. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice:  That,  on  the  affidavit  (or  certificate)  of 
which  a  copy  is  herewith  served,  I  shall  apply  to  this  court,  at 
a  special  term  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the  day  of 

,  187    ,  at  o'  clock  in  the  forenoon,  or  as 

soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  to  substitute  G.  D.  {give 
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offlcial  designatimi)  in  the  place  of  E.  P.  as  defendant  (or 
plaintiflF)  in  this  action ;  and  for  such  other  and  farther  relief  as 
to  the  court  may  seem  just 

A.  B., 
{Date.)  Attorney  for  the  {plaintiff.) 

ToGc.  H., 

Attorney  for  E.  F. 

Or^  {To  C.  D.,  when  motion  is  made  by  adverse  party.) 

Order  for  SubstitvUmi. 
{TiUe  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  A.  B.  (and  on  proof  of 
due  service  of  a  notice  of  this  motion]),  and,  on  motion  of  A.  B., 
after  hearing  Q.  H.  (or  no  one  appearing)  in  opposition : 

Ordered  :  That  C.  D.,  of  (give  omcial  designation), 

be  substituted  as  (defendant)  herein  in  place  oT  E.  F.  (and  he  is 
hereby  required  to  appear  and  answer  the  complaint  in  this 
action  within  days  after  service  of  a  copy  of  this  order.) 

Section  2.  Death  of  one  of  several  plaintiffs. 

a.  In  an  action  on  ajoini  demand.  It  was  a  well-established 
rule  of  the  common-law  practice  and  pleading  that,  in  all  actions 
ea?  contractu^  in  which  one  or  more  of  several  parties  having  a 
joint  legal  interest  died,  whether  such  parties  were  or  were  not, 
in  the  commercial  sense  of  the  term,  copartners,  the  action 
could  only  be  maintained  in  the  name  of  the  survivors.  So, 
also,  in  actions  ex  delicto  for  injuries  to  personal  property,  joint 
tenants  and  tenants  in  common  must  join,  and  on  the  death  of 
one  of  the  number,  the  action  must  be  continued  in  the  name  of 
the  survivor  alone,  and  the  executor  of  the  deceased  could 
neither  be  joined  with  such  survivor  nor  sue  separately.  This 
rule  has  not  been  changed  by  the  Code.  Bucknam  v.  Brett^  22 
How.  233;  S.  C,  35  Barb.  596;  13  Abb.  119.  See  2  R.  S.  386, 
§  1  (401). 

On  the  death  of  one  of  several  plaintiffs  having  a  joint  legal 
interest,  no  order  of  substitution  is  necessary,  as  the  action  may 
be  continued  by  the  survivors.  But  it  is  necessary  to  inform 
the  court  why  the  name  of  the  deceased  is  omitted,  and  this 
may  be  done  by  spreading  upon  the  records  of  the  court  a  sug- 
gestion of  death,  as  provided  in  the  Revised  Statutes.  Taylor  v. 
Church,  9  How.  190 ;  S.  C,  12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  156.  See  2  R. 
S.  388,  §  1  (401).    The  surviving  plaintiffs,  on  the  death  of  a  co- 
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plaintiff,  will  be  clearly  in  error  in  attempting  to  proceed  in  the 
name  of  the  deceased  instead  of  making  the  proper  suggestion 
of  death  upon  the  record.  For,  should  the  defendants  succeed 
in  their  defense,  no  valid  judgment  could  be  entered  against  the 
deceased  party,  because  the  judgment  would  necessarily  be  joint, 
and  if  irregular  as  to  the  deceased  party,  it  would  be  irregular 
as  to  all  the  plaintiffs.    Hohaes  y.  Honie^  8  How.  383. 

Suggestion  of  Death. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

A.  B.,  one  of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action,  bv  (C.  T.  Boone) 
his  attorney,  hereby  gives  the  court  to  understand  that,  since 
the  commencement  of  this  action,  to  wit,  on  or  about  the 
day  of  ,  187    ,  C.  D.,  one  of  the  plaintiffs  herein, 

died;  and  that  the  cause  of  action  survives  to  him,  the  said 
A.  B. 

C.  T.  Boone, 
Attorney  for  A.  B. 
{Date.) 

Answer  to  the  above. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

E.  F.,  defendant  in  this  action,  as  an  answer  to  the  suggestion 
of  A.  B.,  one  of  the  plaintiffs  herein,  denies  that  the  above- 
named  C.  D.  is  dead. 

Borden  D.  Smfih, 

D^endanPs  Attorney. 
{Date.) 

Although  no  order  reviving  an  action  is  strictly  necessary  in 
the  cases  above  mentioned,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  following 
the  old  chancery  practice  by  procuring  an  order  directing  the 
action  to  continue  between  the  survivors.  See  Lachaise  v.  Libby^ 
13  Abb.  6 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  363 ;  Greene  y.  Bates,  7  id.  296 ;  Ijcg- 
gett  V.  Dubois,  2  Paige,  211. 

h.  In  equitable  actions.  The  rule  is  clear,  that  in  legal  actions, 
upon  a  joint  demand,  the  representatives  of  a  deceased  party 
plaintiff  can  neither  be  joined  with  the  survivors,  nor  can  they 
sue  alone.  BucJcnam  v.  Brett,  13  Abb.  119 ;  S.  C,  35  Barb. 
696;  22  How.  233.  But  it  is  held  that,  in  equitable  actions, 
where  the  plaintiflb  claim  several  interests,  and  one  dies  before 
judgment,  if  the  cause  of  action  does  not  survive,  but  continues 
to  the  survivors,  they  may  proceed  without  reviving  the  suit,  or 
may,  at  their  election,  make  the  representatives  of  the  deceased 
co-plaintiff  defendants.    But,  if  the  defendants  consider  it  nee- 
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Petition  to  reviye  an  action  after  decease  of  a  plaintifT. 

essary  or  expedient  to  bring  the  representatives  of  the  deceased 
complainant  into  court,  they  may  have  an  order  requiring  such 
representatives  to  show  cause  why  the  suit  should  not  stand 
revived  in  their  names  or  the  complaint  dismissed  so  far  as  the 
interests  of  such  representatives  are  concerned.  Williamson  v. 
Moore^  5  Sandf.  647. 

Proceedings  for  the  partition  of  lands  do  not  abate  on  the 
death  of  one  or  more  plaintiffs  or  one  or  more  defendants.  If 
one  of  several  plaintiffs  dies,  the  proceedings  must  be  continued 
in  the  name  of  the  survivors,  if  the  interest  in  the  land  survived 
to  them,  and  if  such  interest  pass  to  other  persons,  they  may  be 
made  defendant^  by  rule  of  court,  and  the  same  proceedings 
may  be  had  against  them  as  would  be  necessary  to  make  them 
defendants  originally.  2  R.  S.  387,  §  6  (402).  See  Wilkinson  v. 
Parish,  3  Paige,  653. 

Petition  hy  a  Dtfendant  to  revive  an  Action  after  decease  of  a 

Plaintiff. 

{Title  of  cause,) 
To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  TorJc : 

The  petition  of  (Richard  Roe),  tne  defendant  above  named, 
respectiully  shows  to  the  court : 

L  That,  on  or  about  the  day  of  ,  187    , 

A.  B.  and  G.  D.  commenced  an  action,  in  this  court,  against  this 
defendant,  for  {state  cause  of  action  and  its  condition). 

IL  That,  as  your  petitioner  is  informed  and  believes,  A.  B., 
one  of  the  plaintiffs  above  named,  died  on  or  about  the  day 
of  ,187    . 

in.  That,  before  his  death,  he  made  and  published  his  last 
will  and  testament,  in  which^  among  other  thmgs,  he  appointed 
E.  P.  his  sole  executor. 

IV.  That  the  said  E.  F.  has  duly  proved  the  said  will,  and 
has  received  letters  testamentary  from  the  surrogate  of  , 
and  has  entered  upon  the  execution  thereof. 

V.  That  the  said  E.  F.  has  hitherto  neglected  to  appear,  or 
to  apply  to  the  court  for  leave  to  appear,  as  plaintiff,  in  the  place 
and  stead  of  said  A.  B.,  deceased. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioner  prays  that  the  court  will  order  the 
said  E.  F.  to*  show  cause,  at  a  certain  day  to  be  named  in  the 
order,  why  this  action  should  not  be  revived  in  his  name,  or  the 
complaint  herein  be  dismissed,  so  far  as  his  interests  are  con- 
cerned, and  that  your  petitioner  have  judgment  thereupon 
s^ainst  the  said  E.  F..  as  executor,  as  aforesaia,  for  the  costs  of 
tms  action,  or  for  sucn  other  or  further  order  as  may  be  just. 

{Date.)  RiCHAED  Roe. 

A.  B.  MooBE,  Attorney. 
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County  of  ,  ss: 

Richard  Roe,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  read  (or 
heard  read)  the  foregoing  petition,  subscribed  by  him,  and  knows 
the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge, except  as  to  those  matters  therein  stated  on  information 
and  belief,  and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

RicHABD  Roe. 

{Jurat) 

Order  to  show  cause. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  (Richard  Roe),  defendant 
in  tMs  action,  and  on  motion  of  (A.  B.  Moore),  attorney  for  the 
same. 

Ordered  :  ThatE.  F.,  executor  of  A.  B.,  late  plaintiff  in  this 
action,  now  deceased,  show  cause,  at  a  special  term  of  the  court, 
to  be  held  at  ,  in  the  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

187  ,  at  o'  clock  in  the  forenoon,  why  this  action  should  not 
stand  revived,  in  his  name,  as  executor  as  aforesaid,  or  whv  the 
complaint  should  not  be  dismissed,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  said 
executor  are  concerned,  with  costs. 

Mortimer  Wade, 

Clerk. 

This  order  should  be  served  on  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiflT 
and  the  executor  eight  days  before  the  time  fixed  for  showing 
cause.^  The  defendant's  attorney  should  be  prepared  with  proof 
of  such  service,  to  be  used  upon  the  motion,  if  the  executor  fails 
to  appear.  He  should  also  be  prepared  with  an  order,  properly 
drawn,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  to  be  signed  and 
entered  by  the  clerk  if  the  petition  is  granted. 

Order  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

•  On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  service  on  E.  F.,  execu- 
tor of  A.  B.,  deceased,  late  plaintiff  in  this  action,  of  a  copy  of 
an  order  made  herein,  on  the  day  of       ,  last,  requiring 

him  to  show  cause,  before  this  court,  on  this  day,  why  this  action 
should  not  stand  revived  in  his  name,  or  the  complaiht  dismissed, 
so  far.  as  his  interests  are  concerned,  and  the  said  E.  F.  not 
appearing  to  show  cause  (or  7w>  cav^e  being  shovm)  to  the  con- 
trary, on  motion  of  A.  B.  Moore,  attorney  for  defendant. 

Ordered  :  That  this  action  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  revived 
in  the  name  of  the  said  E.  F.,  as  executor  as  aforesaid  {or  that 
the  complaint  herein  he  dismissed^  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the 
said  E.  F.  are  concerned,  with  leave  to  the  defendant  to  enter 
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judgment  against  the  said  E.  F.,  as  executor,  for  the  costs  of  this 
action,  with        dollars,  coats  of  this  motion). 

MoETiMEB  Wade, 

Clerk. 
A.  B.  MooBE, 

Attorney  for  D^endard, 

Affidavit  of  death  of  Defendard  and  AppointToent  of  Executor. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

County  of  ,  ss : 

John  Doe,  of  the  county  of  ,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

L  That  on  or  about  the         day  of  ,  187    ,  he  com- 

menced an  action  in  this  court  against  Kichard  Roe,  the 
defendant  above  named,  for  {state  cause  of  action  and  its  cofi- 
ditimi). 

IL  That  on  or  about  the  day  of  ,  187    ,  said 

defendant  died,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  having 
first  made  and  published  his  last  will  and  testament  in  which, 
among  otiier  things,  he  appointed  William  Roe  of  his 

executor. 

in.  That  on  or  about  the  day  of  ,  187    ,  the 

STurrogate  of  issued  letters  testamentary  to  said 

William  Roe,  who  thereupon  entered  upon  the  execution  of  his 
duties  as  executor. 

IV.  That  said  action  is  still  pending  and  undetermined,  and 
no  proceedings  to  continue  the  same  have  been  taken  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  deponent. 

{Jurat.)  John  Doe. 

Notice  of  motion  to  continue  action  against  Executor  of  Deceased 

Defendant. 
{TiUe  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice :  That  on  the  affidavit  of  which  a  copj 
is  herewith  served  upon  jrou,  and  upon  the  pleadings  in  tnis 
action,  I  shall  apply  to  this  court  at  a  special  term  to  be  held  at 
the  ,  m  the  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

at  o'clock,  in  the  .  noon,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel 
can  be  heard,  for  leave  to  continue  this  action  against  William 
Roe,  as  executor  of  Richard  Roe,  deceased,  in  the  place  of  said 
deceased  defendant ;  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  to 
the  court  may  seem  just,  with  the  costs  of  this  motion. 

{Date.)  C.  M.  Parke, 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 
To  A.  P.  Spbagtte,  Esq., 

Defeudanvs  Attorney. 
To  William  Roe,  Executor. 
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Order   to    Continue  action    against    Execvior  of  Deceased 

Defendant. 

( Title  of  cause. )  {Caption. ) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  John  Doe,  ^aintiff,  and 
on  motion  of  C.  M.  Parke,  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  after  hear- 
ing A.  P.  Sprague,  of  counsel  (for  the  late  defendant  and)  for 
William  Roe,  executor. 

Ordered:  That  William  Roe,  the  executor  of  the  above- 
named  Ricluard  Roe,  late  defendant  in  this  action,  now  deceased, 
appear  and  answer  the  complaint  herein,  within  eighty  days 
from  the  service  of  a  copjr  of  this  order  upon  him ;  or,  that  in 
default  thereof,  the  plaintiff  may  apply  to  the  court  for  an  order 
entering  his  appearance,  and  directing  the  action  to  stand  revived 
and  continued  against  him  as  executor  of  the  said  Richard  Roe* 
and  that  the  answer  of  said  Richard  Roe  be  then  deemed  the 
answer  of  the  said  William  Roe,  executor  as  aforesaid  {or  where 
no  answer  has  been  served^  omit  the  words  following  me  *  and 
insert)^  and  that  he  then  have  judgment  for  failure  to  answer. 

This  order  is  framed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tions 109, 112,  of  2  R.  S.  185,  as  the  Code  fails  to  provide  a  mods 
for  compelling  the  appearance  of  a  representative  who  refuses 
to  continue  the  defense  in  an  action  against  the  deceased 
defendant. 

Section  3.  Death  of  sole  defendant. 

a.  In  general.  The  provision  of  the  Code,  as  to  the  abatement  of 
actions,  applies  equally  to  all  parties — plaintiff  or  defendant — 
and  the  general  rules  given  in  relation  to  proceedings  in  an  action 
on  the  death  of  a  sole  plaintiff  are  generally  applicable  to  pro- 
ceedings on  the  death  of  a  sole  defendant.    See  §  1,  antCy  140, 142. 

b.  Effect  qf  the  death  of  a  sole  d^endarU  in  an  action  for 
personal  injuries.  The  Code  provides,  that,  when  the  cause  of 
action  survives  or  continues,  the  action  will  not  abate  on  the 
death  of  the  defendant,  but  may  be  continued  against  his  per- 
sonal representatives.  Code,  §  121.  The  cases  in  which  a  cause 
of  action  survives  to  or  against  the  personal  representatives  of  a 
deceased  party  have  been  already  discussed.  See  2  R.  S.  447, 
§§  1,  2  (467) ;  see,  also,  §  1,  arde,  142,  sub.  c. 

But  there  are  cases  in  which  an  action  survives  to,  but  not 
against,  the  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased  party.  Thus, 
an  action  of  replevin  does  not  abate  on  the  death  of  a  sole  plain- 
tiff, but  may  be  revived  in  the  name  of  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased.    But  on  the  death  of  a  sole  defendant  in  replevin  the 
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action  wholly  abates,  and  the  court  has  no  power  to  order  the 
action  to  be  continued  against  the  personal  representatives  of  the 
defendant  HopkiTis  v.  Adams^  5  Abb.  351 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  685  ; 
Lahey  v.  Brady ^  1  Daly,  443 ;  Potter  v.  Yan  Yrwnken^  36  JST. 
Y.  (9  Tiff.)  619 ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  73;  Mo^ely  v.  Mosely,  11 
Abb.  105  ;  Moseley  v.  Albany  Northern  Railroad  Co.^  14  How- 
71 ;  Kissam  v.  Hamilton^  20  id.  360.  See  WaMorph  v.  Bortle, 
4  id.  368. 

After  a  verdict  has  been  rendered  in  any  action  for  a  wrong, 
the  death  of  the  defendant  will  not  cause  the  action  to  abate, 
but  the  case  may  proceed  thereafter  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
cases  where  the  cause  of  action  now  survives  by  law,  even 
though  the  cause  of  action  is  not  such  as  would,  under  the 
statute,  survive  against  the  personal  representative  of  the  defend- 
ant   See  Code,  §  121 ;    Wood  v.  Phillips^  11  Abb.  N.  S.  1. 

c.  Inactions  of  ^ectment  The  principles  laid  down  in  this 
section,  in  relation  to  actions  for  the  recovery  of  personal  prop- 
erty, apply  also  to  actions  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of 
real  property,  and  the  authorities  there  cited  establish  the  rule 
that  actions  of  ejectment  abate  on  the  death  of  the  sole  defend- 
ant therein,  and  cannot  be  revived  against  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased. 

d.  Actions  against  public  officers.  As  to  the  rule  in  relation 
to  the  abatement  of  actions  against  public  officers  see  §  1, 
sub.  tf,  ante^  146 ;  see,  also,  Orser  y.  OlemUU  Woolen  Co.,  11  Abb, 
N.  S.  86. 

Section  4.  Death  of  one  of  several  defendants. 

a.  In  actions  on  a  Joint  liability.  Upon  the  death  of  one  of 
several  defendants  in  an  action  upon  a  joint  liability,  the  suit 
should  be  continued  against  the  surviving  defendants.  The 
death  of  one  of  several  parties  jointly  liable  does  not  abate  the 
action,  and  it  must  be  continued  against  the  survivors  alone,  as  it 
is  not  generally  proper  in  an  action  at  law  to  join  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  a  deceased  joint  debtor  as  defendants  with  the  sur- 
viving debtors.  Pin^  v.  Bighter,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  385 ;  Voorhis  v. 
Chiias  Exeetd&r,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  354.  See  Mc  Vean  v.  ScoU, 
46  Barb.  379 ;  Union  Bank  v.  MoU,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  633 ; 
Bichter  v.  Poppenhatbsen,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  373 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb. 
N.  8.  263.  An  action  may  be  maintained  against  the  represent- 
atives of  a  deceased  partner  upon  a  partnership  liability,  when 
it  is  proved  that  the  surviving  partner  is  wholly  insolvent,  with- 
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out  first  exhausting  the  remedy  at  hiw  against  him.     Riper  v. 
PopperihauseUj  43  N.  Y.  (4  Hand)  68. 

It  will  be  the  safer  practice  also  to  procure  an  order  of  the 
court  directing  the  action  to  proceed  against  the  survivors,  even 
if  such  order  is  not  strictly  necessary.  See  Gardner  v.  WalJcer^ 
22  How.  405;  Taylor  v.  Church,  9  id.  190;  S.  C,  12  N.  Y. 
Leg.  Obs.  156 ;  Lachaise  v.  Lihhy,  13  Abb.  6 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  362. 
Where  the  parties  are  not  partners,  and  the  liability  is  joint  and 
several,  the  survivor  and .  the  representatives  of  one  of  the 
deceased  debtors  cannot  be  joined  in  the  same  action.  Mc  Yean 
V.  SeoU,  46  Barb.  379. 

&.  In  an  action  upon  a  joint  and  several  liability  In  aU  ac- 
tions upon  a  joint  and  several  liability  the  plaintiff  has  a  right  to 
elect  whether  he  will  proceed  against  the  defendants  severally, 
or,  treating  the  obligation  as  joint,  proceed  against  all  jointly  in 
one  action.  If  he  elects  to  treat  the  liability  as  joint,  and  after 
the  action  is  commenced  and  before  judgment  one  of  the  defend- 
ants dies,  the  plaintiff  may  treat  the  action  as  abated  as  against 
the  deceased  defendant,  and  proceed  regularly  against  the  remain- 
ing defendants.  Oardn^  v.  Walker^  22  How.  406.  He  should, 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  procure  an  order  directing  the 
action  to  so  proceed.  He  cannot  proceed  against  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  deceased  defendant  and  the  survivors 
jointly,  as  a  joint  verdict  or  a  joint  judgment  in  such  a  case 
would  be  erroneous.  But  he  may  have  an  order  reviving  the 
suit  against  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  and  also  against 
the  surviving  parties,  but  not  as  a  joint  action.  The  plaintiff  in 
all  such  cases  must  sever  the  action,  and  proceed  against  the 
survivors  and  representatives  separately  from  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  defendant.  An  order  reviving  an  action  on  a  joint 
and  several  liability  will  be  construed  in  accordance  with  this 
rule.  Union  Bank  v.  Mott,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  633 ;  Mc  Vean 
V.  Scott,  46  Barb.  379 ;  Gardner  v.  Walker,  22  How.  405.  See 
Mne  V.  Righter,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  385. 

Section  5.  Death  of  a  judgment  debtor. 

a.  In  supplementary  proceedings.  No  proceedings  supple- 
mentary to  execution  can  be  commenced  or  continued  after  the 
death  of  a  sole  defendant  until  his  representatives  are  brought 
in  as  parties.  Hazewell  v.  Penman,  18  How.  114 ;  S.  C,  2  Abb. 
230. 
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Seetion  6.  Death  of  a  party  to  an  appeal.  In  all  cases  in  which 
an  appeal  is  pending  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  a  sole  defendant, 
the  personal  representatives  of  the  deceased,  having  an  interest  in 
the  judgment  recovered,  and  in  the  appeal  therefrom,  are  entitled 
as  a  right  to  be  made  parties  to  the  appeal,  whether  the  judg- 
ment appealed  from  was  in  favor  or  against  the  deceased  party, 
whom  they  represent.  Schuchardt  v.  JRemierSy  28  How.  514 ;  S. 
C,  1  Daly,  469 ;  Miller  v.  Gunn,  7  How.  169.  See  Beach  v. 
Gregory^  2  Abb.  203.  When  a  party  to  a  cause  dies  after  the 
return  is  filed  in  the  court  of  appeals,  the  court,  having  obtained 
jurisdiction,  has  power  to  allow  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
deceased  to  be  substituted.  Hastings  v.  McKinUy^  8  How.  176. 
The  provision  of  the  Code  has  no  application  to  the  substitutioh 
of  new  parties  on  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  appeals.  lb. 

Section?.    Civil  Death. 

a.  Effect  of  civil  death  on  actions  pending.  A  person  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  in  a  State  prison  for  life  is  thereafter  to 
be  deemed  civilly  dead.  2  R.  S.  701,  §  20  (724).  The  rights  and 
liabilities  of  such  a  person  are  as  entirely  gone  as  though  he 
were  actually  dead ;  and  his  estate  may  be  administered  upon  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  he  were  actually  a  corpse.  The  rules 
applicable  to  the  abatement  and  revivor  of  actions  in  cases 
of  actual  death  apply  equally  to  cases  of  civil  death.  If  the 
cause  of  action  survive  or  continue,  it  may  be  revived  in  the 
name  of  the  personal  representatives  of  the  party  imprisoned. 
Freeman  v.  Franks  10  Abb.  370. 

Imprisonment  in  a  State  prison  for  any  term  less  than  life 
suspends  all  the  civil  rights  of  the  person  so  sentenced,  and  con- 
sequently abates  any  suit  in  which  such  person  is  plaintiflF,  so 
that  no  further  proceeding  can  be  had  therein,  until  the  action  is 
properly  revived.  O^Brien  v.  Hagan^  1  Duer,  664.  But  the 
conviction  and  sentence  of  a  party  defendant  to  a  State  prison 
does  not  affect  an  action  pending.  Davis  v.  DuffUy  4  Abb.  N.  S. 
478 ;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  64 ;  3  Keyes,  606 ;  affirming  8  Bosw. 
6l7;  reversing  18  Abb.  360. 

Seetion  8.    Change^  how  made. 

a.  When  an  (yrder  of  revival  is  the  proper  remedy.  When 
an  action  has  abated  by  the  death  of  a  party,  and  the  cause  of 
action  survives  or  continues,  the  proper  manner  of  effecting  a 
change  of  parties  by  the  substitution  of  the  personal  represen- 
tatives, or  successors  in  interest  of  the  deceased,  is  by  application 
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to  the  court  for  an  order  directing  such  substitution,  provided 
always  that  such  motion  is  made  within  one  year  from  the 
time  of  the  death  of  the  party.  AUen  v.  Walter^  10  Abb.  379 ; 
Coon  V.  Knapp^  13  How.  175 ;  Gordon  v.  Sterling^  id.  405 ; 
Oreen  v.  Bates,  7  id.  296.  After  a  year  has  elapsed  since  the 
death  of  the  party,  an  application  by  motion  is  no  longer  proper, 
and  the  suit  can  only  be  continued  by  filing  a  supplemental  com- 
plaint. No  application  to  the  court  for  permission  to  file  this 
complaint  is  necessary  or  proper.  It  is  a  matter  of  strict  right. 
Matter  of  Bornsdorf  v.  Lord,  41  Barb.  211 ;  S.  C,  17  Abb. 
168 ;  JRoach  v.  La  Farge^  43  Barb.  616 ;  S.  C,  19  Abb.  67. 
This  last  method  of  obtaining  a  substitution  of  parties  will  be 
treated  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work.  See  Pleading,  Sup- 
plemental Complaint. 

J.  How,  where,  and  hy  whom,  an  order  of  reoical  may  he 
obtained.  On  the  death  of  a  sole  plaintiff,  the  personal  represen- 
tatives of  the  deceased  are  the  proper  parties  to  apply  to  the 
court  for  leave  to  continue  the  action.  Jarms  v.  Fdch,  14  Abb. 
46.  See  note  to  AUen  v.  Waiter,  10  id.  381.  But  it  is 
provided  by  the  amendment  to  the  Code  in  1862,  that  at  any 
time  after  the  marriage  or  other  disability  of  the  party  plaintiff, 
the  court  in  which  the  action  is  pending,  upon  notice  to  such 
persons  as  it  may  direct,  and  upon  application  of  any  person 
aggrieved,  may,  in  its  discretion,  order  that  the  action  be  deemed 
abated  unless  the  same  be  continued  by  the  proper  parties, 
within  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  court,  not  less  than  six  months 
nor  exceeding  one  year  from  the  granting  of  the  order.  Code, 
§  121.  This  amendment  renders  the  practice,  indicated  in 
prior  decisions  on  this  point,  obsolete  as  authority.  See 
Jarms  v.  Fetch,  14  Abb.  46 ;  'Williamson  v.  Moore,  5  Sandf. 
647 ;  De  Agreda  v.  Mantel,  1  Abb.  130,  140.  On  the  death  of 
one  of  several  plaintiffs,  in  an  action  at  law,  no  order  reviving 
the  suit  between  the  survivors  need  be  obtained ;  but  such  order 
may  nevertheless  be  obtained  on  the  application  of  either  party. 
LachaiseY.  Lihby,  21  How.  362;  S.  C.,  13  Abb.  6;  Taylor  y. 
Church,  9  How.  190 ;  S.  C,  12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  166. 

But,  where  a  sole  defendant  dies  pending  an  action,  and  before 
judgment,  his  personal  representatives  have  no  right  to  an  order 
requiring  the  plaintiff  to  continue  the  action  against  them.  It  is 
the  privilege  of  the  plaintiff,  in  such  cases,  to  elect  whether  to 
make  them  parties  in  the  place  of  the  (Jeceased  defendant,  *or  to 
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require  that  the  action  be  discontiimed.  Keene  v.  La  Farge^  16 
How.  377;  S.  C,  1  Bosw.  671;  KissamY,  Hamilton^  20  How. 
369,  377 ;  HopUns  v.  Adams j  5  Abb.  361 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  685. 

But  after  judgment,  and  on  appeal,  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased  may  insist  on  being  made  parties  as  a 
matter  of  right.  Schuchardt  v.  Remiers,  28  How.  614;  S. 
C,  1  Daly,  459.  And  when  an  intestate,  not  being  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  State,  dies  out  of  this  State,  without  leaving  assets 
therein,  and  there  is  pending  in  the  supreme  court,  or  in  the 
court  of  appeals,  an  appeal  brought  by  such  intestate  from  a 
judgment  against  him,  the  court  in  which  such  appeal  is  pend- 
ing may  order  the  judgment  appealed  from  affirmed,  with  costs, 
unless  the  attorney  for  the  intestate  on  such  appeal  procure  the 
action  to  be  revived  within  six  months  after  notice  to  perfect 
such  appeal  by  the  substitution  of  a  representative  of  the  intes- 
tate in  this  action.    Code,  §  121. 

On  the  death  of  one  of  several  defendants,  the  plaintiff  is  usu- 
ally the  proper  person  to  apply  for  an  order  reviving  the  suit. 
See  Union  Bank  v.  Mott,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  633.  But,  on  the 
&ilure  of  the  plaintiff  to  bring  in  the  personal  representatives 
of  the  deceased,  the  surviving  defendant  may  move  that  the 
complaint  be  dismissed  as  against  him,  unless  the  plaintiff  con- 
tinue the  action  against  the  persons  representing  the  interest  of 
flie  deceased  defendant.     Chapman  v.  Foster,  16  How,  241. 

It  is  usual  and  advisable  in  all  cases  to  give  notice  of  an  appli- 
cation for  a  change  of  parties,  to  all  parties  in  interest.  Oord(m 
V.  Sterlmg,  13  How.  406;  Bernard  v.  Taylor,  11  id.  380; 
S.  C,  6  Duer,  604.  See  McOown  v.  Leavenworth,  2  E.  D. 
Smith,  24 ;  Terry  v.  JRoherts,  16  How.  66.  Generally  speaking, 
at  least  eight  days'  notice  of  motion  should  be  given,  where  no 
shorter  time  is  prescribed  by  an  order  to  show  cause.  Code, 
§402.  But  where  a  change  of  parties  becomes  necessary  in 
actions  against  public  officers,  on  account  of  death,  or  the  other 
causes  specified  by  statute,  at  least  fourteen  days'  notice  must  be 
^ven  of  an  application  to  substitute  a  successor  in  office,  and  this 
notice  must  be  personally  served  on  such  new  defendant.  2  R. 
S.  474,  §  101  (496),  Edm.  ed.  The  motion  should  be  made  at 
special  term,  and  is  brought  on  to  be  heard  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  motions.  The  moving  party  should  support  his  application 
by  affidavits  showing  prima  fade,  a  succession  to  that  interest 
by  the  party  sought  to  be  substituted.   Bt.  John  v.  Croel,  10  How. 
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253.  The  adverse  party  may,  on  their  part,  litigate  this  question 
by  opposing  affidavits  or  other  proof.  But  the  merits  of  the  ac- 
tion cannot  be  tried  upon  the  motion.  Wing  v.  Ketcham^  3  How. 
385 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  7.  If  the  affidavits  of  the  moving  party 
establish  the  fact  of  the  death  of  the  original  party,  and  the  suc- 
cession to  that  interest  by  the  party  to  be  substituted,  the  court 
will  make  the  requisite  order. 

c.  Effect  of  the  order.  It  was  formerly  customary  in  equita- 
ble actions,  for  the  order  of  revivor  to  provide  for  giving  the  new 
parties  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  proceedings  already  had 
in  the  action.  But  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  the  order  should 
contain  any  such  provisions,  in  order  to  give  eflFect  to  the  prior 
proceedings  in  the  cause.  The  legal  eflFect  of  the  order  is,  to 
authorize  the  continuance  of  the  proceedings  from  the  point  at 
which  they  were  interrupted  by  the  death  of  the  party,  and  to 
give  to  the  parties  substituted  the  benefit  of  the  proceedings 
already  had  in  the  action.  Moore  v.  Hamilton^  48  Barb.  120 ; 
44  N.  Y.  (5  Hand)  666. 

d.  Appeals  from  (he  order.  An  order  of  revival  allowing 
actions  to  be  continued  in  the  name)  of  survivor^,  and  substitut- 
ing the  representatives  of  the  deceased  parties,  is  appealable  as 
afltecting  a  substantial  right.  St.  John  v.  Croel^  10  How.  263 ; 
Code,  §  349 ;  Wilson  v.  Duncan^  11  Abb.  3. 
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BY  TBAKSFER. 

Section  1.  Effect  of  a  transfer  of  the  interest  of  a  sole  plain- 
tiff. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  provides  that,  in  case  of  any  transfer 
of  interest  other  than  that  resulting  from  the  death,  marriage,  or 
other  disability  of  a  party,  the  action  may  be  continued  in  the 
name  of  the  original  party,  or  the  court  may  allow  the  person  to 
whom  the  transfer  is  made  to  be  substituted  in  the  action.  Code, 
§  121.  The  eflfect  of  such  transfer,  therefore,  is  to  give  to  the 
transferee  the  right  to  apply  to  the  court  for  an  order  substi- 
tuting himself  in  the  place  of  the  original  plaintiff,  to  whose 
rights  he  has  succeeded.  K  the  transferee  fails  to  apply  to  the 
court  to  be  thus  substituted  as  plaintiff,  the  action  must  be  still 
continued  in  the  name  of  the  original  plaintiff,  as  the  transferee 
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alone  is  authorized  to  make  the  application,  and  the  defendant 
cannot  compel  him  to  become  a  plaintiff  without  his  consent. 
Packard  v.  Wood^  17  Abb.  318 ;  Emmet  v.  Bowers^  23  How.  300 ; 
Howard  v.  Taylor ^  11  id.  380 ;  S.  C,  5  Duer,  604.  Even  on 
the  application  of  the  transferee,  it  is  within  the  discretion  of  the 
court  to  allow  or  disallow  the  motion.  Where  a  substitution  can- 
not prejudice  any  right  or  remedy  of  the  defendant,  it  is  almost  a 
matter  of  course  to  grant  the  motion.  When  the  opposite  result 
would  be  effected  by  the  change,  the  court  will  either  deny  the 
motion  or  grant  it  on  such  terms  as  will  protect  the  defendant 
from  injury.  Howard  v.  Taylor^  11  How.  380.  No  order  of 
substitution  will  be  made,  unless  special  circumstances  are  shown 
to  satisfy  the  court  of  its  propriety  or  necessity.  Murray  v. 
General  Mutual  Ins.  Co.^  2  Duer,  607.  Neither  can  any  order 
of  the  court,  under  section  121  of  the  Code,  have  the  effect  of  sub- 
stituting one  who  has  the  right  to  sue,  for  one  who  had  no  right 
to  sue.  JEa^i  Hiver  Bank  v.  Cutting^  1  Bosw.  636.  Neither  can 
the  assignee  of  a  cause  of  action,  who  has  been  substituted  on  an 
ex  parte  application,  acquire  any  greater  rights  than  his  assignor, 
nor  avoid  any  liability  to  set-offs  which  existed  against  the  de- 
mand while  in  the  hands  of  the  assignor.  Roberts  v.  Garter^  24 
How.  44 ;  S.  C.  reversed,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  107 ;  6  Trans.  App. 
253.    See  8.  C,  17  How.  341 ;  Terry  v.  Roberts,  15  id.  66. 

Seetion  2.  Effect  of  the  transfer  of  the  interest  of  one  of  sev- 
eral plaintiffs.  Where  one  of  two  tenants  in  common  of  personal 
property  assigns  his  interest  in  an  action  for  the  conversion 
thereof  to  the  defendant  in  the  action,  this  transfer  of  interest 
^  not  abate  the  action  so  far  as  the  other  plaintiff  is  concerned, 
but  the  latter  may  proceed  in  the  name  of  both  plaintiffs,  or 
amend  by  striking  out  the  name  of  the  plaintiff  who  has  released 
his  tight  of  action.  Oock  v.  Keneda,  29  Barb.  120.  So  where 
one  plaintiff  in  an  action  transfers  his  interest  to  his  co-plaintiff, 
and  the  assignee  dies,  the  court  may  let  in  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  the  deceased  plaintiff,  and  yet  deny  his  application 
to  be  allowed  to  prosecute  as  sole  plaintiff.  Sheldon  v.  Havens, 
7  How.  268. 

Petition  of  assignee  of  plaintiff^  s  title  to  continue  action  in 

Ms  ovm  name. 
(Nam£  of  court) 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  A.  B. 
to  be  substituted  as  plaintiff  in  an 
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action  pending  between  C.  D.,  plain- 
tiff, and  E.  F.,  defendant 
To  tTie  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  New  TorTc : 
Thepetition  of  A.  B.  respectfully  shows  to  the  court : 

I.  That  on  or  about  the  day  of  ,  187  ,  C.  D.,  the 
plaintiff  above  named,  commenced  an  action  in  this  court  against 
one  E.  F.  {staie  the  cause  of  action  and  its  condition,  including 
Ute  proceedings  had  in  the  cause). 

II.  That,  after  the  commencement  of  said  action,  to  wit,  on  the 
day  of  ,  187    ,  thfe  said  C.  D.,  plaintiff  in  said  action, 

duly  assigned  and  transferred  {state  the  property  or  nature  of 
the  interest  assigned)  for  a  valuable  consideration,  to  your  peti- 
tioner, who  is  now  the  lawful  owner  and  holder  thereof. 

III.  That  {state  the  special  circumstances  thai  render  the 
suhstitutUm  necessary\  wherefore,  your  petitioner  prays  that  he 
may  be  substituted  as  plaintiff  in  said  action  in  the  plaee  of  said 
C.  I).,  and  that  the  said  action  may  be  continued  in  his  name,  and 
that  he  may  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  the  court  may 
deem  just. 

{Date.)  {Signature.) 

{  Venue.) 

A  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  has  read  (or  heard  read) 
the  foVegoing  petition,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that 
the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  those  mat- 
ters therein  stated  on  information  and  belief,  and  as  to  those 
matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Petition  hy  Receiver. 

(The  same  as  in  preceding  form  to  "11.'') 

n.  That  pending  said  action,  to  wit :  on  the       day  of  , 

187  ,  upon  apphcation  duly  made  by  W.  M.,  a  judgment 
creditor  of  said  \j.  D.,  in  proceedings  supplementary  to  execu- 
tion, your  petitioner  was,  by  the  order  of  Hon.  ,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  (or  county  judge  for*  the 
county  of  ),  duly  appointed  receiver  of  the  property  of 
the  said  C.  D. 

Wherefore,  etc.  (as  in  preceding  form). 

Notice  of  Motion. 

{Entitled  as  in  petition.) 

Please  take  notice:  That  on  the  annexed  petition,  and  on 
the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  I  shall  move  the  court  at  a  special 
term  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the  day  of  ,  187    , 

at  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  coun- 

sel can  be  heard,  for  an  order  directing  the  action  referred  to  in 
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the  annexed  petition,  and  heretofore  pending  in  this  court 
between  C.  D. .  plaintiff,  and  Y.  Z. ,  defendant,  to  be  continued 
in  the  name  oi  A.  B.,  as  plaintiff,  in  the  place  of  C.  D,,  plaintiff, 
above  named  ;  and  granting  the  said  A.  B.  leave  to  amend  the 
complaint  herein  as  he  shall  be  advised  and  for  such  other  and 
farther  relief  as  the  court  may  deem  just. 
{DateA  R.  L., 

To  F.  Q.,  AUoriieyfor  A.  B. 

AitoTTieyfoT  Defendant. 

Order  for  Substitution. 
{Title  of  Cause. )  ( Caption^ 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  A.  £.  and  the  pleadings 
in  this  action,  and  on  motion  of  R.  L.,  counsel  for  the  said  A.  B., 
assignee  (or  receiver)  of  the  plaintiff],  and  after  hearing  P.  Q.  of 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  in  opposition. 

Ordered  :  That  the  above-entitled  action  be  continued  bv  A. 
B.  as  plaintiff  herein,  in  the  place  of  C.  B.,  the  plaintiff  above 
named,  and  further,  tnat  he  be  allowed  to  amend  the  complaint 
as  he  shall  be  advised. 

Section  3.  Change^  how  effected.  The  change  of  parties  in 
the  case  of  a  transfer  of  interest  can  be  effected  only  on  the 
motion  of  the  transferree,  as  has  been  previously  stated.  The 
motion  should  be  made  at  special  term,  and  may  be  on  notice  or 
ex  parte.  The  practice  is  similar  to  that  on  any  other  motion. 
The  allowance  or  refusal  of  the  order  being  within  the  discretion 
of  the  court  no  appeal  therefrom  is  allowable.  McOown  v. 
Leavenworth^  2  E.  D.  Smith,  24. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

BY  ADDITION. 

Seetion  1.    When  other  parties  must  be  added. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  authorizes  the  court  to  determine 
any  controversy  between  the  parties  before  it,  when  it  can  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of,  others,  or  by  saving 
their  rights.  But  it  also  provides,  that,  when  a  complete  deter- 
mination of  the  controversy  cannot  be  had  without  the  presence 
of  other  parties,  the  court  must  cause  them  to  be  brought  in. 
CSode,  §  122.  The  rule  of  the  former  court  of  chancery  in  rela- 
tion to  the  addition  of  parties  was  almost  identical  with  this 
provision  of  the  Code.    Dams  v.  Mayor ^  etc.,  of  New  YorTc^  14 

N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  606.    Under  this  section  of  the  Code,  if  there 
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are  any  persons  not  parties,  whose  rights  must  be  ascertained 
and  settled  before  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  suit  can  be 
determined,  it  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  the  court  to  order 
such  persons  to  be  made  parties  before  further  progress  in  the 
action.  McMahon  v.  AlleUj  12  How.  39 ;  S.  C.  afltoned,  3  Abb. 
89;  1  Hilt.  103;  Fowell  v.  Mnchy  5  Duer,  666;  Davis  v. 
Mayor,  etc, J  of  New  TorJc^  2  id.  663;  .Waring  v.  Waring^ 
3  Abb.  246.  In  such  cases  the  court  has  no  discretion.  lb.  To 
place  this  question  beyond  a  doubt,  the  legislature,  by  the  amend- 
ment of  1851,  changed  the  wording  of  the  section,  as  originally 
passed,  from  the  permissive  to  the  imperative  form ;  originally  it 
was  provided  that  *'the  court  may  order,''  etc.  The  amend- 
ment substituted  must  for  may.  Shaver  v.  Brainard^  29 
Barb.  25. 

&.  What  interest  the  original  parties  must  have.  The  con- 
struction of  this  section  must  not  be  carried  beyond  its  plain 
intent.  It  does  not  authorize  an  entire  change  of  parties  on 
either  side,  nor  does  it  contemplate  adding  a  party  who  has  a 
right  to  sue,  to  a  party  who  has  no  such  right.  The  section 
applies  only  to  cases  where  one  or  more  of  the  original  parties 
had  such  an  interest  in  the  controversy  as  would  enable  him  to 
sustain  the  action,  but  where  the  controversy  would  not  be 
completely  settled  without  the  presence  of  other  parties.  Davis 
V.  Mayor  of  New  TorJc^  14  N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  506.  Thus  the  court 
will  not  allow  the  plaintiff  to  bring  in  a  new  party  defendant, 
when  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  depends  upon  the  presence 
of  such  party,  as  this  would  be  equivalent  to  the  commencement 
of  a  new  action.  McMahon  v.  Allen,  12  How.  39 ;  S.  C. 
affirmed,  3  Abb.  89 ;  1  Hilt.  103.  Neither  can  the  court  order  a 
plaintiff  to  sue  a  person  against  his  will,  where  the  introduction 
of  such  person  as  a  party  is  not  necessary  to  a  decision  of  the 
questions  involved  in  an  action  already  commenced.  Thus  the 
court  cannot  compel  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action  against  the 
indorsers  of  a  promissory  note,  to  bring  in  the  other  parties  to 
the  note,  and  convert  a  legal  action  in  a  suit  in  equity.  Savyyer 
V.  Chambers,  11  Abb.  110. 

Section  2.  In  what  cases  the  addition  of  parties  is  discretion- 
ary with  the  conrt. 

a.  In  general.  Where,  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  real  or 
personal  property,  a  person  not  a  party  to  the  action,  but  having 
an  interest  in  its  subject-matter,  makes  application  to  the  court 
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to  be  made  a  party,  it  may  order  him  to  be  brought  in  by  a 
proper  amendment.  Code,  §  122.  This  provision  of  the  Code, 
allowing  a  stranger  to  the  suit  to  be  made  a  party,  is  confined  to 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  specific  real  or  specific  personal  prop- 
erty, and  does  not  extend  to  actions  for  the  recovery  of  money. 
Kdsey  Y.  Murray,  28  How.  243;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  294;  TaUman 
v.  Hollistery  9  How.  608  ;  Jvdd  v.  Young,  7  id.  79.  See  War 
ing  V.  Waring,  3  Abb.  246 ;  Conklin  v.  Bishop,  3  Duer,  646 ; 
EoTvbyY.  Oordon,  9 Bosw.QSQ  ;  Daytonv.  Wilkes,  Sid.  655.  But 
in  all  cases  where  a  stranger  to  the  suit  is  authorized  to  apply  to 
the  court  for  leave  to  come  in  and  be  made  a  party,  the  allowance 
or  denial  of  the  order  rests  wholly  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
Scheldt  v.  Sturgis,  10  Bosw.  606. 

Section  3.  Application^  how  and  when  made. 

a.  At  wJiai  stage  of  the  proceedings.  An  application  to  be 
made  a  party  to  an  action  may  be  made  at  any  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  but,  as  the  granting  of  the  order  is  discretionary  with 
the  court,  the  application  should  be  made  at  the  earliest  stage 
of  the  action  possible.  As  a  general  rule,  an  application  of 
this  nature  will  be  denied  if  delayed  until  after  the  entry  of 
judgment.  Car  swell  v.  NeaiUe,  12  How.  446.  But  this  rule  is 
not  inflexible,  and,  in  proper  cases,  the  court  will  grant  an  appli- 
cation made  even  after  the  entry  of  judgment.  Thus,  sureties 
may  be  let  in  to  defend,  on  the  merits,  in  place  of  the  defendant 
for  whom  they  are  bound,  even  after  a  regular  judgment,  if,  on 
a  proper  application,  excusing  the  delay,  such  an  (Jirder  appears 
necessary  for  their  protection.  Jewett  v.  Crane,  13  Abb.  97 ;  35 
Barb.  206. 

Section  4.  Application^  how  made.  The  application  of  a 
stranger  to  the  suit  to  be  made  a  party  should  be  made  to  the 
court  at  special  term,  on  affidavits,  setting  forth  the  existence  and 
condition  of  the  action  ;  the  interest  of  the  party  applying  in  the 
sabject-matter  of  the  controversy ;  and,  in  cases  where  the  appli- 
cation is  made  after  judgment  entered,  any  matter  that  may  be 
set  forth  in  excuse  of  the  delay. 

* 

Affidavit. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

County  of  ,  ss: 

C.  D.,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

L  That  the  above-entitled  action  is  brought  for  (state  cause  of 
action). 
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II.  That  said  action  has  not,  as  the  deponent  is  informed  and 
believes,  proceeded  to  judgment. 

III.  (State  claim  of  the  deponent  in  respect  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  action.) 

IV.  That  the  clami  of  the  plaii^tiflF  in  this  action  is  made 
adversely  to  the  rights  of  the  deponent,  and  the  deponent  there- 
fore desires  to  litigate  the  question  directly  with  him. 

{Jurat.)  {Signaiure.) 

Notice  of  Motion. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice :  That  on  the  affidavit,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  served,  and  on  the  pleadings  in  this  action,  I  shall 
apply  to  the  court  at  a  special  term  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the- 

day  of  ,  187    ,  at  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  or 

as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  for  an  order  directing 
C.  D.  to  be  made  a  party  defendant  in  the  action  now  pending 
between  A.  B.,  plaintiff,  and  Y.  Z.,  defendant,  and  for  such  other 
and  further  relief  as  to  the  court  may  seem  just. 

{Date.)  {Signature.) 

{Address.) 

Order  "bringing  in  new  D^endant. 

{ Title  of  cause. )  {Caption. ) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  C.  D.,  and  on  motion  of 
0.  P.,  counsel  for  the  said  C.  D.,  and  after  hearing  Q.  R.,  of 
counsel  for  A.  B.,  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  in  opposition  (or 
on  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  C.  D.,  and  on  proof  of  due 
service  of  notice  of  this  motion,  and  on  motion  of  O.  P.,  counsel 
for  the  said  C.  D.,  no  one  appearing  in  opposition)  : 

Ordered  :  That  C.  D.  be  made  a  party  defendant  herein,  and  * 
that  the  summons  and  complaint  be  amended  accordingly  (and 
that  the  plaintiff  have  leave  to  amend  them  in  such  other  resjJects 
as  he  may  be  advised) ;  and  that,  on  the  appearance  herein  of  the 
said  C.  l5.,  b;^  the  service  of  a  notice  thereof  on  the  plaintiff's 
attorney  within  days  from  the  entry  of  this  order,  a  copy 

of  the  complaint  as  amended  be  served  upon  the  attorney  for  the 
said  C.  D.  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  and  that  tne  cause 
thereupon  proceed  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  C.  D.  had  been 
originally  made  a  party  defendant  herein. 

Section  5.  When  the  court  may  make  the  order  on  its  own 
motion.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  court  to  order  any  per- 
son to  be  made  a  party,  when  it  appears  at  the  hearing,  or  at  any 
stage  of  the  suit,  that  such  course  is  necessary  to  a  complete 
determination  of  the  controversy,  even  though  no  objection  has 
been  raised  by  either  party.    /Sitefe  of  New  York  v.  Mayor ^  etc.j 
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of  New  YorJCy  3  Dner,  119 ;  Davis  v.  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Torky  2  id.  663.  So,  even  on  appeal,  the  appellate  court  may 
reverse  a  judgment  which  is  defective  for  want  of  parties^  and 
order  them  to  be  brought  before  the  court  by  amendment  of  the 
summons  and  complaint,  although  no  objection  was  raised  on 
the  trial  in  the  court  below,  or  even  on  the  appeal.  Shaver  v. 
BraiTuird,  29  Barb.  25. 

Order  by  the  court  without  motion. 

( Title  qf  cause. )  ( Caption. ) 

This  cause  coming  on  to  be  tried,  and  it  appearing  to  the  court 
that  the  presence  of  C.  D.  is  necessary  to  a  complete  determina- 
tion of  the  controversy : 

Obdebed  :  That  the  summons  and  complaint  in  this  action  be 
amended  by  the  addition  of  C.  B.  as  a  defendant  therein ;  that 
the  plaintiff  have  leave  to  further  amend  said  summons  and 
complaint  as  he  may  be  advised ;  and  that  he  cause  the  said, C. 
D.  to  be  dulv  served  with  a  copy  of  the  same  as  amended  within 
days  from  the  date  df  this  order ;  that  the  said  C.  D.  have 
twenty  days  to  answer  the  complaint  after  such  service ;  and  that 
the  tnal  oi  this  cause  be  postponed  until  the  action  is  in  readi- 
ness to  be  brought  to  trial  agamst  the  said  C.  D. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

INTEBPLEABEB. 

Section  1.  Nature  and  object  of  the  remedy. 

a.  In  general.  Interpleader,  under  every  system  of  practice, 
whether  at  common  law,  in  equity,  or  under  the  Code,  is  that  rem- 
edy which  is  given  to  a  person  standing  in  the  position  of  a  mere 
stakeholder,  against  whom  two  or  more  persons  severally  make 
claim  for  the  same  thing,  under  different  titles,  or  in  separate 
interests ;  and  who,  not  knowing  to  which  of  the  claimants  he 
ought  of  right  to  render  the  debt  or  duty  claimed,  or  to  deliver 
the  proi>erty  in  his  custody,  is  either  molested  by  an  action  or 
actions  brought  against  him,  or  fears  that  he  may  suffer  injury 
from  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  parties ;  and  who,  therefore, 
applies  to  the  court,  not  only  to  protect  him  from  being  compelled 
to  pay  or  deliver  the  thing  claimed  to  both  the  claimants,  but 
also  from  the  vexation  attending  upon  the  suits,  which  are,  or 
may  be,  instituted  against  him,  upon  the  deposit  in  court  of  the 
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thing  claimed.  Bedell  v.  Hoffman^  2  Paige,  199 ;  Atkinson  v. 
MankSy  1  Cow.  691 ;  Shaw  v.  Coster ^  8  Paige,  339 ;  Vrigg  v.  BitZy 
17  Abb.  436 ;  Johnston  v.  ZewiSy  4  Abb.  N.  S.  160 ;  Code,  §  122 ; 
Hoggart  v.  CvUs,  1  Craig  &  Ph.  197,  204. 

In  such  cases  the  protection  of  the  court  ought  to  be  extended 
upon  principles  of  a  most  obvious  equity,  which  require  that  the 
claimants  should  be  compelled  to  interplead  and  settle  the  con- 
test between  themselves,  without  involving  the  plaintiff  in  a 
dispute  in  which  he  is  not  interested  to  any  greater  extent  than 
as  a  mere  ^keholder.  Langston  v.  Boylston^  2  Ves.  Jr.  109  ; 
Pearson  v.  Cardon^  4  Sim.  218 ;  2  R.  &  M.  609 ;  Olyn  v.  Dues- 
hurj/y  11  Sim.  147 ;  Crawshay  v.  Thornton^  2  M.  &  C.  19. 

The  principle  on  which  the  jurisdiction  is  based  was  recog- 
nized at  common  law,  and  was  applied  where  a  chattel  had  come 
to  a  man's  possession  by  accident  or  bailment,  from  both  claim- 
ants jointly,  or  from  those  under  whom  both  made  title.  The 
technical  forms  of  pleading  excluded  the  principle,  except  in 
these  two  cases ;  but  in  equity,  where  these  forms  did  not  exist, 
its  operation  was  extended  to  all  cases  where  the  same  thing, 
debt  or  obligation  was  the  subject  of  both  claims.  Orawshay  v. 
Thorntm,  2  M.  &  C.  21 ;  Glyn  v.  Duesbury,  11  Sim.  147. 

&.  How  far  the  action  and  order  of  interpleader  are  concur- 
rent remedies.  The  action  of  interpleader,  as  it  existed  under 
the  former,  and  still  exists  under  the  present,  practice,  is  a  rem- 
edy concurrent  with  that  furnished  by  section  122  .of  the  Code. 
McKay  v.  Draper,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  256  (260) ;  Patterson  v. 
Perry,  14  How.  605;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  686;  Beck  v.  Stephani,  9 
How.  193.  The  Code  has  introduced  no  new  cause  of  interpleader, 
but  has  simply  provided  a  more  simple  remedy,  which  may  be 
resorted  to  where  previously  the  only  remedy  was  by  action. 
Voshurgh  v.  Huntington,  15  Abb.  254 ;  McKay  v.  Draper,  27 
N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  256.  The  right  to  the  remedy  by  action  or  by 
order  springs  from  substantially  the  same  state  of  factfi ;  and 
although  the  remedies  are  distinct,  the  principles  applicable  to 
the  one  are  equally  applicable  to  the  other,  and  do  not  require 
to  be  separately  discussed.  The  proceedings  in  the  two  cases  are, 
however,  wholly  dissimilar,  and  are  therefore  separately  treated. 

c.  Election  between  remedies.  Any  party  against  whom  ad- 
verse claims  for  the  same  thing,  deb^  or  duty,  is  sought  to  be 
enforced  by  action,  and  who  makes  no  claim  to  the  subject  of  the 
controversy,  may,  at  his  option,  seek  his  remedy  by  action  under 
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the  rules  and  practice  of  the  former  court  of  chancery,  or  he  may- 
apply  for  the  order  allowed  in  such  cases  under  the  provisions 
of  section  122  of  the  Code.  There  is  but  one  limit  to  this  right  of 
election  between  the  remedies  furnished  by  the  action  and  the 
order  of  interpleader.  The  person,  against  whom  the  adverse 
claims  are  made,  may  resort  to  the  action  of  interpleader  before 
any  action  is  commenced  against  hini,  by  either  of  the  adverse 
cMmants,  while  the  order  can  be  obtained  only  aftel*  an  action  has 
been  actually  commenced  against  him  to  enforce  one  or  more  of 
the  conflicting  claims.  Richards  v.  Salter,  6  Johils.  Ch.  445 ; 
Code,  §  122;  Patterson  v  Perrp,  14  How.  505;  S.  C,  6  Duer, 
686 ;  McKay  v.  Draper,  27  N.  Y,  (13  Smith)  256.  But  where 
sach  action  has  been  commenced,  and  the  defendant  therein  is 
entitled  to  his  election,  if  he  exercises  that  right  by  commencing 
an  action  of  interpleader,  he  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  obtain  the 
relief  provided  by  an  order  under  section  122  of  the  Code.  Wash- 
ingUm  Life  Ins.  Oo.  v.  Lavyrence,  28  How.  436. 

The  statute  does  not  abrogate  the  right  to  relief  by  an  action 
of  interpleader ;  but,  if  an  action  is  commenced  for  that  purpose, 
the  remedy  by  ordei*  will  not  also  be  granted.  Sturgess  v. 
Claude,  1  Dowl.  605;  Arrayne  v.  Lloyd,  1  Bing.  (N.  C.)  720 ; 
1  Sc.  609. 

Section  2.  Facts  essential  to  a  right  to  the  remedy. 

a.  In  general.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  the  facts  which 
will  entitle  a  person  to  maintain  an  action  of  interpleader  will 
also  entitle  him  to  the  order,  under  the  Code,  if  the  claims 
against  him  are  sought  to  be  enforced  by  action.  The  principles 
governing  the  right  to  relief,  under  either  form  of  the  remedy, 
are  identical^  and  the  principles  laid  down  in  ibis  section  are 
applicable  to  the  remedy  by  action  or  by  order. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  bills  of  interpleader  will  not  be  encour- 
aged while  there  are  other  means  of  adjusting  conflicting  claims 
with  safety  to  the  stakeholder.  But  a  party  holding  a  fund  in 
which  he  has  no  interest,  and  to  which  adverse  claims  are  set  up, 
wiU  not  be  compelled  to  stand  an  action  at  law  brought  by  either 
party^  even  under  a  promise  of  indemnity  from  the  other. 
NeiOier  will  he  be  obliged  to  exercise  any  judgment  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  conflicting  rights  of  the  parties,  when  one  threatens 
or  commences  a  suit,  and  the  other  forbids  payment.  BleeJcer  v. 
Oraham,  2  Edw.  Ch.  647 ;  Langston  v.  Boylston,  2  Ves.  Jr. 
101  (109);  Aikinscn  v*  Manhs,  1  Cow.  691.    But,  on  the  other 
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hand,  he  will  be  entitled  to  some  form  of  the  remedy  of  inter- 
pleader, if  the  facts  of  the  case  are  otherwise  in  harmony  with 
the  following  principles : 

b.  Party  seeking  reli^  must  he  disinterested.  The  right  to  the 
relief  furnished  by  the  remedy  of  Interpleader  is,  in  all  cases, 
founded  upon  the  fact  that  two  or  more  persons .  ai:e  making  a 
claim  against  a  third  person  for  the  same  thing,  and  that  the 
party  against  whom  these  claims  are  urged  claims  no  beneficial 
interest  in  the  property  or  thing  in  dispute,  but  merely  asks  to 
be  allowed  to  deposit  the  same  in  court,  and  that  the  persons 
who  have  commenced,  or  are  threatening  him  with  suits,  in  respect 
thereto,  may  be  compelled,  by  order  or  decree  of  the  court.,  to 
settle  their  claims  among  themselves,  and  not  with  him,  or  at 
his  expense  or  hazard.  Atkinson  v.  Manks^  1  Cow.  691 ;  Lang- 
ston  V.  Boylston^  2  Ves.  Jr.  101,  109. 

The  first  and  most  essential  fact  to  be  established,  to  show  the 
right  of  the  party  seeking  relief  to  the  remedy  famished  by  inter- 
pleader, is  that  such  party  claims  no  interest  in  or  to  the  prop- 
erty or  thing  in  dispute.  No  relief  of  this  nature  can  be  granted 
where  it  appears  that  the  party  seeking  the  remedy  claims  an  inter- 
est in,  or  a  portion  of,  the  fund  in  dispute.  Wakeman  v.  Dickey ^ ' 
19  Abb.  24 ;  Atkinson  v.  Manks^  1  Cow.  691 ;  Oppenheirn  v.  Leo 
Wolf,  3  Sandf.  Ch.  571 ;  S.  C,  4  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  259.  Neither 
can  this  relief  be  obtained,  where  the  party  against  whom  con- 
flicting claims  are  made,  asks  any  relief  against  either  of  the 
claimants,  beyond  permission  to  pay  the  money  or  deliver  the 
property  to  the  one  to  whom  it  of  right  belongs,  and  to  be  there- 
after protected  against  the  claims  of  both.  Bedell  v.  HoffToanj 
2  Paige,  199  ;  I^ew  York  &  New  Haven  JR.  M.  Co.  v.  Schuyler y  1 
Abb.  417 ;  Schuyler  v.  Hargous,  3  Eob.  673 ;  S.  C,  28  How. 
245 ;  Mitchell  v.  Hayn^e,  2  Sim.  &  Stu.  63 ;  Atkinson  v.  Mariks^ 
1  Cow.  691.  So  a  denial  of  any  liability  to  either  of  the  claim- 
ants, and  a  neglect  to  bring  the  property  or  thing  in  dispute  into 
court,  wiU  be  fatal  to  any  application  for  this  remedy.  McHenry 
V.  Hazard,  45  Barb.  667.  In  all  cases  the  party  seeking  relief 
by  interpleader  must  be  wholly  disinterested,  and  have  no  inter- 
ests conflicting  with,  or  adverse  or  hostile  to,  those  of  either  of 
the  claimants.  New  York  &  New  Haven  H.  H.  Co.  v.  Schuy- 
lei\  1  Abb.  417 ;  Lincoln  v.  Rutland  &  Burlington  R.  R.  Co.^ 
24  Vt.  639.  Thus,  while  an  auctioneer  may  compel  a  vendor, 
who  claims  the  deposit  money  received  at  a  sale  of  his  property, 
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to  interplead  with  the  vendee  who  claims  its  return,  he  cannot 
obtain  this  remedy  while  he  himself  claims  to  deduct  his  com- 
missions from  the  deposit  in  question.  Bleeker  v.  Ordham^  2 
Edw.  Ck  647 ;  MUcheU  v.  Bdpne,  2  Sim.  &  Stu.  63  ;  Moore  v. 
Usher,  7  Sim.  384 ;  Bignold  v.  Audland,  11  id.  24.  So,  if  any 
par^y  seeking  this  relief  has  in  any  way  lent  himself  to  further 
the  claims  of  either  party  to  the  fund  in  controversy,  or  to  aid 
one  in  obtaining  the  possession  thereof,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  he  wiU  have  such  an  interest  in  relation  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  dispute  as  will  justify  a  denial  of  the  reMef  sought. 
Marvin  v.  Ellwoody  11  Paige,  366.  The  right  to  the  remedy  of 
interpleader  always  depends  upon  the  fact  that  the  party  claim- 
ing the  right  is  the  mere  holder  of  a  stake  which  is  equally  con- 
tested by  other  parties,  and  as  to  which  the  plaintiff  stands 
wholly  indifferent  between  them  ;  and  that,  when  the  respective 
rights  of  the  claimants  are  settled,  nothing  farther  remains  in 
controversy.  Lincoln  Y.Rutland  &  Burlington  R.  R^  Co.,  24 
Vt.  639. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  proceeding  by  interpleader  from  being 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  advantage  to  one  of  the 
claimants  over  the  other,  the  court  will  require  the  party  seek- 
ing the  relief  to  accompany  his  complaint  or  application  with  an 
affidavit  that  there  is  no  collusion  between  him  and  any  of  the 
parties,  and  to  bring  the  money  or  thing  claimed  into  court,  so 
that  he  cannot  be  benefited  by  the  delay  of  payment  which  may 
result  from  the  proceeding.  Atkinson  v.  ManJcs,  1  Cow.  691 ; 
Farley  v.  Blood,  30  N.  H.  (10  Foster)  364 ;  Code,  §  122. 

The  statute  does  not  apply  where  the  subject-matter  of  the 
claim  has  arisen  out  of  some  illegal  transaction,  and  therefore  an 
order  of  interpleader  will  not  be  granted  in  an  action  brought 
against  the  holder  of  a  stake  deposited  with  him  to  abide  the 
event  of  an  illegal  race.    Applegarth  v.  Colley,  2  D.  N.  S.  223. 

c.  Must  Tiave  no  adequate  remedy  at  law.  It  is  essential  to 
the  right  to  the  remedy  of  interpleader  that  the  party  asserting 
that  right  has  no  protection  at  law  against  the  consequences  of 
the  conflicting  claims,  or  that  the  legal  remedy,  if  any  exists,  is 
inadequate  to  afford  complete  protection  against  them.  Dry 
Dock  Methodist  Episcopal  Mission  Church  v.  Carr,  2  Barb.  60 ; 
Bedell  v.  Hoffman,  2  Paige,  199 ;  Mohawk  and  Hudson  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  CluU,  4  id.  384. 

22 
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d.  Must  he  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  claimants.  It  is  also 
essential  to  the  right  of  interpleader,  that  the  person  standing  in 
the  position  of  a  stakeholder  is  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  dif- 
ferent claimants  to  the  fand  held  by  hin^  or,  at  least,  that  there 
is  some  doubt  as  to  which  of  them  is  entitled  to  the  fund,  so  that 
he  cannot  safely  pay  it  to  either,  Mohawk  and  Hudson  S.  H. 
Co.  y.  CltUej  4  Paige,  384 ;  Wilson  v.  Dwncan,  11  Abb.  3  j  £eU 
V.  Eunt,  3  Barb.  Ch.  891 ;  Shaw  v.  Coster,  8  Paige,  339.  If  it 
appears  that  the  party  seeking  to  compel  adverse  claimants  to 
interplead- is  fully  acquainted  with  the  rights  of  the  respective 
parties,  or,  if  it  is  shown  by  him  in  his  complaint  or  affidavit 
that  one  of  the  claimants  has  no  right  to  the  fund  or  property  in 
controversy,  the  court  will  leave  the  parties  to  adjust  their 
claims  at  law.  lb. 

In  certain  cases,  a  party  seeking  to  compel  others  to  interplead 
will  be  estopped  from  alleging  his  ignorance  of  the  rights  of  all 
the  claimants,  and  in  these  cases  the  remedy  will  be  denied. 
Thus,  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of  merchandise  will  not  be  allowed 
to  indirectly  deny  the  title  of  his  vendor,  by  seeking  to  compel 
such  vendor,  when  demanding  payment  or  return  of  the  goods, 
to  interplead  with  a  stranger  who  makes  a  similar  demand,  on 
the  ground  that  the  goods  were  originally  obtained  from  him 
through  fraud.  Trigg  v.  Hitz,  17  Abb.  436;  Johnston  v. 
Lewis,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  150.  Upon  the  same  principle  a  tenant 
will  not  be  permitted  to  deny  the  title  of  his  landlord,  nor  can 
he  interplead  him  with  a  stranger.  Searaan  v.  Wright,  12  Abb. 
304.  And  it  is  a  well-settled  principle  that  a  bailee  cannot 
deny  the  title  of  his  bailor,  nor  can  a  vendee  deny  the  title  of 
his  vendor.  Marvin  v.  EUwood,  11  Paige,  365 ;  Sliaw  v.  Coster^ 
8  id.  339 ;  Lund  v.  BeamarC  s  Bank  for  Savings,  37  Barb.  129 ; 
23  How.  258.  But  a  vendee  will  not  be  estopped  from  alleging 
ignorance  of  the  title  of  his  vendor  where  two  parties  claim  to 
have  sold  the  goods  for  which  a  demand  for  the  pajonent  is  made 
against  him  by  each.    Johnston  v.  Lewis,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  150. 

It  is  also  a  general  rule  that  if  the  party  seeking  relief  has 
acknowledged  a  title  in  one  of  the  claimants,  and  has  thus  in- 
curred a  separate  liability  to  him,  the  remedy  by  interpleader 
will  be  denied.    Grawshay  v.  Thornton,  2  Mylne  &  Craig,  1. 

e.  Claims  of  parties  must  he  identioal.  It  is  an  invariable 
rule  that  the  thing  to  which  the  parties  make  adverse  claims, 
whether  it  be  a  debt,  a  duty,  or  specific  property,  must  be  one 
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and  the  same  thing ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  claims  must  be  iden- 
tical Thus,  where  an  auctioneer,  by  direction  of  the  owner, 
sells  the  same  property  to  two  persons  successively  and  receives 
a  deposit  from  each,  he  cannot,  on  a  claim  made  by  the  owner 
of  the  property  for  the  amount  of  both  deposits,  and  a  counter- 
claim by  each  for  the  amount  of  his  individual  deposit,  compel 
the  owner  and  the  purchasers  to  interplead.  Although,  as 
between  the  vendees  there  is  one  question  in  common,  viz. :  who 
is  the  real  purcliaser  of  the  estate,  yet  as  against  the  auctioneer, 
thdr  claims  are  for  different  things,  viz. :  the  individual  deposit 
of  each.  But  the  auctioneer  may  compel  the  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty and  the  first  purchaser  to  interplead,  or  the  owner  and  the 
second  purchaser ;  as,  between  these  parties,  the  claims  are 
identical    Hoggart  v.  Cutts^  1  Craig  &  PhilL  197. 

Claims  for  different  amounts  can  never  be  identical.  But  the 
lact  that  claims  are  for  the  same  amount  will  not,  of  itself,  be 
sufficient  to  render  them  identical,  as  the  amount  may  be  the 
same  and  yet  the  debts  be  different.  The  fact  that  the  claims 
are  the  same  in  amount  will,  however,  go  far  to  determine  the 
question  of  identity.  Glyn  v.  Duesbury^  11  Sim.  139.  But  the 
circumstances  out  of  which  the  adverse  claims  arise  should  also  be 
considered  in  determining  their  identity.  Thus,  a  vendee  who 
is  sued  by  his  vendor  for  the  price  of  goods  purchased,  and  by 
a  third  party  for  the  value  of  the  goods  in  trover,  cannot  main- 
tain an  action  of  interpleader,  as  the  claims  made  against  him 
are  not  identical  The  one  seeks  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
tract, the  other  claims  the  value  of  a  chattel,  which  is  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  it.  Slaney  v.  Sidney^  14  Mees.  and  Wels.  800 ; 
S.  C,  15  Law  J.  Exch.  72.  See  Trigg  v.  Hitz,  17  Abb.  436 ; 
Johnston  v.  LewU^  4  Abb.  N.  S.  150.  But  where  claims  are  for 
different  amounts,  yet  are  identical  in  other  respects,  the  action 
may  be  maintained.  Thus,  where  a  party  has  been  assessed  in 
two  different  counties  for  the  same  personal  property,  he  may 
maintain  an  action  of  interpleader  against  two  collectors  seeking 
to  collect  the  tax  levied  under  such  assessment,  although  the 
amounts  in  each  case  may  be  different,  as  the  claims  are  for  the 
same  debt  or  duty.  Thomson  v.  Ehbets^  1  Hopk.  272 ;  Medjield 
T.  Swpermsors  of  Genesee  Co.,  1  Clarke's  Ch.  42 ;  Mayor ,  etc.,  of 
New  Tork  v.  Flagg,  6  Abb.  296  ;  MoTiawk  and  Hudson  R.  R. 
Co  V.  Clute,  4  Paige,  384. 
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So  although  the  original  debts  may  have  been  identical  in 
amount,  yet,  where  the  plaintiff  claims  part  payment  as  to  one  of 
the  parties  making  a  demand  against  him,  an  action  of  interpleader 
cannot  be  maintained.  Dvplock  v.  HamToond^  27  Eng.  Law  and 
Eq.  202.  And  it  is  an  invariable  rule  that  where  the  plaintiff 
raises  any  question  as  to  the  amount  of  the  claim,  which  is  the 
subject  of  litigation,  this  alone  will  be  fia.tal  to  the  right  to  the 
remedy.  lb. 

These  rules  do  not,  however,  require  that  the  claims  shall  be 
identical  in  character,  as  that  they  shall  be  both  legal,  or  both 
equitable,  in  order  to  entitle  the  party  against  whom  the  claims 
are  made  to  compel  the  claimants  to  interplead.  If  the  claims  are 
in  fact  identical,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  right  to  the  remedy  that  one  is  legal  and  the  other  equi- 
table, or  that  they  are  both  legal  or  both  equitable.  Richards  v. 
Salter^  6  Johns.  Ch.  445 ;  Tates  v.  Tisdale^  3  Edw.  Ch.  71 ;  Angell 
V.  Hodden^  15  Ves.  244;  Morgan  v.  Marsack^  2  Mer.  107; 
Lowndes  v.  Cornford^  18  Ves.  299. 

The  claims  must  not  only  relate  to  the  same  debt,  duty^r  thing, 
but  must,  also,  be  in  reality  conflicting  claims.  Cochrane  v. 
OBrien,  2  J.  &  L.  380 ;  S.  C,  8  Ir.  Eq.  R,  241 ;  Mohawk  &  Hud- 
son R.  R,  Co.  V.  Clutsj  4  Paige,  384, 392.  A  mere  pretext  of  a  con- 
flicting claim,  or  the  mere  possibility  that  there  may  be  two  liabil- 
ities, is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  of  interpleader.  lb. 

/.  Character  of  the  property  claimed.  In  order  to  maintain  the 
action  or  to  obtain  the  order  of  interpleader,  there  must  be  either 
soma  specific  property,  or  some  definite  sum  of  money  to  which 
different  parties  make  claim.  It  is  essential  to  the  right  to  the 
remedy  that  the  property  or  thing  claimed  is  definite  and  cer- 
tain in  its  character.  Lincoln  v.  Rvtland  &  Burlington  R. 
R.  Co.y  24  Vt.  639.  But  the  rule  goes  no  farther.  Where  the 
property  in  dispute  is  fixed  and  definite  in  its  character,  as 
shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  a  bank,  the  precise  value  of  the 
property  is  immaterial.     Cadp  v.  Potter^  65  Barb.  463. 

g.  Claims,  how  urged.  In  order  to  entitle  a  party  to  an  order 
of  interpleader  under  the  Code,  it  is  necessary  that  it  shall 
appear  that  an  action  has  been  commenced  against  him  to  enforce 
a  specified  claim,  and  that  a  person  not  a  party  to  the  action 
makes  a  demand  against  him  for  the  same  debt  or  property. 
Code,  §  122 ;  Patterson  v.  Perry,  14  How.  605 ;  8.  C,  6  Duer, 
686 ;  McKay  v.  Draper,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  256. 
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To  entitle  a  party  to  relief  under  the  statute  it  is  not  only 
necessary  that  he  be  sued,  but  the  complaint  in  the  action  must 
have  been  served.  Code,  §  122  ;  ParTcer  v.  Linnett^  2  D.  P.  C. 
562 ;  Harrison  v.  Payne^  2  Hodges,  107.  And  the  application 
must  be  made  before  the  service  of  the  answer  in  the  action. 
Code,  §  122. 

A  married  woman  may  have  the  order  when  the  claim  relates 
to  her  rights  as  against  an  execution  creditor.  Shingler  v.  HoU^ 
7H.&N.  65. 

To  entitle  a  party  to  maintain  the  action  of  interpleader,  how- 
ever, it  is  not  essential  that  an  action  should  hare  been  actually 
commenced.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  claim  is  made  against  him, 
and  that  he  is  in  danger  of  being  molested  by  conflicting  rights. 
Totes  V.  TisdaZe^  3  Edw.  Ch.  71 ;  Schuyler  v.  HargouSy  28  How. 
245 ;  S.  C,  3  Rob.  673 ;  Angell  v.  Hodden^  15  Ves.  244 ;  Lang- 
stan  V.  Boylstoriy  2  Ves.  Jr.  101 ;  Dungey  v.  Angavey  id.  304, 
310.  Even  a  liability  to  be  called  upon,  by  diflTerent  persons,for 
the  same  demand,  gives  a  right  to  maintain  the  action  to  deter- 
mine which  of  the  parties  is  entitled  to  the  fund  or  property 
which  may  be  the  subject  of  such  demand.  Duke  of  Bolton  v.* 
WUliaiTiSj  2  Ves.  Jr.  138,  152 ;  Hast  India  Co.  v.  Edwards^  18 
Ves.  376. 

Where  actions  were  commenced  against  aiji  acceptor  of  a  bill  by 
two  parties,  each  of  whom  claimed  to  be  the  lawful  owner  of  it, 
the  case  was  held  to  bea  proper  one  for  an  interpleader  to  deter- 
mine which  one  of  them  was  lawfully  entitled  to  recover  on  the 
bill.    Regan  v.  SerUy  9  Dowl.  193. 

So,  where  the  assignee  of  a  bankrupt  factor,sued  for  goods  sold 
by  the  bankrupt  to  the  defendant,  and  a  third  party  claimed  the 
proceeds  as  having  been  the  consignor  of  the  goods,  the  defend- 
ant was  allowed  an  order  of  interpleader.  Johnson  v.  ShaWy  4t 
Man.  &  Gr.  916 ;  12  L.  J.  N.  S.  C.  P.  112. 

h.  Applicant  for  relief  must  he  in  possession  of  the  matter 
in  dispute.  It  is  also  essential  to  the  right  to  relief  by  action, 
OT  by  an  order  of  interpleader,  that  the  party  seeking  relief 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  matter  in  dispute,  and  thus  be 
able  to  6bey  any  order  of  the  court  in  relation  to  the  disposition 
thereof.  And  it  is  not  enough  that  similar  property,  or  the  same 
sum,  may  be  in  the  possession  of  said  party,  which  he  is  willing 
to  deposit  or  pay  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  court,  if  the 
identical  thing  in  controversy  has  been  delivered  to  either  of  the 
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claimants.  Inland  v.  Bushell^  5  Dowl.  147 ;  Allen  v.  Qilby^  3 
id.  143.  So  where  an  action  is  brought  to  recover  the  possession 
of  personal  property,  and  the  plaintiff  therein  has  obtained  pos- 
session thereof  by  proceedings  in  the  nature  of  replevin,  the 
defendant  cannot  compel  the  plaintiff  to  interplead  with  a 
stranger  claiming  the  same  property,  if  he  has  waived  his  right 
to  a  redelivery  of  the  property,  and  consequently  cannot  de- 
posit it  in  court.     Voshurgh  v.  Huntington^  16  Abb.  254. 

L  Diligence.  A  party  who  seeks  relief  by  interpleader  must 
use  due  diligence  in  making  the  application,  for  delay  may  de- 
prive him  of  the  remedy  sought.  Larabrie  v.  Brown^  1  D.  &  J. 
205 ;  Deoereuxy.  John^  1  D.  P.  C.  548 ;  CookY.  Allen^  2  id.  11 ; 
1  C.  &  M.  542 ;  3  Tyr.  586 ;  Dixon  v.  JEnsell,  2  D.  P.  C.  621 ; 
BrockenJbury  v.  Laurie^  3  id.  180. 

Section  3.  Action  of  interpleader. 

a.  Old  rules  still  in  force.  The  Code,  as  has  previously  been 
stated,  has  left  unchanged  the  rules  and  principles  governing 
the  right  to  maintain  the  action  of  interpleader.  Voshurgh  v. 
Huntington^  16  Abb.  254 ;  STierman  v.  Partridge^  1  id.  266 ;  S. 
C,  11  How.  154 ;  4  Duer,  646.  It  follows  from  this,  that 
where  this  action  was  maintainable  under  the  former  practice,  it 
is  maintainable  now ;  and  that  the  cases  in  which  the  action  will 
lie  are  limited  to  the  cases  in  which  the  bill  of  interpleader 
might  properly  have  been  filed  in  chancery.  So,  whenever  a 
party  elects  to  bring  an  action  of  interpleader,  instead  of  apply- 
ing for  an  order  under  section  122  of  the  Code,  the  action  must 
be  governed  by  the  practice  and  rules  which  obtained  in  chancery 
in  similar  cases.  Washington  Life  Insurance  Go*  v.  Lav>rence^ 
28  How.  435. 

6.  Complaint  and  affidavit.  In  order  to  maintain  an  action  of 
interpleader,  the  complaint  must  show  (1),  that  two  or  more  per- 
sons have  preferred  a  claim  against  the  plaintiff;  (2)  that  they 
claim  the  same  thing ;  (3)  that  the  complainant  has  no  beneficial 
interest  in  the  thing  claimed ;  and  (4)  that  he  cannot  determine, 
without  hazard  to  himself,  to  which  of  the  two  defendants  the  thing 
of  right  belongs.  Atkinson  v.  Manks^  1  Cow.  691 ;  Nem  York  <6 
N.  H.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Schuyler^  1  Abb.  417 ;  Mohawk  &  Hudson  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  ClutCy  4  Paige,  384 ;  Redfield  v.  Supervisors  of  OeneseCj 
1  Clarke,  42.  It  must  also  show  that  the  complainant  can  in  no 
other  way  be  protected  from  an  oppressive  or  vexatious  litigation 
in  which  he  has  no  personal  interest.    Beck  v.  Stephanie  9  How, 
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193 ;  Dry  Dock  Methodist  Episcopal  Mission  Clmrch  v.  Carr^  2 
Barb.  60;  Bedell  v.  Hoffman^  2  Paige,  199.  The  complaint 
Bhoald  contain  no  demand  for  relief  against  either  of  the  defend- 
ants, farther  than  that  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  of  interpleader 
be  allowed  to  pay  the  money  or  deliver  the  property  to  the  one 
to  whom  it,  of  right,  belongs,  and  that  he  be  thereafter  protected 
from  the  claims  of  both.  lb.  MitcTiell  v.  JSayne^  2  Sim.  &  Stu. 
63 ;  Schuyler  v.  Hargous,  3  Rob.  673 ;  S.  C,  28  How.  246 ; 
AtkiTison  v.  ManJcs^  1  Cow.  691. 

The  court  will  also  require  the  plaintiff  to  accompany  his  com- 
plaint with  an  affidavit  that  there  is  no  collusion  between  him 
and  any  of  the  parties,  and  will  also  require  him  to  bring  the 
money  or  thing  claimed  into  court.  Farley  v.  Bloody  30  N.  H.  (10 
Poster)  354 ;  Shaw  v.  Coster^  8  Paige,  339 ;  Bignold  v.  Audland^ 
11  Sim.  23.  No  order  of  injunction  will  issue  until  the  money 
or  property  has  been  so  deposited.  Shaw  v.  Chester^  2  Edw. 
Ch.  405 ;  Mohawk  <fe  Hudson  R.  B.  Co.  v.  Clv^,  4  Paige,  384. 

c.  Injunction.  Whenever  it  appears  that  a  proper  case  for 
an  action  of  interpleader  has  been  presented  in  the  complaint, 
the  court  will,  ^Imost  as  of  course,  issue  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  claimants  from  further  proceedings  to  enforce  their 
respective  claims  until  further  order.  Crawford  v.  Fisher^  10 
Sim.  479 ;  Moore  v.  Usher ^  7  id.  383.  This  injunction  may  be 
obtained  on  an  ex  parte  application,  unsupported  by  affidavits, 
if  the  complaint  is  duly  verified.  Walhranke  v.  Sparks^  1  Sim. 
385.  See  Jew  v.  Wood,  1  Craig  &  Ph.  185.  On  the  hearing  of 
the  cause,  if  the  party  establishes  his  right  to  a  decree  of  inter- 
pleader, the  court  will  make  this  preliminary  injunction  per- 
petual.   See  Richards  v.  Salter,  6  Johns.  Ch.  445. 

d.  Answer  or  demurrer.  The  defendants  in  the  action  of  inter- 
pleader have  twenty  days  jfrom  the  service  of  the  summons  and 
complaint  in  which  to  answer  or  demur  as  in  other  actions. 
Washington  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lavyrence,  28  How.  435. 

e.  Decree.    The  issues  raised  by  a  demurrer  or  an  answer  will 
be  disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  disposing  of  issues  ; 
and,  if  the  plaintiff  is  successful,  he  can  obtain  his  relief  by  the 
decree  made  thereon.     Washington  Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Law 
rence,  28  How.  436. 

/.  On  default.  An  order  granting  the  relief  sought  may  be 
taken  by  default,  but  not  until  after  all  of  the  defendants  have 
fidled  either  to  demur  or  answer,  within  the  time  allowed  by  the 
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Code  for  the  service  of  an  answer  or  demurrer.  Washington 
Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Lawrence^  28  How.  435. 

g.  Costs.  Where  an  action  of  interpleader  has  been  properly 
commenced,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  complainant  is  en- 
titled to  his  costs  out  of  the  fund  in  court.  Atkinson  y.  Manks^ 
1  Cow.  691.  And,  as  between  the  defendants,  costs  will  be 
awarded  to  the  one  who  succeeds  in  substantiating  his  claim  to 
the  fund  or  thing  in  dispute.  Cowtan  v.  Williams^  9  Ves.  Jr. 
107 ;  Aldridge  v.  Mesner^  6  id.  418. 

Section  4.    Order  under  the  Code, 

a.  Applicaiion^  when  made.  As  the  remedy  given  by  the 
Code,  in  the  form  of  an  order  of  interpleader,  can  only  be 
obtained  by  a  defendant  against  whom  an  action  is  pending,upon 
a  contract  or  for  specific  real  or  personal  property,  and  against 
whom  a  person  not  a  party  to  the  action  makes  a  demand  for 
the  same  debt  or  property,  it  follows  that  no  application  for  the 
order  can  be  made  by  such  defendant  until  he  has  been  served 
with  the  complaint  in  such  action,  because,  until  the  complaint 
is  served,  he  must  necessarily  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the 
adverse  claims  made  against  him  are  identical.  It  is  also  re- 
quired that  the  application  should  be  made  oefore  answer. 
Code,  §  122. 

The  affidavit  which  is  used  to  obtain  an  interpleader,  order 
ought  to  show  that  the  application  is  made  before  the  service  of 
an  answer ;  but  this  objection  may  be  waived,  or  the  affidavit 
amended.  Frost  v.  Heywood^  2  D.  N.  S.  801 ;  7  Jur.  179 ;  21 
L.  J.  Exch.  242. 

6.  WJio  may  apply.  The  application  for  the  order  can  be 
made  only  by  a  defendant  against  whom  an  action  is  pending 
upon  a  contract,  or  for  specific  real  or  personal  property.  In  no 
other  case  is  an  application  authorized  by  the  Code.  Code, 
§122. 

c.  Notice.  The  defendant  is  required  by  the  Code  to  give  notice 
of  the  application  to  the  plaintiff,  who  has  commenced  the  action 
against  him,  and  also  to  all  other  persons  not  parties  to  the 
action,  who  make  a  demand  against  him  for  the  property  in  liti- 
gation. Code,  §  122.  Unless  a  shorter  time  is  fixed  by  an  order 
to  show  cause,  the  notice  of  the  application  must  be  served  at 
least  eight  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  hearing.  Code, 
§402. 
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d.  Affidavits,    The  application  must  be  made  upon  an  affida- 
.  vit  of  the  defendant,  showing : 

1.  That  an  action  npon  contract,  or  for  specific  real  or  personal 
property,  is  pending  against  him  in  which  issue  has  not  been 
joined. 

2.  That  a  person  not  a  party  to  the  action  has  made  a  demand 
against  him  for  the  same  debt,  duty,  or  property. 

3.  That  he  is  not  in  collusion  with  said  person. 

4  That  he  is  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  either  party  ;  and, 
6.  That  he  has  no  interest  in,  and  has  made  no  claims  upon, 
the  property  in  controversy,  but  is  ready  and  willing  to  deposit 
the  same  in  court  to  abide  the  event  of  the  action.      Code, 
§  122 ;  Dreyer  v.  Bauch,  10  Abb.  N.  8.  343. 

Notice  of  motion  for  an  order  of  iTderpleader. 

(2TKfc  of  cause.) 

Please  take  Tvciice :  That  upon  the  affidavit  of  James  Smith, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  served  upon  you,  and  upon  the  com- 
plaint herein,  the  defendant  will  apply  to  this  court,  at  a  special 
tenn,  to  be  held  at  ,  in  the  of  ,  on  the 

day  of  ,  187     ,  at         o'  clock  in  the  fore- 

noon, or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  for  an  order 
to  substitute  O.  P.  of  in  his  place,  as  defendant  in  this 

action,  and  to  discharge  this  defendant  from  liability  to  either 
tlie  plaintiff  herein  or  the  said  O.  P.  concerning  (state  subject 
of  the  adverse  claims),  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  upon  this 
defendant's  pa3dng  into  court  the  sum  of  dollars,  the 

amount  claimed  in  the  summons  herein  (or  upon  the  defendant's 
transferring  the  property  mentioned  in  the  complaint  to  such 
person  as  uie  court  may  direct),  or  for  such  other  and  further 
relief  as  to  the  court  may  seem  just 

{Date.)  ^     Maetin  McMaetin, 

D^endant '  s  Attorney. 
ToR.  H.  KosA, 

Plaintiff'' s  Attorney. 
To  0.  P. 


It  is  not  strictly  necessary  that  the  defendant  should  allege  that 
he  IS  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  respective  claimants,  and  does 
not  know  to  which  he  may  pay  the  money  or  deliver  the  property 
in  his  hands.  Dreyer  v.  Bauch^  10  Abb.  N.  S.  343.  But  such 
an  allegation  will  be  proper,  and  its  insertion  in  the  affidavit  will 
be  in  conformity  with  the  more  strict  and,  perhaps,  safer  rule  of 

23 
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practice.  See  Wilson  v.  Duncan^  11  Abb.  3 ;  STiaw  v.  Coster y 
8  Paige,  339. 

Where  the  party  seeking  the  order  is  an  officer  of  a  corpora- 
tion or  association,  the  affidavit  should  state  that  the  company 
or  corporation,  and  not  the  person  making  the  affidavit,  did  not 
collude  with  the  party  making  the  demand.  This  allegation 
should  not  be  made  positively,  but  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge 
and  belief  of  the  person  making  the  affidavit  BigTiold  v.  Avd- 
landy  11  Sim.  23. 

e.  The  order.  On  the  receipt  of  such  affidavit  the  court  may, 
in  its  discretion,  grant  an  order  substituting  the  stranger  to  the 
suit  in  the  place  of  the  defendant  against  whom  he  makes  his 
demand.  The  order  will  also  discharge  the  defendant  from  lia- 
bility to  either  party,  upon  his  depositing,  in  court  the  amount 
of  the  debt,  or  delivering  the  property,  or  its  value,  to  such  per- 
son as  the  court  may  direct.    Code,  §  122. 


Affidxivit  to  obtain  order. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

County  of  ,  ss : 

James  Smith,  of  ,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  the  defendant  in  the  above-entitled  action. 

II.  That  the  complaint  herein  was  served  upon  him  on  the 
day  of  ,  187    ,  and  that  no  answer  to  the  same  has 

as  yet  been  served  or  filed. 

III.  That  the  action  is  brouffht  to  recover  (state  cause  of  action, 
specifying  the  precise  thing  claimed). 

IV.  That  the  same  debt  ^r  property)  is  claimed  by  one  O.  P., 
of         (state  how  such  claim  is  made). 

V.  That  the  defendant  is  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  respec- 
tive claimants,  and  is  not  actmg  in  collusion  with  either  of  them. 

VI.  That  the  defendant  is  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  either 
party,  and  has  no  interest  iu,  or  claim  upon,  the  moneys  ^or 
property)  held  by  him,  but  that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  pay 
sucn  moneys  into  court,  to  abide  the  event  of  the  action  (or  to 
deliver  the  property  to  such  person  as  the  court  may  direct), 
upon  being  discharged  from  Imbility  to  either  claimant 

{Jurat.)  James  Smith, 


If  the  defendant  is  not  in  a  position  to  comply  with  these 
conditions  ho  order  can  issue.  Yosburgk  v.  Huntington^  15 
•Abb.  254. 
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The  court  may  further  order  that,  if  the  person  thus  substi- 
tuted in  the  place  of  the  defendant  shall  not,  within  twenty  days 
after  service  of  a  copy  of  the  order  and  of  the  complaint,  appear 
and  defend  the  action,  the  deposit  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  plain- 
tiff. Yan  BtbskvrJc  v.  JJoy,  8  How.  425  ;  Fletcher  v.  Troy  Sav- 
ings BanJCy  14  id.  383. 

/.  Appeal.  An  appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  allowance  of  the 
order.     Wilson  v.  Ihmcan^  11  Abb.  3. 


Order  of  Interpleader. 

( THUe  of  catise. )  ( Caption. ) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  James  Smith,  and  on 
motion  of  Martin  McMartin,  of  counsel  for  the  defendant,  and 
after  hearing  R.  H.  Rosa,  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  W.  H. 
Smith,  of  counsel  for  O.  I*.  , 

Ordebed  :  That  on  the  payment  by  the  defendant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  county  of  ,  of  the  amount  claimed  in  the  sum- 

mons herein,  principal  and  interest,  less  ten  dollars  costs  of  this 
motion,  within  five  days  from  the  entry  of  this  order,  O.  P.  be 
sabstituted  as  defendant  in  this  action,  m  x)lace  of  James  Smith, 
the  defendant  above  named,  and  that  the  said  James  Smith  there- 
upon be  discharged  from  liability  to  either  the  plaintiff  above 
named  or  said  O.  P. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  if  the  said  O.  P.  does  not 
appear  and  defend  this  action  within  twenty  days  after  ser- 
vice upon  him  of  a  copy  of  this  order,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  complaint  herein,  the  plaintiff  may  apply  ex  parte  for  an 
order  that  the  money  so  deposited  be  paid  over  to  him. 

Or,  where  the  subject  of  the  controversy  is  to  obtain  the  deliv- 
ery of  specific  personal  property,  the  directory  part  of  the  order 
may  be  in  the  following  form : 

Ordered  :  Thatthe  defendant  deliver  the  property  mentioned 
in  the  complaint  herein  to  (Robert  Lansing,*  Esq.),  of  , 

who  is  hereby  appointed  receiver  thereof;  and  that  the  said 
Robert  Lansing  hold  the  said  property  subject  to  the  further 
order  of  this  court. 

That  O.  P.  of  ,  be  substituted  as  defendant  in  this 

action  in  the  place  of  the  above-named  James  Smith,  who  shall, 
upon  delivery  of  the  said  property  to  the  said  receiver,  be  dis- 
charged from  all  liability  therefor,  either  to  the  plaintiff  or  to  the 
said  O.  P. 

That  within  days  after  entry  of  this  order,  the  plaintiff 

serve  a  summons  and  a  copy  of  his  complaint,  amended  as  he 
may  be  advised,  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  upon  the  said  O.  P., 
and  that  the  said  O.  P.  answer  such  complaint  within  twenty 
days  thereafter. 
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And  it  is  further  ordered,  that,  if  the  plaintiff  neglect  to  serve 
his  summons  and  complaint  and  this  order,  as  herein  directed, 
the  defendant  James  Smith  may  apply  to  the  court  for  an  order 
dismissing  the  action,  and  that  the  said  property  be  delivered  by 
the  receiver  to  the  said  defendant  James  Smith,  and  that,  if  the 
said  O.  P.  neglect  to  answer  such  complaint,  if  served  as  here- 
in directed,  the  plaintiff  may  apply,  on  notice,  for  an  order  that 
said  property  be  delivered  by  the  said  receiver  to  the  plaintiff. 

That  dollars  costs  be  allowed  to  the  said  James  Smith, 

to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  and  to  be  allowed  to  him  in  case  of 
his  final  recovery  of  judgment. 


CHAPTER  X. 


IN  WHAT  PLACE  OR  COURT  TO  SUB. 


ARTICLE  I. 

IK  WHAT  C0UBI8  OR  PLACE  A  PLAHTTIFP  MUST  BUB. 

Section  1.  What  actions  must  be  tried  where  the  subject  of  the 
action  is  situated. 

a.  Actions  for  recovery  of  real  property^  or  for  the  determl- 
nation  of  a  right  or  interest  therein.  Under  the  old  practice  at 
law,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  the  selection  of  a 
conrt,  in  which  to  sue,  or  the  choice  of  the  place  of  trial,  was 
usuaUy  determined,  either  by  the  amount  of  the  debt  or  dam- 
ages claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  or  by  the  nature  of  the  action,  as 
being  either  local  or  transitory  in  its  essential  features.  1  Burr 
Pr.  76.  These  circumstances,  however,  have  no  longer  a  con- 
trolling influence,  and  the  whole  matter  of  venue  and  choice  of 
the  place  of  trial  has  been  made  the  subject  of  special  statutory 
provisions  contained -in  several  distinct  sections  of  the  Code. 
In  some  cases  the  plaintiff  has  no  choice,  and  if  he  sue  at  all  he 
must  bring  his  action  in  that  court  or  place  specifically  desig- 
nated in  such  cases.  The  123d  section  of  the  Code  provides 
that  certain  specified  actions  must,  be  tried  in  the  county  in 
which  the  subject  of  the  action,  or  some  part  thereof,  is  situated^ 
and  among  these  are  enumerated :  1 .  Actions  for  the  recovery  of 
real  property,  or  of  an  estate  or  interest  therein,  or  for  the 
determination,  in  any  form,  of  such  right  or  interest.  The  appli- 
cation of  this  section  of  the  Code,  to  actions  at  law,  is  unques- 
tioned. But  there  has  not  been  entire  uniformity  in  the  decis- 
ions in  relation  to  its  effect  upon  equitable  actions,  although  it 
is  now  conclusively  settled  that  such  actions  are  as  much  within 
the  statute  as  actions  at  law.  An  equitable  action,  brought  to 
have  the  title  to  land  declared  to  be  in  the  plaintiffs,  on  the 
ground  that  the  deed  conveying  the  title  to  the  defendant  is  a 
mortgage,  and  asking  for  a  conveyance  thereof  to  the  plaintiffs, 
and  for  an  accounting  by  the  defendant,  is  an  action  for  the 
recovery  and  determination  of  an  interest  in  real  estate,  and  it 
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.        I 

must  be  tried  in  the  county  where  the  property  is  situated. 
Bicsh  V.  Treadwell^  11  Abb.  N.  S.  27. 

So  of  an  action  of  an  equitable  nature,  which  seeks  to  enjoin 
the  defendant  from  erecting  a  bridge  across  a  public  street,  to 
the  apprehended  injury  of  the  plaintiff' s  premises.  Leland  v. 
HatTwrn,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  647 ;  9  Abb.  N.  S.  97. 

An  equitable  action  brought  to  obtain  a  judgment  that  a  con- 
veyance of  land  by  the  defendant  is  fraudulent,  and  that  the 
land  is  to  be  declared  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  plaintiff,  is 
within  this  section.  Wood  v.  jSollister^  3  Abb.  14 ;  Starks  v. 
BateSy  12  How.  465.  So  of  an  action  which  asks  that  it  may  be 
adjudged  that  si)ecified  lands  are  subordinate  to  the  rights  of 
the  plaintiff.  Mairs  v.  Jiemsen^  3  Code  R.  138 ;  HubheU  v.  Sib- 
Uy^  4  Abb.  Jr.  S.  403,  and  jRawls  v.  Carr^  17  Abb.  96,  must  be 
regarded  as  of  no  authority,  in  view  of  the  decisions  just  cited. 

This  section  of  the  Code  has  no  application  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  land  is  not  situated  witliin  this  State ;  and  yet  the  . 
supreme  court  may  compel  a  resident  of  this  State  to  perform 
his  contract  specifically,  where  he  has  agreed  to  convey  lands 
situated  in  another  State,  Newton  v.  Bronson^  13  N.  Y.  (3 
Kem.)  687.  See,  also,  Mussina  v.  Belden^  6  Abb.  166 ;  Latovr- 
rette  v.  Clarke^  46  Barb.  327 ;  S.  C,  reported  directly  contrary, 
30  How.  247  ;  akte,  17. 

6.  Actions  for  injuries  to  real  property.  All  actions  for  in- 
juries to  real  property,  whether  the  remedy  sought  be  legal  or 
equitable,  must  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which  the  subject  of 
the  action,  or  some  part  thereof,  is  situated,  subject  to  the  power 
of  the  court  to  change  the  place  of  trial,  in  proper  cases.  Code, 
§123. 

c.  Actions  for  partition.  Actions  for  the  partition  of  real 
property  are  among  those  required  to  be  brought  in  the  county 
in  which  the  land  is  situated.    Code,  §  123,  sub.  2. 

d.  Actions  for  foreclosure.  ''Actions  for  the  foreclosure  of 
a  mortgage  of  real  property ' '  must  be  tried  in  the  county  where 
the  mortgaged  premises  are  situated ;  and  this  is  so,  although 
the  money  may  be  loaned  and  the  mortgage  executed  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  mortgagee  in  another  county.  Code,  §  123 ;  Miller 
V.  Hull,  3  How.  325 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  113  ;  Vallejo  v.  RandaUy 
6  Cal.  461.  If,  however,  the  place  of  trial  was  in  a  county  other 
than  that  in  which  the  mortgaged  premises  are  situated,  and  no 
motion  or  demand  had  been  made  to  change  the  place  first 
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selected,  the  proceedings  in  the  foreclosure  suit  cannot  after- 
ward be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  irregularity.  Marsh  v. 
Lovyryy  26  Barb.  197 ;  S.  C,  16  How.  41.  In  actions  affecting 
the  title  to  lands,  under  section  123,  the  defendant  may  demand 
that  they  shall  be  tried  in  the  proper  county,  as  a  matter  of 
right  Juries  V.  Bates^  12  How.  465 ;  BtbsTi  v.  Treadwellj  11 
Abb.  N.  S.  27.  See  Leland  v.  Hathornj  9  id.  97 ;  S.  C,  42  N. 
T.  (3  Hand)  547. 

e.  I>istrai7ied  property.  TS  personal  property  be  distrained 
for  any  cause,  any  action  brought  for  its  recovery  must  be  tried 
m  the  county  where  it  was  distrained.    Code,  §  123,  sub.  4. 

Section  2.  What  aetlons  must  be  tried  where  the  cause  of 
action  arose. 

a.  Actions  for  a  penalty  or  forfeiture.  '  The  124th  section  of 
the  Code  provides,  that  other  actions  ^^must  be  tried  in  the 
county  where  the  cause  of  action,  or  some  part  thereof,  arose,'* 
and  among  these  "are  actions  for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or 
forfeiture  imposed  by  statute ;  except,  that  when  it  is  imposed 
for  an  offense  committed  on  a  lake,  river  or  other  stream  of 
water  situated  in  two  or  more  counties,  the  action  may  be 
brought  in  any  county  bordering  on  such  lake,  river  or  stream, 
and  opposite  to  the  place  where  the  offense  was  committed." 
Code,  §  124. 

6.  Actions  against  public  officers.  "Actions  against  a. pub- 
lic officer,  or  person  specially  appointed  to  execute  his  duties, 
for  an  a<3t  done  by  him  in  virtue  of  his  office,  or  against  a  person 
who,  by  his  command  or  in  his  aid,  shall  do  any  thing  touching 
the  duties  of  such  officer,  must  be  tried  in  the  county  where  the 
cause,  or  some  part  thereof,  arose."    Code,  §  124,  sub.  2. 

An  officer,  acting  beyond  the  scope  of  his  authority,  is  not 
within  the  protection  of  this  provision  of  the  Code ;  but  where, 
in  performing  an  act  within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  he  com- 
mits an  error,  or  even  abuses  the  confidence  which  the  law 
reposes  in  him,  he  is  still  entitled  to  its  benefits  {Brown  v.  Smithy 
24  Barb.  419) ;  and  he  is  entitled  to  this  protection,  although  the 
suit  is  brought  by  the  people,  and. prosecuted  by  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  State.    People  v.  Hayes^  7  How.  248. 

Where  a  public  officer  is  sued  for  an  official  act,  he  may  waive 
the  statutory  provision  of  the  above  section  in  his  favor,  and  he 
will  be  r^arded  as  concluded  by  this  waiver.  Howland  v. 
WiOetts,  5  Sandf.  219 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  9  N.. Y.  (5  Seld.)  171. 
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Section  3.  What  actions  mnst  be  tried  where  the  parties  reside. 

a.  It  is  further  provided  by  the  Code,  that  '4n  all  other  cases 
the  action  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which  the  parties,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  reside  at  the  commencement  of  the  action." 
Code,  §  126,  sub  1. 

The  term  parties^  in  this  section,  has  been  construed  to  mean 
parties  in  interest,  and  not  the  nominal  parties,  or  parties  to  the 
record.  Hart  v.  Oatman^  1  Barb.  229;  Henry  v.  Barik  of 
Scaina,  6  Hill,  623.  See  Taber  v.  Gardner,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  147, 
149.  Unless  otherwise  expressly  provided,  the  people  may  sue 
in  any  county,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  a  party  whose  resi- 
dence extends  to  every  county.    People  v.  Cook,  6  How.  448. 

The  residence  of  a  corporation,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
section  of  the  Code,  "is  where  its  principal  office  is  located,  and 
its  general  business  transacted.  Hubbard  v.  National  Protec- 
tion Ins.  Co.,  11  How.  149  ;  Conroe  v.  National  Protection  Ins. 
Co.,  10  id.  403.  See  Pcynd  v.  Hudson  Rvcer  Railroad  Co.,  17 
id.  643.  A  railroad  company  is  a  resident  of  every  county 
through  which  the  road  passes,  and  a  suit  may  be  brought 
against  it  in  any  such  county,  where  process  can  be  served  on 
the  proper  officer.  Sherwood  v.  Saratoga  and  Washington 
Railroad  Co.,  16  Barb.  660 ;  Belden  v.  New  York  and  Harlem 
Railroad  Co.,  16  How.  17. 

In  an  action  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  cruel  and  inhuman 
treatment,  the  wife  may  bring  the  action  in  the  county  where 
she  actually  resides  when  it  is  commenced,  although  the  defend- 
ant (her  husband)  resides  in  another  county.  The  common- 
law  maxim  that  the  domicile  of  the  wife  follows  that  of  the  hus- 
band — having  no  application  in  such  a  case.  VeTice  v.  VeTice, 
16  How.  497 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  16  id.  676  {n.) 

In  a  transitory  action,  the  place  of  trial  should  be  in  the  county 
where  the  principal  transactions  between  the  parties  occurred, 
and.  the  largest  number  of  material  witnesses  reside.  Jordan  v. 
Garrison,  6  How.  6 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  400. 

Actions  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to  the  person,  except 
so  far  as  they  have  been  regulated  by  statute  (2  B.  S.  409)  are 
to  be  regarded  as  transitory,  and  triable  in  any  county  which  the 
plaintiff  may  select.  Mclvor  v.  McCabe,  16  Abb.  319  ;  S.  C,  26 
How.  267. 

A  foreign  corporation,  having  an  agency  and  business  office 
in  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  is  not  a  resident  of  such 
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county  within  the  provisions  of  section  125.     The  International 
lAfe  Assurance  Co.  v.  SweetUmd^  14  Abb.  240. 

J.  NoTif-residents.  If  none  of  tiie  parties  to  an  action  are  resi- 
dents of  the  State,  such  action  may  be  tried  in  any  county  which 
the  plaintiff  may  designate  in  his  complaint,  subject,  however 
(as  in  all  the  cases  before*  mentioned  in  this  chapter),  to  the 
power  of  the  court  to  change  the  place  of  trial  in  the  cases  pro- 
vided by  statute.    Code,  §  125,  sub.  2. 


.ARTICLE  IL 

12^  WHAT  COURTS  OR  PLACE  A  PLAINTIFF  CANKOT  SUB. 

Section  1.    Jurisdictional  limitations  as  to  courts. 

a.  Jurisdiction  as  to  sutiject-^maUer.  A  plaintiff,  in  some  cases, 
cannot  sue  in  certain  courts,  because  such  courts  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  subject-matter  of  his  action,  or  over  the  parties 
to  it,  or  on  account  of  some  other  jurisdictional  limitation  im- 
posed by  laW.  Thus,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  courts  of  this 
State  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  of  patent 
rights,  and  that  a  suit  brought  in  a  State  court,  to  restrain  the 
infringement  of  such  right,  would  not  be  entertained.  Dudley 
V.  MayTieiD^  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  9 ;  Oihson  v.  Woodworth^  8 
Paige,  132.  Nor  an  action  for  damages  for  such  infringement. 
Burr  all  v.  Jewett,  2  Paige,  134.  The  State  courts  have  no  juris- 
diction in  an  action  arising  under  the  patent  laws.  So  decided, 
in  a  suit  brought  in  which  it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff,  in 
order  to  make  out  his  cause  of  action,  to  show  the  existence  and 
validity  of  a  patent  for  an  invention,  and  the  complaint  was  dis- 
missed for  want  of  jurisdiction.    Tomlinson  v.  BaUel^  4  Abb.  266. 

In  every  case  it  is  the  law  that  confers  jurisdiction,  and  a 
court  can  exercise  it,  only  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  thus 
conferred.  Even  the  consent  of  parties  is  insufficient  to  confer 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  of  an  action.  Coffin  v. 
Tracy^  3  Caines,  129 ;  Oakley  v.  AspinwaU^  3  N".  Y.  (3  Comst.) 
547 ;  and  the  judgment  of  &  court,  acting  without  proper  juris- 
diction, will  be  utterly  void  and  unavailable  for  any  purpose. 
Borden  v.  Mtch^  15  Johns.  121 ;  JS^oyes  v.  Butler^  6  Barb.  613 ; 
Ihidley  v.  Mayhew^  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  9  •  Beach  v.  Nixon^  9  N. 
Y.  (5  Seld.)  36. 

24 
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b.  Jurisdiction  as  to  parties.  A  court  may,  however,  possess 
the  requisite  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  and  yet  the 
plaintiff  be  debarred  from  bringing  suit,  because  of  a  want  of 
jurisdiction  as  to  parties.  Thus,  no  State  court  can  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  a  suit  brought  against  a  foreign  consul.  Volar  ino 
V.  Thompson^  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  576 ;  Hock  Biver  Bank  v.  Hoff- 
man,  14  Abb.  72 ;  S.  C,  22  How.  610 ;  Tadks  v.  Schmidt^  19 
id.  413  ;  Bepubtic  of  Mexico  v.  Arrangois,  11  id.  1 ;  aflBlrmed^ 
id.  576.  And  consuls  are  likewise  exempt  from  service  of 
attachment  as  against  non-resident  debtors.  Matter  of  Ay- 
cinenay  1  Sandf.  690. 

Our  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  over  foreign  powers ;  and 
being  without  the  requisite  jurisdiction  over  the  parties,  they 
can  assert  no  authority  over  the  property  of  such  parties,  even 
such  as  is  within  our  own  territorial  limits.  Leavitt  v.  Dabney^ 
7  Rob.  360 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  469  ;  37  How.  264.  And  the 
courts  of  this  State  have  no  power  to  effect  the  removal  or  ap- 
pointment of  trustees,  directors,  etc.,  of  foreign  corporations. 
Fisk  V.  Chicago,  Bock  Island  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Co.,  4  Abb. 
N.  S.  378 ;  S.  C,  36  H6w.  20 ;  53  Barb.  513.  An  afction  against 
an  Indian,  upon  a  contract  made  by  him,  is  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  this  State.  Hastings  v.  Farmer,  4 
N.  T.  (4Comst.)293. 

c.  Jurisdiction  as  to  amount.  In  some  cases  there  is  a  juris- 
dictional limitation  imposed  a&  to  the  power  of  the  court,  in 
reference  to  the  amount  involved  in  the  suit,  and  where  this 
amount  exceeds  a  certain  sum  the  plaintiff  cannot  bring .  his  ac- 
tion in  a  certain  class  of  courts.  Thus,  '^the  county  courts 
shall  have  jurisdiction  in  civil  actions  where  the  relief  demanded 
is  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars."  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  467,  §  1.  And  an  action  brought 
in  one  of  these  courts,  where  the  relief  demanded  exceeds  this 
sum,  would  be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction  as  to  amount, 
unless  the  complaint  should  be  so  amended  as  to  set  forth  a 
demand  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court.  WooUey  v.  WUr- 
her,  4  Denio,  570 ;  Ya^er  v.  Hannah,  6  Hill,  -631. 

d.  What  objection  to  jurisdiction  cannot  be  waived.  A  party 
is  at  liberty  in  all  cases  to  show  the  want  of  jurisdiction  in  relar 
tion  to  the  subject*matter  of  a  suit^  and  the  objection  to  the  juris-, 
diction  of  the  court  on  this  ground  is  one  that  cannot  be  waived. 
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Dudley  Y.  Mayhew^  8  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  9  ;  Beach  v.  Nixon,  9  N. 
Y.  (5  Seld.)  36  ;  Noyes  v.  Butler,  6  Baxb.  613 ;  Coffin  v.  Tracy, 
3  Caines,  129. 
Seetion  2.  Statutory  limitations  as  to  place. 

a.  Action  must  he  brougM  in  the  county  desigv/xted  hy  statute. 
Certain  statutory  limitations  exist,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Code,  whereby  the  plaintiff,  in  bringing  his  action,  must  fix  the 
place  of  trial  in  the  county  in  which  the  subject  of  the  action,  or 
some  part  thereof,  is  situated  (Code,  §  132),  and  in  other  cases,  in 
the  county  where  the  cause  of  action,  or  some  part  thereof,  arose. 
Code,  §  124.  And  if  an  action  for  any  of  the  causes  specified  in 
either  of  the  above  sections  be  brought  elsewhere,  it  will  be 
ordered  to  be  tried  in  the  proper  county  if  an  application  therefor 
be  made  in  due  time  and  manner. 

b.  Waiver  of  objection.  The  statutory  provision,  however, 
may  be  waived,  and  the  omission  to  raise  the  objection  to  the 
jurisdiction  on  the  trial  will  be  regarded  as  a  waiver,  by  which 
the  defendant  is  concluded.  Howland  v.  WiUettSy  B  Sandf.  219  ; 
8.  C.  affirmed,  9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  171.  It  is  also  a  well-established 
rule  that  a  defendant,  by  voluntarily  appearing  and  answer- 
ing, thereby  waives  the  objection,  that  the  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  his  person.  Mahaney  v.  Penman,  4  Duer,  603 ;  1  Abb. 
84;  Ayres  v.  Western  R.  JR.  Co.,  48  Barb.  132 ;  S.  C,  32  How. 
851 ;  2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  17,  19. 

ARTICLE  in. 

IS  WHAT  CASES  THE  PLAINTIFF  HAS  A  CHOICE  AS  TO  COUBTS  OR  PLACE. 

Section  1.    Choice  of  place. 

a.  Actions  for  a  penalty  for  an  offense  committed  on  a  lake 
or  river.  In  some  cases  the  plaintiff  has  a  choice  of  the  court  in 
which  to  sue,  or  the  place  to  bring  his  action.  Thus,  in  an  action 
for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed  by  statute,  for 
an  offense  committed  on  a  lake,  river,  or  other  stream  of  water 
situated  in  two  or  more  counties,  the  place  of  trial  may  be  fixed 
in  any  county  bordering  on  such  lake,  river  or  stream,  and 
opposite  to  the  place  where  the  offense  was  committed.  Code, 
§  124,  sub.  1. 

6.  Where  the  parties  reside  in  different  counties.  The  choice 
of  place  may  also  be  exercised  where  the  parties  reside  in  differ- 
ent counties.    Thus,  in  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto 


188         IN  WHAT  PLACE  OR  COURT  TO  SUE. 

Choice  of  place  —  Choice  of  courts. 

the  place  of  trial  may  properly  be  laid  in  any  county  in  the 
State — the  people  being  a  party  whose  residence  extends  to 
every  county.  People  v.  Cooky  6  How.  448.  And  a  railroad  cor- 
poration must  be  treated  as  an  inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  each 
county  through  which  its  track  extends,  and  may  be  sued  in  any 
such  county.  S?ierwood  v.  Saratoga  <6  Washington  H.  H.  Co., 
15  Barb.  650 ;  Belden  v.  New  York  &  Harlem  R.  H.  Co.,  15 
How.  17.  See  Wilde  v.  New  York  &  Harlem  H.  R.  Co.,  1 
Hilt.  302 ;  2  Wait's  Law  and  Prac.  79, 80. 

c.  Where  both  parties  are  non-residents.  Where  both  parties 
are  non-residents  of  the  State,  the  place  of  trial  may  be  laid  in 
any  county  which  the  plaintiff  shall  designate  in  his  complaint* 
Code,  §  125.  The  case  of  non-resident  parties  to  an  action, 
under  the  Code,  is  the  only  one  in  which  an  action  is  still 
strictly  transitory,  and  consequently  the  only  one  in  which  an 
uncontrolled  discretion  still  rests  with  the  plaintiff  of  fixing  the 
venue  in  any  county  he  may  select.  Hovxak  v.  Lasher,  17  How. 
520. 

d.  When  lands  with&ut  the  State  are  the  subject  of  the  action. 
When  lands  without  the  State  are  the  subject  of  the  action,  the 
rule,  under  section  123  of  the  Code,  providing  "that  an  action 
relating  to  lands  is  local,  and  can  only  be  tried  in  the  county 
where  the  lands  are  situated,"  has  no  application,  and  the  place 
of  trial  may  be  laid  in  any  county  otherwise  proper.  Mussina 
V.  Beldefi,  6  Abb.  165 ;  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.) 
587.    See  ante,  17. 

Section  2.  Choice  of  courts.  Where  courts  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  of  an  action,  and  over  the 
parties  to  it,  the  plaintiff  may  make  choice  of  one  in  which  to 
sue.  The  circumstances  to  be  considered  in  determining  this 
choice  will  be  noticed  in  the  following  article. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

CONSIDERATIONS  IN  DETERMINING  CHOICE. 

Section  1.  Choice  of  court. 

a.  Costs.  A  plaintiff  ought  always  to  consider  the  question 
of  costs  before  commencing  an  action.  If  he  is  certain  to  recover 
a  judgment,  it  is  also  important  that  such  judgment  should  carry 
the  full  costs  of  the  action,  as  he  may  otherwise  be  the  loser  in 
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money,  though  he  should  gain  the  suit.  In  some  classes  of 
actions  the  plaintiff  must  recover  fifty  dollars,  or  more,  to  entitle 
him  to  costa.  Code,  §  304.  In  other  actions  he  cannot  recover 
moie  costs  than  the  sum  awarded  as  damages.  Code,  §  804. 
Beside  this,  there  are  cases  in  which  the  plaintiff  may  recover 
some  amount  of  damages,  and  yet  be  liable  to  the  defendant  for 
the  costs  of  the  action  ;  for,  when  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to 
recover  costs,  the  defendant  will  recover  costs,  as  of  course. 
Code,  §  305.  To  avoid  the  risk  of  costs,  the  plaintiff  will  usually 
prefer  to  bring  his  action  in  one  of  the  inferior  courts  which  has 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  of  the  party  to  be  made 
defendant,  in  all  cases  where  the  ^.mount  of  the  recovery  is 
doubtful,  and  where  it  will  not  probably  exceed  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  inferior  court.  If  such  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
Bubject-matter,  then  it  will  be  important  to  determine  whether 
to  sue  in  a  superior  court.  When  there  is  a  certainty  of  recov- 
ering a  sum  large  enough  to  carry  costs  in  a  superior  court,  the 
costs  so  awarded  will  be  available  in  paying  the  expense  of  the 
litigation,  and  in  some  cases  the  amount  may  be  sufficient  to 
indemnify  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  paid  to  his  attorney.  These 
brief  suggestions  will  serve  to  remind  the  parties  that  the  mat- 
ter of  costs  is  worthy  of  their  notice. 

Seetioli  2.  Choice  of  place. 

(L  Witnesses^  etc.  If  the  law  fixes  the  place  of  trial,  that 
place  must  be  selected,  subject  to  the  right  to  tipply  to  the  court 
for  a  change  of  the  place  of  trial. 

But,  where  the  plaintiff  is  at  liberty  to  select  the  place  of  trial, 
it  will  always  be  important  to  consider  the  residence  of  his 
witnesses,  for,  if  they  reside  near  the  court,  their  attendance  is 
more  easily  and  more  certainly  secured,  and  the  expense  and 
delay  of  long  journeys  will  be  avoided.  The  residence  of  the 
party  and  of  his  attorney  or  counsel  may  sometimes  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  this  question.  Again,  the  probable 
state  of  the  calendar  will  have  its  influence,  for  a  very  large 
calendar  with  a  cause  far  down  upon  it  will  not  be  a  desirable 
condition  for  a  litigant  party, 

Seetion  3.  Local  prigudice. 

In  general.  A  fair  impartial  trial  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  first 
wish  on  the  part  of  a  plaintiff,  and  as  he  may  sometimes  select 
the  place  of  trial,  he  will  not  choose  a  place  in  which  there  exists 
a  strong  prejudice  against  his  claim,  or  against  himself. 
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The  courts  are  desirous  of  securing  Mr  trials  of  all  causes, 
and  they  will  change  the  place  of  trial  whenever  such  an  act 
shall  be  necessary  to  secure  an  impartial  jury.  Where  the 
plaintiff  has  a  choice  of  places  in  which  to  bring  his  action,  he 
will  be  able  to  do  justice  to  himself ;  and,  if  it  becomes  necessary 
to  change  the  place  of  trial  so  selected,  the  court  may  order  such 
change  to  be  made  upon  proper  cause  shown.  See  Changing 
place  of  trial. 

Section  4.    Nature  and  seryice  of  process. 

a.  In  general.  In  some  cases  an  inferior  court  may  have 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  action,  and  yet  it  may 
not  be  desirable  to  sue  in  that  court,  on  account  of  its*  want  of 
power  in  some  other  respects.  If  a  defendant  evades  the  service 
of  process,  a  court  of  record  wiU  order  a  substituted  service  in  a 
proper  case,  which  an  inferior  court  cannot  do.  If  a  provisional 
remedy  is  desirable,  a  court  of  record  is  the  proper  court  to 
award  it.  If  the  cause  is  of  an  equitable  nature,  or  one  in  which 
proceedings  of  that  character  may  be  taken,  a  court  of  record 
will  be  preferred. 

Again,  the  defendant  may  reside  in  a  county  remote  from  the 
residence  of  the  plaintiff,  and,  in  an  action  in  the  supreme  court, 
the  process  may  be  served  at  any  place  within  the  State,  and  the 
action  tried  in  the  county  of  the  plaintiff's  residence.  This  will 
obviate  the  necessity  of  prosecuting  the  action  in  the  county  in 
which  the  defendant  resides,  or  where  he  may  be  found,  and 
process  served  on  him.  If  a  summons  is  to  be  served  by  publi- 
cation, it  must  be  done  in  actions  in  courts  of  record.  There 
may  be  other  particulars  in  which  the  character  of  the  process 
desired  will  iniluence  the  choice  of  court,  and  of  this  each  case 
will  be  determined  upon  its  circumstances. 


CHAPTER  XI. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

QEISTEBAL  BULES. 

Seetlon  1.  Leaye  to  sue  in  general.  As  a  general  rale,  actions 
may  be  commenced  without  leave  of  court.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  some  classes  of  actions  in  which  the  courts  should  be 
applied  to  for  leave  to  sue.  The  necessity  for  such  application 
always  arises  from  some  special'  character  of  the  parties,  either 
as  plaintiff  or  defendant,  hence  it  id  always  proper,  before  com- 
mencing an  action,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  is  one  of  those 
requiring  an  application  for  leave  to  sue.  This  will  depend  upon 
the  fact  whether  or  not  any  of  the  parties  to  the  action  are  under 
the  control  or  protection  of  the  court.  If  they  are  not,  then 
leave  to  sue  is  unnecessary ;  if  they  are,  then  it  is  necessary. 

Nevertheless,  the  permission  of  a  court  to  sue  is  not,  in  any 
case,  an  element  of  the  cause  of  action.  See  OTiautauque  Baiik 
V.  Ruley,  19  N.  T.  (5  Smith)  369  (376) ;  Lane  v.  Salter,  4  Kob. 
239. 

Nor  is  it  necessary,  where  such  permission  is  granted,  to  bring 
the  action  in  the  same  court  in  which  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered {NiUional  Banking  Association  v.  Usher j  1  Sweeny,  403), 
although  it  seems  the  application  for  leave  to  sue  must  be  made 
to  the  court  which  has  control  of  the  judgment  and  execution. 
Oraham  v.  Scripture^  26  Pow.  501 ;  Lyon  v.  Manleyi,  18  id.  267 ; 
S.  C,  32  Barb.  51 :  10  Abb.  337. 

ARTICLE  II. 

ACTIONS  UPON  JUDGMENTS. 

Seetion  1.  YFhen  leave  to  sue  not  necessary. 

a.  In  general.  Leave  to  sue  is  unnecessary  where  the  pro- 
ceeding is  one  other  than  an  action  upon  a  judgment,  ren- 
dered by  a  court  of  this  State,  or  where  it  is  not  between  the 
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Judgment  against  joint  debtors,  etc. 

original  parties  to  the  judgment.  See  Code,  §  71 ;  Kopper  v. 
Howe,  2  Hilt.  69  ;  Tuffts  v.  Braisted,  1  Abb.  83 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer, 
607 ;  McButt  v.  Hirsch,  4  Abb.  441 ;  Wheeler  v.  Dakin,  12 
How.  537. 

&.  Judgment  against  joint  debtors,  etc.  A  special  proceeding, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  to  render  a  judgment  against 
joint  debtors  binding  upon  the  defendants  not  served,  may  be 
pursued  without  leave  of  court.  Code,  §§  375  to  381 ;  Lane  v. 
Salter,  4  Rob.  239  ;  or,  if  preferred,  a  new  action  may  be  com- 
menced for  a  like  purpose.  Dean  v.  Eldridge,  29  How.  218  ; 
Prince  v.  Cvjas,  7  Rob.  77,  contra.  See  Zane  v.  Salter,  4  id. 
239,  247. 

c.  Creditors  hill.  An  action  in  the  nature  of  a  creditor's  suit 
is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
71st  section  of  the  Code,  and  an  application  for  leave  to 
commence  the  action  is  unne<5essary.  DunJiam  v.  Nicholson,  2 
Sandf.  636 ;  Quick  v.  Keeler,  id.  231 ;  Catlin  v.  Doughty,  12 
How.  467  (460). 

d.  Assignee  of  a  judgment.  As  has  been  previously  stated, 
the  section  of  the  Code  prohibiting  the  commencement  of  an 
action  upon  a  judgment  rendered  in  any  court  of  this  State, 
without  leave  of  court  being  first  obtained,  applies  only  to  sucli 
actions  upon  judgment  as  are  brought  by  the  party  in  whose  • 
favor  such  judgment  was  rendered,  and  as  to  those  against 
whom  it  was  rendered.    It  does  not  prohibit  a  bona  fide  assignee 
of  a  judgment  from  bringing  an  action  upon  it  without  first 
obtaining  leave  of  the  court.     Tuffts  v.  Braisted,  1  Abb.  83  ;  S. 
C,  4  Duer,  607 ;  McBvU  v.  Hirsch,  4  Abb.  441 ;   Wheeler^  v. 
DaJdn,  12  How.  537 ;  Kopper  v.  Heme,  2  Hilt.  69. 

e.  Executor  or  administrator  of  a  deceased  judgment  creditor 
The  actions  referred  to  in  section  71  of  the  Code  as  actions  on 
judgments,  and  in  respect  to  which  leave  of  court  must  be 
obtained  before  suit,  are  actions  to  recover  of  the  defendant  the 
amount  due  on  the  judgment  as  any  other  money  demand  would 
be  recovered,  using  the  judgment  only  as  evidence  of  the  amount 
of  the  debt ;  or,  in  other  words,  such  actions  as  would  have 
been  actions  of  debt  on  judgment,  under  the  former  practice. 
The  prohibition  of  the  section  does  not  apply  to  an  action  by 
the  executor  or  administi-ator  of  a  deceased  judgment  creditor, 
when  brought  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  execution  on  the 
judgment.    Wheeler  v.  Dakin,  12  How.  540  ;•  Ireland  v.  Litch- 
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field,  22  id.  178 ;  S.  C,  8  Bobw,  634 ;  Jay  v.  Martim,  2  Duer, 
654.    See  sub.  c,  arde^  192. 

/.  Counterclaim.  Nor  is  the  setting  np  of  a  judgment  pre- 
viously recovered  by  the  defendant  against  the  plaintiff,  as  a 
counterclaim,  a  violation  of  the  statute.  Wells  v.  Henshaw,  3 
Bosw.  625.  And  so  of  the  setting  up  a  justice's  judgment  by 
an  assignee  thereof.     ClarJc  v.  Story,  29  Barb.  295. 

Seetion  2.  YFhen  leave  to  sue  is  necessary. 

a.  Oeneral  rule.  No  action  can  be  brought  upon  a  judgment 
rendered  in  any  court  in  this  State  (except  a  court  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace),  between  the  same  parties,  without  leave  of  the 
court,  for  good  cause  shown,  on  notice  to  the  adverse  party. 
Code,  §  71.  .'See  Catlin  v.  Doughty,  12  How.  467,  460. 

This  rule  is  applicable  to  judgments  obtained  before,  as  well 
as  to  those  rendered  since,  the  enactment  of  the  Code*  Finch 
V.  Carpenter,  5  Abb.  225.  And  it  is,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  section,  the  mere  imposing  of  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  bringing  of  an  action  upon  a  judgment  of  a  court  of 
record.    Oraham  v.  Scripture,  26  How.  601. 

ft.  Marine  and  district  courts  of  the  city  of  New  TorJc.  The 
exception  contained  in  section  71  of  the  Code,  exempting  actions 
upon  judgments  rendered  in  courts  of  justices  of  the  peace  from 
the  general  rule  there  given,  does  not  extend  to  actions  upon 
judgments  rendered  in  inferior  courts  in  cities.  It  is  necessary, 
notwithstanding  this  exception,  to  obtain  leave  to  sue  before 
commencing  an  action  on  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  marine 
court,  or  the  district  courts  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Thomp- 
son  V.  Sutphen,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  527 ;  Mills  v.  Winslow,  id.  18  ;  S. 
C,  3  Code  R.  44 ;  Kopper  v.  Bbwe,  2  Hilt.  69.  See  Boston  Silk 
and  Woolen  Mills  v.  MiU,  1  Sweeny,  359  ;  S.  C,  37  How.  299 ; 
6  Abb.  N.S.  319. 

c.  Insolvenfs  discharge.  Where  the  question  to  be  deter- 
mined is,  whether  a  judgment  is  or  is  not  extinguished  by  a 
subsequent  discharge  of  the  judgment  debtor,  as  an  insolvent, 
leave  of  court  to  sue  upon  the  judgment  must  be  obtained  before 
action.    Smith  v.  Paul,  20  How.  97. 

Seetion  3.    Proceedings  if  action  improperly  brought. 

a.  By  motion.  An  omission  to  obtain  leave  of  court  to  com- 
mence an  action  is  merely  an  irregularity,  which  may  be  waived 
by  the  opposite  party  if  he  do  not  object  in  proper  time  and 
manner.     Lane  v.  Salter ,  4  Bob.  239.    The  defendant  should 
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move  to  set  aside  the  summons  and  complaint,  upon  affidavits 
showing  that  leave  to  sue  has  not  been  obtained.  Finch  v. 
Carpenter^  5  Abb.  225.  See  Prince  v.  Cvjas,  7  Rob,  76.  Upon 
such  motion  the  court  will  not  grant  the  plaintiff  leave  to  sue 
nunc  pro  tunc^  but  will  leave  him  to  make  a  substantive  motion 
on  his  own  part,  so  as  to  give  the  defendant  an  opportunity  to 
answer  the  affidavits  made  for  that  purpose.  lb. 

ft.  District  court  of  New  York  city.  Where  an  action  is 
brought  in  this  court  on  a  judgment  of  the  same  court,  without 
leave,  it  is  held  that  the  court  is  without  jurisdiction,  and  that  a 
judgment  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  will  be  reversed  on  appeal. 
.  Thompson  v.  Sutphen^  2  E.  D.  Smith,  627 ;  Mills  v.  Winslow^  id. 
18 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  44. 

Section  4.    Justices'  judgments. 

a.  Oeneral  rule.  No  action  on  a  judgment  rendered  by  a 
justice  of  the  peace  can  be  brought  in  the  same  county  within 
five  years  after  its  rendition,  except  in  case  of  the  justice's  death, 
resignation,  incapacity  or  removal  from  the  county,  or,  except 
in  cases  where  process  was  not  personally  served  on  the  defend- 
ant, or  on  all  the  defendants,  or  some  of  the  parties  are  dead,  or 
the  docket  or  record  of  such  judgment  is  lost  or  destroyed. 
Code,  §  71 ;  1  Wait's  Law  &  Prac.  597  to  602. 

This  rule  operates  as  a  limited  prohibition  against  bringing  an 
action  on  a  justice's  judgment,  and  only  extends  to  a  period  of 
five  years  after  the  rendition  of  such  judgment  Humphrey  v. 
Persons,  23  Barb.  316. 

6.  Counterclaim,.  But  this  prohibition  does  not  prevent  the 
setting  up  of  such  a  judgment  as  a  defense  or  counterclaim 
within  five  years  after  its  rendition.  Clark  v.  Story,  29  Barb. 
296.  See  Wells  v.  Henshaw,  3  Bosw.  626 ;  contra,  Smith  v. 
Jones,  2  Code  R.  78. 

c.  Transcript  docketed  with  county  clerk.  From  the  time  a 
justice's  judgment  is  docketed  with  the  county  clerk,  it  becomes 
a  judgment  of  the  county  court,  and  an  action  cannot  be  brought 
upon  it  without  leave  of  that  court.  Lyon  v.  Manly,  32  Barb. 
61 ;  10  Abb.  337 ;  18  How.  267.  See  Qraham  v.  Scripture^  26 
id.  601. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

ACTIONS  XJPOK  OFFICIAL  BONDS. 

Section  1.  Actions  upon  sheriff^^  bonds. 

a.  Oeneral  rule.  "  Whenever  a  sheriff  shall  have  become  liable 
for  the  escape  of  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  custody,  or  when- 
ever he  shall  have  been  guilty  of  any  default  or  misconduct  in 
his  oflSce,  the  party  injured  thereby  may  apply  to  the  supreme 
court  for  leave  to  prosecute  the  official  bond  of  said  sheriff."  2 
R.  8.  476  (498),  §  1.      • 

Where  a  judgment  has  been  obtained  against  a  sheriff  for  an 
escape,  leave  to  prosecute  his  official  bond  for  such  cause  will  be 
granted  in  case  a  stay  of  proceedings  has  not  been  ordered  upon 
snch  judgment.  ChcvmberlairC  s  Case^  42  Barb.  281 ;  28  How.  1 ; 
18  Abb.  103.  Where  a  sheriff,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  process 
against  the  property  of  the  defendant,  seizes  the  goods  of 
another  person,  he  is  guilty  of  official  misconduct,  and  he  and 
his  sureties  become  liable  upon  his  official  bond.  People  ex  rel. 
Kellogg  v.  Schuyler^  4  N.  T.  (4  Comst.)  173.  But  before  this  lia- 
bility can  be  enforced  by  action,  leave  of  court  must  be  obtained 
as  provided  in  the  statute  before  cited. 

b.  Application  for  leave.  The  application  for  leave  to  sue  in 
such  cases  must  be  accompanied  by  proof  of  the  default  or 
delinquency  complained  of,  and  that  no  satisfaction  for  the  same 
has  been  received ;  and  by  a  certified  copy  of  such  official  bond. 
2  R.  S.  476,  §  2  (498) ;  Maiter  of  Charriberlain,  28  How.  1 ;  S.  C, 
18  Abb.  103  ;  42  Barb.  281. 

Where  the  default  complained  of  consists  in  the  non-payment 
of  money,  it  must  be  shown  that  it  has  been  demanded  of  the 
sheriff.    Hhinelander  v.  Mather^  5  Wend.  102. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  show  a  previous  judgment  against  the 
sheriff  personally.     Chestef  8  Case,  5  Hill,  555. 

c.  Order  granting  leave.  "  Upon  such  application  and  proof, 
the  court  shall  order  that  such  bond  be  prosecuted ;  and  the 
applicant  shall  thereupon  be  authorized  to  prosecute  the  same, 
in  the  said  supreme  court  only,. in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  stating  in  the  process,  pleadings,  proceedings  and  record 
in  such  action  that  the  same  is  brought  on  the  relation  of  such 
appUcanf'    2  R.  S.  476,  §  3  (498). 
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§  3.  Order  granting  leave  to  prosecute  sheriff^  s  bond. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application 


of  John  Den. 


V  At  a  special  term  (as  in  p.  199). 


On  reading  and  filing  the  (affidavit*  of  John  Den)  bearing  date 
the  day  of  j  18    ,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the 

bond  of  Richard  Pen,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  , 

Ordered  :  That  the  said  John  Den  have  leave  to  prosecute 
the  official  bond  of  the  said  Richard  Fen  in  ttie  name  of  the 
people  of  this  State,  and  to  recover  to  his  own  use  the  amount 
of  the  loss  and  damage  accruing  to  him  by  reason  of  the 
premises. 

Section  2.  Action  upon  other  official  bonds. 

a.  Surrogates^  bonds.  The  statute  also  provides  that,  when- 
ever the  surrogate  of  any  county  shall  be  guilty  of  any  default 
or  misconduct  in  his  office,  the  party  aggrieved  thereby  may 
apply  to  the  court  of  chancery  (now  the  supreme  court)  for 
leave  to  prosecute  the  official  bond  of  such  surrogate.  2  R.  S. 
479,  §  19  (501). 

It  also  provides  that  the  application  shall  be  accompanied  by 
the  same  proof  required  in  proceedings  on  sheriffs'  bonds  ;  and 
that,  upon  such  leave  being  granted,  the  applicant  shall  be 
authorized  to  prosecute  the  bond  in  the  name  of  the  people, 
subject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  in  respect 
to  suits  on  the  official  bond  of  sheriffs.  lb,,  §  20. 

h.  Bond  of  the  cleric  of  the  city  and  courUy  of  New  York. 
The  same  proceedings  may  be  had  upon  the  bond  of  the  clerk 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  but  the  application  may 
^e  made  to  the  New  York  common  pleas,  as  well  as  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  the  action  may  be  brought  in  either  of  those 
courts,  or  in  the  superior  court.     2  R.  S.  479,  §  24  (501). 

c.  City  marshaVs  bond.  So,  the  bond  of  the  marshal  of  any- 
city  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner ;  but  the  application 
for  leave  to  prosecute  may  be  made  to  the  mayor's  court  of  such. 
city,  and  the  action  may  be  there  prosecuted.  2  R.  S.  480,  §  26 
(502). 

d.  Constable's  bond  of  the  city  of  New  TorJc.  The  bond  of  a 
constable  of  the  city  of  New  York  can  only  be  prosecuted  after 
judgment  against  such  constable,  and  after  leave  is  obtained,  on 
motion  made  in  the  New  York  common  pleas,  in  open  court. 
Davis  V.  Kruger^  4  E.  D.  Smith,  350. 
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e.  Guardian^  8  bond.  It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  upon  the 
bond  of  the  guardian  of  an  infant  that  such  action  has  been 
instituted  without  leave  of  the  court  in  which  the  bond  was  taken. 
But  if  the  action  has  been  so  commenced,  it  may  be  restrained. 
Cuddeback  v.  Kent,  5  Paige,  92.  See  2  R.  S.  194,  §  173  (203) ; 
Salisbury  v.  Van  JSoesen,  3  Hill,  77. 

Section  3.  Actions  upoli  bonds  or  undertakings  giyen  in  the 
coarse  of  an  action. 

a.  In  general.  Bonds  and  undertakings  given  in  the  course 
of  an  action,  although  not  strictly  within  the  definition  of  official 
bonds,  are  still  so  nearly  related  to  the  latter  as  to  permit  of  their 
arrangement  under  this  chapter.  They  will,  therefore,  be 
noticed  in  this  connection,  and  those  cases,  in  which  leave  to  sue 
may  be  necessary,  pointed  out. 

b.  Bond  on  a  ne  exeat  A  bond  given  on  the  arrest  of  a 
defendant  upon  a  ne  exeat  cannot  be  prosecuted  without  leave 
of  court.  Harris  v.  Hardy,  3  Hill,  393.  But  if  an  action  is 
commenced  thereon  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  court,  the 
defendants  only  remedy  is  by  motion  to  set  aside  the  proceed- 
ings, lb. 

c.  Injunction  bond.  So,  under  the  former  practice,  an  action 
could  not  be  brought  upon  an  injunction  bond  without  leave  of  the 
court.  Higgins  v.  AUen,  6  How.  31.  See  2  R.  S.  190,  §  150 
(198).   See,  also,  N.  T.  Central  Ins.  Co.  v.  Safford,  10  How.  344. 

d.  Undertakings  given  on  appeal.  Where  an  undertaking 
given  on  appeal  has  been  forfeited  by  an  affirmance,  and  non- 
payment of  the  judgment  appealed  from,  it  may  be  prosecuted 
without  leave  of  court.  N.  T.  Central  Ins.  Co.  v.  Safford,  10 
How.  344. 

€.  Attachment.  An  action  to  obtain  possession  of  property 
belonging  to  the  defendant  in  an  attachment  suit  may  be  brought 
by  a  sheriff,  without  leave  of  court  Kelly  v.  Breusing,  83 
Barb.  123 ;  affirming  32  id.  601. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

ACTIONS  BY  AND  AGAINST  RECEIVERS,  ETC. 

Section  1.  Actions  by  receivers. 

a.  Leave  to  sue.  As  a  general  rule,  a  receiver  cannot  prosecute 
or  defend  an  action  without  express  leave  of  court.      Phelps  v. 
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Cole,  3  Code  R.  157 ;  Meritt  v.  LyaUj  16  Wend.  410 ;  Matter  of 
jBangs^  15  Barb.  266.  If  he  does,  he  proceeds  at  his  own  peril, 
in  regard  to  costs.  Phelps  v.  Cole,  3  Code  R.  157 ;  Smith  v. 
Woodruff,  6  Abb.  66.  If  he  obtain  leave  to  sue,  he  is.  generally 
bound  to  prosecute  the  action.    Wivfield  v.  Bdcon,  24  Barb.  164. 

ft.  JEijectmmt.  A  receiver  cannot  bring  an  action  of  ejectment 
without  leave  of  court.  Wynne  v.  Nevoborough,  1  Ves.  Jr. 
165  ;  3  Bro.  C.  C.  87 ;  Meritt  v..  Lyon,  16  Wend.  410. 

e.  Insolvent  corporations.  A  receiver  of  an  insolvent  corpo- 
ration cannot  interfere  in  a  case,  as  by  giving  notice  of  a  motion 
or  conducting  an  appeal  in  his  own  name,  unless  he  has  been 
made  a  party  to  the  action  by  an  order  of  the  court.  Tracy  v. 
Mrst  National  Bankof  Selma,  37  N.  T.  (10  Tiff.)  523 ;  6  Trans. 
App.  14;  Wait's  Code,  423. 

d.  Receivers  appointed  in  other  J^ates.  Receivers  appointed 
in  other  States  may  sue,  as  such,  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
Hunk  V.  St.  John,  29  Barb.  686. 

e.  Supplementary  proceedings.  A  receiver  appointed  in 
supplementary  proceedings  has  a  general  authority  to  sue  for 
all  debts  or  demands  belonging  to  the  judgment  debtor.  Rule 
93,  Sup.  Court.  But  if  he  exercise  this  authority  without  ex- 
press leave  of  the  court,  he  will,  as  a  general  rule,  be  personally 
liable  for  costs.     Smith  v.  Woodrtiff,  6  Abb.  65. 

So  he  may  bring  an  action  to  recover  back  an  excess  of 
usurious  interest  paid  by  the  judgment  debtor,  but  at  his  risk 
of  costs  if  he  fail  in  the  action.  Palen  v.  Johnson,  46  Barb.  21 ; 
Falen  v.  Bushnell,  id.  24. 

So,  also,  he  may  bring  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  creditor's 
bill  to  set  aside  an  assignment  made  by  the  debtor  in  fraud  of 
his  creditors.  Porters.  Williams,  9  N.  T.  (5  Seld.)  142;  12 
How.  107.   See  Bennett  v.  McOuire,  68  Barb.  626. 

/.  Application  for  leave.  This  application  for  leave  to  sue  is 
ex  parte  in  its  nature,  and  may  be  made  upon  affidavits  showing 
the  facts  which  render  a  suit  expedient ;  but  the  better  course  is 
to  present  such  facts  in  the  form  of  a  verified  petition. 

a 

g.  Petition  of  receiver  for  leave  to  commence  an  auction. 

{TitU  of  action.) 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  YorJc  {or  other  court 
whose  oj^cer  he  is) : 
The  petition  of  R.  C,  receiver,  respectfully  shows; 


LEAVE  TO  BRING  OR  DEFEND  ACTIONS.       199 

Order  granting  receiver  leave  to  sue. 

1.  That  by  an  order  of  this  court,  made  at  a  special  term,  held 
at  ,  on  the  day  of  ?  18  ,  your  petitioner  was 
appointed  receiver  of  (all  the  property  and  effects  of  the  late 
firm  of  A.  and  B.)  in  the  pleaaings  in  the  above-entitled  cause 
mentioned. 

2.  That  your  petitioner  duly  filed  approved  security,  and  took 
possession  of  the  said  (property  and  effects). 

3.  (State  briefly  the  cause  or  causes  of  action,  as  they  would 
be  stated  in  a  concise  complaint ;  thus :)  That  among  other  debts 
due  the  said  firm,  is  one  of  dollars,  due  from  C.  D.,  of, 

!  etc.,  the  particulars  of  which  are  set  forth  in  a  schedule  hereto 
annexed. 

4  That  your  |)etitioner  has  used  every  effort  to  settle  the  said 
I  claim  without  litigation,  but  has  been  unable  to  obtain  payment 
of  the  same. 

5.  That  your  petitioner  has  made  diligent  inquiry  in  relation 
to  the  pecuniary  standing  of  the  said  C.  D.,  and  from  such 
inquiry  Jie  is  (informed  and  believes  that  the  said  C.  D.  is  able  to 
pay  said  debt,  and  that  a  judgment  against  him  could  be  satis- 
lied  out  of  his  property,  and  that  he  is  further  advised  by  his 
counsel,  B.  H.  Kosa,  Esq. ,  and  believes  that  he  has  a  good  cause 
of  action  against  said  G.  D.,  as  aforesaid). 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed,  as 
such  receiver,  to  commence,  continue  and  perfect  an  action  in 
(any  court  of  this  State)  against  the  said  0.  D.,  and  for  such 
other  or  further  order  as  to  the  court  may  seem  meet 

(Date.)  (Signature.) 

( Verijicatum  the  same  as  to  a  c<mplavrd.) 
* 

h.  Order  granting  receiver  leave  to  sue. 

BUPRBME  COURT. 

John  Doe  ) 


Ricluird  Roe. 


I 


At  a  special  term  of  this  court,  held  at  ,  in  the  county 

of  ,  on  the  day  of  ,  18    . 

Present:  Hon.      .     ,  Justice. 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  R.  C. ,  dated  the 
day  of  5  18    ,  the  receiver  appointed  in  this  action,  and  on 

motion  of  (R.  H.  Rosa,  Esq.),  of  counsel  for  the  same, 

Ordered  :  That  the  said  R.  C,  as  receiver  aforesaid,  do  com- 
mence and  perfect  an  action  in  a  court  of  record  in  this  State, 
a^inst  C.  I).,  of  ,  for  the  sum  of  dollars,  according 

to  the  prayer  of  said  petition. 

Section  2.  Actions  against  receivers^  etc. 

a.  Leave  to  sue.  An  action  against  a  receiver  cannot  be  com- 
menced without  the  permission  of  the  court  which  apx)ointed 
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him.  Degroot  v.  Jay^  30  Barb.  483;  Higgins  v.  'Wright^  43 
id.  461,  468;  9  Abb.  364;  Angel  v.  Smith,  9  Ves.  Jr.  335. 
^eQ.Hubhell  V.  Dana,  9  How.  424;  Wait's  Code,  423. 

h.  Ejectment  In  this  action  such  permission  must  be 
obtained  before  this  action  can  be  properly  commenced.  Angel 
V.  Smifh,  9  Ves.  Jr.  335. 

c.  Injunction.  So,  also,  an  injunction  wiU  not  be  issued  to 
restrain  a  receiver  from  prosecuting  a  suit  which  he  has  com- 
menced with  leave  of  court.  The  proper  remedy  in  such  case  is 
to  apply  to  the  court  which  appointed  him  for  instructions. 
Winfield  v.  Ba^on,  24  Barb.  164 ;  Van  Bensselaer  v.  Emery,  9 
How.  135. 

d.  Leave  not  obtained.  Omitting  to  obtain  leave  of  court 
before  commencing  an  action  against  a  receiver  is  a  contempt  of 
court.  Taylor  v.  Baldvyin,  14  Abb.  166 ;  De  Oroot  v.  Jay,  30 
Barb.  483;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  364;  Edwards  v.  BostwicJc,  N.  Y. 
Trans.,  Feb.  8,  1860 ;  Noe  v.  Oihson,  7  Paige,  513.  See  Ckavr- 
tauque  Bank  v.  Risley,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  376.  But  the  omis- 
sion is  an  irregularity  which  may  be  waived  by  an  appearance 
in  the  case  without  objection.  Hubhell  v.  Dan/t,  9  How.  424. 
See  Jay^  s  Case,  6  Abb.  293 ;  ParJcer  v.  Brovming,  8  Paige,  389 ; 
and  if  judgment  is  once  obtained  in  an  action  so  commenced  and 
prosecuted  it  will  be  valid.  CTiaviauque  Bank  v.  RisUy,  19 
N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  376. 

e.  Application  for  leave.  The  application  for  leave  to  com- 
mence an  action  against  a  receiver  seems  to  be  a  special  proceed- 
ing similar  to  that  in  the  case  of  a  lunatic.  Thus,  if  the  claim 
appears  to  be  just,  the  court  will  direct  it  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
fand  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver ;  or,  if  the  claim  is  disputed, 
may  refer  it ;  such  a  course  is  better  than  to  grant  permission  to 
commence  an  action.  See  De  Oroot  v.  Jay,  9  Abb.  365 ;  S.  C, 
30  Barb.  483 ;  but  such  a  disposition  cannot  always  be  made,  as 
in  those  cases  where  other  parties  are  interested  whose  rights 
cannot  be  settled  by  a  reference. 

The  receiver  is  not  entitled  to  notice  of  the  application  as  a 
matter  of  right,  but  it  is  better  to  give  him  such  notice,  other- 
wise he  may  obtain  a  revocation  of  the  order  without  notice,  if 
it  was  made  out  of  court. 

/.  Referee.  An  action  against  a  referee,  in  partition,  for 
money  in  his  possession,  as  such  referee,  cannot  be  commenced 
without  leave  of  court.    Higgins  v.  Wright,  43  Barb.  462. 


LEAVE  TO  BRING  OR  DEFEND  ACTIONS.       201 


Petition  for  leave  to  sue  a  Receiver  —  Actions  by  lunatics,  etc. 


Petition  for  leave  to  sue  a  Receiver, 

To  the  Court  of  the  of 

for,   To  Hon.  William  L.  Learned,  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.) 

The  petition  of  John  Doe,  of  ,  respectfully 

shows: 

1.  That  John  Smith,  of  ,  was  heretofore 
appointed  receiver  of  (describe  estate  briefly)  by  your  (honor- 
aote  court). 

2.  (State  cause  of  action.) 

3.  (Set  forth  the  reasons  why  an  action  is  preferable  to  a 
reference.) 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  ;prays  an  order  of  (this  court)  per- 
mitting him  to  bring  an  action  in  court  against  the 
said  John  Smith,  as  receiver  aforesaid,  and  for  such  other  or 
further  relief  as  to  (the  court  or  your  honor)  may  seem  meet. 

{Dated.)  (SigTiature.) 

{Verification  the  same  as  to  a  complaint.) 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue  Receiver. 

SUPREME  COURT. 


In  the  matter  of  the  a 
of  John  Doe 


tppiication  K  t  g^  special  term  (as  in  p.  199.) 


On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  John  Doe,  and  on  motion 
of  D.  C.  Herrick,  Esq.,  of  counsel  for  the  ^titioner,  after  hear- 
ing of  W.,  of  counsel  for  John  Smith,  receiver. 

Okdebed  :  That  the  said  John  Doe  have  leave  to  commence  an 
action  a^inst  the  said  John  Smith,  as  receiver  of  (describe  the 
estate),  for  (state  object  of  action)  in  (this  court). 


ARTICLE  V. 

ACTIONS  BY  AND  AGAINST    LUNATICS,  ETC. 

Section  1.  Actions  by  lunatics^  etc. 

d.  How  commenced.  All  suits  affecting  the  person  or  property 
of  a  person  who  has  been  judicially  declared  to  be  a  lunatic,  or 
ft  habitual  drunkard,  must  be  prosecuted  in  his  own  name  and 
by  his  next  friend ;  except  those  suits  which,  by  statute,  may  be 
commenced  in  the  name  of  his  committee.  See  McKillip  v.  Jfc- 
KiUip,  8  Barb.  652 ;  Petrie  v.  Shoemaker,  24  Wend.  85. 

The  property  and  person  of  a  lunatic  being  under  the  protec- 
tion and  control  of  the  court,  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course, 

26 
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that  he  cannot  commence  an  action  without  leave  of  court.  See 
Brown  v.  Nichols,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  1 ;  S.  C,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand) 
26 ;  Matter  of  Heller,  3  Paige,  199. 

Section  2.  Actions  against  lunatics^  etc. 

a.  Leaze  to  sue  necessary.  An  action  cannot  be  commenced 
against  the  estate  of  a  lunatic  for  whom  a  committee  ha^  been 
appointed,  without  express  leave  of  court.  WilUaTOS  v.  Came- 
ron, 26  Barb.  172 ;  SoverhiU  v.  Dickson,  5  How.  109 ;  S.  C,  3  Code 
R.  162 ;  Orippen  y.Culver,  13  Barb.  424  (428) ;  Matter  of  Hopper, 
6  Paige,  490 ;  Matter  of  Heller,  3  id.  201.  See  Brown  v.  Nichols, 
42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  26  ;  9  Abb.  N.  S.  1. 

The  same  rule  applies  to  the  commencement  of  actions  against 
the  estate  of  a  habitual  drunkard.    Hall  v.  Taylor,  8  How.  428. 

&.  Commencing  without  leave.  Wliere  an  action  is  commenced 
against  a  lunatic  without  leave,  the  proper  course  is  to  apply  to 
the  court  which  appointed  the  committee  for  an  order  to  restrain 
the  prosecution  of  the  suit,  and  to  punish  the  plaintiff  for  con- 
tempt. CHppen  V.  Culver,  13  Barb.  424 ;  Brown  v.  Nichols,  9 
Abb.  N.  S.  1 ;  S.  C,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  26.  See  Clark  v.  Dun- 
ham,  4  Denio,  262. 

In  such  case,  if  a  judgment  is  obtained,  it  is  merely  voidable 
and  not  void.  Brown  v.  Nichols,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  1 ;  S.  C,  42  N. 
Y.  (3  Hand)  26 ;  Sternhergh  v.  Schoolcraft,  2  Barb,  153.  See 
Crippen  v.  Culver,  13  id.  424. 

c.  Application  for  leave.  This  application  is  a  special  pro- 
ceeding. See  Williams  v.  Cameron,  26  Barb.  172.  It  must  be 
made  to  the  supreme  court  (or  county  court  which  appointed 
the  committee,  where  such  is  the  case)  for  leave  to  sue,  or  for  a 
reference  to  inquire  and  report  what  is  due  the  petitioner.  lb. 
Hall  V.  Taylor,  8  How.  429  ;  SoverhiU  v.  Dickson,  6  id.  109. 

On  such  application,  if  the  petitioner' s  claim  is  undisputed, 
the  court  will  order  the  committee  to  pay  it,  or,  if  the  claim  is 
seriously  disputed,  order  a  reference  or  grant  permission  to 
bring  an  action.  SoverhiU  v.  Dickson,  6  How.  109 ;  Williams 
y.  CameroTiy  26  Barb.  172 ;  Hull  v.  Taylor,  8  How.  429  ;  Matter 
of  Hopper,  6  Paige,  489.  A  reference  is  generally  preferred  to 
an  action.     Williams  v.  Camenm,  ^6  Barb.  176. 

« 

d.  Petition  for  leave  to  sue  the  committee  of  a  I/unatic,  etc. 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  {or  other  court) : 
The  petition  of  John  Doe,  of,  etc.,  respectfully  shows : 
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Order  granting  leave  to  sae  the  committee  of  a  lunatic,  etc. 

1.  That  Richaxd  Roe,  of,  etc.,  is  justly  indebted  to  your 
petitioner  in  the  sum  of  dollars,  with  interest  thereon,  from 
the  day  of  »  18  ,  for  (state  briefly  the  cause 
or  causes  of  indebtedness,  as  they  would  be  stated  in  a  concise 
complaint),  that  an  account  of  the  (goods,  etc.,  so  furnished  as 
aforesaid),  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  schedule  ^'A,"  that 
the  items  mentioned  in  said  account  (or  in  said  account  last 
aforesaid)  are  in  all  respects  correct,  that  (the  goods,  etc., 
there  charged  were,  in  fact,  delivered  to  the  said  Richard  Roe, 
at  the  times  stated  in  said  account)  and  that  no  part  of  said 
account  has  been  paid  or  satisfied  (except  the  sum  of 

dollars,  stated  therein). 

2.  That  your  petitioner  is  informed  and  believes  that  the  said 
Richard  Roe  has  been  declared  a  lunatic  by  the  supreme  court 
(or  other  court)  and,  that  John  Smith,  resiaing  at  , 
in  the  county  of  ,  is  now  the  committee  of  his  person 
and  estate ;  and,  that  he  has  been  such  committee  for  several 
months  last  past. 

3.  That  your  petitioner  has  duly  presented  the  said  accounts 
(or,  has  caused  said  accounts  to  be  duly  presented)  to  the  said 
committee  for  payment ;  but  the  said  committee  declined  (or 
refused,  or  neglected)  to  pay  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof ;  and 
the  sum  of  dollars,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  is  now 
justly  due  to  your  petitioner. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  the  order  of  this  court  direct- 
ing the  said  committee  to  pay  to  your  petitioner  the  amount  of 
his  account  aforesaid  (or  the  balance  due  thereon\  to  wit,  the 
sum  of  dollars,  with  interest  thereon  from  tne 

day  of  J  18     ;  or  that  a  reference  may  be  ordered 

to  pass  upon  the  said  accounts;  or  that  your  petitioner  may 
have  leave  to  bring  an  action  against  the  said  committee,  to 
establish  and  adjust  said  accounts ;  or  for  such  other  or  further 
order  as  to  the  court  may  seem  meet. 

Daniel  Cameron,      .  {Signatv/re.) 

Attorney  for  Petitioner. 

{Verification  the  same  as  to  a  complaint) 
e.  Order  granting  leave  to  sue  the  committee  of  a  Lunatic^  etc. 

SUPREME  court  (OR  OTHER  COURT). 

In  the  matter  of  Richard  Roe 
lunatic. 


'  *  >  At  a  special  term  (as  in  p.  199.) 


On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  John  Doe,  dated  the 
day  of  >  18    ,  and  after  hearing^ A.  B.,  Esq., 

attorney  for  the  petitioner,  and  Alva  H.  Tremain,  Esq.,  counsel 
for  John  Smith,  committee. 

Ordered,  1 :  That  the  said  John  Doe  have  leave  to  bring  an 
action  in  this  court  (or  other  court)  against  the  said  John  Smith, 
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Actions  hy  and  against  infanta,  gaardians,  etc. 

committee,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  adjusting  the 
claims  mentioned  in  said  petition,  and  the  amount  due  thereon, 
if  any  thing,  to  the  said  petitioner. 

2.  That  the  said  petitioner,  if  he  shall  think  proper,  may  join 
the  said  Richard  Roe,  as  a  party  defendant,  in  said  action. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

ACTIONS  BY  AKD  AGAINST  IKFAKTS,  0UABDIAN8,  ETC. 

Section  1.  Actions  by  infants^  guardians^  etc. 

a.  Partition.  Before  proceedings  can  be  instituted  by  an 
infant  for  the  partition  of  real  estate,  or  for  a  sale  of  the  same, 
permisison  of  the  supreme  court  must  be  obtained.  4  R.  S., 
Edm.  ed.,  604 ;  Laws  of  1852,  ch.  277. 

ft.  LeavCj  when  granted.  Leave  to  commence  such  proceed- 
ings will  not  be  granted,  unless  it  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  the  interest  of  the  infant  requires  such 
partition  or  sale.  lb.  Lansing  v.  OvZicky  26  How.  250.  And 
a  report  of  a  referee  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  a  proper  case  in 
which  to  grant  such  leave,  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  court 
in  doing  so.    Matter  of  Marsac^  15  How.  383. 

So,  also,  it  should  be  shown  that  the  co-tenants  refused  to 
purchase  the  infants'  share  in  the  estate,  at  its  fair  value,  before 
permission  will  be  granted  for  the  commencement  of  a  partition 
suit  in  their  names.    Matter  of  Marsa^^  15  How.  383. 

Section  2.    Actions  against  infants^  guardians^  etc. 

a.  Guardian.  As  a  general  rule,  an  infant  must  now  sue  or 
be  sued  by  guardian  only.  The  Code  abolishes  the  old  practice 
of  suing  by  next  friend.  Hof  tailing  v.  Teal^  11  How.  188.  See 
Freyherg  v.  Pelerin^  24  id.  202 ;  Hulhert  v.  Toung^  13  id. 
413.  And,  in  an  action  of  partition,  a  guardian  for  minor  defend- 
ants should  be  procured  before  service  of  the  summons. 
Althause  v.  Radde^  3  Bosw.  410.  See  Rogers  v.  McLean^  11 
Abb.  440. 

A  judgment  obtained  against  an  infant  defendant,  before  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian,  is  irregular.  KeTJog  v.  KlocJc^  2 
Code  R.  28  ;  Boylen  v.  McAnoy^  29  How.  278.  And  such  irregu- 
larity cannot  be  waived.  Fairweather  v.  Satterly^  7  Rob.  646. 
See  McMurray  v.  McMurray^  41  How.  41 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  N.  S. 
315. 
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Petition  hj  infanLand  guardian  for  leave  to  commence  action  for  partition. 

Section  3.    Petition  by  an  infant  and  guardian  for  leaye  to 

commence  an  action  for  partition. 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stale  of  New  YorJc : 

The  petition  of  John  Den  and  Eichard  Fen  respectfully 
shows : 

1.  That  the  said  John  Den  is  an  infant  of  the  age  (over  four- 
teen) years,  and  that  he  resides  in 

2.  That  the  said  Richard  Fen,  who  resides  in  ,  was, 
on  the  day  of  ?  18  ,  duly  appointed 
general  ^ardian  of  said  John  Den,  by  the  (surrogate  of  the 
county  (3                     ). 

3.  That  the  said  John  Den  is  a  tenant,  in  common  with  (de- 
scribe co-tenants)  in  fee  simple  of  certain  real  estate  in  (describe 
the  property,  and  state  infant' s  share). 

4.  That  tne  following  persons  are  interested  in,  or  have  a  lien 
upon,  said  real  estate,  to  wit :  (give  the  names  of  the  parties  and 
the  nature  of  their  interests). 

6.  That  the  said  real  estate  is  now  in  the  possession  of 

6.  That  the  taxes  and  assessments  due  upon  the  same  have 
not  been  paid,  but  there  is  now  due  for  the  same  the  sum 
of  dollars,  as  your  petitioners  are  informed  and 
believe. 

7.  That  the  value  of  said  real  estate  is  about  dol- 
lars, that  the  share  of  said  John  Den  is  worth  dollars, 
clear  of  all  liens,  as  jrour  petitioners  are  informed  and  believe ; 
but  the  amount  received  by  the  said  John  Den  on  account  of 
the  same  during                   years  last  past,  is  only 

dollars. 

8.  That  all  the  other  co-tenants  above  named  refuse  to  unite 
in  the  sale  of  said  premises,  or  to  purchase  the  share  of  your 
said  petitioner,  John  Den,  at  any  price  whatever  (or  other  facts 
showmg  why  the  infant  should  be  allowed  to  commence  an 
actio^. 

9.  That,  by  reason  of  the  premises,  the  said  John  Den  would 
be  greatly  benefited  hj  a  partition  of  the  said  property. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  pray  that  the  court  will  allow  the 

said  John  Den  to  commence  (an  action)  for  partition  and  sale,  if 

'necessary,  of  said  real  estate,  and  that  the  said  Richard  Fen 

may  be  appointed  the  guardian  of  said  John  Den,  to  conduct 

the  proceemngs  in  such  action  on  his  behalf. 

{Dated.)  {Signatures,) 

County  of  ,  ss : 

The  above-named  John  Den  and  Richard  Fen,  being  duly 
sworn,  each  for  himself,  severally  says,  that  the  above  petition 
is  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  matters  therein 
stated  to  be  on  information  and  belief,  and  as  to  thoise  matters 
he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

{Jurat. )  {Signatures. ) 
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Order  to  sue  in  partition — Actions  by  poor  piersone. 


Section  4.  Order  granting  leaye  to  institute  an  action  of  par- 
tition on  tlie  part  of  an  infant. 

SUPREME  COURT  —  Coitntt  of  . 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of   | 
an  infant,  John  Den,  and  his  ^    At  a  Special  term  (aS  in  p.  199.) 
guardian,  Richard  Fen. 


On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  Jolin  Den,  an  Infant,  and 
Richard  Fen,  his  guardian,  and  on  motion  of  (A.  B.)  Esq.,  of 
counsel  for  petitioners : 

Ordered  :  1.  That  proceedings  may  be  commenced  in  this 
court  on  behalf  of  said  John  Den  for  a  partition  of  the  real  estate 
described  in  said  petition,  and  for  a  sale  thereof,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  such  partition  cannot  be  made  without  great  preju- 
dice to  the  owners. 

2.  That  the  said  Richard  Fen  be  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
guardian  ad  litem^  for  the  purposes  of  such  proceedings,  on  his 
executing  to  the  people  or  this  State  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of 
dollars,  to  be  approved  by  a  justice  of  this  court 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

ACTIOKS  BY  POOR  PERSOKS. 

Section  1.  Who  may  prosecute  as  a  poor  person. 

a.  In  general.  It  is  provided  by  statute  that  any  poor  person 
who  has  a  cause  of  action  against  another,  but  is  destitute  of 
the  means  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  suit,  may,  upon  appli- 
cation, obtain  an  order  of  the  court  assigning  him  counsel, 
solicitors,  attorneys,  and  all  other  officers  requisite  for  prosecut- 
ing his  suit,  who  shall  act  without  compensation;  and  also 
exempting  him  from  the  payment  of  fees  to  any  officers  or  min- 
isters of  justice,  and  from  all  liability  for  any  costs  in  the  suit 
2  R.  S.  444,  446,  §§  1-6  (463).  This  provision  of  the  statute  is 
retained  under  section  471  of  the  Code. 

It  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  form  or  class  of  actions,  or 
to  any  particular  class  of  persons,  but  is  of  genaral  application, 
and  extends  to  suits  in  X50urts  of  equity  as  well  as  to  actions  in 
courts  of  law.  lb.,  §  6. 

The  only  class  of  persons,  under  any  construction  of  the  stat- 
ute, not  entitled  to  this  privilege  are  non-residents,  and  it  is  not 
clear  that  the  privilege  does  not  extend  to  them.  See  Thomas 
V.  Wilson,  6  HIU,  257. 
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Who  may  prosecute — Application,  how,  when,  and  where  made. 

But  in  every  case,  before  any  order  can  issue  granting  an 
application  for  leave  to  sue  in  forma  pauperis,  it  must  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  the  applicant  is  in  fact  a  pau- 
per.   Isnard  v.  Cazeaux,  1  Paige,  39 ;  2  R.  S.  446,  §  2  (464). 

A  party  bringing  an  appeal  cannot  claim  the  privilege,  as  an 
appeal  is  not  a  cause  of  action  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
Ostrander  v.  Harper ,  14  How.  16 ;  Bolton  v.  Oardner,  3  Paige, 
273  (280) ;  Moore  v.  Cooley,  2  Hill,  412 ;  McDonald  v.  Bank  for 
Savings  in  New  TorJc,  2  How.  35. 

h.  Married  women.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  statute  a 
married  woman  may  obtain  leave  to  prosecute  in  forma  pan- 
peris  for  injuries  to  her  separate  estate.  Roberti  v.  CarUon,  18 
How.  466.  So,  upon  a  proper  application,  a  wife  may  be  per- 
mitted to  bring  an  action,  in  forma  pauperis,  against  her  hus- 
band for  a  separation.    Robertson  v.  Robertson,  3  Paige,  387. 

c.  One  of  several  plaintiffs.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  entitle  one 
of  several  co-plaintiffs  to  an  order  granting  him  leave  to  sue  as 
a  poor  person,  that  his  application  show  that  he  is  individually 
unable  to  prosecute  the  action  by  reason  of  poverty.  The  pov- 
erty and  inability  must  be  shown  to  extend  to  all  the  plaintiffs, 
or  the  relief  will  be  denied.  The  courts  will  not  allow  respon- 
sible plaintiffs  to  join  a  pauper  with  themselves  in  an  action,  and 
thus  escape  liability  to  costs  if  defeated,  and  yet  share  the  costs 
with  him  if  successful.     Ostrander  v.  Harper,  14  How.  16. 

d.  Costs  of  former  suit.  The  fact  that  the  party  applying  for 
leave  to  sue  as  a  poor  person  is  indebted  to  the  same  defendant 
for  the  costs  of  a  former  suit,  will  not  defeat  the  application. 
Roberti  v.  Carlton,  18  How.  466.  The  statute  expressly  provides 
that  liability  for  the  costs  of  a  former  suit  shall  not  prevent  the 
party  from  prosecuting  as  a  poor  person.    2  R.  S.  445,  §  4  (464). 

Section  2.  Application^  how^  when^  and  where  made. 

a.  Application,  where  made.  An  application  for  leave  to  sue 
as  a  poor  person  must  be  made  to  the  court  where  the  action  is 
pending  or  in  which  it  is  intended  to  be  brought.  2  R.  S.  444,  § 
1  (463). 

6.  Application,  when  made.  It  may  be  made  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  or  it  may  be  made  within  any  reason- 
able time  thereafter.  See  2  R.  S.  444,  §  1  (463).  An  application 
made  after  a  suit  has  been  long  pending,  and  has  been  referred 
and  noticed  for  hearing,  will  be  denied.    Florence  v.  BvZkley,  1 
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Petition  for  leave  to  sue. 

Duer,  705;  S.  C,  12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  28.  See  Ostrander  v. 
Harper^  14  How.  17 ;  Swan  v.  Mathews^  3  Duer,  613. 

c.  Applicdtian,  notice  of.  An  application  for  leave  to  sue  in 
forma  pauperis  may  be  made  ex  parte  if  before  suit ;  but,  if 
made  during  the  pendency  of  the  action,  must  be  on  due  notice 
and  after  due  service  of  the  moving  papers  on  the  party  defend- 
ant. Eight  days'  notice  of  the  application  should  be  given, 
unless  a  shorter  time  is  fixed  by  an  order  to  show  cause. 
Ostrander  v.  Harper^  14  How.  16 ;  Thomas  v.  Wilson^  6  Hill, 
257;  Isnard  v.  Ga^eaux^  1  Paige,  39.  An  order  allowing  a 
party  to  proceed  as  a  poor  person,  if  obtained  on  an  ex  parte 
application  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  will  be 
revoked.  lb. 

d.  Petition  for  leave  to  sue.  The  application  for  leave  to  sue 
as  a  poor  person,  should  be  made  upon  a  petition,  showing 
(1)  the  nature  of  the  suit  brought  or  intended  to  be  brought ;  (2) 
that  the  applicant  is  not  worth  twenty  dollars,  excepting  the 
wearing  apparel  and  furniture  necessary  for  himself  and  his 
family,  and  excepting  the  subject-matter  of  the  action  when  not 
in  possession  thereof. 

This  petition  should  be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  the  party 
seeking  to  be  allowed  to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person,  and  should 
be  supported  by  a  certificate  of  a  counselor  of  the  court,  that  he 
has  examined  the  claim,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  such  poor 
person  has  a  good  cause  of  action.  2  R.  S.  445,  §  2  (464).  An 
order  granted  on  a  petition  by  a  third  person  will  be  revoked. 
Wilkinson  v.  BelsJier^  2  Bro.  C.  C.  273. 

Petition  for  leave  to  prosecute  in  forma  pauperis  {action  not 

commenced). 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  {or  other  court) : 
The  petition  of  A.  B.  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

respectfullv  shows : 

1.  That  (C.  D.,  of,  etc.,  is  justly  indebted  to  your  petitioner  in 
the  sum  of  dollars,  and  interest  thereon  from  the 

day  of  >  18    ,  for  work,  labor  and  services  performed 

by  your  petitioner,  for  the  said  [C.  D.]  at  his  request,  during 
tne  years  18  ,  18  ,  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid,  or  otJier 
cause  of  action  stated  concisely). 

2.  That  vour  petitioner  is  a  poor  person  and  is  not  worth 
twenty  dollars,  excepting  necessary  wearing  apparel,  and  furni- 
ture for  himself  and  family,  and  the  claim  above  mentioned. 

3.  That  your  petitioner  desires  to  commence  an  action  for  the 
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The  order. 

recovery  of  said  (claim),  but  for  the  reason  hereinbefore  stated 
is  nnable  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that  he  may  be  admitted  to 
prosecute  the  said  action  as  a  poor  person,  and  that,  according 
to  statute,  an  attorney  and  counselor  of  this  court,  and  all  other 
officers  req^uisite  for  the  prosecuting  of  the  said  action  may  be 
assigned  him  for  that  purpose. 

(Mate.)  {Signature.) 

{Verification  the  sarhe  as  to  a  complaint) 

Certificaie  of  a  Counselor  {to  he  annexed). 

To  the  8u]^eme  Court  qf  the  State  of  New  YorTc : 
I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  claim  of  A.  B. 

asainst  C.  B.,  set  forth  in  the  petition  hereto  annexed,  and  am 

of  opinion  that  the  said  A.  !B.  has  a  good  cause  of  action 

thereon. 
{Daied.)  R.  C,  Counselor  at  law. 

Section  3.  The  order. 

a  In  general.  The  court  to  which  an  application  is  made  in 
the  manner  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  if  satisfied  that 
the  &ct8  set  forth  in  the  petition  are  true,  and  that  the  appli- 
cant has  a  meritorious  cause  of  action,  must,  by  order,  admit 
him  to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person,  and  assign  to  him  counsel, 
solicitors,  attorneys  and  all  other  officers  requisite  for  prosecut- 
ing his  suit,  who  shall  conduct  the  action  free  of  charge.  2  B. 
S.  445,  §  8  (464). 

ft.  F(yrm  of  order.  If  the  order  is  granted  on  an  ex  parte 
application,  as  it  may  be  when  the  application  is  made  before  a 
suit  is  commenced,  it  should  be  prepared  in  advance  by  the 
attorney  to  be  in  readiness  for  submission  to  the  court.  The 
order  may  be  in  the  following  form : 

Order  permitting  a  person  to  sue  in  forma  pauperis^  action 

not  commenced. 

SUPREME  COUBT. 

In  the  matter^onhe  petition  of    |  At  a  Special  term  (as  in  p.  199.) 


On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  A.  B.  above  named,  and 
the  certificate  of  (R.  C,  Esq.;  counselor  at  law,  dated  the 
dav  of  ,  18     , 

Obdebeb  :  1.  That  the  said  A.  B.  be  and  he  is  hereby  ad- 
mitted to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person,  free  of  all  liability  for 
costs,  an  action  in  this  court  agamst  C.  D.  {it  may  be  prudent  to 

27 
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add:  and  such  other  persons  as  may  he  necessary  parties 
defendant)  for  the  recovery  of  (the  claim  mentionea  in  said 
petition). 

2.  That  C.  H.  S.,  Esq.,  counselor  at  law,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
assigned  to  said  A.  B.  as  his  attorney,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
conduct  the  said  action  free  of  charge  to  said  A.  B. 

Petition  for  leave  to  prosecute  in  forma  pauperis  {action 

commenced). 
(Title  of  cause.) 
(As  in  section  2,  p.  208,  to  the  end  of  first  paragraph ;  form.) 

2.  That  your  petitioner  has  commenced  an  action  as  above 
entitled  for  the  recovery  of  said  (claim)  and  (the  same  is  now  at 
issue). 

3.  That  your  petitioner  is  unable  to  maintain  the  said  action 
by  reason  of  the  expense  to  which  he  has  been,  and  is  likely  to 
be  put  to,  concerning  the  same. 

4.  That  your  petitioner  is  not  worth  twenty  dollars,  excepting 
necessary  wearing  apparel  and  furniture  for  himself  and  family, 
and  the  claim  above  mentioned. 

5.  That  your  petitioner  desires  to  continue  the  prosecution  of 
said  action,  but  for  the  reason  hereinbefore  stated  (as  in  section 
2  [form],  to  the  end,  including  the  certificate*  of  a  counselor  of 
the  court). 

(Date.)  {Signature.) 

{ Yerification  the  same  as  to  a  complaint.) 

Order  granting  leave  to  continue  an  action  in  forma  pauperis. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

At  a  special  term  (as  in  p.  199). 
On   reading   (as  in  section   3,  p.   209  [form],  to  the  word 
"  ordered"). 

1.  That  the  above-named  plaintifl^  be  allowed  to  continue  this 
action  as  a  poor  person,  without  any  further  liability  for  costs 
or  <3harges. 

2.  That  C.  H.  S.,  Esq.,  counselor  at  law,  be  and  he  is  hereby- 
assigned  to  said  A.  B.  as  his  attorney,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
conduct  the  said  action  free  of  charge  to  said  A.  B. 

Notice  of  motion. 

(Title  of  action.) 

Take  notice  that  I  shall  apply  to  the  supreme  court  (or  other 
court)  at  the  next  special  term  thereof,  to  be  held  at  , 

in  the  county  of  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

18    ,  at    .  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  or  as  soon 

thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  for  an  order  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

Yours  truly, 

{Dated.)  E.  B.,  Attorney  for  Plaintiff. 
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c.  liffecL  of  the  order.  Any  i)erson  who  has  thus  obtained 
leave  to  sne  in  forma  pauperis  may  prosecute  his  suit  without 
paying  any  fees  to  any  officers  or  ministers  of  justice,  and  can- 
not be  prevented  from  so  prosecuting  by  reason  of  his  being 
liable  for  the  costs  of  any  former  suit  brought  by  him  against 
the  same  defendant ;  and,  if  he  is  nonsuited,  or  a  verdict  or 
judgment  is  given  against  him,  or  his  complaint  is  dismissed, 
or  a  decree  rendered  against  him,  he  will  not  be  liable  for  any 
costs  in  such  suit.    2  R.  S.  445,  §  4  (464). 

In  ordinary  cases  a  defendant  against  whom  suit  is  brought, 
and  to  whom  the  plaintiff  therein  is  indebted  for  the  co^ts  of  a 
former  suit,  may  obtain  a  stay  of  proceedings  in  the  second  suit 
until  the  costs  of  the  first  are  paid,  in  all  cases  where  both 
actions  are  in  the  same  form,  as  where  both  are  legal,  or  both  are 
equitable.  The  provisions  of  this  statute,  however,  expressly 
exempt  paupers  from  the  operation  of  this  rule.  Kerr  v.  Davis^ 
7  Paige,  64 ;  Roherti  v.  Carlton^  18  How.  466. 

Under  the  English  practice,  in  cases  of  great  vexation  (but  in 
such  cases  only),  if  a  second  suit  be  instituted  for  the  same  pur- 
pose for  which  the  plaintiff  formerly  litigated  in  forma  pavr 
perlSj  proceedings  in  such  second  suit  will  be  stayed  until  the 
costs  of  the  former  suit  have  been  paid,  even  thougK  the  plain- 
tiff may  not  have  been  dispaupered  in  such  former  suit.  Cor- 
beU  V.  Corbett,  16  Ves.  407 ;  Wild  v.  JHobson.  2  V.  &  B.  112 ; 
Batoyer  v.  McEvoy,  1  Ball.  &  Bea.  66,  662. 

The  exemption  of  the  plaintiff  from  all  costs  that  may  accrue 
while  prosecuting  as  a  poor  person  is  absolute  from  the  time  of 
the  granting  of  the  order  until  its  revocation  for  misconduct  or 
mismanagement  in  the  suit.  Thus,  the  plaintiff  will  not  be  liable 
to  costs  for  not  proceeding  to  trial  pursuant  to  notice,  if  the  order 
granting  him  leave  to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person  has  not  been 
revoked.  Steele  v.  Motty  20  Wend.  679 ;  Bice  v.  Brown^  1  Bos. 
&  PuL  39 ;  Doe  v.  Trussell^  6  East,  606 ;  Brittain  v.  OreenmUe^ 
2  Stra.  1121 ;  Taylor  v.  Lowe,  id.  983 ;  Blood  v.  Lee,  3  Wils.  24. 
While  the  plaintiff  will  not  be  required  to  pay  costs  on  his  own 
default  he  may,  however,  receive  costs  for  the  default  of  the 
defendant  Rice  v.  Brown,  1  Bos.  &  Pul.  39.  But  the  amount 
of  costs  that  shall  be  awarded  to  a  poor  person  suing  as  such  is 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  depends  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case.  Rattray  v.  Oeorge,  16  Ves.  232.  Thus, 
a  plaintiff  suing  in  forma  pauperis,  and  recovering  a  legacy 


212      LEAVE  TO  BRING  OR  DEFEND  ACTIONS. 

Effect  of  the  order — Actione  hj  the  Attomej-Qeneral. 

against  executors,  is  entitled  only  to  the  actual  costs  or  ex- 
penses of  the  suit,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  assets.  Williams  v. 
WilJcinSy  3  Johns.  Ch..  65.  So,  a  plaintiff  suing  as  a  poor  per- 
son will  not  be  allowed  interlocutory  costs  where  he  has  no 
reasonable  hope  of  succeeding  on  the  merits.  Bolton  v.  Oard- 
ner^  3  Paige,  373.  But  fall  costs  will  be  allowed  on  an  appeal, 
as  an  appeal  cannot  be  prosecuted  in  forma  pauperis,  and  the 
parties  to  the  appeal  stand  on  an  equal  footing  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  right  to  costs.  lb. 

The  exemption  of  the  plaintiff  from  liability  to  costs  was  held 
before  the  statute  to  date  only  from  the  granting  of  his  petition 
to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person.  If  the  application  was  made 
during  the  pendency  of  the  action,  he  was  held  liable  for  such 
costs  as  had  previously  accrued.  Brown  v.  Story y  1  Paige,  588 ; 
FiUwood  V.  CousenSy  1  Addams,  288.  But,  since  the  Revised 
Statutes,  it  is  declared  that  the  pauper  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
costs  in  such  suit.  2  R.  S.  446,  §  4  (464).  Whether  this  general 
language  has  changed  the  practice  as  to  costs  already  accrued 
has  not  been  decided  by  the  court6. 

The  proceedings  in  an  action  brought  by  a  poor  person,  as 
such,  are  the  same  as  in  actions  brought  by  any  other  i)er8on. 
Code,  §  471. 

d.  Reoocaiion  of  order.  The  statute  further  provides  that,  if 
the  person  prosecuting  in  forma  payperis  be  guilty  of  any  im- 
proper conduct  in  the  prosecution  of  his  suit,  or  of  any  willful 
or  unnecessary  delay,  the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  annul  the 
order  admitting  him  to  prosecute  as  a  poor  person ;  and  he  shall 
thereafter  be  deprived  of  aU  the  privileges  conferred  by  such 
order.  2  R.  S.  446,  §  5  (464).  Thus,  on  the  revocation  of  the 
order,  the  plaintiff  will  be  liable  for  costs  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  degree  as  though  the  order  had  never  been 
made.    Steele  v.  Mott,  20  Wend.  679. 


ARTICLE  Vm. 

ACnOKS  BY  THE  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Section  1.  In  general. 

a.  To  annul  a  corporation.  An  action  may  be  brought  by  the 
attorney-general,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  on  leave  granted  hy 
(he  supreme  court  or  a  judge  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  vacat- 
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Actions  hy  Attorney-General  —  Remedy  if  leave  not  obtained. 

ing  the  charter  of  a  corporation  (other  than  municipal),  whenever 
snch  corporation  shall  (1)  offend  against  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  creating,  altering  or  renewing  such  corporation ;  or, 
(2)  violate  the  provisions  of  any  law  by  which  such  corporation 
shall  have  forfeited  its  charter  by  abuse  of  its  powers ;  or,  (3) 
whenever  it  shall  forfeit  its  privileges  or  franchises  by  fEiHure  to 
exercise  its  i)Owers ;  or,  (4)  whenever  it  shall  do  any  act  which 
amonnts  to  a  surrender  of  its  corporate  rights ;  or,  (6)  whenever 
it  shall  exercise  a  franchise  or  privilege  not  conferred  on  it  by 
law.  Code,  §  430.  See  People  v.  Lowber^  28  Barb.  65 ;  8.  C,  7 
Abb.  168 ;  People  v.  Brie  Railway  Co.^  36  How.  129  ;  Smith  v. 
Metropolitan  Oaslight  Co.^  12  id.  187.    . 

h.  Lear^e^  Turn  obtained.  Leave  to  bring  an  action  will  be 
granted  on  an  application  of  the  attorney-general.  Notice  of 
such  application  may  or  may  not  be  given  to  the  corporation, 
according  as  the  court  or  judge  shall  direct.  Code,  §  431.  Such 
application  should  be  made  in  a  manner  analogous  to  that  of 
other  officers  of  the  court  seeking  its  direction. 

e.  Far  intrusion  into  office.  The  foregoing  provisions  do  not 
apply  to  suits  by  the  same  officer  under  the  432d  and  following 
sections  of  the  Code.  In  those  cases  it  is  for  the  attorney-general, 
and  not  for  the  supreme  court,  to  determine  whether,  in  any 
particular  case,  an  action  should  be  brought  to  try  the  right  to 
an  office.  People  v.  Attorney-General,  22  Barb.  114 ;  13  How. 
179 ;  3  Abb.  131, 


ARTICLE  IX. 

BEICEDY  WHEN  ACTIOia'  COMMEKCED  WITHOUT  LEAVE  OBTAII^ED. 

Seetion  1.  Receiver.  If  an  action  is  commenced  against  a 
receiver  without  leave  of  court,  he  may  have  a  perpetual  injunc- 
tion against  the  suit.  De  Oroot  v.  Jay,  9  Abb.  364 ;  30  Barb^ 
483. 

Seetion  2.  Judgments.    See  ante,  193,  art.  II,  §  3. 

Seetion  3.  Lunatics.    See  ante,  202,  art.  Y,  §  2  (b). 
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ARTICLE  X. 

KOTIGE  AKD  DEHAN^D,  OB  BEQUEST  BEFOBE  i,OTlOS. 

Section  1.  Notice. 

a.  In  general.  In  many  cases  it  is  advisable,  if  not  necessary, 
to  give  notice,  make  demands,  and  require  explanations  before 
commencing  an  action ;  such  a  course  will  often  prevent  litiga- 
tion, but  if  that  has  to  be  resorted  to,  the  party  may  so  place 
hiAiself  in  the  right,  that  on  this  account  alone  he  will  obtain 
the  favor  of  the  court  and  jury,  and,  in  some  cases,  throw  the 
costs  upon  the  opposite  party.  On  the  other  hand,  if  such  a 
course  is  not  pursued,  that  fact  will  often  render  the  'psniy  liable 
to  an  action,  which  otherwise  could  not  have  been  sustained. 

6.  JReceiver.  A  receiver  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  rent 
against  a  tenant  of  the  estate  in  his  possession,  until  he  has  noti- 
fied such  tenant  of  his  appointment,  or  has  demanded  the  rent. 
Sunt  V.  Woif€j  2  Daly,  298. 

c.  Undertaking  on  appeal.  So  an  action  cannot  be  commenced 
<^on  an  undertaking  given  on  appeal  from  a  judgment  to  the  gen- 
eral term,  until  ten  days  after  the  service  of  notice  on  the  adverse 
party,  of  the  entry  of  the  order  or  judgment  of  affirmance. 
Code,  §  348. 

d.  Nuisance.  So  it  has  been  held  that  an  action  against  the 
continuator  of  a  private  nuisance,  originally  erected  by  another, 
cannot  be  maintained,  unless  the  plaintiff  has  notified  the  defend- 
ant of  its  existence  and  requested  him  to  remove  it.  Hubbard 
V.  Russell^  24  Barb.  404 ;  but  on  this  point  see  Cohocton  Stone 
Co,  V.  Buffalo,  New  TorJc  &  Brie  Railroad  Co.,  52  Barb.  390  ; 
Brown  v.  Cayuga  &  Susquelianna  Railroad  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  (2 
Kern.)  486  (492). 

e.  Sheriff.  So  also,  notice  not  to  sell  is  necessary  to  render  a 
sheriff  liable  for  the  levy  and  sale  of  goods  belonging  to  another 
than  the  defendant.    Dean  v.  WhittaJcer,  1  Carr.  &  P.  347. 

Section  2.  Demand  or  request. 

a.  When  necessary.  A  demand  or  request  is  only  necessary 
when  the  object  of  it  is  to  oblige  another  person  to  do  some  act. 
Afmory  v.  BrodericJc,  2  Chit.  329.  So,  where  the  defendant  is 
liable,  without  such  request,  none  need  be  made.  Smith  v. 
Emery,  7Halst.  63,  61.    And  so,  where  the  payment  of  a  mere 
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Corporation  of  New  York  —  Note  —  Guarantor. 

duty  is  promised,  no  request  is  necessary.    BirTcs  v.  Trippet^  1 
Sannd.  28  {d). 

h.  Corporation  of  New  York.  No  proceedings  can  be  taken 
agaiQst  the  corporation  of  New  York  until  the  plaintiff  has  pre- 
sented his  demand  to  the  comptroller  for  adjustment,  and  has 
made  a  second  demand  in  writing,  upon  that  officer,  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  days  from  the  first  presentation  of  the  claim. 
Laws  of  1860,  ch.  379,  §  2. 

c.  Note.  So,  a  demand  of  payment  is  a  prerequisite  to  an 
action  on  a  note,  payable  after  demand.  Thorpe  v.  Booths  1  E. 
&  M.  388 ;  or,  at  a  particular  place.  Ferner  v.  Williams^  14 
Abb.  216 ;  37  Barb.  9.  But  where  the  place  of  demand  is  at  a 
bank,  see  mil  v.  Place^  5  Abb.  K  S.  18 ;  86  How.  26;  7  Rob. 
389. 

If  a  note  is  payable  on  demand  generally,  an  action  may  be 
commenced  on  it  without  a  previous  demand.  JSirst  v.  ProohSy 
60  Barb.  334 ;  Haaton  v.  Bishop^  2  Wend.  13 ;  Pierce  v.  Forth- 
ergiU,  2  Bing.  (N.  C.)  567 ;  1  Hodges,  261 ;  2  Scott,  334.  See 
Second  Avenue  R.  B.  Co.  v.  Coleman^  24  Barb.  300.  So,  in  the 
case  of  a  joint  note  executed  by  the  principal  debtor  and 
another,  as  his  surety.  Fx  parte  Whitworth  v.  Mayor ^  2  Mon. 
D.  &  D.  8,  168  (164). 

d.  Ouarardor.  A  demand  of  the  principal  debtor  is  necessary 
to  render  one  liable  who  merely  guarantees  a  debt,  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  creditor  to  collect.  MiUiken  v.  Byerly^  6 
How.  214. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

SUBMITTING  CONTROVEESIES  WITHOUT  ACTIOK 

ARTICLE  I. 

IK  WHAT  CASES,  AKD  WHAT  QUESTIONS  SUBMITTED. 

Seetion  1.  Ciyfl  actions.  In  the  various  transactions  of  life, 
controversies  frequentlj  arise  betwixt  parties  who  agree  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  transaction,  but  cannot  agree  as  to  their  respect- 
ive legal  rights  under  such  state  of  facts.  To  avoid  the  delay 
and  expense  incident  to  ordinary  proceedings  in  such  cases,  the 
Code  has  provided  that  parties  to  a  question  in  difference,  which 
might  be  the  subject  of  a  civil  action,  may,  without  action,  agree 
upon  a  case  containing  thef&cts  upon  which  tile  controversy 
depends,  and  present  a  submission  of  the  same  to  any  court 
which  would  have  jurisdiction  if  an  action  had  been  brought. 
Code,  §  372.  This  amicable  remedy,  thus  provided  by  the  Code, 
is  authorized  only  where  an  action  might  have  been  brought  in 
the  above  cases.  And  the  submission  can  be  made  only  to  a 
court  which  would  have  jurisdiction  of  such  action.  American 
TransportaMon  Company  v.  Assessors  of  BvffalOy  Buffalo 
Super.  Ct.  G.  T.  1865,  Clint.  Dig.  3082. 

Section  2.  Who  may  submit.  The  mode  of  proceeding,  in  the 
submission  of  a  controversy,  is  essentially  founded  upon  the 
consent  pf  the  parties,  and  any  One  capable  of  giving  a  legal 
consent  may  be  a  party  to  a  submission.  An  infant,  being 
incapable  of  giving  a  legal  consent  to  an  agreement  to  submit, 
cannot  be  a  party,  and  it  seems  the  court  has  no  power  to 
appoint  a  guardian  for  such  purpose.  Fisher  v.  Stilsofiy  9 
Abb.  33. 

Section  3.  What  cannot  be  submitted.  Section  373  of  the  Code 
does  not  authorize  the  submission  of  actions,  the  remedy  being 
strictiy  confined  to  those  cases  in  which  no  action  has  been 
brought.  If  the  submission  of  the  case  did  not  of  itself  work  a 
discontinuance  of  the  action,  it  must  do  so  when  followed  by 
a  judgment,  and  meanwhile  it  would  operate  to  suspend  it.  Van 
Sickle  V.  Van  Sickle^  8  How.  265. 
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What  can  or  cannot  be  submitted — Change  of  parties. 

In  questions  of  difference,  in  which  an  infant  is  legally  inter- 
ested, there  can  be  ho  submission  of  such  questions,  under  the 
above  section  of  the  Code.  They  must  appear  in  the  contro- 
versy by  guardians  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Code,  §  115. 
But  the  court,  or  a  judge,  is  not  authorized,  either  by  section 
115  of  the  Code,  or  by  statute,  to  appoint  a  guardian  for  an  infant, 
to  appear  for  him  in  a  controversy,  without  action.  It  hence 
follows  that^  in  controversies  where  infants  are  legally  interested, 
the  only  appropriate  remedy  is  by  action.  Fisher  v.  StilsoUj  9 
Abb.  33.    Compare,  however,  BricK*s  Estate^  15  Abb.  1% 

Section  373  of  the  Code  makes  no  provision  for  the  submis- 
don  of  a  question  to  the  court,  merely  that  its  opinion  may  be 
had  in  a  case  where  the  question  has  not  as  yet  arisen,  and 
where  no  judgment  is  demanded.  The  court  is  only  authorized 
to  render  a  judgment,  as  if  an  action  were  actually  pending. 
Hdbart  College  v.  Mtzhugh,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  130.  The 
court  will  not  entertain  a  case  where  there  is  no  matter  or 
question  in  difference  or  controversy,  between  the  parties  sub- 
mitting it,  and  where  the  object  is  merely  to  obtain  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  doubt  that  may 
have  arisen  in  regard  to  some  matter  or  thing,  or  as  to  the  con- 
stmction  of  some  instrument.  lb.  See  Doe  ex  dem.  Duntze 
V.  Durdze^  6  Man.  Gr.  &  Scott,  100.  The  court  said :  "K  the 
court  were  to  entertain  the  question,  every  petty  doubt  that 
might  arise  upon  a  will,  or  a  marriage  settlement,  might  be 
made  the  subject  of  discussion  before  it.  Conceiving  it,  there- 
fore, to  be  inexpedient  that  the  time  of  the  court  should  be 
occupied  with  these  speculative  matters,  we  decline  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  the  case.''  lb. 

Seetion  4.  Change  of  parties.  Where  a  controversy  has  been 
fiubmitted,  new  parties  cannot  be  brought  in  without  their  con- 
sent, and  the  provisions  of  section  122  of  the  Code,  requiring  the 
court,  nnder  certain  circumstances,  to  cause  the  absent  parties 
to  be  brought  in,  have  no  application  to  bases  submitted  under 
section  372.  Parties  to  a  question  of  difference  must  agree  upon 
a  case,  and  the  consent  of  the  parties  is  essential  to  the  validity 
of  the  agreement.  Hobart  College  v.  Fitzhugh^  27  N.  T.  (13 
Smith)  134. 

28 
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Proceedings  on  Babmlssion,  and  proof  that  controversy  is  real. 

ARTICLE  11. 

PBOCEEDIXGS  ON  SUBMISSION^  AND  PBOOF  THAT  CONTBOYEBSY  IS  BEAL. 

Section  L  Affldarit.  The  mode  of  proceeding,  in  the  sub- 
mission of  controversies  without  action  requires  the  statement 
of  facts  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  be  verified  by  aflSdavit  or, 
in  the  language  of  the  Code,  it  must  appear  by  affidavit  that 
the  controversy  is  real  and  the  proceedings  in  good  faith,  to 
determine  the  rights  of  the  parties.  Code,  §  372.  This  require- 
ment of  the  above  section  limits  the  remedy  to  cases  of  real 
controversy,  and  to  such  cases  only  was  it  ever  intended  to. 
apply. 

Section  2.  What  papers  famished.  The  verified  statement 
of  facts  agreed  upon,  and  all  the  papers  necessary  for  the  argu- 
ment of  the  case,  must  be  furnished,  duly  printed,  as  in  cases 
upon  appeal,  by  the  party  occupying  the  position  of  plaintiff  in 
the  controversy.    Sup.  Ct.  Rule  50. 

Section  3.  Must  be  case.  In  every  question  of  difference  sub- 
mitted by  parties,  under  section  3TO,  a  case  must  be  presented 
for  adjudication,  alleging  a  cause  of  action  or  claiming  relief. 
A  mere  difference  of  opinion  between  the  parties,  on  the  ques- 
tion propounded  to  the  court,  is  not  sufficient.  The  controversy 
must  be  real,  and  a  case  presented  in  which  a  judgment  may  be 
rendered  in  favor  of  one  party  and  against  the  other  of  the 
parties  to  the  submission.  The  nature  of  the  judgment  asked 
for  must  be  indicated  by  the  case.  WiUiams  v.  City  of  Hochesier^ 
2  Lans.  170. 

Section  4.  Submission  is  limit  of  power.  The  court  in  its 
judgment  is  confined  to  the  statement  of  facts  submitted,  and 
has  no  power  to  grant  relief  not  arising  out  of,  or  inconsistent 
with,  such  statement  of.  facts.  Smith  v.  Sdll^  Buffalo  Sup.  Ct, 
G.  T.,  June,  1857,  4  Clint.  Dig.  3082. 

Section  5.  Mode  of  trial.  In  a  controversy  submitted  under  sec- 
tion 372  of  the  Code,  the  court,  at  general  term,  has  power  only  to 
determine  the  questions  of  law  arising  upon  the  agreed  state  of 
facts,  and  cannot,  in  any  case,  refer  the  facts  to  a  jury,  or  vacate 
the  submission.  Zang  v.  Ropke^  1  Duer,  701 ;  Neilson  v.  Com» 
Tnercial  Mutual  Insurance  Qo.^  3  id.  465; '  OlarJc  v.  WiSBj  46 
N.  T.  fl  Sick.)  612. 
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Belief  from  sabmiflsion — At  what  term  of  court — Trial. 

Statement  of  Case. 

{Entitle  as  if  in  an  action.) 

Case  agreed  upon  in  a  controversy  submitted  witJiovi  action. 

A.  B.  claims  to  recover  of  E.  F.  dollars  {or  state  the 

things  claimed) J  and  E.  F.  resists  the  said  claim. 

The  following  are  the  facts  upon  which  the  said  controversy 
depends:  {State  clearly  and  concisely  as  may  be  every /act 
essential  to  the  claim  or  the  drfense.) 

None  of  the  admissions  herein  contained  are  in  any  wise  to 
affect  either  jjarty,  or  to  be  regarded  as  made,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  tms  submission  of  this  controversy. 

The  questions  submitted  to  the  court  upon  this  case  are  as 
follows :  (iStefe  with  particularity  and  accuro/yy  all  questions 
intended  to  be  raised  on  the  facts  submitted. 

{Date. )  {Signature  of  both  parties. ) 

Yerification., 

{Venue.) 

A.  B.  and  E.  F.,  being  duly  severally  sworn,  says  each  for  him- 
self, that  the  controversy  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  case  is  real, 
and  the  proceedings  in  good  Mth  to  determine  the  rights  of  the 
parties.  {Signatures.) 

{Jurat.) 

Section  6.  Belief  fk*om  submission.  Neither  party  to  a  submis- 
sion can  be  released  from  the  legal  eflfects  of  the  agreement,  by  the 
court  on  motion,  and  it  is  only  upon  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  fraud  or  mutual  mistake  that  relief  will  be  granted  by 
a  court  of  equity,  and  even  then  only  in  a  suit  instituted  for  that 
purpose,  and  on  a  complaint  properly  framed.  The  nature  of 
the  equitable  relief  thus  aflfbrded  is  in  a  form  in  which  the  decis- 
ion of  the  court  may  be  reviewed,  and,  if  erroneous,  reversed. 
Langy.  RopTce^  1  Duer,  701. 

Section  7.  At  what  term  of  court.  On  a  case  being  prepared 
and  set  down  for  argument,  it  assumes  the  character  of  an  . 
appeal  from  an  ordinary  judgment  on  a  question  of  law ;  and, 
as  there  are  no  facts  to  be  passed  upon  by  a  jury,  the  case  is 
properly  heard  and  determined  by  the  court,  at  general  term. 
This  is,  in  fact,  required  by  the  express  language  of  the  Code, 
section  372. 

Section  8.  Questions  of  law  alone  considered.  A  case  submitted 
under  section  372  of  the  Code  should  present  nothing  but  ques- 
tions of  law  arising  upon  undisputed  facts,  or  the  case  will  be 
dismissed,  darky.  Wise,  46 N.  Y.  (1  Sick.)  612  ;  reversing  S.  C, 
39  How.  97 ;  67  Barb.  416. 


220  CONTROVERSIES  WITHOUT  ACTION. 

New  parties  —  Costs — Judgment — New  trial  in  ejectment. 

Section  9.  New  parties.  No  provision  has  been  made  in  the 
Code,  or  elsewhere,  by  which  new  parties  to  an  agreed  state  of 
facts  may  be  brought  in,  and  hence  no  one  can  be  made  a  party 
without  his  consent.    See  ch.  I,  §  4,  ante^  217. 

Section  10.  Costs.  The  hearing,  at  a  general  term,  under  sec- 
tion 372,  is,  in  eflfect,  a  trial  of  the  issues  of  law  arising  upon 
the  agreed  statement  of  facts,  and  a  trial  fee  will  be  allowed. 
Costs  ''for  any  proceeding  prior  to  notice  of  trial,"  as  in  cases 
of  appeal,  will  not  be  allowed.  NeUson  v.  Mutual  Insurance 
Co.,  3  Duer,  683. 

Section  11.  Judgment.  After  a  hearing  and  decision  upon 
the  questions  of  law  arising  upon  the  admitted  facts,  by  the  gen- 
eral term,  judgment  must  be  entered  in  the  judgment  book,  as 
in  other  cases,  the  nature  of  the  judgment  being  the  same  as 
that  given  on  appeal.  The  case,  the  submission,  and  a  copy  of 
the  judgment  constitute  the  judgment  roll.    Code,  §  373. 

Section  12.  Enforcing  judgment.  The  judgment  rendered  in 
the  decision  of  a  submitted  case  may  be  enforced  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  rendered  in  an  action.    Code,  §  374. 

Judgment 
{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

A  case  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  above  named,  with- 
out action,  dated  the  dajr  of  j  18  ,  and  duly  verified, 
having  been  submitted  to  this  court,  and,  after  hearmg  M.  N., 
for  the  said  A.  B.,  and  O.  P.,  for  the  said  E.  P.,  and  due  delib- 
eration having  been  had  thereon, 

It  is  ADJUDGED  {stotc  the  Tel^f  granted,  as  in  other  judg- 
ments). 

Section  13.  Appeal  fk*om  judgment.  So,  an  appeal  may  be 
also  had  from  the  decision  of  the  general  term,  to  the  court  of 
appeals,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  like  eflfect,  as  from  a 
judgment  rendered  by  the  general  term  in  ordinary  actions. 
Code,  §  374. 

Section  14.  New  trial  In  ejectment.  The  provisions  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  (2  B.  S.  309,  §  37),  granting  a  new  trial,  as 
of  right,  in  ejectment  cases,  do  not  apply  to  a  judgment  ren- 
dered on  a  case  submitted  without  action.  The  proceeding  is 
not  an  action,  either  within  the  former  technical  meaning  of  an 
action,  or  within  the  terms  of  the  definition  given  by  the  Code 
(§  2),  and,  therefore,  is  not  embraced  in  the  above  provisions. 
ttang  v.  Ropke,  1  Duer,  701. 
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OF  COURTS  AND  THEIR  OFFICERS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OP  COURTS  GENERALLY. 

ARTICLE  L 

OF  COURTS  IM"  GENERAL. 

Seetlon  1.  What  Is  a  eoart?  An  oft  repeated  and  yeiy  gen- 
eral definition  of  a  court  is  that  given  by  Jjord  Coke — who 
describes  it  to  be  "a  place  wherein  justice  is  judicially  admin- 
istered." Co.  Litt.  68  a  ;  8  Bl.  Com.  24.  The  term  "  place,"  in 
this  definition,  must^  however,  be  understood  figuratively,  for  a 
court  is  properly  composed  of  persons,  consisting  of  the  judge 
or  judges,  and  other  proper  officers,  united  together  in  a  civil 
oiganization,  and  invested  by  law  with  the  requisite  functions  for 
the  adminislration  of  justice. 

A  modem  definition,  in  fuller  and  more  explicit  terms  than 
those  employed  by  Lord  Coke,  describes  a  court  ^^  as  an  organ- 
ized body  with  defined  powers,  meeting  at  certain  times  and 
places  for  the  hearing  and  decision  of  causes  and  other  matters 
brought  before  it^  and,  added  in  this,  its  proper  business,  by  its 
prox>er  officers,  viz.,  attorneys  and  counsel  to  present  and  man- 
age the  business,  clerks  to  record  and  attest  its  acts  and  decis- 
ions, and  ministerial  officers  to  execute  its  commands  and  secure 
due  order  in  its  proceedings."    Burrill's  Diet. 

In  a  more  limited  sense,  the  judges  alone  are  sometimes  called 
the  court. 

Seetlon  2.  General  division  of  eourts.  The  most  general 
division  of  courts  is  that  which  makes  the  distinction  between 
courts  of  record)  and  courts  not  of  record.  At  common  law,  a 
court  of  record  Is  one  where  the  acts  and  judicial  proceedings 
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•  Essentials  of  every  court  —  Courts  of  this  State. 

are  enrolled  in  parchment  for*  a  perpetual  memorial  and  testi- 
mony, which  rolls  are  called  the  records  of  the  court.  Courts 
not  of  record  comprise  those  inferior  tribunals  whose  proceed- 
ings are  not  formally  enrolled  or  recorded.  3  Bl.  Com.  24.  In 
this  country  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  record  are  written  in  * 
books  kept  for  the  purpose,  or  in  papers  kept  on  file  in  the 
offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts.  A  court  which  does  not  possess 
a  common-law  jurisdiction,  and  which  is  without  a  seal  and 
clerk,  is  not  a  court  of  record.  For  the  more  convenient  admin- 
istration of  justice,  courts  of  record  are  divided  into  a  variety  of 
courts,  possessing  either  general  or  limited  jurisdiction.  Courts 
of  general  jurisdiction,  called  supreme  or  superior  courts,  in  some 
cases  have  original  jurisdiction,  while  in  others  their  province  is 
to  exercise  a  supervisory  power  over  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
the  inferior  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction. 

These  inferior  courts  of  record  have,  in  general,  original  juris- 
diction of  cases  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  but,  in  all  cases, 
their  jurisdiction  must  appear  upon  the  face  of  their  proceed- 
ings, otherwise  they  will  be  void.  Kempe  v.  Kennedy^  5  Cranch, 
173.  Other  general  divisions  of  courts  embrace  courts  of  com- 
mon law  and  courts  of  equity ;  courts  of  admiralty  and  marl- 
time  jurisdiction  ;  civil  and  criminal  courts  ;  all  of  which  possess 
some  prominent  features  common  to  all,  but  are  clearly  dis- 
tinguishable by  features  peculiar  to  each. 

Section  8.  Essentials  of  every  court.  At  least  three  constituent 
parts  are  essential  in  every  court ;  the  actor  or  plaintiff,  who 
complains  of  an  injury  done ;  the  reus  or  defendant,  who  is 
called  upon  to  make  satisfaction  for  it ;  and  the  judex  or  judi- 
cial power,  which  is  to  examine  the  truth  of  the  fact  alleged,  to 
determine  the  law  arising  upon  that  fact,  and,  if  any  injury  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done,  to  ascertain,  and  by  its  oflScers  to  apply 
the  remedy.    3  Bl.  Com,  25. 

Section  4.  The  courts  of  this  State.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  courts  of  this  State  as  given  by  the  Code,  part  I,  title  I, 
section  9. 

1.  The  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments ;  2,  the  court  of 
appeals ;  3,  the  supreme  court ;  4,  the  circuit  courts ;  6,  the 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer ;  6,  the  county  courts ;  7,  the  courts 
of  sessions ;  8,  the  courts  of  special  sessions ;  9,  the  surrogates' 
courts ;  10,  the  courts  of  justices  of  the  peace ;  11,  the  superior 
court  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  12,  the  court  df  common  pleas 
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for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  13,  the  mayors'  courts 
of  cities ;  14,  the  recorders'  courts  of  cities ;  15,  the  marine  court 
of  the  city  of  New  York ;  16,  the  justices'  courts  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  17,  the  justices'  courts  of  cities;  18,  the  police 
conrte. 

Since  the  amendment  of  the  above  section  of  the  Code  in  1849, 
two  additional  courts  have  been  established ;  namely,  the  city 
court  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  superior  court  of  Buffalo ;  and  the 
designation  of  No.  16  has  been  changed  from  "justices'  courts" 
to  "district  courts,"  in  the  city  of  New  York. 


ARTICLE  n. 

OF  C0UBT8  OF  LAW. 

Seetion  1.  Aula  regia.    Courts  of  law  are  established  to  pro- 
tect legal  rights  and  to  redress  legal  injuries ;  and  anciently, 
under  the  Saxon  constitution,  these  important  ends  were  sought 
to  be  attained  by  the  establishment  of  but  one  superior  court  of 
justice  in  the  whole  kingdom,  which  had  cognizance  of  spiritual 
as  well  as  of  civil  causes.     This  court  was  called  the  wittena- 
gemote  or  general  council,  which  assembled  annually  or  oftener, 
to  do  private  justice  and  to  consult  upon  public  business.   After 
the   conquest    the   ecclesiastical    jurisdiction   was   gradually 
diverted  into  another  channel ;  and  a  court  was  established 
which  sat  in  the  king's  hall,  then  called  by  the  ancient  authors 
aula  regia  or  avZa  regu^  which  was  composed  of  the  great  offi- 
cers of  State,  such  as  the  lord  mareschal,  who  chiefly  presided 
in  matters  of  honor  and  of  arms ;  the  lord  chancellor,   whose 
peculiar  business  it  was  to  keep  the  great  seal  and  examine  uU 
writs  that  passed  under  that  authority,  and  the  lord  high  treas- 
urer, who  was  the  principal  adviser  of  the  crown  in  matters 
relating  to  the  revenue.    These  high  officers  were  assisted  by 
persons  learned  in  the  laws,  called  the  king's  justiciars  or  jus- 
tices, and  by  the  greater  barons  o£  parliament,  all  of  whom  had 
a  seat  in  the  avZa  regis,  and  formed  a  kind  of  court  of  appeal, 
or  rather  of  advice,  in  matters  of  great  moment  and  difficulty. 
Over  all  presided  the  chief  justiciar,  who  was  the  principal  min- 
ister of  state,  the  second  man  in  the  kingdom,  and,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  guardian  of  the  realm  in  the  absence  of  the  sovereign. 
3  Broom  and  Had.  110. 
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Division  into  district  coorts—*  State  courts  before  Code. 

Section  2.  Diyision  into  district  courts.  The  three  superior 
courts  of  common  law,  namely,  queen's  bench,  common  pleas 
and  exchequer,  date  their  existence  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
aula  regia^  toward  the  close  of  the  Norman  period.  2  Bac.  Abr. 
689.  The  court  of  queen's  bench  is  the  supreme  court  of  com- 
mon law  in  the  kingdom,  and  consists  of  a  chief  justice  and  five 
puisne  justices.  This .  court  still  retains  many  features  of  the 
ancient  arda  regia^  and  may  follow  the  queen's  person  wher- 
ever she  goes,  but  for  some  centuries  past  has  usually  sat  at 
Westminster,  an  ancient  palace  of  the  crown.  8  Broom  &  Had. 
117.  The  court  of  common  pitas  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  causes  purely  civil,  and  at  its  first  institution 
followed  the  king's  person  wherever  he  went;  but  by  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  magna  charta  was  rendered  stationary  in 
Westminster  Hall,  where  the  aula  regis  originally  sat,  and 
there  it  has  ever  since  remained.  It  consists  of  a  chi^  and 
other  justices,  appointed  with  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
all  pleas  of  land  and  injuries  merely  civil  between  subject  and 
subject.  2  Bac.  Abr.  697.  The  court  of  exchequer  was  origin- 
ally set  up  by  William  the  Conqueror,  as  a  part  of  the  aula 
regiSy  but  received  its  present  form  from  Edward  I;  and 
intended  according  to  its  original  institution  to  have  jurisdiction 
over  all  matters  relating  to  the  revenue  of  the  crown.  The 
judges  of  this  court  are  appointed  by  patent,  and  consist  of  a 
lord  chief  baron,  and  five  puisne  barons,  called  barons  of  the 
exchequer.    8  Broom  &  Had.  114. 

Section  8.  Corresponding  courts  in  this  State  prior  to  Code. 
The  courts  existing  in  this  State  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Codej  corresponding  with  the  English  courts  of  common  law, 
w^re  the  various  courts  of  common  pleas,  established  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  State ;  the  supreme  court  of  the  State ; 
and  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors.  The  first  two  were 
courts  of  original  jurisdiction,  possessing  also  appeUate  juris- 
diction from  the  decisions  of  the  courts  immediately  below  them. 
The  court  for  the  correction  ef  errors  was  the  highest  court  of 
judicature  in  the  State,  and  was  exclusively  a  court  of  api)eal 
and  review. 
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ARTICLE  m. 

OF  COURTS  OF  EQUITY. 

Seetion  1.  Old  court  of  chancery.  The  existence  of  courts  of 
equity,  as  distinct  from  courts  of  law,  has  been  traced  back  to 
an  early  period  in  the  history  of  English  jurisprudence,  but 
their  proceedings  were  conducted  with  little  regard  to  accuracy 
or  regularity  until  about  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
when  the  court  of  chancery,  as  a  distinct  tribunal,  became  firmly 
established,  and  the  extent  of  its  authority  well  understood. 

A  court  of  chancery  was  established  in  this  State  as  early  as 
the  year  1683,  soon  after  the  people  of  the  colony,  under  the 
English  government,  were  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  legislative 
power.  Afterward,  by  an  ordinance  of  September  2,  1701,  a 
court  of  chancery  was  erected,  to  consist  of  the  governor  and 
council,  which  was  very  unpopular,  and  met  with  much  opposi- 
tion from  the  general  assembly  till  a  law  was  passed,  in  1711, 
empowering  the  governor  to  act  as  chancellor ;  and,  in  this  form, 
the  court  continued  to  exist  down  to  the  period  of  the  revolution. 

Seetion  2.  Recognition  under  colonial  government  and  State 
eonstitution.  Such  acts  of  the  colonial  legislature  and  such 
English  statutes  and  common  law,  as  constituted  the  law 
of  the  State  on  the  19th  of  April,  1776  were  adopted  by  the 
first  State  constitution,  framed  in  1777,  excepting  such  por- 
tions of  them  as  might  be  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  that 
instrument.  No  attempt  was  made  to  re-organize  or  define  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  it  was  suffered  to 
remain  as  it  had  previously  existed,  except  that  the  office  of 
chancellor  was  separated  from  that  of  governor,  and  the  first 
chancellor  appointed  under  the  new  constitution.  The  court,  as 
thus  organized,  continued  to  exist,  unaffected  by  any  material 
constitutional  changes,  until  it  was  finally  abolished  by  the 
constitution  of  1846. 

Section  3.  Merger  in  supreme  court.  The  jurisdiction  and 
power  of  the  court  of  chancery  were  merged  in  that  of  the 
supreme  court  by  the  constitution  of  1846,  in  which  it  was 
declared,  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State,  that  there  should 
be  a  supreme  court,  having  general  jurisdiction  in  law  and 
equity.    Const.  1846,  art.  VI,  §  3.    The  judiciary  act  of  May  12, 

29 
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1847,  designed  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  radical  changes 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  courts,  provides  that  the 
supreme  court,  organized  by  this  act,  shall  possess  the  same 
powers  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  as  is  now  possessed 
and  exercised  by  the  present  supreme  court  and  court  of  chan- 
cery. Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  16.  Other  provisions  of  the  same 
act  relate  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  justice,  terms  of  the 
court,  etc.,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  blend  the  two  systems 
in  practice  untQ  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  Procedure  of  1848. 
The  constitution  of  1869,  art  VI,  §  6,  retains  the  supreme 
court  with  a  general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  in  equity. 


ARTICLE  rV,    - 

OBaANIZATION  OP  COURTS. 

Section  I.  General  requisites  of  organization.  In  the  organi- 
zation of  a  court,  the  first  requisite  to  be  considered  is  the 
number  of  judges  of  which  it  shall  be  composed,  and  by  whom 
its  judicial  powers  are  to  be  exercised.  In  some  courts  the 
judicial  power  is  exercised  by  a  single  judge  (as  in  a  court  of 
chancery) ;  but  the  ordinary  common-law  courts  of  record  are 
composed  of  two,  three,  or  more  judges.  The  mode  of  their 
appointment,  their  tenure  of  office,  their  remuneration  and 
rights,  duties  and  disabilities  generally,  are  matters  regulated 
by  statute.  Another  requisite,  claiming  consideration  in  the 
organization  of  a  court  is,  its  jurisdiction ;  or  the  nature  and 
extent  of  its  powers,  which  should  be  clearly  defined. 

The  times  and  places  of  its  sessions  must  also  be  regulated, 
and  proper  officers  assigned  to  it. 

ARTICLE  V. 

POWEBS  OF  C0TTRT8  AND  JUDGES. 

Section  I.  Power^  whence  derived.  In  England  the  king,  by 
the  common  law,  is  regarded  as  the  fountain  of  justice,  and 
hence  aU  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  law  must  derive 
their  authority  from  the  crown  by  some  commission  warranted 
by  law.  2  Bac.  Abr.  619.  In  this  country  the  sovereign  people 
are  the  source  of  judicial  power,  hence  all  processes  of  the 
courts  are  issued  in  the  name  of  the  people ;  and  all  the  judges 
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of  our  courts  must  derive  their  authority  from  the  will  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  in  the  constitution,  the  acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  embodied  in  the  law  of  the  land. 

Section  2.  How  determined.  At  common  liaw  the  patents  of 
the  judges*  (by  which  their  authority  was  conferred)  were  de- 
termined by  the  death  of  the  king,  in  whose  name  they  were 
made.  2  Bac.  Abr.  622.  By  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  (art  3,  §  1),  it  is  provided  *Hhat  the  judges  both  of  the 
supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior."  In  some  of  the  States  the  judges  hold  their  offices 
during  their  good  behavior ;  in  others,  during  their  good  be- 
havior, or  until  they  shall  attain  a  certain  age ;  and  in  others 
for  a  limited  time. 

Section  3.  Power  incidental  to  all  courts  of  record.  AU  the 
courts  of  record  in  this  State  shall  have  power  to  issue  process 
of  subpoena,  requiring  the  attendance  of  any  witness  residing 
or  being  in  any  part  of  this  State,  to  testify  in  any  matter  or 
cause  pending  in  such  couri: ;  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses 
in  any  such  matter  or  cause,  and  in  all  other  cases,  where  it  may 
be  necessary  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  such 
courts ;  to  devise  and  make  such  new  writs  and  forms  of  pro- 
ceedings, as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into' eflfect  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  possessed  by  them.    2  K.  S.  276. 

Section  4.  Power  to  punish  for  contempt.  The  power  to 
pxinish  for  contempt  is  incident  to  courts  of  law  and  equity. 
United  States  v.  SudsoUy  7  Cranch,  32 ;  Tates  v.  People^  6 
Johns.  337 ;  4  id.  316 ;  9  id.  395 ;  and  the  cases  in  Which  this 
power  may  be  exercised  by  the  courts  of  this  State  are  specified 
by  statute.  See  2  R.  S.  278.  **  But  no  court  can  punish  as  a 
contempt  the  publication  of  true,  full,  and  fair  reports  of  any 
trial,  argument,  proceeding,  or  decision  had  in  such  court."  lb. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

TEBMS   AlTD  YAOATIOKS. 

Seetkm  1.  Terms  of  courts.  The  terms  of  the  courts  are  those 
stated  periods  of  the  year  in  which  courts  sit  for  the  dispatch  of 
business.  3  Bl.  Com.  275.  The  English  courts  have  four  term^ 
namdly,  Michaelmas,  Hilary,  Easter  and  Trinity,  which  were 
gradually  formed  from  the  constitutions  of  the  church,  being 
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those  Idsure  seasons  of  the  year  not  occupied  by  the  great  festi- 
vals or  fasts,  or  which  were  exempt  jfrom  the  general  avocations 
of  rural  business.  3  Bl.  Com.  276.  With  us  the  terms  are 
usually  designated  by  the  names  of  the  month  in  which  they 
respectively  commence ;  and  their  number  and  duration  vary 
according  to  the  particular  organization  and  business  of  the 
respective  courts. 

Section  2.  Tacations.    The  periods  intervening  between  the 
terms  are  called  vacations. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

MODE  OF  HOLDIKG  COURTS. 

Section  I.  Sittings  mnst  be  pnblic.  Courts  of  a  local  character 
usually  hold  their  sittings  at  one  and  the  same  place ;  but  others, 
including  most  of  the  higher  courts,  sit  at  different  places  alter- 
nately in  succession  at  places  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing the  terms  of  the  court. 

'*  The  sittings  of  every  court  within  this  State  shall  be  public, 
and  every  citizen  may  freely  attend  the  same.    2  R.  S.  274,  §  1. 

Section  3.  Non-judicial  days.  Non-judicial  days  are  those 
during  which  no  business  is  transacted  by  the  courts :  as  Sun- 
day or  the  legal  holidays.  It  is  provided  by  statute  in  this 
State  that  "no  court  shall  be  opened  or  transact  any  business 
on  Sunday,  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  verdict  or 
discharging  a  jury.^'    2  R.  S.  275,  §  7. 

Though  a  verdict  be  taken,  judgment  must  not  be  entered  on 
Sunday.  Pulling  v.  The  People^  8  Barb.  384 ;  and  " Sunday" 
has  been  construed  to  mean  the  time  from  midnight  to  mid- 
night, and  not  merely  the  daylight.  Butler  v.  Kelsey^  15  Johns. 
177 ;  Pulling  v.  The  People,  8  Barb.  384. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

DISCONTIirUANCE  AND  IBREGtTLARITIES. 

Section  1.  Tacancy  in  office.  No  process,  proceeding  or  suit, 
shall  be  discontinued  on  account  of  a  vacancy  in  the  oflSice  of 
any  judge,  or  of  all  the  judges  of  any  court  of  record  In  this 
State ;  but  their  successors  shall  have  power  to  continue  and 
hear  the  same  as  if  commenced  before  them.    3  R.  S.  277,  §  2. 
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Seetion  3.  Failure  to  hold  terms.  In  case  any  court  of  record 
fails  to  meet  at  the  appointed  time,  such  process  or  proceeding 
shall  be  returnable  or  continued  at  the  next  term  in  the  same 
manner  and  upon  the  same  notice  as  would  have  been  requireb 
at  the  term  which  failed.  lb.  §  3. 

Seetion  3.  Failure  to  a^oum.  The  proceedings  in  any  court 
of  record  are  not  vitiated  by  an  omission  to  adjourn  the  court 
from  day  to  day,  previous  to  the  final  adjournment ;  and  the 
adjournment  of  any  such  court  before  the  expiration  of  its  term 
shall  not  affect  the  teste,  return  or  service  of  any  writs  issued 
prior  or  subsequent  to  such  adjournment.  lb.  §§  6^  6. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

» 

IHKlTinnES  AKD  LIABILITIES  07  JX7D0ES. 

Seetion  1.  Errors  of  judgment.  Judges  of  the  superior  courts 
of  record  are  not  liable  to  answer  personally  for  acts  done  by 
'  them  in  a  judicial  capacity,  or  for  errors  of  judgment.  Totes  v. 
Lansing^  5  Johns.  282 ;  S.  C,  9  id.  395 ;  Vanderheyden  v. 
Taung,  11  id.  150 ;  Ounningham  v.  BiuMin^  8  Cow.  178 ;  and 
the  English  courts  have  decided  it  to  be  a  principle  of  the 
common  law  that  no  action  will  lie  against  a  judge  of  one  of  the 
superior  courts  for  a  judicial  act^  though  it  be  alleged  to  have 
been  done  maliciously  and  corruptly.  li^ay  v.  BlackbttrUy  3 
B.  &  S.,  Q.  B.  676  ;  Thomas  v.  Ohurton,  2  id.  476. 

The  same  rule  prevails  in  this  country,  in  all  the  States.  Raiir- 
doll  V.  Brigham^  7  Wall.  623  ;  Hime  v.  Mason^  14  Iowa,  610 ; 
Downing  v.  HerricJc^  47  Maine,  462 ;  Rohbins  v.  Qorliam^  26  N. 
Y.  (11  Smith)  638 ;  26  Barb.  686  ;  E^ans  v.  Foster,  1  K  H.  374 ; . 
BurnJiam  v.  Stevens,  33  id.  247 ;  ATribler  v.  Church,  1  Root, 
211 ;  Pratt  V.  Gardner,  2  Gush.  63 ;  Chickering  v.  Bdbinson,  3 
id.  543  ;  Raymond  v.  Bolles,  11  id.  316. 

Seetion  2.  Exemption  fk*om  censure  and  reproach.  A  judge, 
so  constituted  by  projper  authority,  is  legally  protected  against 
censure  and  reproach  with  respect  to  his  ability,  fitness  for  his 
place,  etc.,  which,  if  allowed,  would  detract  from  the  veneration 
for  his  person  and  prevent  submission  to  his  judgment ;  both  of 
which  are  essential  to  the  vigorous  execution  of  the  laws.  All 
scandalous  reflections  on  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of 
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record  in  England  are  within  tlie  etatate  of  scandaZum  mag- 
natum.    2  Bac.  Abr.  630. 

There  are  no  statutes  in  this  State  which  give  a  judge  any 
greater  advantages  than  are  possessed  by  any  other  citizen. 
When  an  attack  is  made  which  anK>unts  to  a  contempt  of  court, 
ample  authority  exists  for  the  due  punishmemt  of  the  offender. 
And  if  the  publication  is  slanderous  or  libelous,  the  law  gives 
ample  protection  by  action.  It  is  the  duly  of  an  attorney  to 
abstain  from  all  offensive  personality,  and  to  maintain  the  respect 
that  is  due  to  the  court.  To  protect  itself  against  a  violation  of 
those  duties,  as  well  as  against  a  oontempt  of  its  authority,  is  a 
necessary  incidental  power  of  a  court  of  justice,  intrusted  to  it 
for  the  preservation  of  its  respectability  and  independence. 
Redman  v.  mate^  28  Ind.  205,  212 ;  BUite  v.  Tiptm^  1  Blackf. 
166 ;  Brown  v.  Brovm^  4  Ind.  627. 

Section  3.  Indictment  or  impeachment  for  corruption.  A 
judge  cannot  be  challenged  or  excepted  to  for  corruption  ;  but 
must  be  punished  by  indictment  or  removed  by  impeachment. 
McDoweU  V.  Van  Dewsen^  12  Johns.  866. 

A  judge  who  maliciously  obstructs  the  course  of  justice  is 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Hegina  v.  Marshall^  4  Ell.  &  Bla. 
480 ;  Ex  parte  Ramshay^  18  Q.  B.  178. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OPPICEES  OP  OOUETS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  How  judges  acquire  title  to  office.  The  judges  of 
the  FiTigliaTi  courts  of  record  are  appointed  by  commission  of  the 
crown ;  but  in  this  State  judges  acquire  title  to  office  through 
the  votes  of  the  people.  Article  6  of  the  State  constitution 
(known  as  the  amended  judiciary  article)^  and  which  took  eflEect 
January  1, 1870,  provides  In  section  2  that  ^^  there  shall  be  a  court 
of  appeals  composed  of  a  ohief  judge  and  six  associate  judges, 
who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  alector^of  the  State,  and  shall  hold 
their  office  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years. 

It  is  farther  provided  by  section  13  of  the  same  article,  that 
"justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors 
of  their  respective  judicial  districts." 

Similar  {nrovisions  are  made  in  the  same  article  for  the  choosing 
of  the  judges  of  the  county  courts  by  the  electors  of  the  respect- 
ive counties,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  cities  by  the 
electors  of  the  respective  cities.    §§  13,  16. 

Section  2.  How  assigned  to  special  districts.    The  State  is  now  . 
divided  into  four  judicial  departments,  in  each  of  which,  gen- 
eral terms  of  the  supreme  court  are  held  annually,  at  certain 
designated  times  and  places. 

^  The  chief  justice  and  his  associates,  who  shall  compose  the 
general  term  in  each  department^  are  designated  by  the  governor 
from  the  whole  bench  of  justices  composing  the  supreme  court 
The  governor  is,  in  like  manner,  empowered  to  fiU  vacancies  in 
the  general  term  as  often  as  they  shall  occur  for  the*  unexpired 
tenns.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §§  2,  3. 

Section  8«  How  removed  fk*om  office.    Judges  of  the  court  of 
appeals  and  justices  of  the  supreme  court  may  be  removed  by 
concurrent  resolution  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house  concurring.  1 
Judges  of  other  superior  courts  of  record  may  be  removed  by 
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the  senate,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  two-thirds 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  senate  concurring  therein. 
Const.,  art  6,  §  11. 


ARTICLE  n. 

ATTOBKBT. 

Section  1.  Origin  of  the  office  of  attorney.  An  attorney  at 
law  is  "  one  who  is  put  in  the  place,  stead,  or  turn  of  another, 
to  manage  his  matters  of  law ''  (3  Bl.  Com.  25) ;  or,  according  to 
a  later  definition,  "he  is  an  officer  in  a  court  of  justice  who  is 
employed  by  a  party  in  a  cause  to  manage  the  same  for  him." 
Bouv.  Diet. 

The  office  of  attorney  is  one  of  very  early  origin  in  the  English 
law,  though  parties  to  a  stiit  could  not  appear  by  attorney 
without  the  king's  special  i^jp^rrant,  by  writ  or  letters  patent  till 
the  statute  of  Westm.  11  (13  Edw.  I),  ch.  10,  when  this  re- 
striction was  removed,  and  a  general  liberty  given  to  parties,  of 
appearing  and  prosecuting  or  defending  their  suits  by  attorney. 
3  Bl.  Com.  26.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  practice,  however,  from 
the  earliest  period  previous  to  the  statute,  to  allow  a  party,  after 
once  appearing,  to  appoint  an  attorney  to  represent  him  during 
the  subsequent  progress  of  the  cause.    Steph.  PI.  App.,  note  6. 

Section  2.  Attorneys  of  the  early  English  courts.  The  first 
attorneys  or  advocates  in  the  earlier  English  courts  were  the 
priests  or  monks,  who  alone  in  those  rude  times  were  competent 
to  undertake  a  legal  discussion.  During  the  whole  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  Danish,  and  Norman  periods  of  the  English  history, 
literary  and  scientific  acquirement  was  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  clergy,  and  the  study  of  the  law  was  by  no  means 
neglected  by  them.  Some  of  the  early  bishops  and  other  digni- 
taries of  the  church  became  eminent  as  jurists  and  courtiers, 
and  the  priests  and  monks  were  universally  resorted  to  as  the 
only  persons  capable  of  drawing  up  a  legal  instrument.  After 
the  Norman  conquest,  when  causes  were  principally  tried  before 
judges  appointed  by  the  king,  judicial  offices  were  filled  almost 
exclusively  by  ecclesiastics ;  and  members  of  this  body,  till  a 
much  later  period,  following  the  example  of  their  predecessors, 
sought  and  obtained  considerable  emoluments  by  embracing  the 
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profession  of  advocates  before  the  legal  tribunals.  1  Spence'  s 
Eq.  Juris.  14. 

Section  3.  Attorneys  of  modem  English  courts.  Upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  clergy  from  the  temporal  courts  (early  in  the 
reign  of  King  William  III),  tke  study  and  practice  of  the  law 
was,  of  course,  devolved  upon  laymen ;  but  little  seems  to  have 
been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  progress  till  the  court  of 
common  pleas  was  fixed  in  one  certain  place.  This  event  had 
the  effect  of  bringing  together  the  professors  of  the  municipal 
law,  who  before  were  dispersed  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
the  inns  of  court  and  of  chancery  were  established  by  them 
near  the  city  of  Westminster,  the  place  of  holding  the  king' s 
courts.  Here  exercises  were  performed,  lectures  read,  and  de- 
grees were  at  length  conferred  in  the  common,  as  at  other 
Tiniversities  in  the  canon  and  civil  law.  1  Bl.  Com.  23.  The 
d^rees  conferred  were  those  of  barristers  and  Serjeants.  In  the 
old  books  barristers  are  styled  apprenticii  ad  legemy  or  appren- 
tices ;  having  been  regarded  merely  as  learners,  and  not  quali- 
fied to  execute  the  full  office  of  an  advocate  till  they  were  of 
sixteen  years'  standing.  They  seem  to  have  been  first  appointed 
by  an  ordinance  of  King  Edward  I,  in  parliament,  in  the  20th 
year  of  his  reign.  SpeU.  Gloss.  37 ;  1  Bl.  Com.  23,  note ;  3  id. 
27.  Barristers  may  be  admitted  serjeants-at-law  after  six- 
teen years'  standing,  and  the  degree  of  Serjeant  is  the  most 
honorable  at  common  law.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  West- 
minster are  always  admitted  into  this  venerable  order  before 
they  are  advanced  to  the  bench ;  and  none  but  Serjeants  were 
formerly  permitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  ct)mmon  pleas. 
This  privilege,  however,  has  since  been  extended  to  all  barristers 
by  statute  9  and  10  Vict,  ch.  54 ;  3  Shars.  Bl.  Com.  27,  note. 
The  attorneys  of  the  English  courts  are  admitted  to  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office  by  the  superior  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and 
are  officers  of  the  respective  courts  in  which  they  are  admitted 
to  practice,  and,  as  they  have  many  privileges  on  account  of  their 
attendance  there,  so  they  are  peculiarly  subject  to  the  censure 
and  animadversion  of  the  judges.    3  Broom  &  Had.  23. 

In  practice  the  term  "  attorney  "  is  generally  made  use  of  in  pro- 
ceedings in  common-law  courts,  and  that  of  ''solicitor"  in  the 
equity  courts. 

Section  i.  The  word  ^^  attorney  "  as  used  in  this  State.  Previous 
to  the  constitution  of  1846,  the  offices  of  attorney  and  counsel 
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were  separate  in  this  State,  and  the  duties  attacked  to  esi/dli  were 
widely  different.  The  peculiar  duties  of  the  latter  as  dis- 
tinguished from  that  of  the  former^  were  to  give  counsel  or  legal 
advice  in  regard  to  the  commencement,  prosecution  and  defense 
of  actions,  superintend  their  progress,  and  conduct  such  of  the 
proceedings  as  required  a  personal  appearance  and  oral  argu- 
ment in  open  court.  The  former  had  no  authority  to  act  on  such 
occasions.  After  three  years'  practice  attorneys  were  entitled  to 
be  examined  for  the  degree  of  como^el,  and,  if  found  qualified^ 
were  duly  enrolled  as  such  in  accordance  with  the  established 
rules  of  the  supreihe  court.  Under  the  Code  both  offices  are 
blended  together,  and  the  same  person  may  exercise  the  func- 
tion of  attorney  and  counsel  under  the  same  retainer.  When 
separately  employed,  however,  their  functions  and  authority  are 
Btill  distinct.  EasUm  v.  Smithy  1  E.  D.  Smith,  818.  Attorneys 
are  considered,  in  all  respects,  as  officers  of  the  courts  In  which 
they  severally  practice ;  Denton  v.  Noyes^  6  Johns.  296,  316, 
note  ;  and  like  counsel  and  other  officers  of  the  court,  they  are, 
by  a  l^al  fiction,  always  denned  to  be,  during  term,  present  in 
court.    Ths  People  v.  JVmw,  1  Hill,  154. 

Since  the  abolition  of  the  court  of  chancery  and  the  blending 
of  the  two  systems  of  law  and  equity  in  this  States  the  term 
^^  solicitor,"  formerly  applied  to  a  practitioner  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  has  passed  into  disuse,  and  the  term  '^attorney"  is 
used  in  treating  matters  of  equity  m  well  as  in  law.  Attorneys 
and  counselors,  when  admitted,  hold  their  offices  for  life,  subject 
to  removal  or  suspension  for  any  deceit,  malpractice  or  misde- 
meanor.   1  B.  S.  109,  §§  23  to  26. 

Section  5^  Admission  Qt  attorneys^  By  the  constitution  of 
1846  (art.  6,  §  8),  the  profession  was  thrown  open  to  any  male 
citizen  of  good  moral  chaa:acter,  and  who  possesses  the  requisite 
qualifications  of  learning  and  ability  —  and  the  mode  d  admis- 
sion is  prescribed  by  the  judiciaary  act  of  1848,  chapter  280, 
section  76.  The  mode  of  adnjission  (which  was  to  be  made  ajt 
general  term),  and  the  necessary  examination,  previous  to  ad- 
mission, were  farther  regulated  by  supreme  court,  rules  1  and  2. 
These  rules,  however,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  admission  of 
attorneys,  have  been  superseded  or  modified  by  the  rules  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  adopted  under  the  authority  of  an  act  passed 
by  the  legislature  April  13, 1871.  Laws  of  1871,  ch,  486  ;  Waif  a 
Code,  818  to  821 ;  poH,  236  to  238. 
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In  additioii  to  the  general  statate  provisions,  and  the  mles  of 
the  courts  made  in  porsnanee  of  them,  relating  to  the  admission 
of  attorneys,  it  is  provided  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislatore 
that  ^^any  graduate  of  the  law  department  of  the  nniversity  of 
Albany  shall  be  admitted  ^o  practice  as  attorney  an.d  counselor 
at  law  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State.  Laws  of  1869,  ch.  267,  %  2. 
A  similar  act  entitles  any  graduate  of  the  law  school  of  Colum- 
bia college  to  like  admissicm.    Laws  of  1860,  eh.  302,  §  1. 

The  oon^jtxttionality  of  the  provisions  of  the  latter  act  was 
qnestioiied  m  Matter  of  tJie  Imo  groAu/xtes  of  the  University  qf 
New  York,  81  Barb.  853 ;  S.  C,  19  How.  97 ;  10  Abb.  848. 
These  oases,  however,  were  reversed  in  the  court  of  appeals  and 
the  constitutionality  of  the  statute  established.  Matter  of  ap- 
pUeatUm  of  Henry  W.  Cooper,  22  K  Y.  (8  Smith)  67;  S.  C,  20 
How.  1 ;  11  Abb.  801.     • 

Seetion  6.  Betulsite  qualifleatlons  under  the  rules.  The  ne- 
cessity of  prescribing  rules,  regulating  the  admission  of  attorneys 
to  practice  in  our  various  courts,  arises  from  the  nature  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed  by  them.  These  duties  being  of  a  very 
high  character,  and  among  the  most  responsible  arising  out  of 
human  aflhirs,  require  for  their  faithful  performance  the  strictest 
integrity  of  character  combined  with  ready  skOl  as  practitioners. 
In  order  to  insure  the  requisite  qualifications  on  the  part  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  performance  of  these  duties,  it  has  been  pro- 
vided that  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  an  attorney  of  any 
courts  unless  he  be  approved  by  the  court  for  his  good  character 
and  learning.  2  B.  S.  287,  §  66 ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  486,  §  8. 
Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  last-named  act,  the  court  of 
appeals  have  adopted  the  following  rules : 

1.  No  person  diall  be  permitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney, 
solicitor  M  counselor,  in  any  court  of  rec€»rd  in  this  State,  with- 
out a  regular  admis^on  and  license  by  the  supreme  court  at  a 
general  term  thereof.  To  obtain  such  admission  and  license^ 
except  in  eaiies  otherwise  provided  for  by  said  act^  the  person 
applying  must  be  examined  under  the  direction  of  the  court 
The  time  fbr  the  examination  <tf  i)ersons  applying  to  be  admitted 
shall  be  Thursday  of  the  first  week  of  each  general  term  in  the 
several  departmento.  The  examinations  shall  in  all  cases  be 
public^  and,  unless  conducted  by  the  judges  of  the  court,  shall 
be  by  not  less  than  three  practicing  lawyers  of  at  least  seven 
years'  standing  at  the  bar,  to  be  appointed  by  the  court. 
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2.  To  entitle  an  applicant  to  an  examination  he  must  prove  to 
the  court)  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  a  resident  of  the  department  within 

,  which  the  application  is  made,  and  that  he  has  not  been  exam- 
ined in  any  other  department  for  admission  to  practice  and  been 
refusefd  admission  and  license  within  three  months  immediately 
preceding,  which  proof  may  be  by  his  own  affidavit  of  the  facts ; 
that  he  is  a  person  of  good  moral  character,  by  the  certificate  of 

'  the  attorneys  with  whom  he  has  passed  his  clerkship,  but  which 
certificate  shall  not  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence,  and  the  court 
must  be  satisfied  on  this  point  after  a  full  examination  and 
inquiry,  that  he  has  served  the  clerkship  or  pursued  the  sub- 
stituted course  of  study  prescribed  by  the  rules,  as  requisite  to 
an  examination.  The  clerkship  may  be  proved  by  the  certificate 
of  the  attorneys  with  whom  the  same  i9as  served,  or,  in  case  of 
their  death  or  removal  from  the  State,  by  such  other  evidence  as 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  court. 

The  proof  of  any  time  of  study,  allowed  as  a  substitute  for 
any  part  of  the  clerkship  required  by  these  rules,  shall  be  by 

f  the  certificate  of  the  teacher  or  president  of  the  faculty,  under 
whose  instructions  the  person  has  studied,  together  with  the  affi- 
davit of  the  applicant ;  the  proof  lilust  be  satisfactory  to  the 
presiding  judge  of  the  court,  who  alone  shall  make  the  order 
allowing  a  deduction  from  the  regular  term  of  clerkship  by 
reason  of  such  studies. 

8.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  examination  as  an  attorney, 
solicitor  or  counselor,  unless  he  shall  have  served  a  regular 
clerkship  of  three  years  in  the  office  of  a  practicing  attorney  of 
the  supreme  court  after  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  with  whom  the  clerk- 
ship shall  be  commenced,  to  file  a  certificate  in  the  offlbe  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals,  certifying  that  the  person  has 
commenced  a  clerkship  with  him,  and  the  clerkship  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  commenced  on  the  day  of  the  filing  of  the  cer- 
tificate. A  copy  of  the  certificate,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  with  the  date  of  the  filing  thereof,  shall  be 
produced  to  the  court  at  the  time  of  an  application  for  examina- 
tion. 

5.  When  a  clerkship  has  already  commenced,  or  shall  have 
commenced  before  these  rules  shall  take  eflTect,  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  the  preceding  rule,  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
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attorney,  stating  the  time  of  the  actual  commencement  of  such 
clerkship,  may  be  filed  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember next. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  an  attorney  to  give  to  a  clerk,  when  he 
shall  leave  his  office,  a  certificate  stating  his  moral  character, 
the  time  of  clerkship  which  he  has  passed  with  him,  and  the 
period  which  has  been  allowed  him  for  vacation.  Not  more  than 
three  months  shall  be  allowed  for  vacations  in  any  year. 

The  term  of  clerkship  will  be  computed  by  the  calendar  year, 
and  any  person  applying  for  Admission,  whose  period  of  clerk- 
ship shall  expire  during  the  term  at  which  the  application  shall 
be  made,  will  be  admitted  to  examination  at  the  customary  day 
of  the  same  tenn. 

7.  Any  portion  of  time,  not  exceeding  one  year,  actually  spent 
in  r^ular  attendance  upon  the  law  lectures  in  the  university  of 
New  York,  Cambridge  university,  or  the  law  school  connected 
with  Yale  college,  or  a  law  school  connected  with  any  college  or 
university  of  this  State,  having  a  department  organized  with 
competent  professors  and  teachers,  in  which  instruction  in  the 
science  of  law  is  regularly  given,  shall  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  an 
equal  period  of  clerkship  in  the  office  of  a  practicing  attorney 
of  the  supreme  court. 

8.  Persons  who  have  been  admitted,  and  have  practiced  three 
years  as  attorneys  in  the  highest  court  of  law  in^  another  State, 
may  be  admitted  without  examination  to  practice  as  attorneys, 
solicitors  and  counselors  in  the  courts  of  this  State.  But  such 
persons  must  have  become  residents  of  this  State  before  apply- 
ing for  admission,  and  must  bring  a  letter  of  recommendation 
from  one  of  the  judges  of  the  highest  court  of  law  in  the  State 
from  which  they  came. 

These  rules  of  the  court  of  appeals  were  adopted  May  1, 1871, 
and  it  was  provided  by  an  additional  rule  (9),  that  they  should 
take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1871.  Soon  after  their  adop- 
tion the  following  amendments  were  made,  whereby  their  opera-^ 
tion  was  suspended  until  June  1,  1872:  "As  to  persons  who 
had  been,  during  one  year  or  more,  immediately  preceding  the 
first  day  of  May,  1871,  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law  in  the 
office  of  a  practicing  lawyer,  or  in  any  law  school,  or  m  the  law 
department  of  any  college  or  university,  with  the  view  of  apply- 
ing for  admission  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  State,"  and 
providing  ''that  the  graduates  of  the  university  of  the  city  of 
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New  York,  who  shall  have  commenced  their  course  of-  study  in 
the  law  department  of  that  univerrity,  at  any  time  prior  to  May 
1, 1872,  shall,  on  complying  with  the  requirements  of  chapter 
187  of  the  laws  of  1860,  be  entitled  ta  admission  upon  the  ex- 
amination and  in  the  manner  provided  in  that  act."  See  rules 
of  the  court  of  appeals,  under  act  of  April  13, 1871,  relating  to 
admission  of  attorneys. 

Section  7.  Qualiflcatlons  fbr  actual  practice.  However  proper 
and  important  it  may  be  to  prescribe  rules  for  the.  admission  of 
attorneys,  and  however  strictly  a  compliimce  with  them  may  ba 
enforced  upon  applicants  for  examination,  it  should  still  be  re- 
membered that  a  mere  literal  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  any  set  of  rules,  however  stringent,  will  qualify  no  one  for 
l^e  arduous  duties  of  actual  practice. 

A  student  need  not  expect  to  become  qualified  for  admissicm 
to  practice  by  a  few  months'  casual  and  superficial  reading.  He 
must  understand  the  old  system  before  he  can  practice  the  new. 
He  must  master  Blackstone,  Cruise,  Kent^  Sugden,  Comyn, 
Chitty,  Starkie,  Greenleaf,  Story,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  before  he  can  begin  to  peruse  the  Code  with  ad- 
vantage.   Matter  of  PraU,  13  How.  1,  3. 

A  legal  mind,  thoroughly  trained  and  disciplined  by  a  pre- 
paratory course  of  study,  and  deeply  Imbued  with  a  love  for 
the  profession,  must  be  brought  to  the  study  of  common-law 
and  equity  principles,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  is  essen- 
tial to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  rules  of  practice  founded 
on  them,  for,  as  Blackstone  truly  remarks,  '^if  practice  be  the 
whole  the  student  is  taught,  practice  must  also  be  the  whole  he 
wiU  ever  know;  if  he  be  uninstructed  in  the  elements  and  first 
principles  upon  which  the  rule  of  practice  is  founded,  the  least 
variation  from  established  precedents  will  totally  distract  and 
bewilder  him;  he  must  never  aspire  to  form,  and  seldom  expect 
to  comprehend)  any  arguments  drawn,  a  priori,  from  the  spirit 
of  the  laws  and  the  natural  foundations  of  justice.''    1  Bl.  Com. 
32.    It  is  also  important  that  a  practitioner  should  be  fkmiUar 
with  the  common-law  and  the  equity  practice.     Many  of  their 
rules  are  still  applicable  under  the  Code ;  and  a  knowledge  of 
tiiose  that  have  even  become  entirely  obsolete  under  our  present 
practice  serves  to  throw  much  light  on  the  proceedings  adopted 
in  their  stead. 

The  endless  variety  of  causes  out  of  which  litigation  is  con- 
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stanily  arising,  demanding  the  services  of  skilled  attorneys, 
renders  a  knowledge  of  the  world — its  men,  and  business,  cus- 
toms and  usages — an  essential  qualification;  but  one  that  can 
be  acquired  only  by  close  observation  and  extended  experience. 
Every  species  of  knowledge  may  be  made  subservient  to  the 
purposes  of  the  practicing  attorney,  and  all  who  seek  to  enter 
the  profession  should  be  indefatigable  in  its  acquisition.  ''They 
must  pry  into  the  secret  recesses  of  the  human  heart,  and  be- 
come well  acquainted  with  the  whole  moral  world,  that  they 
may  discover  the  abstract  reason  of  all  laws;  and  they  must 
trace  the  laws  of  particular  States,  especially  of  their  own,  from 
the  first  rough  sketches  to  the  more  perfect  draughts ;  from  the 
first  causes  or  occasions  that  produced  them,  through  all  the 
effects,  good  and  bad,  that  they  produced."  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
Stud,  of  Hist.,  368. 

Section  8.  Ihity  of  attorney  to  his  client.  These  duties,  at  the 
present  day,  are  of  a  far  more  complicated  and  responsible  na- 
ture than  those  which  attached  to  the  ofiice  of  an  attorney  in  the 
earlier  courts,  after  which  ours  are  generally  modeled,  and  hence 
a  higher  degree  of  professional  skill  and  honesty  is  required  on 
the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  them. 

An  attorney,  though  an  officer  of  the  court,  cannot  generally 
be  coqipelled  to  appear  or  act  for  any  one  unless  he  have  under- 
taken so  to  do,  or  accepted  a  retainer,  but  in  some  cases,  as 
where  a  party  sues  in  forma  pauperis^  an  attorney  may  be 
compelled  by  the  court  to  act  without  fee  or  reward.  2  R.  S. 
444,  445.  Although  not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  appoint- 
ment or  retainer  of  an  attorney  should  be  in  writing,  in  most 
cases  it  is  advisable;  being  better  for  the  attorney,  because  he 
avoids  all  difficulty  in  proving  his  retainer  ;  and  it  is  better  for 
many  clients,  as  it  puts  them  on  their  guard  and  prevents  them 
from  being  drawn  into  law  suits  without  their  own  express 
direction.  Owen  v.  Ord,  3  Carr.  &  P.  349.  In  general,  the 
authority  of  an  attorney  is  presumed,  and  the  adverse  party 
having  no  notice  to  the  contrary  may  act  on  that  presumption. 
Hamilton  v.  Wright,  37  N.  Y.  (10  Tiff.)  602;  S.  C,  6  Trans. 
App.  1 ;  Brown  v.  Nichols,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  26 ;  9  Abb.  N. 
8.  1 ;  Foote  V.  Laihrop,  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  368.  When  called 
in  question,  the  authority  of  an  attorney  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  court.  Commissioners  v.  Purdy,  36  Barb.  266;  S.  C,  22 
How.  506;  13  Abb.  434.    An  attorney  commencing  a  suit  in 
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ejectment  must  first  obtain  the  written  authority  of  the  plaintiff 
to  do  so.  Bank  v.  ConJcUn^  2  How.  7.  See  2  R.  S.  305,  4306 ; 
Harris  v.  Mason^  10  Wend.  568;  Howard  v.  Howard^  11 
How.  80. 

The  relation  of  attorney  and  client  being  of  a  highly  confiden- 
tial nature,  all  communications  passing  between  them,  resi>ecting 
the  subject  of  the  attorney's  professional  employment,  are 
privileged,  and  he  cannot  be  compelled,  nor  will  he  be  allowed, 
to  disclose  them.  Bank  of  Utica  v.  Mersereau^  3  Barb.  Ch.  696; 
Williams  v.  Fitch^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  646 ;  Clark  v.  Richards^ 
8  E.  D.  Smith,  89 ;  and  this  same  privilege  extends  to  similar 
communications  between  the  attorney's  clerk  and  such  client. 
Sihley  v.  Waffl^e,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  180.  A  statement,  however, 
made  to  an  attorney,  is  no  more  privileged  than  one  made  to  any 
other  person,  unless  it  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pro- 
fessional advice  on  the  subject  of  such  statement.  Marsh,  v. 
Howe^  36  Barb.  649.  Neither  will  the  privilege  be  sustained, 
where  there  appears  to  be  a  combination  between  the  attorney 
and  client  for  the  purpose  of  withholding  important  evidence. 
People  V.  Sheriff  of  New  T(yrk,  29  Barb.  622 ;  S.  C,  7  Abb.  96. 

If  an  attorney  has  an  interest  in  the  facts  communicated  to 
him,  and  a  disclosure  becomes  necessary  to  protect  his  own  per- 
sonal rights,  he  is  no  longer  bound  by  the  obligation  of  profes- 
sional secrecy.  Bochester  City  Bank  v.  Suydamy  5  How.  264; 
S.  C,  3  Code  R.  249. 

On  being  retained  in  a  case  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
to  make  aU  needful  preparation  for  the  trial  of  it.  To  this  end, 
a  correct  statement  of  the  facts  should  be  obtained  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  various  papers  and  documents  in  the  cause, 
and  by  a  personal  communication  with  the  client,  and  by  exam- 
ination of  the  witnesses  and  proofs.  Thwaites  v.  Mackerson^  3 
Carr.  &  P.  341;  Hopkinson  v.  Smithy  7  Moore,  237;  S.  C,  1 
Bing.  13 ;  Harvey  v.  Mourd^  8  Beav.  Ch.  439.  In  the  farther 
preparation  for  trial  the  attorney  should  pj-epare  briefs  of  the 
pleadings,  proofs,  and  observations ;  procure  the  production  of 
the  requisite  documents,  and  subpoena  the  requisite  witnesses. 
De  Roufigny  v.  Peale^  3  Taunt.  484 ;  Beece  v.  Bighy^  4  B.  &  Aid. 
202.  When  an  attorney  is  employed  it  is  on  him  that  all  notices 
should  be  served,  and  not  on  the  client,  who  cannot  be  supposed 
to  know  their  effect,  and  service  on  the  client  will  generally  be 
deemed  irregular  and  of  no  effect.     Code,  §  417 ;  Wardell  v. 


OFFICERS  OF  COURTS.  241 

Geneial  soope  and  daiation  of  aathoiitj  of  attorney. 

EdeTi^  2  Johns;  Cas.  121 ;  Bogardux  v.  Idtingston^  7  Abb.  428; 
S.  C,  2  HUt.  236 ;  Tripp  v.  De  B(m,  6  How.  114 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R. 
163 ;  Miller  v.  Miller j  37  How.  3.  And  in  the  coarse  of  a  suit,  the 
practice  of  the  courts  require  a  great  number  of  jEacts  and  pro- 
ceedings to  be  proved  by  affidavit,  which  the  attorney  in  the 
cause,  or  his  managing  clerk,  can,  generally  speaking,  only  make. 
For  these  reasons,  the  courts  require  that  the  attorney  shall 
always  be  at  his  office,  or  have  some  competent  person  there 
dnrisg  office  hours.  An  attorney's  clerk  during  the  absence  of 
the  attorney  represents  him  as  to  all  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
office.  Power  v.  Kentj  1  Cow.  211.  And  the  service  of  a  notice  is 
sufficient  if  made  on  him.  ArumymouSy  1  Caines,  73 ;  Chap- 
man Y.  Haymondj  8  Johns.  360. 

An  attorney  who  undertakes  the  conduct  of  an  action  im- 
pliedly stipulates  to  carry  it  to  its  termination,  and  he  is  not  at 
liberty  to  abandon  it  without  reasonable  cause  and  reasonable 
notice.  Harris  v.  Oshoum^  2  Cromp.  A;  Mees.  629 ;  4  Tyrw.  445 ; 
Whitehead  v.  Lard,  7  Exch.  691;  S.  C,  11  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  687. 
And  if  he  wrongfully  refuse  to  proceed,  and  break  his  contract 
in  this  respect,  he  will  be  liable  to  an  action  for  it.  Hohy  v. 
BvM,  3  B.  &  Ad.  360. 

Section  9.  General  scope  and  duration  of  the  authority  of  an 
attorney.  The  attorney's  authority  is  two-fold,  viz.,  expressed 
in  the  warrant  or  implied  by  law.  Co.  litt.  62.  Besides  having 
the  conduct  of  the  more  formal  proceedings,  an  attorney  has  a 
right  to  exercise  his  discretion  in  all  the  ordinary  occurrences 
which  take  place  in  relation  to  a  cause.  He  may  make  stipula- 
tions, waive  technical  advantages,  and  generally  assume  control 
of  the  action.  Chrham  v.  OdUy  7  Cow.  739 ;  Walradt  v.  May- 
nardj  3  Barb.  684;  Steward  v.  Biddlecunij  2  N.  Y.  (2  Comst.) 
103.  And  a  client  has  no  right  to  control  him  in  the  due  and 
orderly  conduct  of  a  suit.  Anonynums,  1  Wend.  108 ;  Head  v. 
Frenchy  28  N.  T.  (1  Tiff.)  286.  Under  the  general  authority  of 
an  attorney  he  may  discontinue  the  cause  {Oaillard  v.  Smart,  6 
Cow.  386);  commence  a  second  action  after  being  nonsuited  in  the 
first  for  want  of  proof  (^o/^  v.  JSlmendorf,  12  Johns.  317);  waive 
a  judgment  by  de&ult  {Latuch  v.  Pasherante,  1  Salk.  86; 
ATumymauSj  1  Wend.  108),  and  direct  the  sheriff  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  enforcing  an  execution.  Oorham  v.  Qale,  7  Cow. 
739;  Coming  v.  SauthZand,^  Hill,  662.  An  attorney  cannot 
settle  a  suit  and  conclude  the  client  in  relation  to  the  subject  in 
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litigation  without  special  authority.  Shaw  v.  "Kidder^  2  How. 
244  ;  JSast  Biter  Bank  v.  Kennedy^  9  Bosw.  543.  Neither  can 
he  recover  of  his  client  fees  of  counsel  associated  with  him, 
I  without  proving  that  he  employed  such  counsel  at  the  client's 
request,  or  with  his  sanction  paid  such  fees.  ^CooJc  v.  Bitter,  4 
E.  D.  Smith,  253. 

In  general,  an  attorney,  once  appointed,  is  vested  with  all 
necessary  authority  for  the  management  of  the  case  intrusted  to 
him,  and  for  carrying  into  eflTect  the  orders  and  judgments  of 
the  court.  If  he  enters  into  stipulations  pertinent  to  the  matter 
intrusted  to  him,  he  can  thereby  bind  his  client.  K,  in  such 
matters,  he  acts  without  special  authority,  the  court  will  still 
enforce  his  acts  against  his  client  in  the  particular  business  of 
his  employment.  If,  in  so  doing,  his  client  is  seriously  damaged, 
and  he  is  unable  to  respond  in  damages,  the  court  will  relieve 
the  party  injured,  preserving  the  other  party  from  loss.-  People 
V.  May  or  ^  etc.,  of  Ifew  Toric,  11  Abb.  66.  Under  a  general  re- 
tainer the  authority  of  the  attorney  ceases  when  the  suit  is 
brought  to  a  final  judgment.  Walradt  v.  Maynard,  3  Barb* 
684 ;  Adams  v.  Fort  Plain  Bank,  23  How.  45.  See  S.  C,  2 
Trans.  App.  234;  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  255;  MygaitY.  Willcox,  1 
Lans.  55.  His  authority  is  also  terminated  by  the  death  of  his 
client,  and  he  is  in  no  sense  the  attorney  of  the  successors  in  in- 
terest. Putnam  v.  Van  Bur  en,  7  How.  31.  Until  changed,  the 
authority  of  the  attorney  continues  on  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal, 
and  service  must  be  made  on  him  and  not  on  the  party.  Adams 
V.  Fort  Plain  Bank,  23  How.  45  ;  Rule  4,  Court  of  Appeals. 

Section  10.  Besponsibility  of  attorney  to  client.  An  attorney 
is  bound  to  exercise  a  competent  degree  of  care,  skill  and  fidelity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties,  and  the  law  will  hold 
him  strictly  responsible  to  his  client  for  any  detriment  or  losses 
arising  from  the  want  of  these  qualifications.  An  attorney  is 
liable  for  gross  blunders  and  negligence  in  the  management  of 
the  business  with  which  he  is  intrusted,  for  "  every  person  who 
enters  a  learned  profession  undertakes  to  bring  to  the  exercise 
of  it  a  reasonable  degree  of  care  and  skill."  Lanphier  v. 
Phipos,  8  Carr.  &  P.  479.  The  exact  degree  of  skill  required  is 
not  easily  determined;  but,  in  general,  "the  cases  appear  to 
establish  that  he  is  liable  for  the  consequences  of  ignorance  or 
non-observance  of  the  rules  of  prqx3tice  of  the  court,  for  the  want 
of  care  in  the  preparation  of  the  cause  for  trial  or  of  attendance 
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thereon  with  his  witnesses,  and  for  the  mismanagement  of  so 
much  of  the  conduct  of  a  cause  as  is  usually  and  ordinarily 
allotted  to  his  department  of  the  profession ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  not  answerable  for  error  in  judgment  upon  points  of 
new  occurrence  or  of  nice  or  doubtful  construction."  Ooc^froy 
V.  Dalton^  6  Bing.  468.  And  where  he  acts  in  good  faith,  and  to 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  knowledge,  he  will  be  protected.  Oil- 
bert  V.  Williams]  8  Mass.  61.  When,  however,  an  attorney  dis- 
obeys the  lawful  instructions  of  his  client,  and  a  loss  ensues,  for 
that  loss  the  attorney  is  responsible.  lb.  Cox  v.  Livingston^ 
2  Watts  &  Serg.  103;  Wilcox  y.  Plummefs  Exrs,^  4  Peters,  172. 
But  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that  he  acts  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  client,  unless  in  a  case  of  such  gross  negligence  that 
a  violation  may  be  inferred    Holmes  v.  PecTc^  1  R.  I.  242. 

An  attorney  cannot  serve,  professionally,  both  parties  to  a 
controversy,  and  any  unfaithful  dealing  with  his  client  will  de- 
prive him  of  all  right  to  compensation  for  his  services.  HerricJc 
V.  Catley,  1  Daly,  512;  S.  C,  30  How.  208;  Currie  v.  CowUs,  6 
Bosw.  452. 

The  appearance  of  an  attorney  without  authority  has  been 
held  to  be  a  nullity  {Bean  v.  Mather^  1  Daly,  440) ;  and  for  such 
gross  violation  of  duty  he  is  liable  to  be  disgraced  and  punished. 
BT(mri  V.  Nichols,  42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  26 ;  9  Abb.  N.  S.  1.  If, 
however,  a  defendant  is  regularly  brought  into  court,  and  an 
attorney  of  the  court  appears  for  him,  his  acts  are  binding  upon 
the  party,  until  the  attorney  is  superseded,  unless  coUusion  is 
shown,  and  Ihe  remedy  of  the  party  is  against  the  attorney  for 
acting  without  authority.  Hamilton  v.  Wright^  37  N.  Y.  (10 
Tiff.)  502 ;  6  Trans.  App.  1 ;  BUdget  v.  ConJclin,  9  How.  442. 

The  court  has  power  to  relieve  a  party  to  an  action  from  a 
judgment  or  order  obtained  against  him  by  reason  of  the  negli- 
jgence,  ignorance  or  fraud  of  his  attorney.  Sharp  v.  Mayor,  etc. , 
ofFm  TorJc,  31  Barb.  678;  S.  C,  19  How.  193 ;  affirming  S.  C, 
9  Abb.  426 ;  18  How.  213 ;  Elston  v.  Schilling,  7  Rob.  74 ;  Quinn 
V.  Lloyd,  id.  538 ;  S.  C,  36  How.  378 ;  5  Abb.  N.  S.  281.  See 
Bean  v.  Maiher,  1  Daly,  440. 

Section  11.  Attorney  amenable  to  court  for  mlseonduct.  The 
attorney  is  an  officer  of  the  court,  and  the  court  will  exercise  a 
supervision  over  the  conduct  of  its  officer,  and  insist  upon  his 
just  and  fair  dealing  with  his  client.  Brotherson  v.  Consalus, 
26  How.  213 ;  Brock  v.  Barnes,  40  Barb.  521 ;  Nesbit  v.  Lock- 
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man^  34  N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  167 ;  Hitching^  v.  Yan  BrwnJb^  5  Abb. 
N.  S.  272 ;  S.  C,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  836.  And  in  the  exercise 
of  this  supervision  will  not  snffer  an  attorney  to  misuse  the  pro- 
cess of  the  court.  The  99  Plaintiff's  v.  Vanderhilt^  1  Abb.  193 ; 
S.  C,  4  Duer,  632 ;  10  How.  324 ;  Commissioners  of  Excise  of 
New  YorJc  v.  Purdy,  36  Barb.  266 ;  S.  C,  22  How.  3l2,  506 ;  13 
Abb.  434.  An  attorney  who  has  received  money  for  his  client 
must  pay  it  over  at  once  or  an  attachment  will  lie  against  him  ; 
and  this  rule  extends  to  moneys  placed  in  his  hands,  in  his  pro- 
fessional character,  for  investment,  as  well  as  to  moneys  received 
by  him  in  a  suit  or  other  legal  proceeding.  Barry  v.  Whitney^ 
3  Sandf.  696  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  101 ;  In  re  OrarU  v.  Chester, 
17  How,  260 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  357. 

The  punishments  to  which  attorneys  are  subject  for  miscon- 
duct are  removal  from  office,  fine  and  imprisonment;  besides 
being  liable  for  damages  at  the  suit  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
2  R.  S.  287,  288.  In  minor  cases  of  misconduct  the  court  will 
generally  be  satisfied  with  making  the  attorney  pay  the  costfi 
incurred  by  the  parties  by  reason  of  such  misconduct.  People 
V.  BraM^  6  Johns.  318 ;  Waring  v.  Baret^  2  Cow.  460 ;  Boyce 
V.  Bates^  8  How.  495. 

Attorneys  are  prohibited  by  statute  from  buying  any  bond, 
bill,  note,  book-debt,  or  thing  in  action,  with  the  intent  and  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  a  suit  thereon.  2  R.  S.  288,  §  71.  The 
provisions  of  the  above  statute  do  not,  however,  apply  to  judg- 
ments. Brotherson  v.  Consalus^  26  How.  213.  Aljomeys,  both 
at  common  law  and  under  the  Code,  are  disqualified  from 
becoming  bail,  and  the  disqualification  extends  even  to  their 
clerks.  Wheeler  v.  Wilcox^  7  Abb.  78 ;  Miles  v.  ClarJce,  4  Bosw. 
632 ;  affirming  S.  C,  2  id.  709 ;  Craig  v.  Scott,  1  Wend.  36 ; 
Coster  V.  Watson^  15  Johns.  535 ;  King  v.  Sheriff  of  Surrey, 
2  East,  181 ;  Lcdng  v.  Cundale,  1  H.  Bl.  76.  By  rule  8  of  th« 
supreme  court,  attorneys  are  prohibited  from  being  sureties  in 
any  undertaking. 

In  an  action  brought  by  an  attorney  to  recover  for  professional 
services,  the  defendant  may  show  that  the  services  were  ren- 
dered worthless  by  the  attorney' s  ignorance  or  negligence.  Bow- 
man V.  TaUman,  40  How.  1 ;  Bracey  v.  Carter,  12  Ad.  &  E.  373. 
See  Runyan  v.  Nichols,  11  Johns.  547 ;  Hopping  v.  Quin^  12 
Wend.  517.  On  the  other  hand,  the  attorney  or  counsel  does 
not  guaranty  the  success  of  the  suit^  or  the  soundness  of  his 
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opinions,  or  that  they  will  ultimately  be  sustained  on  appeal. 
Bowman  v.  TaUman,  27  How.  212 ;  2  Rob.  385 ;  S.  C.  affirmed, 
40  How.  1 ;  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  619(7i). 

Seetion  12.  Liability  to  adyerse  party.  For  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  freedom  of  speech  in  the  maintenance  of  an  action, 
or  in  the  lawful  defense  of  their  clients,  the  law  does  not  hold 
an  attorney  answerable  for  any  matter  spoken  by  him,  pertinent 
to  the  case  in  hand,  and  suggested  in  his  client's  instructions, 
although  it  should  reflect  upon  another  and  even  prove  abso- 
lutely groundless.  But,  if  he  maliciously  invents  and  mentions 
an  untruth,  not  pertinent  to  the  cause,  he  may  be  liable  to  an 
action  at  suit  of  the  party  injured.  8  Broom  &  Had.  25 ;  Hodg- 
sm  V.  Scarlett,  1  B.  &  Aid.  232 ;  Mackay  v.  Ford,  6  H.  &  N.  792. 

It  is  also  the  settled  doctrine  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  that 
words  spoken  or  written  in  a  judicial  proceeding  by  any  person 
(attorney  or  party)  having  a  duty  to  discharge,  or  an  interest  to 
protect  in  respect  to  such  proceedings,  are  ahsolvtely  pritUeged  ; 
and  no  action  will  lie  for  such  speaking  or  writing,  however 
false,  defamatory  or  malicious  may  be  the  words,  provided  the 
matter  was  material  to  the  issue  or  inquiry  before  the  court. 
Mauli  V.  Msworth,  36  How.  632;  S.  C,  1  Sweeny,  52;  Warner 
V.  Pairu,  2  Sandf.  195;  Oarr  v.  Selden,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  91; 
9  N!  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  137 ;  Hastings  v.  LusJc,  22  Wend.  410 ;  Oil- 
bert  V.  The  People,  1  Denio,  41. 

Section  13.  Compensation  of  attorney.  By  the  English  com- 
mon law  an  attorney  can  maintain  no  action  for  his  fees,  which, 
in  England,  are  given  not  as  a  salary  or  hire,  but  as  a  mere  gra- 
tuity, which  a  counselor  cannot  demand  without  injuring  his 
reputation.  8  Bl.  Com.  28.  The  notion,  however,  that  an  attor- 
ney's  fees  are  merely  honorary  has  never  been  recognized  in  this 
State ;  and  an  attorney  is  entitled  to  recover  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  his  services.  Cagger  v.  Adams,  23  Wend.  57;  S. 
C.  affirmed,  26  id.  451 ;  In  re  Faschal,  10  Wall.  483,  and  cases 
there  cited. 

By  the  adoption  of  the«Code  all  statutes  establishing  or  regu- 
lating the  costs  or  fees  of  attorneys  in  civil  actions,  and  all  the 
rules  and  provisions  of  law,  restricting  or  controlling  the  right 
of  a  ^arty  to  agree  with  an  attorney,  for  his  compensation,  were 
repealed;  and  it  was  provided,  that  hereafter  the  measure  of 
compensation  shall  be  left  to  the  agreement,  express  or  implied, 
of  the  parties.     But  there  may  be  allowed  to  the  prevailing 
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party,  upon  the  judgment,  certain  sums,  by  way  of  indemnity 
for  Ms  expenses  in  the  action,  which  allowances  are  in  this  act 
termed  "  costs."     Code,  §  303. 

These  allowances  termed  "  costs,"  as  taxed  by  the  clerk  under 
the  Code,  are  no  longer  the  measure  of  compensation,  and  proof 
of  the  value  of  the  attorney's  services  is  required.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  an  express  agreement  between  the  attorney  and  client, 
he  is  entitled  to  such  compensation  as  his  services  are  reasonably 
worth.  Oarr  v.  Mairet^  1  Hilt.  498;  Moore  v,  Westervelt,  3 
Sandf.  762;  S.  C  1  Code  R.  K  S.  131;  BarOey.  CHlman,  18 
N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  260;  S.  C,  17  How.  1. 

But  the  law  will  not  presume  an  agreement  to  allow  to  the 
attorney  what  the  statute  gives  to  a  party  as  his  compensation. 
Stow  V.  Hamlin^  11  How.  462.    The  old  law  of  champerty  being 
wholly  obsolete  in  this  State,  with  the  single  exception  respect- 
ing titles  to  land,  still  retained  in  the  Revised  Statutes  (2  R.  S. 
691),  attorneys  may  now  (except  in  actions  for  land)   legally 
stipulate  with  their  clients  for  a  share  of  the  proceeds  of  actions 
brought  by  them,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services.    Sedg- 
wick y.  Stanton^  14  N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  289;  Durginy.  Ireland^ 
id.  322 ;  SoMerlee  v.  Frazer^  2  Sandf.  141 ;  Benedict  v.  Stuart^ 
23  Barb.  420 ;   Voorhees  v.  Dorr,  61  id.  680.    Notwithstanding 
the  liberal  provision^  under  the  Code  respecting  the  agreements 
between  attorneys  and  clients,  as  to  the  compensation  of  the 
former,  the  court  will  carefully  scrutinize  all  such  contracts,  and 
guard  the  client's  rights  against  every  attempt  by  the  attorney 
to  secure  an  advantage  to  himself  at  the  expense  of  the  client. 
Brother  son  v.  Consalus^  26  How.  213;  Barry  v.  Wliitney^   3 
Sandf.  696;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  101.     Thus,  an  agreement 
of  this  nature,  where  the  attorney  is  promised  large  compensa- 
tion, is  regarded  with  great  suspicion  by  the  court,  and  in  case 
the  meaning  of  the  instrument  is  not  clearly  obvious,  the  client 
is  entitled  to  the  most  favorable  construction  of  which  it  is  sns- 
ceptible.    HitcMngsY.  Van  Bmrd^  6  Abb.  N.  S.  272;  S.  C,  38 
N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  836 ;  and  it  is  stiU  illegal  for  the  attorney  to  con- 
tract  with  his  client,  that  he  will  carry  on  the  suit  at  his  own 
expense,  and  be  himself  responsible  for  the  costs.     BrothersoTt 
V.  ConsaluSy  26  How.  213 ;  Fish  v.  Fish,  39  Barb.  613. 

Section  14.  Attorney's  lien  for  costs.  The  attorney' s  lien  for 
his  costs  has  not  been  affected  by  the  Code,  but  stiU  exists  as 
formerly.     Ward  v.  Wordsworth,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  698;  S.  C,  9 
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How.  16 ;  reversing.  S.  C,  1  Code  R.N.  S.  208 ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs. 
313;  Booney  v.  Second  Atenue  Bailroad  Co.^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith) 
368.  An  attorney  has  a  lien  for  his  costs  upon  all  deeds  and 
papers  in  his  hands  belonging  to  his  cUent,  and  until  he  is  paid 
or  otherwise  satisfied,  the  court  will  not  order  them  to  be  given 
up.  Hughes  v.  Mayre^  3  T.  R.  275;  Howell  v.  Harding^  8 
East,  362.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  services  in  which 
attorneys  are  retained,  their  lien  is  allowed  to  attach  on  the  fruits 
of  a  judgment  or  decree  obtained  through  those  services.  In 
re  FaschaXy  10  Wall.  483;  Ex  parte  Price,  2  Ves.  Sr.  407; 
Turmin  v.  Qibson,  3  Atk.  720 ;  Mitchell  v.  Oldfleld,  4  T.  R. 
123 ;  Read  v.  Dupper,  6  id.  361 ;  also  on  the  money  payable 
to  the  client  thereunder.  Tabram  v.  Horn,  M.  &  R.  228 ;  Omerod 
v.  Tifte,  1  East,  464. 

The  attorney  has  a  Uen  for  his  fees  in  an  action,  even  for  the 
recovery  of  unliquidated  damages.  Rasquin  v.  Knickerbocker 
Stage  Co.,  12  Abb.  324 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  293.  And  it  extends 
not  oiily  to  the  taxable  costs,  but  to  the  whole  amount  of  com- 
pensation agreed  upon  between  the  attorney  and  his  client.  Fox 
V.  Fox,  24  How.  409 ;  Hall  v.  Ayer,  19  id.  91 ;  9  Abb.  220 ;  Ack- 
erman  v.  Ackerraan,  14  id.  229:  This  lien,  except  as  to  costs, 
does  not  extend  to  the  client's  money  or  damages  recovered, 
before  the  same  is  in  the  possession  of  the  attorney.  St.  John 
?.  DiefendoTf,  12  Wend.  261. 

An  assignment  of  his  claim  by  an  attorney  to  a  third  party 
extinguishes  his  lien,  and  a  re-assignment  to  the  attorney  will 
not  revive  it.  ChappeU  v.  Dann,  21  Barb.  17. 
*  Where  the  judgment  is  satisfied 'by  payment  to  the  judgment 
creditor,  it  is  valid  against  the  lien  of  the  attorney,  tmless  the 
attorney  has  given  notice  to  the  debtor  of  his  claim  by  way  of 
lien  to  a  portion  of  such  judgment.  Ackerman  v.  Ackerman, 
14  Abb.  229 ;  reversing  S.  C,  11  id.  256.  See,  also,  McDowell  v. 
Second  Avenue  Railroad  Co.,  4  Bosw.  670 ;  Pearl  v.  Rdbitchek, 
2  Daly,  138.  But,  where  a  settlement  is  privately  effected  be- 
tween the  parties,  with  the  design  of  preventing  the  attorney 
from  obtaining  his  costs,  the  court  will,  notwithstanding  the  set- 
tlement, allow  the  attorney  to  go  on  and  collect  the  costs  in  the 
action  in  order  that  he  may  thereby  secure  himself.  Rasquin 
V.  Knickerbocker  Stage  Co.,  21  How.  293;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  324; 
People  V.  Hardenburgh,  8  Johns.  335.;  Robbins  v.  Alexander, 
11  How.  100. 
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The  papers  on  which  an  attorney  asserts  a  lien  for  his  claim 
must  be  given  up  on  an  offer  by  the  client  to  give  security  for 
the  amount  shown  to  be  due.  OanningTiam  v.  Widing^  5  Abb. 
413 ;  In  re  Paschal^  10  Wall.  483.  And  the  acceptance  of  any 
security  for  the  claim  suspends  the  lien.  CoweU  v.  Simpson^  16 
Yes.  276.  The  acceptance  of  a  note  in  payment  has  the  same 
effect,  and  the  attorney  cannot  retain  the  client's  property  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  note.    Lambert  v.  BucJcmastery 

2  Barn.  &  Cr.  616.  If  any  property  of  the  client,  however,  re- 
mains in  the  possession  of  the  attorney,  at  the  time  the  note  is 
dishonored,  his  lien  thereon  will  be  revived.  Davies  v.  Lowndes j 

3  C.  B.  808 ;  Slecenson  v.  Blakelock,  1 M.  &  S.  536. 

Section  15.  Change  of  attorney.  The  authority  of  an  attorney 
like  that  of  any  other  agent  may  be  revoked.  Walcott,  ymu- 
chee^  3  Bing.  423.  And  the  courts  will,  on  due  proof  of  the 
client's  authority,  make  an  order  to  change  the  attorney  at  any 
stage  of  a  cause,  except  where  the  rights  of  others  would  be 
affected  by  the  revocation  of  the  attorney's  authority.  Davies 
V.  LowndeSj  3  C.  B.  808.  But,  if  the  client  is  not  acquainted 
with  the  English  language,  it  must  clearly  appear  by  the  affida- 
vits or  pax)ers  that  such  client  understood  and  consented  to  such 
change,  or  the  order  will  not  be  made.  lb.  A  party  in  an  action 
cannot  change  his  attorney  without  the  leave  of  the  court. 
McPherson  v.  Horinson^  1  Doug.  217 ;  Twort  v.  Dayrell^  13 
Ves.  Jr.  196 ;  MuTnford  v.  Murray,  Hopk.  369.  And  the  court 
in  granting  a  change  will  consult  the  rights  of  the  attorney,  and 
see  that  his  just  claims  for  his  services  are  first  discharged  or 
secured.  Hoffman  v.  Van  Nodrandj  14  Abb.  336 ;  In  re  Pa^chaZ^ 
10  Wall.  483. 

By  a  rule  of  the  supreme  court  it  is  provided,  that  "an  attor- 
ney may  be  changed  by  consent,  or  upon  cause  shown,  and  upon 
such  terms  as  shall  be  just  upon  the  application  of  the  client ; 
by  the  order  of  a  justice  of  the  court  and  not  otherwise." 
Rule  15. 

Where  attorneys  are  changed  in  an  action  the  lien  of  the 
former  attorney  on  the  papers  of  the  client  for  whatever  sum  is 
due  will  be  preserved.  Hazlett  v.  (HU,  5  Rob.  611 ;  In  re 
Paschal,  10  Wall.  483.  And  until  the  order  of  substitution  is 
regularly  entered,  and  notice  served  on  the  adverse  party,  such 
party  will  be  justified  in  treating  only  with  the  attorney  who 
first  appeared  in  the  action.    ParJcer  v.  City  of  WiUiaTmburgh^ 
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13  How.  250 ;  Mohinson  v.  McClellan^  1  id.  90.  Service  upon 
the  adverse  party*  of  notice  of  substitution  is  sufficient;  the 
order  need  not  be  served.  Bogardus  v.  Michtmeyer^  3  Abb. 
179 ;  Dorian  v.  Lewis,  7  How.  132. 

Seetion  16.  Striking  name  flrom  roll  of  attorneys.  In  addition 
to  the  penalties  already  noticed  (ant€j  243),  to  which  attorneys  may 
become  liable  by  misconduct  in  office,  they  are  also  liable  in  some 
cases  of  gross  misconduct  to  have  their  names  stricken  from  the 
roll  of  attorneys.  Thus,  where  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  word  or  oath  of  an  attorney,  he 
is  manillestly  disqualified  for  the  office,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  strike  the  name  of  the  party  from  the  roll  of  attorneys. 
Matter  of  Percy,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  661 ;  S.  C,  3 Trans.  App.  74. 

The  proper  course  of  proceeding  in  such  cases  is,  to  present 
the  evidence  of  the  facts  relied  on  to  the  court,  which  will  direct 
a  rule  to  show  cause  to  be  entered  if  a-  case  proper  for  the  action 
of  the  court  be  presented.  Arionymous,  22  Wend.  656 ;  In  re 
Petersm,  3  Paige,  510.  See  1  R.  S.  109,  §  24 ;  Laws  1871,  ch. 
486,  §  3. 

Section  17.  Be-lnstatlng  attorney.  Striking  an  attorney's  name 
off  the  roll  is  not  always  understood  to  be  a  perpetual  disability, 
and  in  some  instances  the  courts  have  permitted  him  to  be  re- 
stored, considering  the  punishment  in  the  light  of  a  suspension 
only.  The  King  v.  Qreenwood,  1  Wm.  Bla.  222;  1  Tidd's 
Pr.  89. 

ARTICLE  ni. 

SHEBIFFS. 

Section  L  How  sherilf  acquires  title  to  office.  The  sheriff  is 
an  executive  officer  of  the  different  courts  of  justice,  chosen  by 
the  electors  in  the  respective  counties  of  ^the  State,  <jnce  in  every 
three  years,  subject  to  removal  by  the  governor  for  cause  shown. 
Const,  of  1846,  art.  10,  §  1.  During  the  term  for  which  he  is 
elected,  he  is  incapacitated  from  holding  other  offices ;  and  is 
ineligible  for  re-election  as  sheriff,  during  three  years,  after  his 
term  of  office,  as  such,  expires.  1  R.  S.  112,  §  48.  In  case  of 
his  removal  from  office  or  death,  the  governor  may  supply  the 
vacancy  until  the  next  election.    1  R.  S.  123,  §  43 ;  id.  124,  §  49. 

Seetion  2.  General  nature  of  the  office.  In  his  ministerial 
capacity  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  execute  and  enforce  the 

32 
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various  orders  and  processes  issued  by  the  courts  of  record, 
summon  juries  for  the  trial  of  causes  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
such  courts,  and  upon  the  determination  of  a  cause  he  must  see 
the  judgment  of  the  court  carried  into  execution.  To  him  is 
committed  the  custody  of  the  jails  within  his  county,  and  of  the 
prisoners  confined  therein.    1  R.  S.  380,  §  76. 

In  this  State  the  sheriff  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  a  judicial 
officer,  being  unauthorized  to  hold  any  court  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  except  to  execute  writs  of  inquiry,  and  such  special 
writs  as  may  be  directed  to  him,  pursuant  to  any  statute,  and 
in  the  cases  provided  by  law  to  inquire  into  any  claim  to  prop- 
erty seized  or  levied  upon  by  him.     2  R.  S.  286,  §  68.  . 

The  sheriff  of  every  county  is  required  to  keep  an  office  in 
some  proper  place,  in  the  city  or  village  in  which  the  county 
courts  are  held,  of  which  he  must  file  a  notice  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  county,  such  office  to  be  kept  open  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business,  during  the  hours  and  on  the  days  prescribed 
by  statute  in  relation  to  clerk's  offices.    2  R.  S.  285,  §§  64,  55. 

Section  3.  Coroners^  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  ^  there  be  no  under-sheriff,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
county  judge  to  appoint  one  of  the  coroners  to  execute  the  office 
until  a  new  sheriff  shall  have  qualified.  1  R.  S.  380,  §  78.  And 
a  coroner  is  also  empowered  to  act  in  this  capacity  in  cases  where 
the  sheriff  is  disqualified  by  reason  of  being  a  party  to  the  pro- 
ceedings.   2  R.  S.  441,  §  84. 

The  duties  and  liabilities  of  a  coroner  thus  acting  as  sheriff 
are  the  same  as  those  of  the  latter  officer,  except,  if  he  be  re- 
quired to  arrest  the  sheriff,  he  may  confine  him  in  any  house 
other  than  that  of  the  sheriff,  or  the  county  jail,  and  if  he  ar- 
rest any  person  at  the  suit  of  the  sheriff  he  may  commit  such 
person  to  the  county  jail,  and  will  then  not  be  responsible  for  an 
escape.    2  ^.  S.  442,  §|  84,  87,  92. 

^Section  4.  Deputies.  A  sheriff  is  bound  to  appoint  an  under- 
sheriff,  who  holds  during  his  pleasure,  and  succeeds  to  all  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  sheriff  during  his  absence,  disability, 
etc.,  but  for  ordinary  purposes,  the  powers  of  the  under-sheriff 
are  the  same  as  those  of  any  deputy.    1  R.  S.  379,  §§  71,  72. 

He  may  appoint  as  many  deputies  as  he  pleases,  and  he  and 
the  under-sheriff  may  also  depute  persons  to  do  particular  acts^ 
1  R.  S.  379,  §§  73,  74.  The  sheriff  is  liable  in  civU  actions  for  all 
the  acts  of  Ms  deputies,  done  in  the  usual  course  of  their  busl- 
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ness  as  deputies,  prescribed  by  law,  even  including  their  acts  of 
willful  misconduct.  People  v.  Schuyler^  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst. )  181 ; 
Pond  Y.  Leman^  45  Barb.  152 ;  Sanderson  v.  Baker ^  2  Wm.  Bla. 
832 ;  Woodgate  v.  KnatcKbvll,  2  T.  R.  154. 

Section  6«  Elisors.  In  case  both  sheriff  and  coroner  be  parties 
to  a  suit,  or  if  an  attachment  issue  against  the  coroner  for  not 
returning  process,  or  not  attaching  the  sheriff,  the  process  of  the 
court  must  issue  to  persons  specially  appointed  by  the  court,  and 
styled  elisors.  People  v.  Palmer^  1  Cow.  32 ;  Regina  v.  Sheriff 
of  Glamorgan^  1  Dowl.  N.  S.  308 ;  Mayor  of  Norwich  v.  Oill^  1 
Dowl.  P.  C.  246 ;  Andrews  v.  Sharp,  2  Wm.  Bla.  911. 

Section  6.  Disabilities  of  sheriffs.  No  sheriff,  under-sheriff, 
deputy-sheriff,  sheriff's  clerk,  or  coroner,  shall,  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office,  practice  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  of  law 
or  equity  in  this  State.  1  R.  S.  109,  §  27.  A  sheriff  and  his  dep- 
uties, or  any  other  officer  concerned  in  the  process  of  the  court, 
are  also  disqualified  for  becoming  bail  for  any  party  in  an  action. 
Bailey  v.  Warden,  20  Johns.  129 ;  Bolland  v.  Pritchard,  2  Wm. 
Bla.  799 ;  Boly  v.  BrooshofU  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  359 ;  and  neither 
can  a  sheriff  nor  deputy-sheriff  execute  final  process  in  his  own 
favor.  Mills  v.  Young,  23  Wend.  315 ;  Carpenter  v.  Stillwell,  11 
K  Y.  (1  Kern.)  61 ;  or  purchase  any  property  whatever,  directly  or 
indirectly,  at  any  sale  conducted  by  said  sheriff  or  deputy,  under 
an  execution  directed  to,  or  held  by,  either  of  them ;  and  all 
such  purchases  are  void.    2  R.  S.  370,  §  41. 

No  sheriff  or  other  officer  is  permitted  to  take  any  borid,  obli- 
gation or  security,  by  color  of  his  office,  in  any  other  case  or 
manner  than  such  as  are  provided  by  law ;  and  any  such  bond, 
etc.,  taken  contrary  to  this  provision  shall  be  void.  2  R.  S.  286, 
§59 ;  People  v.  Meighan,  1  Hill,  298 ;  Barik  ofBvffalo  v.  Bough- 
ton,  21  Wend.  68. 

Section  8.  Liabilities  of  sheriffs.  The  sheriff,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  must  execute  an  official  bond  for 
the  due  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  the  penalty  of  $20,000  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  $10,000  in  other  counties.  1  R.  S. 
378,  §§  67,  68. 

In  the  execution  of  process  directed  to  him,  the  sheriff  acts  on 
his  own  responsibility,  and  is  bound  to  exercise  the  utmost  dili- 
gence. Bowie  V.  Brahe,  2  Abb.  161.  He  is  entitled,  however, 
tfc  the  ordinary  presumption  in  favor  of  the  proper  performance 
of  his  official  duties  {Smith  v.  Hill,  22  Barb.  656) ;  and  is  not 


252  OFFICERS  OF  COURTS. 

How  clerks  aoqniie  title  to  office — Their  daties. 

responsible  for  acts  done  by  him  within  the  limits  of  his  author- 
ity, when  acting  under  process  regular  on  its  face.  Cross  v. 
Phelps^  16  Barb.  602 ;  LaTudt  v.  HiUs,  19  id.  283. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

CLEBES. 

Section  1.  How  clerks  acquire  title  to  office.  Clerks,  like 
sheriffs,  are  elective  officers,  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the 
respective  counties  for  the  term  of  three  years,  subject  to  removal 
by  the  governor,  who  is  also  empowered  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
may  occur  in  the  office,  by  an  appointment,  until  the  next  elec- 
tion. Const.,  art.  10 ;  1  B.  S.  124,  §  49.  The  court  of  appeals 
appoints  its  own  clerk,  and  also  possesses  the  power  of  removal. 
Const,  art.  6,  §  2.  Clerks  of  the  several  counties  are  clerks  of 
the  supreme  court.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  20.    See  Code,"  §  466. 

Section  2.  General  nature  and  duties  of  the  office.  These 
officers  are  intrusted  with  a  very  important  class  of  duties,  the 
due  performance  of  which  constitutes  an  essential  feature  in  the 
proceedings  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice  in  oujp 
courts  of  record.  In  general,  they  l^ave  the  custody  of  the  seals 
of  their  respective  courts,  and  they  are  authorized  to  impress 
such  seal  upon  all  writs  and  process  which  the  law  requires  them 
to  seal  in  actions  and  other  proceedings ;  and  all  pleadings,  affi- 
davits, rules,  records,  etc.,  are  required  to  be  filed  or  entered  in 
their  offices.  During  term,  it  is  their  duty  to  attend  court,  take 
minutes  of  its  proceedings,  administer  oaths  when  necessary,  and 
to  enter  all  special  rules,  orders  and  judgments  made  by  the 
court-  1  P.  &  Du.  Prac.  169.  Under  the  Code  numerous  duties 
are  imposed  upon  the  clerk  of  the  court,  partaking  partiy  of  a 
judicial  nature  ;  thus,  on  the  entry  of  judgment  by  default,  in 
an  action  on  contract  for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  he  assesses 
the  amount  of  that  recovery.  Code,  §  246,  sub.  1.  He  enters 
up  judgment  upon  a  confession,  or  upon  an  offer  if  accepted 
(Code,  §§  384,  385),  and  is  charged  with  the  computation  of  in- 
terest and  the  adjustment  of  costs  upon  the  enti^  of  judgment 
of  whatever  nature.  Code,  §§  310,  311 ;  Yan  SchaicJc  v.  Winne^ 
8  How.  6.  The  authority  of  the  clerk,  however,  to  tax  costs  is 
confined  to  costs  on  a  judgment,  and  does  not  extend  to  thos^ 
of  an  interlocutory  nature.    JVellis  v.  De  Forest^  6  How.  413 ; 
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Morrison  v.  Ide^  4  id-  304 ;  Eckhrson  v.  Spoor ^  id.  361 ;  S.  C, 
3  Code  B.  70.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  make  up  the 
jadgment  roll,  on  the  entry  of  judgment,  in  all  cases.  Code, 
§  281 ;  Earle  v.  Barnard^  22  How.  437 ;  Heinemann  v.  Water- 
huryy  5  Bosw.  686 ;  JReaouil  v.  Harris^  2  Sandf.  641 ;  S.  C,  1 
Code  R.  125 ;  2  id.  71.  And  he  is  bound  to  keep,  among  the 
records  of  the  court,  a  book  for  the  entry  of  judgments  (Code, 
§  279) ;  also,  a  complete  register  of  all  suits  and  proceedings 
pending,  and  such  other  books  as  may  be  necessary.  Supreme 
Court  Rule  11. 

Section  3.  OfBee  hours.  The  clerk  is  required  to  keep  his 
office  continually  open  for  certain  specific  hours  during  the  day. 
2  R.  S.  285,  §  54. 

In  the  county  of  New  York  these  hours  are  from  9  a.  m.  to  4 

p.  M. 

In  the  other  counties  from  8  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.,  between  the  31st 
of  March  and  the  1st  of  October ;  and  for  the  other  six  months 
from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.;  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted.  Laws 
of  1860,  ch.  276. 

Judgments  must  be  entered  or  docketed  within  legal  hours, 
and  at  no  other  time.    Supreme  Court  Rule  12. 

Section  4.  Deputy  clerks.  Each  county  clerk  must  appoint  a 
deputy,  to  act  in  case  of  the  incapacity  or  absence  of  the  clerk, 
or  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy ;  but  the  powers  of  the  deputy 
cease  on  the  vacancy  being  filled  by  appointment.  1  R.  S. 
876,  §§  56-59 ;  People  v.  Snedeker,  14  N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  62.  A 
deputy  clerk  is  authorized  to  perform  any  ordinary  ministerial 
act  in  the  absence  of  the  clerk,  and  such  act  will  be  valid,  with- 
out stating  the  absence  of  the  clerk.  Lucas  v.  Trustees  of 
Second  Baptist  Chwrch  and  Society  of  Village  of  Oeneva,  4 
How.  353 ;  Lynch  v.  Living ston^  6  N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  422. 

Section  5.  Bisqualifleafion  of  clerk.  No  clerk  or  deputy 
clerk  of  any  court  can,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  practice 
in  such  court  as  a  counselor,  solicitor  or  attorney.  1  R.  S.  109, 
§26. 

ARTICLE  V. 

BEPOBTERS. 

Seetian  L  How  appointed.  This  officer  of  the  court  was  for- 
merly appointed  by  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  attor- 
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ney-general.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  224.  But  now  the  court  of 
appeals  has  the  appointment  and  removal  of  its  own  reporter. 
Const,  art.  6,  §  2.  And  the  "supreme  court  reporter"  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  governor,  secretary  of  state  and  attorney- 
general,  to  hold  office  for  five  years,  subject  to  removal  by  the 
concurrent  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  Laws  of 
1869,  ch.  99. 

Section  2.  General  duties  of  the  office.  The  general  duties 
attached  to  the  office  of  reporter  are  the  selection,  preparation 
.and  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  respective  courts  to 
which  they  are  appointed,  and  to  enable  him  to  perform  his 
duty,  the  judges  of  the  court  must  deliver  to  him  their  written 
opinions  in  all  causes  in  which  they  shall  order  the  opinion  to 
be  reported. 

ARTICLE  VL 

STENOQEAPHERS. 

Section  1.  How  appointed.  Stenographers  receive  their  ap- 
pointment from  the  courts,  and  hold  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  same.  The  surrogate  of  the  county  of  New  York  is 
authorized  to  appoint  a  stenographer  to  the  surrogate's  court  of 
said  county,  who  shall  hold  his  position  during  good  behavior, 
and  so  long  as  he  efficiently  discharges  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Code,  §  256. 

Section  2.  Nature  and  duties  of  the  office.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  stenographer  to  take  full  stenographic  notes  of  all  proceed- 
ings in  every  trial,  and  to  furnish  copies  of  the  evidence  and  pro- 
ceedings when  required,  for  all  of  which  services  he  shall  be 
paid  a  fixed  salary,  or  receive  a  designated  compensation.  Code, 
§  256. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

CBIERS. 

Section  1.  Duties  of  criers.  These  officers  are  appointed  by 
their  respective  courts,  and  hold  office  during  their  pleasure.  It 
is  their  duty  to  open  and  adjourn  the  court  by  proclamation, 
attend  upon  its  sittings,  call  parties,  jurors  and  witnesses,  when 
necessary,  and  to  perform  other  miscellaneous  services. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

OPPICEBS  AUTHORIZED    TO    ADMIKI8TER    OATHS,    AND    TAKE    ACK^'OWL- 

EDGHENT  OF  DEEDS. 

Section  1.  Commissioner  of  deeds.  A  general  power  for  the 
administration  of  oaths  in  suits  and  proceedings  is  conferred  by 
statute,  upon  a  judge  of  tiny  court  of  record,  any  circuit  judge, 
supreme  court  commissioner,  commissioner  of  deeds,  or  clerk  of 
a  court  of  record ;  and  when  so  taken  and  certified  by  any  of 
the  above  officers,  such  oath  or  affidavit  may  be  used  in  any 
court  within  the  State,  or  before  any  judicial  or  other  officer, 
before  whom  any  such  cause,  matter  or  proceeding  may  be  pend- 
ing.   2  R.  S.  284,  §  49. 

Commissioners  of  deeds  are  appointed  in  the  several  cities,  and 
in  addition  to  their  power  to  administer  oaths,  as  above  noticed, 
they  have  power  to  take  the  proof  and  acknowledgment  of  con- 
Teyances  of  real  estate,  and  the  discharge  of  mortgages,  and 
also,  to  take  the  acknowledgments  of  bail,  and  of  satisfaction 
of  judgments  in  the  supreme  court,  or  in  the  courts  of  the 
county  or  city  for  which  they  are  appointed.  2  R.  S.  282,  283, 
§41. 

The  office  of  commissioner  of  deeds  has  been  abolished  in  the 
several  towns  in  the  State,  and  their  powers  and  duties  trans- 
ferred to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  such  towns.  Laws  of  1840, 
ch.  238.  The  authority  of  these  several  officers  is  strictly  local, 
and  no  affidavits  can  be  taken  by  them  outside  the  county  of 
their  appointment  Sandland  v.  Adams ^  2  How.  127 ;  Davis  v. 
Rich^  id.  86,  181 ;  Cook  v.  Staats^  18  Barb.  407 ;  Lane  v.  Morse, 
6  How.  394.  Formerly,  judges  of  courts  of  record  might  take 
affidavits  in  any  county  in  the  State,  if  they  acted  as  mere 
supreme  court  commissioners.  Hopkins  v.  Menderback,  5  Johns. 
234.  But  where  the  venue  in  an  affidavit  is  in  one  county,  a 
county  judge  or  recorder  of  another  county  cannot  take  the 
affidavit,  as  he  has  no  jurisdiction.  Davis  v.  Hick,  2  How.  86 ; 
Snyder  v.  Olmsted,  id.  181. 

Seetion  2.  Notaries  public.  All  the  powers  of  commissioners 
of  deeds  are  now  possessed  by  notaries  public  of  this  State,  in 
addition  to  their  former  powers,  and  without  official  seal.  Laws 
of  1859,  ch.  360. 
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Section  3.  Officers  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States.    A 

special  power  to  take  affidavits  is  also  conferred  upon  persons 
holding  the  rank  of  colonel,  or  any  higher  rank  in  the  New  York 
State  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
upon  any  commissioned  officer  in  said  service  who  is  a  counselor 
of  the  supreme  court  in  this  State.    Laws  of  1862,  ch.  471. 

Section  i.  Disqualiflcations.  The  attorney  on  record  in  any 
cause  is  disqualified  from  administering  an  oath  in  such  cause. 
People  V.  Spalding^  2  Paige,  327 ;  Taylor  v.  Hatch,  12  Johns. 
840 ;  GilTnore  v.  Hempstead^  4  How.  163.  This  rule,  however, 
does  not  extend  to  counsel  employed,  or  to  any  one  except  the 
attorney  of  record.  ITallenbaok  v.  Whitakerj  17  Johns.  2 ;  Post 
V.  ColemaUj  -9  How.  64. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

SPECIAL  OFFICEBS,  ETC.,  APPOINTED. 

Section  1.  Receivers^  etc.  Receivers,  committees  of  the  person 
or  estate  of  lunatics,  and  guardians,  are  to  a  certain  extent  qual- 
ified officers  of  the  court,  and  so  are  the  depositaries  of  moneys 
brought  into  court  In  the  absence  of  special  directions  on  the 
subject,  the  authorized  depositary  of  such  moneys  is  the  county 
treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the  action  is  triable,  and,  in 
New  York,  the  chamberlain  of  that  city.    1  B.  S.  869-371. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  SUPREME  COUBT. 

ARTICLE  L 

ITS  OEGAI^IZATIOK. 

Section  1.  Judges.  The  several  courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  supreme  court,  owe  their  existence  to  that  clause 
of  the  constitution,  which  declares  that  "the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in 
such  inferior  courts  as  the  congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
and  establish."    U.  S.  Const.,  art.  3,  §  1. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized by, congress,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  conferred  by  the 
CQnstitution,  consists  of  a  chief  justice  and  eight  associate  jus- 
tices, six  of  whom  are  required  to  constitute  a  quorum.  Act  of 
Cong.,  April  10,  1869 ;  16  U.  S.  Stat,  at  Large,  44.  They  are 
appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  U.  S.  Const.,  art.  2,  §  2.  Their 
respective  terms  of  office  shall  continue  during  good  behavior, 
and  for  their  services  they  shall  receive  a  compensation  which 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  thei^;  continuance  in  office.  U.  S. 
Const,  art.  3,  §  1. 

Section  2.  OflBcers.  The  principal  officers  of  the  supreme  court 
are  attorneys  and  counselors,  clerk  and  marshal.  Attorneys  and 
counselors  are  admitted  to  practice  under  certain  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  court,  but  the  two  degrees  of  attorney  and  counsel 
are  kept  separate,  and  no  person  is  permitted  to  practice  both  as 
attorney  and  counselor  in  this  court.  1  Kent' s  Com.  307.  It  is 
one  of  the  duties  of  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  to 
prosecute  and  conduct  all  suits  in  the  supreme  court  in  which 
the  United  States  shall  be  concerned.    Act  of  Sept.,  1789. 

The  clerk  is  appointed  by  the  court,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  oath  of  office,  is  obliged  to  give  security  to  the  public 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty.  He  has  the  custody  of 
the  seal  and  records,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  sign  and  seal  all  pro- 
cess, and  to  record  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the  court. 

Act  of  Cong.,  Sept.  24,  1789,  §  7. 
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A  marshal  is  also  appointed  by  the  court,  who  shall  take  charge 
of  all  property  of  the  United  States  used  by  said  court  or  its 
members,  and  shall  serve  and  execute  aU  process  and  orders 
issuing  out  of  said  court,  or  made  by  any  justice  thereof.  Sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  chief  justice,  he  may  appoint  assist- 
ants and  messengers.  Act  of  Cong.,  March  2, 1867 ;  14  U.  S.  Stat. 
at  Large,  433. 

Section  3.  Time  and  place  of  sitting.  The  court  holds  one 
term  annually  in  the  city  of  Washington,  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  and  continued  at  discretion.  Acts  of 
Cong.,  April  29,  1802 ;  May  4,  1826 ;  June  17,  1844.  The  first 
Monday  in  August  of  each  year  is  appointed  as  a  return  day. 
Act  of  April  29,  1802. 


ARTICLE  IL 

rra  CIVIL  JURISDICTIOK. 

Section  1.  Original  jnrisdiction.  The  original  jurisdiction  of 
the  supreme  court  is  derived  from  the  constitution,  and  is  con- 
fined by  that  instrument  to  those  cases  which  aflfect  ambassadors, 
other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  and  to  those  in  which  a 
State  is  a  party.  Art.  3,  §  2.  Congress  has  no  power  to  enlarge 
this  jurisdiction,  or  to  extend  it  to  cases  other  than  those  enum- 
erated in  the  constitution.  1  Kent's  Com.  315.  The  trial  of 
issues  of  fact,  in  the  supreme  court  in  all  actions  at  law  against 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  by  jury.  Act  of  Cong., 
Sept  24,  1789,  §  13. 

Section  2.  Appellate  jurisdiction.  The  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  the  supreme  court  vested  by  the  constitution  (art  3,  §  2) 
extends  in  certain  cases  over  final  decisions  in  the  State  courts, 
but  it  has  no  power  to  review  its  own  decisions,  either  at  law  or 
in  equity.  Washington  Bridge  Co.  v.  Stewart,  3  How.  (U.  S.) 
413.  It  also  has  jurisdiction  on  an  appeal  from  the  final  decrees 
of  the  circuit  courts,  of  the  district  courts  exercising  the  powers 
of  circuit  courts,  and  of  the  superior  courts  of  territones  exer- 
cising the  powers  of  circuit  courts  in  certain  cases.  2  Boav. 
Inst.  48.  In  those  cases  where  original  jurisdiction  is  given  to 
the  supreme  court,  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  can- 
not be  exercised  in  its  appellate  form.  Oshorn  v.  Barik  qf 
United  StateSy  9  Wheat.  738.    When  the  case  comes  before  the 


OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  SUPREME  COURT.     259 

Prohibition  and  mandamoB — Concurrent  jurisdiction. 

supreme  court,  the  principle  or  points  on  which  the  judges  were 
divided  will  only  be  considered.  Wayman  v.  Southard,  10 
Wheat.  21. 

Section  3.  Prohibition  and  mandamus.  The  power  of  the 
supreme  court  to  issue  writs  of  prohibition  and  mandamus  was 
given  by  the  judiciary  act  of  September  24,  1789,  section  13. 
By  this  act  it  has  power  to  issue  writs  of  prohibition  to  the  dis- 
trict courts,  when  proceeding  as  courts  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  and  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  in  cases  warranted 
by  the  principles  and  usages  of  law  to  any  court  or  person 
appointed,  or  holding  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  That  part  of  the  section  which  gives  power  to  issue 
writs  of  mandamus  to  ^^  persons  holding  office  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States ' '  has  been  declared  void.  Marbury  v. 
MadisQUy  1  Cranch,  175. 


AilTICLE  m. 

COKOUBSBKT   JUBISDIOTIOK. 

Sectidn  1.  In  what  cases.  The  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  inferior  federal 
courts  and  with  the  State  courts,  in  all  cases  in  law  or  equity, 
arising  under  the  constitution,  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States ;  or  where  an  alien  sues  for  tort  in  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations. 

Cases  wherein  the  United  States  are  plaintiffs ;  or  wherein 
foreign  ambassadors,  consuls,  etc.,  are  plaintiffs. 

Controversies  wherein  a  State  is  plaintiff  and  individuals  are 
defendants,  or  a  State  defendant  and  its  own  citizens. 

Controversies  between  citizens  of  different  States,  or  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State,  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  differ- 
ent States. 

Controversies  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereoi^  and  a 
foreign  State,  or  between  citizens  and  aliens. 

State  courts  can  exercise  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  fed- 
eral courts  only  in  those  cases  where  previous  to  the  constitution 
they  possessed  jurisdiction  independent  of  national  authority. 
1  Kent's  Com.  397. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

ARTICLE  L 

ITS  ORGANIZATION. 

Section  1.  Judges  and  eirenits.  The  circuit  courts  are  the 
principal  inferior  courts  established  by  congress,  under  the 
judiciary  act  of  the  24th  of  September,  1789.  From  time  to 
time  as  new  States  have  been  admitted,  the  number  and  bound- 
aries of  the  circuits  have  been  changed ;  but  at  present  there  are 
nine  circuit  courts  which  have  jurisdiction  respectively  over 
their  own  circuits.     2  Bouv.  Inst.  53. 

The  chief  justice  and  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  are  allotted  among  the  circuits  by 
order  of  the  court ;  and,  whenever  a  new  allotment  phall  be 
required  or  found  expedient  by  reason  of  alteration  of  one  or 
more  circuits,  or  of  the  new  appointment  of  a  chief  justice  or 
associate*  justice,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  make  the  same,  and,  if  a  new  allotment  shall  become  neces- 
sary at  any  other  time  than  during  the  term,  such  allotment 
shall  be  made  by  the  chief  justice,  and  shall  be  binding  until  tlie 
next  term,  and  until  a  new  allotment  by  the  court.  Act  of 
Cong.,  March  2,  1867,  ch.  156,  §  11. 

A  circuit  judge  is  appointed  for  each  of  the  nine  circuits,  who 
shall  reside  therein,  with  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction  as  the 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  allotted  to  the  circuit.  The  circuit 
courts  are  held  by  the  justice  of  the  supreme  court  allotted  to 
the  circuit,  by  the  circuit  judge,  or  by  the  district  judge  sitting 
alone,  or  by  any  two  of  them.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice, and  of  each  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  to  attend  at  least 
one  term  of  the  circuit  court  in  each  district  of  his  circuit  during 
every  period  of  two  years.    Act  of  Cong.,  April  10, 1869,  ch.  22. 

Section  2.  OfBcers.  The  principal  oflBicers  of  the  circuit  courts 
are  the  clerk,  attorneys  and  marshal. 

The  clerk  is  appointed  by  the  circuit  judge,  and  his  duties 
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are  to  issue  writs,  make  and  keep  all  the  records  of  the  court. 
Act  of  Cong.,  April  UO,  1869,  ch.  22. ' 

The  district  attorney  is  an  officer  appointed  by  the  president, 
hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  His  duty  is 
to  prosecute,  in  the  district  for  which  he  is  appointed,  all  delin- 
quents for  crimes  and  offenses  cognizable  under  the  authority  of 
ttie  United  States,  and  all  civil  actions  in  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  concerned,  except  in  the  supreme  court  in  the 
district  in  which  that  court  shall  be  held.  Act  of  Cong.,  Sept. 
24,  1789,  §  36 ;  May  15,  1820. 

The  marshal  of  the  district  where  the  court  sits  is  the  minis- 
terial officer  of  the  circuit  court. 

Section  3.  Terms  of  court.  A  circuit  court  is  held  twice  a  year 
in  each  district  of  the  circuits,  by  both  judges,  or  by  one  only 
if  the  other  does  not  attend.    Act  of  Cong.,  April  29,  1802. 


ARTICLE  II. 

ITS  CIVIL  JT7EISDICTI0N. 

Seetiim  1.  Original  jurisdiction.  The  circuit  courts  have  been 
vested  by  statute  with  original  jurisdiction,  concurrent  with  the 
courts  of  the  several  States,  of  all  suits  of  a  civil  nature  at  com- 
mon law  or  in  equity  where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds, 
exclusive  of  costs,  the  sum  or  value  of  $500  and  the  United 
States  are  plaintiffs,  or  an  alien  is  a  party,  and  the  suit  is 
between  a  citizen  of  the  State  where  the  suit  is  brought  and 
a  citizen  of  another  State.  Act  of  Cong.,  Sept.  24,  1789,  ch. 
20j  §  2.  These  courts  have  also  original  cognizance  of  aU  suits 
arising  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  under 
any  law  of  the  United  States  relative  to  copyrights  and  patent 
rights  growing  out  of  inventions  and  discoveries,  and  to  protect 
such  rights  by  injunction.  Acts  of  April  17,  1800,  ch.  25,  §  3 ; 
February  15,  1819,  §  1.  The  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  patents 
and  copyrights  applies  without  fixing  any  amount  as  the  limit, 
or  as  to  the  character  of  the  parties ;  and  in  general,  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  these  courts — it  is  limited — and,  like  all  other 
courts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  the  facts  or  circumstances  which 
give  jurisdiction  should  appear  upon  the  record  either  expressly 
or  by  necessary  implication.  Turner  v.  The  Bank  of  JVbrth 
America^  4  Dall.  11. 
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Section  2.  Appellate  jurisdiction.  The  circiiit  courts  have 
appellate  jarisdiction  from'  all  final  decrees  and  judgments  in 
the  district  courts  where  the  matter  in  dispute,  exclusive  of 
costs,  exceeds  $60.  Act  of  Cong.,' Sept.  24,  1789.  Appellate 
jurisdiction  is  exercised  by  means  of  writs  of  error ;  appeals  from 
the  district  courts  in  admiralty  and  .maritime  jurisdiction ;  cer- 
tiorari ;  or  procedendo.  2  Bac.  Abr.  812.  Appeals  from  the  dis- 
trict to  the  circuit  court  take  place  generally  in  civil  causes  of 
admiralty  or  maritime  jurisdiction.    2  Bouv.  Inst  68. 

Section  3.  By  remoyal  of  causes.  The  right  of  removing  a  suit 
in  certain  cases,  from  a  State  court  to  the  circuit  oouri;  of  the  dis- 
trict, is  given  by  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  The  cases  in  which 
the  right  of  removal  may  be  exercised  are  specified  in  the  above 
act    See  also  Act  of  Cong.,  March  S,  1863. 

Section  4.  Mandamus*  The  power  of  the  circuit  court  to  issue 
a  mandamus  is  confined  exclusively  to  cases  in  which  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  a  jurisdiction  already  existing ; 
as,  for  instance,  if  the  court  below  refuse  to  proceed  to  judgment, 
there  a  mandamus  in  the  nature  of  a  procedendo  may  issue. 
Mclntire  v.  Wood^  7  Cranch,  604.  The  circuit  court  may  issue 
writs  of  habeas  corpus  when  any  person  is  restrained  of  his  liberty 
in  violation  of  the  constitution,  treaties  or  laws  of  the  United 
States.    Act  of  Cong.,  Feb.  6,  1767. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT. 

ARTICLE  I. 

ITS  OROAKIZATION. 

Seeticm  1*  Judges.  The  United  States  are  divided  into  diBtricts» 
in  eaoh  of  which  is  a  coart  called  a  district  court,  which  is  to 
oonsist  of  one  judge,  who  is  to  reside  in  the  district  for  which 
he  is  appointed,  and  to  hold  annnaHy  four  sessionB.  Act  of 
Cong.,  Sept.  S4,  1789. 

Sectfon  2.  Offleers.  The  principal  officers  of  the  district  courts 
are,  the  clerk,  attorneys  and  marshal,  whose  respective  duties 
are  the  same  as  those  of  similar  officers  in  the  circuit  courts. 
See  ch.  4,  art.  1,  §  2,  arUe,  260,  261. 

ARTICLE  II. 

ITS  CIVIL  JURISDICTION. 

Section  1.  Original  jurisdiction.  The  civil  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  courts  extends  to  admiralty  and  maritime  ca.uses;  to 
cases  of  8ei2ure  on  land  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  suits  for  p^ialties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  those  laws  ; 
to  cases  in  which  an  alien  sues  for  a  tort  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  or  of  a  treaty  of  the  United  States ;  to  suits  instituted 
by  the  United  States ;  to  actions  by  and  against  consuls,  and  to 
certain  cases  in  equity.    Act  of  Cong.,  Sept.  24,  .1789,  §  9. 

Seetion  2.  Admiralty.  The  original  admiralty  jurisdiction  of 
the  district  courts  is  exclusive ;  and  within  it  is  comprehended, 
prize  suits,  cases  of  salvage,  actions  for  torts,  and  actions  on 
maritime  contracts.    2  Bouv.  Inst.  62. 

Seetim  3.  Marine  torts.  The  district  court  has  jurisdiction 
over  all  cases  of  tort,  or  injuries  committed  upon  the  high  seasi 
and  in  ports  and  harbors  within  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide. 
Martin  v.  Hunter*  9  Lessee^  1  Wheat  804 ;  The  Amiable  Nancys 
3  id.  546.    Thus  the  district  court  as  a  court  of  admiralty  has 
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jurisdiction  to  redress  personal  wrongs  committed  on  a  passen- 
ger, on  the  high  seas,  by  the  master  of  a  vessel,  whether  those 
wrongs  be  by  direct  force  or  consequential  injuries.  Charriber- 
lain  V.  Chandler,  3  Mason's  C  C.  242. 

Section  4.  Maritime  contracts.  The  district  court  has  a 
jurisdiction,  concurrent  with  the  common-law  courts,  over  all 
maritime  contracts,  wheresoever  the  same  may  be  made  or 
executed,  or  whatsoever  be  the  form  of  the  contract.  De  Lovio 
V.  Boit,  2  Gkill.  C.  C.  398.  Contracts  regulated  by  the  common 
law  are  excluded  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty,  by  the 
seventh  amendment  to  the  constitution.  Bains  y.  TkeJameSj 
Baldw.  C.  C.  544.  Unless  a  contract  be  essentially  maritime, 
the  jurisdiction  does  not  attach.     TJie  Jeffersony  10  Wheat.  428. 

Section  5.  Concurrent  jurisdiction.  The  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  district  court  with  the  State  courts,  or  the  circuit 
court,  as  the  case  may  be,  extends  to  causes  where  an  alien  sues 
for  a  tort  committed  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  of  a 
treaty  of  the  United  States  ;  and  of  all  suits  at  common  law,  in 
which  the  United  States  are  plaintiff,  and  the  matter  in  dispute 
amounts,  exclusive  of  costs,  to  $100.  Act  of  Cong,,  Sept. 
24,  1789,  ch.  20,  §  9. 

Section  6.  Actions  by  and  against  consuls.  The  district  court 
has  jurisdiction  of  actions  by  and  against  consuls  or  vice-consuls, 
exclusively  of  the  courts  of  the  several  States,  except  for 
offenses  where  other  punishment  than  a  fine  exceeding  $100 
or  a  term  of  imprisonment  exceeding  six  months  is  in- 
flicted. Formerly,  in  offenses  above  this  description,  the 
circuit  court  alone  had  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  consuls.  CoTn- 
monweaUh  v.  Kosloffy  5  Serg.  &  Bawle,  646.  But,  by  the  act  of 
August  23,  1842,  the  district  courts  shall  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  the  circuit  courts,  of  all  crimes  and  offenses  against 
the  United  States,  the  punishment  of  which  is  not  capital. 

Section  7.  Iigunetion.  The  judges  of  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  have,  in  cases  where  the  party  has  not  had  a 
reasonable  time  to  apply  to  the  circuit  court,  as  full  power  to 
grant  writs  of  injunction  to  operate  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts as  is  exercised  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
to  continue  until  the  next  circuit  court.  Act  of  Feb.  13,  1807, 
ch.  13,  §1.*  Further  power  to  grant  injunctions  in  particular 
cases  is  given  by  act  of  May  16,  1820,  ch.  107,  §§  4,  6. 
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Sections.  Bankruptcy.  By  the  bankrupt  law,  the  district 
courts  are  vested  with  original  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and 
proceedings  in  bankruptcy,  and  they  shall  always  be  open  as 
courts  of  bankruptcy.  The  discharge  of  the  bankrupt  is  granted 
by  the  judge  of  the  district  court.  Act  of  Cong.,  March  2, 1867, 
eh.  176. 

Section  9.  Habeas  corpus.  The  judges  of  the  district  courts 
may  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  commitment.  Act  of  Sept.  24,  1789.  And  by 
subsequent  acts,  they  have  power  to  issue  writs,  take  deposi- 
tions, make  rules  and  the  like. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

OP  THE  REMOVAL  OP  CAUSES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES 

CIRCUIT  COURT. 


ARTICLE  I. 

IK  WHAT  CASES. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  power  to  remove  a  canse  from  a 
State  court  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
ferred by  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  By  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  the  power  of  removal  may  be  exercised  in  cases  where  a 
suit  is  brought  against  an  alien,  or  by  ^  citizen  of  the  State  in 
which  the  suit  is  brought  against  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and 
the  value  of  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds,  exclusive  of  costs, 
$500 ;  and  in  controversies  between  citizens  of  the  same  State 
claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States.  Act  of  Cong., 
Sept.  24,  1789,  ch.  20,  §  12. 

Subsequent  acts  of  congress  further  provide  that,  where  a 
suit  or  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  in  a  court  of  any  State 
against  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person,  for  or 
on  account  of  any  act  done  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  under  color  thereof,  or  for  or  on  account  of  any  right, 
authority,  or  titie  set  up  or  claimed  by  such  officer,  or  other  per- 
son, under  any  such  law  of  the  United  States,  such  action  may  be 
removed  to  the  circuit  court  and  the  proceedings  in  the  State 
court  shall  be  stayed,  and  if  the  defendant  has  been  arrested  the 
circuit  court  shall  issue  a  habeas  corpus.  Act  of  Cong.,  March 
2,1833. 

If  any  suit  is  commenced  in  any  State  court  against  any  officer 
or  other  person  for  any  arrests  or  acts  done  by  him  during  the 
rebellion  of  1861,  by  virtue  or  under  color  of  any  authority 
derived  from,  or  exercised  by,  or  under  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  act  of  congress,  such  suit  may  be  removed 
to  the  circuit  court.  Acts  of  Cong.,  March  3, 1863,  May  11,  1866, 
January  22,  1869. 

If  a  suit  is  brought  in  any  State  court  in  which  there  is  a  con- 
troversy between  a  citizen  of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is 
brought  and  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and  the  matter  in 
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dispute  exceeds  $500,  such  citizen  of  another  State,  whether 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  may  remove  the  suit  to  the  circuit 
coort^  if  he  files' an  affidavit  stating  that  he  believes  that  from 
prejudice  or  local  influence  he  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  justice 
in  such  State  court '  Act  of  Cong.,  March  3,  1867. 

Any  corporation,  or  any  member  thereof,  other  than  a  banking 
corporation,  organized  under  a  law  of  the  United  States,  and 
against  which  a  suit  at  law  or  in  equity  has  been,  or  may  be, 
commenced,  in  any  court  other  than  a  circuit  or  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  any  liability  or  alleged  liability  of  such 
corporation,  or  any  member  thereof,  as  such  meihber,  may  have 
such  suit  removed  from  the  court  in  which  it  may  be  pending  to 
the  proper  circuit  or  district  court  qf  the  United  Slates,  upon 
filing  a  petition  therefor,  verified  by  oath,  either  before  or  after 
issue  joined,  stating  that  they  have  a  defense  arising  under  or 
by  virtue  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  any  treaty 
or  law  of  the  United  States,  and  offering  good  and  sufficient 
security  for  entering  in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session, 
copies  of  all  process,  proceedings,  etc.,  and  doing  such  other  ap- 
propriate acts  as  are  required  to  be  done  by  act  of  congress  of 
July  27,  1866.  And  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  accept  the  surety,  and  to  proceed  no  further  in  the  suit. 
And  the  said  copies  being  so  entered  as  aforesaid  in  such  court 
(of  the  United  States),  the  suit  shall  then  proceed  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought  there  by  original  process,  etc. 
Act  of  Cong.,  July  27,  1868,  ch.  245,  §  2. 

To  bring  the  above  provisions  of  the  statutes  into  operation,  it 
is  required  that  the  case  should  come  strictly  within  their  terms. 
Oooley  V.  Lawrence^  12  How,  178  ;  S.  C,  5  Duer,  605. 

Thus,  the  act  of  1789  is  held  not  to  apply  where  both  the 
parties  are  non-residents  of  the  State.  Smith  v.  BtMer^  88 
How.  192.  And,  where  three  out  of  four  plaintiffs  were  aliens, 
and  the  fourth  a  citizen,  an  application  of  the  defendant  was 
denied.  Denniston  v.  The  Neu>  York  and  New  Haven  H.  R. 
Co.,  2  Abb.  278 ;  affirmed,  id.  415 ;  S.  C,  1  HUt.  62. 

So,  the  provisions  of  the  judiciary  act  do  not  authorize  a  re- 
moval of  an  action  brought  against  more  than  one  defendant,  if 
any  defisudant  is  a  citizen  of  the  State  in  which  the  action  is 
brought.  Fisk  v.  Chicago^  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Co.,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  453 ;  S.  C,  58  Barb.  472 ;  id.  618.  The  com- 
plainant  in  a  bill  of  interpleader  is  not,  before  being  discharged 
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by  a  decree  that  the  defendants  interplead,  to  be  deemed  a  mere 
nominal  party ;  and  though  the  defendants  are  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States,  the  cause  cannot  be  remov^ed  to  the  United  States 
,  court  before  such  decree,  if  one  of  the  defendants  is  of  the  same 
State  with  the  complainant.  Leonard  v.  Jamison^  2  -Edw.  Ch. 
136 ;   Ward  v.  Arredondo,  1  Paine' s  C.  C.  410. 

In  a  suit  between  aliens,  the  declaration  by  the  plaintiff  of  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  does  not  en- 
title the  defendant  to  a  removal  of  the  cause  to  the  United  States 
court.  Mossman  v.  Higginson,  4  Dall.  12 ;  Morvtalet  v.  Murray^ 
4  Cranch,  46 ;  Browne  v.  Strode^  5  id.  803 ;  Jackson  v.  Ttoenty- 
Tnan,  2  Pet.  136 ;  Orosco  v.  OagliardOy  22  Cal.  83. 

It  is  now  settled  that  corporations  are  citizens  within  the  rule 
of  the  statute ;  and  the  right  of  a  corporation  to  the  removal  of 
an  action  against  it  from  the  court  of  any  other  State  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  is  not  affected  by  the  fact,  that  it  had 
appointed,  within  the  State  where  the  suit  was  brought,  an  agent 
for  the  service^  of  process  on  it,  according  to  the  laws  of  such 
State,  nor  by  the  feet  that  a  portion  of  its  directors  reside  within 
such  State.  Stevens  v.  Phcenix  Insurance  Co.j  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand) 
149 ;  reversing  S.  C,  24  How.  617 ;  MsJc  v.  ChicagOy  Rock  Island 
and  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  453;  S.  C,  53  Barb. 
472 ;  Fisk  v.  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.^  10  Abb.  N.  8.  467, 
467 ;  Barney  v.  Olohe  Bank,  2  Am.  Law  R^.  N.  S.  221.  A 
corporation  created  by  the  laws  of  one  State,  and  having  its 
principal  place  of  business  and  holding  its  meetings  there,  must 
be  regarded,  for  purposes  of  jurisdiction,  as  a  citizen  of  that 
State,  although  its  business  consists  of  traffic  between  that  State 
and  another.  Kranshaar  v.  New  Haten  Steamboat  Go.j  7  Rob. 
366.  And  a  railroad  corporation  of  one  State,  authorized  by  a 
law  of  another  State  to  extend  its  track  into  the  latter,  and  do 
business  therein,  is  still  a  citizen  of  the  former,  and  not  of  the 
latter  State.  Denniston  v.  New  York  and  New  Haven  Railroad 
Co.,  1  Hilt.  62;  S.  C,  2  Abb.  278,  415.  Actions  commenced 
in  the  courts  of  this  State,  by  one  foreign  corporation  against 
another,  cannot  be  removed  under  the  act  of  1789.  Ayers '  v. 
Western  Railroad  Co.,  48  Barb.  132 ;  S.  C,  32  How.  351.  But, 
where  the  assignee  of  a  foreign  cor;)oration,  suing  another 
foreign  corporation,  is  a  citizen  of  this  State,  the  action  may  be 
removed,  provided  the  claim  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the 
United  States  can  take  cognizance  of  it.  lb. 
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To  justify  a  removal  the  matter  in  dispute  must  exceed 
$500,  and,  if  any  doubt  exists  as  to  what  is  the  real  amount  in 
dispute,  the  State  court  may  inquire  into  it  by  the  evidence. 
Louid  V.  TudoTy  3  Woodb.  and  M.  .325.  But  the  defendant 
cannot  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  a  removal,  by  an  amend- 
ment reducing  the  amount  claimed  below  §500,  allowed  in  the 
State  court  after  the  removal  has  become  complete.  KanoTise  v. 
Martin,  15  How.  (U.  S.)  198. 

An  action  to  set  aside  an  issue  of  corporate  stock  to  a  large 
amount,  and  to  enjoin  any  future  transfers  or  sales  thereof,  is  a 
case  where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  $500,  exclu- 
sive of  costs.  FisJc  V.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road  Co.,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  453 ;  S.  C,  53  Barb.  472. 

Under  section  12  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  all  the  defend- 
ants were  required  to  join  in  an  application  for  the  removal  of  a 
cause  from  a  State  into  a  federal  court,  and  upon  a  like  applica- 
tion for  a  removal  under  the  act  of  1867,  on  the  ground  that, 
from  prejudice  or  local  interest,  justice  cannot  be  obtained  in 
the  State  courts  all  the  parties  defendant  must  be  joined.  Cooke 
V.  TTie  State  National  Bank  of  Boston,  1  Lans.  494 ;  Bryan  v. 
Pmder,  23  Ga.  480 ;  Calderwood  v.  Eager,  20  Cal.  167. 

In  an  action  of  tort  against  several,  one  only  being  served, 
and  the  others  returned  not  found,  the  one  served  may  alone 
petition  for  a  removal.  Norton  v.  Hayes,  4  Denio,  245.  And 
where  one  of  two  defendants  is  a  citizen  of  another  State  and 
there  is  no  joint  trust,  interest,  duty,  or  concern,  in  the  subject- 
matter  of  controversy,  he  may  be  allowed  to  appear  and  defend 
alone  so  as  to  enable  him  to  remove  the  cause.  Livingston  v. 
Gibbons,  4  Johns.  Ch.  94. 


ARTICLE  II. 

PROCEEDIJS^GS  FOR  REMOVAL. 

Section  1.  Petition  for.  The  proceedings  for  removal,  in 
cases  where  a  removal  is  allowed  by  section  12  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1789,  must  be  commenced  by  the  defendant,  who  shall 
file  a  petition  in  the  State  court  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for 
trial  into  the  next  circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  district  where 
the  suit  is  pending.    Act  of  1789,  §  12. 

Facts  necessary  to  biing  the  case  within  the  provisions  of  the 
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12th  section  must  appear  in  the  ])etition,  to  fully  satisfy  the 
court;  but  if  by  accident  the  statement  of  a  material  fact  is 
omitted,  it  may  be  supplied.  Field  v.  Blair^  1  Code  B.  N.  3. 
293 ;  S.  C.  aflinned,  id.  361. 

It  must  be  stated  in  the  petition  that  the  petitioner  is  a  citi- 
zen of  another  State.  Corp  v.  Vermilye^  3  Johns.  145 ;  Ectstin 
V.  Rocker^  1  J.  J.  Marsh,  282 ;  Beebe  v.  Armstrong^  11  Martin, 
440.  The  court  must  be  satisfied  as  to  the  petitioner' s  alienage 
or  citizenship  in  another  State,  as  well  as  in  respect  to  the 
amount  in  controversy.  Disbrow  y.  Driggs^  16  How.  346 ;  S.  C, 
8  Abb.  805,  note.  See  Eastin  v.  Rucker^  1  J*  J.  Marsh,  2^ ; 
Beebe  v.  ArTostrong;,  11  Martin,  440.  Alleging  citizenship,  at  the 
present  time,  is  not  enough.  Savings  Bank  of  OiTicinncUi  v. 
Benton^  2  Mete.  (Ky.)  240 ;  People  v.  Western  Transportation 
Co.,  84  lU.  356 ;  Holden  v.  Putnam  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  46  N.  Y. 
(1  Sick.)  1.  The  petition  must,  in  all  cases,  be  verified.  Id.  ; 
Ogden  v.  Baker,  1  Greene  (N.  J.)  75. 

Where  the  application  is  made  by  a  corporation,  the  affidavit 
must  be  by  an  officer  authorized  to  make  it.  A  secretary  is  not 
presumed  to  be  authorized,  for  it  is  not  an  act  within  his  ordinary 
powers  or  duties.  Dodge  v.  North  Western  Packet  Co.,  16  Minn. 
458. 

The  petition  must  be  filed,  at  the  time  B})ecified  by  the  statute, 
in  order  to  entitle  the  petitioner  to  a  removal.  Serving  the  peti- 
tion on  the  plaintiff  with  notice  of  presenting  it,  followed  by  the 
filing  of  the  petition  on  moving  at  a  subsequent  teizn,  is  not 
enough.  Redmond  v.  RusseU,  12  Johns.  153.  Only  the  defmd- 
ant  served  need  petition,  and  if  the  petition  is  signed  by  the 
attorney  it  is  sufficient  Cooke  v.  J^ate  National  Bank  qf  Bos- 
ton, 1  Lans.  494 ;  Vandevoort  v.  PaZmer,  4  Duer,  677. 

The  court  will  not  grant  an  order  of  removal  upon  the  peti- 
tion when  filed  without  notice  to  the  plaintiff,  or  an  order  to 
show  cause.  Bisbrow  v.  Driggs,  16  How.  346 ;  S.  C.,  8  Abb. 
305,  note ;  Bristol  v.  Chapman,  34  How.  140.  In  proceedings 
under  section  12,  for  the  removal  of  a  cause^  where  the  subject 
of  controversy  involves  a  question  as  to  the  validity  of  conflict- 
ing  grants  of  two  different  States,  no  petition  is  necessary,  the 
application  of  either  party  on  affidavit  being  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  a  motion.  Cooke  y.  /Si^ofe  National  Bank  of  Boston^ 
1  Lans.  494. 
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PetiUoQ  for  remoyal — Verification. 


Petition  for  removal  {Defendant  av;  alien). 

{Title  of  cause.) 
To  the  court  qf  .  • 

Thepetition  of  respectfully  shows  to  this  court : 

I.  That  an  action  has  been  brought  in  this  court  against  the 
petitioneir  by  the  ])laintiff  above  named. 

n.  That  {nis  action  is  brought  upon  the  following  cause :  {State 
the  nature  qf  the  cause  of  oMion.) 

nL  That  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  $500,  ex- 
clusive of  costs,  as  appears  by  the  summons  and  complaint  (pr, 
t^  the  demand  is  umiquidated^  state  facts  supporting  the  aLle- 
gaUan  as  to  its  amount). 

17.  Tbat  the  petitioner  is  an  alien^  to  wit :  A  subject  or  citi- 
zen of 

V.  That  the  petitioner  now  does  enter  his  appearance  in  this 
action,  but  has  not  done  so  heretofore. 

VI.  That  he  hereby  offers  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his 
enterine  in  the  next  circuit  court  for  the  district  of  the 
State  of  ,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies  of  the  pro- 
cess against  him  in  this  action ;  and  also  for  his  there  appearing 
and  entering  special  bail  in  the  action,  if  special  bail  were  origin- 
ally requisite  therein,  according  to  the  law  and  practice  of  the 
United  States  and  its  courts. 

YoTJB  PETITIONEE,  THEREFORE,  asks  that  the  said  cause  may  be 
removed  for  trial  into  the  next  circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  dis- 
trict where  the  same  is  pending,  to  wit :  Into  the  next  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  the  State  of  ,  pursuant  to 

the  provisions  of  the  said  statutes  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  and  that  this  court  do  accept  the  surety 
offered  bv  yoti^  petitioner,  as  aforesaid,  and  do  proceed  no  fur- 
ther in  tne  said  cause,  and  for  such  fiirther  or  otiier  order  or 
relief  in  the  premises  as  may  be  just. 

{Date.)  '  {Signature.) 

Veriflcation. 

{Vern^.) 

J  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  has  read  {or  heard 
read)  the  foregoing  petition  subscribed  by  him,  and  knows  the 
contents  thereof ;  and  that  the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowledge, 
except  as  to  those  matters  therein  stated  on  information  and 
bdie^  and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

PetUixm  for  removaZ  {where  parties  are  citizens  of  differefni 

States.) 

[Same  as  preceding,  to  subdivision  IV.] 

ly.  That  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action  are  all  citizens  of  this 
Btate ;  that  the  petitioner  and  aU  his  co-defendante  are  citizens 
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Attorney's  affidavit  for  a  stay  of  proceedings. 

of  other  States  of  the  United  States,  to  wit :  is  a  citizen  of 

the  State  of  ,  and  and  are  citizens  of  the  State 

of 
v.*  [Same  as  the  preceding  form  to  the  end.] 

Petition  for  removal  {wTiere  plaintiffs  are  a  corporation). 
[Same  as  petition,  where  defendant  is  an  alien,  to  subdivision 

IV.  That  the  plaintiffs  are  a  corporation  created  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  ,  and  doing  business  therein:  that  the 
petitioner  and  all  his  co-defendants  are  citizens  of  other  States 
of  the  United  States,  to  wit  (  as  in  preceding  fomC)\  or  if  they 
are  a  corporation^  that  the  petitioner  is  a  corporation  created 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  ,  and  doing  business  therein. 

V.  [As  in  preceding  forms  to  the  end.] 

Petition  for  removal  {where  action  is  by  an  assignee). 

[Same  as  in  first  form,  to  subdivision  IV.] 

IV.  That  the  assignor  of  the  chose  in  action,  under  whom  the 
plaintiff  in  this  action  claims  (insert  the  facts  as  to  alienage  or 
citizenship,  so  as  to  show  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court). 

V.  [As  in  preceding  forms  to  the  end.] 

Attorney's  affidavit  for  a  stay  of  proceedings. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
( Venue.^ 

,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  {or  one  of  the 
attorneys  for  the  defendant)  in  the  above  entitled  cause. 

II.  lliat,  on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  18  ,  deponent 
caused  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  in  the  above  suit  to  be 
entered  with  the  clerk  of           county,  at 

III.  That,  at  the  time  of  entering  said  appearance,  the  defend- 
ant caused  to  be  filed  with  said  clerk  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  above  cause  from  the  State  court  to  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  district  of  New  York,  and  a  bond,  with 
suitable  sureties,  all  as  required  by  the  section  of  the  judi- 
ciarv  act  of  congress  of  (1789). 

I V .  That  the  deponent,  a^  attorney  as  aforesaid,  desires  to 
move,  before  the  term  of  this  court,  as  soon  as  the  said 
motion  can  be  made  and  heard,  for  an  order  removing  this  cause 
to  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the  district  of  New 
York. 

V.  That  the  defendant  desires  a  stay  of  proceedings,  in  order 
to  enable  said  motion  to  be  made. 

VI.  That  the  above  action  was  begun  on  or  about  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  18    ,  by  the  service  on  the  defendant  of  a 

summons. 
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Security. 

VII.  That  the  sum  sued  for  and  in  dispute  exceeds  $600,  ex- 
clusive of  costs. 

Vin.  That  at  the  time  said  suit  was  begun,  and  at  the  present 
time,  t^e  plaintiff  was  and  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  ,  and 

the  defendant  was  and  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of 

IX.  That  until  said  daj  of  ,  A.  D.  18    ,  the  de- 

fendant had  not  appeared  in  this  action. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Section  2.  Security.  On  filing  the  petition  for  removal,  the 
defendant  '^  shall  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  entering 
in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies  of  said  pro- 
cess against  him,  and  also  for  his  there  appearing  and  entering 
special  bail  in  the  <Sanse,  if  special  bail  was  originally  requisite 
therein."    Act  of  1789,  ch.  20,  §  12. 

The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  joint  and  several  bond  from  the 
defendant,  and  it  must  be  filed  at  the  time  of  filing  the  petition. 
Ef^ts  V.  Canington^  2  Hall,  649.  And  the  court  must  be  satis- 
fiJHts  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  security,  as  a  prerequisite  to  the 
reiS)val.  Cooley  v.  Lavyrencey  5  Duer,  605 ;  Vandervoort  v. 
Palmer  J  4  id.  677.  As  a  rule  of  practice  no  sureties  should  be 
approved  by  the  court  unless  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  equal  to 
the  sum  in  which  the  defendant  in  the  action  has  been  held  to  bail, 
if  bail  has  been  required  in  the  State  court ;  and  this  fact  should 
be  made  to  apx>ear  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  judge  to  whom  the 
bond  is  presented  for  approval.  Jones  v.  Seward^  17  Abb.  877 ; 
S.  C,  41  Barb.  269 ;  26  How.  483 ;  reversing  40  Barb.  563,  and 
28  How.  33. 

Prom  the.  following  cases  it  appears,  that  the  practice  in  this 
State  is  to  tender  the  bond  to  the  court  at  the  time  of  application 
for  removal,  or  to  file  it  previously.  Jones  v.  Seward^  supra; 
Pairie  v.  Murray ^  43  Barb.  328  ;  Anderson  v.  Maniifacturers^ 
BanJCy  14  Abb.  436 ;  Cooley  v.  Lawrence^  6  Duer,  60S ;  Fairchild 
V.  Durand^  8  Abb.  305 ;  Vandertoort  v.  Palmer ^  4  Duer,  677 ; 
Norton  v.  HayeSj  4  Denio,  245 ;  Suydam  v.  SmitJij  1  id.  263 ; 
Roberts  v.  Canington^  2  Hall,  649 ;  Blanch  ard  v.  JDwight^  12 
Wend.  192 ;  Garpenter  v.  Nefw  York  and  New  Haven  Railroad 
Co.,  11  How.  481 ;  Field  v.  Blair,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  292,  361 ; 
Dwrand  v.  JBbUins,  3  Duer,  686 ;  Livermore  v.  Jenks,  11  How. 
479.  The  bond  need  not  be  signed  by  the  petitioner,  but  is  suffi- 
cient if  signed  by  sureties  only.  Vandervoort  v.  Palmer,  4 
Duer,  677. 

36 
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Form  of  Becuritj. 

Form  of  Security. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  of  , 

and  of  ,  are  hereby  held  and  firmly  Jbound 

unto  (the  plaintiff  in  this  action),  his  executors, 

administrators  and  assigns,  in  the  sum  of  dollars,  lawful 

money  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriq^,  to  be  paid  to  the  said 

,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  for  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  jointly  and  severally 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  every  of  them,  forever 
by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  this       day  of  ,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord 

I.  Whereas  the  above-named  has  comenced  an 
action  in  the              court,  against  ( the  above  bounden ) 

II.  And  whereas  the  said  has  entered  his  appear- 
ance in  such  action  in  said  court,  and  at  the  same  time  has  filed 
his  petition  for  the  removal  of  this  cause  into  the  next  circuit 
court  to  be  held  (efc.,  ds  in  petition):  Now,  therefore,  the  con- 
dition of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  ^^ 
shall  enter  in  said  circuit  court,  on  the  first  4ay  6i  its  seflk, 
copies  of  the  process  against  him  in  said  cause,  and  shall,  IKo, 
then  and  there  appear  and  enter  special  bail  in  the  cause  if  spe- 
cial bail  was  origmally  requisite  therein,  according  to  the  law  and 
practice  of  the  United  States  and  its  courts,  then  these  presents 
and  obligations  shall  be  void,  or  otherwise  to  remain  in  full 
force. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  obligors  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals  this  day  of  ,  A.  D.  18    . 

{Signxxiures.) 


[L.  S.. 

[L.  s.; 


Justification  of  the  Above. 

( Venue  ^ 

A.  B.,  Cf.  D.,  and  E.  F.,  above  named,  being  severally  duly 
sworn,  say  each  for  himself,  that  he  is  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  mentioned  in  the  above  undertaking,  and  a  house- 
holder (or  freeholder)  therein,  and  worth  double  the  sum  speci- 
fied in  the  said  undertaking  over  all  his  debts  and  liabilities,  and 
exclusive  of  property  exempt  from  execution. 

{Jurat.) 

AcJmowledgmeTit  of  same. 

{Venue.) 

I  Certify,  that  on  this  day  of  j  18    ,  A.  B.,  C. 

D.,  and  E.  F.,  above  named,  to  me  known  to  be  the  persons 
described  in  and  who  executed  the  above,  personally  appeared 
before  me,  and  severally  acknowledge  that  they  executed  the 
above  undertaking  as  their  own  free  act  for  the  uses  and  purpo- 
ses the]s^in  mentioned. 

{Sign/Uure.) 
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■  ■  I  ■ ■ 

Application,  when  ma4e. 

Notice  of  offer  to  he  iridoTsed  on  foregoing  undertaMng. 

{Tiile  of  catcse.) 

Please  take  notice^  that  the  within  is  a  coot  of  an  undertaking 
which  the  defendant  in  this  action  hereby  oners  to  ffive  upon  the 
removal  of  this  cause  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of 

{Date. )  {Signature. ) 

{Address.) 

Notice  of  motion. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice^  that  upon  the  petition  and  appearance 
of  the  defendant,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed,  and  which 
were  on  day  of  j  18    5  fil^d  in  this  court,  and 

upon  the  undertaking  of  the  petitioner  and  his  sureties,  a  copy 
or  which  is  also  annexed,  this  court  will  be  moved  at  a  special 
term  thereof,  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

18  ,  that  the  petition  be  granted  and  the  cause  be  removed  to 
the  circuit  court  mention^  in  the  petition,  and  that  this  court 
accept  the  surety  offered  and  proceed  no  further  therein,  and  for 
such  other  and  lurther  relief  as  may  be  just. 

{Date.)  {Signature,) 

{Address.) 

Section  3.  Applieation^  when  made.  Application  for  the 
removal  of  a  cause,  by  the  defendant,  must  be  made  at  the  time 
of  entering  his  appearance,  and  any  submission  to  the  authority 
of  the  court  is  held  to  be  an  appearance  under  the  statute,  and 
when  such  submission  has  once  been  made,  it  cannot  be  re- 
tracted. Cooley  V.  Lawrence^  6  Duer,  605 ;  S.  C,  12  How.  176  ; 
Dart  V.  ArniSj  19  id.  429.  The  giving  of  bail  upon  arrest  is 
not  such  a  proceeding  as  will  amount  to  a  virtual  appearance. 
The  terms  "entering  an  appearance,"  used  in  the  act  of  con- 
gress, simply  import  an  act  in  court,  by  which  the  defendant 
concedes  that  the  State  court  has  full  jurisdiction  over  him. 
Suydam  v.  Smith,  1  Denio,  265 ;  Durand  v.  Sollins,  3  Duer,  686. 
Neither  is  the  service  of  a  notice  of  retainer  an  appearance, 
such  as  to  require  the  filing  of  the  petition  at  the  same  time. 
Norton  v.  Hayes,  4  Denio,  245  ;  Pield  v.  Blair,  1  Code  R.  N. 
S.  292 ;  affirmed,  id.  361. 

A  petition  filed  with  the  notice  of  appearance  after  the  defend- 
ant was  in  default  for  not  answering,  but  before  judgment  had 
been  actually  entered  by  the  plaintiff,  was  held  sufficient  to 
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Proceedings  —  Order  to  ehow  cause. 


effect  a  removal.     Carpenter  v.  Nevi  York  and  New  Haven 
Railroad  Company^  11  How.  481. 

Section  4.  Proceedings.  After  the  requirements  of  the  statute 
have  been  fully  complied  with  by  the  party  making  application 
for  removal,  and  no  sufficient  objection  being  shown,  it  becomes 
the  positive  duty  of  the  State  court  to  grant  the  order  and  proceed 
no  &rther  with  the  cause.  When  the  proper  papers  are  pre- 
sented the  State  court  has  not  the  legal  discretion  to  refuse  an 
order  removing  the  cause.  Oordon  v.  Longest^  16  Pet.  97; 
Stevens  v.  Phcmix  Ins.  Co.  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  149.  The  State 
court  is,  however,  to  exercise  a  discretion  in  determining  whether 
the  case  is  witlLin  the  statute  and  to  deny  a  removal  in  doubtful 
cases.  Anderson  v.  Manufacturers*  Bank^  14  Abb.  436 ;  James 
V.  Thurston,  6  R..  I.  428. 

The  order  once  made  cannot  be  vacated,  or  the  court  re- 
invested with  any  jurisdiction  over  the  case  in  any  form.  Liver- 
more  v.  JenkSy  11  How.  479 ;  lAddle  v.  Thatcher^  12  id.  296. 
The  court  may  remove  the  cause  to  either  district  it  deems 
proper  {Suydam  v.  Smith,  1  Denio,  263 ;  Norton  v.  Hayes,  4 
id.  245),  and  after  removal  the  proceedings  in  the  cause  must  be 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  court  into  which  the  removal 
is  made.    Suydam  v.  Ewing,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  294. 

The  petitioner,  after  removal,  must  perfect  proceedings,  by 
entering  an  appearance  in  the  circuit  court  before  next  term  of 
the  same,  enter  special  bail  where  an  order  of  arrest  has  issued 
from  the  State  court,  and  file  certified  copies  of  the  process  and 
papers  by  which  the  action  was  originally  commenced.  Martin 
V.  Kanouse,  1  Blatchf.  C.  C.  149.  When  such  copies  have 
been  entered  a  new  declaration  must  be  filed  in  the  circuit  court 
by  the  plaintiff.  Clarke  y.  Protection  Ins.  Co.,  1  Blatchf.  C.  C. 
150. 

An  appeal  does,  not  lie  to  the  court  of  appeals  from  an  order 
removing  a  cause  to  the  United  States  court.  lUius  v.  New 
York  and  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co.^  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  597.  See 
Kanouse  v.  Martin,  6  How.  240  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  885. 

Order  to  show  cause. 
{Title  of  catise.) 

The  defendants  having  this  day  entered  their  appearance  in 
this  cause,  and  at  the  same  time  filed  a  petition  praying  for  a 
removal  of  this  action  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  united  States 
for  the  district  of  ,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  of 
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In  other  cases. 

the  United  States  in  such  case  provided,  and  offered  the  surety 
as  therein  provided  by  an  undertaking  now  filed.    It  is 
Obdebed  :  That  the  plaintiffs  show  cause  on  the  day  of 

,  18    ,  at  o'clock  in  the  noon,  at  a  special  term 

of  this  court  to  be  held  at  ,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said 

petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Order  removing  cause  to  the  United  States  Circuit  Court 

{Tide  of  cause.)  {At  a  special  term]  etc.) 

A  petition  having  been  filed  by  the  defendant  in  this  cause  at 
the  time  of  entering  his  appearance  herein,  on  the  day  of 

,  18  ,  praying  for  the  removal  thereof  into  the  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  ,  pursuant  to  the  statutes  of 

the  United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  the  said 
petitioner  having  offered  good  and  sufficient  security  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of^  and  as  required  by,  the  said  statute :  now,  on 
motion  of  ,  of  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  and  after  hearing 

,  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  opposition  thereto,  it  is 
declared  that  it  is  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  court, 
that  the  present  suit  is  commenced  in  this  court  by  a  citizen  of 
the  State  of  New  York  against  a  (citizen  of  another  State),  and 
that  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  $500,  exclusive  of  costs.  And 
it  is  hereby  further  declared  and 

Obdebed  :  That  this  court  accepts  the  surety  offered  by  the 
petitioner,  and  that  the  said  cause  De  removed  for  trial  unto  the 
next  circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  district  of  the  State  of 

,  pursuant  to  the  said  statutes ;  and  that  this  court  do 
proceed  no  further  therein,  and  that  all  proieedings  in  this  court, 
m  the  said  cause,  be  and  the  same  are  nereby  stayed. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  this  removal  shall  not  operate 
of  itself  to  dissolve  the  injunction  heretofore  issued  in  this  cause, 
but  the  same  shall  remain  in  force  until  dissolved  by  this  court, 
or  by  the  said  circuit  court. 

Section  5.  In  other  eases.  The  proceedings  on  the  removal  of 
a  cause  from  a  State  to  a  federal  court,  in  cases  other  than  those 
embraced  in  section  12  of  the  judiciary  act,  differ  materially  in 
many  respects  from  the  proceedings  already  described. 

In  cases  under  act  of  congress,  March  3,  1833,  the  removal  is 
effected  by  means  of  a  writ  of  certiorari  or  hal>eas  corpus, 
issued  by  the  federal  tribunal,  on  petition  of  the  defendant,  and 
not  by  any  application  to  the  State  court  in  which  such  contro- 
versy is  pending.    Act  of  Cong.,  March  2,  1833,  §  3 ;  4  Stat.  633. 

A  cause  commenced  in  any  State  court  may  be  removed  into 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  congress, 
March  3, 1863,  upon  filing  a  petition,  stating  the  facts,  duly  veri- 
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fled,  at  the  time  of  entering  an  appearance  in  such  court ;  or, 
aJPter  final  judgment,  by  an  appeal,  during  the  session  or  term 
of  said  court  at  which  such  judgment  shall  have  taken  place  ;  • 
or,  within  six  months  after  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  any 
such  case,  by  writ  of  error  or  other  process,  to  remove  the  same 
to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  of  the  district  in  which 
the  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered.  See  Act  of  Cong. ,  March 
3,  1863,  ch.  81,  §  5.  So  much  of  the  above  section  as  authorizes 
the  removal  of  a  cause  after  verdict,  and  a  trial  aAd  determina- 
tion of  the  &cts  and  the  law,  has  been  declared  unconstitutional. 
Patrie  v.  Murray,  29  How.  312 ;  S.  C,  43  Barb.  323 ;  Benjamin 
V.  Murray,  28  How.  193.  9  Wall.  274.      . 

The  last  cases  in  which  proceedings  for  removal  remain  to  be 
noticed  are  such  as  come  under  the  provisions  of  act  of  con- 
gress, March  2,  1867,  relating  to  the  removal  of  certain  suits  into 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  when,  from  local  influ- 
ence, etc.,  justice  cannot  be  had  in  the  State  court.  To  obtain 
a  removal  under  this  act  it  is  required  of  the  party  seeking  the 
removal  to  make  an  affidavit  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  and 
does  believe,  that,  from  prejudice  or  local  influence,  he  wiU  not 
be  able  to  obtain  justice  in  the  State  court,  and  he  must  file  the 
same,  with  a  petition,  and  oflTer  the  requisite  security  for  pro- 
ceeding in  such  court ;  and  thereupon,  in  actions  where  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceed%$500,  the  State  court  is  directed  to  accept 
the  security  and  proceed  no  further  in  the  suit.  Act  of  Cong., 
March  2,  1867 ;  14  U.  S.  Stat,  at  Large,  658.  An  application  for 
the  removal  of  a  cause  from  a  State  court  into  the  federal  court 
under  this  act,  should  not  be  granted,  when  made  by  one  of 
several  defendants.  Cooke  v.  State  National  Bank  of  Boston,  1 
Lans.  494. 

The  cases  in  which  a  cause  may  be  removed  from  a  State  court 
into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  enumerated  in  the 
last  section,  under  the  respective  acts  of  congress,  conferring  the 
power  of  removal,  being  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence  in 
practice,  a  brief  notice  of  the  proceedings  under  each  has  been 
deemed  a  sufficient  guide,  in  this  connection,  to  the  practicing 
lawyer  or  the  diligent  student. 


^\ 


CHAPTER  VII. 


OF  THE  COTJET  OF  APPEALS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

I 

OEGANIZATION. 

Seetion  1.  Early  eourt  of  last  resort.  The  organization  of' a 
court  of  appeals,  or  "court  of  last  resort,"  as  it  was  generally 
designated,  was  thus  provided  for  by  the  first  State  constitn- 
tion,  adopted  in  1777,  the  82d  article  of  which  declares  "that 
a  court  shall  be  instituted  for  the  trial  of  impeachments 
and  the  correction  of  errors,  under  the  regulations  which  shall 
be  established  by  the  legislature,  to  consist  of  the  president  of 
the  senate,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  senators,  chancellor  and 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  the  major  part  of  them."  In 
pursuance  of  this  constitutional  provision,  it  was  enacted  by  the 
legislature  that  such  court  should  hold  its  sessions  at  any  time 
during  the  sitting  of  the  legislature,  on  such  days,  and  at  such 
places,  as  the  perspns  constituting  the  court  should  from  time  to 
time  apppint.    Act  of  Feb.  20,  1801 ;  1 R.  L.  132,  §  1. 

Section  2.  Court  for  correction  of  errors^  before  constitution 
of  1$4&  The  second  State  constitution,  adopted  in  1822,  in  arti- 
cle 5,  section  1,  recognizes  the  existence  and  organization  of  the 
early  "court  of  last  resort,"  and  a  statutory  provision  (2  R.  S. 
166,  §§  24,  25),  which  is,  in  substance^  a  reenactment  of  the  old 
statute  on  the  subject  (1  R.  L.  132)  defines  the  powers  and  juris- 
diction of  such  court.  As  thus  organized  by  the  first  constitu- 
tion of  1777,  and  by  the  statutes  enacted  in  pursuance  of  its 
provisions,  the  old  court  of  errors  continued  to  exist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  1822,  as  a  court  of  last  resort, 
until  its  final  abolition,  in  1846. 

Seetion  3.  Court  of  appeals  under  constitution  of  1846.  The 
court  of  appeals,  as  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  of  1846,  was  composed  of  eight  judges,  four 
elected  by  the  electors  of  the  State  for  terms  of  eight  years,  so 
classified  that  one  should  be  elected  every  second  year,  and 
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four  selected  from  the  class  of  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
having  the  shortest  term  to  serve.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  2. 

The  judge  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  State  having  the 
shortest  time  to  serve  was  the  chief  judge  of  the  court  (Laws 
of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  5) ;  and  six  judges  constituted  a  quorum  for 
holding  any  term  of  this  court.  Id.,  §  6 ;  Oakley  v.  AspinwaUy  3 
N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  547. 

Section  4.  Present  organization.  The  court  of  appeals,  as  it 
now  exists,  derived  its  organization  from  the  provisions  of  the 
6th  article  of  the  constitution,  as  amended  in  1869. 

The  court  is  composed  of  a  chief  judge  and  six  associate 
judges,  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  State,  for  the  term  ci  four- 
teen years,  from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January  next 
after  their  election.  Five  members  of  the  court  are  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  concurrence  of  four  is  necessary  to 
a  decision.    Const.  1869,  art.  6,  §  2 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  otherwise  than  by  expiration  of  term,  in 
the  office  of  the  chief,  or  of  an  associate  Judge,  the  same  is  to  be 
filled  for  a  full  term  at  the  next  general  election,  happening  not 
less  than  three  months  after  such  vacancy  occurs ;  and  until  the 
vacancy  is  so  filled,  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  or,  if  the  senate  be  not  in  session,  then  the 
governor  alone,  may  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment.  Const. 
1869,  art.  6,  §  3. 

Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  may  be  removed  by  concurrent 
resolution  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  if  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  each  house  concur  therein.    Id.,  §  11. 


ARTICLE  n. 

JURISDICTION. 

Section  1.  Jurisdiction  before  1846.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
old  "court  for  the  correction  of  errors,"  which  as  a  court  of  law 
was  exclusively  a  court  of  appeal,  was  derived  firom  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  (Const.  1777,  art.  82),  and  fully  designated  by 
statute.    1  R.  L.  133,  §§  7  to  10 ;  2  R.  S.  166,  §§  24,  26. 

Its  jurisdiction  was  wholly  appellate,  and  it  could  be  exercised 
only  where  some  question  had  been  actually  presented  to  the 
court  below  for  its  determination^  and  a  judgment  or  decision 
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pronounced  thereon;  and  it  was  held  that,  whenever  a  final  decis- 
ion was  made  in  the  supreme  court,  of  which  a  record  could  be 
made,  and  which  should  decide  the  rights  of  property  or  per- 
sonal liberty,  the  statute  gave  jurisdiction  to  this  court.  Tdtes 
V.  The  People^  6  Johns.  337. 

Section  2.  Jurisdiction  under  constitution  of  1846.  The  court 
of  appeals,  as  organized  under  the  provisions  of  article  6  of  the 
constitution  of  1846,  possessed  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  review, 
upon  appeal,  every  actual  determination  made  at  a  general  term 
by  the  supreme  court,  or  by  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  or  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  or  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  the 
cases  specified  under  section  11  of  the  Code  of  Procedure.  See 
Code,  §11. 

And,  in  addition  to  the  special  x>owers  conferred  by  the  Code,  it 
had  also  jurisdiction  of  all  cases  pending  in  the  old  court  of  er- 
rors, transferred  to  it  as  directed  by  the  constitution.  Art.  6, 
§25;  by  the  judiciary  act,  ch.  280  of  1847,  §12. 

Section  3.  Jurisdiction  at  present.  By  act  of  April  14,  1870, 
it  is  provided  ^^that  the  court  of  appeals  instituted  by  the  6th 
article  of  the  constitution  shall  possess  all  the  powers  and  ju- 
risdiction heretofore  possessed  by  the  existing  court  of  appeals, 
and  all  laws  authorizing  and  regulating  appeals  to  the  last-men- 
tioned court,  and  other  laws  relating  thereto,  the  judges  thereof, 
their  powers  and  duties,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion or  with  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  in  force  and  applicable  to 
the  court  in  this  section  first  mentioned,  and  to  the  judges  there- 
of ;  provided,  however,  that  no  existing  law  which  relates  to  the 
rehearing  of  causes  in  such  court  shall  be  in  force,  and  provided 
farther,  that  the  court  may  prescribe  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  its  terms,  except  as  hereafter  provided.''  Laws  of  1870, 
ch.  203,  §  1.  Its  jurisdiction  is  thus  defined  by  section  11  of  the 
Code. 

§  11.  ^^  The  court  of  appeals  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
to  review,  upon  appeal,  every  actual  determination  hereafter 
made  at  a  general  term  by  the  supreme  court,  or  by  the  superior 
court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  the  court  of  common  pleas 
for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  or  the  superior  court  of 
the  city  of  Buffi&lo,  in  llie  following  cases,  and  no  other : 

1.  In  a  judgment  in  an  action  commenced  therein  or  brought 
there  from  another  court ;  and  upon  the  appeal  from  such  judg- 
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ment  to  review  any  intennediate  order  involving  the  merits,  and 
necessarily  affecting  the  judgment. 

2.  In  an  order  affecting  a  substantial  right,  made  in  such  action, 
when  such  order  in  effect  determines  the  action  and  prevents  a 
judgment  from  which  an  appeal  might  be  taken,  or  discontinues 
the  action,  and  when  such  order  grants  or  refuses  a  new  trial,  or 
when  such  order  strikes  out  an  answer,  or  any  part  of  an  answer, 
or  any  pleading  in  an  action;  but  no  appeal  to  the  court  of 
appeals  from  an  order  granting  a  new  trial  on  a  case  made  or  bill 
of  exceptions,  shall  be  effectual  for  any  purpose,  unless  the  notice 
of  appeal  contain  an  assent  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  that, 
if  the  order  be  affirmed,  judgment  absolute  shall  be  rendered 
against  the  appellant.  Upon  every  appeal  from  an  order  grant- 
ing a  new  trial,  on  a  case  made  or  exceptions  taken,  if  the  court 
of  appeals  shall  determine  that  no  error  was  committed  in  grant- 
ing the  new  trial,  they  shall  render  judgment  absolute  upon  the 
right  of  the  appellant ;  and  after  the  proceedings  are  remitted  to 
the  court  from  which  the  appeal  was  taken,  an  assessment  of 
damages  or  other  proceedings  to  render  judment  effectual  may 
be  then  and  there  had,  in  cases  where  such  subsequent  proceed- 
ings are  requisite. 

3.  In  a  final  order  affecting  a  substantial  right  made  in  a  special 
proceeding,  or  upon  a  summary  application  in  an  action  after 
judgment,  and  upon  such  appeal  to  review  any  intermediate 
order  involving  the  merits  and  necessarily  affecting  the  order 
appealed  from.  But  such  appeal  shall  not  be  allowed  in  an 
action  originally  commenced  in  a  court  of  a  justice  of  the  i)eace, 
or  in  the  marine  court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  in  an  assistant 
justice's  court  of  that  city,  or  in  a  justice's  court  of  any  of  the 
cities  of  this  State,  unless  any  such  general  term  shall,  by  order 
duly  entered,  allow  such  appeal  before  the  end  of  the  next  term 
after  which  such  judgment  was  entered.  The  foregoing  prohibi- 
tion shall  not  extend  to  actions  discontinued  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace  and  prosecuted  in  another  court  pursuant  to  sections 
60  and  68  of  this  Code. 

4.  Whenever  the  decision  of  any  motion  heretofore  made,  or 
of  any  motion  hereafter  to  be  made,  in  the  supreme  court  of  this 
State,  at  a  special  term  thereof,  involves  the  constitutionality  of 
any  law  of  this  State,  or  has  been  or  shall  be  placed  in  the  opin- 
ion or  reasons  for  such  decision,  of  the  justice  making  such 
decision,  upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  such  law,  then  an 
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appeal  shall  lie,  and  may  be  made  from  snch  decision  or  from 
the  order  entered,  or  to  be  entered  npoii  such  deci^on,  to  the 
general  term  of  said  court,  and  an  appeal  shall  also  lie  and  may 
be  made  from  the  decision  of  such  general  term,  and  from  any 
order  entered,  or  to  be  entered  thereon,  to  the  court  of  appeals ; 
provided,  however,  that  the  time  for  apx)ealing  from  such  decis- 
ion, or  from  such  order,  shall  not  be  extended  hereby ;  and  such 
appeal  at  the  general  term,  and  at  the  court  of  ap;)eals,  shall  be 
heard' as  a  non- enumerated  motion.  In  an  order  sdfecting  a  sub- 
stantial right,  not  involving  any  question  of  discretion  arising 
upon  any  interlocutory  proceeding,  or  upon  any  question  of 
practice  in  the  action,  including  an  order  to  strike  out  an  answer, 
or  any  part  of  an  answer,  or  any  pleading  in  an  action,  such 
appeals,  whether  now  pending  or  hereafter  to  be  brought,  may 
be  heard  as  a  motion,  and  noticed  for  hearing  for  any  regular 
motion  day  of  the  court." 

As  to  subdivision  four  of  the  section  just  quoted,  see  People  v. 
AndUars  of  Wes^ord,  1  Alb.  L.  J.  60 ;   Wait's  Code,  33,  note. 

The  present  court  of  appeals,  upon  its  organization,  also  be- 
came invested  with  the  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  then  pending 
in  the  late  court  of  appeals.  Const.  1869,  art.  6,  §  4.  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  such  of  said  causes  as  were  pending  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1869,  are  to  be  heard  and  determined,  see  Const. 
1869,  art.  6,  §§  4,  6 ;  and  act  of  April  14,  1870,  Laws  of  1870, 
oh.  203,  §§  3-6. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

P0WEB8. 

Sectioii  1.  Powers  before  1846.  By  act  of  February  20,  1801, 
the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors  was  empowered  to  correct 
and  redress  all  errors  happening  in  the  court  of  chancery,  the 
supreme  court,  or  court  of  probate ;  and  the  authority  thus  con- 
ferred included  the  power  to  reverse  or  affirm  the  judgment  or 
decree  of  the  court  below,  or  to  give  such  other  judgment  therein, 
or  make  such  other  decree  as  the  law  should  require.  1  B.  L. 
133,  §§  7-10. 

And,  by  a  later  statutory  provision,  it  wa«  declared  that  this 
court  should  have  full  power  to  correct  and  redress  all  errors 
that  might  happen  in  the  court  of  chancery  or  in  the  supreme 
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court ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  these  powers  it  was  required  of  it 
to  examine  all  errors  assigned  or  found  in  any  record  brought 
from  the  supreme  court,  or  in  any  process  or  proceeding  touch- 
ing the  same,  and  also  to  examine  all  errors  assigned  or  found 
in  any  order  or  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

By  the  same  statute  full  power  was  given  it  to  reverse  or 
affirm  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court,  or  to  affirm,  reverse 
or  alter  the  order  or  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery,  or  to  give 
such  other  judgment,  or  make  such  other  order  or  decree  as 
justice  should  require.    2  R.  S.  166,  167,  §§  24-27. 

Section  2.  Powers  under  constitution  of  1846.  The  court  of 
appeals,  under  the  constitution  of  1846,  was  empowered,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Code,  to  reverse,  affirm  or  modify  the  judgment 
or  order  appealed  from,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  as  to  any  or  all 
of  the  parties ;  and  its  judgment  was  required  to  be  remitted  to 
the  court  below,  to  be  enforced  according  to  law.    Code,  §  12. 

Section  3.  Present  powers.  The  court  of  appeals,  as  now  or- 
ganized under  the  amended  constitution  of  1869,  possesses  all 
the  powers  heretofore  possessed  by  the  late  court  of  appeals. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  208,  §  1.    See  Const,  art/  6,  §§  2-5  ;  Code,  §  12. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  Officers  before  1846.  The  decisions  of  the  old  court 
for  the  correction  of  errors  were  reported  by  the  State  reporter. 
Its  other  officers,  besides  the  attorney -general,  and  the  attorneys 
and  counselors  of  the  court,  were  a  clerk,  a  crier  and  a  ser- 
geant, who  were  appointed  by  and  held  their  offices  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  court.    1  R.  S.  97 ;  id.  109,  §  28. 

Section  2.  Officers  under  constitution  of  1846.  Under  the  con- 
stitution of  1846,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals,  who  was  also 
eX'Offldo  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  was  elected  by  the  people 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  his  office  was  required  to  be  kept 
at  the  city  of  Albany.    Const.  1846,  art.  6,  §  19. 

The  decisions  of  the  court  were  reported  by  the  State  reporter, 
who  was  appointed  for  a  term  of  three  years  by  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor  and  attorney-general.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  224. 

Section  3.  Present  officers.  The  present  court  of  appeals  has 
the  appointment,  and  also  the  power  of  removal,  of  ite  own  re- 
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porter  and  clerk,  and  of  such  attendants  as  may  be  necessary. 
Const.  1869,  art.  6,  §  2. 

As  to  the  other  oflOicers  of  this  court,  see  courts  and  their  offi- 
cers, chap.  II,  antey  231  to  336. 


ARTICLE  V. 

TEBMS.      * 

Section  1.  Before  1846.  The  early  court  of  last  resort,  organ- 
ised under  the  first  State  constitution  of  1777,  was  empowered 
by  statute  to  hold  its  sessions  at  any  time  during  the  sitting  of 
the  legislature,  on  such  days  and  at  such  places  as  the  court 
should  from  time  to  time  appoint.    1  R.  L.  132,  §  1. 

And  after  the  recognition  of  the  existence  of  such  court  by 
the  constitution  of  1822  (art.  6,  §  1),  it  was  provided  by  statute 
that  its  sessions  might  be  held  at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
at  such  times  as  the  court  should  from  time  to  tune  direct;  but 
that  not  more  than  two  such  sessions  should  be  held  during  the 
recess  of  the  legislature  in  any  one  year.    2  R.  S.  1(54,  §  7. 

Section  2.  Under  constitution  of  1846.  The  court  of  appeals, 
organized  under  the  constitution  of  1846,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Code  of  1848,  held  six  general  terms.  In  1849  the  number 
of  terms  was  reduced  to  five  (Laws  of  1849,  ch.  338) ;  and  dur- 
ing this  period  the  sittings  of  the  court  were  migratory.  Judi- 
ciary Act  of  1847,  art.  2,  §  9.  In  1861  this  system  was  changed, 
the  sessions  of  the  court  fixed  permanently  at  Albany,  and  four 
terms  established  annually,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  March,  the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  and  the 
third  Tuesday  of  September,  to  be  continued  for  so  long  a  period 
as  the  public  interests  might  require.    See  Code  of  1861. 

In  1862  the  period  of  holding  the  fourth  term  was  altered 
from  the  third  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  September ;  and  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Code,  section  13,  as  amended  in  1869,  the 
judges  were  empowered  in  their  discretion  to  appoint  one  of  said 
terms  in  each  year  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Additional  terms  might  also  be  held  by  the  court  whenever  the 
public  interests  required  it.    Code,  §  13. 

Section  3.  Present  rule  as  to  terms.  By  act  of  April  14,  1870, 
it  is  provided  that  the  court  of  appeals,  as  at  present  organized 
under  the  amended  constitution  of  1869,  may  prescribe  the  times 
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and  places  of  holding  its  terms,  excepting  that  a  term  thereof 
should  be  held,  for  the  hearing  of  causes  and  matters  before  the 
court,  in  the  senate  chamber  of  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
commencing  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  July,  1870.  See  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  203,  §§  1,  2. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

RULES  AISTD  CALENDARS. 

Section  1.  Practice  before  1846.  The  court  for  the  correction 
of  errors  adopted  its  own  rules,  and  the  clerk  of  the  court  was 
required  to  enter  the  causes  on  the  calendar  in  the  order  in  which 
the  joinder  in  error  was  filed.  See  Rules ;  16  Johns.  604 ;  3 
HiU,  625. 

Section  2.  Practice  under  constitntion^  1846.  Under  the  pro- 
yisions  of  section  469  of  the  Code,  the  late  court  of  appeals 
possessed  the  power  of  making  its  own  rules,  so  far  as  the  same 
were  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  Code.  But  no  rule  so 
made  was  of  any  force  until  it  had  been  published  once  a  week 
for  three  weeks  in  the  State  paper  at  Albany.  Laws  of  1847,  ch. 
470,  §  4. 

The  court  also  had  the  power  to  make  provision,  by  general 
rules,  as  to  what  causes  should  have  a  preference  on  the  calendar. 
Code,  §  13. 

Section  3.  Present  practice.  The  same  powers  in  regard  to 
the  adoption  of  its  rules  is  now  possessed  by  the  court  of  appeals 
as  was  formerly  possessed  by  the  late  court  of  appeals ;  but  the 
rules  and  practice  of  the  latter  will  continue  to  be  the  rules  and 
•practice  of  the  court  of  appeals,  until  the  same  shall  be  altered 
by  order  of  the  court.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  203,  §§1,2. 

According  to  existing  laws,  causes  which  are  preferred  take 
their  preference  on  the  calendar  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Criminal  actions. 

2.  Cases  of  probate,  in  which  the  appeal  prevents  the  issuing 
of  letters  testamentary,  or  of  general  administration. 

3.  Appeals  in  which  the  sole  plaintiffs  or  defendants  are  execu- 
tors or  administrators. 

4.  AH  other  preferred  cases. 

6.  Appeals  from  orders  entitled  to  be  heard  as  motions,  pur- 
suant to  subdivision  4,  of  section  11,  of  the  Code  of  Procedure, 


^ 
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and  such  apjpeals  shall  be  entitled  to  preference  as  to  each  other, 
when  two  or  more  are  moved  at  the  same  time  in  their  order  on 
the  calendar,  but  will  be  heard  as  preferred  cases  only  on  motion 
days.    Rule  20,  court  of  appeals. 

"  On  a  second  and  each  subsequent  appeal  to  this  court,  or  when 
an  appeal  has  been  once  dismissed  for  defect  or  irregularity,  the 
cause  shall  be  placed  upon  the  calendar  as  of  the  time  of  filing 
the  first  appeal,  and  may  be  noticed  and  put  on  the  calendar  for 
any  succeeding  term."    Code,  §  13. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

JUDGMBin?. 

Section  1.  Before  1846.  It  waa  necessary  to  a  decision  in  the 
old  court  for  the  correction  of  errors,  that  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  the  court  should  be  present  at  the  decision;  although 
the  judgment  was  held  to  be  effective,  if  at  least  ten  members 
concurred  in  the  decision,  provided,  that  nineteen  members  were 
present  when  it  was  made,  although  the  remaining  nine  did  not 
vote  upon  the  decision  of  the  question,  and  had  not  even  heard 
the  argument  of  the  cause.  McFarland  v.  Crary^  6  Wend.  297. 
Where,  however,  the  members  of  the  court  were  equally  divided, 
as  to  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced,  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below  was  affirmed,  though  such  formal  affirmance  was  not  re- 
garded as  conclusively  settling  the  law  on  the  subject  Bridge  v. 
Johnson^  f)  Wend.  342 ;  Graham  on  Juris.  622. 

A  question  once  distinctly  presented  to  this  court,  and  passed 
npon  by  it,  was  not  allowed  to  be  again  discussed  or  drawn  in 
question;  but  such  decision  was  regarded  as  definitely  settling 
the  law  upon,  the  subject,  except  as  in  the  case  of  an  equal 
division  of  the  court  above  noticed,  where  the  cause  was  still 
considered  open  for  discussion  in  any  future  case  that  might  be 
presented.  MacJcie  v.  Cairns^  5  Cow.  547 ;  Bridge  v.  Johnson, 
5  Wend.  342,  375. 

Section  2.  Under  constitution  of  1846.  In  the  late  court  of 
appeals,  the  concurrence  of  five  judges  was  necessary  to  a  decis- 
ion ;  and,  in  case  five  did  not  concur,  a  rehearing  was  necessary. 
But  no  more  than  two  rehearings  could  be  had,  and  if,  on  the 
second  rehearing,  five  of  the  judges  did  not  concur,  the  judg- 
ment was  affirmed.    Code,  §  14. 
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An  affirmance  in  such  case  was  not,  however,  regarded  obliga- 
tory as  a  precedent  in  settling  the  law  for  any  future  case  of  the 
same  kind.  Morse  v.  Govld^  11  N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  281.  But  where 
a  question  was  presented  to  the  court  oil  a  second  appeal,  iden- 
tical with  the  one  previously  before  it,  the  court  would  not 
depart  from  its  former  decisions,  although  the  judges  were  not 
unanimous  in  making  it,  Oakley  v.  AspinwaUy  13  N.  Y.  (3 
Kern.)  500.  And  it  was  also  held  l^at  a  motion  might  be  decided 
by  a  majority  of  the  judges  present,  six  being  a  quorum.  Oak- 
I.ey  V.  AspinwaUy  supra. 

Section  3.  Present  practice.  Under  the  amended  constitution 
of  1869,  article  6,  section  2,  any  five  members  of  the  present 
court  of  appeals  constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  concurrence  of 
four  of  them  is  necessary  to  a  decision.  As  to  the  rule  in  the 
commission  of  appeals,  see  Const.  1869,  art  6,  §  4. 

The  former  nde,  as  to  a  rehearing  under  the  provisions  of 
section  14  of  the  Code,  has  been  changed  by  statute.  See  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  203,  §  1. 

Where  a  question  has  once  been  passed  upon  in  the  court  of 
appeals,  and  the  precise  question  is  again  presented  to  the  same 
court,  the  rule  of  stare  decisis  must  be  adhered  to,  and  the 
former  decision  followed.  JN'ew  York  and  New  Haven  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Eetchumy  34  How.  302;  S.  C,  1  Trans.  App.  116;  3  Keyes,  24, 
863. 

ARTICLE  Vni. 

OF  BBHrrrrrtTB  AKD  EKFOBCEHEirr. 

Section  1.  Practice  before  1846.  In  the  old  court  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors,  the  next  step  to  be  taken  after  the  decision  of 
a  question  by  the  court,  was  to  remit  the  record  to  the  court  be- 
low, that  execution  might  issue  upon  it,  according  to  the  judg- 
ment rendered  by  the  court  above.    Graham' s  Prac.  977. 

The  remittitur  migi*  be  filed  in  vacation,  and,  upon  filing  it^ 
the  party  was  at  once  entitled  to  take  out  execution.  Lyon  v. 
BurtiSy  2  Cow.  510 ;  Dale  v.  RoseveU,  1  Wend.  25.  The  remittitur 
being  sent  down  to  the  court  below,  the  court  of  errors  lost  aU 
control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  it  was  then  too  late  to 
correct  an  error,  even  in  the  judgment  of  the  court.  If,  how- 
ever, a  remittitur  had  issued  irregularly,  or  the  party  had  irreg- 
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xdarly  obtained  the  order  of  the  court,  the  remittitur  might,  in 
such  case,  be  superseded.    Zegg  v.  Overbagh,  4  Wend.  188. 

Section  3.  Practice  under  constitution  of  1846.  After  a  judg- 
ment in  the  late  court  of  appeals  had  been  once  remitted  to  the 
court  below,  to  be  enforced  according  to  law,  all  jurisdiction  of 
the  cause  in  the  former  court  was  lost,  and  the  only  remedy  was 
by  a  new  appeal.  Dresser  v.  Brooks^  4  How.  207 ;  S.  C,  2  N. 
Y.  (2  Comst.)  559 ;  2  Code  E.  130. 

And  the  court  below  had  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  although 
the  remittitur  had  not  actually  been  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the 
latter  court.    Judson  v.  Oray^  17  How.  289. 

On  the  dismissal  of  an  appeal,  a  remittitur  was  the  regular 
process  to  restore  the  cause  to  the  court  below  to  be  enforced. 
Langley  v.  Warner^  2  Code  R.  97. 

Section  3.  Present  practice.  The  present  practice  in  the  court 
of  appeals,  in  regard  to  the  remitting  of  a  cause  to  the  court 
below,  and  the  enforcement  of  its  judgments,  is  similar  to  that 
formerly  observed  in  the  late  court  of  appeals.  See  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  203,  §§  1,  2 ;  id.  §  6. 

It  is  prescribed  by  rule  14  of  the  present  rules  of  the  court  of 
appeals  that  "the  remittitur  shall  contain  a  copy  of  the  judg- 
ment of  this  court  and  the  return  made  by  the  clerk  below,  and 
sball  be  sealed  with  the  seal  and  signed  by  the  clerk  of  this 
court'' 

Rule  16  prescribes  that,  "when  a  decree  or  order  shall  be 
affirmed  by  the  default  of  the  appellant,  the  remittitur  shall  not 
be  sent  to  the  court  below,  unless  this  court  shall  otherwise 
direct,  until  ten  days  after  notice  of  the  affirmance  shall  have 
been  served  on  the  attorney  of  the  appellant.  Service  of  the 
notice  shaU  be  proved  to  the  clerk  by  affidavit,  or  by  the  written 
admission  of  the  attorney  on  whom  it  was  served." 

And  where  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  is  reversed  by 
default  in  not  joining  in  error,  the  remittitur  should  not  be  sent 
to  the  court  below  until  ten  days  have  elapsed.  Lyme  v.  Ward^ 
1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.)  631 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  101 ;  7  N.  Y.  Leg. 
Obs.  10. 

The  intention'  of  the  above  rule  (16),  requiring  a  delay  of  ten 
days  after  service  of  notice  of  the  default  before  the  sending  down 
of  the  remittitur^  is  to  protect  the  party  against  surprise,  and  to 
give  him  ample  time  to  make  his  application  for  relief,  or  to 
obtain  an  order  staying  proceedings,  to  enable  him  to  do  so. 

37 
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Latson  v.  Wallace^  9  How.  334.  The  judgment  of  the  court  of 
appeals  is  to  be  sent  back  to  the  inferior  court  to  be  there  en- 
forced, and  must,  therefore,  be  brought  foTTnaUy  to  the  notice 
of  such  inferior  court,  and  be  made  one  of  its  judgments.  And 
until  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  appeals  is  incorporated  in  its 
records,  no  proceedings  can  be  instituted  to  enforce  its  directions. 
Seacord  v.  Morgan^  17  How.  394  ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  4  Abb.  N.  S. 
249  ;  35  How.  487 ;  34  id.  626  {n). 

Upon  a  remittitur  being  filed  in  the  court  below,  all  that  can 
be  done  by  the  inferior  tribunal  is  to  formally  adopt  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  of  appeals  as  its  own  {Macgregor  v.  Buell^  17 
Abb.  31),  and  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  determination  of  the  appellate  court  into  effect.  Id. ;  S.  C. 
affirmed  on  this  point,  1  Keyes,  153 ;  33  How.  450. 

A  single  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  cannot  stay  proceed- 
ings by  an  ex  parte  order,  absolutely,  after  a  remitt/^i^r  has  been 
issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  prevailing  party,  and  an 
entry  of  judgment,  in  pursuance  of  the  remittitur^  will  be  form- 
ally correct,  notwithstanding  such  an  order.  Lawrences.  Bank 
of  the  Republic,  6  Eob.  497. 

Where  the  court  below  has  obtained  legal  possession  of  the 
remittitur^  and  has  made  the  judgment  of  the  appellate  court 
its  own,  it  has  not  the  power  to  grant  an  order  remitting  back 
the  judgment  to  the  appellate  court  for  the  correction  of  errors. 
Vermilye  v.  Selden^  6  How.  41 ;  S.  C,  8  Sandf.  683 ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg. 
Obs.  83.  And  restitution  will  not  be  ordered  by  the  court  below, 
unless  the  remittitur  contains  a  direction  to  that  effect.  Young  v. 
Brush,  18  Abb.  171 ;  8.  C,  28N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  667 ;  41 N.  Y.  (2  Hand) 
620(71);  reversing  S.  C,  38  Barb.  294  ;  24  How.  70.  Or  unless 
upon  notice  to  the  party  to  be  affected  by  such  order.  Id.  The 
only  remedy,  in  case  of  errors  in  the  judgment,  or  in  cases  requir- 
ing amendment,  after  the  remittitur  has  been  actually  filed,  must 
be  sought  in  the  court  below,  or  by  a  new  appeal.  Lawrence 
V.  Bank  of  the  Republic,  6  Rob.  497 ;  Newton  v.  Harris,  1  Code 
R.  N.  S.  191 ;  S.  C,  8  Barb.  306 ;  Burkle  v.  Luce,  1  N.  Y.  (1 
Comst.)  239 ;  S.  C,  3  How.  236 ;  Martin  v.  Wilson,  1  N.  Y.  (1 
Comst.)  240.  But,  where  the  order  entered  on  the  decision  of  a 
cause  does  not  correctly  state  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the 
appellate  court,  it  will  be  amended,  on  motion^  notwithstanding 
the  remittitur  has  been  filed  in  the  court  below.  Palmer  v. 
Lawrence,  5  N.  Y.  (1  Seld.)  455.  ^ 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF  THE  SUPBEME  COUET. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OHGAKIZATIOir. 

Section  1.  Of  the  early  court  in  this  State.  The  supreme  court 
of  the  State  of  New  York  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  repre- 
sentative assembly  of  the  province  of  New  York,  which  was  con- 
vened in  the  year  1691.  Bradford's  Col.  Sess.  Laws,  Ed.  of 
1691.  This  act  took  effect  for  two  years  only,  but  it  was 
renewed  from  time  to  time,  until  1699,  when  Governor  Bella- 
mont  issued  an  ordinance  continuing  the  ^ourt  indefinitely,  and 
embodying  the  same  provisions  as  the  act  of  establishment,  and 
the  acts  amendatory  thereof.  2  Rev.  Laws  of  1818,  app.  No.  5. 
See  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduction,  61.  It  has  been  thought  by 
some  that,  in  1697,  the  act  of  establishment  was  permanently 
continued  (Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  137),  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
authority  of  the  courts  up  to  a  comparatively  late  period,  had 
its  source  in  the  ordinance  mentioned  above,  and  that  of  1704,  the 
latter  of  which  was  issued  by  Governor  Combury.  2  Rev. 
Laws  of  1818,  app.  6. 

Previous  to  this  time  there  had  existed  in  the  province  a  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  established  by  the  act  ^' to  settle  courts  of 
justice,  passed  by  the  representative  assembly  in  1683,  and  which 
was  composed  of  two  judges  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
each  of  whom  held  a  circuit  of  the  court  in  each  of  the  counties 
of  the  province  twice  a  year,  having  associated  with  him  four  of 
the  justices  of  the  j>eace  of  the  county,  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York  the  mayor,  recorder  and  four  aldermen.  This  court  had 
jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  civil  and  cr&ninal,  triable  at  the  com- 
mon law,  and  was  the  general  api)ellate  court.  Mansfield's 
Iawb  of  1688,  in  N.  Y.  State  Library ;  2  Rev.  Laws  of  1818,  app. 
9.  Under  this  act,  the  court  thus  constituted  continued  to  be 
the  highest  court  of  law  in  the  province  until  the  passage  of  the 
colonial  act  above  referred  to,  in  1691  (see  Graham  on  Jurisdic* 
tion,  135),  by  which  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  abolished, 
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but  its  name  was  retained  to  designate  the  criminal  circuit  of  the 
supreme  court. 

As  it  was  at  first  organized,  the  supreme  court  was  composed 
of  a  chief  judge  and  four  assistant  justices,  appointed  by  the 
governor,  and  was  held  only  in  the  city  of  New  York  (see  1  E. 
1).  Smith,  Introduction,  49),  but  in  1692  the  act  was  so  amended 
that  the  court  should  sit  twice  a  year  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  that  one  of  the  justices  should  go  the  circuit  annually,  and 
hold  the  court  in  each  of  the  other  counties.  3  Col.  Doc.  716. 
By  the  ordinance  of  Governor  Combury  issued  in  1704,  the  court 
was  to  be  held  four  times  in  each  year  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  at  such  other  places  as  by  proclamation  the  governor  and 
council  might  appoint.  5  Col.  Doc.  409 ;  2  Rev.  Laws  of  1813, 
app.  No.  6. 

Bellamont'  s  ordinance  of  continuance  made  no  provision  for 
the  number  of  judges  and,  by  common  consent,  only,  then  acted 
as  such  for  about  &&jy  years  when  an  additional  one  was  ap- 
pointed. Rec.  of  Com' 8  V.  147-224 ;  1 E.  D.  Smith,  Preface,  62. 
Thus  constituted,  the  court  continued  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  revolution  and  the  adoption  of  the  first  State  constitution  in 
1777,  which  recognized  the  court  as  an  existing  tribunal,  and 
continued  it  as  theretofore.  Const,  of  1777, 24,  25,  33.  After  the 
close  of  the  revolution  the  court  was  held  regularly  at  New  York 
and  Albany,  circuits  being  held  for  the  trial  of  causes  at  nisi 
prills  in  the  other  counties,  and  with  a  chief  justice  and  four 
puisne  judges,  all  of  whom  held  their  office  until  sixty  years  of 
age,  or  during  good  behavior,  and  thus  the  court  continued  until 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1822.  Graham  on  Jurisdic- 
tion, 141-144 ;  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduction,  70. 

Section  2.  Court  before  1846.  The  next  constitution,  wbich 
went  into  eflfect  January  1,  1823,  made  considerable  change  in 
the  structure  of  the  court,  for  it  reduced  the  number  of  justices 
to  three — a  chief  justice  and  two  justices — any  of  whom  were 
empowered  to  hold  the  court.  Const,  of  1823,  art  6,  §  4.  It 
also  authorized  the  legisMture  to  distribute  the  State  into  not  less 
than  four,  nor  more  than  eight  circuits,  for  each  of  which  a  cir- 
cuit judge  was  to  be  appointed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the 
same  time,  as  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  and  who  should 
possess  the  powers  of  a  supreme  court  justice  at  chambers,  and  in 
the  trial  of  causes  at  nisi  prius.  Const,  of  1823,  art.  5,  §  6.  This 
was  effected  by  the  legislature  soon  after,  by  the  division  of  the 
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State  into  eight  circuits.  2  E.  S.  201 ;  1  id.  97.  In  each  of  the 
counties  separately  organized  there  were  to  be  held  at  least  two 
circuits  and  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer^  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York  at  least  four  terms  in  each  year.  2  E.  S.  201,  §  2.  The 
justices  of  the  court  and  the  circuit  judges  were  appointed  by 
'  file  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  2 ;  id.  ch.  821,  §  4.  They  held  their  office 
during  good  behavior,  or  until  they  reached  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  but  might  be  removed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature.  1  B.  S.  106,  §  2 ;  Laws  of  1828,  ch. 
321,  §  4.  Under  this  organization,  substantially,  the  court  re- 
mained until  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1846. 

Section  3.  Court  under  constitution  of  1846.  The  court  was 
continued  by  the  constitution  of  1846  as  ^^  a  supreme  court,  hav- 
ing general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity."  Const  of  1846,  art. 
6,  §  3.  The  State  was  divided  into  eight  judicial  districts,  of 
which  the  city  of  New  York  was  one,  and  the  electors  of  each 
of  the  several  districts  elected  four  justices  of  the  supreme  court, 
except  the  city  of  New  York,  which  elected  five.  Const.,  art.  6, 
§§  4,  11 ;  Laws  of  1852,  ch.  374,  Their  term  of  office  was  eight 
years,  and  they  were  so  classified  that  one  in  each  district  went 
out  of  office  every  two  years.  Const.,  art.  6,  §  4.  In  case  of  a 
vacancy,  it  was  filled  by  appointment  of  the  governor  until  the 
next  general  election  of  justices,  when  it  was  to  be  filled  for  the 
residue  of  the  unexpired  term,  and  they  mightf  be  removed  by  a 
concurrent  resolution  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature.  Const, 
art.  6,  §§  11,  13.  From  the  justices  having  the  shortest  time  to 
serve,  four  were  selected,  according  to  the  statute,  and  each  were 
required  to  sit  in  the  court  of  appeals  for  one  year.  Laws  of 
18l7,  ch.  280,  §  6.  And  the  justice  in  each  judicial  district  hav- 
ing the  shortest  time  to  serve,  and  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  was  the  presiding  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  16. 

Section  4.  Present  organization.  The  constitution,  as  amended 
in  1869,  provided  for  the  continuance  of  "tKe  existing  supreme 
court,"  and  that  it  should  be  composed  of  the  justices  then  in 
office,  and  their  successors.  It  also  provided  that  the  judicial 
districts  of  the  State  should  remain  until  changed  by  the  legis- 
lature ;  but  the  number  of  the  districts  cannot  be  increased. 
Const,  art.  6,  §  6. 

The  court  is  at  present  composed  of  thirty-three  justices  elect- 
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ed  by  the  people  of  the  respective  districts,  for  the  term  of  four- 
teen years,  four  being  elected  in  each  district^  except  that  com- 
posed of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  elects  five.  Const,  art. 
6,  §§  6,  13.  No  justice  is  allowed  to  sit  as  such  longer  than 
untU  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next,  after  he 
shall  be  seventy  years  of  age.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  13. 

They  receive  as  compensation  the  sum  of  $6,000  annually,  and 
an  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  day  for  their  expenses  when 
absent  from  their  homes  and  engaged  in  the  duties  of  their  office. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  9.  They  can  receive  no  fees  or  other 
perquisites  of  office,  nor  can  they  practice  as  attorney  or  counsel  in 
any  court  of  record  in  the  State,  or  act  as  referee.  Const.,  art 
6,  §  21.  They  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  concurrent 
resolution  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  if  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  concur  therein;  but  they  must  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  after  having  been  served  with  a  copy  of  the  charges. 
Const,  art.  6,  §  11. 

Vacancies  occurring  otherwise  than  by  the  expiration  of  a 
term  shall  be  filled  for  a  full  term  at  the  next  general  election 
happening  not  less  than  three  months  after  the  vacancy  occurs, 
and  until  it  is  so  filled,, the  governor  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  or,  if  the  senate  be  not  in  session,  the  gov- 
ernor may  appoint  to  fill  such  vacancy,  and  such  appointment 
continues  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next 
after  the  election  ^t  which  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled.  Const, 
art.  6,  §*9.  A  resignation  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  on 
the  6th  of  November,  1871,  when  another  person  was  elected  on 
the  7th  of  the  same  month,  creates  a  vacancy  until  the  31st  day 
of  December  following,  and  no  longer.  This  vacancy  may  be 
filled  by  the  governor ;  but,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  foUowillg, 
the  newly  elected  justice  will  take  the  office  for  a  full  term. 
People  ex  rel.  Jackson  v.  Pottery  42  How.  260. 

On  the  26th  day  of  May,  1870,  the  governor  appointed  from 
the  whole  bench  of  the  supreme  court  a  presiding  justice  and 
two  associate  justices,  to  compose  a  general  term  in  each  of  the 
four  departments  of  the  State,  and  it  his  duty  to  designate  her^ 
after  justices  to  fill  those  positions  as  often  as  vacancies  may  oc^ 
cur.  The  presiding  justices,  when  appointed,  continue  as  such 
during  their  term  of  office,  and  the  associate  justices  act  as  such 
for  five  years  from  the  last  day  of  December  next,  after  their 
designation.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  3.    In  case  of  the  absence 
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of  the  presiding  justice  from  the  place  appointed  for  holding  a 
general  term,  the  associate  justice  present,  who  has  the  shortest 
time  to  serve,  may  act  as  such ;  and  if  an  associate  justice  be 
absent^  the  presiding  justice  may  select  some  other  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  to  sit  until  the  associate  shall  attend ;  and  any 
justice  designated  to  one  department  may  sit  in  any  other  in 
place  of  any  justice  of  such  other  department.  Laws  of  1870, 
eh.  408,  §§  4,  6.  But  no  justice  can  sit  to  hear  a  case  upon  ap- 
peal to  review  a  decision  made  by  him,  or  by  any  court  of 
which  he  was  at  the  time  a  sitting  member.    Const,  art.  6,  §  8. 


ARTICLE  n. 

juBisDicnoisr. 

Section  1.  Of  the  early  court  in  this  State,  The  act  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  which  established  the  supreme  court  declared  that 
it  should  have  cognizance  of  all  actions,  civil,  criminal  and  mixed, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  the  courts  of  king' s  bench,  common  pleas 
and  exchequer  of  England.  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduction,  49. 
In  and  to  which  supreme  court  all  and  every  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  should  or  might,  if  th^  should  see  meet,  com- 
mence or  remove  any  action  or  suit,  the  debt  or  damage  laid  in 
such  action  or  suit  being  upward  of  twenty  pounds,  and  not 
otherwise,  or  should,  or  might,  by  warrant,  writ  of  error  or  cer- 
Uorariy  remove  out  of  any  of  the  respective  courts  of  mayor  and 
alderman,  session  and  common  pleas,  any  judgment,  information 
or  indictment  there  had  or  depending,  and  might  correct  errors 
in  judgment,  or  revise  the  same  if  there  should  be  just  cause, 
provided,  always,  that  the  judgment  removed  should  be  upward 
of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds.  Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  136. 
The  constitution  of  1777  assumed  the  existence  of  the  court  and 
provided  simply  for  its  organization  without  attempting  to  define 
or  limit  its  jurisdiction  (Const,  of  1777,  §§  24,  26),  and  so  of  the 
various  legislative  enactments  dowa  to  the  time  of  the  new  con- 
stitution of  1823.  Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  140.  The  constitu- 
tion of  1822-3  omitted  to  define  its  powers,  assuming  it  to  be  a 
court  of  well-established  common-law  jurisdiction,  and  provided 
only  in  respect  to  the  number  of  its  judges  and  the  tenure  of 
their  office,  and  continuing  it  with  its  original  powers  and  juris- 
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diction,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  the  legislature  might  make 
concerning  the  same  (Orig.  Const.,  §  36 ;  Const,  of  1823,  art.  7,  § 
13),  and  thus  the  court  continued  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction 
down  to  the  adoption  of  the  Revised  Statutes  in  1831. 

Section  2.  Court  before  1846.  The  Revised  Statutes,  as  adop- 
ted in  1831,  declared  that  the  supreme  court  should  "possess 
the  powers  and  exercise  the  jurisdiction  which  belonged  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  colony  of  New  York  "v^th  the  excep- 
tions, limitations  and  additions  created  and  imposed  by  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  this  State-' '  2  K.  S.  196,  §  1.  Thus  the 
court  continued  substantially  as  it  was  originally  constituted,  a 
court  of  general  law  jurisdiction,  until  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution of  1846. 

Section  3.  Court  under  constitution  of  1846.  The  constitu- 
tion of  1846  declared  that  there  should  be  a  supreme  court  hav- 
ing general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity,  and,  by  the  judiciary 
act  of  1847,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  possess  the  same  juris- 
diction as  had  formerly  been  exercised  by  the  supreme  court 
and  court  of  chancery,  thus  uniting  the  two  tribunals,  which  had 
previously  been  distinct.  Const,  of  1846,  art,  6,  §  3 ;  Laws  of 
1847,  ch.  280,  §  16.  See,  also,  Sherman  v.  Felt,  2  N.  Y.  (2  Comst.) 
186.  All  laws  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  then  present 
supreme  court  and  court  of  chancery,  or  any  court  held  by  any 
vice-chancellor,  were  made  applicable  to  the  court  then  consti- 
tuted, so  far  as  the  same  were  consistent  with  the  constitution  and 
judiciary  act.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  16.    See  ante,  296. 

Section  4.  Present  jurisdiction. 

a.  Original.  The  court  has  general  jurisdiction,  both  at  law 
and  in  equity.  Const.,  art.  6,  §  6.  It  has,  as  we  have  seen  in 
tracing  out  the  sources  of  its  authority,  the  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  old  supreme  court  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  with 
the  exceptions,  limitations  and  additions  created  and  imposed  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  (2  R.  S.  196,  §  1),  and  the 
old  court  of  the  colony  had  ample  authority  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  pleas  and  causes,  civil,  criminal  and  mixed,  and  to  hear 
and  determine  the  same  as  fiiUy  and  absolutely  as  the  courts  of 
king' s  bench,  common  pleas  and  exchequer  in  England.  2  Rev. 
Laws  of  1813,  app.  11,  13.     See  Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  156. 

This,  being  a  superior  court,  will  be  presumed  to  have  juris- 
diction untU  the  contrary  appears.  Bloom  v.  Burdicky  1  HlUj 
130, 139.    See  Wright  v.  Dov.gla$$,  10  Barb.  97, 110. 


I 
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In  general,  in  respect  to  actions ^  this  court  has  original  juris- 
diction of  all  actions,  both  real  and  personal,  arising  within  this 
State,  and  of  all  transitory  actions,  wherever  the  cause  of  action 
may  have  arisen  (Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  162),  with  the  excep- 
tions which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

In  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  criminal  jurisdiction  is  exer- 
cised. See  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  art  6.  As  regards  its  territo- 
rial extent,  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  co-extensive  with  the 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  which  is  fixed  and 
defined  by  statute.    1  R.  S.  65,  §  1. 

Special  proceedings.  There  is  a  large  class  of  cases  in  which 
the  supreme  court  has. original  jurisdiction,  derived  principally, 
if  not  wholly,  from  statute.  As  these  cases  will  hereafter  be 
folly  discussed,  there  will  be  but  a  brief  reference  to  the  statutes 
upon  which  they  are  founded.    Among  these  are— 

1 .  Habeas  corpus.  The  supreme  court,  its  justices  and  any 
officer  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  justice  of  this  court 
in  chambers,  being  within  the  county  where  the  prisoner  is  con- 
fined ;  or,  if  there  is  no  such  officer  within  the  county,  then  some 
officer  having  like  authority  in  an  adjoining  county  may  issue 
this  writ,  to  inquire  into  the  detention  of  any  person,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  statute.    2  R.  S.  563. 

2.  Certiorari.  This  writ  is  a  substitute  for  the  writ  of  habeas 
eorptcs  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  is  prosecuted  in  the 
same  manner.    2  R.  S.  563. 

It  was  formerly  much  used  by  way  of  appeals  in  civil  actions, 
but  is  now  superseded  by  appeals.    Code,  §  823. 

There  are  various  other  provisions  respecting  the  statutory  writ 
of  certiorari  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice  in  this  place.  See 
2  R.  S.  14,  602 ;  id.  732,  786. 

3.  Scire  fackLS.  The  writ  of  scire  facias  is  abolished  by  the 
Code,  and  the  remedies  heretofore  obtained  thereby  may  be  had 
by  action.    Code,  §  428. 

4  Quo  warranto.  This  writ  and  proceeding,  by  information  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto^  has  also  been  abolished,  and  an  ac- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto  substituted.    Code,  §  428. 

The  action  is  to  be  brought  by  the  attorney-general  in  the  name 
of  the  j>eople  of  the  State,  in  the  cases  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  lawi    Code,  §§  428  to  447. 

6.  MaTidamus.  This  remedy  is  one  of  the  most  important 
prerogatives  of  the  court,  and  was  derived  from  the  laws  before 
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referred  to,  giving  to  the  supreme  court  the  powers  of  the  king' s 
bench  in  England. 

The  remedy  is  used  to  compel  the  performance  of  any  duties 
devolving  by  law  upon  any  officer,  body  or  board  acting  in  a 
public  or  quasi  public  character.  It  will  lie  only  to  give  effect 
to  a  clear  legal  right.  The  People  v.  Supervisors  of  Chenango 
County^  11  N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  563 ;  The  People  ex  rel.  Post  v.  Ravr 
som^  2  N.  T.  (2  Comst.)  490.  And  when  such  right  is  clear, 
if  a  remedy  may  be  had  by  action,  that  must  be  pursued,  for 
a  mandamus  wUl  not  lie.  The  People  ex  rd.  Mygatt  v.  Super- 
visors  of  Ohenango  County^  11  N.  T.  (1  Kern.)  563 ;  Ex  parte 
The  FiremarCs  Insurance  Company^  6  Hill,  243;  The  People 
V.  Supervisors  of  Oolumhia  County^  10  Wend.  363 ;  HvJl  v. 
The  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Oneida^  W  Johns.  259 ; 
Matter  of  Shipley^  10  id.  484.;  The  King^Y.  Bank  of  England^ 
Doug.  624.  It  has  been  said  that  'Hhis  is  not  universally  true 
in  relation  to  corporations  and  ministerial  officers."  McCui- 
lough  V.  The  Mayor  of  Brooklyn^  23  Wend.  468.  See  The 
People  ex  rel.  Oriffi/n  v.  Steele^  2  Barb.  397. 

The  general  rule  has  been  stated  to  be,  that,  where  the  law 
enjoins  a  duty  and  no  other  legal  remedy  exists,  it  is  the  office 
of  this  court  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  law  by  mandamus. 
Hull  V.  Supervisors  of  Oneida^  19  Johns.  259, 262 ;  Ex  parte  Nel- 
son,  1  Cow.  417 ;  The  People  ex  rel.  Wilson  v.  The  Supervisors 
of  Albany,  12  Johns.  414 ;  Hex  v.  Barker ,  3  Burr.  1265 ;  Bac.  Abr. 
^^ MandamuSy^^  527.  But  this  is  not  an  absolute  rule.  The 
People  ex  rel.  Doughty  v.  The  Judges  of  Dutchess  C.  P.,^ 
Wend.  668 ;  TJie  Judges  of  Oneida  Common  Plea^  v.  Tlie  Peo- 
ple, 18  id.  79,  98 ;  Bex  v.  Justices  of  Wilts,  2  Chitty,  257. 

Although  it  is  not  intended  in  this  place  to  specify  the  particu- 
lar cases  in  which  the  writ  of  mandamus  will  b^  issued,  yet  it 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle  that  it  will  be  allowed 
to  enforce  ministerial  duties,  but  not  to  control  the  lawful  discre- 
tion of  any  body  or  oAcer.  People  v.  Supervisors  of  Columhiay 
10  Wend.  363 ;  HuU  v.  Supervisors  of  Oneida,  19  Johns.  259,  263 ; 
The  People  ex  rel.  Doughty  v.  The  Judges  of  Dutchess  C.  P.,20 
Wend.  658 ;  The  United  States  v.  Lawrence,  8  Dall.  42 ;  Ex 
parte  Whitney,  13  Pet,  404. 

A  mandamus  cannot  issue  out  of  this  court  to  a  United  States 
officer.     McClung  v.  Silliman,  5  Curtis,  184 ;  6  Wheat.  698. 

6.  Prohibition  and  consultation.    The  writ  of  prohibition  can 
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only  be  issued  out  of  the  supreme  court,  and  is  used  to  restrain 
inferior  courts  from  proceeding  judicially  in  the  suits  or  matters 
for  the  restraint  of  which  proper  cause  is  shown,  2  R.  S.  587. 
See,  also,  Quimbo  AppOy  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  531,  540  ;  People  v, 
OeneraZ  Sessions  of  New  Tork^  3  Barb.  144 ;  People  v.  Tomp- 
ktTis  Sessions^  19  Wend.  164.  A  writ  of  prohibition  ought  not 
to  be  resorted  Jto  when  another  adequate  remedy  exists.  People 
V.  Clute,  42  How.  157. 

Upon  the  decision  of  the  matter,  if  a  prohibition  absolute  be 
not  issued,  a  writ  of  consultation  is  allowed  directing  the  court 
or  party  to  proceed  in  the  suit  or  matter.  2  B.  S.  588.  See 
chapter  Prohibition. 

7.  Ad  qiiod  damnum.  This  writ  is  issued  when  lands  have 
been  taken  possession  of  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the 
State  by  the  governor,  and  he  is  not  able  to  agree  with  the 
owners  for  the  purchase  of  the  same.^  It  contains  a  description 
ot  the  lands,  etc.,  and  a  direction  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to 
assess,  with  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  the  damages  by  reason  of  such 
taking,  etc.    2  K.  S.  588. 

8.  Corporation  elections.  This  court  alone  has  power  to 
inquire  into  the  validity  of  moneyed  corporations.    1  B.  S.  598. 

9.  Forfeitures.  An  action  for  the  recovery  of  property  for- 
feited to  the  people  of  this  State  may  be  brought  by  the  proper 
officer  in  this  court.    Code,  §  447. 

10.  Arbitrations.  Judgment,  under  the  report  of  arbitrators, 
may  be  entered  in  any  court  of  record.  As  to  proceedings  therein, 
See  2  B.  S.  541. 

11.  Insolvent  debtors.  This  court  has  jurisdiction  of  proceed* 
ings  by  and  against  insolvent  debtors.    2  B.  S.  3-^4. 

12.  Dower.  This  court  has  jurisdiction  of  proceedings  for 
the  admeasurement  of  dower.    2  B.  S.  488. 

18.  Ships  and  vessels.  Proceedings  may  be  had  in  the 
supreme  court  for  the  collection  of  demands  against  ships  and 
vessels.    Laws  of  1862,  ch.  482. 

14.  Claims  against  deceased  persons.  This  court  (or  the 
county  court)  may  control  the  reference  of  disputed  claims 
against  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Bevised  Statutes.    2  B.  S.  88. 

b.  Concurrent.  The  supreme  court  has  concurrent  jurisdiction 
with  the  United  States  courts  in  certain  cases,  as  follows  :  With 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  all  suits  of  a  civil  nature, 
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at  law  or  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds,  exclusive 
of  costs,  the  sum  or  value  of  $600,  and  the  United  States  are  plain- 
tiffs or  petitioners,  or  an  alien  is  a  party  ;  or  where  the  suit  is 
between  a  citizen  of  the  State  where  the  suit  is  brought  and  a 
citizen  of  another  State.  Brightly' s  U.  S.  Dig.  126.  The  general 
rule  in  such  cases,  that  the  court  first  obtaining  jurisdiction  and 
being  competent  to  administer  it  will  retain  it,  is  not  the  rule  in 
these  cases,  for  the  act  of  congress  confers  the  privilege  of  remov- 
ing the  action  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  under  cer- 
tain circumstances.    Brightly' sU.  S.  Dig.  128. 

It  has  also  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  court  of  admiralty 
in  certain  cases  of  marine  torts.  But  it  must  clearly  appear  that 
they  do  not  Ml  within  the^i^e  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  for  in 
such  no  refinement  of  distinction  can  divest  the  admiralty  of 
its  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Percivat  v.  Hickey^  18  Johns.  257 ; 
Nomon  v.  HaUett,  16  id.  327  ;  reversing  S.  C,  14  id.  273. 

c.  Appellate.  The  supreme  court  is  the  highest  court  in  the 
State  combining  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  and  in  exer- 
cising the  latter  it  is  subject  only  to  the  revisory  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  of  appeals.  It  has  appellate  jurisdiction  to  revise  and 
corrept  judgments  rendered  by  inferior  courts,  to  wit :  the  county 
courts,  the  mayor's  and  recorder's  court  of  cities,  the  city  court 
of  Brooklyn  and  the  surrogate's  courts.  Code,  §  844 ;  2  R.  S.  66. 
Also,  to  revise  and  correct  errors  of  the  supreme  court  itself. 
Code,  §  348.  As  to  appeals  in  special  proceedings  (see  Laws  of 
1854,  ch.  270),  this  court  may  also  restrain  inferior  courts  within 
the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  by  writs  of  prohibition  and  man- 
damus which  have  already  been  briefiy  alluded  to.  See  posty 
* '  Prohibition, "  "  Mandamus. ' ' 

d.  In  equity.  The  supreme  court  has  "general  jurisdiction 
in  law  and  equity"  (Const.,  art.  6,  §  6),  and  it  has  ail  the  pow- 
ers and  authority  of  the  old  court  of  chancery.  Laws  of  1847, 
ch.  280 ;  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  80 ;  Laws  of  1861,  ch.  163.  But  by 
the  blending  of  the  two  tribunals  it  has  not  acquired  any  author- 
ity which  was  not  previously  possessed  by  eithjer  the  supreme 
court  or  chancery.  Onderdonk  v.  Mott^  34  Barb.  106,  ante^  28. 
The  constitution  and  the  Code  have  abolished  every  limitation  in 
regard  to  the  amount  in  controversy  in  actions  of  an  equitable 
nature.  Sarsfleld  v.  Van  YaugJiner^  38  Barb.  444 ;  S.  C,  16  Abb. 
66 ;  reversing  S.  C,  14  id.  297.     See  Marsh  v.  Benson^  34  N.  Y, 
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(7  Tiff.)  368;  reversing  S.  C,  19  How.  416;  11  Abb.  241.  See 
wnie,  226,  226. 

All  courts  of  record  of  the  State  hare  jurisdiction  in  equity  in 
so  far  as  to  permit  an  equitable  defense  to  a  claim  at  law:  See 
Dohson  V.  PearcCy  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kem.)  156.  But  there  is  a  class  of 
proceedings  of  which  chancery  formerly  hid  complete  control, 
bat*  which  has  now  passed  entirely  to  the  supreme,  except  in 
those  cases  where  the  jurisdiction  is  conferred  expressly  upon 
other  courts. 

A  most  extensive  branch  of  this  statutory  jurisdiction  is  in 
relation  to  — 

e.  Corporations.  The  court  has  general  supervision  over  cor- 
porations established  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  may  restrain  their  acts,  by  injunction,  when  illegal,  exercise 
visitorial  power,  and  even  proceed  to  dissolve  the  corporation, 
in  proper  cases.    2  R.  S.  462. 

The  visitorial  authority  of  this  court  extends  to  the  following 
matters : 

1.  To  compel  directors,  managers  and  other  trustees  and  offi- 
cers of  corporations,  to  account  for  their  official  conduct  in  the 
management  and  disposition  of  the  fands  and  property  com- 
mitted to  their  charge. 

2.  To  decree  and  compel  payment  Ky  them  to  the  corporations 
whom  they  represent,  and  to  its  creditors  of  all  sums  of  money 
and  of  the  value  of  all  property  which  they  may  have  acquired 
to  themselves  or  transferred  to  others,  or  may  have  lost  or  wasted 
by  any  violation  of  their  duties  as  such  trustees. 

3.  To  suspend  any  such  trustee  or  officer  from  exercising  his 
office,  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  abused  his  trust. 

4.  To  remove  any  such  trustee  or  officer  from  his  office  upon 
proof  or  conviction  of  gross  misconduct. 

6.  To  direct  new  elections  to  be  held  by  the  body  or  board  duly 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  to  supply  vacancies  created  by  such 
removal. 

6.  In  case  the  entire  board  be  removed,  to  report  the  same  to 
the  governor,  who,  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  is  authorized 
to  fill  the  vacancies. 

7.  To  set  aside  corrupt  transfers  of  property  by  trustees  and 
officers,  where  those  to  whom  the  transfers  were  made  knew  the 
objects  of  such  transfer. 
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8.  To  restrain  sucli  transfers  when  the  same  is  threatened.  2 
R.  S.  462. 

This  jurisdiction  is  exercised  as  in  ordinary  cases  (now  by 
action).    2  R.  S.  463  ;  Code,  §  69. 

In  case  of  proceedings  for  the  dissolution  of  corporations, 
the  action  must  be  Brought  by  the  attorney-general,  upon  leave 
of  this  court.    Code,  §  430  et  seq. 

In  case  of  voluntary  dissolution  of  a  corporation.  See  2  R. 
S.  467. 

Or  it  may  be  involuntary  in  such  cases.  See  2  R.  S.  465 ;  Laws 
of  1849,  eh.  226. 

After  dissolution  the  court  has  authority  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  unpaid  shares  of  stock.  2  R.  S.  465 ;  Laws  of  1849, 
ch.  226. 

/.  iTifaTits.  This  court  may  order  the  sale  of  infant's  real 
estate  in  proper  cases  (2  R.  S.  194,  et  seq.\  and  direct  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proceeds.  lb.  This  court  has  the  general  guard- 
ianship of  infants  and  their  estates.  People  v.  Porter^  1  Duer, 
711 ;  11  N.  T.  Leg.  Obs.  228 ;  Willard's  Eq.  Jur.  617. 

g.  Custody  of  children.  This  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
supreme  court.    2  R.  S.  148.    See  Re  WaldroUy  13  Johns.  421. 

h.  IdiotSj  lunatics^  drunkards^  etc.  The  care  and  custody  of 
idiot>s,  lunatics,  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  habitual  drunk- 
ards, and  their  estates,  rest  with  the  supreme  court,  and  the 
authority  of  the  court  is  defined  by  statute.    2  R.  S.  51. 

i.  Thrusts  and  trustees.  The  court  has  general  authority  over 
the  management  of  trusts,  may  permit  trustees  to  resign,  remove 
fhem  for  cause  and  appoint  to  fill  vacancies.  1  R.  S.  780.  This 
jurisdiction,  it  seems,  was  possessed  by  the  court,  independent 
of  the  statute.    People  v.  Norton,  9  N.  Y.  (5  Seld.)  176,  178. 

As  to  the  appointment  pf  trustees  see  De  Peyster  v.  Clendin- 
ing,  8  Paige,  295,  310  ;  King  v.  DonneUy,  6  id.  47 ;  and,  gene- 
rally, as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  chancery  over  trusts,  see  4  Kent's 
Com.  292. 

j.  Guardians.  This  court  has  in  equity  general  power  over 
guardians,  to  appoint,  remove  or  control  them.  People  v.  Wilr 
cox,  22  Barb.  178, 189 ;  14  N.  T.  (4  Kern.)  575 ;  Ex  parte  Omrriby 
2  Johns.  Ch.  439  ;  Re  Andrews,  1  id.  99, 

h.  Removal  of  causes.  Any  action  or  proceeding  pending  in  a 
county  court  under  subdivision  1  of  section  30  of  the  Code  may 
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be  removed  to  the  supreme  court  for  good  cause  shown.  Code, 
§30, 

It  may  also  remove  into  the  supreme  court  any  action  brought 
under  the  2d  subdivision  of  section  33  of  the  Code  pending  in  the 
superior  court,  or  common  pleas,  of  New  York,  and  change  the 
place  of  trial  therein.    Code,  §  33.  > 

Anj  action  pending  in  a  county  court  may  be  transferred  to 
the  supreme  court  if  the  county  judge  is  incapable  of  acting. 
Code,  §  30.  Such  cause  must  be  heard^n  the  first  instance  at  a 
special  term  or  circuit  held  in  the  county  where  the  action  was 
brought  lb.  Any  transitory  action  pending  in  the  superior 
court  of  Buffalo  may  be  removed  to  the  supreme  court  if  the 
defendant  might  claim  a  change  of  venue.  Laws  of  1864,  ch. 
96,  §  15 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313,  §  4. 

I.  Where  it  has  no  jurisdiction.  Although  the  supreme  court 
is  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction,  yet  there  are  classes  of  cases  of 
which  it  has  no  authority  to  take  cognizance.  It  may  be  noticed 
in  the  first  place  that  where  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  the 
parties  cannot,  by  consent,  confer  it.    Ante^  46. 

The  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  suits  against  ambassadors, 
consuls,  etc.,  of  foreign  countries.    Anie^  120,  121.  • 

Cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction.  Brightly' s  U. 
S.  Dig  230 ;  but  see  Baker  v.  Hoag,  7  N.  T.  (3  Seld.)  566 ; 
Cashmere  v.  De  WoTf^  2  Sandf.  379 ;  Frith  v.  OroweU^  5 
Barb.  209. 

Actions  against  another  State  and  offenses  against  the  United 
States.    Ante,  120,  121. 

Seizures  under  the  United  States  revenue  laws,  except  where 
the  common  law  can  give  a  remedy.  lb. 

Actions  to  restrain  the  infringment  of  patents.  lb. 

Actions  to  recover  damages  for  a  willful  injury  to  the  person 
committed  in  another  State,  both  parties  being  citizens  of  that 
State.  Malony  v.  Dows^  8  Abb.  316.  See  Smith  v.  Bull^  17 
Wend.  323. 

In  general  it  has  no  jurisdiction  of  actions  relating  to  real 
estate  lying  in  another  State.  Watts  v.  Kinney^  6  Hill,  82 ;  Matt 
V.  Coddington,  1  Abb.  N.  S.  290 ;  S.  C,  1  Rob.  267.  But  it  may 
compel  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  for  the  conveyance 
of  such  lands  by  a  party  within  this  State.  Ante^  17.  Or  decree 
a  mortgage  on  such  lands  void.  Williams  v.  AyrauUt^  31  Barb. 
864.    See  anfe,  17. 
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Nor  of  actions  against  foreign  corporations,  except  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  statute  conferring  jurisdiction.  Owmber- 
land  Coal  Co.  v.  Sherman,  8  Abb.  243 ;  S.  C,  30  Barb.  159. 

Actions  to  recover  penalties  created  by  the  statutes  of 
another  State  are  not  cognizable  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
Bird  V.  Hayden,  2  Abb..  N.  S.  61 ;  S.  C,  1  Rob.  383. 

It  has  no  jurisdiction  of  an  action  upon  a  right  conferred  by 
statutes  where  the  ^statutes  provide  for  its  enforcement  through 
other  courts  without  Mentioning  the  supreme  court.  Dudley 
V.  MayheWj  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  9 ;  ante,  45. 

Nor  has  it  jurisdiction  to  restrain  an  action  pending  in  a  sister 
State.  Williams  v.  Ayrault,  31  Barb.  364  ;  Mead  v.  Merritt^  3 
Paige,  402. 

ARTICLE    in. 

POWERS. 

'  Section  1.  Early  courts.  Of  the  particular  powers  of  the  early 
supreme  court  of  the  State  we  have  very  little  record,  except 
that  it  was  invested  with  such  authority  as  was  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  its  then  limited  business,  and  had  power  to  establish 
rules  and  ordinances  and  regulate  the  practice  of  the  court.  Col. 
Sess.  Laws  (Bradford's  Ed.)  of  1694. 

Section  2.  Before  1846.  The  constitution  of  1823  materially 
altered  the  structure  of  the  court,  and  there  was  invested  in  its 
officers  certain  new  powers,  which  we  shall  briefly  notice. 

The  State  was  divided  at  this  time  into  eight  circuits,  in  eacli 
of  which  there  was  to  be  a  circuit  judge,'  and  it  created  three 
justices  of  the  court,  who,  beside  the  powers  of  the  circuit  judges, 
constituted  a  sui)erior  tribunal,  with  power  to  review  the  decis- 
ions of  the  circuit  courts,  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and 
of  all  inferior  jurisdictions.  Const,  of  1823,  art.  6.  It  also  pro- 
vided that  equity  powers  might  be  vested  in  the  circuit  judges. 
Const  of  1823,  art.  6.     See  act  of  April  17,  1823,  chap.  182. 

Under  the  regulations  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  the  circuit  courts 
had  power  to  try  all  such  issues  and  take  all  such  inquests  as 
are  to  be  tried  or  taken  in  said  courts,  to  record  all  nonsuits  or 
defaults  taken  before  them,  and  to  return  all  proceedings  had 
before  them  into  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  directing  the 
same.  2  R.  S.  202,  203,  §  13.  Any  judge  or  justice  of  the  court 
might  hold  circuits  in  any  part  of  the  State.    2  R.  S.  203,  §  14. 
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Seetion  3.  Under  eonstitution  of  1846.  Under  the  constitution 
of  1846  the  supreme  court  possessed  the  same  powers  as  had  pre- 
viously been  exercised  by  that  court  and  the  court  of  chancery 
(Laws  of  1847,  ch,  280,  §  16),  for,  under  that  instrument,  the 
court  had  a  general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity  (Const  of 
1846,  art.  6,  §  3),  and  the  justices  of  the  court  exercised  the  same 
powers  as  had  previously  been  exercised  by  justices  of  the 
supreme  courts  chancellors,  vice-chancellors  and  circuit  judges^ 
60  far  as  the  same  were  consistent  vnth  the  constitution  and  the 
•  provisions  of  the  act  of  establishment.  Laws  of  1847,  eh.  280, 
§  16.  All  previous  laws  relating  to  the  powers  of  the  court  and 
judges  were  made  applicable  to  the  court  thus  constituted. 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  22. 

Justices  of  the  peace  and  judges  and  justices  of  inferior  courts 
not  of  record  might  be  removed  by  the  supreme  court.  Laws 
of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  25. 

The  court  of  course  possessed  all  the  i)owers  incident  to  courts 
of  general  jurisdiction,  but  we  have  reserved  particular  notice 
of  the  powers  of  the  judges  for  the  article  on  the  present  power 
of  the  court,  in  order  to  avoid  repetition. 

Seetion  4.    Present  powers. 

a.  Of  tlie  court  The  court,  as  at  present  constituted,  possesses 
all  the  powers  incident  to  courts  of  general  jurisdiction,  both  at 
law  and  in  equity,  which  includes  the  power  to  regulate  its  prac- 
tice and  enforce  obedience  to  its  commands  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  in  the  manner  regulated  by  law.  As  to  the 
power  of  the  court  to  punish  for  contempt,  see  Wicker  v.  Dres- 
seTy  4  Abb.  98 ;  S.  C,  13  How.  331 ;  J)res$er  v.  Van  Pelt,  16  id. 
19 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  687.  It  has  been  held  in  a  late  case  that  the 
eourt  has  no  power  to  punish  as  for  contempt  the  disobedience 
of  an  order  made  by  a  judge  out  of  court,  unless  the  order  was 
made  in  an  action  pending  in  the  court.  The  People  ex  rel. 
Oeery  v.  BrennaUy  46  Barb.  344. 

The  power  of  the  court  in  particular  cases  will  not  be  detailed 
in  this  x)ortion  of  the  work,  but  reference  may  be  had  to  the 
practice  in  the  various  proceedings  where  the  powers  of  the 
eourt  will  be  fully  set  forth,  and  for  the  powers  of  the  various 
terms  see  ^^  Terms." 

ft.  Of  the  judges  in  court  Justices  of  the  supreme  court 
when  holding  terms,  or  as  it  is  commonly  called,  in  courts  have 
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all  the  powers  of  the  court  except  such  as  are  vested  in  the 
general  term. 

In  the  first  judicial  district  an  order  made  at  chambers  has  the 
same  effect  as  if  made  in  court.    Main  v.  Pope^  16  How.  271. 

Any  justice  of  the  court  may  hold  special  terms  and  circuits 
and  hold  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  any  county,  but  no 
judge  or  justice  can  sit  at  general  term,  or  in  the  court  of  appeals, 
to  review  a  decision  made  by  him,  or  by  any  court  of  which  he 
was  at  the  time  a  sitting  member.  Const.,  art.  6,  §§  7,  8 ; 
Code,  §  26.  If  associate  justices  of  the  general  term  are  absent^  • 
the  presiding  justice  present  may  select  any  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  to  hold  with  him  the  general  term,  and  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  any  department  have  power  to  sit  in  the  general 
term  of  any  other  department  in  place  of  any  justice  of  such 
other  department.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §§  4,  6. 

c.  AdjouTTtmertt.  After  an  appointment  of  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  a  circuit  has  been  duly  made,  a  judge  has  no  authority 
to  adjourn  such  court  to  be  held  at  another  place  Northrup  v. 
People,  37  N.  Y.  (10  TiiT.)  203 ;  S.  C.,.4  Abb.  N.  S.  227  ;  4  Trans. 
App.  477 ;  reversing  50  Barb.  147.  But  in  times  of  epidemic  dis- 
ease the  presiding  judge  of  the  court  may  make  an  order  chang- 
ing the  place  of  session.     Laws  of  1866,  ch.  174. 

d.  At  charabers.     The  judges  of  the  court  are  required  at  all  . 
reasonable  times,  when  not  engaged  in  holding  court,  to  transact 
such  other  business  as  may  be  done  out  of  court.    Code,  § 
27. 

Business  done  out  of  court  is  usually  said  to  be  done  at  cham- 
hers,  and  business  of  this  character  may  be  done  in  most  cases, 
by  a  justice  of  the  court  at  any  place,  as  for  example,  at  his 
residence  or  hotel.  But  when  acting  out  of  court  he  can  only 
do  what  he  is  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  do.  Bangs  v. 
Selden,  13  How.  374. 

e.  First  district.  Every  proceeding  commenced  before  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  first  judicial  district  may  be  continued  before 
another  with  the  same  effect  as  if  commenced  before  him.  Code, 
§  27.  The  true  construction  of  this  is,  that  a  proceeding  com- 
menced by  a  judge  competent  to  institute  it  may  be  con- 
tinued before  any  other  judge  competent  to  have  commenced  it. 
Dresser  v.  Van  Pelt,  15  How.  19  ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  687. 

/.  What  may  he  done  at  cTiambers.  Judgment  may  be  given  on 
a  frivolous  answer,  demurrer  or  reply.  Code,  §  247.    And  under 
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that  section  he  may  make  the  order  either  absolute  or  conditional. 
WitJierspoon  v.  Van  Dolar^  15  How.  266.  He  may  grant  an 
order  of  arrest,  an  attachment,  an  injunction,  or  an  order  for  ex- 
amination in  supplementary  proceedings  (Code,  §§  180,  218,  228, 
292),  and  may  conduct  almost  every  ifiterlocutory  proceeding 
in  an  action.    See  Code,  §  401. 

As  to  the  power  of  a  judge  to  punish  for  a  contempt  of  his 
orders,  see  Wicker  v.  Dresser^  14  How.  465 ;  Dresser  v.  Van 
Pdt,  15  id.  19 ;  Shepherd  v.  Dean,  13  id.  173 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb. 
424;  Matter  of  Smethurst,  4  How.  369  ;  S.  C,  2  Sandt  724 ;  3 
Code  R.  55 ;  The  People  ex  rel.  Kearney  v.  Kelly,  22  How. 
309 ;  S.  C,  13  Abb.  469. 

In  the  first  judicial  district,  judges  at  chambers  are  authorized 
to  hear  all  motions,  except  for  new  trials  on  the  merits.  Code,  § 
401.  See  Main  v.  Pope,  16  How.  271 ;  Dishrow  v.  Folger,  5 
Abb.  53 ;  Lowher  v.  Mayor,  etc.,  of  New  TorJc,  id.  325,  except 
perhaps  to  grant  a  judgment,  which,  it  seems,  he  cannot  do, 
except  upon  a  frivolous  pleading.  Aymar  v.  Chace,  12  Barb. 
301;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  330. 

Proceedings  in  that  district  commenced  before  one  judge  may 
be  continued  with  like  eflTect  before  another.  Code,  §  27.  See 
Dresser  v.  Van  Pelt,  15  How.  19. 

g.  What  cannot  he  done  at  chamibers.  No  order  to  stay  pro- 
ceedings for  a  longer  time  than  twenty  days  can  be  granted  by  a 
judge  put  of  court,  except  upon  previous  notice  to  the  adverse 
party.  Code,  §  401.  As  to  the  force  of  an  order  granted  in 
violation  of  this  section,  see  Ha^hroucJc  v.  Ehrich,  7  Abb.  76,  80. 

An  ex  parte  order  staying  proceedings  pending  an  appeal, 
cannot  be  made  by  a  judge  out  of  court  {Steam  Nav.  Co.  v. 
Weed,  8  How.  49),  and  semhle,  that  no  order  should  be  made  in 
that  case,  except  such  a  one  as  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation 
within  twenty  days.    Lottimer  v.  Lord,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  183. 

He  should  only  grant  an  absolute  stay  until  application  can 
be  made  for  velietiChubhucJc  v.  Morrison,  6  How.  370 ;  BanJc  of 
Genesee  v.  Spencer,  15  How.  14),  see  id.  416,  n,  and  only  for 
twenty  days  altogether.  Sales  v.  Woodin,  8  How.  349 ;  Anony- 
mous,  5  Sandf.  656  ;  Marvin  v.  Lewis,  12  Abb.  482. 

An  application  for  an  additional  allowance  must  be  made  to 
the  court.  S.  C.  Rules.  Code,  §  309.  See  Mann  v.  Tyler,  6 
How.  235;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  382. 

A  judge  out  of  court  cannot  tax  a  bill  of  costs.     Van  Sch/iick 
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V.  Winne^  8  How.  5.  See  also  NelMs  v.  De  Forest^  6  id. 
413.  But  costs  in  an  interlocutory  proceeding  in  an  action  or  a 
special  proceeding,  may  be  adjusted  by  the  judge  before  wliom 
the  same  may  be  had.    Code,  §  811. 

If  the  hearing  of  a  motion  is  to  be  before  the  courts  no  judge 
at  chambers  can  lessen  the  time  for  such  hearing  by  an  order  to 
show  cause,  except  the  judge  before  whom  the  hearing  is  to  be 
had.    Merritt  v.  SLocum^  6  How.  850. 

A  judge  at  chambers  cannot  extend  the  time  for  making  and 
serving  a  case  after  the  time  allowed  has  expired.  Doty  v. 
Brown^  8  How.  375. 

Nor  can  an  order  be  made  out  of  court  which  is  absolute,  con- 
tinuing and  indefinite,  either  to  set  aside  ot  stay  proceedings. 
Bank  of  Qenesee  v.  Spencer^  15  How.  14,  416,  n.  Officers  acting 
at  chambers  cannot  review  collaterally  a  question  decided  by  a 
competent  tribunal.  People  ex  rel.  Darlinfftcn  v.  Orser^  12 
How.  550, 

An  application  to  review  the  ex  parte  order  of  a  Judge  at 
chambers  must  be  made  to  the  justice  who  granted  the  order, 
or  to  the  court  on  notice.  Oayuga  County  Bank  v.  Warfietd^ 
18  How.  439 ;  Code,  §  824. 

Orders  to  show  cause,  made  by  a  judge  out  of  court,  cannot 
be  made  returnable  before  another  judge,  or  before  the  court. 
Hashrouck  v.  Ehrichy  7  Abb.  76,  81 ;  Merritt  v.  Slocfwm^  6  How. 
850 ;  but  the  hearing  may  be  transferred  to  another  judge. 
Code,  §  404. 

The  venue  cannot  be  changed  by  a  Judge  at  chambers. 
Schmck  V.  M'Kie,  4  How.  246. 

Nor  can  he  allow  a  common-law  writ  of  certiorari.  OardMT 
V.  Commissioners^  etc.^  of  WwrreTi^  10  How.  181. 

A  judge  out  of  court  has  no  authority  to  punish  for  contempt 
of  an  order  made  by  him  in  a  statutory  proceeding  before  him 
unless  authority  so  to  punish  is  conferred  by  Iftw.  The  People 
ex  rel.  Oeery  v.  Brennany  46  Barb.  344. 

h.  WTuxi  officers  may  perform  chamber  dtUies. '  Prior  to  the 
constitution  of  1846  there  existed  certain  officers  termed  supreme 
court  commissioners,  who  performed  most  of  the  duties  of 
Justices  at  chambers.  That  instrument  abolished  the  office  of 
commissioner,  but  similar  powers  have  been  conferred  on  certain 
other  officers,  as  follows : 

Coitnty  Jvdges  may,  within  their  respective  counties^  m^e 
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any  order  that  can  be  made  out  of  court,  without  notice,  except 
to  stay  proceedings  after  verdict.    Code^  §  401. 

In  actions  pending  in  the  supreme  court  they  may,  within  their 
counties,  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  judge  of  this  court  at  cham- 
bers.   Code,  §  403. 

They  may  appoint  a  guardian  ad  litem  tor  an  infant  party  in 
any  action.    Code,  §  116. 

And  order  a  farther  account  when  the  one  delivered  is  defect- 
iye.    Code,  §  168. 

They  may  conduct  proceedings  supplem^itary  to  execution 
npon  a  judgment  of  any  court.    Code,  §  292. 

But  a  county  judge  before  whom  such  proceedings  are  pend- 
ing has  no  ;)ower  to  try  them,  pending  an  appeal.  Sank  of 
Oenesee  v.  Spencer^  16  How.  412. 

Judges  of  the  superior  court  of  Neftb  York  may  perform  the 
duties  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  out  of  term.  Laws  of 
1828,  ch.  187,  §  23. 

Judges  of  common  pleas  of  New  York  have  the  same  powers. 
3  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  309.    Laws  1830^  ch.  186,  §  9. 

Justices  of  the  superior  court  of  Buffalo.  Laws  of  1864,  ch. 
96,  §§  26,  26  *,  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 

The  same  powers  have  been  conferred  upon  the  recorders  of 
Albany,  Hudson,  Troy  and  Oswego  (2  R.  S.  217,  218 ;  Laws  of 
1848,  ch.  820 ;  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  86 ;  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374,  §  21), 
and  JTpon  the  city  ^udge  of  Brooklyn  so  far  as  relates  to  strictly 
local  matters.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  18.  See  Laws  of  1860, 
cL  102. 

And  local  officers  elected  to  discharge  the  duties  of  county 
judge.    Seymour  v.  Mercer^  13  How.  664. 

These  laws  have  been  declared  constitutional  by  the  court  of 
appeals.  Rayner  v.  James^  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  316. .  But  see,  as 
to  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution^  CushTnan  v.  John- 
son,  13  How.  496 ;  S.  C,  4  Abb.  266. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

JUDGMENTS.  ^ 

8eetl<m  1.  Early  court*  In  the  act  of  establishment  of  this 
court  authority  was  given  in  civil,  criminal  and  mixed  actions,  i 

as  fully  and  amply  as  that  possessed  by  the  courts  of  king's 
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bench,  common  pleas,  or  exchequer  of  England,  and  although 
there  is  no  particular  record,  yet  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
judgments  of  this  court  at  that  time  had  a  like  effect  and  were 
.enforced  in  a  similar  manner  as  those  of  the  courts  upon  which 
this  was  modeled.  See  2  Paine  -&  Duer^s  Pr,,  "Appendix;" 
1  E.  D.  Smith,  "  Introduction." 

Section  2.  Before  1846.  By  the  Bevised  Statutes  it  was  declared 
that  "all  judgments  thereafter  rendered  by  a  court  of  record 
shall  bind  and  be  a  charge  upon  the  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, real  estate  and  chattels  real  of  every  person  against  whom 
such  judgment  shall  be  rendered,"  but  that  it  should  cease  to 
bind  such  estate  after  ten  years.    2  R.  S.  359,  §  3. 

Provision  was  also  made  by  statute  for  the  docketing,  cancel- 
ing and  enforcing  of  judgments  of  the  court  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  detail  in  this  place.     See  2  R.  S.  359,  et  seq. 

Section  3.    Under  constitution  of  1846.     Under  the  constitu 
tion  of  1846  no  material  alteration  was  made  in  the  practice 
respecting  judgments  except  those  effected  by  the  Code,  which  is 
noticed  in  the  following  section. 

Section  4.  Present  practice.  The  effect  of  the  judgments  of 
this  court  is  the  same  as  formerly,  but  the  manner  of  entering 
them  is  somewhat  changed  by  the  Code. 

Judgments  upon  issues  of  law,  or  of  fact,  or  upon  confession, 
or  upon  failure  to  answer  (except  where  the  clerk*  is  authorized 
to  enter  the  same  by  the  first  subdivision  of  section  246  and  by 
section  384,  and  except  where  it  may  be  given  at  general  term  as 
provided  in  section  265)  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  entered 
upon  the  direction  of  a  single  judge,  or  report  of  referees,  sub- 
ject to  review  at  the  general  term,  on  the  demand  of  either 
party,  as  provided  by  the  Code.  Code,  §  278.  But  a  judge  at 
chambers  cannot  direct  a  judgment  except  upon  a  frivolous 
answer,  demurrer  or  reply.  Aymar  v.  Chace,  12  Barb.  301 ; 
S.  C,  Code  R.  N.  S.  330. 

The  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  judges  holding  a  general 
term  is  necessary  to  pronounce  a  judgment.  Code,  §  19.  A 
judgment  was  held  valid  where  two  judges  who  heard  the  argu- 
ment and  one  who  did  not,  constituted  the  court  where  a  judg- 
ment was  pronounced,  the  one  not  present  at  the  argument 
taking  no  part  in  the  decision.  Corning  v.  Slosson^  16  N.  Y. 
(2.  Smith)  294. 

As  the  law  now  stands  two  of  the  justices  of  the  general  term 
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may  hold  the  court  where  the  third  is  incompetent  to  sit.  Van 
Rensselaer  v.  WUbecJc^  3  Lans.  498.  But,  in  such  a  case,  both 
justices  must  concur  in  pronouncing  any  judgment. 

The  clerk  of  the  court  keeps  a  judgment  book  (Code,  §  279) 
m  which  judgments  are  entered  specifying  the  relief  granted. 
Code,  §  280.  Section  282  of  the  Code  specifies  the  manner  of 
docketing  judgments  and  their  efiTect.    Code,  §  282. 


ARTICLE   V. 

OFFI0EB8. 

Section  1.  Early  court.  The  officers  were  such  as  were  recog- 
nized in  the  English  courts,  from  which  the  system  was  copied. 

Section  2.    Before  1846. 

Clerk.  Under  the  Revised  Statutes  the  clerk  was  appointed 
by  the  court,  and  held  office  for  three  years.    1  R.  S.  108, 

Slaie  reporter.  A  State  reporter  was  appointed  by  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, the  chancellor  and  chief  justice,  and  held  office 
during  their  pleasure.  lb. 

Attorneys.  Counselors,  solicitors  and  attorneys  were  ap- 
pointed and  licensed  by  the  court  under  rules  and  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  court,  and  they  might  be  removed  by  the 
court,  but  subject  to  such  removal  they  held  office  for  life.  lb. 

Sheriff.  The  sheriff  was  elected  for  three  years  by  the  electors 
of  their  respective  counties.  1  R.  S.  112.  He  appointed  his  own 
deputies  and  assistants.    1  R.  S.  116. 

Coroners.  Four  coroners  were  elected  in  the  same  manner  and 
for  the  same  term.    1  R.  S.  112. 

Commissioners  of  deeds  were  appointed  by  the  local  authori- 
ties- 1  R.  S.  109.  Not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  in  each 
town  of  the  State,  who  held  office  for  four  years.  lb. 

Notaries  public  were  appointed  for  the  various  cities  and 
counties  of  the  State  by  the  governor  and  senate.    1  R.  S.  98. 

Section  3.    Under  constitution  of  1846. 

Clerk.  Under  the  constitution  of  1846  the  office  of  clerk  as  it 
existed  prior  to  that  time  was  abolished,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  appeals  was  made  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  supreme  court 
Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  19.  And  the  clerks  of  the  several  coun- 
ties were  ex  officio  clerks  of  the  supreme  court  in  their  respective 
counties.  lb.    When  the  clerk  was  out  of  the  county  he  could  \ 


312        OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Officers -^Undet  constitution  of  1846. 

only  act  by  deputy,  and  any  act  of  the  deputy  was  presumed 
to  be  performed  in  the  absence  of  the  clerk.  Lucas  v.  Trustees 
of  Second  Baptist  Church  and  Society  of  Village  of  Oeneva^  4 
How.  353.  No  priority  could  be  gained  by  filing  papers  out  of 
office  hours.  Wardell  v.  Mason^  10  Wend.  573.  But  judg- 
ments could  not  be  entered  or  docketed  out  of  legal  office  hours. 
Old  Rules,  9. 

drier.  The  county  judge  of  each  county  appointed  a  crier 
for  all  courts  of  record  within  his  county  who  held  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  county  judge.  He  received  the  same  com- 
pensation and  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  sessions.  Laws 
of  1855,  ch.  530.  It  is  their  duty  to  attend  all  sessions  of  the 
court  in  the  county,  to  make  proclamation  at  the  opening  and 
adjournment  of  the  court,  and  to  call  parties  on  recognizances, 
attachments,  etc. 

Reporter,  By  the  cpnstitution  of  1846,  all  judicial  decisions 
were  declared  to  be  free  for  publication  by  any  person.  Const 
of  1846,  art.  6,  §  32. 

Attorneys.  The  constitution  provided  that  any  male  citisen 
of  the  age  of  21  years,  of  good  moral  character,  and  who  posses- 
sed the  requisite  qualifications  of  learning  "and  ability,  should 
be  entitled  to  admission  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State. 
Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  8. 

The  legislature  under  this  provision  authorized  the  supreme 
court  to  regulate  the  admission  of  attorneys.  Laws  of  1847,  ch. 
280,  §  76. 

Accordingly  the  supreme  court  provided  for  the  admission  of 
attorneys,  upon  examination  in  open  court,  upon  the  various 
branches  of  law  and  practice.  There  were  certain  prerequisites 
to  an  examination  which  might  be  proved  by  the  applicant's 
affidavit,  U)  wit,  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  that 
he  was  21  years  of  age,  and  that  he  was  a  resident  of  the  district 
in  which  he  applied.  He  must  also  show  by  the  certificate 
of  a  counselor  of  the  court,  or  other  reputable  person,  that  he 
was  a  person  of  good  moral  character.  Old  Rules,  2.  If  the 
applicant  was  from  another  State  he  must  comply  with  these 
provisions,  or  produce  a  certificate  from  a  judge  of  the  highest 
court  of  original  jurisdiction  in  that  State,  to  the  effect  that,  for 
three  ye^rs  immediately  preceding,  such  applicant  had  practiced 
as  an  attorney  in  such  court  and  was  in  good  standing  as  such.  lb. 
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Upon  admission  applicants  signed  the  rolls  and  took  the  oath 
of  office.  lb. 

The  legislature  also  provided  for  the  granting  of  diplomas  by 
certain  law  schools,  which  admitted  qualified  persons  to  prac- 
tice.   Laws  of  1860,  ch.  187,  §  20. 

Sheriff.  No  change  was  made  under  the  constitution  of  1846 
touching  the  office  of  sheriff. 

Section  4.  Present  offieers. 

Cleric.  Clerks  of  the  several  counties  are  clerks  of  the 
supreme  court,  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.    Const,  art.  6,  §  20. 

The  office  hours  of  the  clerk  are,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
from  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  four  o'clock  in  tiie  after- 

« 

noon,  in  each  day  of  the  year  except  Sundays  and  such  days  as 
are  declared  by  law  to  be  holidays,  and  in  each  of  the  other 
counties  of  the  State  between  the  31st  of  March  and  the  1st  of 
October  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  between  the  30th  day  of  September  and  the 
Ist  day  of  April  from  nine  o* clock  in  the  forenoon  to  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  2  R.  S.  285,  §  54 ;  amended  by  Laws  of  1860, 
ch.  276. 

The  county  clerk  or  his  deputy,  of  the  county  in  which  a 
general  term  is  held,  must  attend  such  term  and  act  under  the 
direction  of  the  court.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  11. 

He  receives  in  every  trial,  from  the  party  bringing  it  on,  one 
dollar ;  on  entering  judgment,  by  filing  transcript,  six  cents ;  on 
entering  judgment,  fifty  cents,  except  in  courts  where  the  clerks 
are  salaried  officers,  and  in  such  courts  one  dollar.  He  shall 
receive  no  other  fee  for  any  service  whatever  in  a  civil  action, 
except  for  copies  of  papers,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  for  every 
hundred  words.    Code,  §  312. 

The  provisions  respecting  deputies  and  in  filing  of  papers  with 
the  clerk,  noticed  under  section  3  of  this  article,  are  equally 
applicable  now,  but  by  the  amendment  to  a  former  rule,  judgments 
can  be  filed  and  entered  or  docketed  in  the]  clerk's  office,  during 
legal  office  hours,  and  at  no  other  time.  Rule  12.  See  France 
V.  Hamilton^  26  How.  180. 

Crier.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  provision  respecting 
criers,  except  that  the  crier  for  courts  of  any  county  shall 
attend  the  general  term  when  the  same  is  held  within  his 
county.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  11. 

40 
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Officers — Terms. 

Stenographer.  In  the  city  of  New  York  the  stenographer  is 
a  sworn  officer,  appointed  by  the  court,  holding  office  during  its 
pleasure,  under  a  salary  of  $2,500.  It  is  his  duty  to  take  full 
stenographic  notes  of  all  proceedings  at  every  trial  thereat 
In  other  counties  of  the  State  the  presiding  justice,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, employs  a  stenographer,  who  receives  such  compensation 
as  shall  be  certified  by  such  justice,  not  exceeding  five  dollars 
per  day  for  each  day' s  attendance  at  court,  and  ten  cents  per 
naile  for  travel  from  his  residence  to  the  place  of  holding  court, 
and  a  proper  sum  for  stationery,  which  amount  shall  be  a  charge 
upon  the  county.  It  is  his  duty  to  furnish  either  party  with  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  taken  by  him,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents 
per  folio.    Code,  §  266. 

Reporter,  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  designated  to 
hold  the  general  term  are  authorized  to  appoint  a  reporter  of  the 
decisions  of  that  court ;  but  judicial  decisions  are  free  for  publi- 
cation by  any  person.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  23, 

Attorneys.  The  admission  of  attorneys  and  their  rights  and 
duties  have  been  noticed.    Ante^  282  to  249. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

TERMS. 

Section  1.  Early  court.  By  the  act  of  establishment,  the  court 
held  a  term  once  every  six  months,  and  such  term  continued 
eight  days.  Laws  of  1691 ;  Paine  &  Duer's  Pr.  App.  But  two 
sessions  of  the  court  at  the  city  of  New  York  having  been  found 
insufficient.  Gov.  Combury  published  an  ordinance,  in  1704, 
directing  that  the  court  should  hold  four  terms  a  year,  of  five 
days  each,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  at  such  other  place  as 
the  governor  and  council  might,  by  proclamation,  appoint,  and 
under  this  ordinance  the  court  was  held  up  to  the  time  of  the 
revolution.    6  Col.  Doc.  409  ;  2  Rev.  Laws,  of  1813 ;  App.  6. 

After  that  time  the  court  T^as  held  at  New  York  and  Albany, 
the  judges  performing  circuits  through  the  various  counties  of 
the  State  for  the  trial  of  causes  at  nisi  prius.  See  1  E.  D. 
Smith,  Introduction,  70. 

Section  2.  Before  1846.  There  were  four  terms  of  the  supreme 
court  held  under  the  Revised  Statutes,  two  at  Albany,  one  at  New 
York  and  one  at  Utica.   2  R.  S.  196,  197.    They  might  be  held 
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and  continued  "  from  the  commencement  thereof  until  and  includ- 
ing the  fifth  Saturday  after  the  commencement,"  but  no  argu- 
ment of  a  cause  could  be  heard  during  the  fifth  week  of  the 
term  without  the  consent  of  the  parties.    2  R.  S.  197,  §  4. 

If  the  justices  did  not  appear  at  court,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court  to  a4]ourn  it  from  day  to  day  until  some  one 
of  them  was  present.    2  R.  S.  197. 

Circuits.  These  were  simply  the  nisi  prius  terms  of  the 
supreme  court  held  for  the  trial  of  issues  of  feet.  Const,  of 
1823,  art  5,  §  5. 

The  Revised  Statutes  required  that  at  least  two  cii:cuits  should 
be  held  in  each  county  of  the  State,  and  in  the  county  of  New 
York  four  such  terms  in  every  year  (2  R.  S.  201),  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  respective  circuit  judges  (2  R.  S.  201),  and  to  be 
held  for  as  many  days  as  the  judges  holding  them  should  deem 
necessary.    2  R.  S.  202. 

Section  3.  Under  constitution  of  1840.  Under  the  constitution 
of  1846  and  the  Code  adopted  shortly  afterward,  there  were  held 
general  terms,  special  terms  and  circuits. 

General  terms.  There  were,  at  least,  four  general  terms  held 
in  each  district  annually  and  more  might  be  appointed  by  the 
judges.    Code,  §  18. 

Three  justices  were  necessary  to  hold  a  general  term.  Const., 
of  1846,  art.  6,  §  6,  and  a  majority  was  required  to  concur  in 
order  to  pronounce  a  judgment.    Code,  §  19. 

The  judge  having  the  shortest  time  to  serve,  and  not  being  a 
member  of  the  court  of  appeals,  was  the  presiding  judge.  Const, 
art  6,  §  6 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280. 

Special  terms.  These  were  appointed  by  the  judges  of  the 
respective  districts,  but  one,  at  least,  must  be  held  in  each 
county  annually.    Code,  §  20. 

Any  one  or  more,  of  the  judges  were  permitted  to  hold  special 
terms.     Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  6. 

OircuUs.  Under  the  Cod^  circuits  were  appointed  by  the 
justices  of  the  respective  districts.  Code,  §  20,  and  the  governor 
could  appoint  special  circuits.  Id.  23.  The  circuit  could  only 
be  held  by  a  single  judge.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280 ;  Code,  §  255. 

Jury  trials  could  only  be  had  at  the  circuit.    Code,  §  255. 

A  circuit  might  be  adjourned  by  an  entry  in  the  minutes  of  the 
court,  and  juries  could  be  drawn  and  causes  noticed  for  an 
adjourned  circuit.    Code,  §  24. 
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Proaent  general  terms. 

Section  4.  Present  terms. 

a.  General  term.  Under  article  6  of  the  constitution,  as 
adopted  in  1869,  the  general  terms  of  the  supreme  court  were 
abrogated,  and  the  State  was  divided  into  four  departments,  and 
there  were  directed  to  be  held  in  the  -first  department  six 
general  terms,  in  the  second  department  five,  in  the  third  depart- 
ment eight,  and  in  the  fourth  department  eight,  in  each  year. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408. 

Designation  (^justices.  The  governor  is  authorized  to  desig- 
nate from  the  whole  bench  of  the  supreme  court  a  presiding 
justice  and  two  associate  justices  from  each  of  said  departments, 
to  hold  the  general  terms  therein,  and  to  designate  justices  to  fill 
.  vacancies.  When  thus  designated,  the  presiding  justice  shall 
act  as  such  during  his  official  term,  and  the  associate  justices  for 
five  years  from  the  81st  day  of  December  ne^ct  after  the  time 
of  his  designation.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408. 

JiLStices  not  present  at  term.  The  following  provision  has 
been  made  in  case  of  the  absence  of  justices  at  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  a  general,  term.  In  case  the  presiding  justice  is 
absent,  the  associate  present  having  the  shortest  time  to  serve 
^cts  as  such,  and  in  case  one  or  both  of  the  associates  are 
absent,  the  presiding  justice  may  select  any  justice  or  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  to  hold  with  him  such  general  term.  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  4. 

Powers  and  jurisdiction.  The  general  term  has  all  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  which  it  had  under  the  laws  and  practice  as  they 
existed  on  the  27th  of  April,  1870,  and  all  laws  relating  to  general 
terms,  and  to  the  hearing  of  appeals  from  judgments  pronounced 
and  orders  made  within  the  various  districts,  if  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  the  acts  of  the  legislature,  apply  so  far 
as  they  are  applicable  to  the  present  general  terms,  and  to  the 
judgments  and  orders  made  within  the  various  judicial  depart- 
ments.   Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  5. 

Entitling  causes.  Causes  and  actons  pending  in  any  general 
term  may  be  entitled  in  the  supreme  court.  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
408,  §  6. 

Judgments.  The  concurrence  of  two  justices  is  necessary  to 
pronounce  a  judgment,  and  if  two  do  not  concur  a  re^argument 
may  be  ordered.  In  case  of  such  disagreement,  when  any  one 
of  the  three  id  not  qualified  to  sit,  the  cause  may  be  directed  to 
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be  reheard  in  another  department.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  6 ; 
Code,  §  19. 

Judge  disqualified.  No  jastice  shall  sit  at  a  general  term  in 
review  of  a  decision  made  by  him,  or  by  any  court  of  which  he 
was  at  the  time  a  sitting  member.    Const,  axt.  6,  §  8. 

Original  jurisdiction.  The  general  term  is  not  only  an  appel- 
late court,  but  may  exercise  the  powers  of  the  supareme  court  for 
all  purposes,  except  when  the  statute  otherwise  directs  {Matter 
qf  opening  Seventh  avenue^  29  How.  180 ;  Oracle  y.  Freeland^ 
1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.)  228 ;  8.  C,  3  How.  218) ;  but  for  reasons  of 
expediency  it  generally  refuses  to  act  where  the  special  term  can 
do  so. 

JSxtraordinary  terms.  The  governor  has  power  to  appoint 
extraordinary  general  terms.  Code,  §  23 ;  Iiaws  of  1870,  ch.  408, 
§§  7,  14. 

Plax^e  of  Tiolding.  General  terms  are  held  at  the  places  desig- 
nated for  holding  county  courts  or  circuits,  and  if  rooms,  etc,, 
are  not  provided  the  court  may  order  the  sheriff  to  furnish 
accommodations,  according  to  section  28  of  the  Code.  Code, 
§§  24,  28 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  11. 

Adjournmeni.  The  term  may  be  adjourned  by  an  entry  made 
in  the  minutes  of  the  court  to  be  held  at  any  future  day.  Code, 
§24. 

Appeals^  where  heard.  All  appeals  or  other  matters  proper  to 
be  brought  before  any  general  term,  shall  be  heard  and  determ- 
ined in  the  department  in  which  the  judgment  or  order  ap- 
pealed from  shall  be  entered,  or  in  which  the  matter  brought  up 
arose,  unless  two  of  the  justices  in  such  department  are  incap- 
able of  sitting,  in  which  case  the  appeal  or  other  matter  shall 
be  ordered  to  be  heard  in  some  other  department.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  408,  g  10. 

AttcTidants.  The  law  requires  that  sueh  general  term  shall  be 
attended  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  or  a  deputy,  two  consta- 
bles, a  crier  and  the  county  clerk  or  his  deputy,  all  of  wh<»n 
flliall  act  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  and  the  sheriff  is 
required  to  see  that  the  court-room  is  kept  in  proper  order,  and 
must  provide  the  oourt  with  necessary  stationery  during  its  sit- 
tings. The  fees  of  these  officers  shall  be  audited  by  the  comp- 
ixoUer  and  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury,  except  the  clerks, 
whose  charges,  etc.,  shall  be  a.  county  charge.  Laws  of  1870, 
ch.408,  §§11,  12. 
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Special  terms. 

Section  5.  Special  terms. 

Number  of  terms.  At  least  one  special  term  shall  be  held  in 
each  county  annually,  but  the  judges  of  each  district  may 
appoint  others.    Code;  §  20. 

Designation  of  justices.  Any  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
may  hold  special  terms  (Const. ,  art.  6,  §  7),  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  governor,  whenever  the  public  interest  shall  require  it, 
to  designate  one  or  more  judges  of  the  superior  court  or  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  hold  special  terms 
of  the  supreme  court  in  that  city  ;  the  designation  shall  be  in 
writing  and  specify  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  special 
term.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  8. 

'  Extraordinary  terms.  The  governor  may  also,  when  in  his 
judgment  the  public  good  requires  it,  appoint  extraordinary 
special  terms  and  designate  the  justice  who  shall  hold  the  same. 
Notice  of  such  term  must  be  given.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  14 ; 
Code,  §  23.  ' 

Adjournment.  Special  terms  may  be  adjourned  by  an  entry 
in  the  minutes  of  the  court,  to  be  held  at  a  future  day,  at  the 
chamber  of  any  justice  residing  in  the  district,  and  then 
adjourned,  from  day  to  day,  as  the  justice  holding  the  same 
may  order  and  direct.    Code,  §  24. 

Inability  of  judge.  In  case  of  the  inability,  for  any  cause,  of 
a  judge  assigned  for  that  purpose  to  hold  a  special  term,  any 
other  judge  may  do  so.    Code,  §  26. 

Jurisdiction  and  powers  of  special  term.  There  is  but  one 
supreme  court,  and  it  is  that  which  acts  whether  at  general  or 
special  term.  The  special  term  may  hear  all  questions  that  could 
come  before  the  general  term,  except  upon  appeal.  Corning  v. 
Powers^  9  How.  54 ;  Mason  v.  Jones,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  335. 

Issues  of  fact,  when  triable  by  the  court,  and  issues  of  law, 
may  be  tried  at  special  term.    Code,  §  255. 

Non-enumerated  motions,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  law, 
must  be  heard  at  special  term.    Rule  47. 

Special  term  has  power  to  hear  and  grant  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  upon  a  case  made,  after  verdict,  and  even  after  judgment  has 
been  entered  upon  the  verdict.  Folger  v.  Fitzhugh,  41  N.  Y, 
(2  Hand)  228. 

An  application  may  be  made  at  special  term  to  amend  a  judg- 
ment of  the  general  term.    De  AgredaY.  Mantel,  1  Abb.  130. 

It  may  set  aside  the  order  of  a  referee,  which  he  had  no  au- 
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thority  to  make.  Union  National  Bank  of  Troy  v.  Bassett^  3 
Abb.  N.  S.  359 ;   Ujiion  Bank  v.  Mott,  18  How.  506. 

But  it  cannot  vacate  a  judgment  entered  on  the  report  of  a 
referee  on  the  ground  that  it  is  erroneous  in  law.  Dana  v. 
Houie,  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  306. 

Special  term  may  allow  an  amendment  which  inserts  in  a 
pleading  a  new  cause  of  action  or  a  new  defense.  Ford  v.  Ford^ 
35  How.  321 ;  S.  C,  53  Barb.  525. 

It  may  open  a  defeiult  taken  at  special  term  or  relieve  from  a 
judgment  taken  irregularly  at  general  term,  where  the  point  was 
not  before  the  court.  Ayres  v.  CoviUy  9  How.  573.  See  Cornr 
ing  V.  Powers^  9  id.  64. 

But  it  cannot  dismiss  an  appeal  to  the  general  term.  Harris 
V.  Clarky  10  How.  415 ;  Barnum  v.  Seneca  County  Bank,  6  id. 
82.  Nor  should  it  attempt  to  review  any  actual  determination 
of  the  general  term.  Ayres  v.  Comll^  9  How.  573 ;  Corning  v.' 
Powers^  id.  64. 

Section  6.  Girenits.  No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  organiz- 
ation of  the  circuit.  See  ante^  316,  section  3,  of  this  article,  except 
that  the  governor  may  appoint,  in  writing,  extraordinary  cir- 
cuits and  designate  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  same,  and 
the  justice  who  shall  hold  the  same.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408, 

§14.        • 

He  may,  also,  whenever  the  public  interest  requires,  designate 
one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court  or  court  of 
common  pleas,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  hold  circuits  of  the 
supreme  court  in  that  city.  Such  designation  must  be  in 
writing  and  specify  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  circuit. 
Id.,  §8. 

When  a  case  or  bill  of  excQptions  shall  be  made  in  any  cause 
tried  at  such  circuit,  the  same  shall  be  settled  before  the  judge 
holding  the  court,  and  the  review  shall  be  had  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  term  had  been  held  by  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
court.  lb.  Judgment,  on  failure  to  answer,  may  be  applied  for 
at  a  circuit  in  the  county  in  which  the  cause  was  triable.  Rule 
33. 

But  it  seems  that  hardly  any  step  can  be  taken  in  a  cause 
at  the  circuit  except  to  try,  refer  or  grant  a  new  trial  on  the 
judge's  minutes.  Mann  v.  Tyler^  6  How.  236;  S.  C,  1  Code 
B.  N.  S.  383. 
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Rules  fuid  calendars. 

Section  7.  Chambers*  NO'  alteration  has  been  efifected  in  the 
practice  at  chambers  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  article  of  the 
constitution,  and  we  have  noticed  the  powers  and  duties  of 
justices  at  chambers  in  a  previous  chapter.  See  anU^  306  to  309, 
art.  3,  of  this  chapter. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

BULES  AND  CALENDABS. 

Section  !•  Early  courts.  In  the  act  of  establishment  the  court 
was  authorized  to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  orders  as 
they  might  see  fit  "for  the  more  orderly  practicing  and  proceed- 
ing in  the  said  court ' '  (Act  of  1691,  2  Paine  &  Duer'  s  Prac.  App. ; 
see  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduction),  and  the  court  has  always  pos- 
sessed and  exercised  this  power. 

Section  3.  Present  practice.  A  convention  of  the  general  term 
justices,  the  chief  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of  cities,  the 
chief  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  city  of  New 
York  and  of  the  city  court  of  Brooklyn,  were  authorized  to 
meet  at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany,  and  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  August,  1870,  and  every  two  years  thereafter,  to  revise, 
alter,  abolish  and  make  rules  which  shall  be  binding  upon  all 
courts  of  record,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable.  A*  majority 
of  the  said  justices  shall  constitute  a  quc»rum  to  do  .business, 
whether  the  chief  judges  are  presenter  not,  but  each  justice  and 
chief  judge  is  entitied  to  vote  on  all  matters  that  come  before  the 
convention.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13. 

The  various  courts  of  record  and  general  terms  may  make  such 
further  rules  in  regard  to  the  transaction  of  business  before  them 
respectively,  not  inconsistent  witl).  the  general  mles,  as  they  in 
their  discretion  may  deem  necessary.    Rule  96. 

Calendars.  The  clerk  prepares  a  calendar  for  the  various  terms 
of  the  court  from  notes  of  issue  filed  with  him.  Code,  §  266 ; 
Rule  48. 

Issues^  Tiow  disposed  of.  Issues  on  the  calendar  are  disposed 
of  in  the  following  order,  unless  the  court  otherwise  directs: 
1.  Issues  of  fiEict  to  be  tried  by  a  jury ;  2.  Issues  of  fact  to  be 
tried  by  the  court ;  3.  Issues  of  law.  Code,  §  267.  At  general 
term,  causes  entitled  to  a  preference  are  placed  upon  a  separate 
calendar.    Rule  48. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

APPEALS. 

Seetion  1.  Early  courts. 

a.  Appeals  from.  In  the  early  practice  of  this  conrt,  appeals 
lay  from  any  jndgm^its  above  the  value  of  £100,  to  the  governor 
and  council,  and,  thence  to  their  majesty' s  council,  from  judg- 
ments above  the  value  of  £800.  Act  of  1691,  and  acts  amenda- 
tory thereto  ;  2  Paine  &  Duer's  Pr.  App ;  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Intro- 
duction. But,  under  the  constitution  of  1777,  a  court  of  last 
resort  was  erected,  to  which  appeals  were  had.  1  E.  D.  Smith, 
Introduction,  70. 

Appeals  to.  Appeals  lay  to  the  supreme  court  from  judg- 
ments above  the  value  of  £20,  rendered  in  the  courts  of  mayor 
and  aldermen  and  courts  of  common  pleas.  lb. 

Seetion  2.  Before  1846. 

Appeals  from.  Under  the  Bevised  Statutes,  appeals  from 
chancery,  and  writs  of  error  from  the  supreme  court,  lay  to  the 
court  of  errors,  which  was  empowered  to  reverse  or  affirm  the 
judgments  of  the  supreme  court,  or  decrees  in  chancery,  or 
give  such  other  judgments  as  the  law  might  require.  2  B.  S.  166. 

Appeals  to.  For  an  error  of  law  or  of  fact,  a  writ  of  error  lay 
from  every  court  of  common  pleas  and  from  the  superior  court 
of  the  city  of  New  York.  Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  19.  See  1 
Pahie  &  Oner's  Pr.  229 ;  Laws  of  1830,*  ch.  24. 

Section  3.  Under  constitution  of  1840. 

a.  Appeals  from.  In  proper  cases  an  appeal  could  be  taken 
from  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  court  to  the  court  of 
appeals.    Code,  §  11. 

Appeals  to.  Appeals  might  be  taken  to  the  general  term  of 
the  supreme  court,  from  the  judgments  rendered  by  a  county 
court,  or  by  the  mayor's  courts,  or  the  recorder's  courts  of  cities. 
Code,  §  344. 

An  appeal  lay  upon  the  law,  from  judgments  entered  in  the 
supreme  court,  upon  the  report  of  referees,  or  upon  the  direction 
of  a  single  judge  of  the  same  court,  in  all  cases,  and  upon  the  fact, 
when  the  trial  was  by  the  court  or  referees.    Code,  §  348. 

An  appeal  also  lay  from  any  order  affecting  a  substantial  right, 
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made  by  a  county  court  or  a  county  judge,  in  any  action  or  pro- 
ceeding.   Code,  §  344. 

Also,  from  an  order  made  at  special  term  by  a  single  judge  of 
this  court,  by  a  county  or  a  special  county  judge,  or  by  a  recorder 
or  by  any  recorder's  court  of  any  city  in  any  stage  of  the  action, 
including  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution,  and  might  be 
reviewed  in  the  following  cases : 

1.  When  it  granted  or  refused,  continued  or  modified  a  pro- 
visional remedy. 

2.  When  it  granted  or  refused  a  new  trial,  or  when  it  sustained 
or  overruled  a  demurrer. 

3.  When  it  involved  the  merits  of  the  action,  or  some  part 
thereof,  or  affected  a  substantial  right. 

4.  When  the  order  ineflfect  determined  the  action  and  prevented 
a  judgment  from  which  an  appeal  might  be  taken. 

6.  When  the  order  was  made  upon  a  summary  application,  in 
an  action  after  judgment,  and  affected  a  substantial  right.  Code, 
§  349. 

Section  *•  Present  practice.  The  judiciary  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  adopted  in  1869,  preserves  the  right  o£  review  to  the 
court  of  appeals  (Const.,  art.  6,  §  6),  but  there  has  been  no  ma- 
terial change  in  the  practice  on  appeals  as  it  existed  under  the 
Code.    See  preceding  article. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  SUPERIOR  COUET  OF  NEW  TOEK  CITY. 

ARTICLE  I. 

FOBMEB  OBGAKIZATIOK  OF  THE  COUBT. 

Seetion  1.  Historical  'sketch  of  the  conrt.  ^^  The  superior  court 
of  the  city  of  New  York*'  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, passed  March  31, 1828  (Laws  of  1828,  chi  187),  and  origin- 
ally consisted  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices  (Laws 
of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  1),  who  were  appointed  by  the  governor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  senate,  and  who  held  office  for  the  term  of  five 
years  (Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  2),  subject,  however,  to  removal 
by  the  senate  for  cause  shown,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  governor.  Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  2 ;  1  R.  S.  106,  §  4.  All 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  the  judges  were  filled  by  appointment 
of  the  governor,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate.  Laws  of 
1828,  ch.  137,  §  2.  The  compensation  of  the  judges  was  to  be 
fixed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  at  a  sum  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year,  and  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury. 
Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  7. 

The  court  possessed  a  seal  and  was  organized  as  a  court  of 
record.    Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §§  8,  10. 

The  terms  were  held  at  the  city  hall  on  the  first  Monday  of 
every  month,  and  were  continued  and  held  from  that  time,  every 
business  day,  until  and  including  the  last  Saturday  of  the 
month.  But  the  judges  were  at  liberty  to  adjourn  the  court 
before  that  time,  or  from  day  to  day,  in  their  discretion.  Laws 
of  1828,  ch.  137,  §§  3,  4. 

At  its  organization  the  court  had  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try  and 
determine  all  local  actions  arising  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  and  all  transitory  actions,  although  the  same  did  not  arise 
therein,  and  to  grant  new  trials.  Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  6. 
The  court  remained  under  this  organization  until  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  1846,  which  authorized  the  legislature  to 
regulate  its  organization  (Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  14),  and  to 


324       SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Present  organization. 

m . : 

direct  the  times  and  manner  of  the  election  of  judicial  officers 
therefor.  Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  18.  It  also  provided  that  the 
court  should  remain  under  its  then  existing  organization  until 
the  legislature  should  otherwise  direct    Const,  of  1846,  art.  14, 

§  12. 

The  legislature,  by  an  act  passed  May  12,  1847,  provided  for 
the  election  of  three  justices  of  the  superior  court  at  the  first 
judicial  election  under  the  constitution  of  1846,  and  the  same 
act  extended  the  term  of  office  to  six  years.  Laws  of  1847,  ch. 
255. 

In  1849,  the  legislature  provided  for  the  election  of  three 
additional  justices  of  the  superior  court,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  of  the  city  of  New  York  at  the  charter  election,  to  be 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  1849  (Laws  of  1849,  ch. 
124),  and  declared  that,  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1849,  the 
superior  court  should  consist  of  six  judges.  Code,  §  40.  The 
term  of  office  of  two  of  these  judges  expired  every  two  years. 
Code,  §  43.  It  was  made  the  special  duty  of  the  justices  added 
to  the  court  in  1849,  to  devote  their  time  for  two  years  to  the 
disposal  of  causes  transferred  from  the  supreme  court  (Laws 
of  1849,  ch.  124 ;  Code,  §47) ;  but,  by  an  act  subsequently  passed, 
those  judges  were  at  Uoerty  to  devote  themselves  to  any  depart- 
ment of  court  business  before  the  expiration  of  the  two  years. 
Laws  of  1851,  ch.  2. 


ARTICLE  n. 

PBESENT    OBGANIZATIOl!!^. 

Section  1.  Number  of  judges.  By  the  sixth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  adopted  in  1869,  the  superior  court  of  the  city  of 
New  York  is  continued  and  is  hereafter  to  be  "  composed  of  the 
six  judges  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  this  article  and  their  suc- 
cessors."    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

Section  2,  Chief  judge.  A  chief  judge  is  to  be  appointed  by 
the  justices  of  the  court,  from  their  own  number,  who  is  to  act 
as  such  during  his  official  term.  lb. 

Section  8.  Term  of  office.  The  judges  are  to  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  they  hold  their  office  for 
fourteen  years,  from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January 
next  after  their  election ;  but  no  person  shall  act  as  such  judge 
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longer  tlian  until,  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next, 
after  he  shall  be  seventy  years  of  age.    Const.,  art.  2,  §  13. 

Section  4.  Compensation.  The  compensation  of  the  judges  is 
to  be  established  by  law,  and  shall  not  be  diminished  during 
their  term  of  office.  Const,  art  6,  §  14.  They  are  not  allowed 
to  receive  fees  for  any  service.    Code,  §  35. 

Section  5.  Certificate  of  age^  etc.  Each  judge  is  required, 
within  ten  days  after  entering  upon  his  duties,  to  make  and  sign 
a  certificate,  which  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
State,  setting  forth  the  age  of  such  officer,  and  the  time  when  his 
official  term  will  expire.    laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  8. 

Section  6.  Tacaaeies^  how  filled.  Successors  to  those  whose 
terms  of  office  expire  by  the  effluxion  of  time,  or  the  disability 
of  age,  shall  be  chosen  at  the  general  election  preceding  'the 
expiration  of  such  term.  Laws  of  187p,  ch.  86,  §  9.  Vacancies 
occurring  from  a^y  other  cause  are  filled  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion, happening  not  less  than  three  months  after  such  vacancy 
occurs ;  and  until  the  vacancy  is  so  filled,  the  governor,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  senate,  or,  if  the  senate  is  not  in  session,  the 
governor  may  appoint  to  fill  such  vacancy,  and  such  appointment 
continues  to  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next  after 
the  election  at  which  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled.  Laws  of  1870, 
ch.  86,  §  9  ;  Const.,  art.  6,  §  9.    See  mde^  294. 

Section  7.  Removals.  Judicial  offiicers  of  this  court  may  be 
removed  by  the  senate  on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor, 
if  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  senate  concur 
therein ;  but  the  cause  of  removal  must  be  entered  on  the  journals, 
the  party  complained  of  must  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the 
charges  against  him,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  bdng  heard 
thereon.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  11. 


ARTICLE  ra. 

JUBISDICnOK  OF  THE  GOITBT  —  ITS  OBIGIKAL  JUBISDICTIOK. 

Section  1.  Cause  of  action  arising  in  the  city.  The  superior 
court  of  New  York  city  has  jurisdiction  of  the  following  actions, 
when  the  cause,  or  some  part  thereof,  has  arisen  in  such  city : 

1.  For  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed  by 
statute. 

2.  Against  a  public  officer  or  person  specially  appointed  to 
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execute  his  duties,  for  an  act  done  by  him  in  virtue  of  his  office, 
or  against  a  person  who,  by  his  command  or  in  his  aid,  shall  do 
any  thing  touching  the  duties  of  such  officer.  Code,  §§  83, 124 ; 
Wait's  Code,  54  to  59. 

Section  2.  Subject  of  action  situated  in  the  city*  It  also  has 
jurisdiction  of  the  following  actions  where  the  subject,  or  some 
part  thereof,  is  situated  within  such  city : 

1.  Actions  for  the  recovery  of  real  property,  or  of  an-  estate 
or  interest  therein,  or  for  the  determination,  in  any  form,  of  such 
right  or  interest,  and  for  injuries  to  real  property. 

2.  For  the  partition  of  real  property. 

3.  For  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  of  real  property. 

4.  For  the  recovery  of  personal  property  distrained  for  any 
cause.     Code,  §§  33,  123. 

Section  3.  Defendants  presiding  in  the  city.  The  superior  court 
has  jurisdiction  of  all  other  actions  — 

1.  Where  all  the  defendants  reside,  or  are  personally  served 
with  the  summons,  within  the  city  of  New  York. 
*  2.  Where  one  or  more  of  several  defendants,  jointly  liable  on 
contract,  reside  or  are  personally  served  with  the  summons 
within  the  city  of  New  York.     Code,  §  33. 

Section  4.  Actions  against  corporations.  Its  jurisdiction  ex- 
tends to  actions  against  corporations  — 

1.  Created  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  transacting  their 
general  business,  or  keeping  an  office  for  the  transaction  of  bus- 
iness, within  the  city  of  New  York,  or  established  by  law 
therein ;  or, 

2.  Created  by  or  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  govern- 
ment or  country. 

(1.)  For  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages,  whether  liqui- 
dated or  not,  arising  upon  contract  made,  executed  or  delivered 
within  this  State. 

(2.)  Upon  any  cause  of  action  arising  within  this  State.  Code, 
§33. 

3.  Created  by  or  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  govern- 
ment or  country  — 

(1.)  By  a  resident  of  this  State  for  any  cause  of  action. 

(2.)  By  a  plaintiff  not  a  resident  of  this  State,  when  the  cause 
of  a<)tion  shall  have  arisen  or  the  subject  of  the  action  shall  be 
situated  within  the  State.    Code,  §  427. 
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Section  5.  Under  the  constitution.  The  6th  article  of  the 
constitution,  as  adopted  in  1869,  declares  that  this  court  shall  be 
continued  with  such  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  it  now  possesses, 
"  and  such  further  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  con- 
ferred by  law.*'    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

Section  6.  Transferred  cases.  AR  civil  suits,  at  issue,  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  Code,  that,  from  and  after  May  1, 
1849,  were  placed  upon  the  calendar  of  the  supreme  court  at 
any  general  or  special  term  thereof,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Nosr  York,  and  which  were  in  readiness  for  hearing  upon  ques- 
tions of  law  only,  or  were  equity  cases,  were  allowed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  superior  court  to  be  heard  at  a  general  term 
thereof ;  and  the  superior  court  has  the  same  jurisdiction  over 
every  such  action  as  the  supreme  court  might  have  exercised  if 
the  cause  had  remained  in  that  court.    Code,  §§  47,  48. 

Section  7.  Non-residents.  The  superior  court  has  jurisdiction 
of  the  actions  enumerated  in  sections  1  and  2  of  this  article, 
without  reference  to  the  residence  of  the  parties.  Porter  v.  Lord^ 
4  Abb.  43 ;  S.  C,  13  How.  254  ;  4  Duer,  682 ;  Varian  v.  Stevens, 

2  id.  636 ;  Nichols  v.  Homaine,  9  How.  612 ;  S.  C.  affirmed, 

3  Abb.  122.  And  when  the  case  belongs  to  either  of  those 
classes,  or  when  one  of  several  defendants,  jointly  liable  on  con- 
tract, resides  in  the  city,  this  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  action 
and  the  summons  may  be  served  upon  the  defendants  in  any  part 
of  the  State.  '  Porter  v.  Lord,  4  Duer,  682 ;  S.  C,  13  How.  264 ; 

4  Abb.  43.   See  Johnson  v.  Ackerson,  40  How.  222 ;  3  Daly,  430. 
Where  only  .one  of  three  non-resident  defendants,  severally 

liable,  was  served  with  the  summons  within  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  plaintiff  was  permitted  to  discontinue  as  to  the  others 
and  proceed  to  judgment  against  the  one  served.  McKenzie  v. 
Eackstaff,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  76  ;  Bates  v.  Reynolds,  7  Bosw.  686. 
When  the  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  action,  a  voluntary  ap- 
pearance, without  service  of  process,  will  give  jurisdiction  of  the 
person.  Watson  v.  The  Cabot  Bank,  6  Sandf.  423 ;  affirmed  by 
the  court  of  appeals.  See  4  Duer,  606  (ti)  ;  Mahaney  v.  Pen- 
man,  4  Duer,  603 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  34. 

If  a  defendant  is  served  with  process  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 

the  court  and  appears  in  the  action,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have 

waived  the  defect,  and  will  not  be  allowed  afterward  to  raise  the 

objection.     Smith  v.   Dipeer,  2  Code  R.  70.     See  Apres  v. 

Western  Railroad  Corp.,  48  Barb.  1^2 ;  S.  C,  32  How.  361. 
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Although  service  upon  non-residents  within  the  city  of  New 
York  confers  jurisdiction,  yet  the  court  wUl  not  sustain  a  service 
•  upon  a  defendant  who  has  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction 
by  fraud  and  misrepresentation.  OovpU  v.  Simonsonj  8  Abb. 
474 ;  Carperder  v.  Spooner,  2  Sandf.  717 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  140 ; 
affirmed  on  appeal,  3  Code  B.  23.  See  Benninghoff  v.  Oswellj 
37  How.  235  ;  Metoalf  v.  ClarTc,  41  Barb.  46. 

Section  8.  Concurrent  jurisdiction.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
New  York  superior  court  is  co-equal  with  that  of  the  supreme 
court,  provided  the  defendants,  or  either  of  them,  reside,  or^n 
be  served  with  process  within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
McI^<y^  v.  McCdbe,  16  Abb-  319 ;  S.  C.^26  How.  257;  Porter  v. 
Lord,  4  Abb.  43;  S.  C,  13  How.  254;  4  Duer,  682;  Bates  y. 
Reynolds,  7  Bosw.  686. 

Its  jurisdiction  also  extends  to  the  determination  of  a  lien  for 
salvage,  in  common  with  the  United  States  court  and  the  superior 
court.  Cashmere  v.  De  Wolf,  2  Sandf.  379 ;  CashToere  v.  Orotoell^ 
1  Sandf.  715.  See  Baier  v.  Ebag,  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  555 ;  Brook- 
man  v.  Hamill,  43  N.  Y.  (4  Hand)  554. 

Section  9.  Speelfle  performanee.  This  court  has  general  equity 
jurisdiction,  and  may,  therefore,  compel  the  specific  performance 
of  a  contract,  by  a  religious  corporation,  to  convey  real  estate. 
Bowen  v.  Irish  Presbyterian  Congregation,  6  Bosw.  245. 

Section  10.  Divorce.  It  also  has  jurisdiction  of  actions  for 
divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery.  Forest  v.  Havens,  38  N.  Y. 
(11  Tiff.)  469 ;  Forrest  v.  Forrest,  25  N.  Y.  (11  Smith)  501 ;  af- 
firming S.  C,  4  Duer,  102. 


AETICLE    IV. 

WHEN  IT  HAS  SO  JUBISDIOTIOK. 

Section  1.  Actions  against  the  mayor^  etc.  The  sjiperior  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  of  actions  against  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 
commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York.    Laws  of  1867,  ch.  686,  §  6. 

Section  2.  Land  out  of  the  cit^.  Nor  has  it  jurisdiction  of  an 
action  to  compel  the  conveyance  of  land  situate  without  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Ming  v.  McCoun,  10  N.  Y.  (6 
Seld.)  268  ;  affirming  S.  C,  8  Sandf.  524.  Nor  to  set  aside  as 
fraudulent  a  conveyance  of  land  situated  in  another  State.  Ben^ 
net  V.  Erving,  4  Bob.  671 ;  .S.  C,  32  How.  384. 
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Section  3.  Against  corporations.  It  has  no  jurisdiction  to 
wind  up  the  affairs  of  a  corporation  and  distribute  its  effects 
through  a  receiver,  nor  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  its  election 
of  officers,  and  to  restore  one  unlawfully  displaced.  Brake  v. 
Pythagoras  Association^  11  How.  44 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer,  658.  See 
Kattenstrofh  v.  The  Astor  BarJc^  2  Duer,  632.  Nor  can  it  ap- 
point a  receiver  of  a  foreign  corporation.  Day  v.  United  States 
Car  Spring  Co. ,  2  Duer,  608. 

Section  4.  Gommissiont  of  lunacy.  This  court  cannot  issue 
conpnissions  in  cases  of  lunacy,  nor  can  it  make  any  decree 
a.ffecting  the  lunatic's  estate.  Matter  of  Brown^  1  Abb.  108  ;  S. 
C,  4  Duer,  613. 

Section  5.  Commission  to  take  testimony.  The  court  will  not 
compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  to  be  examined  under  a  com- 
mission from  a  foreign  court.  Matt^  of  Jay^  6  Sandf.  674. 

Section  6.  Statutory  jurisdiction.  As  the  superior  court  is  a 
court  created  by  special  statute,  of  local  and  Umited  powers,  it 
is  not  expedient  to  transcend  the  jurisdiction  expressly  defined 
by  statute.  Matter  of  Jay^  B  Sandf.  674. 

Section  7.  Proceedings  against  vessels.  Proceedings  in  rem 
against  vessels  cannot  be  maintained  in  the  superior  court.  The 
statute  authorizing  such  proceedings  in  State  courts  (Laws  of 
1862,  ch.  482)  is  unconstitutional  and  void.  Bird  v.  Steamboat 
Josephine,  39  N.  T.  (12  Tiff.)  19 ;  S.  C,  6  Trans.  App.  5 ;  revers- 
ing S.  C,  60  Barb.  501.  See  Ferran  v.  Hoqford,  64  id.  200 ;  BrooJc- 
man  v.  SamiU,  43  N.  T.  (4  Hand)  664.  As  to  a  Hen  for  labor  and 
materials,  see  Sheppard  v.  SfeelSj  id.  62 ;  Delany  v.  Brett,  4 
Rob.  712 ;  1  Abb.  N.  S.  421. 

Section  8.  Attachment  against  non-residents.  Under  the 
second  subdivision  of  section  S3  of  the  Code,  this  court  has  no 
jurisdiction  whatever,  unless  the  defendant  is  a  resident,  or,  if  a 
non-resident,  is  personally  served  with  the  summons  within  the 
city ;  hence,  if  an  attachment  is  issued  in  an  action  against  a 
single  non-resident  defendant,  and  a  levy  is  made  thereimder 
before  the  service  of  the  summons  ux>on  such  defendant  within 
the  city,  the  levy  so  made  is  unauthorized  and  void.  Kerr  v. 
Mount,  28  N.  T.  (1  Tiff.)  669 ;  Zeregal  v.  Benoist,  33  How.  129  ; 
S.  C,  7  Rob.  199 ;  Msher  v.  Curtis,  2  Sandf.  660 ;  S.  C,  2  Code 
R.  62 ;  Id.  63,  note.  See  Corson  v.  BaU,  47  Barb.  462.  See 
summons  and  its  service. 

42 
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ARTICLE  V. 

POWERS  OF  THE  COUBT  AND  OF  THE  JUDGES. 

Section  1.  Under  the  constitntion.  The  superior  court  of  the 
city  of  New  York  is  continued,  with  the  powers  and  jurisdiction 
it  now  has,  and  the  legislature  is  authorized  to  enlarge  such 
powers  and  jurisdiction.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

Section  2.  Process  in  other  counties.  Subpoenas  issuing  from 
this  court  are  obligatory  upon  any  person  duly  served  therewith 
in  any  part  of  the  State,  and  the  court  has  power  to  compel  obe- 
dience thereto  by  attachment.    Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  14. 

It  has  power,  also,  to  compel  the  return  of  an  execution  issued 
to  a  foreign  county,  upon  one  of  its  judgments  docketed  there. 
ShincUer  v.  Blunt,  1  Sandf.  683. 

Section  3.  Unwilling  witness.  The  court  may  issue  a  sum- 
mons, requiring  any  witness  whose  deposition  is  necessary  upon 
a  motion  or  other  proceeding,  to  attend  before  a  judge  thereof 
and  make  such  deposition,  and  obedience  to  such  summons  may 
be  enforced  as  in  case  of  a  subpoena.    Laws  of  1840,  ch.  276,  §  3. 

Section  4.  Discoyery  of  papers^  etc.  This  court  may  compel 
the  discovery  of  books,  papers,  etc.,  by  the  parties  to  actions,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  supreme  court.  Gould  v.  McCarty^  11 
N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  575 ;  2  R.  S.  207,  §  21 ;  Laws  of  1841,  ch.  38 ; 
Mo(yre  v.  Pentz,  2  Sandf.  664  \  Wait's  Code,  57, 736  to  739. 

Section  5.  Appointment  of  terms.  The  court  may  appoint  the 
general  and  special  terms  thereof,  prescribe  their  duration,  and 
from  time  to  time  alter  such  appointmetit.    Code,  §  35. 

Section  6.  Appointment  of  officers*;  rnles.  The  court  is  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  clerk  (1  R.  S.  108,  §  14 ;  Laws  of  1828,  ch.  137, 
§  9),  and  a  crier.  Code,  §  39.  It  may  also  make  rules  for  the 
transaction  of  its  business.    Supreme  Court  Rules,  96. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

POWEBS  OF  THE  JUDGES. 

Section  1.  Chamber  business.  The  justices  of  this  court  are 
authorized  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court,  out  of  term,  are  authorized  to  perform.  Laws 
of  1828,  ch.  137,  §  23. 
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Either  of  the  judges  of  the  court  may  hold  the  same  for  the 
hearing  of  non-enumerated  motions^  and  may  exercise  such 
power  at  chambers.  Laws  of  1830,  ch.  24,  §  2 ;  Laws  of  1828, 
eh.  137,  §  6. 

Section  2.  As  supreme  court  commissioners.  Although  the 
oflBce  of  supreme  court  commissioner  is  abolished,  yet  the  powers 
incident  to  it  are  preserved  to  the  judges  of  this  court.  Laws  of 
1847,  ch.  255,  §  7;  2  R.  S.  280,  281 ;  Benard  v.  Hargous,  13  N.  Y. 
(3  Kern.)  259 ;  affirming  S.  C,  2  Duer,  640. 

Acting  as  such  they  may  issue  attachments  against  abscond- 
ing, concealed  or  non-resident  debtors  under  the  authority  of  the 
Berised  Statutes.  Renard  v.  HargouSy  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  269 ; 
affirming  S.  C,  2  Duer,  640 ;  Nash  v.  People,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.) 
609,  613. 

They  may  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  The  People  v. 
Porter,  1  Duer,  709 ;  The  People  v.  Zemmon,  6  Sandf.  681 ;  2 
R.  S.  664,  §  23. 

Section  3.  Different  judges.  Any  proceeding  commenced  be- 
fore one  judge  of  this  court  may  be  continued  before  any  other 
judge  thereof.  Laws  of  1840,  ch.  276,  §  2.  See  Dresser  v.  Van 
Pelt,  15  How.  19  ;  6  Duer,  687 ;  Holstein  v.  Bice,  15  Abb.  307 ; 
24  How.  135 ;  HUton  v.  Patterson,  18  Abb.  245. 

Section  4.  Holding  terms  of  supreme  court.  The  constitution, 
as  amended  in  1869,  authorizes  the  legislature  to  detail  judges 
of  the  superior  court  to  hold  circuits  and  special  terms  of  the 
supreme  court,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  the  public  interest 
may  require.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  8. 


ARTICLE    Vn, 

JTTDGMEirrS,   HOW    RENDEEED. 

• 

Section  1.  Upon  appeal.  ^  Judgments  upon  appeal  in  this  court 
must  be  given  at  the  general  term  (Code,  §  37),  and  the  concur- 
rence of  two  judges  is  necessary  to  pronounce  such  judgment. 
Code,  §  38.  If  two  do  not  concur,  the  appeal  must  be  reheard.  lb. 

If  the  argument  is  heard  by  three  judges,  a  judgment  ren- 
dered by  two,  without  consultation  with  the  third,  will  be  allowed 
to  stand,  but  a  consultation  in  such  cases  is  always  preferable. 
ParroU  v.  The  Knickerbocker  Ice  Go.,  38  How.  608 ;  8  Abb.  N. 
8.  234 ;  1  Sweeny,  633. 
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Offioen — Tortus. 

Seetion  2.  Other  judgments.     All  other  judgments  must  be 
given  at  the  special  term.  Code,  §  37 


ARTICLE   Vin. 

OFFIOEES. 

Seetion  1.  Clerk*  The  court  is  authorized  to  appoint  a  clerk, 
whose  duty  is  to  keep  an  ofBlce  at  the  dty  hall,  and  attend  the 
court  and  officiate  as  clerk  thereof.  1  B.  S.  108,  §  14 ;  Laws  of 
1828,  ch.  137,  §  9. 

Section  2.  Crier.  A  crier  shall  be  appointed  by  the  court, 
to  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court,  and  to  re- 
ceive a  salary  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  sui)ervisors  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasuiy.  Code, 
§39. 

Section  3.  Attorneys.  Attorneys  when  admitted  to  practice 
by  the  supreme  court  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  this 
court.  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  75;  4  Stat,  at  Large,  677,  §  76. 

ARTICLE   IX, 

TERMS. 

Section  1.  Oeneral  term. 

a.  AppoiTvtment.  The  court  has  power  to  appoint  general  and 
special  t^ms  thereof,  to  x^^^cribe  their  duration,  and  to  alter 
such  appointment  from  time  to  time.  Code,  §  36. 

ft.  Booms,  etc.  The  supervisors  of  the  county  of  M'ew  York 
shall  provide  the  court  with  rooms,  attendants,  fuel,  lights  and 
stationery,  suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  traojaaction  of  its  busi- 
ness. If  the  supervisors  neglect  to  do  so,  the  court  may  order 
the  sheriff  to  supply  the  want,  and  his  expenses  in  so  doing  be- 
come a  county  charge.  Code,  §§  28,  61. 

c.  Nwmber  of  judges.  Any  two  of  the  justices  of  the  su- 
perior court  may  hold  a  general  term  thereof.  Code,  §  46. 

d.  Number  of  terms.  One  or  more  general  terms  may  be  held 
at  the  same  time.  Code,  §  46. 

e.  Jurisdiction.  The  general  term  alone  has  tiie  power  to 
render  a  judgment  upon  an  appeal  (Code,  §  37),  and  it  can  ex- 
ercise only  an  appellate  jurisdiction,  except  in  the  cases  pro- 
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vided  for  by  section  266  of  the  Code.  Matter  of  Walker^  2  Duer, 
656 ;  Mather's  Case,  14  Abb.  46. 

Section  2.  Special  term. 

a.  By  wham  held.  The  special  term  of  this  court  isasiy  be 
held  by  any  one  of  the  jndgA  thereof.  Code,  §  46.  One  or  more 
special  terms  may  be  held  at  the  same  time.  lb. 

J.  Appainiment  of  terms,  etc.  The  provisions  noticed  above 
for  the  appointment  of  terms,  and  the  providing  of  terms,  etc., 
for  the  general  term  of  this  court,  are  equally  applicable  to  the 
special  term.  Code,  §§  36,  61,  28. 

c.  Jurisdiction.  All  judgments  except  judgments  upon  ap- 
peal must  be  given  at  the  special  term.  Code,  §  37. 

Section  3.  Trial  term. 

The  powers  and  offices  of  the  trial  term  of  this  court  are  iden- 
tical with  those  of  the  **  circuit*'  in  the  supreme  court. 


ARTICLE    X. 

BEMOYAL  OF  CAUSES  INTO  THE  SUPKEME  OOUBT,  AND  FROM  THE 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Section  1.  Removal  of  causes  into  the  supreme  court. 

a.  What  actions  may  he  removed.  Ailj  action  brought  under 
subdivision  2  of  section  33  of  the  Code,  and  pending  in  the  su- 
perior court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  may  be  removed  into  the 
supreme  court,  and  the  place  of  trial  therein  may  be  changed  by 
the  said  supreme  court  as  if  such  action  had  been  commenced  in 
that  court.  Code,  §  33,  subd.  2. 

ft.  How  removed.  Such  removal  and  change  of  place  of  trial 
is  effected  by  order  made  in  the  supreme  court  upon  motion. 
Upon  filing  a  certified  copy  of  such  order  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  court,  such  cause  shall  be  deemed  to  be  re- 
moved into  the  supreme  court.  Code,  §  33,  subd.  2. 

c.  Proceedings  after  removal.  The  supreme  court  shall  pro- 
ceed in  such  action  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  com- 
menced therein,  and  the  clerk  with  whom  such  order  of  removal 
is  filed  must  forthwith  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  in 
which,  by  such  order,  the  trial  is  directed  to  be  had,  to  be  filed 
in  his  office,  all  process,  pleadings  and  proceedings  relating  to 
such  cause.  Code,  §  33,  subd.  2. 

d.  Removal  discretionary.    The  power  of  the  supreme  court,  * 


334       SUPERIOR  COURT  OP  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Removal  of  causes  into  the  superior  court  —  In  general. 

to  remove  into  that  court  a  cause  pending  in  the  superior  court, 
is  a  discretionary  power,  and  not  one  giving  a  party  applying 
therefor  a  strict  right.  It  should  only  be  exercised  upon  good 
cause  sl4pwn.    Campbell  v.  BvUer^  4  Abb.  55. 

e.  Motion  papers.  On  the  mo€on  for  removal  the  papers 
should  be  entitled  in  the  court  from  which  the  removal  is  sought. 
Miller  v.  DowSy  2  How.  98. 

Section  2.  Bemoval  of  causes  into  the  superior  court. 

a.  Causes  to  he  tranrferred.  It  is  provided  that  aU  civil  suits 
at  issue  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Code,  that,  after  the  1st 
day  of  May,  1849,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  calendar  of  the  su- 
preme court  at  any  general  or  special  term  thereof,  to  be  held  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  which  shall  be  in  readiness  for  hear- 
ing on  questions  of  law  only,  or  are  equity  cases,  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  superior  court  of  that  city.  Code,  §  47. " 

The  authority  conferred  by  this  provision  to  transfer  equity 
causes  to  the  superior  court  is  confined  to  equity  cases  com- 
menced prior  to  July,  1848,  and  does  not  extend  to  actions  under 
the  Code  where  the  relief  sought  is  of  an  equitable  nature. 
Giles  V.  Lyon,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  600 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S. 
257. 

J.  HmjQ  transferred.  Such  actions  are  to  be  transferred  by  an 
order  of  the  supreme  court,  or  by  the  judge  holding  the  special 
term  at  which  the  cause  was  to  have  been  heard.  Code,  §  47. 

c.  After  removal.  The  causes,  on  removal,  are  to  be  heard  at 
the  general  term  of  the  superior  court  (Code,  §  47),  and  that  court 
has  full  jurisdiction  over  every  cause  so  transferred,  and  can 
exercise  the  same  powers  in  relation  thereto  as  the  supreme 
court  might  have  exercised  if  the  euit  had  remained  therein. 
Code,  §  48. 

ARTICLE  XL 

BULES. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  transaction  of  business  before  this 
court  is  regulated  by  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court,  so  far  as 
they  are  applicable  to  this  court.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13. 
These  rules  were  adopted  by  a  convention  of  the  general  term 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  the  chief  judges  of  the  superior 
courts  in  cities,  the  chief  judge  of  the  New  York  common  pleas, 
and  the  chief  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Brooklyn ;  and  a  con- 
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vention  of  these  judges  is  to  be  held  every  two  years  hereafter, 
to  revise,  alter,  abolish  or  make  rules,  which  shall  be  binding 
upon  this  court  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  its  practice.    lb. 

But,  in  addition  to  these  rules,  the  superior  court  is  authorized 
to  make  other  rules,  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  its  practice,  as 
it  may,  in  its  discretion,  deem  necessary.  The  rules  so  adopted, 
however,  must  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  general  rules  of 
the  supreme  court  as  adopted  in  convention.  Supreme  Court 
Bules,  96. 

The  general  term  may  make  further  rules  for  the  transaction 
of  business  before  it.  lb. 


ARTICLE  Xn, 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Appeals  to  the  court  of  appeals.  Every  appeal  from 
the  general  term  -of  the  superior  court  must  be  taken  directly  to 
the  court  of  appeals.  Code,  §  11.  This  includes  judgments  in 
suits  transferred  from  the  supreme  court  to  the  superior  court. 
Code,  §  50. 

Section  2.  Appeals  to  the  superior  court.  Formerly  the  supe- 
rior court  had  jurisdiction  of  appeals  from  the  marine  and  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  New  York  city  (Code  of  1848,  §  302),  but  it  has 
no  longer  any  appellate  power  in  such  cases,  as  all  appeals  from 
those  courts  are  now  heard  in  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Code, 
§§  351,  352 ;  Wood  v.  Kelly,  2  Hilt.  334 ;  Hawkins  v.  Mayor ^ 
etc.,  of  New  TorJc,  5  Abb.  344. 

Section  3.  Proceedings  reviewed  in  supreme  court*  In  case 
proceedings  are  had  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corptcs  granted  by  a 
justice  of  this  court,  sitting  as  a  supreme  court  commissioner, 
such  proceedings  may  be  removed  by  certiorari  into  the  supreme 
court,  to  be  there  examined  and  corrected.  2  R.  S.  673  (593), 
§  69 ;  Lemmon  v.  The  People,  26  Barb.  270 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  20 
N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  562. 


CHAPTER  X. 

COMMON  PLEAS  OP  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OBGANIZATIOK. 

Section  1.  History  of  the  court.  The  first  record  we  have  of  a 
court  of  common  pleas  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  found  in  the 
charter  granted  to  that  city  by  Dongan,  governor  of  the  Province 
of  New  York,  in  1686,  but  as  that  court  was  merely  the  continu- 
ation of  the  tribunal  then  in  existence,  a  brief  sketch  of  its  his- 
tory will  not  be  out  of  place  here,  and  for  further  information 
the  student  is  referred  to  the  ^'  History  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  with  an  account  of  the  judicial  organization  of  the  State," 
by  Hon.  Chas.  P.  Daly.    1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduction. 

In  the  yeair  1663,  there  was  established  by  the  Dutch,  at 
New  Amsterdam,  the  courts  of  the  Schout,  Burgomasters 
and  Schepens,  which  had  the  two-fold  function  of  council  or 
board  for  the  management  aad  regulation  of  municipal  affairs, 
and  of  a  court  of  justice  with  almost  unlimited  jurisdiction,  both 
civil  and  criminal.  When  the  colony  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  English  in  1664,  the  name  of  the  city  was  changed  to  New 
York,  but  the  municipal  and  judicial  organization  was  not  inter- 
fered with  until  1665,  when  Nicolls,  who  had  assumed  the  gov- 
ernment as  the  representative  of  James,  Duke  of  York,  issued  a 
proclamation  on  the  12th  of  June  of  that  year,  abolishing  the 
form  of  government  established  by  the  Dutch,  and  declaring  that 
the  government  of  the  city  should  be  intrusted  to  persons 
^'  known  thereafter  as  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  sheriff,  according 
to  customs  of  the  corporations  in  England."  These  officers 
were  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  with  power  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  city  according  to  law.  They  con- 
vened shortly  afterward,  re-appointed  the  former  clerk  of  the 
court  of  Schout,  Burgomasters  and  Schepens,  and  changed  its 
name  to  the  ** mayor's  court."  These  officers,  the  mayor  taking 
the  place  of  Burgomaster,  the  aldermen  that  of  Schepens,  and 
the  sheriff  corresponding  to  the  Schout,  were  appointed  by  the 
acting  governor. 
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For  the  period  of  a  little  more  than  a  year,  viz.,  from  August, 
1673,  to  October,  1674,  during  which  time  the  Dutch  again  had 
possession  of  the  city,  the  court  was  re-organized  under  its  old 
name,  but  with  that  exception  the  mayor's  court  remained  sub- 
stantially under  its  original  organization,  regulating  municipal 
affairs  and  exercising  judicial  functions,  both  in  civil  and  crim- 
inal matters,  until  the  year  1684,  when  a  recorder  was  appointed, 
who  took  his  seat  with  the  court.  The  next  important  change 
which  occurred,  was  under  the  Dongan  charter  in  1686,  when 
the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  any  three  of  them  (of 
whom  the  mayor  or  recorder  was  required  to  be  one),  were 
authorized  to  hold,  within  the  city,  a  court  of  common  pleas ^  for 
the  trial  of  all  civil  actions.  Thus  the  duties  of  these  officers  in 
civil  actions  was  separated  from  their  legislative  powers,  and  also 
from  their  powers  as  criminal  magistrates.  The  court,  however, 
continued  to  be  called  by  the  familiar  title  of  the  mayor's  court 
until  1821,  when  its  name  was  changed,  by  act  of  legislature,  to 
"  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York."  The  same  act  made  provision  for  vl  first  jvdge  to  be 
appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  and  who  should  hold 
office  during  good  behavior,  or  until  sixty  years  of  age.  Laws 
of  1821,  ch.  72.  But  by  the  constitution  adopted  one  year  later, 
the  power  of  appointment  was  vested  in  the  governor,  and  the 
term  of  office  was  changed  to  five  years. 

By  the  act  of  1821  it  was  the  especial  duty  of  the  first  judge  to 
hold  the  courts  and  he  was  authorized  to  hold  it  without  the 
mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  although  they  were  still  at  liberty 
to  sit  in  it.    Laws  of  1821,  ch.  72. 

The  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  was,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  clerk  of  this  court.    2  R.  S.  216  (226),  §  24. 

In  1834  an  associate  judge  was  added  to  the  court,  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  first  judge.    Laws  of  1834,  ch.  94,  §  1. 

A  few  years  later  an  additional  associate  judge  was  created, 
with  the  same  powers  as  the  other  two  (Laws  of  1839,  ch.  116,  §  2), 
and  thus  constituted  the  court  remained  until  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  1846. 

That  instrument  provided  that  the  court  should  remain  under 
its  then  existing  organization  until  otherwise  directed  by  the 
legislature  (Const,  of  1846,  art.  14,  §  12),  and  that  its  judicial 
officers  should  be  elected  at  such  times  and  in  such  mamier  as 
the  legislature  should  direct.    Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  18. 
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By  an  act  passed  the  following  year  it  was  provided  that  an 
election  of  three  judges  for  this  court  should  be  had  in  June  of 
that  year,  whose  terms  of  office  (to  be  determined  by  lot)  should 
expire  respectively  at  the  end  of  two,  four  and  six  years,  and 
that  the  election  of  judges  thereafter  should  be  for  the  term  of 
fiix  years.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  255. 

Section  2.  Present  organization* 

a.  Nvmber  of  jvdges.  By  the  6th  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  adopted  in  1869,  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  city 
of  New  York  is  continued,  and  is  hereafter  to  be  composed  of 
the  three  judges  in  office  at ,  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  that 
article,  and  their  successors,  and  three  additional  judges.  A 
chief  judge  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  court,  from 
their  own  number,  who  is  to  act  as  such  during  his  official  term. 
Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

h.  Election  of  judges.  The  judges  of  this  court  are  to  be 
chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  city  of  New  York.    Const,  art.  6, 

§  13. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  election  of  the  three  additional 
judges,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature.  Const.,  art  6,  § 
24 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  2. 

c.  Term  of  office.  They  hold  their  office  for  fourteen  years 
from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  their  elec- 
tion, but  no  person  is  qualified  to  act  as  such  judge  longer  than 
until  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next,  after  he  shall 
be  seventy  years  of  age.    Const,  art.  6,  §  13. 

d.  Compensation.  The  compensation  of  the  judges  of  this 
court  is  to  be  established  by  law,  and  it  cannot  be  diminished 
during  their  term  of  office.  Const,  art.  6,  §  14.  They  are  not 
allowed  to  receive  fees  for  any  service.    Code,  §  35. 

e.  Certificate  of  age,  etc.  Each  judge  is  required,  within  ten 
days  after  entering  upon  his  duties,  to  make  and  sign  a  certifi- 
cate,  which  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
setting  forth  his  age  and  the  time  when  his  official  term  will 
expire.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  8. 

/.  Vacancies,  how  filled.  Successors  to  those  whose  terms  of 
office  expire  by  the  effluxion  of  time  or  the  disability  of  age 
shall  be  chosen  at  the  general  election  preceding  the  expiration 
of  such  term.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86^  §  9.  Vacancies  occurring 
from  any  other  cause  are  filled  at  the  next  general  election,  hap- 
pening not  less  than  three  months  after  the  vacancy  occurs ;  and 
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until  it  is  so  filled,  the  governor,  with  the  concnrrence  of  the 
senate,  or,  if  the  senate  is  not  in  session,  the  governor  may  ap- 
point a  successor  to  fill  such  vacancy,  and  such  appointment  con- 
tinues to  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next  after  the 
election  at  which  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled.  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
86,  §  9 ;  Const.,  art.  6,  §  9.     See  aTvte,  294. 


ARTICLE  IL 

JURISDICTION    OF  THE  COUBT. 

Section  1.  Original  jurisdiction. 

a.  Cause  of  action  arising  in  the  city.  The  court  of  common 
pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  following  actions  when  the  cause  or  some  part  thereof  has 
arisen  in  such  city. 

1.  For  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed  by 
statute. 

2.  Against  a  public  officer  or  person  specially  appointed  to 
execute  his  duties,  for  an  act  done  by  him  in  virtue  of  his  office, 
or  against  a  person  who,  by  his  command  or  in  his  aid,  shall  do 
any  thing  toucTiing  the  duties  of  such  office.  Code,  §§  38,  124. 

ft.  Stdu'ect  of  action  situated  in  the  city.  It  also  has  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  following  actions  when  the  subject,  or  some  part 
thereof,  is  situated  within  such  city. 

•  1.  Actions  for  the  recovery  of  real  property,  or  of  an  estate  or 
interest  therein,  or  for  the  determination,  in  any  form,  of  such 
right  or  interest^  and  for  injuries  to  real  property. 

2.  For  the  partition  of  real  property. 

3.  For  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  of  real  property. 

4.  For  the  recovery  of  personal  property  distrained  for  any 
cause.  Code,  §§  33,  123. 

c.  Defendants  residing  in  tJie  city.  The  court  of  common 
pleas  has  jurisdiction  of  all  other  actions. 

1.  Where  all  the  defendants  reside  or  are  personally  served 
with  the  summons  within  the  city  of  New  York ;  or, 

2.  Where  one  or  more  of  several  defendants  jointly  liable  on 
contract,  reside  or  are  personally  served  with  the  summons  within 
that  city.  Code,  §  33. 

d.  Actions  against  corporations.  Its  jurisdiction  extends  to 
actions  against  corporations : 
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I.  Created  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  transacting  their 
general  business  or  keeping  an  office  for  the  tiunsaction  of  busi- 
ness within  the  city  of  New  York  or  established  by  law  there- 


in; or 


n.  Created  by  or  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  govern- 
ment or  country. 

1.  For  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages,  whether  liquidated 
or  not,  arising  upon  contract,  made,  executed  or  delivered  within 
the  State ;  or 

2.  Upon  any  cause  of  action  arising  within  this  State.  Code, 
§33. 

An  action  against  a  corporation  created  by  or  under  the  laws 
of  any  other  State,  government  or  country,  may  be  brought  in 
this  court. 

1.  By  a  resident  of  this  State  for  any  cause  of  action. 

2.  By  a  plaintiff  not  a  resident  of  this  State,  when  the  cause 
of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  the  subject  of  the  action  shall  be 
situated,  within  the  State.    Code,  §  427. 

e.  Under  the  constittUion.  The  sixth  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  adopted  in  1869,  declares,  that  this  court  shall  be  contin- 
ued with  such  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  it  now  possesses,  "  and 
such  further  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred 
by  law."     Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

/.  Same  Jurisdiction  as  county  court  This  court  possesses 
the  same  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  county  courts,  which 
includes  special  proceedings  for  the  disposition  of  the  real  estate 
of  in&nts,  where  such  real  estate  is  situated  in  the  city  of  New 
York ;  the  care  and  custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  luna- 
tics, persons  of  unsound  mind,  or  habitual  drunkards,  residing 
in  the  city ;  the  mortgage  or  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  religious 
corporations,  and  in  the  admeasurement  of  dower  in  lands  within 
the  city.  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  470,  §  21 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  31. 
Cited  in  4  Stat,  at  Large,  584,  §  21 ;  id.  564,  §  31. 

By  an  act  passed  in  1854,  it  was  declared  that  this  court  should 
have  all  the  powers  then  or  thereafter  to  be  invested  in  the 
county  courte,  so  that,  whenever  any  county  court  would  have 
jurisdiction  of  any  action  or  proceeding,  the  court  of  common 
pleas  has  jurisdiction  of  it  if  within  ite  territorial  jurisdiction. 
Laws  of  1854,  ch.  198.  As  to  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  county- 
courts,  see  titie  County  Courts. 

g.  In  equity.  There  is  now  no  question  as  to  the  equity  juris- 
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diction  of  this  court,  for  beside  the  equity  powers  expressly 
conferred  upon  it  in  common  with  the  county  courts  (4  Stat,  at 
Large,  684,  §  21 ;  id.  564,  §  31 ;  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  198),  the 
courts  have  declared  that,  under  subdivision  2  of  section 
33  of  the  Code,  the  court  of  common  pleas  may  exercise  the 
same  jurisdiction  as  the  late  court  of  chancery,  provided  the 
defendant  resides  or  is  personally  served  with  the  summons 
within  the  city  of  New  York.  Christy  v.  Lihhy^  5  Abb.  JST.  S. 
192 ;  S.  C,  2  Daly,  418 ;  affirming  S.  C,  35  How.  119 ;  Carey  v. 
Carey,  2  Daly,  424. 

7i.  SerrAce  of  process,  etc.  When  actions  are  commenced 
against  non-residents  of  the  city  under  the  second  subdi- 
vision of  section  33  of  the  Code,  jurisdiction  of  the  person  is 
obtained  by  a  personal  service  of  process  within  the  city  {Zere- 
gal  V.  Benoist,  33  How.  129 ;  S.  C,  7  Rob.  199) ;  and  when  so 
obtained,  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  co-equal  with  that  of 
the  supreme  court.  Mclvor  v.  McCahe,  16  Abb.  319 ;  S.  C, 
26  How.  257;  Porter  v.  Lord,  13  id.  254;  S.  C,  4  Abb.  48; 
4  Duer,  682;  Bates  v.  Reyrvolds,  7  Bosw.  685.  A  service  of 
process  will  not  be  sustained,  however,  when  the  defendant  is 
induced  to  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  by  misrep- 
resentations. Ooupil  V.  Simonson,  3  Abb.  474 ;  CarpeTvter  v. 
Spooner,  2  Sandf.  717 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  140 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  3 
id-  23 ;  and  see  BenningTioff  v.  Oswell,  87  How.  235.  See 
ante,  327,  328.  If  the  defendant  is  served  with  process  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  his  voluntary  appearance  in  the  action 
will  cure  the  defect.    Smith  v.  JDipeer,  2  Code  R.  70. 

i.  Attachment  against  non-resident  In  an  action  under  the 
2d  subdivision  of  section  33  of  the  Code,  where  the  defendant 
is  a  non-resident  of  the  city,  the  issuing  of  an  attachment 
and  levy  upon  his  property  thereunder,  before  the  service  of 
summons  in  the  action  upon  him,  does  not  give  the  court  any 
jurisdiction,  either  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  action  or  of  the 
person  of  the  defendant,  and  the  levy  made  in  that  manner  is 
wholly  void.  Zeregal  v.  Benoist,  33  How.  129 ;  S.  C,  7  Rob. 
199.  See  Kerr  v.  Mount,  28  N.  Y.  (1.  Tiff.)  659.  But  in 
such  a  case  the  attachment  may  be  issued  and  accompany 
the  summons  into  the  sheriff' s  hands,  and  may  be  served  after 
the  summons  has  been  duly  served,  for  until  due  service  of  the 
summons,  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action,  and  a  levy 
would  be  unauthorized.    The  attachment  becomes  valid  upon 
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the  service  of  the  Bummons.  Oovld  v.  Bryan^  3  Bosw.  626 ; 
Woodward  v.  Stearns^  10  Abb.  N.  S.  396. 

y.  Injuries  to  personal  property.  An  action  may  be  main- 
tained in  this  conrt  for  injuries  to  personal  property,  if  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  person  of  the  defendant  can  be  obtained,  although 
the  acts  complained  of  were  committed  in  another  State.  Smith 
V.  Bvtler,  1  Daly,  608. 

k.  Mechanics*  liens.  This  court  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
proceedings  upon  liens  against  real  estate,  in  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  except  that,  when  the  lien  is  filed  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $100,  proceedings  may  be  had  thereon  in  the  marine 
or  the  justice's  court.    Laws  of  1861,  ch.  513,  §  4. 

I.  Forfeited  recognizances.  Judgments  upon  recognizances, 
docketed  with  the  New  York  county  clerk,  are  under  the  juris- 
diction and  control  of  the  New  York  common  pleas,  which  may 
remit  such  fbrfeitures  and  discharge  the  dockets  of  judgments 
entered  thereon.  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  198,  §  6  ;  Laws  of  1846,  ch. 
229.    See  Laws  of  1861,  ch.  333 ;  TTie  People  v.  Petry,  2  Hilt.  623. 

m.  Supplementary  proceedings. *  This  court  has  jurisdiction 
of  and  may  entertain  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution,  on 
a  judgment  of  the  marine  or  the  district  court  of  New  York  city, 
where  a  transcript  of  the  judgment  is  docketed  with  the  county 
clerk,  and  the  amount  recovered  exceeds,  exclusive  of  costa, 
$26,  or  on  a  judgment  of  any  other  court  when  execution  has 
been  issued  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.    Code,  §  292. 

n.  Jurisdiction  presumed.  The  jurisdiction  of. this  court  will 
be  presumed  until  the  contrary  appears.  Part  v.  SeixaSy  21 
Wend.  40,  48;  Foot  v.  Stevens^  Yl  id.  483.  See  Chemung 
Canal  Bank  v.  Judsm,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  264,  260. 

0.  Jurisdiction  generally.  There  having  been  some  doubts 
expressed  as  to  the  general  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
the  legislature,  by  an  act  passed  in  1864,  affirmed  its  powers  in 
remitting  fines  and  forfeitures,  in  correcting  and  discharging  the 
dockets  of  judgments  entered  upon  recognizances,  conferred 
upon  it  all  the  powers  then  or  thereafter  to  be  given  to  the  county 
courts,  and  confirmed  generally  its  powers  as  a  court  of  original 
and  general  jurisdiction  as  they  were  exercised  before  the  con- 
stitution of  1846.    See  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  198. 

Section  3.  The  court  has  no  jurisdiction. 

a.  Actions  against  the  mayor ^  etc.  The  court  of  common 
pleas  has  no  jurisdiction  of  an  action  against  the  mayor,  alder- 
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men  and  commonalty  of  New  York,  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  686,  §  6. 
That  is  a  public  statute  and  need  not  be  specially  pleaded. 
Bretz  V.  TTie  Maym^  ete.^  of  New  York,  35  How.  130 ;  S.  C,  6 
Rob.  325 ;  4  Abb.  N.  S.  268  ;  reversing  S.  C,  3  id.  478. 

h.  Proceedings  against  vessels.  Proceedings  in  rem  against 
vessels,  under  the  act  of  1862  (Laws  of  1862,  ch.  482),  cannot  be 
Imd  in  this  court ;  the  act  conferring  jurisdiction  upon  State 
courts  in  such  cases  is  unconstitutional.  Bird  v.  Steamboat 
Josephine,  39  N.  Y.  (12  Tiff.)  19 ;  S.  C,  6  Trans.  App.  5 ;  re- 
versing  S.  C,  60  Barb.  601.  See  Broolcman  v.  HamiU^  43  N.  Y. 
(4  Hand)  664. 

c.  Land  ovi  of  the  State.  Under  subdivision  1  of  section 
33  of  the  Code,  the  court  cannot  entertain  an  action  to  set 
aside  as  fraudulent  a  conveyance  of  land  situated  in  another 
State.  Bennett  v.  Ermng,  4  Rob.  671 ;  S.  C,  82  How.  384.  And 
the  rule  is  the  same  if  the  action  is  for  damages  for  injuries  to 
real  property  situated  put  of  the  State.  Mott  v.  Goddington^ 
1  Rob.  267 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  N.  S.  290.  See  art.  2,  §  1,  of  this  chap- 
ter, ante,  839. 

Section  3.  Appellate  jurisdiction. 

a.  Exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  only  mode  of  reviewing 
judgments  of  the  marine  court  of  the  city  of  New.  York,  or  of 
the  justices'  courts  of  that  city,  is  by  an  appeal  to  this  court. 
Code,  §§  34,  351,  362. 

b.  Final  judgment.  The  judgment  of  this  court  upon  such 
an  appeal  is  final,  unless  the  general  term  grants  an  order  allow* 
ing  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  appeals.    Code,  §  11,  subd.  3. 

All  the  powers  which  the  superior  court  formerly  had  on  ap- 
peals from  these  inferior  courts  are  now  vested  in  the  common 
pleas.     Wood  v.  KeUyy  2  Hilt.  334. 


ARTICLE  m. 

POWERS. 

Seetton  1.  Of  the  court. 

a.  Discovery  of  hooks,  e^.  Li  aU  cases  pending  before  this 
court,  it  may  compel  a  discovery  of  books,  papers,  and  docu- 
ments in  the  same  manner  as  the  supreme  court  4  Stat,  at* 
lArge,  660 ;  Laws  of  1841,  ch.  88.  See  Gould  v.  McCarty,  11 
K.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  676. 


■ 
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6.  Unwilling  wiMess,  The  court  may  issue  a  summons  to 
any  person  within  the  county,  whose  deposition  is  necessary  on 
a  motion  or  other  proceeding,  to  attend  before  a  judge  of  the 
court  and  make  such  deposition,  and  obedience  to  such  process 
may  be  enforced  as  in  case  of  a  subpoena.  Laws  of  1840,  ch. 
276,  §§3,  4 ;  Code,  §  401,  subd.  7.  This  provision  of  the  Code 
does  not  apply  to  a  party  to  the  action.  HodgsTcin  v.  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  R.  R.  Co,,  8  Daly,  70 ;  5  Abb.  N.  S.  73. 

c.  Commitment.  This  court  has  exercised  the  power  of  commit- 
ting a  party  for  the  non-payment  of  a  tax.  Kahn!  s  Case,  11 
Abb.  147;  S.  C,  19  How.  475. 

d.  Inferior  court  judgments.  This  court  has  control  over 
judgments  of  the  marine  and  the  justices'  courts  of  New  York 
city,  when  docketed  with  the  county  clerk,  and  may  order  a  set- 
off between  such  judgments.  Hayden  v.  McDermott,  9  Abb.  14. 

e.  Suhpcenas.  The  court  has,  from  an  early  period,  exercised 
the  power  of  issuing  writs  of  subpoena  to  i)ersons  in  any  part  of 
the  State.    See  Greenleaf's  Laws  of  1789,  p.  262. 

/.  Terms,  oficers,  etc.  It  may  appoint  its  general  and  special 
terms,  prescribe  their  duration,  and  alter  such  appointment. 
Code,  §  35.  It  may  appoint  a  crier  (Code,  §  39)  and  a  clerk. 
Laws  of  1854,  ch.  198. 

Section  2.  Of  the  jadges. 

a.  CTw/mber  "business.  The  judges  of  this  court  at  chambers 
have  the  same  powers  as  the  justices  of  the  superior  court,  which 
are  substantially  the  same  as  those  of  a  judge  at  special  term. 
Laws  of  1830,  ch.  186,  §§  7,  8,  9 ;  Bedin  v.  PlaU,  11  Abb.  398 ; 
S.  C,  20  How.  167.  See  4  Stat,  at  Large,  684,  §  22 ;  Laws  of 
1828,  ch.  137,  §  23 ;  Laws  of  1821,  ch.  72 ;  Renard  v.  Hargtms^ 
13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  259 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  255.  Any  proceeding 
commenced  before  one  judge  of  this  court  may  be  continued 
before  any  other  judge  of  the  court.  Laws  of  1840,  ch.  276,  §§ 
2,4. 

&.  Delivery  of  books,  etc.  Any  judge  of  the  court  may  enter- 
tain proceedings  to  compel  a  delivery  of  the  books,  etc.,  of  a 
public  office.  Devlin  v.  Piatt,  11  Abb.  398 ;  S.  C,  20  How.  167. 

c.  As  supreme  court  commissioners.  The  power  of  the  judges 
of  this  court  to  act  as  supreme  court  commissioners  is  preserved  to 
them,  as  it  was  possessed  and  exercised  prior  to  the  constitution 
of  1846.  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  255 ;  Renard  v.  Hargous,  13  N.  Y. 
(3  Kern.)  259 ;  Deolin  v.  PlaU,  11  Abb.  398 ;  S.  C,  20  How.  167. 
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d.  Holding  other  courts.  The  judges  of  this  court  may,  under 
the  appointment  of  the  governor,  hold  circuits  and  special  terms 
of  the  supreme  court.  Const,  art.  "6,  §  12 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
408,  §  8.  By  an  act  passed  in  1870,  any  judge  of  this  court  is 
authorized  and  empowered  to  hold  terms  of  the  court  of  general 
sessions  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  case  of 
the  temporary  disability  or  absence  of  the  recorder  or  city  judge. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  664. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

JUDGHEKT,  HOW  BEKDEBED. 

Section  1.  On  appeal.  All  judgments  on  appeal  are  rendered 
at  the  general  term  of  the  court.  Code,  §  37.  A.  concurrence  of 
two  judges  is  necessary  to  pronounce  such  judgment,  and  if  two 
do  not  concur,  the  appeal  must  be  reheard.  Code,  §  38.  Where 
three  judges  hear  an  appeal,  and  two  of  them  pronounce  a  judg- 
ment without  consultation  with  the  third,  such  judgment  will  be 
allowed  to  stand,  though  it  is  always  preferable  in  such  a  case 
that  there  should  be  a  consultation.  Parrott  v.  The  Knicker- 
bocker Ins.  Co.,  38  JHow.  608 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  234 ;  1 
Sweeny,  633. 

Section  2.  Other  judgments.  All  other  judgments  must  be 
given  at  the  special  term.    Code,  §  37. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OFFICEBS. 

Section  1.  Clerk.  Until  the  year  1864  the  clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  was  clerk  of  this  court,  but  in  that  year 
the  legislature  authorized  the  court  to  appoint  a  clerk,  who  per- 
forms the  duties  ])ertaining  to  that  office.  Laws  of  1864,  ch. 
198.    See  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Pre&ce. 

Section  2.  Crier.  The  court  has  power  also  to  appoint  a  crier, 
who  holds  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court,  and  receives 
a  salary  fixed  by  the  supervisors  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
is  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury.    Code,  §  39. 

Section  3.  Attorneys.  Attorneys,  when  admitted  to  practice 
by  the  supreme  court,  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  this 
court.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  76  ;  4  Stat,  at  Large,  677. 

44 
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AI^TICLE  VI. 

TBBMS. 

Section  1.  General  term. 

a.  Appointment.  The  court  has  power  to  appoint  general  and 
special  terms  thereof,  to  prescribe  their  duration,  and  to  alter 
such  appointment  from  time  to  time.    Code,  §  35. 

b.  Rooma^  etc.  The  supervisors  of  the  county  of  New  York 
should  provide  the  court  with  rooms,  attendants,  fuel,  lights, 
and  stationery  suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  its 
business.  In  case  the  sheriff  neglects  to  do  so,  the  court  may 
order  the  sheriffs  to  provide  the  same,  and  his  expenses  become  a 
county  charge.    Code,  §  28. 

c.  Number  qf  judges.  A  general  term  may  be  held  by  any 
two  of  the  judges  of  the  court.    Code,  §  36. 

d.  Jurisdiction.  The  general  term  alone  has  power  of  render- 
ing judgment  in  cases  on  appeal.    Code,  §  37. 

The  construction  which  has  been  given  to  section  37  of  the  Code 
is,  that  the  general  term  should  exercise  only  an  appellate  juris- 
diction, except  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  section  266  of  the 
Code.    MaMer  of  Walker^  2  Duer,  655. 

Section  2.  Special  term. 

CL  By  whom  held.  The  special  term  must  be  held  by  a  single 
judge.    Code,  §  36. 

b.  AppointToent^  rooms^  etc.  The  provisions  already  noticed 
respecting  the  appointment  of  terms,  and  the  providing  of  rooms 
and  accommodation  for  the  general  term,  are  equally  applicable 
to  the  special  term.    Code,  §§  28,*  35. 

c.  Jurisdiction.    All  judgments,  except  upon  appeal,  must 

be  given  at  the  special  term,    Code»  §  37. 

» 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

BEHOVAL  OF  CAUSES  TO  SUPBEICB  OOUBT. 

Section  1.  What  actions  may  be  removed.  Any  action  brought 
under  subdivision  2  of  section  33  of  the  Code,  and  pending  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  may  be  removed  into  the  supreme 
court,  and  the  place  of  trial  may  .be  changed  by  the  supreme 
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court,  as  if  the  action  had  been  commenced  in  that  court    Code, 
§  33,  subd.  2. 
Section  2.  Proceedings  on  remoral. 

a.  Hov)  removed.  The  removal  and  change  of  place  of  trial 
are  effected  hy  an  order  made  in  the  supreme  court  on  motion ; 
and  the  cause  is  deemed  to  be  removed  into  the  supreme  court 
when  a  certified  copy  of  such  order  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Code,  §  33,  subd.  2.  On  a 
motion  to  remove  a  cause  into  the  supreme  court,  the  papers 
should  be  entitled  in  the  "Court  of  Common  Pleas."  Miller  v. 
Dims,  2  How.  98. 

h.  Proceedings  after  removal.  The  supreme  court  proceeds  in 
such  action  in  the  same  manner  as  though  it  had  been  originally 
commenced  in  that  court ;  and  the  clerk  with  whom  the  order  of 
removal  is  filed  is  bound  to  deliver  forthwith  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county,  in  which,  by  such  order,  the  trial  is  directed  to  be  had, 
to  be  filed  in  his  office,  all  process,  pleadings  and  proceedings 
relating  to  such  cause.    Code,  §  33,  subd.  2. 

e.  Hemoval  discretionary.  The  power  of  the  supreme  court  to 
remove  into  itself  a  cause  pending  in  the  common  pleas  is  a  dis- 
cretionary power,  and  not  one  giving  a  party  applying  therefor 
a  strict  right.    Campbell  v.  BuMer,  4  Abb.  66. 

d.  Hemoval  of  special  proceedings.  No  writ  olTiaheas  corpus 
or  certiorari  shall  be  allowed,  whereby  any  special  proceeding 
may  be  removed,  before  a  final  decision  in  such  proceeding,  from 
the  court  of  common  pleas  into  the  supreme  court.  La^s  of 
1844,  ch.  32 ;  Dedin  v.  Piatt,  20  How.  167 ;  8.  C,  11  Abb.  898. 


ARTICLE  VIU. 

BULES. 

Section  1.  Supreme  court  rules/  The  rules  of  the  supreme 
court  control  the  practice  of  this  court,  so  far  as  they  are  appli- 
cable thereto.  A  convention  of  the  general  term  justices  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  chief  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of  cities, 
the  chief  judge  of  the  New  York  common  pleas  and  of  the  city 
court  of  Brooklyn,  are  authorized  to  meet  every  two  years  at  the 
capitol  in  Albany,  to  revise,  alter,  abolish  and  make  rules  which 
are  binding  upon  all  courts  of  records,  so  far  as  applicable  to  the 
practice  thereof.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13. 
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Section  2.  Further  rules.  The  various  courts  and  general  terms 
are  authorized  to  make  such  further  rules  for  the  transaction  of 
business  before  them  respectively,  not  incon^stent  with  those 
adopted  in  convention,  as  they  in  their  discretion  may  deem 
necessary.    Sup.  Ct.  Rules,  96. 


ARTICLE    IX. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Appeals  from.  Appeals  from  the  general  term  of 
this  court  are  taken  directly  to  the  court  of  appeals.  Code,  §  11. 
Certain  special  proceedings,  however,  may  be  removed  by  cer- 
tiorari and  reviewed  by  the  supreme  court.  2  R.  S.  573  (693), 
§  69.  But  no  prooeedhigs  can  be  removed  until  there  has  been 
a  final  determination  in  the  matter.  Id.  Laws  of  1844,  ch.  32 ; 
Declin  v.  PlaU,  20  How.  167 ;  S.  C,  11  Abb.  398, 

Section  3.  Appeals  to.  Appeals  from  the  general  term  of  the 
marine  court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  from  a  j[ustice's  court  of 
that  city,  lie  exclusively  to  the  general  term  of  this  court.  Code, 
§§  34,  351,  352.  All  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the  superior 
court  as  formerly  exercised  by  it  in  case  of  appeals  from  the  ma 
rine  and  district  courts  are  now  vested  in  this  court.  Wood  v. 
Kelly,  2  Hilt.  334. 

As  to  all  cases  appealable  from  the  marine  court  the  court  of 
common  pleas  is  the  court  of  last  resort,  unless  it  should  allow 
an  appeal  from  its  decision  to  the  court  of  appeals.  Leland  v. 
Smith,  3  Daly,  309.  Its  orders  in  cases  of  contempts  are  con- 
clusive, lb. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

STJPEBIOE  OOUBT  OF  BUFFALO. 

ARTICLE   I. 

OBOAKIZATIOK. 

Section  1.  Establlsliiiient.  The  recorder's  court  of  the  city 
of  Bufialo  was  organized  in  1839,  and  the  present  superior  court 
of  Buffalo  is  a  continuation  of  that  court  with  an  enlarged  juris- 
diction. It  was  established  by  an  act  of  legislature,  passed 
March  28,  1864.  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96.  It  was  originally  com- 
posed of  three  justices,  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, who  held  office  for  eight  years.  lb.  This  act  has  been  de- 
clared constitutional.  International  Bank  v.  Bradley^  19  N.  Y. 
(6  Smith)  245. 

Section  2.  Present  organization.  Under  the  present  constitu- 
tion the  superior  court  of  Buffalo  is  continued,  with  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  it  now  has  and  such  further  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  law.  It  is  composed  of  the 
three  judges  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
constitution  and  their  successors.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

Section  3.  Election  and  term  of  office.  Judges  of  this  court 
are  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  the  term  of 
fourteen  years,  from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January 
next  after  their  election.  But  no  person  can  hold  the  office  of 
judge  longer  than  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  December 
next  after  he  shall  be  seventy  years  of  age.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  13. 

Section  4.  Compensation.  Each  justice  receives  a  salary  of 
$6,000  per  annum  (Laws  of  1870,  ch.  813),  which  cannot  be  di- 
minished during  his  term  of  office.  Const.,  art.  6,  §  14.  He 
is  not  allowed  to  receive  fees  for  any  official  service.  Laws  of 
1854,  ch.  96,  §  6. 

Section  5.  Certificate  of  term ;  vacancies.  Each  justice  is  re- 
quired, within  ten  days  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  to  make  and  sign  a  certificate  stating  his  age  and  the  time 
when  his  official  term  will  expire,  which  must  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  8. 
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Vacancies  occurring  hy  the  effluxion  of  time  or  the  disability 
of  age,  are  filled  at  the  preceding  general  election.  Id,,  §  9.  Va- 
cancies otherwise  occurring  are  filled,  for  a  full  term,  at  the  next 
general  election  happening  not  less  than  three  months  after  the 
vacancy  occurs,  and  until  so  filled,  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  or,  if  the  senate  is  not  in  session,  the 
governor  may  appoint  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Any  such  appoint- 
ment continues  to  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next 
after  the  election  at  which  the  vacancy  shaU  be  filled.  Const., 
art.  6,  §§  9,  12 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  9. 

Section  6.  Not  to  practice.  The  justices  are  not  allowed  to 
practice  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States. 
Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  5. 

Section  7.  Seal^  etc.  The  court  possesses  a  seal,  and  is  de- 
clared to  be  a  court  of  record.    Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §§  1,  7. 

Section  8.  Chief  judge.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  this 
court  to  appoint  from  their  own  number  a  chief  judge,  who  shall 
act  as  such  during  his  official  term.    Const,  art.  6,  §  12. 


ARTICLE  n. 

juaiSDionoK. 

Section  1.  Ordinal. 

a.  Svhject  of  action  situate  in  the  city.  This  court  has  juris- 
diction of  the  following  actions  and  proceedings,  when  the 
subject  thereof  is  situate  within  the  city  of  Buffalo : 

I.  For  the  recovery  of  real  property,  or  of  any  estate  or  inter- 
est therein,  or  for  the  determination,  in  any  form,  of  any  such 
right  or  interest  or  claim  thereto,  and  for  injuries  to  real  property 
and  chattels  real. 

n.  For  the  partition  of  real  property. 

III.  For  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages  of  real  property  and 
chattels  real. 

IV.  For  the  admeasurement  of  dower. 

V.  For  the  sale,  mortgage  or  other  disposition  of  real  prop- 
erty, of  an  infant,  habitual  drunkard,  lunatic,  idiot,  and  persons 
of  unsound  mind. 

VI.  To  compel  a  specific  performance  by  an  infant  heir,  or 
other  person,  of  a  contract  respecting  real  properly  and  chattels 
real 
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VII.  For  the  mortgage  or  sale  by  a  religious  corporation  of 
its  real  property,  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  thereof, 
Lawt  of  1864,  ch.  96,  §  9 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 

ft.  Jurisdiction  in  general.  It  has  jurisdiction  of  all  other 
civil  actions  and  proceedings,  and  of  the  subject-matter  thereof, 
whether  the  cause  thereof  has  arisen,  or  the  subject  thereof  is 
situate,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  or  not;  and  it  may  acquire  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  person  and  property  by  — 

I.  Appearance. 

II.  Personal  service  in  the  city,  of  the  summons  or  process, 
upon  the  defendant. 

IIL  Personal  service  in  the  city  of  the  summons  or  process 
upon  one  or  more  of  several  defendants,  and  upon  the  others, 
in  the  same  place  and  manner,  including  by  publication,  as  if 
the  action  were  in  the  supreme  court. 

IV.  Service  of  the  summons  or  process  in  the  same  plac^  and 
manner,  including  by  publication,  if  it  could  by  law  be  served,  if 
the  action  or  proceeding  were  in  the  supreme  court,  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases : 

1.  When  the  defendant,  or  one  or  more  of  several  defendants, 
resides  or  has  an  ofSce  for  the  transaction  of  business  in  said 
city. 

2.  When  the  cause  of  action  arose  in  said  city. 

3.  When  the  contract  was  made  or  was,  by  its  terms,  to  be 
performed  in  said  city. 

4.  WTien  the  defendants  are  non-residents  of  the  State,  and 
one  ormore  of  them  has  property  in  the  city. 

6.  When  the  defendant  Is  a  corporation  created  under  the 
laws  of  this  State  and  keeps  an  office  or  agency,  or  is  established 
in  said  city. 

6.  When  the  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation  and  keeps  an 
office  or  agency  or  has  property  in  said  city. 

7.  When  the  action  is  for  ditorce  on  the  ground  of  nullity  of 
the  marriage  contract,  or  for  a  divorce  dissolving  the  marriage 
contract,  or  for  a  separation,  and  either  of  the  J)arties  resides  in 
said  city,  or  the  marriage  was  solemnized  in  said  city,  or  the  acts 
complained  of  were  committed  in  said  city. 

The  term  "process,"  as  used  in  this  section,  includes  the 
pax>ers  by  which  any  proceedings  are  commenced.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  313. 

c.  Special  proceedings^  etc.    This  court  has,  within  the  city  of 
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Buffalo,  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  supreme  court,  of  all 
common  law  and  statutory  writs  (such  as  mandamus^  Tiabeas 
corpus^  ne  exeai^  etc.),  of  the  remedies  heretofore  obtained  by 
any  writ  now  abolished,  which  may  now  be  obtained  by  civil 
action,  and  of  all  special  proceedings  whatsoever.  Laws  of  1857, 
ch.  361. 

d.  Plea  of  title  in  justices  court.  It  has  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  actions  discontinued  in  a  justice's  court  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo  on  account  of  the  plea  of  title  being  interposed,  ikws 
of  1857,  ch.  861. 

e.  Custody  of  idiots^  etc.  This  court  has  the  care  and  custody 
of  all  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  habitual 
drunkards,  residing  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  of  their  real  and 
personal  estate.    Laws  of  1864,  ch.  96,  §  11. 

/. ,  Service  of  summons.  In  those  cases  where  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  is  not  made  to  depend  on  the  service  of  the  sum- 
mons within  the  city  of  Buffalo,  the  summons  may  be  served  in 
any  part  of  the  State.    Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  13. 

g.  Jurisdiction  presumed.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  court 
will  in  all  cases  be  presumed.  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  1 ;  Inier- 
national  Bank  v.  Bradley,  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  245,  253. 

Section  2.  Appellate. 

a.  Frcym  justices^  courts.  In  the  city  of  Buffalo,  appeals 
from  the  courts  of  justices  of  that  city  shall  be  to  the  superior 
court,  and  if  on  such  appeal  a  new  trial  is  had,  such  trial  mtist 
be  had  in  the  superior  court.    Code,  §  352. 

h.  From  special  term.  Appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  general 
term  of  this  court  in  all  cases,  where  an  appeal  could  be  taken 
to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  court,  if  the  action  or  pro- 
ceeding were  pending  therein.    Laws  of  1857,  ch.  361. 


ARTICLE    in. 

POWERS. 

Section  1.  Of  the  court. 

a.  Writs  and  process.  Subpoenas,  attachments  for  contempt, 
precepts  for  the  collection  of  interlocutory  costs,  and  all  writs 
and  process  awarded  by  the  court  or  any  judge  thereof,  may 
be  issued  to,  and  executed  in,  any  county  of  the  State.  Laws  of 
1857,  ch.  861. 
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J.  Same  power  as  supreme  court.  This  court  has  the  same 
power  as  the  supreme  court  to  enforce  all  its  process,  orders  and 
judgments,  and  to  grant  new  trials  and  rehearings.  Laws  of 
1867,  ch.  861. 

SeetiOH  2.  Of  tbe  judges.  Each  of  the  justices  of  this  court 
has  all  the  powers  possessed  by  the  recorder  of  the  city  of 
BufTalo,  December  1,  1846,  and  all  the  powers  possessed  by  a 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  out  of  court  or  at  chambers.  Laws 
of  1867,  ch.  361.  Any  proceeding  commenced  before  one  of  the 
justices  may  be  continued  before  another.  lb. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  Clerk.  The  clerk  of  this  court  is  appointed  by  the 
court  and  holds  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court.  He 
receives  a  salary,  and  in  addition  the  same  fees  as  are  paid  to 
the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court.    Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  6. 

SeetiOH  2.  Crier.  The  court  also  appoints  a  crier,  who  holds 
his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court.    Laws  of  1864,  ch.  96. 

Section  3.  Attorneys.  Attorneys,  when  admitted  to  practice  by 
the  supreme  court,  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  this  court. 

Section  4.  Sheriff  and  constables.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff 
of  Erie  county,  and  as  many  constables  as  the  court  shall  direct, 
and  summon  by  the  sheriff,  to  attend  the  terms  of  the  court. 
Laws  of  1664,  ch.  96,  §  8. 

ARTICLE  V. 

TERMS  AND  JUDGMEIH^S. 

Section  I.  Terms. 

a.  General  terms.  Pour  general  terms  are  held  in  each  year, 
at  such  times  as  the  justices  of  the  court  may,  by  order,  prescribe, 
and  the  justices  holding  the  terms  may  adjourn  such  terms,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  business  of  the  court  may  require.  Laws  of 
1864,  ch.  96,  §  22.  A  general  term  may  be  held  by  two  justices. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313.  Demurrers  must  be  heard  at  general 
term.  lb. 

b.  li-idl  term.    Six  trial  terms  are  lield  in  each  year,  at  such 
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times  as  the  justices  of  the  court  may,  by  order,  prescribe ;  and 
the  justice  holding  the  same  may  adjourn  such  term,  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  business  before  it  may  require.  Laws  of  1854, 
ch.  96,  §  22 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313.  Trial  terms  are  held  by  a 
single  justice.  lb.  Issues  of  fSeict  are  triable  at  the  trial  terms, 
except  as  otherwise  provided.  lb. 

c.  Special  term.  The  justices  of  the  court  appoint  special  terms 
to  be  held  by  a  single  justice,  at  such  times  and  places  as  are 
named  in  the  appointment,  for  the  transaction  of  all  business, 
except  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact  by  a  jury,  and  may  authorize 
issues  of  fact  triable  by  the  court,  to  be  noticed  and  brought  on 
for  trial  at  such  terms.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 

d.  Chamber  business.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  provide 
for  the  attendance  of  one  of  it's  justices  for  the  transaction  of 
chamber  business,  at  such  places  and  time  as  shall  be  designated 
by  rule.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 

e.  Petit  Jurors.  The  assessors  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  who  may 
associate  the  clerk  of  the  court  with  them,  make  out  and  file 
with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  a  list  of  600  residents  of  the  city, 
who  are  qualified  to  sit  as  petit  jurors.  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96, 
§  28 ;  Laws  of  1857,  ch.  361 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313.  Prom  this  list 
thirty-six  persons,  or  such  other  number  as  the  court  may  order, 
are  drawn  by  the  clerk  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  justices. 
The  court  may  order  talesmen  to  be  drawn  from  the  list  Laws 
of  1857,  ch.  361. 

/.  Hooms,  etc.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of  Erie  county 
to  provide  rooms  and  accommodations  for  the  court,  and  if  they 
neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so,  the  court  may  direct  other  persons  to 
provide  the  same,  whose  expenses  are  a  county  charge.  Laws 
of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  30. 

Section  2.  Judgments.  Any  judgment  of  this  court  may  be 
docketed  in  any  county  of  the  State,  with  the  same  effect  adjudg- 
ments of  the  supreme  court.  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  21 ;  Laws  of 
1857,  oh.  361. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

BEMOVAL  OF  CAUSES. 

Section  1.    Bemoval  to  the  supreme  court. 

a.  When  acUons  will  b,e  removed.  The  supreme  court  may 
remove  any  action  pending  in  the  superior  court  into  the  su- 
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preme  court  to  be  tried  in  some  county  other  than  Erie,  when, 
if  the  action  were  pending  in  the  supreme  court,  it  would  change 
the  place  of  trial  from  Erie  to  some  other  county  in  the  following 
cases: 

1.  When  the  cause  of  action  has  not  arisen  in  the  county  of 
Erie,  where  the  action  is  for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or*  for- 
feiture imposed  by  statute,  or  against  a  public  oflBicer,  or  person 
specially  appointed  to  execute  his  duties,  for  an  act  done  by  hinn 
in  virtue  of  his  oflBice,  or  against  a  person  who,  by  his  command, 
or  in  his  aid,  has  done  something  touching  the  duties  of  such 
officer. 

2.  When  there  is  ground  to  believe  that  an  impartial  trial  can- 
not, be  had  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  or  the  convenience  of  witnesses 
requires  the  change.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 

ft.  How  removed.  The  removal  is  effected  by  order,  made  in 
the  supreme  court  upon  motion.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313.  Any 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  or  of  this  court,  may  make  an  order 
staying  proceedings  in  any  action  pending  in  the  superior  court 
for  the  purposes  of  such  motion.  Lj^ws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  16. 
The  order  staying  proceedings  may  be  revoked  by  the  justice 
who  granted  it.  lb. 

c.  Proceedings  after  removal.  On  filing  a  certified  copy  of 
the  order  of  removal,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  superior 
court,  tie  action  shall  be  deemed  to  be  removed  into  the  su- 
preme court,  which  shall  proceed  therein  as  if  the  same  had 
been  commenced  there ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court 
must  forthwith  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which,  by 
such  order,  the  trial  is  directed  to  be  had,  all  process,  pleadings, 
and  proceedings  in  such  action,  which  are  in  his  office.  Laws 
of  1864,  ch.  96,  §  17. 

Section  2.  Bemoval  firom  the  supreme  court* 

a.  Actions^  how  removed.  Any  action  pending  in  the  supreme 
court  may  be  removed  into  the  superior  court  by  filing  a  written 
stipulation  to  that  effect,  signed  by  the  attorneys  for  the  respec- 
tive parties,  with  the  county  clerk,  who  must  enter  an  order  for 
the  renjoval  of  such  action,  and  immediately  trarismit  to  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  a  certified  copy  of  such  order,  and 
all  the  process,  pleadings  and  proceedings  in  the  action.  Laws 
of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  18. 

b.  Proceedings  after  removal.  After  the  certified  copy  of  the 
order  for  removal,  and  the  papers  in  the  action,  have  been 
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transmitted  to  the  superior  conrt,  that  court  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  action^  and  may  exercise  the  same  powers  in  respect  to  it^ 
and  any  proceedings  therein,  that  the  supreme  court  could  have 
exercised  if  the  action  had  remained  in  that  court.  Laws  of 
1864,  ch.  96,  §  18. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

BULES* 

Section  1.  Supreme  court  rules.  The  general  rules  of  the 
supreme  court,  adopted  by  the  convention  of  judges  (in  which 
the  chief  judge  of  this  court  is  entitled  to  sit),  are  binding  ui>on 
this  court,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  its  practice.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  408,  §  13;  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  27;  Laws  of  1870, 
ch.  313. 

Section  2*  Other  rules.  This  court  may  make  such  other 
rules  in  regard  to  the  transaction  of  business  before  it,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  rules  of  the  supreme  court,  as  it  may 
deem  necessary.  Sup.  Ct.  Eules,  96 ;  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  96,  § 
27 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  313. 


ARTICLE  Vin. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Appeals  firom. 

a.  Oeneral  term.  Appeals  from  the  general  term  of  this  court 
are  taken  directly  to  the  court  of  appeals,  in  the  same  manner 
and  in  the  same  case»  as  from  the  supreme  court.  Laws  of 
1864,  ch.  96,  §  19 ;  Laws  of  1857,  ch.  361 ;  Code,  §  11. 

h.  JSpeciiil  term.  Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  special  to  the 
general  term  of  this  court,  in  all  cases  where  an  appeal  could  be 
taken  to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  court,  if  the  action  or 
proceeding  were  pending  therein.  Laws  of  1854,  ch.  96,  §  19 ; 
Laws  of  1857,  ch.  361 ;  The  JSoUister  Bank  of  Bvffalo  v.  YaUy 
16  N.  Y.  (1  Smith)  693. 

Section  2.  Appeals  to.  Appeals  from  courts  of  justices  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  lie  exclusively  to  this  court.    Code,  §  362, 


CHAPTER  XII. 

« 

MAYOR'S  AND  EECOEDEB'S  COURTS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OBOANIZATIOK. 

Seetion  1.  Origin. 

a.  In  general.  The  mayor's  and  recorder's  courts  existing  in 
the  various  cities  of  this  State  have  each  a  common  origin  in  the 
old  Dutch  court,  established  in  New  York  in  1653,  and  denom- 
inated "the  worshipful  court  of  the  schout,  burgomaster  and 
Bchepens."  This  ancient  court  retained  its  organization  and  its 
name  until  the  government  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  or,  as  it 
was  then  called.  New  Netherland,  passed  from  Dutch  to  English 
hands,  when  this  court  was  first  called  by  its  present  name,  the 
mayor's  court.  The  court  continued  its  old  organization  with 
but  little  change  until  1684,  when  a  recorder  was  for  the  first 
time  appointed,  and  became  an  oflicer  of  the  court.  Two  years 
later  important  changes  were  made  in  respect  to  the  powers  and 
duties  of  this  court.  The  legislative  power  which  it  had  previ- 
ously exercised  became  vested  in  the  common  council.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  mayor's  court  was  confined  to  civil  actions,  and  a 
new  court  was  created,  having  jurisdiction  of  criminal  causes 
only,  called  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  now  the  court  of  sesr 
sions.  For  a  full  and  able  historical  sketch  of  the  origin  of  these 
courts  see  the  history  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  by  Hon. 
Chafi.  P.  Daly,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Prefece. 

Section  3.  Establishment. 

a.  In  general.  The  common  origin  of  all  the  mayor's  and 
recorder's  courts  of  the  cities  of  this  State  has  been  briefly  noticed 
in  the  previous  section.  A  brief  review  of  the  history  of  the 
establishment  of  some  of  the  more  important  of  these  courts  is 
here  given,  .with  a  view  to  the  furnishing  of  the  sources  from 
which  further  information  may  be  derived,  rather  than  to  the 
presentation  of  the  details  of  the  organization  and  jurisdiction 
of  each  court.  •  The  space  allotted  to  this  part  of  this  work  for- 
bids a  more  extended  discussion. 
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ft.  Mayor* s  court  of  the  city  of  Albany.  The  mayor's  court 
of  the  city  of  Albany  was  established  prior  to  1828,  and  retained 
its  name  until  1867,  when  it  was  abolished,  the  statutes  creating 
and  regulating  it  repealed,  and  its  jurisdiction  transferred  to  the 
supreme  court.     See  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  272. 

c.  Becordefs  court  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  The  recorder's 
court  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  was  organized  in  1839,  and  was  con- 
tinued under  its  original  name  and  organization  until  1854.  In 
that  year  its  organization  was  changed,  its  jurisdiction  extended, 
and  the  existence  of  the  court  itself  merged  in  that  of  the  supe- 
rior court  of  Buffalo.    Laws  of  1864,  ch.  96. 

d.  Mayor*  s  court  of  the  city  of  Hudson.  The  mayor^s  court 
of  the  city  of  Hudson  was  organized  in  the  year  1813.  See  2 
R.  L.  602.  The  original. jurisdiction  of  this  court,  at  the  time  of 
its  organization,  was  limited  and  local,  but  by  subsequent  legis- 
lative enactments  was  extended  to  all  causes  of  action,  wherever 
arising.  Its  appellate  jurisdiction  was,  however,  confined  to 
appeals  from  judgments  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of 
Hudson.  See  Laws  of  1829,  ch.  101 ;  Laws  of  1844,  ch.  189. 
The  judgments  of  this  court,  when  docketed,  are  enforceable  in 
any  county  in  this  State. 

e.  Recorder^ B  court  of  the  city  of  Oswego.  The  recorder's 
court  of  Oswego  was  established  and  its  jurisdiction  prescribed 
and  defined  by  the  laws  of  1848.  See  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374.  In 
the  following  year  the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this 
court  were  made  to  conform  to  other  acts  establishing  similar 
courts  in  other  cities.  See  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  134.  The  judg- 
ments of  this  court,  when  docketed,  are  enforceable  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  judgments  of  the  supreme 
court.     Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374. 

/.  May  of  s  court  of  Rochester.  The  mayor' s  court  of  Roches- 
ter was  established  in  1844.  See  Laws  of  1844,  ch.  146.  It  was, 
however,  abolished  in  the  year  1849,  and  its  jurisdiction  trans- 
ferred to  the  supreme  court.     See  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  303. 

g.  Mayor'*  s  court  of  the  city  of  Troy.  The  mayor's  court  of 
Troy  was  organized  in  1816,  and  its  jurisdiction  prescribed  and  de- 
fined. See  2  R.  S.  218  (227),  §  9  ;  Laws  of  1816,  ch.  144,  §  26.  The 
jurisdiction  of  this  court  was,  however,  modified  in  some  import- 
ant particulars  in  the  year  1848.     See  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  86,  §  5. 

h.  Recorders  court  of  the  city  of  Utica.  The/ecorder's  court 
of  Utica  was  established  in  1844,  and  its  jurisdiction  was  defined 


MAYOR'S  AND  RECORDER'S  COURTS.  359 

Constitutional  provisions — Election  of  major -^  In  general. 

by  the  act  under  wMcli  it  was  organized.  See  Laws  of  1844, 
ch.  319. 

i.  Constitutional  provisions.  By  the  amended  judiciary  ar- 
ticle of  1869,  it  is  provided  that  the  legislature  may  establish  in- 
ferior local  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  and,  except 
as  therein  otherwise  provided,  may  direct  the  time  and  manner  of 
the  appointment  or  election  of  all  judicial  officers.  Const.,  ari;. 
6,  §  19.  The  foregoing  provisions  are  applicable  to  the  organi- 
zation of  mayor' s  and  recorder' s  courts.  They  also  in  effect  re- 
peal subdivision  6  of  section  14  of  article  6  of  tjie  constitution 
of  1846,  whereby  it  was  provided  that  any  inferior  court  of  civil 
and  criminal  jurisdiction,  established  by  the  legislature  in  cities, 
shall,  except  in  the  cities  of  Buffalo  and  New  York,  ^^have  an 
uniform  organizaiion  and  jurisdiction  in  such  cities y 

Section  3.    Election  of  mayor. 

a.  In  general.  It  is  provided  by  statute  that  the  mayors  of 
the  several  cities  of  this  State  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot, 
by  the  male  inhabitants  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  such  cities  respectively.  Laws  of  1840,  ch.  21,  § 
1.  It  is  further  provided,  that  all  provisions  of  law  in  force  in 
the  said  cities  in  respect  to  the  time  and  manner  of  notifying, 
holding  and  conducting  elections  for  charter  officers  shall  apply, 
so  far  as  applicable,  to  the  election  of  mayors  in  said  cities  re- 
spectively. Id.,  §  3. 

ft.  In  particular  cities.  The  provisions  of  the  statute  before 
cited,  in  reference  to  the  election  of  mayors  of  cities,  are  general, 
and  in  force  where  not  affected  by  subsequent  legislation.  In 
most  cities  the  time  and  manner  of  the  election  of  mayor  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  special  act,  granting  a  charter  to  each  city  respect- 
ively, or  by  act  amendatory  thereto.  The  acts  prescribing  the 
time  and  manner  of  the  election  of  the  mayors  of  the  following 
cities,  and  fixing  their  terms  of  office,  are  as  follows :  Albany, 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  77 ;  Cohoes,  Laws  of  1869,  ch.  912 ;  Hudson, 
Laws  of  1864,  ch.  289 ;  Poughkeepsie,  Laws  of  1869,  ch.  463 ; 
Buffalo,  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  519 ;  Brooklyn,  Laws  of  1854,  ch. 
384 ;  New  York,  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  137 ;  Long  Island,  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  719 ;  Rochester,  Laws  of  1861,  ch.  143 ;  Newburgh, 
Laws  of  1869,  ch.  35 ;  Laws  of  1865,  ch.  541 ;  Schenectady,  Laws 
of  1862,  ch.  386 ;  Troy,  Laws  of  1816,  ch.  131 ;  Binghamton,  Laws 
of  1867,  ch.  291 ;  Laws  of  1868,  ch.  593 ;  Auburn,  Laws  of  1869, 
ch.  273 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  339 ;  Elmira,  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  139 ; 
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Watertown,  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  452 ;  Laws  of  1869,  ch.  714 ;  Rome, 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  25 ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  49 ;  Syracuse,  Laws  of 
1847,  ch.  475 ;  Ogdensburgh,  Laws  of  1868,  ch.  335 ;  Utica,  Laws 
of  1849,  ch.  184 ;  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  165. 

Seetion  4;  Eleetion  of  recorder. 

a.  In  general.  As  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  mayors  of 
cities,  the  statute  provides  generally  for  the  election  of  recorders 
of  cities,  and  also  prescribes  or  limits  the  duration  of  their  terms 
of  oflBice.  It  provides,  that  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors 
of  each  of  the  cities  of  this  State  (except  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York),  in  which  the  office  of  the  recorder  existed  on  thd 
1st  day  of  December,  1846  (except  Rochester),  one  recorder, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years  from  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  and  the  respective  recorders  who  shall  be  in  office  at 
the  time  this  act  shall  take  effect  (except  in  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York)  shaH  continue  such  recorders  until  the  first  day  of 
January  next ;  and  all  such  recorders  as  shall  hereafter  be  elected 
shall  hold  their  office  for  four  years  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January  succeeding  their  election.  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  276,  §  3 ; 
3  R.  S.  46,  §  3.  In  every  city  of  this  State  in  which  the  office  of 
recorder  exists  (except  in  the  cities  of  New  York,  Rochester  and 
Buffalo),  there  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  State  election  next 
preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  such  recorder,  a  successor 
of  such  recorder.     3  R.  S.  320 ;  Laws  of  1851,  ch.  217. 

These  general  statutory  provisions  are  in  many  cases  modified 
by  special  statutes,  as  will  be  found  by  a  reference  to  the  various 
charters  of  the  different  cities. 

ft.  How  elected.  The  manner  of  electing  a  recorder,  under  the 
general  statute  before  cited,  is  also  prescribed  by  that  act,  and 
all  laws  relating  to  general  elections  are  made  to  apply  thereto, 
so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  applicable.  See  Laws  of  1851,  ch. 
217,  §  2. 

Section  5.  Courts^  by  whom  held. 

a.  Originally,  As  originally  established,  the  mayor^s  court 
was  hteld  by  the  mayor,  five  aldermen  and  the  recorder.  But  in 
the  year  1830  the  laws  governing  the  organization  of  these  courts 
was  so  changed  as  to  empower  the  mayor,  recorder  and  alder- 
men, or  any  one  of  them,  to  hold  court  whether  with  or  trtthout 
a  jury.  See  history  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  E.  D.  Smith, 
Preface,  41-80. 

ft.  Present  practice.     The  question  as  to  who  may  hold  the 
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mayor's  or  recorder's  court  of  any  city  under  existing  laws  de- 
pends rather  upon  the  special  acts  of  the  legislature  organizing 
such  courts,  than  upon  any  uniform  system.  This  fact  will  be 
readily  perceived  by  a  reference  to  the  following  illustrations. 

c.  Mayor*  8  courts  of  Albany ^  Sudson  and  Troy.  The  Re- 
vised Statutes  provide  that  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Albany,  or  the  mayor  and  recorder  jointly,  or  either 
of  them  fflngly,  with  or  without  the  presence  of  any  of  the  alder* 
men,  shall  have  power  to  hold  a  court  of  common  pleas,  to  be 
called  the  mayoi^s  court  of  the  city  of  Albany.  See  2  R.  S. 
217  (226),  §  1.  Similar  provisions  are  also  made  respecting  the 
mayor's  courts  of  Hudson  and  Troy.  See  2  R.  S.  218  (227), 
§§4,9. 

Any  alderman  of  the  city  of  Albany,  Hudson  or  Troy  may 
in  any  case  mt  as  a  judge  of  the  mayor's  court  of  his  city  ;  and 
in  case  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  mayor  and  recorder  of 
either  of  the  above  cities,  or  of  their  offices  being  vacant,  it  shall 
be  lawfal  for  any  three  aldermen  of  such  city  to  hold  the  mayor's 
court  thereof.    2  R.  S.  219  (228),  §  17. 

d.  Utica.  The  recorder's  court  of  the  6ity  of  Utica  is  held  by 
the  recorder  alone,  except  when  trying  criminal  cases.  Laws  of 
1844,  ch.  319. 

e.  Oswego.  The  recorder's  court  of  the  city  of  Oswego  is  held 
by  the  recorder  alone,  or  in  his  absence  or  inability  to  serve,  by 
the  mayor  and  aHy  two  aldermen.    Laws  of  1848,  ch,  374. 

ARTICLE  n. 

JURISDICTION. 

Section  1*  In  civil  actions. 

a.  In  general.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor' s  and  recorder's 
courts  of  cities  in  civil  actions  is  defined  and  limited  by  the 
Code.    See  Code,  §  33. 

This  jurisdiction  extends  to  the  following  actions,  when  the 
cause  of  action  has  arisen,  or  the  subject  of  the  action  is  situated 
within  the  cities  in  which  these  courts  are  established : 

1.  Actions  for  the  recovery  of  real  property,  or  of  an  estate  or 
interest  therein,  or  for  the  determination,  in  any  form,  of  such 
light  or  interest,  and  for  injuries  to  real  property. 

2.  Actions  for  the  partition  of  real  property. 

46 
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3.  Actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  of  real  property. 

4.  Actions  for  the  recovery  of  personal  property  distrained 
for  any  cause. 

6.  Actions  for  the  recovery  of  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed 
by  statute. 

6.  Actions  against  a  public  officer,  or  person  specially  ap- 
pointed to  execute  his  duties,  for  an  act  done  by  him  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  or  against  a  person  who,  by  his  command,  or  in  his 
aid,  shall  do  any  thing  touching  the  duties  of  such  officer.  Code, 
§§  33,  123,  124. 

7.  This  jurisdiction  extends  also  to  all  other  actions  where  all 
the  defendants  reside  within  the  cities  in  which  puch  courts  are 
situated.    Code,  §  33,  sub.  2. 

8.  It  also  extends  to  actions  against  corporations,  created 
under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  transacting  their  general  busi- 
ness, or  keeping  an  office  for  the  transaction  of  business,  within 
those  cities  respectively,  or  established  by  law  therein,  or  created 
by  or  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  government,  or  country. 

a.  For  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages,  whether  liqui- 
dated or  not,  arising  upon  contract  made,  executed,  or  delivered 
within  the  State. 

h.  Or  upon  any  cause  of  action  arising  therein.  Code,  §  33, 
sub.  3. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  the  statute  gave  to  the  re- 
corder's.  court  of  Utica  jurisdiction,  concurrent  with  the  Oneida 
county  court,  of  all  special  proceedings  cognizable  by  a  county 
court,  when  the  cause  of  action  arose  or  the  subject-matter 
thereof  was  situated  within  the  city  of  Utica.  Such  proceedings 
and  the  decisions  therein  were  subject  to  appeal  and  removal  to 
the  supreme  court,  in  the  same  manner  as  proceedings  had  or 
decisions  made  in  the  county  court.    Laws  of  1845,  ch.  291. 

Section  2.  When  no  jurisdiction, 

a.  In  general.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor's  and  record- 
er' s  courts  of  cities  is  dependent  on  the  Code.  By  section  33  of 
that  act,  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  is  expressly  limited  to 
certain  cases,  and  such  jurisdiction  is  not  extended  by  any 
other  section  or  provision  of  that  act.  Zerega  v.  Benoist,  7 
Rob.  199;  S.  C,  33  How.  129.  It  follows  that  where  no  jurisdic- 
tion is,  by  the  express  terms  of  section  33  of  the  Code,  conferred 
upon  these  courts,  none  can  be  exercised  by  them.  Hing  v. 
McCoun,  3  Sandf.  524 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  10  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  268. 
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ft.  When  the  cause  of  action  does  not  arise  witldn  the  city. 
There  aj:e  certain  actions  over  which  mayor's  and  recorder's 
courts  have  no  jurisdiction,  unless  the  cause  of  action  arose 
within  the  city  where  such  courts  are  situated,  or  unless  the  sub- 
ject of  the  action  is  situated  therein.  These  actions  are  such  as 
are  included,  within  the  provisions  of  sections  123,  124  of  the 
Code,  and  which  are  enumerated  in  the  first  six  subdivisions  of 
the  preceding  section  of  this  article.  Code,  §33,  subd.  1.  The 
provision  of  the  Code  conferring  jurisdiction  on  these  courts, 
where  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  the  city  in  which  they  are 
respectively  located,  relates  only  to  such  personal  actions  as  are 
enumerated  in  sections  123,  124  of  the  Code,  and  does  not  confer 
jurisdictions  relating  to  real  property  situated  in  another  county, 
although  the  acts  which  furnish  the  grounds  of  the  suit  were 
all  done  within  the  city  in  which  such  courts  may  be  held.  Ring 
V.  McCoun,  3  Sandf.  624 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  10  N.  T.  (6  Seld.)  268. 
See  Newton  v.  Bronson^  13  N.  T.  (3  Kern.)  687 ;  Wood  v.  Hoh 
lister,  3  Abb.  14 ;  Bush  v.  Treadwell,  11  Abb.  N.  S.  27. 

c.  Where  all  the  defendants  do  not  reside  within  the  city. 
In  all  actions  other  than  those  enumerated  in  sections  123,  124 
of  the  Code,  the  mayor's  and  recorder's  courts  of  cities  have  no 
jurisdiction  unless  all  the  defendants  reside  within  the  cities  in 
which  these  courts  are  respectively  Held.  This  is  expressly  pro- 
vided in  section  33  of  the  Code,  subdivision  2. 

Section  3.  Process. 

a.  In  generat  The  old  rules  relating  to  process  issuing  out 
of  a  mayor's  or  recorder's  court  are  abrogated  by  the  Code,  so  far 
at  least  as  such  process  is  issued  in  a  civil  action.  The  general 
provisions  of  the  Code  in  respect  to  process  in  actions  brought 
in  courts  of  record,  apply,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  mayor*  s  and 
recorder's  courts.  The  old  rules  may,  however,  be  found  by 
referring  to  2  R.  S.  219  (228),  §§  19,  20 ;  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374,  § 
16 ;  Laws  of  1844,  ch.  319,  §  14. 
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Section  1.  Powers  of  court. 

a.  In  general.    Every  recorder's  and  mayor's  court  in  this 
State  possesses  the  same  powers,  in  all  cases  pending  before  such 
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court,  to  compel  the  discovery  and  production  of  books,  papers 
and  documents,  as  are  conferred,  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  upon 
the  supreme  court.  4  Statutes  at  Large,  660,  ch.  88,  §  3 ;  liiws 
of  1841,  ch.  88,  §  1, 

b.  Bides  aivd  practice.  The  rules  and  practice  adopted  and 
to  be  from  time  to  time  adopted  by  the  supreme  court  in  relation 
to  proceedings  for  the  discovery  of  books,  etc.,  are  to  be  adopted 
in  these  courts,  except  as  to  the  length  of  any  notice,  or  time  in 
which  any  act  is  to  be  done ;  wiiich  may  be  modified  by  the  rules 
of  these  courts.    Laws  of  1841,  ch.  38,  §  2. 

Although  the  supreme  court  is  to  prescribe,  by  general  rules, 
the  cases  in  which  a  discovery  may  be  compelled,  an  omission  to 
frame  such  rules  will  not  annul  the  inherent  powers  of  these 
courts.  Li  this  respect,  they  possess  and  may  exercise  all  the 
powers  granted  to  the  supreme  court  (antej  80,  §  1),  and  that 
authority  is  not  suspended  until  rules  are  established  by  the 
supreme  court,  but  may  be  exercised  in  all  cases  where  the  mode 
of  procedure  is  prescribed  by  statute.  Ootdd  v.  McCartpy  11  N. 
Y.  (1  Kern.)  576,  681. 

c.  Setting  aside  verdict^  etc.  The  mayor's  court  has  exclusive 
authority  to  entertain  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  verdict  rendered  in 
that  court,  or  for  a  new  trial,  Thurber  v.  TovmseTbd,  22  N,  Y, 
(8  Smith)  617. 

So  this  court  has  power  to  set  aside  a  judgment  on  the  merits 
entered  on  the  report  of  a  referee  appointed  by  such  court. 
People  V.  Austin^  43  Barb.  818.  The  mayor's  court  of  Troy  has 
the  same  power  and  authority  as  the  county  court  of  Rensselaer 
county,  in  hearing  and  determining  appeals  and  writs  of  cer- 
tiorari, arising  upon  causes  tried  within  the  city  of  Troy  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace.    Laws  of  1881,  ch.  133. 

d.  Mning  jurors.  The  mayor' s  court  of  Hudson  has  the 
same  power  as  tiie  county  courts  to  fine,  excuse  or  discharge 
jurors.    Laws  of  1844,  ch.  189,  §  1. 

The  recorder's  court  of  Utica  has  all  the  powers  and  authority 
of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  counties  in  this 
State,  in  suits  commenced  or  prosecuted  therein.  Laws  of  1844, 
ch.  319,  §  2.  It  has  the  same  power  to  fine,  excuse  or  discharge 
jurors,  as  are  conferred  by  the  Revised  Statutes  upon  county 
courts.  Laws  of  1844,  ch.  319,  §  18 ;  Laws  of  1846,  ch.  96 ;  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  819,  relate  to  this  court  but  do  not  affect  its  powers 
or  jurisdiction. 
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e.  MemiUing  fines.  The  recorder's  court  of  Oswego  has 
exclusive  power  to  remit  fines  and  recognizances  estreated  by  it. 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  96.  It  has  the  same  powers  as  a  court  of 
record,  to  fine,  excuse  or  discharge  any  of  the  persons  summoned 
as  jurors.    Laws  of  1848,  ch.  874,  §  12. 

Section  2.  Powers  of  mayor. 

a.  In  general.  It  is  not  within  the  intent  or  scope  of  this  work 
to  give  in  detail  the  i>owers  of  mayor  as  a  judicial  officer.  A 
brief  reference  to  the  various  statutes  defining  such  powers  is  all 
that  will  here  be  given. 

5.  Vdgraney.  As  to  the  power  of  the  mayor  to  commit  a 
vagrant  to  the  county  poor-house  or  jail,  see  1  B.  S.  632  (686), 
§§2,3. 

c.  Profanity.  As  to  the  power  of  the  mayor  to  commit  sum- 
marily any  i)erson  using  profane  language  in  his  presence  while 
holding  court,  see  1  R.  S.  674  (626),  §§  61,  62,  63. 

d.  Acknowledgrnent  of  deedSj  etc.  The  mayor  has  power  to 
take  the  proof  or  acknowledgment  of  deeds  executed  within 
the  State.  1  B.  S.  766,  §  4.  The  acknowledgment  or  proof  of  a 
deed  executed  in  any  other  State,  if  taken  by  the  mayor  of  any 
city  of  the  United  States,  has  the  same  validity  and  effect  as  if 
taken  before  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this 
State.  Laws  of  1846,  ch.  109.  See  Laws  of  1829,  ch.  222 ;  see, 
also,  1R.,S.  767(709),  §6. 

e.  Forcible  entries  and  detainers.  As  to  the  power  of  the 
mayors  of  cities  respecting  forcible  entries  or  forcible  detainers 
in  their  respective  cities,  see  2  B.  S.  612  (626),  §  18. 

/.  Summary  proceedings  to  recover  possession  qf  lands.  As 
to  the  power  of  the  mayor  of  any  city  to  remove  a  tenant  under 
the  statute  authorizing  summary  proceedings  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  land,  see  2  B.  S.  612  (629),  §  28. 

g.  Preservation  of  the  public  peace.  See  2  B.  S.  704  (727),  §  1. 

h.  Appreliensions.    See  2  B,  S.  706  (729),  §  1, 

i.  Marriages.    See  2  B.  S.  139  (146),  §  8. 

j.  Indigent  children.  As  to  the  powers  of  the  mayor  of  a  city 
as  guardian,  ex  officio,  of  indigent  orphan  children,  see  Laws  of 
1866,  ch.  169,  §  2. 

k.  Member  of  board  of  State  canvassers.  As  to  when  the 
mayor  of  Albany  becomes  a  member  of  the  board  of  State  can- 
vassers, see  1  B.  S.  137,  §  80. 
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Section  3.  Powers  of  recorder. 

a.  Absconding  and  insolvent  debtors.  The  recorders  of  cities 
may  grant  or  refuse  applications  for  attachments,  under  the  Ist 
article  of  title  1,  ch.  5,  part  2  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ;  for  the 
appoinment  of  trustees  under  the  2d  article;  for  the  dis- 
charge of  an  insolvent  from  his  debts,  under  the  3d  article; 
to  compel  an  assignment  under  the  4th  article ;  and  for  the 
exemption  of  a  debtor's  person  from  imprisonment  and  arrest, 
under  the  6th  article,  (2  R.  S.  85,  §  1) ;  on  the  hearing  of  any 
petition  under  the  said  3d,  4th  or  6th  articles,  the  recorder 
before  whom  the  same  may  be  pending  may  adjourn  such  pro- 
ceeding from  time  to  time,  and  may  issue  a  subpoena  requiring 
any  person  to  appear  and  testify  in  the  matter.  2  R.  S.  37  (38),  §  13. 

ft.  Supreme  court  commissioner.  Every  recorder  of  a  city,  be- 
ing of  the  degree  of  counselor  in  the  supreme  court,  is,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  a  supreme  court  commissioner.  2  R.  S.  281  (292), 
§  32.  The  recorders  of  Albany,  Hudson,  Utica  and  Oswego 
have  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  chambers. 
3  R.  S.  (6th  ed.)  320,  347  ;  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374,  §  20 ;  Laws  of 
1849,  ch.  150,  §  10 ;  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  320 ;  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  121, 
§•  4.  The  recorder  of  the  city  of  Oswego  has  jurisdiction  in  pro- 
ceedings supplementary  to  execution,  whether  the  original  action 
was  brought  in  his  own  or  any  other  court.  Laws  of  1857,  ch. 
96.  There  was  a  similar  provision  in  relation  to  the  recorder  of 
Troy,  but  the  office  of  recorder  in  that  city  has  since  been  abol- 
ished. Laws  of  1867,  ch.  455.  The  constitutionality  of  these 
provisions  have  been  questioned  in  Oriffin  v.  Oriffiih^  6  How. 
428,  but  was  finally  affirmed  by  the  court  of  appeals  in  Hayiver 
V.  James,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  316. 

c.  Particular  recorders.  The  recorder  of  Utica  has  the  same 
power  at  chambers  in  respect  to  suits  and  proceedings  cognizable 
before  the  recorder's  court  of  Utica  as  those  of  a  judge  of 
the  county  courts.  Laws  of  1845,  ch.  291,  §  3.  The  recorder  of 
Oswego  has  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  his  own  court  (Laws  of 
1848,  ch.  374,  §  5)  to  exercise  the  same  authority  at  chambers  in 
respect  to  all  suits  and  proceedings  cognizable  before  his  court 
as  that  of  a  judge  of  the  county  court  in  respect  to  proceedings 
in  the  county  court.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374,  §  20.  And  by  section 
21  of  the  same  chapter,  he  has  the  powers  of  a  judge  of  the  late 
court  of  common  pleas,  at  chambers,  or  out  of  court.  He  has  all 
the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  criminal  matters  and  pro- 
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ceedings.  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  134.  He  may  constitute  a  member 
of  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  for  that  purpose  has  all 
the  powers  of  a  judge  of  the  county  court  (Laws  of  1857,  ch.  96), 
and  he  may  dispense  with  the  drawing  or  summoning  of  jurors, 
lb.  The  recorder  of  Hudson  has  the  same  power  out  of  court  as 
the  county  judge  of  Columbia  county.    Laws  of  1830,  ch.  43. 

d.  Oeneral  power.  Whenever  any  deed  or  conveyance  is 
executed  in  this  State,  the  acknowledgment  or  proof  thereof 
may  be  taken  by  a  recorder.    1  R.  S.  756  (708),  §  4,  sub.  1. 

And  in  general  the  powers  conferred  upon  mayors  of  cities  by 
the  several  statutes  relating  thereto,  and  which  are  noticed .  in 
the  preceding  section,  are  also,  by  the  same  statutes,  conferred 
on  the  recorders  of  such  cities.     See  §  1,  ante,  363. 

e.  Disqualifications.  No  recorder  shall  practice  as  an  attor- 
ney, solicitor,  or  counselor,  in  any  court  of  which  he  shall  be, 
or  shall  be  entitled  to  act  as,  a  member,  or  in  any  cause  or  pro- 
ceeding originating  in  any  such  court ;  ndr  shall  any  partner  of, 
or  person  connected  in  law  business  with,-  any  recorder  practice 
as  an  attorney,  solicitor  or  counselor  in  any  court  of  which 
such  recorder  shall  be,  or  shall  be  entitled  to  act  as,  a  member, 
or  in  any  cause  or  proceeding  originating  in  any  such  court 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  470,  §  60. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

0FFICEK8  OP  THE  COUBT. 

Section  1.  Same  as  other  courts  have. 

a.  In  general.  These  courts  have  the  same  ministerial  officers 
as  other  courts  of  record  have.  In  the  mayors'  courts  of  Hud- 
son and  Troy,  the  marshal  and  other  ministerial  officers  of  such 
cities,  respectively,  are  to  attend  as  often  as  shall  be  requisite, 
and  are  to  obey  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices,  as  well  when  required  by  such  courts,  or  any  judge 
thereof,  as  otherwise.  They  are  to  execute  and  return  all  the 
writs  and  process  of  the  said  courts,  to  them  respectively 
directed,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sheriff  and  other  officers  of 
any  court  of  record  in  this  State.    2  R.  S.  216  (227,  228). 

b.  Oneida,  sheriff.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  his 
under  sheriff,  or  one  of  his  deputies,  or  so  many  constables  of 
the  city  of  Utica  as  the  recorder  of  such  city  may  direct,  are  to 
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attend  the  sittings  of  the  recorder's  court  of  Utioa,  Laws  of 
1844,  ch.  319,  §  8.  The  clerk  of  this  court  is  to  be  appointed  by 
the  recorder.    Id.,  §  7. 

c.  OswegOj  sheriff.  The  sheriff  of  the  counly  of  Oswego  is 
charged  with  the  duties  of  serving  all  process  issuing  out  of  the 
recorder's  court  of  Osweg©.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374,  §  16.  And 
the  clerk  of  such  court  is  appointed  by  the  recorder.  Id,,  §  5. 


ARTICLE  V, 

TERMS   OF  THE    COURT. 

Section  L  Hudson  and  Troy.  The  mayor's  court  of  the  city 
of  Hudson  shall  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  every  month, 
and  the  terms  thereof  may  continue  to  be  held  two  days  inclu- 
sive. 2  R.  S.  218  (227),  §  6.  The  mayor's  court  of  the  city  of 
Troy  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month,  at  the 
court-house  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  in  the  said  city,  and 
may  continue  to  be  held  for  two  days  inclusive.  2  R.  S.  218 
(227),  §  11.  The  several  terms  of  the  said  courts  shall  respectively 
be  called  after  the  mo4th0  in  which  they  pj*e  held.  2  R.  S.  219 
(228),  §  16. 

Section  2.  Oswego.  The  recorder's  court  of  the  city  of  Oswego 
shall  be  held  once  in  each  month,  except  in  those  months  in 
which  a  circuit  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  county  court  or 
court  of  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  trial  of  civil  or  criminal 
causes,  shall  be  authorized  to  be  held  in  said  city,  at  which  a 
grand  and  petit  jury  shall  have  been  called,  and  shall  commence 
on  the  fourth  Monday  in  each  month.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  374, 
§  1 ;  as  amended  by  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  184. 

Section  8.  Utica.  One  term  only  of  the  recorder's  court  of  the 
city  of  Utica  is  to  be  held  in  that  city  each  year,  and  such  term 
is  to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  March,  and  may  continue 
for  two  weeks.    Laws  of  1849,  ch.  184,  §  18. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

BEHOVAIi   OF  CAUSXS. 

« 

Seetion  1.  BemoTal  to  rap-reme  court. 

a.  In  what  cases.  The  following  actions,  when  pending  in 
any  mayor's  court,  may  be  removed  by  certiorari  into  the 
supreme  court,  by  order  of  a  judge  of  that  court,  or  an  officer 
empowered  to  perform  the  duties  of  such  a  judge  out  of  court. 

(a)  All  personal  actions,  where  the  debt  or  damages  claimed, 
or  the  matter  or  thing  in  demand,  exceeds  the  sum  of  $250 ; 

(6)  All  actions  in  which  the  people  of  this  State  are  interested ; 

(c)  All  actions  by  or  against  a  city  corporation ; 

{d)  All  actions  of  ejectment ;  and 

(e)  All  other  actions  in  which  the  title  of  real  estate  comes  in 
question ; 

(/)  All  actions  of  replevin  ;  and 

(ff)  All  actions  for  Mse  imprisonment  2  B.  S.  389,  §§  1,  4, 
6(404). 

Seetion  2.  Removal  to  county  court. 

a.  In  wJiai  ca^es.  Any  action  or  proceeding  pending  in  any 
mayor's  or  recorder's  court,  in  which  the  judge  is  for  any  cause 
incapable  of  acting,  may  by  such  court  be  transferred  to  the 
county  court  of  the  county,  and  the  papers  on  file  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  such  court,  which  shall  thenceforth  have  jurisdiction 
thereof.    Code,  §  33,  subd.  2. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

BULES. 

Section  1.  Power  to  make  rules. 

a.  Supreme  court  rules.  The  rules  adopted  by  the  supreme 
court  in  relation  to  proceedings  for  the  discovery  of  books,  papers, 
documents,  etc.,  are  binding  upon  these  courts,  except  as  the  same 
may  be  modified  by  the  rules  of  these  courts  respectively,  as  to 
the  length  of  any  notice,  or  the  time  in  which  any  act  is  to  be 
done.  Laws  of  1841,  ch.  38,  §  2.  By  the  laws  of  1870,  provisions 
are  made  for  revising,  altering,  abolishing  and  making  rules  of 
the  supreme  court,  which  shall  be  binding  upon  all  courts  of 
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record,  so  far  as  applicable  thereto  (Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13) ; 
and  by  rule  96,  of  the  rules  adopted  pursuant  to  such  provisions, 
it  is  provided,  that  the  various  courts  of  record  and  general 
terms  may  make  such  further  rules  in  regard  to  the  transaction 
of  business  before  them  respectively,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
foregoing  rules,  as  they  in  their  discretion  may  deem  necessary. 
New  Rule  96. 


ARTICLE  Vin. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Appeals  from  this  court.  An  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ments of  these  courts  may  be  taken  to  the  supreme  court  at 
general  term.  Code,  §  344.  Upon  an  appeal,  under  this  section, 
from  an  inferior  court  to  the  supreme  court,  the  latter  possesses 
no  other  power  than  formerly  upon  a  writ  of  error,  and  hence, 
upon  such  an  appeal  from  a  mayor's  court,  the  judgment  below 
cannot  be  reversed,  because  the  jury  have  given  excessive  dam- 
ages.    Thurher  v.  Tovmsend,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  617. 

Section  2.  Granting  new  trials. 

a.  In  general.  New  trials  may  be  granted  by  the  mayor's 
courts,  on  the  ground  that  the  jury  has  given  excessive  damages. 
Thurher  v.  Tcmnsend,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  617.  So  a  new  trial 
or  the  setting  aside  of  a  judgment  entered  on  the  report  of  a 
referee,  may  be  granted.    People  v,  Austin^  43  Barb.  313. 

J.  Appeals  from  justices  in  summary  proceedings.  All 
appeals  from  proceedings  before  or  decisions  by  any  justice  of 
the  peace  in  summary  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  land 
and  tenements  situated  within  the  city  of  TJtica,  may  be  taken 
to  the  recorder's  court  of  that  city.  liiws  of  1846,  ch.  291,  §  3 : 
3  R.  S.  (6th  ed.)  342. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

CITY  COUET  OP  BEOOKLYN. 


ARTICLE  L 

0RQA2X1ZA.T10K. 

Seetlon  1.  Historieal.  This  court  was  organized  by  an  act  of 
the  legislature  passed  in  1849.  It  was  established  as  a  court 
of  record  under  the  name  of  "The  city  court  of  Brooklyn." 
Laws  of  1849,  ch.  126. 

It  then  consisted  of  a  city  judge,  who  was  elected  for  the  term 
of  six  years  at  the  charter  election  of  the  city,  but  the  mayor 
and  any  two  aldermen  of  the  city  had  power  to  hold  the  court 
in  case  of  the  absence^  inability  to  attend,  or  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  the  city  judge.  It  was  provided  that  the  judge  so 
elected  might  be  removed  in  the  same  manner  as  a  county  judge. 
Laws  of  1849,  ch.  125. 

The  court  had  criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  same  extent  as  courts 
of  sessions  in  the  various  counties  of  the  State.  lb. 

It  remained  under  this  organization  until  1870,  when  the  num- 
ber of  judges  was  increased  and  its  jurisdiction  was  enlarged. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470. 

Section  2.  Present  organization. 

a.  Number  of  jvdges.  By  an  act  passed  April  28,  1870,  the 
number  of  judges  of  this  court  was  increased  to  three,  the  elec- 
tion of  two  additional  judges  being  provided  for  by  that  act,  and 
the  power  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  to  sit  in  the 
court  was  taken  away.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §§  1,  2. 

h.  Term  of  office.  The  judges  are  elected  for  the  term  of 
fotirteen  years  from  and  including  the  first  day  of  January  next 
after  their  election,  but  no  person  can  hold  the  office  of  judge 
longer  than  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  December  next 
after  he  shall  be  seventy  years  of  age.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  13. 

c.  Compensation.  Each  of  the  j ustices  receives  a  salary,  which 
is  fixed  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  ELings,  and  which 
cannot  be  diminished  during  their  term  of  office.  Const.,  art.  6, 
§  14 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  12. 
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d.  Certificate  of  term^  vacancies.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  judge, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  make  and  sign 
a  certificate,  which  naast  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  stating  his  age  and  when  his  official  term  will  expire. 
When  vacancies  occur  by  the  effluxion  of  time  or  the  disability 
of  age,  they  are  filled  at  the  preceding  general  election.  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  86,  §§  8,  9. 

Vacancies  otherwise  occurring  are  filled  for  a  full  term  at  the 
next  general  election,  happening  not  less  than  three  months  after 
such  vacancy  occurs,  and  until  so  filled,  the  governor,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  senate^  or  if  the  senate  is  not  in  session,  the 
governor  may  appoint  to  fill  such  vacancy.  Any  such  appoint- 
ment shall  continue  until  and  including  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  after  the  election  at  which  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  86,  §  9 ;  Const.,  art.  6,  §§  9,  12. 

e.  Chief  jvdge.  The  judges  of  the  court  choose  fix)m  their 
own  number  a  chief  judge  who  acts  as  such  during  his  official 
term.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  12. 

/.  Cowrt  of  record.  The  court  possesses  a  seal  and  is  declared 
to  be  a  court  of  record.  Laws  of  1850,  Gh«  102,  §  4 ;  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  470,  §  2. 

Section  3.  Juries. 

a.  Lists  to  be  made.  The  mayor,  with  the  assessors  of  the 
seveml  wards  of  the  city  in  the  month  of  May  in  each  year,  must 
make  and  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  lists  of  the  residents  of 
the  city  who  are  qualified  to  sit  as  grand  and  petit  jurors.  Laws 
of  1849,  ch.  126,  §  15. 

h.  Jury^  lum  drawn.  From  these  lists  the  grand  and  petit 
jurors  are  drawn  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  the  presence  of  a 
judge  of  the  court,  or  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city.  The  jurors 
must  be  summoned  at  least  four  days  before  the  term  of  the  courb 
at  which  they  are  to  sit.    Laws  of  1849,  ch.  125,  §§  16,  17. 

c.  NeiXi  panel.  The  court  may,  during  any  term  when  it  is 
deemed  necessary,  order  a  new  panel  of  thirty-six  jurors  to  be 
drawn,  who  must  be  drawn  and  summoned  at  least  two  days  be- 
fore the  time  when  they  are  required  to  attend,  and  upon  their 
attendance  the  former  jurors  must  be  discharged.  Laws  of  1 849, 
ch.  125,  §  18. 

d.  Compensation.  Petit  jurors  are  allowed  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  in  civil  cases  for  each  cause  in  which  they  are  sworn  as  ju- 
rors, and  in  addition  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  for 
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similar  seirices  in  the  other  courts  of  record  in  Kings  county. 
Laws  of  1860,  ch.  102,  §  8. 


ARTICLE  n. 

JUBISDIOnOK. 

Section  1.  Original. 

a.  In  general.  The  citj  court  of  Brooklyn  has  jurisdiction 
of  the  following  action^  and  proceedings,  where  the*  cause  of 
action  has  arisen  or  the  subject  thereof  ia  situated  within  the 
city  of  Brooklyn : 

1.  For  the  recovery  of  real  property  or  of  any  interest  therein, 
or  for  the  determination  in  any  form  of  auch  right  or  interest, 
and  for  injuries  to  real  property. 

2.  For  the  partition  of  real  property. 

3.  For  the  foreclosure  or  satisfaction  of  a  mortgage  of  real  or 
personal  property.  See  Oriswold  v.  Atlantic  Dock  Company^ 
21  Barb.  226. 

4.  For  the  recovery  of  personal  property  distrained  for  any 
cause. 

6.  Its  jurisdiction  extends  to  all  other  actions  where  the  cause 
of  action  has  arisen  in  said  city,  or  where  any  of  the  defendants 
reside  or  are  personally  served  with  the  summons  within  the 
said  city. 

6.  To  actions  against  corporations  created  under  the  laws  of 
this  State,  and  transacting  their  g^ieral  business  within  the  said 
city,  or  established  by  law  therein.  See  Qrofut  v.  The  Brooklyn 
Ferry  Company ^  36  Barb.  201. 

7.  To  actions  for  the  partition  of  the  real  estate  of  infants,  in 
which  actions  this  court  has  the  same  jurisdiction  as  is  given  to 
the  supreme  court  by  section  1  of  chapter  S77  of  the  Laws 
of  1852. 

8.  For  the  admeasurement  of  dower. 

9.  For  the  sale,  mortgage  or  other  disposition  of  real  property 
of  infants,  habitual  drunkards,  lunatics,  idiots  and  persons  of 
unsound  mind. 

10.  To  compel  the  specific  performance  by  infant  heirs  or  other 
X>er8ons,  of  contracts  respecting  real  property  and  chattels  real. 

11.  For  the  mortgage  or  sale  by  religious  corporations  of  their 
real  property,  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  thereof. 
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12.  To  actions  against  corporations  created  by  or  under  the 
laws  of  another  State,  government  or  country,  which  have  prop- 
erty in  said  city,  or  an  agency  established  therein. 

13.  For  the  care  and  custody  of  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  of 
unsouiM  mind  and  habitual  drunkards,  and  of  their  real  and 
personal  estate.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  2. 

This  court  is  an  inferior  court,  and  of  limited  jurisdiction.  Its 
records  of  judgments  should  show  all  the  facts  necessary  to  give 
the  courjj  jurisdiction.  Simmons  v.  De  Barre^  8  Abb.  269 ;  4 
Bosw.  647.    See,  also,  Lavyrenc^s  Case^  18  Abb.  347. 

Section  2.  Appellate. 

a.  Appeals  in  city  court    See  article  8  of  this  chapter. 

6.  Appeals  from  inferior  courts.  This  court  has  no  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  the  determinations  of  inferior  courts. 


ARTICLE  ni. 

POWERS  OF  THE  COUBT  AND  OF  THE  JUDGES. 

Section  1.  Of  the  court. 

a.  In  rdcMon  to  actions.  This  court  possesses  the  same  powers 
and  authority  in  relation  to  actions  therein,  and  the  process  and 
proceedings  in  such  actions,  as  is  possessed  by  the  supreme  court 
in  relation  to  actions  pending  in  that  court.  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
470,  §  4. 

J.  In  relation  to  judgrnents.  This  court  has  the  same  power 
over  the  dockets  of  its  judgments  in  the  office  of  any  county 
clerk,  and  over  any  county  clerk  in  respect  to  the  same,  as  is 
possessed  for  the  time  being  by  the  supreme  court  in  respect  to 
the  dockets  of  judgments  in  that  court.  Laws  of  1849,  ch. 
125,  §  5. 

c.  In  criminal  matters.  When  organized  as  a  criminal  court,  it 
possesses  the  same  powers  as  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  any 
county  of  this  State,  in  the  indictment  and  trial  of  oflfensea  com- 
mitted within  the  city  of  Brooklyn.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  8. 

d.  AppointTnent  of  clerJc.  The  court  may  appoint  a  clerk  and 
as  many  deputies  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  its 
business.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  19. 

e.  Affi/TTnative  relief  In  actions  committed  to  its  jurisdiction, 
its  powers  extend  to  matters  of  equitable  cognizance  as  well  as 
those  at  law,  and  it  may  grant  to  the  defendant  any  affirmative 
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relief  ta  which  he  may  be  entitled.  McNvUy  v.  Prentice^  25 
Barb.  204  (215). 

/.  Setting  aside  judgTneni.  The  court  may  entertain  a  motion 
to  set  aside  a  judgment  for  irregularity,  even  when  such  judgment 
was  entered  upon  an  ex  parte  application  to  the  court.  Richard- 
son V.  BateSj  23  How.  616. 

Section  2.  Of  the  judges. 

a.  In  relation  to  actions,  process,  etc.  Each  of  the  judges  of 
the  court  possesses  the  same  powers  and  authority  in  relation  to 
actions,  process  and  proceedings  therein  as  is  possessed  by  any 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  in  relation  to  actions  or  proceedings 
in  that  court,  and  the  laws  relating  to  the  supreme  court  and  the 
practice  therein  are  binding  ^upon  the  judges  of  this  court  so  far 
as  they  are  applicable.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  4^ 

b.  At  charnX^ers.  Each  of  the  judges  of  the  court  has  the  same 
powers  and  authority  at  chambers,  in  relation  to  proceedings  in 
this  court,  as  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  have,  or  may  be 
authorized  to  exercise,  in  respect  to  proceedings  in  that  court. 
Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  13. 

They  may  also  exercise,  within  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  all  the 
powers  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers.  lb. 

c.  Criminal  term.  Either  of  the  judges  may  hold  the  criminal 
term.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  8. 

d.  Supreme  court  commissioner.  It  has  been  held  that,  by 
conferring  upon  the  judges  of  this  court  the  powers  of  a  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers,  it  was  not  intended  to  confer 
also  his  powers  as  a  supreme  court  commissioner,  and  hence 
that  a  judge  of  this  court  has  no  power  to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  running  into  another  county,  without  proof  that  there  is 
no  officer  in  such  county  authorized  to  grant  the  writ.  Dooley^s 
Case,  8  Abb.  188. 

e.  Supplementary  proceedings.  The  judges  of  this  court  have 
no  jurisdiction  over  supplementary  proceedings  in  actions  not 
X)ending  in  their  own  court.  Cushman  v.  Johnson,  13  How.  495 ; 
S.  C,  4  Abb.  256. 

/.  Change  of  judges.  Any  proceeding  commenced  before  one 
judge  of  the  court  may  be  continued  before  any  other,  except 
that  whenever  an  appealable  order  i&  made  .in  an  action  by  any 
of  the  judges,  all  subsequent  proceeding  in  that  action,  except 
at  general  term,  must  be  had  before  the  same  judge.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  470,  §§  14,  16. 
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Seetion  3,  Of  referees.  Referees  appoiitted  by  the  court  bave 
no  authority  to  try  causes  out  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  Per 
LoTT,  J.,  Bonner  v.  McPhail^  31  B»rb.  106, 112. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFIOEBS. 

Section  1.  Clerk. 

a.  Appointment^  term  of  office.  The  clerk  of  the  conrt  is 
appointed  by  the  judges  and  holds  office  daring  the  pleasure  of 
the  court    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  740,  §  19. 

The  appointment  of  deputies  is  alBO  provided  for  by  statute.  lb. 

h.  Oompensation.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  Kings  county 
is  authorized  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  clerk  and  deputies,  which 
are  to  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  county  treasurer  and  are  a 
county  charge.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  20. 

He  is  entitled  to  receive  the  same  fees  as  the  county  clerk,  but 
must  pay  them  to  the  county  treasurer  (Laws  of  1850,  ch.  102, 
§  2),  and  cannot  retain  the  fees  for  any  official  service.  The  Peo- 
ple ex  reL  WhUtemore  v.  Sedbury,  23  How.  121. 

c.  Saii^cLction  of  judgrnenta.  He  may  take  acknowledgments 
of  satisferction  of  judgment  in  the  city  court,  to  be  recorded  in 
any  county  where  such  judgmirats  may  be  recorded.  Laws  of 
1850,  ch.  102,  §  2. 

Section  2.  Stenographer.  The  court  has  a  stenographer,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  take  verbatim  minutes  of  testimony  in  all  trials  had 
in  the  court,  and  also  of  the  charge  of  the  judge  at  such  trials. 
He  must  keep  minutes  of  all  proceedings  had  at  trials,  which, 
upon  the  direction  of  the  judge,  must  be  engrossed  and  filed. 
Laws  of  1866,  ch.  311,  §  1. 

He  must  write  out  copies  of  all  minutes  and  proceedings  taken 
by  him,  for  the  parties,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  folio,  and  he 
must  write  out  and  furnish  to  the  court  such  portions  of  the 
same  as  may  be  desired  by  the  judge,  free  of  charge.  Laws  of 
1867,  ch.  796,  §  2. 

He  receives  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
Id.,  §  1. 

Section  8.  Sheriff  and  constaMes.  The  sheriff  of  Kings 
county,  his  under  sheriff,  or  one  of  his  deputies,  and  as  many  of 
the  constables  of  the  city  as  may  be  directed  by  the  court  and 
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sammoned  by  the  sheriff,  must  attend  the  sittingB  of  the  court, 
and  they  are  -paAd  by  the  county  treasurer  the  same  comi)ensa- 
tion  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  constables  for  attending  other  courts 
of  record.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  11. 

Section  4.  Attorneys.  Attorneys  when  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  supreme  court  are  entitled  to  practice  in  this  court. 

Their  fees  and  costs  are  the  same  as  are  allowed  and  recovered 
for  services  in  the  supreme  court.  Laws  of  1849,  ch.  125,  §  22  ; 
Bird  Y.  OUy  of  BraoklyUy  2  Abb.  N.  S.  132. 


ARTICLE  V. 

TEBMS    AlTD     JUDOMEIHS. 

* 

Section  L  Terms. 

a.  When  open.  The  court  is  always  open  for  the  transaction  of 
any  business,  for  which  no  notice  is  required  to  be  given  to  an 
opposing  party.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  8. 

5.  Trial  terms.  At  least  ten  terms  must  be  held  in  each  year 
for  the  trial  of  issues  of  law  or  fi^st.  lb. 

c.  General  and  special  terms.  As  many  general  and  special 
terms  of  the  court  may  be  held  as  the  judges  may  appoint,  and 
at  such  times  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  direct  Notices  of 
the  appointment  must  be  published  in  the  State  papers  and  in  a 
I>aper  published  at  Brooklyn  at  least  four  months  before  the 
terms  are  held.  lb. 

At  least  two  judges  axe  necessary  to  coiistituto  a  general 
term.  lb. 

d.  Absence  qf  judges.  In  mse  of  the  absence  of  all  the  judges 
on  the  day  appointed  for  a  term  to  be  held,  the  clerk  may,  after 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  open  the  court  and  ac^oum  the 
same  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day,  whereon 
the  said  court  can  be  lawfully  held,  and  all  jnrocess  and  proceed- 
ings are  continued  until  that  time.  lb. 

e.  Oontinuance  qf  proceedings.  Any  proceeding  commenced 
before  one  judge  of  the  court  may  be  continued  before  any  other, 
except  that  when  an  appealable  order  is  made  in  an  action  by 
any  of  the  judges,  aU  subsequent  proceedings  in  that  action,  ex- 
cept at  general  term,  must  be  had  before  the  same  judge.  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  470,  §§  14,  16. 

48 
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Section  2.  Judgments. 

a.  Judgments  at  general  term.  The  concurrence  of  two  j  udges 
qualified  to  sit  at  general  term  is  necessary  to  pronounce  a  judg- 
ment of  reversal  at  general  term,  and,  if  two  do  not  concur  in  such 
reversal,  the  judgment  or  order  appealed  from  must  be  affirmed 
unless  a  re-argument  is  ordered.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  6. 

6.  Effect  of  judgments.  Judgments  of  this  court  may  be 
docketed  and  are  a  lien  in  like  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as 
judgments  in  the  supreme  court.    Laws  of  1849,  ch.  125,  §  5. 

The  court  has  the  same  control  over  such  dockets  as  the  su- 
preme court  has  over  its  own  docket.  lb. 

ARTICLE    VL 

BEMOYAL  OF  CAUSES  TO  SUPHEME  COUBT. 

Section  1,    In  what  cases, 

a.  Judges  incompetent.  Any  action  or  proceeding  may  be 
transferred  to  the  supreme  court  when  xtll  the  judges  of  the  court 
are  incompetent  to  act  therein  by  reason  of  having  acted  as  coun- 
sel or  attorney,  or  are  interested,  or  are  related  to  either  of  the 
parties.     Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  16. 

ft.  Hovn  removed.  If  such  disability  exists,  the  judges  must 
make  a  certificate  of  the  fact  and  file  it  with  the  clerk  of  the 
court  and  with  the  clerk  of  Kings  county,  and  thereupon  the  ju- 
risdiction of  such  action  or  proceeding  is  vested  in  the  supreme 
court.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  certificate  with  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  all  papers  in  his  office  relating  to  the  action  or  proceeding 
must  be  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  Kings  county  to 
there  be  filed.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  16. 

c.  Proceedings  after  removal.  Kings  county  is  tKe  place  of 
trial  of  any  action  so  removed,  and  the  action  must  thereafter  be 
prosecuted  and  entitled  in  the  supreme  court  as  though  it  had 
been  originally  commenced  therein.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  16. 

d.  Removal  of  appeals.  When  any  appeal  is  pending  at  the 
general  term  of  this  court,  if  two  of  the  judges  are  incompetent  to 
sit  for  any  of  the  reasons  already  stated,  or  if  the  appeal  is  from 
a  decision  of  one  .of  the  judges  and  one  of  the  others  is  incompe- 
tent, then  upon  filing  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  with  the 
Kings  county  clerk  a  certificate  stating  such  fact,  jurisdiction  of 
such  appeal  shall  thereupon  be  vested  in  the  general  term  of  the 
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supreme  court  with  the  like  efltect  as  an  appeal  from  a  judg- 
ment or  order  of  any  judge  or  special  term  of  that  court.  Laws 
of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  17. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

BULES. 

Section  1.  Supreme  court  rules.  All  laws  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  general  rules  of  that  court, 
are  binding  upon  the  city  court  of  Brooklyn,  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  to  the  transaction  of  its  business.  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
470,  §  4 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13.  The  chief  judge  of  this 
court  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  convention  of  judges,  which 
meets  every  two  years  to  revise  the  rules.  Laws  of  1870,  ch. 
408,  §  13. 

Section  2.  Further  rules.  The  court  may,  in  its  discretion, 
make  such  further  rules  as  it  may  deem  necessary  in  regard  to 
the  transaction  of  business  before  it,  provided  they  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  rules  6t  the  supreme  court.  General 
Bules,  96. 


ARTICLE  Vm. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Appeals  from. 

a.  To  supreme  court  An  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  general 
term  of  the  supreme  court  from  any  judgment  or  final  determi- 
nation of  this  court  at  general  term,  or  from  any  intermediate 
order  involving  the  merits  and  necessarily  affecting  the  judgment 
in  any  action. 

1.  Where  the  plaintiff's  judgment  is  less  than  $1,000,  exclu- 
sive of  costs. 

2.  Where  the  action  is  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal 
property  of  less  than  $1,000  in  value. 

3.  Where,  in  an  action  for  money,  the  amount  claimed  ifi  less 
than  $1,000,  exclusive  of  costs.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  6. 

The  provisions  relative  to  appeitls  from  courts  of  inferior  juris- 
diction to  the  supreme  court,  apply  to  these  appeals.  lb. 
The  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  affirming  the  determina- 
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tion  appealed  from,  is  final,  unleea  it  allows  an  appeal  to  thQ 
court  of  appeals.  lb. 

An  order  setting  aside  a  verdict  and  grantuig  a  new  trial,  is 
one  from  which  an  apx)eal  will  lie  to  the  supreme  court,  although 
the  order  is  entered  and  the  appeal  taken  before  judgment. 
Oannon  v.  CampheU,  19  Abb.  164,  note;  Moore  v.  Wood^  19 
How.  405 ;  Bennett  v.  TTie  City  of  Brooklyn^  id.  310. 

h.  To  the  court  of  appeals.  In  all  actions  other  than  those  in 
which  an  appeal  will  lie  to  the  supreme  court,  an  appeal  may  be 
taken  from  an  actual  determination  of  this  court  at  general  term 
to  the  court  of  api)eals  in  the  cases  provided  by  section  11 
of  the  Code.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  7. 

All  provisions  of  law  relative  to  appeals  to  the  court  of  ap- 
peals apply  to  these.  Id. 

Section  2.  Appeals  to  general  term. 

a.  When  they  may  he  taken.  Appeals  may  be  taken  to  the 
general  term  of  this  court,  upon  the  law,  from  a  judgment 
entered  upon  the  report  of  referees,  or  the  direction  of  a  single 
judge,  in  all  cases ;  appeals  ui)on  the  facts  may  be  taken  when 
the  trial  is  by  the  court  or  referees.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  470,  §  5. 

Appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  general  term  from  an  order  made 
at  special  term,  or  by  a  single  judge  of  the  court,  in  the  cases 
provided  by  section  349  of  the  Code,  and  all  the  provisions  of 
chapter  4,  title  11,  of  the  Code,  apply  to  such  appeals.  lb.  See 
§  2,  art.  5  of  this  chapter,  avie^  378. 

J.  Removal  of  appeals.  Appeals  to  the  general  term  of  this 
court  may  be  removed  to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  courts 
when  the  judges  are  not  competent  to  act  therein.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  470,  §  17.     See  article  6  of  this  chapter. 

Section  8.  Appeals  firom  Inferior  courts.  This  court  has  no 
api)ellate  jurisdiction  over  the  determinations  of  inferior  courts. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

COUNTY    COUBTS, 

ARTICLE  L 

OBOAKIZATIOHr. 

Section  1.  Early  courts  in  this  State.  Under  the  name  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  the  county  courts  were  established  by 
an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  in  the  year  1691,  which  was 
the  first  year  of  the  regular  government  of  the  Province  of  New 
York ;  hence  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  judicial  organizations  of  the 
State,  its  establishment  being  coeval  with  the  earliest  Judicature. 

The  act  was  passed  originally  to  continue  two  years,  and  was 
re-enacted  from  time  to  time  until  1697,  when  it  was  i)ermanently 
continued  and  was  never  repealed.  See  Paine  and  Duer's  Prac., 
Appendix. 

In  its  early  organization  there  was  one  Judge  with  three  Justices 
in  each  county,  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  general 
assembly  to  hold  the  court,  three  of  whom  constituted  a  quorum. 
Colonial  Session  Laws  (Bradf.  ed.  of  1694),  2,  64. 

The  section  under  wluch  this  court  was  organized  was  as  fol^ 
lows :  "  And  for  the  more  regular  and  beneficial  distribution  of 
justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  each  respective  city  and  county 
within  this  province.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  there  be  kept  and  h^d  a  court  of  common  pleas 
in  each  respective  city  and  county  within  this  province,  at  the 
times  and  places  hereafter  named  and  expressed :  That  is  to  say, 
at  such  places  in  each  respective  county  as  the  said  court  of  ses- 
sions is  to  be  kept,  and  to  begin  the  next  day  after  the  sessions 
terminates,  and  only  to  hold  and  continue  for  the  space  and 
time  of  two  days  and  no  longer ;  and  that  there  be  one  judge, 
with  three  justices,  in  each  county,  appointed  and  commissioned 
to  hold  the  same  court  of  pleas,  three  whereof  to  be  a  quorum. 
And  that  the  several  and  respective  courts,  hereby  established, 
shall  have  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and  finally  to  determine  all 
actions  or  cause  of  actions,  and  all  matters,  and  things,  and 
causes  triable  at  the  common  law,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever." 
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A  reprint  of  the  entire  act  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  to 
Paine  &  Duer's  Practice  (see  2  Paine  &  Duer's  Pract.  716),  which 
is  not  only  historically  curions,  but  also  very  important,  as  it  is 
the  outline  or  framework  of  that  judicial  system  which,  under 
our  free  institutions,  has  grown  to  such  beautiful  proportions. 
The  only  original  copy  extant  is  found  in  Bradford' s  Colonial 
Session  Laws,  edition  of  1694,  cited  above. 

From  this  time  to  the  establishment  of  the  State  government 
these  courts  remained,  substantially,  under  the  same  organiza- 
tion ;  and,  with  but  few  changes  which  were  rendered  necessary 
by  the  new  State  constitution,  they  were  continued  to  the  time  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  in  the  year  1830. 

Section  2.  Court  before  1846. 

a.  In  general.  By  the  Revised  Statutes  these  courts  were  re- 
organized and  continued.  They  provided,  that  there  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  a  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county  of  this  State, 
which  shall  possess  the  powers  and  exercise  the  jurisdiction 
which  belonged  to  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  colony  of  New  York,  with  the  additions,  limitations 
and  e;sceptions,  created  and  imposed  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  State.  The  court  at  this  time  consisted  of  five  judges 
in  each  county  of  the  State,  except  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  (see  Common  Pleas  of  New  York),  a  first  judge  and  four 
judges  of  the  common  pleas  who  were  appointed  by  the  governor 
with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  and  who  held  their  office  for  five 
years.  Amend.  Const,  of  1826(1),  art.  6,  §7;  id.,  art.  6,  §6. 
These  judges,  or  any  three  of  them,  were  empowered  to  hold  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  their  respective  counties.  2  R.  S.  (208) 
217,  §  2.  Beside  this,  authority  was  given  by  other  statutes,  to 
tlie  first  or  some  other  judge  under  certain  circumstances  and 
for  specific  purposes  io  hold  the  court  alone.  Graham  on  Juris- 
diction, 76.  The  court  was,  at  this  time,  a  court  of  record  {Foot 
V.  Sievens,  17  Wend.  483),  and  it  continued  under  such  organi- 
zation until  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1846,  when  it  was 
re-organized  and  materially  altered. 

Section  3.  Under  constitution  of  1846. 

a.  In  general.  The  constitution  of  1846  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  except  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  (see  Common  Pleas  of  New  York),  of  one 
county  judge,  who  was  authorized  to  hold  the  county  court,  etc. 
Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  14.    This  officer  was  elected  for  the  term 
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of  four  years,  and  received  a  salary  fixed  by  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  the  respective  counties,  and  which  could  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  office.  lb. 

In  case  of  the  inability  of  the  county  judge  to  act,  or  in  case 
of  a  vacancy,  the  legislature  was  empowered  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  an  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  Const, 
of  1846,  art  6,  §  16. 

These  courts  were  courts  of  record,  each  having  a  clerk  and 
seal.  See  KundoTfy,  Thalheimer,  17  Barb.  606 ;  S.  C.  reversed 
on. the  merits,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  693;  2  R.  S.  210  (219),  §§ 
12,  14 

Thus  organized  they  remained  (see  4  Stat,  at  Large,  Edm.  Ed. 
564  ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  470),  until  the  adoption  of  the  amended' 
judiciary  article  of  1869. 

Section  4.    Present  organization.    By  the  sixth  article  of  the 
constitution,  as  ratified  and  adopted  December  6, 1869,  the  county 
courts  were  continued  as  they  at  that  time  existed  so  far  as  their 
.  powers  and  jurisdiction  were  concerned.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  15. 

The  judges  in  office  at  that  time  were  continued  until  the  ex- 
piration of  their  respective  terms,  and  their  successors  were  au- 
thorized to  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  several  counties  for 
the  term  of  six  years.  lb. 

The  compensation  of  the  county  judge  is  to  be  establigfhed  by 
law,  and  such  salary  cannot  be  diminished  during  his  term  of 
office.  Const.,  art,  6,  §  15.  In  case  of  the  inability  of  the  county 
judge  to  act,  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  the  legislature  may,  on 
application  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  provide  for  the  election 
•  of  an  officer  to  perform  the  duties  of  county  judge.  Const.,  art. 
6,  §  16.  The  county  judge  is  not  permitted  to  receive  to  his  own 
use  anjr  fees  or  perquisites  of  office.  Const,  art.  6,  §  21.  These 
officers  may  be  removed  by  the  senate,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  governor,  if  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  concur 
therein ;  but  the  cause  thereof  must  be  entered  in  the  journals, 
and  the  party  complained  of  must  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard.  Const.,  art  6,  §  11.  The  county  judge  of  any  county 
may  preside  at  courts  of  sessions,  or  hold  county  courts  in  any 
other  county,  except  New  York  and  Kings,  when  requested  by 
the  judge  of  such  other  county.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  16. 
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ARTICLE  11. 

JUEISDICTIOK. 

Seetion  1.  Early  jarlsdiction.  The  court  of  common  pleas,  as 
it  was  at  first  organized,  was  a  court  of  general  law  jurisdiction, 
the  provision  conferring  it  bein^  as  follows :  ^*  And  that  the  sev- 
eral and  respective  courts,  hereby  established,  shall  have  juris- 
diction to  hear,  try,  and  finally  to  determine,  all  actions  or  cause 
of  actions,  and  all  matters  and  things,  and  causes  triable  at  the 
common  law,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever.'*  Colonial  Session 
Laws(Bradf.  ed.  of  1694),  2,  64;  2  Paine  &  Duer's  Prac.  718. 
From  the  time  of  the  organization  of  these  courts  dovm  to  the 
establishment  of  the  State  government,  they  continued  to  exer- 
cise substantially  the  same  powers  with  which  they  were  origin- 
ally vested.    Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  73. 

Section  2.  Jnrfesdietion  before  1846* 

a.  Oeneral  jurisdiction.  Under  the  Revised  Statutes  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  were  vested  with  all  the  powers,  and 
were  authorized  to  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  which  belonged 
to  those  courts  under  the  colonial  government,  with  the  addi- 
tions, limitations  and  exceptions,  created  and  imposed  by  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.    2  R.  S.  208  (217),  §  1. 

They  were  also  expressly  authorized  to  hear,  try,  and  deter- 
mine,'according  to  law,  all  local  actions  arising  within  the 
respective  counties  where  such  courts  were  held,  and  all 
transitory  actions  in  whatever  county  the  cause  thereof  arose.  lb. 

Thus  they  were  invested  with  power  to  hear  and  determine 
every  description  of  real  and  personal  action,  and  that,  whether 
local  or  transitory.  See  Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  80.  Besides 
this  they  were  authorized  to  grant  new  trials  in  actions  tried 
therein.    2  R.  S.  208  (217),  §  1. 

ft.  Social  Jurisdiction.  By  si)ecial  jurisdiction  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  jurisdiction  which  was  expressly  conferred  by  statute, 
concerning  proceedings  not  strictiy  within  the  denomination  of 
actions  J  and  it  includes : 

I.  Voluntary  assignments  by  imprisoned  debtors.  2  R.  S. 
81,  §1. 

n.  The  care  and  custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  habitual 
drunkards.    2  R.  S.  208  (217),  §  1. 
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III.  The  remitting  of  fines  and  forfeited  recognizances.  2  R. 
S.  608  (486),  §  87. 

IV.  The  admeasurement  of  dower.    2  R.  S.  510  (488),  §  1. 
y.  Proceedings  on  attachments  against  absconding,  concealed 

or  non-resident  debtors.    2  R.  S.  10,  §  43,  et  seq. ;  id.  35,  §  1. 

VI.  Proceedings  for  the  removal  of  justices  of  the  peace.  1 
R.  S.  101  (110),  §  36.  Commissioners  of  deeds  in  towns.  Id.,  §  31. 
Special  justices  and  assistant  justices  and  their  clerks  in  the  city 
of  New  York.    Id.,  §  34. 

Proceedings  for  the  licensing  of  ferries,  1  R.  S.  486  (526).  For 
the  regulation  of  fisheries,  1  R.  S.  642  (688).  Concerning  turn- 
pike roads,  1  R.  S.  638  (581).  Wrecks,  1  R.  S.  643  (690).  Phy- 
sicians,  398  (452).  Jail  liberties,  2  R.  S.  450  (432).  The  removal 
of  occupants  from  State  lands,  1  R.  S.  206.  The  laying  out  of 
railroads  through  Indian  lands,  Laws  of  1836,  ch.  316.  Appeals 
from  commissioners  of  highways,  1  R.  S.  477  (518).  Proceed- 
ings for  the  partition  of  lands,  2  R.  S.  324  (316),  and  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  estates  of  habitual  drunkards  when  such  estate 
amounted  to  less  than  $250,  2  R.  S.  53. 

It  may  be  noticed  here  generally  that  in  local  actions  the 
powers  of  the  court  did  not  extend  beyond  their  respective  coun- 
ties, while  in  transitory  actions  they  had  general  cognizance 
wherever  the  cause  of  action  arose.    Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  110. 

This  included  all  of  the  matters  of  which  the  court  had  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  and  extended  as  it  was,  still  the  common  pleas 
was  considered  an  inferior  court,  and  it  was  bound  to  obey  a 
maridamuB^  prohibition,  or  attachment  issuing  from  the  supreme 
court  TKd  People  v.  Sessions  of  ClienangOy  1  Johns.  Cas.  179 ; 
S.  C,  2  Caines'  Cas.  319.    See  Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  90. 

c.  Appellate  jurisdiction.  The  court  of  common  pleas  had 
also  certain  jurisdictij^n  over  the  judgments  of  justice's  courts, 
which  were  removed  for  review  either  by  certvorari  or  by  appeal. 

Proceedings  by  certiorari  wotild  lie  in  all  cases  of  judgments 
rendered  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  where  the  debt  or  damages 
recovered  did  not  exceed  $25  exclusive  of  costs,  and  in  all  cases 
where  issue  was  not  joined  before  the  justice.    2  R.  S.  255,  §  170. 

Proceedings  by  appeal  might  be  had  to  the  common  pleas  to 
review  justice's  judgments  which  exceeded  $25,  exclusive  of 
costs,  in  the  following  cases :  1.  Where  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered upon  an  issue  of  law  joined  between  the  parties.  2.  Where 
it  was  rendered  upon  an  issue  of  fact  joined  between  the  parties 
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whether  the  defendant  was  present  at  the  trial  or  not.  2  R.  S. 
258,  §  186 ;  The  People  r.  Schoharie  Common  Pleds,  2  Wend. 
260. 

d.  Proceedings  on  appeal.  Upon  every  matter  so  brought 
into  the  court  of  common  pleas,  that  court  proceeded  to  decide 
according  to  the  law  of  the  case,  if  it  was  an  issue  of  law.  2  R. 
S.  262,  §  212.  And  if  it  was  an  issue  of  fact  the  court  proceeded 
to  try  the  same  by  jury,  or  it  ordered  a  reference.  Id.,  §213.  See 
Reference.  It  was  held  that  although  the  plaintiff  wa«  limited  in 
the  justice's  court  to  a  recovery  of  |60,  yet,  if  the  defendant 
appealed  to  the  common  pleas,  that  court  might  give  the  plain- 
tiff judgment  for  all  the  claims  he  might  prove,  although  beyond 
that  sum.    Jackson  v.  Coverfs  Administrators^  5  Wend.  139. 

Section  iS.  Jurisdiction  under  eonstitution  of  1846. 

a.  Special  ca^es.  The  constitution  of  1846  limited  the  juris- 
diction of  these  courts  to  such  as  the  legislature  might  prescribe 
over  cases  arising  in  justices'  courts,  and  in  spe^aZ  cases.  Const, 
of  1846,  art.  6,  §  14. 

The  court  of  appeals  construed  the  words  "special  cases"  to 
mean  "special  proceedings,"  and  that  the  term  did  not  include 
common-law  actions.  Kundolf  v.  TTialheimer^  12  N.  Y.  (2 
Kern.)  693.  But  see  Arnold  y.  Rees,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  67  (66) ; 
S.  C,  17  How.  86 ;  7  Abb.  328 ;  Doubleday  v.  Heath,  16  N.  Y. 
(2  Smith)  80 ;  People  v.  Main,  20  id.  434. 

By  the  judiciary  act  of  1847,  and  until  the  enactment  of  the 
Code,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  was  defined  as  fol- 
lows: That  they  should  have  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and 
determine!  all  matters  and  proceedings  specially  conferred  by 
statute  upon,  and  heretofore  triable  and  cognizable  by,  courts  of 
common  pleas.  But  nothing  contained  in  that  provision  was  to 
be  deemed  to  confer  original  jurisdiction  jipon  any  county  court, 
in  any  action  known  to  the  common  law.  4  Stat,  at  Large,  664, 
§  29  ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  29. 

The  county  court  in  each  county  shall  have  power  to  hear,  try 
and  determine  according  to  law : 

1.  Suits  and  proceedings  by  scire  facias  to  revive  any  judg- 
ment in  said  court,  or  one  rendered  in  the  common  pleas  of 
that  county,  or  to  have  execution  of  such  judgments,  or  to  revive 
any  suit  in  said  county  court. 

2.  Suits  and  proceedings  for  the  admeasurement  of  dower  or 
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for  the  paxtition  of  lands,  when  the  lands  are  situated  in  the 
county  where  the  court  is  held. 

8.  When  all  the  defendants,  at  the  time  of  commencing  the 
action,  reside  in  the  county  in  which  the  court  is  held ;  of  actions 
of  debt,  assumpsit  and  covenant,  when  the  debt  or  damages 
claimed  do  not  exceed  $2,000 ;  actions  for  assault  and  battery  and 
false  imprisonment,  when  the  damages  claimed  do  not  exceed 
$600 ;  actions  of  trespass  and  trespass  on  the  case  to  amount  of 
$600 ;  actions  of  replevin  when  the  value  of  the  property  claimed 
does  not  exceed  $1,000,  and  also  to  grant  new  trials  in  all  such 
suits  or  proceedings.  4  Stat,  at  Large,  664,  §  80  ;  Laws  of  1847, 
eh.  280,  §  30. 

According  to  the  construction  of  the  words  '^  special  cases"  in 
the  constitution,  so  much  of  this  section  as  proposed  to  confer 
jurisdiction  of  common-law  actions,  as  distinguished  from  special 
proceedings,  was  held  to  be  unconstitutional.  Kundojf  v.  ThaZ- 
heimer,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  593. 

6.  Equity  jurisdiction.  There  was  also  conferred  equity 
jurisdiction  in  the  following  cases : 

1.  For  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages,  when  the  mortgaged  prem- 
ises are  situated  in  the  county.  See  AttioIcL  v.  Rees^  18  N.  Y. 
(4  Smith)  57 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  35 ;  7  Abb.  328  ;  overruling  Hall  v. 
Nelson,  23  Barb.  88  ;  S.  C,  14  How.  32. 

2.  For  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  infants,  when  the  real  estate 
is  situated  and  the  infants  reside  in  the  county. 

3.  For  the  care  and  custody  of  lunatics  and  habitual  drunk- 
ards, residing  in  the  county. 

4.  For  the  satisfaction  of  judgments  and  decrees  on  which 
there  shall  remain  due  a  sum  exceeding  $76,  out  of  the  property 
of  a  debtor  when  an  execution  has  been  returned  unsatisfied,  and 
the  debtor  resides  in  the  county. 

6.  For  partition  of  lands  in  the  county.  See  Dotibleday  v. 
Heath,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  80. 

6.  For  the  admeasurement  of  dower  in  lands  in  the  county. 
4  Stat,  at  Large,  664,  §  31 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  31. 

c.  Appellate  jurisdiction.  The  county  court  of  such  county, 
under  the  judiciary  act  of  1847,  possessed  and  exercised  the 
same  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  of  appeals  from  judgments  ren- 
dered by  justices  of  the  peace,  and  of  writs  of  certiorari  to 
remove  the  same,  as  courts  of  common  pleas  then  had  and  exer- 
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cised.    4  Stat,  at  Large,  666,  §  36 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  36  ; 
§  2  of  this  article. 

d.  Under  the  Oode.  Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  Pro- 
cedure, all  statutes  then  in  force,  conferring  or  defining  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  so  far  as  they  were  in  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Code,  were  repealed,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  30th  section  of  that  act  were  substituted.    Code,  §  29. 

An  enumeration  of  the  actions  of  which  county  courts  might 
take  cognizance,  was  given,  to  which  it  will  satisfy  our  present 
design  to  refer  briefly :  1.  Of  all  civil  actions  for  the  recovery 
of  not  exceeding  $600,  and  for  the  recovery  of  personal  property 
not  exceeding  that  amount  in  value.  See  Kundolf  v.  ThcLL- 
Tieimer^  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  693,  This  subdivision  did  not  apply 
to  the  counties  of  Kings  and  Erie.  Code,  §  31.  2.  The  exclu- 
sive power  to  review  and  to  aflSrm,  reverse  or  modify  justices' 
judgments.  3.  The  foreclosure  or  satisfaction  of  mortgages,  and 
the  sale  of  mortgaged  premises,  situated  within  the  county,  and 
the  collection  of  any  deficiency  in  the  mortgage,  after  the  sale. 
4.  The  partition  of  real  property,  situated  within  the  county. 
6.  The  admeasurement  of  dower  in  lands  situated  within  the 
county.  6.  The  sale,  mortgage,  or  other  disposition  of  the  real 
property,  situated  within  the  county,  of  an  infant,  or  person  of 
unsound  mind.  7.  To  compel  the  specific  performance  by  an 
infant,  heir,  or  other  person,  of  a  contract  made  by  a  party  who 
shall  have  died  before  the  performance  thereof.  8.  The  care  and 
custody  of  the  ^person  and  estate  of  a  lunatic  or  habitual  drunk- 
ard, residing  within  the  county.  9.  The  mortgage  or  sale  of 
the  real  property,  situated  within  the  county,  of  a  religious  cor- 
poration, and  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds.  10.  To  exercise 
the  power  and  authority,  theretofore  vested  in  the  common  pleas, 
over  judgments  rendered  by  justices  of  the  peace,  transcripts  of 
which  have  been  filed  with  the  county  clerk.  11.  To  exercise  the 
same  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  was  exercised  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  respecting  femes,  fisheries,  turnpike  roads, 
wrecks,  physicians,  habitual  drunkards,  imprisoned,  insolvent, 
absent,  concealed,  or  non-resident  debtors,  jail  liberties,  the 
removal  of  occupants  from  State  lands,  the  laying  out  of  rail- 
roads through  Lidian  lands,  upon  appeal  from  determinations  of 
commissioners  of  highways,  and  all  other  jurisdiction  conferred 
upon  the  common  pleas  or  county  court  by  statute,  and  remain- 
ing unrepealed,  except  in  the  trial  and  determination  of  civil 
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actions.  12.  To  remit  fines  and  forfeited  recognizances.-  13, 
To  grant  new  trials,  or  aflSrm,  modify,  or  reverse  judgments  in 
actions  tried  therein,  upon  exceptions  or  case  made,  subject  to 
an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court.    Code,  §  30. 

They  also  had  jurisdiction  of  naturalization  proceedings. 
The  People  v.  Pease^  30  Barb.  588. 

But  it  will  be  seen  that  the  court,  under  the  constitution  of 
1846,  was  not,  as  was  the  old  court  of  common  pleas,  a  court  of 
general  jurisdiction,  but  it  was  a  new  court,  with  a  limited 
statutory  jurisdiction,  and  the  court  of  appeals  held  that  the 
record  should'  show  all  the  facts  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction. 
Frees  v.  Fordfi  N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  176. 

The  county  court  had,  prior  to  the  amendment  of  1858,  juris- 
diction to  try  an  action  defeated  in  the  justice's  court  upon  Ihe 
interposition  of  a  plea  of  title.  Cook  v.  Nellis^  18  N.  Y.  (4 
Smith)  126. 

Section  4.  Present  jurisdiction. 

a.  In  general.  The  6th  article  of  the  constitution,  as  adopted 
in  1869,  extends  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  far  beyond 
the  limits  which  prescribed  its  powers  under  the  constitution  of 
1846.  By  the  provisions  of  the  new  constitution  they  now  have, 
in  addition  to  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  they  previously  pos- 
sessed, original  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  the  defendants 
reside  in  the  county,  and  in  which  the  damages  claimed  shall 
not  exceed  $1,000.  Also,  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  shall  be 
provided  by  law,  and  such  other  original  jurisdiction  as  shall, 
trora  time  to  time,  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  legislature. 
Const.,  art.  6,  §  15. 

6.  Original  jurisdiction  The  jurisdiction  of  county  courts 
extends  to  the  following  cases : 

I.  Civil  actions  in  which  the  relief  demanded  is  the  recovery 
of  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  $1,000,  or  the  recovery  of  per- 
sonal property  not  exceeding  in  value  $1,000,  and  in  which  all 
the  defendants  are  residents  of  the  county  in  which  the  action  is 
brought  at  the  time  of  its  commencement;  subject  to  the  right 
of  the  supreme  court,  upon  special  motion,  for  good  cause 
shown,  to  remove  any  such  action  into  the  supreme  court  before 
trial.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  467,  §  1. 

II.  The  foreclosure  or  satisfaction  of  a  mortgage,  and  the  sale 
of  mortgaged  premises  situated  within  the  county,  and  the  col- 
lection of  any  deficiency  on  the  mortgage  remaining  unpaid, 
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after  the  sale  of  the  mortgaged  premiBes.  Code,  §  80.  See 
ArnoU  v.  Rees  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  67 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  35 ; 
7  Abb.  328. 

III.  The  partition  of  real  property  situated  within  the  county. 
Code,  §  80.     See  Douhleday  v.  Heath,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  80. 

ly.  The  admeasurement  of  dower  in  land  situated  within  the 
oounty. 

V.  The  sale,  mortgage  or^ther  disposition  of  the  real  property 
situated  within  the  county,  of  an  infant  or  person  of  unsound 
mind. 

VI.  To  compel  the  specific  performance  by  an  infant  heir,  or 
other  person,  of  a  contract  made  by  a  party  who  shall  have 
died  before  the  performance  thereof.  Code,  §  80.  See  WiUisUm 
V.  WtUiston,  41  Barb.  636. 

VII.  The  care  and  custody  of  the  person,  and  estate  of  a  lun- 
atic or  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  an  habitual  drunkard,  re- 
siding within  the  county.  Code,  §  30. 

The  jurisdiction  conferred  over  habitual  drunkards  is  general, 
and  not  limited  to  those  having  estates  of  less  than  $260.  Davis 
V.  Spencer,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith)  886 ;  overruling  Jfa^fer  of  Smith, 
16  How.  567. 

Vin.  The  mortgage  or  sale  of  the  real  property  situated  within 
the  county,  of  a  religious  corporation,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  thereof. 

IX.  To  exercise  the  power  and  authority  heretofore  vested  in 
the  courts  of  common  pleas,  over  judgments  rendered  by  justices 
of  the  i)eace,  transcripts  of  which  have  been  filed  in  the  oflices 
of  the  county  clerks  in  such  counties.  Code,  §  30.  See  People 
V.  Judges  of  Washington  County,  1  Wend.  79. 

X.  To  exercise  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  conferred  by 
statute  upon  the  late  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  or 
the  judges  or  any  judge  thereof,  respecting  ferries,  fisheries, 
turnpike  roads,  wrecks,  physicians,  habitual  drunkards,  im- 
prisoned, insolvent,  absent,  concealed  or  non-resident  debtors, 
jail  liberties,  the  removal  of  occupants  of  State  lands,  the  laying 
out  of  railroads  through  Indian  lands,  and  upon  appeal  from  the 
determination  of  commissioners  of  highways,  and  aU  other 
powers  and  jurisdiction  conferred  by  statute,  which  has  not  been 
repealed,  in  the  late  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county, 
or  in  the  county  court,  since  the  late  courts  of  common  pleas 
were  abolished,  except  in  the  trial  and  determination  of  civil 
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actionef ;  and  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  exercising  such  juris- 
diction, when  the  provisions  of  any  statute  are  inconsistent  with 
the  organization  of  the  county  court.  See  §i3  of  this  article,  ante^ 
384,  385, 

XI.  To  remit  fines  and  forfeited  recognizances  in  the  same 
cases,  and  in  like  manner,  as  such  power  was  given  by  law  to 
courts  of  common  pleas. 

XII.  To  grant  new  trials,  or  affirm,  modify  or  reverse  judg- 
ments in  actions  tried  in  such  cpurt^  upon  exceptions,  or  case 
made,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court.    Code,   §  30, 

Xin.  The  county  court  has  also  jurisdiction  of  proceedings 
for  the  naturalization  of  aliens.  The  People  v.  Pease^  30  Barb. 
588. 

c.  Appellate  jurisdiction.  The  county  courts  also  possess  the 
exclusive  power  to  leview,  in  the  first  instance,  a  judgment  ren- 
dered in  a  civil  action  by  a  justice's  court  in  the  county,  or  by  a 
justice*  s  court  in  cities,  and  to  affirm,  reverse  or  modify  such 
judgment.    Code,  §§  30,  352. 

A  new  trial  may  be  had  in  the  county  court  when  the  claim  or 
claims  of  either  party  in  the  court  below,  for  which  judgment 
was  demanded,  exceeded  $50,  or  in  an  action  to  recover  possession 
of  personal  property  where  the  value  of  the  property  as  assessed 
and  the  damages  recovered  exceed  $50,  exclusive  of  costs  in  the 
following  cases: 

When  the  judgment  was  rendered  upon  an  issue  of  law  joined 
between  the  parties. 

When  it  was  rendered  upon  an  issue  of  fact  joined  between 
the  parties,  whether  the  defendant  was  present  at  the  trial  or 
not.    Code,  §  362. 

But  the  appellant  may,  in  the  cases  in  which  a  new  trial  may 
be  had,  state  in  his  notice  of  appeal  that  such  appeal  is  taken 
upon  questions  of  law  only,  in  which  case  a  new  trial  shall  not 
be  had,  but  the  appeal  shall  be  heard  and  determined  upon 
argument^  as  in  cases  where  a  new  trial  cannot  be  had.  Code, 
§353 

County  courts  may  review  the  determinations  of  commis- 
sioners of  highways  (1  R.  S.  477  [518],  §  84 ;  Laws  of  1845, 
ch.  180),  and  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  summary  proceedings, 
to  recover  the  possession  of  land.    Laws  of  1849,  ch.  193. 


392  COUNTY  COURTS. 

Early  court — Powen  before  1840. 


.    ARTICLE  IlL 

F0W£B8. 

«  

Section  1.  Early  conrt.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  as  it  was 
at  first  organized,  the  court  of  common  pleas  was  a  conrt  of 
general  law  jurisdiction^  and  as  such  possessed  all  the  powers 
incidental  to  such  a  court.  Lkws,  Bradford's  ed.  of  1694,  264. 
And  from  that  period  down  to  the  establishment  of  the  State 
government,  they  continued  to  exercise  substantially  the  same 
powers.    Graham  on  Jurisdiction,  73. 

Section  2.  Powers  before  1846. 

a.  Powers  of  court  By  the  Revised  Statutes  these  courts  were 
re-organized,  and  possessed  the  powers,  etc.,  which  belonged  to 
courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  counties  of  the  colony  of 
New  York,  with  the  additions,  limitations  and  exceptions  created 
and  imposed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  2  B.  S. 
217  (208),  §  1. 

Beside  the  jurisdictional  powers  which  have  been  enumerated 
in  section  2  of  the  preceding  article,  this  court  possessed  the  gen- 
eral powers  of  a  court  of  record,  which  were :  1.  To  issue  process 
of  subpoena,  requiring  the  attendance  of  any  witnesses  residing 
or  being  in  any  part  of  this  State,  to  testify  in  any  matter  or  cause 
pending  in  the  court.  2.  To  administer  oaths  to  witnesses  in 
any  such  matter  or  cause,  and  in  all  other  cases,  where  it  may 
be  necessary,  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
court.  3.  To  devise  and  make  such  new  writs  and  forms  of  pro- 
ceedings as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  and 
jurisdiction  possessed  by  them.    2  R.  S.  (276)  287,  §  1. 

The  appointment  and  removal  of  district  attorneys  also 
belonged  to  the  common  pleas.    1  R.  S.  98  (108),  §  16. 

The  court  had  no  power  to  grant  a  writ  of  error  coram  nobis 
{People  V.  Oneida  Com.  Pleas,  20  Johns.  22),  nor  could  it  refer 
a  cause  appealed  from  a  justice.  People  v.  Washington  Com. 
Pleas,  20  Johns.  363.  See  Oowen  v.  Bush,  3  Cow.  343; 
Flower  v.  Allen;  5  id.  654 ;  Byland  v.  Loomis,  48  Barb.  126. 

It  had  power  to  grant  a  compulsory  nonsuit  {PraU  v.  HvU^ 
13  Johns.  334),  and^to  set  aside,  as  against  evidence,  a  verdict 
or  a  referee's  report.    Ex  parte  Bassett,  2  Cow.  458. 
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J.  Powers  of  judges.  The  judges  were  empowered  to  take 
the  acknowledgment  of  bail,  and  of  satisfaction  of  judgment, 
in  their  own  court,  as  well  as  in  the  supreme  court  (2  R.  S.  293 
[282],  §  40),  and  the  first  judge  of  any  county,  and  any  other 
judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  degree  of  counselor  in  the 
supreme  court,  could  make  any  order  in  vacation,  touching  any 
suit  or  proceeding  in  the  common  pleas,  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
supreme  court  justice  at  chambers.  2  R  8.  292  (282),  §  88.  But 
no  judge  of  the  county  court,  other  than  those  specified,  could 
exercise  these  powers,  except  in  case  of  the  absence,  death,  or 
inability  of  those  mentioned.  Id.,  §  39.  The  judges  of  the 
court  had  power  to  femove  justices  of  the  peace.  1  R.  8.  101 
(111),  §  36.  But  it  was  in  their  power  to  take  cognizance  of 
charges  or  not.     Ex  parte  Johnson^  3  Cow.  371. 

Any  judge  of  the  court  might  grant  an  order  staying  proceed- 
ings on  a  justice's  judgment  until  the  court  had  an  opportunity 
to  inquire  into  its  validity.    2  R.  S.  263  (246),  §  116. 

Section  3.  Powers  under  eonstitution  of  1846. 

a.  In  general.  The  county  courts  possessed  the  same'powers 
that  it  had  exercised  previous  to  the  constitution  of  1846, 
except  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court, 
over  actions  at  law.  Const,  of  1846,  art.  6,  §  14 ;  Laws  of  1847, 
ch.  280,  §§  29,  30.  See  Kundolf  v.  Thalheimer,  12  N.  Y.  (2 
Kern.)  593. 

And  all  laws  relating  to  the  former  court  of  common  pleas,  its 
powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  its  offi- 
cers, were  made  applicable  to  the  county  court  as  then  organ- 
ized.   Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  36. 

h.  New  trials.  The  court  had  power  to  grant  new  trials,  or 
affirm,  reverse,  or  modify  judgments  in  actions  tried  in  such 
court,  upon  exceptions  or  case  made,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the 
supreme  court.     Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  30.    Code,  §  30. 

This  court  had  jurisdiction,  upon  the  written  consent  of  the 
parties,-  to  order  a  reference  in  a  case  brought  before  it  by  appeal 
from  a  justice's  court,  where  an  issue  of  fact  had  been  joined  in 
the  action.    Hyland  v.  Loomis^  48  Barb.  126. 

Section  4.  Present  powers. 

a.  Powers  of  court  Under  the  constitution,  as  amended  in 
1869,  the  county  courts  are  continued  with  such  powers  and  juris- 
diction as  they  now  possess,  until  altered  by  the  legislature. 

Const.,  art.  6,  §  15.    And  under  the  Code  they  exercise  all 

50 


394  COUNTY  COURTS. 


Powers  of  judges. 


the  powers  conferred  by  statute,  which  have  not  been  repealed, 
upon  the  late  courts  of  common  pleas  qf  the  county,  and  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  of  exercising  such  jurisdiction  when  the  pro- 
visions of  any  statute  are  inconsistent  with  the  organization  of 
the  county  court.  Code,  §  80,  subd.  11.  See  §  4,  art.  2  of  this 
chapter,  antCi  389  to  391. 

These  powers  consist,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated  under 
the  head  of  jurisdiction,  in  section  4  of  the  preceding  article, 
of  the  general  powers  of  courts  of  record,  relating  to  process  of 
subpoena,  the  administration  of  oaths  and  the  devising  and 
making  of  such  new  writs  and  forms  of  proceedings,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  into  eifect  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  pos- 
sessed by  them.    2  E.  S.  276  (287),  §  1. 

The  court  may  compel  the  discovery  of  books  and  documents 
in  an  action  pending  before  it.    Code,  §  388. 

In  a  proper  case,  a  cause  brought  from  a  justice's  court,  on 
appeal,  may  be  referred  by  the  court.  HyUmd  v,  LooT/lis^  48 
Barb.  126.  See  People  v.  WasMngton  Com.  Pleas^  20  Johns. 
363 ;  Cowen  v.  Bush^  3  Cow.  343 ;  Flower  v.  Allen^  6  id,  654. 

By  the  recent  act,  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
(Laws  of  1870,  ch.  467),  it  has  the  powers  incident  to  a  court  of 
common  law  jurisdiction. 

b.  Powers  qf  judges.  County  judges  have  certain  powers 
vested  in  them,  in  special  statutory  proceedings,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  detail  in  this  place,  but  to  which  a  reference  is 
given  in  section  2,  article  2  of  this  chapter,  arde^  384,  385. 

c.  Proceedings  in  county  court.  A  county  judge  may  make  any 
order  out  of  court,  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  pe^ding  before  the 
court  that  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  might  make  if  the  pro- 
ceedings were  pending  in  the  latter  court.  2  B.  S.  292  ( 282  )y 
§38. 

d.  Acknowledgments.  They  may  take  proof  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  conveyances  of  real  estate  and  the  discharge  of  mort- 
gages. The  acknowledgment  of  bail  in  any  action  in  the  supreme 
or  in  the  county  court  of  their  respective  counties,  and  the 
acknowledgment  and  satisfaction  of  judgments  in  those  courts. 
2  II.  S.  293  ( 282 ),  §  40.    See  People  v.  HurlbuU,  44  Barb.  126. 

e.  Proceedings  in  supreme  court.  In  an  action  in  the  supreme 
court,  a  county  judge  may  exercise  within  his  county  the  powers 
of  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers.  Code,  §  403.  See 
People  V*  Hurlbutt^  44  Barb.  126 ;  Woodruff  v.  The  People^  8 
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How.  32 ;  Peebles  v.  Rogers,  5  id.  208 ;  S,  C,  3  Code  R.  213. 
Thus  he  may  grant  an  order  ex  parte,  extending  the  time  to 
answer,  for  more  than  twenty  days.  Sisson  v.  Lawrence,  25 
How.  435;  S.  C,  16  Abb.  259,  note.  And  any  order  in  any 
action  pending  in  the  supreme  court,  or  the  county  court,  made 
out  of  court,  without  notice,  may  be  made  by  the  judge  of  the 
county  where  the  action  is  triable,  or  in  which  the  attorney  for 
the  moving  party  resides,  except  to  stay  proceedings  after  verdict. 
Code,  §  401.  See  Chubhuck  v.  Morrison^  6  How,  367.  A  referee's 
report  is  not  included  in  the  latter  exception.  Otis  v.  Bpericer, 
8  How.  171. 

/.  Guardians  ad  litem.  County  judges  may  appoint  a  guardian 
ad  litem  for  an  infant  party  to  an  action  brought  in  this  or  in 
any  other  court.   Code,  §  115 ;  Towsey  v.  Harrison,  25  How.  266. 

g.  Further  account.  They  may  order  a  further  account  when 
the  one  rendered  is  defective.'    Code,  §  158. 

h.  Supplementary  jproceedings.  A  county  judge  of  the  county 
to  which  an  execution  has  been  issued,  has  the  same  authority 
in  supplementary  proceedings  therein  as  a  judge  of  the  court 
which  rendered  the  judgment.    Code,  §  292. 

i.  Fraudulent  judgmenis.  Upon  the  application  of  a  creditor  of 
one  who  has  confessed  a  judgment  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  county  judge  may  stay  proceedings  on  such  judgment  until 
the  county  court  has  inquired  into  the  consideration  of  the  same. 
2  R.  S.  262  (246),  §  116.    .  ^ 

J.  Assignees.  The  county  judges  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  proceedings  for  the  appointment  of  assignees  for  the  benefit 
of  creditors  in  their  respective  counties.    Laws  of  1860,  ch.  348. 

Jc.  Bail.  A  county  judge  may  let  to  bail  persons  charged 
with  crime,  whether  indicted  or  not,  ^i  aU  cases  that  a  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  can  let  to  ball.  People  v.  Hurlbutty  4A  Barb. 
126. 

I.  Vacaiing  arrest.  They  have  no  power  to  hear  a  motion, 
on  notice,  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  in  an  action  in  the  supreme 
court.     Rogers  Y.McElhone,  20  How.  441 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  292. 

m.  Taccing  costs.  They  may  tax  costs  under  the  old  fee  bill, 
contained  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  whenever  such  mode  of  taxa- 
tion may  be  proper.  People  ex  rel.  LurrUey  v.  Lewis,  28  How. 
159. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFIOEBS. 

Section  1.  Early  conrts.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the  old 
court  of  common  pleas,  provision  was  made  for  certain  oflScers, 
*'  for  the  more  regular  proceedings  in  the  court.'*  A  copy  of  the 
section  which  authorized  their  appointment  will  suflBciently  show 
their  character  and  the  nature  of  their  duties:  "To  which 
respective  courts  of  common  pleas  there  shall  belong:,  and  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  for  that  purpose,  one  clerk  of  the 
court,  to  draw,  enter,  and  keep  the  records,  declarations,  pleas 
and  judgments,  then  to  be  had  and  made,  and  one  marshal,  a 
crier  of  the  court,  to  call  the  jurors  and  proclaim  the  commands 
and  orders  of  the  court."  All  processes  and  writs  of  what 
nature  soever,  were  to  be  directed  to  the  respective  sheriffs  of 
the  several  cities  and  counties  within  the  province.  And  all  pro- 
cesses and  writs  for  actions  between  party  and  party  were  issued 
from  the  clerk' s  office,  signed  per  curiam.  Laws,  Bradford' s  ed. 
of  1694,  264.     See  2  Paine  &  Oner's  Prac.  719. 

Section  2.  Court  before  1846. 

a.  Sheriff.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  was  the  ministerial 
officer  of  the  court.    See  1  Paine  &  Duer'  s  Prac.  383. 

h.  Clerk.  The  clerk  of  the  county,  or  of  the  city  and  county, 
is  by  virtue  of  his  office  clerk  of  this  court.  2  R.  S.  219  (210), 
§  14 ;  id.  225  (215),  §  24.  They  were  elected  once  in  three  years, 
or  as  often  as  vacancies  occurred.  1  R.  S.  103  (112),  §  47.  He 
was  authorized  to  appoint  a  deputy  clerk  (1  R.  S.  348  [376], 
§  56),  and  neither  he  nor  his  deputy  could  practice  as  counsel  or 
as  attorney  in  the  courts  of  which  they  were  clerks.  1  R.  S.  99 
(109),  §  26.  The  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  was 
required  to  file  a  bond  in  a  penalty  of  $15,000,  conditioned  that 
he  would  properly  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  2  R.  S. 
225  (215),  §  24. 

Section  3.    Under  constitution  of  1846. 

a.  In  general.  By  the  judiciary  act  of  1847,  all  laws  relating 
to  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  their  duties 
were  made  applicable  to  the  county  courts  as  then  organized. 
4  Stat,  at  Large,  566,  §  36 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  36. 
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h.  Crier.  By  that  act  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  and 
his  subordinates  to  act  as  crier  of  the  couri.  4  Stat,  at  Large,  689, 
§  42 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  470,  §  42.  But  by  an  act  passed  in  1856, 
the  county  judge  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  crier,  who  should 
hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  such  judge.  Laws  of  1856, 
ch.  630 ;  Laws  of  1866,  ch.  296.  Except  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York  (lb.  See  Code,  §  39)  and  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
where  the  clerk  of  the  county,  and,  in  his  absence,  his  deputy, 
perform  the  duties  of  crier. 

Section  4.    Present  courts. 

Under  the  constitution  as  amended  in  1869,  the  officers  of  the 
court  remain  as  they  existed  previous  to  that  amendment. 


ARTICLE  V. 

TEBMS  AND  JITDOMEinS. 

Section  1.  Early  courts. 

a.  Terms.  As  at  first  established,  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
were  held  at  the  places  where  the  courts  of  sessions  were  held  in 
such  county ;  they  b^an  the  next  day  after  the  sessions  termin- 
ated, and  continued  ^'for  the  space  and  time  of  two  days,  and 
no  longer."  They  were  held  twice  in  each  county,  except  the 
counties  of  Albany  and  New  York ;  in  Albany  three  times  a 
year,  and  in  New  York  four  times.  Laws,  Bradford's  ed.  1694, 
264 ;  2  Paine  &  Duer's  Prac.  718.  See  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Introduc- 
tion, 49. 

Section  2.  Courts  before  1846. 

a.  Terms.  Under  the  Revised  Statutes  the  terms  were  held 
in  the  various  counties  of  the  State,  from  two  to  four  times  each 
year  (2  R.  S.  220  [211],  §  20 ;  id.  226  [217],  §  34),  and  might  be 
continued  to  and  includhig  the  second  Saturday  after  their  com- 
mencement. 2  R.  S.  220  (211),  §  19.  But  in  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York  they  were  held  every  month.  2  R.  S.  226  (216), 
§  26.  Except  where  si)ecial  provision  was  made  otherwise  the 
terms  were  held  at  the  court-house  of  the  county.  2  R.  S.  224 
(215),  §  21.  H  the  judges  did  not  attend  the  first  day,  the  sheriff 
or  clerk  adjourned  the  court  until  the  next  day,  and  if  the  judges 
did  not  then  attend,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  clerk  or  sheriff  to 
adjourn  the  court  without  day.    2  R.  S.  218  (209),  §§  8,  9. 
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J.  Judgments.  Records  of  judgments  were  signed  and  the 
costs  taxed  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  But  in  case  the 
cause  was  one  wherein  the  costs  were  not  limited  by  law,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  record  signed  by  a  judge  of  the  degree  of 
counselor  in  the  supreme  court,  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
judges  authorized  to  sign  such  a  record,  the  clerk  of  the  court 
might  perform  the  duty.  2  R.  S.  292  (282),  §  35.  There  was  a 
form  prescribed  in  the  statute  for  the  records  of  judgments  in  the 
common  pleas  which  is  unnecessary  to  give  in  this  place.  See 
2  R.  S.  219  (210),  §  15.  The  courts  sustained  the  judgments  of 
the  common  pleas,  although  the  record  did  not  show  that  the 
court  obtained  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  defendant* 
Hart  V.  SeixaSj  21  Wend.  40 ;  Foot  v.  Stevens^  17  id.  483.  Tran- 
scripts of  justice's  judgments  might  be  filed  and  docketed  in 
this  court,  when  the  recovery,  exclusive  of  costs,  exceeded 
$25.  .  2  R.  S.  264  (247),  §§  127,  128.  And  this  court  could  not  at 
one  time  inquire  into  the  regularity  or  fairness  of  such  judg- 
ments.    The  People  v.  Judges  of  Washington  Com.  Pleas^ 

1  Wend.  79.  But  the  statute  gave  power  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  judgment,  and  in  a  proper  case  to  set  it  aside. 

2  R.  S.  246,  §  116.  See  McOunn  v.  Bamett,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  621. 
The  judgments  of  this  court  were  judgments  of  a  court  of 
record,  and  took  effect  as  such.    See  2  R.  S.  871  (•369),  §  3. 

Section  3.  Courts  under  constitution  of  1846. 

a.  Terms.  By  the  amended  judiciary  article  of  1847,  the 
county  courts  were  to  be  held  at  the  usual  place  of  holding 
courts  of  common  pleas  or  circuits,  as  often  and  at  such  times  as 
the  county  judge  should  appoint  by  order,  which  order  was 
required  to  be  published  once  a  week,  for  three  weeks  success- 
ively, in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county.  He  might  increase 
the  number  of  terms,  or  dispense  with  any  term,  by  an  order 
entered  two^  months  before  the  change  took  effect,  and  published 
as  above.  But  he  was  required  to  designate  as  many  terms  for 
the  trial  of  issues  of  fact  as  there  were  then  terms  of  the  com- 
mon pleas  for  that  purpose  fixed.  4  Stat,  at  Large,  685  ;  Laws  of 
1847,  ch.  470,  §§  24,  25,  as  amended. 

By  the  Code,  as  amended  in  1849,  the  county  court  was  to  be 
considered  as  always  open,  for  the  transaction  of  business,  for 
which  no  notice  was  required  to  be  given  to  the  opposite  party. 
At  least  two  terms  in  each  county  were  to  be  held  for  the  trial 
of  issues  of  law  or  fetct,  and  as  many  more  in  each  year  as  the 
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county  judge  should  appoint,  at  the  places  designated  by  law 
for  holding  courts,  on  the  days  appointed  by  the  county  judge, 
and  to  continue  as  long  as  the  court  might  deem  necessary. 
Provision  was  also  made  for  the  publication  of  the  appointment 
at  least  four  weeks  before  the  terms  were  held,  in  the  State  and 
county  papers,  and  the  county  judge  might  designate  which  of 
such  terms  were  to  be  held  for  the  trial  of  issues  of  law,  and  at 
such  terms  no  jury  was  required  to  attend.    Code,  §  31.  . 

J.  Judgments.  The  judgments  of  the  court  are  entered  in  the 
isame  manner,  and  are  of  the  same  efiTect^  as  judgments  of  the 
supreme  court.    See  "Judgment." 

Section  4.  Present  courts.  The  provisions  of  the  Code  as  to 
terms  and  judgments  are  applicable  to  the  present  county  courts, 
as  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  section.  It  may  perhaps  be  well 
to  notice  in  this  place  that  county  judges  may  hold  terms  of  the 
court  in  any  county  of  the  State,  except  New  York  and  Kings, 
when  requested  by  the  judge  of  such  county.  Const.,  art.  6,  §  16. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of  the  several  counties  to  furnish 
rooms,  fuel,  lights,  attendants  and  stationery,  suitable  and  suf- 
ficient for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  court,  and  if  they 
neglect  so  to  do  the  court  may  direct  the  sheriff  to  supply  them, 
and  the  expense  will  be  a  county  charge.    Code,  §  38. 


,  ARTICLE  VL 

BEHOVAL  OF  CAUSES  IKTO  OB  FBOM. 

Section  1.  Early  courts.  Under  the  early  practice  in  these 
courts  actions  might  have  been  removed  from  the  common  pleas 
to  the  supreme  court  either  by  certiorari  or  by  habeas  corpus 
(See  2  Paine  &  Duer's  Prac.  205) ;  and  we  find  in  the  act  estab- 
Ushing  these  courts  a  provision  that  any  action  or  suit  might  be 
removed  from  the  common  pleas  to  the  supreme  court,  if  the  debt 
or  damages  laid  in  such  action  exceeded  the  sum  of  £20.  Laws, 
Bradford's  Ed.  of  1694,  264.     See  2  Paine  and  Duer^s  Prac.  720. 

Section  2.  Before  1846.  Under  the  Revised  Statutes  all  per- 
sonal actions  in  which  the  debt  or  damages  claimed,  or  the  matter 
or  thing  in  demand  exceeded  the  sum  of  $260,  might  be  removed 
into  the  supreme  court  at  the  instance  of  the  defendant,  by  a 
writ  of  certiorari;  and  the  following  actions  might  be  removed 
in  the  same  manner  whatever  the  amount  of  the  demand,  viz. : 
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1.  Actions  in  which  the  people  of  tjie  State  were^  interested. 

2.  Actions  by  or  against  the  corporation  of  any  city.  3.  Actions 
of  ejectment,  and  all  other  actions  in  which  the  title  to  real  estate 
shall  come  in  question.  4.  Actions  of  replevin,  and  for  false  im- 
prisonment. 2  R.  S.  404  (389),  §§  2,  4.  But  no  matter  brought 
into  the  common  ple§»s  by  appeal  could  be  removed  until  that 
court  had  made  a  final  determination  in  the  matter.  Id.  406 
(391),  §  16. 

Section  3.  Under  constitution  of  1846. 

a.  jRernoval  to.  Any  action  pending  in  any  mayor's  or  re- 
corder's court,  in  which  the  judge  is  for  any  cause  incapable  of 
acting,  tnay  by  such  court  be  transferred  to  the  county  court  of 
the  county,  and  the  papers  on  file  therein  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  county  court.  Code,  §  33.  Previous  to  the  amendment 
of  1858,  county  courts  had  jurisdiction  of  causes  dismissed  by 
justice's  courts  on  a  plea  of  title.  Cook  v.  JSTeUUj  18  N.  Y. 
(4  Smith)  126 ;  but  see  Kundolf  v.  ThalhHToer,  12  N.  Y. 
(2  Kern.)  593. 

J.  JRemoval  from.    When  the  county  judge  was  for  any  cause 
incapable  of  acting  in  a  case  pending  in  the  county  court,  it  was  * 
his  duty  to  make  and  file  a  certificate  of  that  fac^  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  cause  was  thereupon  vested  in  the  supreme  court 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  470,  §  31 ;  Code,  §  30. 

When  the  hearing  of  an  appeal  from  a  justice' s  judgment  was 
removed  by  such  proceedings,  it  was  required  to  be  h^ard  in 
the  first  ini^tance  at  special  term,  in  the  county  where  the  cause 
was  first  tried.  Wiles  v.  Peck^  16  How.  641 ;  Davis  v.  Stone^ 
id.  638 ;  Sheldon  v.  AlbrOy  8  id.  306. 

Any  action  brought  under  subdivision  1  of  section  30  of  the 
Code  might  be  removed  into  the  supreme  court  before  trial,  upon 
special  motion  for  cause  shown.    Code,  §  30. 

Section  4.  Present  courts.  Under  the  amended  judiciaiy 
article  of  the  constitution  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  prac- 
tice relating  to  the  removal  of  causes  into  and  from  the  county 
court,  except  that  the  act  which  extends  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
county  courts  also  provides  that  any  action  brought  by  virtue 
of  its  provisions  may  be  removed  by  the  supreme  court  into 
that  court  before  trial,  upon  special  motion,  for  good  cause 
shown ;  and  the  supreme  court  may  also  change  the  venue  of 
such  action.    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  467,  §  1. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

RULES  AKD  CALENDARS. 

Seetlon  1.  Evrlj  coarte.  When  these  courts  were  first  organ- 
ized, the  justices  and  judges  thereof  were  authorized  to  make, 
order  and  establish  all  such  rules  and  orders,  ^*for  the  more 
orderly  practicing  and  proceeding  in  their  courts,"  as  the  judges 
of  ihe  English  courts  were  empowered  to  make.  Laws,  Brad- 
ford's ed-  1694,  264.  See  2  Paine  &  Duer^s  Prac.  720. 
*  Section  2.  Court  before  1846.  The  court,  when  re-organized 
under  the  Revised  Statutes,  was  invested  with  the  powers 
respecting  its  practice  which  it  had  formerly  possessed  previous 
to  that  time,  which  of  course  included  the  power  to  regulate  the 
proceedings  before  it    See  2  R.  S.  217  (208),  §  1. 

Section  8.  Under  eonstitution  of  1846.  The  Code  of  Procedure 
provided  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  courts  the  superior 
court,  and  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  should  meet  once  in  two  years,  and  make  rules 
which  should  govern  the  practice  of  these  courts,  so  far  as  appli- 
cable (Code,  §  470),  and  aU  rules  inconsistent  with  the  Code  were 
abrogated,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  several  courts  to  modify 
the  same.    Code,  §  469. 

Section  4.  Present  i^raetiee. 

a.  Utiles.  By  an  act  passed  in  1870  it  is  the  duty  of  the  gen- 
eral term  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  chief  judges  of 
superior  courts  of  cities,  and  the  chief  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  to  meet  in 
convention  at  the  city  of  Albany,  once  in  two  years,  to  revise, 
alter,  abolish  and  make  rules,  whiph  shall  be  binding  upon  all 
courts  of  record,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable.  Laws  of 
1870,  ch.  408,  §  13,  Other  courts  are  at  liberty  to  make  rules  for 
the  transaction  of  their  business  respectively  not  inconsistent 
with  such  general  rules.    Supreme  Court  Rules,  91.     ' 

b.  Calendars.  The  practice  as  to  entering  causes  on  the  calen- 
dar, and  the  order  of  disposing  of  the  issues  thereon,  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  supreme  court.    Code,  §§  256,  257. 
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ARTICLE  Vin. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  Early  courts.  Provision  was  made  in  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  courts  of  common  pleas,  for  appeals  from  any 
Judgment  obtained  in  that  court,  to  the  supreme  court,  provided 
such  judgment  was  "above  the  value  of  £20,'*  and  from  the 
supreme  court  to  the  governor  and  council  for  any  judgment 
above  the  value  of  £100,  and  from  the  governor  and  council  to 
their  majesties'  council  for  any  decree  or  judgment  above  the 
value  of  £800.  Laws,  Bradford's  ed.  1694,  264.  See  2  Paine  & 
Oner's  Prac.  721. 

Section  2.  Before  1846. 

a.  Appeals  to.  Justice's  judgments  were,  under  the  Revised 
Statutes,  reviewable  in  the  first  instance  by  the  common  pleas  of 
the  county,  and  the  judgments  were  removed  for  review  either 
by  certiorari,  where  the  debt  or  damages  recovered  did  not  ex- 
ceed $25,  exclusive  of  costs,  or  where  an  issue  was  not  joined 
before  the  justice  (2  R.  S.  255,  §  170) ;  or  by  appeal,  where  the 
recovery  exceeded  $25,  exclusive  of  costs :  1.  Where  the  judg- 
ment was  rendered  upon  an  issue  of  law  joined  between  the  par- 
ties. 2.  Where  it  was  rendered  upon  an  issue  of  fact  joined  be- 
tween the  parties,  whether  the  defendant  was  present  at  the  trial 
or  not.    2  R.  S.  258,  §  186. 

The  common  pleas  had  also  the  power  of  review  in  certain 
special  proceedings,  as  on  appeal  from  the  determination  of  com- 
missioners of  highways.  1  R.  S.  477  (518),  §  84 ;  Laws  of  1846, 
ch.  180.  From  decisions  respecting  lunatics.  Laws  of  1842, 
ch.  135.  "t 

b.  Appeals  from.  For  errors  of  law  or  fact  a  writ  of  error 
would  lie  from  these  courts  to  the  supreme  court.  1  Paine  & 
Oner's  Prac.  229.  The  writ  was  granted  by  a  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  or  by  a  clerk  of  that. court,  or  by  an  oflScer 
authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 
2  R.  S.  617  (595),  §  25.  The  court  of  common  pleas  could  not 
grant  a  writ  of  error  coram  nobis.  People  v.  Oneida  Common 
Pleas,  20  Johns.  22.  See  People  v.  New  TorJc  Common  PleaSy 
4  Wend.  215. 
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Seetion  3.  Under  constitution  of  1846. 

a.  In  general.  Until  the  adoption  of  the  Code  the  practice  re- 
specting appeals  to  and  from  the  county*  courts  was  the  same  as 
it  had  been  previous  to  the  constitution  of  1846.  See  4  Stat,  at 
Large,  560,  d65,  §§  17,  35. 

h.  Appeals  from.  When  the  Code  was  adopted  a  great  change 
was  efltected  in  the  mode  of  reviewing  judgments  and  orders  in 
civil  actions.  The  old  writ  of  certiorari  was  abolished,  and  the 
only  mode  of  review  was  declared  to  be  by  appeal.    Code,  §  323. 

Appeals  were  allowed  to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme 
court  from  a  judgment  of  the  county  court,  or  from  an  order 
made  by  a  county  court  or  a  county  judge  affecting  a  substau: 
tial  right  in  any  action  or  proceeding.  Code,  §  844.  And  from 
thence  to  the  court  of  appeals.  Code,  §  11.  But,  when  the  action 
was  originally  commenced  in  a  justice's  court,  an  appeal  could 
not  be  taken  to  the  court  of  appeals  unless  the  general  term  of 
the  supreme  court  made  an  order  allowing  such  appeal  before 
the  end  of  the  next  term  after  the  judgment  was  *  entered. 
Code,  §  11 ;  Wait  v.  Jan  AUm,  22  N.  Y.  (8  Smith)  319. 

e.  Appeals  to.  These  courts  have  exclusive  power  to  review, 
in  the  first  instance,  judgments  rendered  in  civil  actions  by  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.    Code,  §  30. 

In  special  proceedings  they  have  the  power  of  review  in  cer- 
'  tain  cases  prescribed  by  statute,  as,  on  appeal  from  the  determi- 
nation of  commissioners  of  highways  (1  R.  S.  477  [518],  §  84 ; 
Laws  of  1845,  ch.  180) ;  and  from  summary  proceedings  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  to  recover  the  possession  of  land.  Laws  of 
1849,  ch.  193. 

Section  4.  Present  practice.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  amended 
article  of  the  constitution  in  1869,  the  practice  on  appeals  to  and 
from  the  county  court  in  actions,  and  in  special  proceedings, 
remains  as  it  existed  under  the  constitution  of  1846.  See  pre- 
ceding section. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

SUBROGATES^  COUETS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OEGAKIZATIOK. 

Section  1.  The  office  of  surrogate.  The  county  judge  is  sur* 
rogate  of  his  county,  but  in  case  the  population  of  any  county 
exceeds  forty  thousand,  the  legislature  may  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  separate  officer  to  be  surrogate.    Const.,  art.  6,  §  16 

Section  2.  Tacancies^  etc.  In  case  of  the  inability  of  the 
surrogate  to  act,  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  the  legislature  may,  on 
application  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  provide  for  the  election 
of  an  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office.  Const,  art. 
6,  §  16. 

Section  3.  Term  of  office.  The  term  of  office  of  surrogates 
elected  after  Dec.  6,  1869,  is  six  years.  Const.,  art.  6,  §  16. 
Those  in  office  at  thart  time  continue  until  the  expiration  of  their 
term.     Const.,  art.  6,  §  26. 

Section  4.  Compensation.  Surrogates  receive  a  salary,  estab- 
lished by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury.  Const., 
art.  6,  §  16. 

No  surrogate  is  allowed  to  receive  fees  for  any  official  service, 
except  for  copies  of  records  and  papers  ;  but  this  provision  does 
not  extend  to  the  surrogate  of  the  county  of  New  York.  7  Stat, 
at  Large,  433 ;  Laws  of  1869,  ch.  246. 

Section  6.  Oath  and  bond.  Every  surrogate,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  must  take  the  oath  of  office  and 
file  a  bond,  with  two  sureties,  in  the  county  clerk*  s  office.  1  R. 
S.  109  ;  id.  354. 

Section  6.  Surrogate  a  witness  of  wills.  In  any  case  where 
a  surrogate  would  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  admit  probate 
of  any  will,  etc.,  i^ he  is  a  subscribing  witness  to  such  wiQ,  the 
first  judge  of  the  county  court  in  such  surrogate's  county  may 
exercise  the  same  authority  in  the  matter  as  the  surrogate  might 
have  done.  4  Stat,  at  Large,  486 ;  Laws  of  1834,  ch.  308 ;  2  R. 
S.  80,  81. 
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Section  7.  Surrogate  interested  in  estate.  Tke  same  provision 
is  applicable  if  the  surrogate  is  interested  in  the  estate  as  next  of 
kin,  or  as  legatee  or  as  devisee  under  the  will.    2  B.  S.  80, 81. 

Section  8.  Officer  acting  as  surrogate.  All  laws  relating  to  the 
powers  and  duties  of  surrogates  shall  be  applicable  to  any  officer 
while  acting  as  surrogate,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable. 
4  Stat,  at  Large,  566,  §  37;  Lawsof  1847,  ch.  fi80,  art  4,  §  87. 

Section  9.  Court  of  record.  Surrogates^  courts  are  courts  of 
record,  and  possess  seals,  a  description  of  which  is  deposited 
and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  2  B.  S.  230^ 
§§3,4. 

Section  10.  Surrogate  not  to  act  as  attorney.  Neither  the  sur- 
rogate, his  partner,  or  any  person  connected  with  him  in  law 
business,  shall  act  as  attorney  or  counsel  in  his  court,  or  in  any 
proceedinjg  originating  therein.    4  Stat,  at  Large^  690,  §  61. 

Section  11.  Power  of  courts  of  record  as  surrogates.  For  the 
relief  of  surrogates'  courts,  the  legislature  may  confer  upon 
courts  of  record,  in  any  county  having  a  population  exceeding 
four  hundred  thousand,  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  surro- 
gates, with  authority  to  try  issues  of  fiu5t  by  jury  in  probate 
cases.    Const,  art  6,  §  27. 


ARTICLE   n. 

4 

JUBISDICnOK. 

Section  1.  Original.  Every  surrogate  who  shall  have  duly 
qualified  shall  hold  a  court  which  has  jurisdiction  of  the  follow- 
ing matters : 

I.  To  take  proof  of  wills  of  real  and  personal  estate. 

n.  To  grant  letters  testamentary,  and  of  administration. 

IlL  To  direct  and  control  the  conduct  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  executors  and  administrators. 

lY.  To  enforce  the  payments  of  debts  and  legacies,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  estates  of  intestates. 

Y.  To  order  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  real  estate  of  de* 
ceased  ;>ersons. 

yi.  To  administer  justice  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  affairs 
of  deceased  persons,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statutes 
of  this  State. 
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VII.  To  appoint  guardians  for  minors,  to  remove  them,  to 
direct  and  control  their  conduct,  and  to  settle  their  accounts  as 
prescribed  by  law. 

VIII.  To  cause  the  admeasurement  of  dower  to  widows. 

But  this  jurisdiction  can  only  be  exercised  in  the  cases  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law.    2  E.  S.  220,  §  1. 

Section  2.  Certain  surrogates  hare  exelusiye  jurisdietion. 
The  surrogate  of  each  county  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  within 
his  county  to  take  proof  of  lost  wills  and  testaments  in  the  follow- 
ing cases : 

I.  Where  the  testator,  at  or  immediately  previous  to  his  death, 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  of  such  surrogate,  in  whatever 
county  he  may  have  died. 

II.  Where  the  testator,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  State, 
shall  die  in  the  county  of  such  surrogate,  leaving  assets  therein. 

IIL  Where  the  testator,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  State, 
shall  die  out  of  the  State,  leaving  assets  in  the  county  of  such 
surrogate. 

IV.  Where  a  testator,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  State, 
shall  die  out  of  the  State,  not  leaving  assets  therein,  but  assets 
of  such  testator  shall  thereafter  come  into  the  county  of  such 
surrogate. 

V.  Where  no  surrogate  has  gained  jurisdiction  under  the 
above  provisions,  and  any  real  estate  devised  by  the  testator 
shall  be  situated  in  the  county  of  such  surrogate.  4  Stat,  at 
Large,  486 ;  Laws  of  1837,  ch.  460,  §  1. 


ARTICLE  in. 

POWEKS  OF  THE  COURT. 

Section  1.  Powers  of  surrogate. 

a.  In  general.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  surrogate's  court  and 
the  powers  of  the  surrogate  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
each  other  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  any  classification  can  be 
made,  but  to  preserve  the  unity  of  our  plai\  we  have  given  under 
the  head  of  "jurisdiction"  the  matters  of  which  the  surrogate 
may  take  cognizance,  while  in  the  present  chapter  we  shall  notice 
briefly  the  general  powers  conferred  by  statute  upon  the  surro- 
gate in  relation  to  the  matters  noticed  above.  For  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  surrogate,*  which  are 
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incidental  to  the  transaction  of  business  before  Mm,  see  the 
general  practice  of  this  court  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work, 
ft.  SubpcsncLS.  Every  surrogate  has  power  to  issue  subpoenas 
to  witnesses  in  any  part  of  the  State,  to  compel  their  attendance 
and  the  production  of  papers. 

c.  AttachraeTU  against  witnesses.  To  punish  witnesses  for 
non-attendance,  or  for  refusing  to  testify,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  extent,  as  courts  of  record  in  similar  cases. 

d.  Citations.  To  issue  citations  to  compel  the  appearance  of 
parties  in  matters  pending  in  the  court. 

e.  Enforcing  orders^  etc.  He  has  power  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  the  process  of  his  court,  and  may  compel  compliance  with 
his  orders  and  decrees  by  attachment. 

/.  Exemplijicaiion  of  records.  He  may,  under  his  seal  of 
office,  exemplify  all  records,  papers  and  proceediags  in  his 
court,  which  are  then  receivable  in  evidence  in  all  courts. 

g.  Contempt.  He  may  punish  contempts  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  extent,  as  courts  of  record.  2  R.  S.  220,  §  6. 
And  as  to  subpoenas  in  certain  cases.    Id.  58,  §  10. 

h.  Invalid  wiU.  He  may  revoke  the  probate  of  wills  in 
proper  cases.    2  R.  S.  62,  §  35. 

i.  acquiring  account.  The  surrogate  may  require  an  executor, 
administrator  or  guardian  to  render  an  account  of  his  proceed- 
ings, by  an  order  to  that  effect,  and  obedience  to  such  order  may 
be  enforced  by  mandamus  and  attachment.  2  R.  S.  93,  §  68.^ 
He  may  compel  an  account  by  testamentary  trustees  and  guar-* 
dians  in  the  same  manner.  7  Stat,  at  Large,  167 ;  Laws  of  1867, 
ch.  782,  §  1 ;  Seamun  v.  Duryea^  11  N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  324. 

j.  May  rtfuse  letters  to  the  ignorarii.  Every  surrogate  has 
discretion  to  refuse  letters  testamentary,  or  of  administration,  to 
any  person  unable  to  read  and  write  the  English  language. 
7  Stat,  at  Large,  168  ;  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  782,  §  5. 

Jc.  Commitvieni  for  perjury.  If  any  person  legally  sworn  and 
examined  before  a  surrogate  testify  in  such  a  manner  as  to  in- 
duce a  reasonable  presumption  that  he  has  willfully  testified 
falsely  as  to  some  material  point,  such  surrogate  may  commit 
him  to  prison,  or  take  a  recognizance  with  sureties  for  his  ap- 
pearance to  answer  to  an  indictment  for  perj  ury •  7  Stat,  at  Large, 
170  ;  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  782,  §  15. 

I.  Bwrplus  moneys.  The  surrogate  has  authority  to  receive, 
and  by  order  dispose  of  surplus  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
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laud,  etc.,  by  virtue  of  any  mortgage  or  other  lien  against  the 
QState  of  deceased  persons.  7  Stat  at  Large,  142 ;  Laws  of  1867, 
ch.  658  ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  170  ;  7  Stat  at  Large,  664. 

m.  Appointment  of  clerks  The  surrogate  may,  by  an  order 
filed  and  recorded  in  his  office,  appoint  a  clerk  who  may  certify 
copies  of  records  in  the  office,  and  sign,  as  clerk,  citations,  writs, 
etc.,  and  administer  oaths ;  and  the  surrogate  may,  by  a  like 
order,  revoke  such  designation,  and  appoint  some  other  clerk. 
6  Stat  at  Large,  127,  §  9 ;  Laws  of  1863,  ch.  362,  §  9. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

OFFICEBS. 

Section  1.  Clerk. 

a.  Appointment.  The  surrogate  may,  by  an  order  in  writing, 
to  be  filed  and  recorded  in  Us  office,  designate  any  clerk 
employed  therein  to  be  clerk  of  the  court.  And  the  surrogate 
may,  in  like  manner,  revoke  such  designation,  and  appoint  some 
other  clerk.    6  Stat  at  Large,  127,  §9  ;  Laws  of  1863,  ch.  362,  §9. 

6.  Powers.  A  clerk  so  appointed  may  certify,  under  the  seal 
of  the  court,  copies  of  documents  required  to  be  recorded  in  the 
surrogate's  office,  and  may  sign,  as  clerk  of  the  court,  all  writs 
and  process  required  to  be  issued  therefrom,  and  may  adminis- 
ter oaths  and  certify  the  same  for  use  in  that  court ;  papers  so 
certified,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  court,  may  be  received  in 
evidence.  lb. 

Section  2.  Stenographer. 

a.  Appointment;  salary.  The  surrogate  of  the  county  of 
New  York  is  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  a  stenographer 
to  his  court,  who  shall  be  a  sworn  officer  of  that  court,  and  who 
shall  receive  a  salary  of  $3,000,  to  be  paid  from  the  fees  of  that 
court,  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  of  New  York.  Code, 
§  256 ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  874. 

h.  Term  of  office.  He  holds  his  position  during  good  behavior, 
and  so  long  as  he  shall  efficiently  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office.     Code,  §  266 ;  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  874. 

c.  Duties.  He  shall  take  full  stenographic  notes^  under  the 
direction  of  the  surrogate,  of  all  proceedings  had  in  the  court, 
in  which  oral  proofs  are  given,  and  after  being  ftilly  transcribed 
and  signed  by  the  witnesses,  shall  be  filed  in  the  surrogate's 
office.    By  the  consent  of  the  i>arties  to  the  proceeding,  and  of 
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the  surrogate,  the  signing  by  the  witnesses  may  be  waived,  or  in 
case  the  witness  dies  before  the  records  are  transcribed,  the  record 
of  proof  nnder  the  certificate  of  the  stenographer  or  surrogate 
shall  be  deemed  the  record  of  the  proofs  and  proceedings  so 
taken.    Code,  §  266. 


ARTICLE  V, 

TEBirs. 

Section  1.  Always  open.  The  surrogates'  courts  are  always 
open  for  the  hearing  of  any  matters  within  their  jurisdiction,  and 
particularly  on  Monday  of  each  week,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sur- 
rogate to  attend  at  his  office  to  execute  the  powers  and  duties 
conferred  upon  him.  .  2  E.  S.  221,  §  2  ;  4  Stat,  at  Large,  565,  §  33 ; 
Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  art.  4,  §  32.  By  the  act  of  1847  it  is  pro- 
vided that,  in  counties  where  the  county  judge  performs  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate,  the  court  may  be  held  at  the 
time  and  place  at  which  county  courts  are  held,  and  the  order  of 
business  shaU  be  under  the  direction  of  the  county  judge,  who 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate  at  such  other 
times  and  places  as  the  public  interest  may  require.  4  Stat,  at 
Large,  565,  §  32 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  art.  4,  §  32. 

It  is  also  provided  by  the  same  act  that  if  any  court  appointed 
to  be  held  shall  fail,  no  writ,  process,  or  other  proceeding  shall 
be  abated,  discontinued  or  rendered  void  thereby.    Id.,  §  28. 

Section  2.  Booms^  etc.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  each 
county  must  provide  the  court  with  rooms,  fuel,  lights  and  sta- 
tionery, suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  its  business, 
and  if  they  fail,  the  court  may,  by  order  duly  entered,  direct  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  to  supply  the  necessary  accommodations, 
and  his  expenses  in  so  doing  become  a  county  charge.  7  Stat. 
at  Large,  169,  §  10 ;  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  782,  §  10. 

« 

ARTICLE  VL 

BEHOVAL  OF  CAUSES. 

Section  1.  In  what  cases.  The  only  case  in  which  causes  are 
removed  from  this  court  is  when  the  legislature  has  conferred 
upon  courts  of  record,  in  counties  where  the  population  exceeds 

62 
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four  hundred  thousand,  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  surro- 
gates, with  authority  to  try  issues  of  fact  by  jury  in  probate 
causes.    See  article  1  of  this  chapter,  §  11,  flrUCy  405. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

BULES. 

Section  1.  Supreme  court  rules.  The  general  rules  of  the 
supreme  court  are  binding  upon  this  court,  so  &r  as  they  are 
applicable  to  it    Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  §  13. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  To  the  supreme  court.  Appeals  from  the  decision 
of  the  surrogate  were  formerly  taken  to  the  circuit  judge,  and  to 
the  court  of  chancery  in  certain  cases,  but  under  the  present 
judicial  system  appeals  are  taken  to  the  supreme  court,  which 
possesses  all  the  powers  in"  such  cases  formerly  vested  in  the 
circuit  judge,  and  in  the  courts  of  chancery.  Laws  of  1847,  ch. 
280,  §  17  ;  WhifbecJc  v.  Patterson,  22  Barb.  83. 

Appeals  from  the  decisions  of  surrogates  are  not  affected  by 
the  second  part  of  the  Code.    Code,  §  471. 


PART   III. 


PRACTICE  CONSIDERED  GENERALLY. 


CHAPTER  L 

GENEEAL  NATUEE  OF  PBAOTIOE. 

ARTICLE    I. 

ELEMEXTABY  AKD  HISTOBICAL  SKETCH. 

Section  L  Beflnition.  Practice  has  been  defined  to  be  the 
course  of  procedure  in  the  courts ;  the  form  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting or  carrying  on,  in  the  way  of  either  prosecution  or  de- 
fense, bf  suits,  actions  and  other  judicial  proceedings,  at  law  or 
in  equity,  civil  or  criminal,  through  their  various  stages,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  and  regulations  prescribed  by  law,  or  by 
the  rules  and  decisions  of  the  several  courts.  Burr.  Diet.  See 
also  Bouv.  Diet. 

The  present  work  is  limited  to  an  exposition  of  the  principles 
and  the  details  of  the  practice  in  civil  actions,  whether  legal  or 
equitable  in  their  nature,  in  the  superior  courts  of  record  in  this 
State.  To  explain  the  subject  properly  requires  more  than  a 
mere  statement  of  the  present  system  of  practice.  A  careful 
study  of  the  former  systems  of  practice  at  law,  and  in  equity, 
is  invaluable  as  an  aid  in  comprehending  some  of  the  technical 
rules  of  practice  which  are  now  daily  applied  by  the  courts.  He 
who  is  familiar  with  the  former  practice  in  equity  can  readily 
see  what  cases  are  to  be  pursued  according  to  the  equity  prac- 
tice, even  under  our  present  system  of  law  and  equity  united. 

And  so,  too,  one  who  knows  the  details  of  the  common-law 
practice  will  readily  and  easily  apply  its  rules  to  actions  in  the 
courts  as  now  organized,  whenever  those  rules  are  such  as  to  be 
still  in  force. 
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The  plan  of  this  work,  although  extensive  enough  to  include 
the  entire  practice  in  legal  and  in  equitable  actions,  as  well  as 
in  special  proceedings,  does  not  permit  a  full  statement  of  the 
former  practice  at  law  and  in  equity  ;  and,  for  such  informatton, 
resort  must  be  had  to  the  works  on  practice  under  the  former 
systems.  A  brief  outline,  however,  will  be  valuable  as  a  mode 
of  showing:  some  of  the  more  striking  features  of  the  two  systems 
of  practice,  and,  from  this  contrast,  the  student  will  the  more 
readily  determine  the  nature  or  the  character  of  the  practice 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  in  any  particular  case  under  con- 
sideration. Such  a  knowledge  will  frequently  be  valuable  by 
suggesting  the  proper  source  of  information  needed  ;  for,  if  the 
action  is  one  of  a  legal  character,  he  will,  consult  the  works  on 
common-law  practice,  while  in  equitable  actions  a  resort  to 
equity  practice  will  be  necessary.  To  aid  the  student,  and  the 
young  practitioner,  much  care  has  been  taken  to  point  out  many 
of  the  strongly,  distinguishing  features  of  legal  and  equitable 
actions  and  jurisdictions,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  modes  of  prac- 
tice  by  which  such  remediea  were  formerly  administered  by  tbe 
several  courts.  If  this  part  of  the  work  is  not  as  full  as  the 
student  may  sometimes  desire,  it  is  much  more  complete  in  that 
respect  than  other  works  on  practice,  and  will,  at  least,*  serve 
to  pfoint  out  the  direction  in  which  to  search  for  information. 

Section  2.  Importance  of  a  knowledge  of  practice.  Every  one 
recognizes  the  &ct  that  a  good  lawyer  is  familiar  with  legal  rules, 
and  with  equitable  principles;  and  that,  while  acquiring  that 
knowledge,  he  must  necessarily  become  more  or  less  familiar  with 
the  rules  of  practice.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  studies  pursued 
by  the  beginner,  he  is  presented  with  some  works  which  are 
mainly  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  the  rules  of  law,  or  of  the 
principles  of  equity;  while  others  are  devoted  to  an  explanation 
of  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  courts  in  the  course  of  apply- 
ing such  rules  of  law. 

A  thorough  and  accomplished  practitioner  wUl  make  himself 
familiar  with  the  principles  of  the  law,  whether  legal  or  equi- 
table, as  well  as  with  the  rules  of  practice  applied  by  the  courts. 
In  the  commencement  of  the  practice  of  every  young  lawyer, 
he  will  naturally  consult  some  experienced'  member  of  the  pro- 
fession in  all  important  and  intricate  cases ;  and  this  is  especially 
true  in  relation  to  the  right  of  action  or  the  grounds  of  defense. 
In  such  cases,  the  most  learned  counselor  may  sometimes  be  at 
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a  loss  as  to  the  true  rale  of  law ;  while  the  points  of  practice 
involved,  may  be  matters  of  every  day  occurrence  with  him. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there  are  many  cases  in  which  assist- 
ance is  indispensable  to  the  practitioner  in  his  first  efforts,  bat^ 
in  relation  to  the  general  practice  of  the  courts,  there  is  seldom 
any  such  necessity  for  his  resort  to  the  assistance  of  others.  He 
ought  to  make  himself  as  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  the  law  as  his  circumstances  will  permit ;  but, 
if  with  a  good  degree  of  such  knowledge,  he  is  still  ignorant  of 
the  mode  of  applying  to  the  courts  for  their  assistance,  in  the 
ordinary  proceedings  in  the  course  of  an  action,  his  want  of  this 
information  will  result  in  a  loss  of  time,  money,  and,  perhaps,  of 
the  interests  of  his  clients  ;  while  it  will  seriously  prejudice  him 
in  public  estimation,  and  especially  in  the  confidence  of  the  bar 
and  of  the  bench,  in  regard  to  his  legal  attainments. 

It  is  mainly  due  to  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  practice,  that  so 
many  good  causes  are  lost,  or  the  remedy  so  long  deferred,  or 
BO  many  valid  defenses  sacrificed,  or  rendered  buf  partially  avail- 
able. He  who  knows  the  law  of  his  cases,  who  is  skilled  in  the 
practice,  and  is  industrious  in  his  habits  as  well  as  energetic  by 
nature,  will  seldom  be  delayed  in  securing  all  needed  remedies 
for  his  clients,  and  will  seldom  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  law's 
delays.  Thus  much  has  been  said  for  the  purpose  of  persuading 
the  younger  members  of  the  profession  to.  become  reliable  prac- 
titioners, as  they  will  then  render  an  efficient  service' to  their 
clients,  secure  the  confidence  of  the  bar  and  of  the  bench,  as 
well  as  of  the  public,  from  whom  they  expect  to  derive  all  the 
pecuniary  advantages  of  the  profession. 

Section  8.  Simplicity  of  the  early  practice.  As  this  is  not  a 
historical  work,  it  wiU  not  be  expected  that  an  account  will  be 
given  of  the  details  of  the  early  practice.  One  general  principle, 
however,  will  be  readily  conceded,  and  that  is,  that  when  the 
laws  were  few  and  plain,  and  the  courts  were  adapted  to  such 
a  state  of  society,  the  practice  must  have  corresponded  with 
the  courts  and  the  times,  and,  of  necessity,  been  simple  and 
convenient  in  its  application. 

The  English  practice,  from  which  we  have  so  largely  borrowed, 
was,  in  its  origin,  of  this  simple  character.  It  is  true  that,  in  the 
course  of  time,  technicalities  were  introduced,  and  that  ulti- 
mately there  were  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  practitioner. 
But,  as  difficulties  arose,  they  were  met  and  surmounted,  even 
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after  many  long  delays  and  inconvenieHces  liad  restdted  from 
them.  And,  from  that  early  day  to  the  present  time,  the  course  of 
the  practice  has  been  constantly  changing  in  some  of  its  features, 
and  yet,  in  the  main  principles,  unchanged  and  unchangeable.  In 
this  continued  change  there  have  been  many  things  introduced 
as  novelties,  which,  to  the  student  who  is  familiar  with  the  history 
of  the  practice,  will  be  seen  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  was  out  of  fashion  for  a  time,  but  who  has 
now  been  restored  to  his  former  position  and  influence. 

In  the  course  of  this  chapter  a  few  instances  will  be  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  character  of  the  early  practice,  as 
to  the  mode  of  commencing  actions,  of  pleading,  of  trials,  judg- 
ments, and  of  the  correction  of  errors. 

Section  4.  *  Adapted  to  the  particular  courts  where  used.  During 
all  past  time  courts  have  been  divided  into  inferior  and  superior 
courts,  as  to  jurisdiction  over  subject-matter,  or  as  to  persons, 
and  as  to  courts  for  the  trial  of  causes,  and  courts  of  review. 
And,  in  all  sucl^  cases,  the  practice  must  necessarily  have  been 
such  as  was  appropriate  to  the  particular  court  which  adopted 
it.  An  enumeration  of  these  courts,  with  a  detail  of  the  practice 
of  each,  would  be  interesting  and  instructive,  but  would  be  out 
of  place  here,  except  so  far  as  some  general  steitements  may  serve 
as  illustrations  of  the  condition  of  society,  and  of  the  practice  of 
the  courts  in  times  long  gone  by.  But  before  proce^ng  with 
that  subject,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  principle  that  the 
practice  is  adapted  to  the  court,  may  now  be  seen  in  every  court 
in  existence.  The  practice  of  the  highest  appellate  court  dilffers 
widely  in  its  details  from  that  of  a  trial  court,  which  does 
nothing  but  try  and  dispose  of  the  issues  of  law  or  fact,  in  the 
various  causes  tried.  So,  too,  the  details  of  the  practice  in  an 
inferior  court  are  widely  different  from  those  of  a  court  of  record, 
while  the  object  and  the  general  features  are,  and  must  always 
remain,  essentially  the  same  ;  as,  for  instance,  there  must  be  a 
mode  of  commencing  actions,  of  framing  issues,  and  of  trying 
them,  and  of  rendering  and  enforcing  judgments.  In  such  prom- 
inent points  we  see  landmarks  that  characterize  courts,  and  the 
administration  of  legal  and  equitable  remedies ;  and  the  only 
material  difference  that  can  exist  in  the  practice  is  the  adoption 
of  such  a  plan  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  secure  the  object  of 
a  court,  while,  in  the  details  of  the  practice  of  each  court,  there 
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will  be  that  difference  which  the  nature  of  the  court,  its  jurisdic- 
tion, or  its  peculiarities  may  require. 

Section  6.  Early  mode  of  commencing  actions.  In  tracing  our 
system  of  practice  to  its  source,  we  necessarily  investigate  the 
English  practice,  with  which  ours  is  so  closely  connected,  and 
from  which  so  many  rules  and  principles  have  been  derived. 
In  this  country  there  was  an  early  practice  as  contradistinguished 
from  the  practice  of  the  present  day.  For  information  of  this 
character,  an  examination  of  the  introduction  to  the  first  volume 
of  B.  D.  Smith's  reports  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  student. 

The  fundamental  principle,  that  every  person  is  entitled  to  no- 
tice of  legal  proceedings  taken  against  his  person  or  his  property, 
is  very  seldom  entirely  disregarded.  But  the  character  of  the 
process,  or  the  mode  of  its  service,  will  vary  materially  accord- 
ing to  the  character  of  the  court  or  the  nature  of  the  action. 

In  reference  to  the  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  courts  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  we  are  informed  that  no  writ  or  precept  from  the 
king  was  required  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction.  The  party 
commenced  his  suit  as  and  when  he  pleased ;  he  himself,  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  magistrate,  summoned  his  adversary 
to  appear  and  answer  the  claim  to  be  advanced  against  him.  He 
stated  his  ground  of  complaint  in  his  own  way,  without  being 
tied  to  forms.  1  Spence's  Eq.  Jur.  62.  Where  the  mode  of 
proof  was  not  provided  for  by  law,  and  the  truth  was  unknown 
to  the  assembled  judges,  or  incapable  of  direct  proof,  the  parties 
were  put  to  their  oaths,  and  the  corroborating  oaths  to  their  credit 
of  co-jurors.  lb.  The  value  of  the  oath  of  the  co-juror  was 
estimated  by  his  rank.  This  system  of  procedure  in  civil  cases 
prevailed  down  to  the  conquest,  and  for  some  time  afterward. 
lb.  At  the  present  time  the  process  by  summons,  and  the  right 
to  swear  parties,  has  been  regarded  by  some  persons  as  a  new 
feature  in  the  practice,  and  yet  it  was  familiar  practice  centuries 
ago  in  the  earliest  stages  of  English  society.  At  that  early  day 
writs  were  rarely  used  in  legal  proceedings,  the  parties  being 
mostly  summoned  by  some  officer  or  messenger  in  person. 
Thus,  in  the  latter  example,  the  king  sent  his  seal  and  a  message 
to  the  court    Crabb's  Hist.  Eng.  Law,  32. 

At  a  later  period  the  rule  was  changed,  and  no  action  could  be 
commenced  in  the  king' s  courts  without  a  writ,  which  was  in 
the  form  of  a  precept  or  mandate  from  the  king,  under  the  great 
seal,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  the  cause  of 


416         PRACTICE  CONSIDERED  GENERALLY. 

Earlj  mode  of  pleading — Early  modes  of  trial. 

action  arose,  commanding  him  to  cause  the  }>arty  complained 
of  to  appear  in  the  king' s  court  at  a  certain  day,  to  answer  the 
complaint.  1  Spencers  Eq.  Jur.  226  ;  Crabb's  Hist.  Eng.  Law, 
109  to  112.  Arrests  for  debt  were  permitted  at  this  early  day. 
Crabb,  268. 

In  equity,  a  suit  was  commenced  by  the  filing  of  a  bill,  upon 
which  a  subpoena  issued  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  appear- 
ance of  the  defendant  in  court.    1  Spence'  s  Eq.  Jur.  368,  369. 

Section  6.  Early  mode  of  pleading.  The  appearance  of  the 
defendant  having  been  accomplished,  the  next  step  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceedings  was  the  presentation  of  the  cause  of  action 
or  the  grounds  of  defense.  This  is  an  essential  proceeding  in  every 
action,  under  every  system  of  administering  remedies,  for  it  is 
the  only  mode  of  informing  the  court  of  the  nature  of  the  claims 
made  by  the  respective  litigants.  Anciently,  in  actions  at  law, 
the  plaintiff  was  permitted  to  state  his  ground  of  complaint  in 
his  own  way,  without  being  tied  to  forms.  1  Spence' s  Eq.  Jur. 
62.  By  the  old  practice  the  declaration  or  count  might  be  made 
orally ;  but,  according  to  the  later  practice,  it  was  delivered  in 
writing.    Id.  228,  231,  232. 

The  defendant  might  interpose  dilatory  pleas,  since  he  might 
object  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  to  the  person  of  the  plain- 
tiff, as  that  he  had  not  capacity  to  sue ;  to  the  declaration,  that 
it  did  not  follow  the  writ,  or  to  the  writ  itself.  These  pleas  did 
not  relate  to  the  cause  of  action,  which  was  met  by  a  peremptory 
plea,  or  plea  in  bar.  Id.  229.  Subsequent  pleadings,  such  as 
replication,  rejoinder,  and  the  like,  were  permitted.  lb.  And 
the  great  object  then,  as  now,  was  the  joining  of  an  issue  of 
law  or  of  fact,  which  was  subsequently  to  be  tried  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  rights  of  the  respective  parties.  The 
system  of  oral  pleading  practiced  in  the  higher  English  courts  at 
an  early  period  may  be  daily  seen  in  actual  practice  in  most  of 
the  inferior  courts  of  this  country,  at  the  present  day. 

Section  7.  Early  modes  of  trial.  There  is  nothing  connected 
with  legal  proceedings  which  presents  a  stronger  contrast  than  the 
practice  relating  to  the  trial  of  actions  for  the  enforcement  of 
rights  or  the  redress  of  wrongs.  A  trial  and  an  adjudication  is 
always  essential,  but  the  modes  may  differ  most  materially. 
And  in  times  past  there  were  some  kinds  of  trial  which  were  of  a 
rude  and  unsatisfactory  nature,  but  they  have  long  been  obso- 
lete.   The  trials  in- criminal  cases  are  described  in  various  works. 
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See  4  Bla.  Com.  342  to  350.  The  trials  in  civil  actions  were  of 
several  diiSerent  kinds,  and  were  quite  numerous.  See  3  Bla. 
Com.  330  to  350 ;  Crabb's  Hist  Eng.  Law,  27,  33,  47,  115  to  124. 
As  we  read  of  these  barbarous  and  unreasonable  modes  of  ascer- 
taining the  rights  of  parties,  or  their  guilt  or  innocence,  we  are 
struck  by  the  great  improvements  which  have  been  made,  and 
by  the  wisdom  and  justice  which  pervade  our  present  systems  of 
trials.  The  superstitions  and  the  ignorance  of  the  people  will 
be  -better  comprehended  when  it  is  stated  that  at  that  Ume  there 
was  scarcely  a  person  competent  to  act  as  an  advocate  of  causes 
unless  he  was  found  among  the  clergy,  and  it  has  been  daid  that 
^'  The  priests  and  monks  alone  were  competent  to  undertake  as 
advocates  a  legal  discussion. "  1  Spence's  Eq.  Jur.  14.  And 
these  persons  for  a  long  period  acted  as  advocates  before  the 
legal  tribunals,  froiA  which  practice  they  derived  considerable 
emoluments.  lb.  After  the  Norman  conquest,  the  mode  of 
trial  by  jury  became  the  usual  and  favorite  one.  For  a  history 
of  jury  trials,  see  1  Spence's  Eq.  Jur.  112,  113,  128,  note. 

Section  8.  Records  of  trials.  Formerly  the  county  courts  and 
the  courts  of  the  hundred  were  the  ordinary  courte  of  original 
jurisdiction  for  the  trial  of  all  questiouB  not  affecting  the  king  or 
the  nobles  of  the  land  ;  these  courts  were  open  to  all,  and  the 
suitor  brought  forward  his  complaint  as  he  pleased,  without 
regard  to  fbrm.  But,  after  the  foundations  of  the  common  law, 
and  the  judicial  system,  had  become  securely  and  permanently 
fixed,  the  king's  courts,  held  by  his  justices,  were  the  ordinary 
courts  for  the  trial  of  all  questions  of  importance.  1  Spence'  s 
Eq.  Jur.  127.  Under  the  new  system  the  king  was  the  fountain 
of  justice,  and  it  was  necessary  to  procure  the  king's  writ  in  order 
to  secure  justice  in  his  courts  and  their  several  branches ;  and 
the  suit  must  be  prosecuted  according  to  the  established  forms  of 
these  courts.  lb.  In  ancient  times,  even  under  the  Anglo-Nor^ 
mans,  no  authentic  record  was  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
ordinary  tribunals ;  and  the  proceedings  in  the  county  court 
might  be  the  subject  of  controversy,  even  by  the  parties  them- 
selves, lb.  But  the  proceedings  in  the  later  courts  were  recoixled 
and  the  record  could  not  be  disputed ;  and  these  records  formed  a 
series  of  pi«cedents  for  future  decisions,  a  thing  unknown  to  the 
ancient  judicial  constitution ;  and  besides,  appeals  by  writ  of 
error  from  the  inferior  to  the  8Ui)erior  court  were  introduced.  •  lb. 
In  the  earlier   courts,  there  were    no  records  of  the  decis- 
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ions  of  any  court  which  could  serve  as  precedents.  The  decis- 
ions of  one  tribunal  were  not  binding  on  another,  nor,  indeed, 
so  far  as  can  be  learned,  was  any  court  bound  by  its  own  decis- 
ion, if  from  caprice,  or  any  other  cause,  the  opinions  of  its  mem- 
bers should  take  a  different  turn.  1  Spence'  s  Eq.  Jur.  282. 
There  is  no  notice  of  any  authentic  records  having  been  kept, 
even  of  the  proceedings  which  took  place  in  the  king's  court,  either 
originally  or  by  way  of  appeal  from  the  inferior  jurisdictions ; 
though,  no  doubt,  appeals  brought  before  the  king's  court  occas- 
ioned the  enactment  of  many  of  the  laws  contained  in  the  Codes, 
if  those  laws  were  not,  in  fact,  in  many  instances  the^very  decis- 
ions themselves.  lb.  From  this  rude  and  imperfect  method  of 
making  up  and  preserving  the  records  of  the  courts,  there  have 
been  constant  changes  and  improvements,  until  it  is  a  part  of  the 
regular  practice  to  prepare  an  accurate,  coihplete  and  authentic 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  in  an  action  from  its  commence- 
ment to  its  final  termination  ;  and  the  record  when  thus  made  up 
inports  absolute  verity,  and  concludes  all  the  parties  to  the 
action,  unless  set  aside  by  some  of  the  regularly  authorized  pro- 
ceedings allowed  by  law  for  that  purpose. 

Section  9.  Review  and  correction  of  errors.  By  the  common 
law,  at  a  quite  early  period,  a  writ  of  error  might  have  been 
obtained  whenever  there  was  error  in  the  record  ;  but  when  the 
justices  overruled  an  exception,  it  was  never  entered  upon  the 
record,  and,  therefore,  no  writ  of  error  could  be  had. 

To  remedy  this  defect,  and  as  a  necessary  check  on  the  judges 
at  that  time,  a  statute  was  enacted  which  took  away  from  the 
judges  the  discretionary  power  of  refusing  exceptions  when 
offered,  and  it  required  the  judges  to  sign  and  seal  a  bill  of 
exceptions  when  properly  required  to  do  so',  and  upon  these 
exceptions  a  review  might  be  had  on  a  writ  of  error.  Crabb's 
Hist.  Eng.  Law,  184,  185. 

By  subsequent  changes  in  the  law  every  facility  has  been 
afforded  for  a  full  and  fair  review  of  all  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
of  original  jurisdiction,  and  even  of  all  the  appellate  courts 
lower  than  the  court  of  last  resort,  until  the  right  of  review  is  as 
firmly  established  and  as  well  guarded  as  any  of  the  other 
remedies  provided  by  law.  Having  thus  briefly  shown  some  of 
the  features  of  the  practice  in  its  earlier  condition,  we  are  now 
prepared  for  a  short  sketch  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the 
common  law  and  of  the  equity  practice,  before  entering  upon 
the  details  of  thepractice  now  in  use  in  this  State. 


CHAPTER  II. 

PRACTICE  AT  LAW  PRIOB  TO  1846. 

ARTICLE  I. 

THE  COUBTS  AND  THEIB  OBGA^IZATIOK. 

Section  1.  In  general.  In  this  chapter  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  point  out  some  of  the  more  prominent  and  distinguishing 
features  of  the  common-law  practice,  which  was  in  force  in  this 
State  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1846.  To 
give  the  details  of  that  practice  at  any  great  length  would  be 
useless,  as  the  older  works  on  practice  will  furnish  that  informa- 
tion. But,  to  give  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  principal  steps  in  an 
action  at  law,  as  well  as  those  in  a  suit  in  equity,  it  is  believed 
will  better  enable  the  student  to  understand  the  present  practice, 
as  the  contrasts  thus  presented  will  fix  his  attention  upon  many 
matters  which  might  otherwise  fail  to  receive  due  consideration. 

Section  3.  The  supreme  court.  Under  the  former  system,  the 
powers  of  this  court  were  exercised  by  the  chief  justice  and  two 
associate  justices,  and  any  of  them  might  hold  the  court.  The 
original  jurisdiction  of  the  court  was  the  same  as  that  which  had 
always  been  exercised  by  that  court  from  the  organization  of  the 
State,  or  even  during  colonial  times. 

It  had  general  appellate  jurisdiction  for  the  review  and  correc- 
tion of  all  errors  that  might  occur  in  inferior  courts. 

Section  3.  Terms  of  the  court.  The  terms  were  either  general 
or  special.  The  general  terms  were  four  in  number,  the  January 
term  was  held  at  Albany ;  the  May  term  in  New  York ;  the  July 
term  in  Utica ;  and  the  October  term  in  Rochester.  These  terms 
were  deemed  to  continue  for  four  weeks  for  some  purposes,  and 
for  but  two  weeks  for  other  proceedings. 

The  special  terms  were  held  in  February,  April,  June,  Septem- 
ber and  December,  and  they  continued  until  the  business  was 
disposed  of.  These  terms  were  held  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court. 

Section  4.  Circuit  courts.  The  State  was  divided  into  eight 
circuits,  and  a  circuit  judge  was  appointed  for  each  circuit.  Tlie 
circuit  judges  usually  presided  over  these  courts,  of  which  there 
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were  at  least  two  terms  in  each  county  every  year.  The  court 
might  be  held  by  any  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court, 
or  by  any  circuit  judge. 

The  terms  continued  as  long  as  the  judge  deemed  necessary 
for  the  public  interests.  These  courts  might  be  adjourned  from 
time  to  time  as  the  court  might  direct.  These  circuit  judges  each 
possessed  the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  at  cham- 
bers, and  in  the  trial  of  issues  joined  in  the  supreme  court,  and 
in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer.  Every  circuit  judge  was  required 
to  hold  a  court  once  at  least  every  three  monthB,  for  hiring  argu- 
ments of  the  i](iatters  committed  to  his  decision.  From  the 
decisions  mado  by  the  special  terms,  or  those  made  by  the  circuit 
judges,  an  appeal  might  be  taken  to  the  supreme  court. 

Section  6.  Common  pleas*  In  each  of  the  counties  of  this  State 
there  was  a  co^rt  of  common  pleas.  The  general  jurisdiction  of 
thi^  court  h^A  been  noticed  when  discussing  the  juriBdiction  of 
the  cQunty  courts.  * 

Sectiofi  6.  New  York  superior  eourt.  This  court  has  been 
sufficiently  noticed  in  explaining  its  jurisdiction  and  powers. 


ARTICLE  IL 

THB  KINDS  OF  ACTION. 

* 

Section  h  In  general.  Under  the  former  practice  there  were 
numerous  varieties  of  common-law  actions,  each  of  which  had  a 
name,  and  was  designed  for  a  particular  purpose.  To  define 
them  is  not  now  intended,  but  a  brief  enumeration  of  most  ot 
them  win  serve  to  show  what  jurisdiction  was  exercised  by  the 
former  supreme  court  in  actions  at  law. 

Section  2.  Seal  actions.  There  were  numerous  actions  relating 
to  real  estate,  and  among  them  Ejectment,  in  ordinary  cases ;  For 
the  recovery  of  dower ;  For  non-payment  of  rent ;  For  terminating 
a  tenancy,  and  the  like  ;  Actions  for  Partition ;  of  Nuisance ;  of 
Waste ;  For  Trespass  on  lands ;  For  the  determination  of  claims 
to  land,  and  for  the  Admeasurement  of  dower.  The  subject-mat- 
ter of  these  actions  will  be  quite  fully  discussed  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  work. 

Section  3.  Personal  actions^  ex  contractu.  These  actions  were, 
Account,  Assumpsit,  Covenant,  and  Debt,  and  their  nature  and 
object  are  sufficiently  understood  by  every  lawyer  or  student. 
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Section  4.  Personal  actions^  ex  delicto.  These  actions  were 
Replevin^  Trespass,  Trespass  on  the  case,  Trover,  libel,  Slander, 
and  Malicions  prosecution.  Some  of  these  actions  will  receive 
due  attention  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


ARTICLE  in. 

THE  PARTIES  TO  ACTIOl^^S. 

Section  I.  In  general.  This  subject  is  too  extensive  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  this  place,  and  information  will  be  found  in  the  former 
works  on  practice.  There  are  one  or  two  rules  which  ought, 
however,  to  be  mentioned,  as  they  differ  essentially  from  the 
present  practice.  Under  the  old  practice  in  actions  ex  contractu^ 
the  rule  was  that  the  actions  must  have  been  brought  in  the 
name  of  the  party  in  whom  wa«  vested  the  legal  interest  in  the 
contract,  although  the  equitable  title,  or  the  real  interest,  was  in 
another  person.  1  Chit.  PL  2-6;  1  Burr.  Pr.  (2d  ed.)  60. 
Another  rule  was  that  the  assignee  of  a  personal  contract  could 
not  sue  upon  it  in  his  own  name,  but  must  bring  his  action 
in  the  name  of  the  assignor.  1  Burr.  Pr.  60.  Negotiable  paper, 
and  some  other  instruments,  formed  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule.  ^ 

In  actions  ex  delicto^  the  general  rule  was  that  the  action  must 
be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  party  whose  legal  right  had  been 
affected,  and  who  was  legally  interested  in  the  .property,  at  the 
time  the  injury  was  committed.  In  those  cases  in  which  an 
assignment  of  the  right  of  action  was  permitted,  the  assignee  must 
have  sued  in  the  assignor' s  name.  Though  the  rule  was  other- 
wise where  the  assignment  was  by  operation  of  law,  as  in  cases  of 
insolvency. 

The  rule  as  to  defendants  under  the  old  practice  does  not  seem 
to  demand  notice  here. 


ARTICLE   IV. 

OP  THB  TOEM  OF  TH£  ACTIOK. 

Seetidn  1.  In  general.  Under  the  former  system  the  form  of 
action  to  be  adopted  Was  one  of  the  first,  and  frequently  one  of 
the  most  important  and  intricate,  questions  which  the  prac- 
titioner had  to  consider. 
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The  boundaries  which  separated  one  form  of  action  from 
another  sometimes  approached  so  near  that  great  accoittcy  was 
necessary  to  guard  against  confounding  one  form  of  action  with 
another,  and  thus  making  a  wrong  selection  of  a  remedy,  the 
consequences  of  which  were  sometimes  quite  material.  If  a  party 
failed  in  his  action,  in  consequence  of  a  mistake  in  the  form,  and 
not  upon  the  merits,  he  might  commence  a  new  action,  and  the 
first  judgment  would  not  bar  a  new  suit.  The  delay  and  the 
costs,  however,  were  to  be  borne  by  the  defeated. party. 

Section  2.  Election  of  actions.  A  plaintiff  frequently  had  an 
election  as  to  the  form  of  action,  as  concurrent  remedies  for  the 
same  right  of  action,  and  various  considerations  were  to  be 
weighed  before  arriving  at  a  conclusion.  Among  other  things 
which  the  plaintiff  took  into  account  were  the  following : 

1.  The  plairUijff^  s  interest.  If  the  plaintiff  had  an  election  be- 
tween trespass  or  trover,  for  the  wrongful  conversion  or  deten- 
tion of  goods,  and  assumpsit  for  their  value,  the  advantage  of 
the  former  remedies  would  be  that  a  bare  possession  by  the 
plaintiff  would,  in  general,  sustain  them,  while  in  assumpsit  a 
stricter  right  to  the  property  might  be  required.  So  as  between 
trespass  and  replevin,  the  latter  was  not  adopted  if  there  were  a 
doubt  as  to  the  right  of  property. 

2.  As  to  bail.  Where  the  plaintiff  had  a  choice  between  an 
action  in  form  ex  contractu,  and  another  ex  delicto,  the  advan- 
tage of  the  latter  consisted  in  the  right  of  arrest,  and  to  demand 
bail,  which  might  not  be  allowed  in  the  other  form  of  action. 

8.  As  to  the  number  of  parties.  Where  there  was  a  doubt  as 
to  the  number  of  parties  to  be  joined  as  plaintiffs,  and  especially 
so  as  to  defendants,  the  preferable  action  was  in  form  ex  delicto, 
as  the  mistake  would  be  of  less  consequence  than  in  an  action 
in  form  ex  contractu. 

4.  As  to  Joinder  of  demands  in  suit.  The  practice  to  be  ob- 
served in  this  respect  was  to  adopt  that  form  of  action  which 
would  include  all  the  plaintiff  s  demands  when  this  was  prac- 
ticable. 

6.  As  to  the  defense.  In  all  cases  the  plaintiff  adopted  such 
form  of  action  as  would  abridge  the  defense  as  much  as  possible. 

6.  As  to  the  venue.  Where  there  was  a  choice  of  actions,  and 
one  of  them  was  in  its  nature  local,  and  the  other  transitory,  the 
latter  was  in  some  cases  preferred. 
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7.  As  to  the  evidence.  There  was  a  considerable  difference  be- 
tween the  various  forms  of  action  as  to  the  nature  or  quantity  of 
evidence  to  be  adduced  in  their  support,  which  was  a  matter  care- 
fully considered. 

8.  As  to  the  costs.  This  subject  was  as  important  as  any  of 
the  others,  in  many  instances. 

9.  As  to  the  judgment  This  matter  needs  little  explanation, 
except  to  remark  that  the  judgment  in  some  forms  of  action  was 
more  advantageous  than  that  in  a  different  form  of  action. 

Section  3.  Of  the  joinder  of  actions.  If  the  plaintiff  had  several 
causes  of  action  which  might  have  been  joined  in  one  action,  he 
ought  to  join  them,  for,  in  case  of  an  omission  or  refusal  to  do 
80,  the  court  might  consolidate  the  actions  at  his  expense  for  the 
application.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  cause  of  action  arose 
out  of  one  contract,  or  rested  in  an  account,  the  plaintiff  must 
have  joined  them ;  and,  if  he  split  up  causes  of  action  by  bring- 
ing a  suit  for  a  part,  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  bring  another 
action  for  the  balance. 

The  former  general  rule  was,  that  where  the  causes  of  action 
were  all  of  the  same  nature,  and  the  actions  in  the  same  form, 
they  might  be  joined  in  the  same  suit.  The  causes  of  action 
ought,  however,  to  all  exist  in  the  same  right,  for  a  demand  by  a 
party  as  executor  could  not  have  been  joined  with  one  in  his 
own  right. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  MODES  OF  OOUUBKCIKO  ACTION'S. 

• 

Section  !•  In  general.  There  were  three  modes  of  commenc- 
ing actions  under  the  former  practice,  which  were  as  follows : 

1.  By  summons^  against  corporations. 

2.  By  capias  ad  respondendum,  against  persons  not  privileged 
from  arrest ;  and, 

8.  By  declaration. 

Section  3.  Actions  by  or  against  corporations.  Actions  by  cor- 
porations might  have  been  commenced  in  the  same  way  as  actions 
by  ordinary  persons,  that  is,  by  summons,  capias,  or  declaration. 
But  actions  against  corporations,  created  by  or  under  the  laws  of 
this  State,  must,  in  all  cases,  have  been  commenced  by  a  sum- 
mons, unless,  in  some  particular  case,  the  law  provided  some 
other  process. 
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The  capiao  ad  lespondeDdani. 

The  term  ^^  sammons  "  was  only  another  name  for  an  original 
writ,  for  its  form  was,  with  some  modifications^  the  same  as  that  of 
the  original  writ,  by  which  all  actions  were  originally  required  to 
be  commenced. 

Section  3!%  The  capias  ad  re8ik)ndraditm.  The  proceeding  by 
eapias  ad  resptrndrndum,  as  a  mode  of  commemeing  an  action, 
was  borrowed  from  the  English  practice.  The  writ,  m  an  action 
in  which  bail  might  be  required,  was  a  judicial  writ,  running  in 
the  name  of  the  people,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  court  out 
of  which  it  issued  ;  was  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  the  defendant  was  to  be  found  (or,  in  some  cases,  to  a 
coroner),  commanding  him  to  taJce  {capias)  the  defendant,  if  he 
should  be  found  in  his  county,  and  keep  him  safely,  so  that  he 
might  have  his  body  before  the  justices  of  the  court,  a^  whatever 
place  the  court  might  sit,  oni  a  day  specified  (called  the  return 
day),  to  aTbswer  {ad  respondendum)  unto  the  plaintiff,  of  a  plea 
of  trespass*  And  also  {ac  etiam)  to  a  bill  of  the  said  plaintiff 
against  the  said  defendant,  for  (whatever  the  real  cause  of  action 
might  be),  according  to  the  custom  of  the  court,  before  the;  jus- 
tices thereof,  then  and  there  to  be  exhibited,  and  that  hB  have  the 
writ  in  court  on  the  return  day.  It  was  then  witnessed,  or  tested^ 
in  the  name  of  the  chief  justice^  or,  if  there  were  no  chief  justice, 
in  th^  name  of  any  justice  of  the  court,  and  was  lastly  subscribed 
with  the  names  of  the  clerks  of  the  court,  and  of  the  plaintiff's 
attorney.  The  mode  of  making  out  the  writ,  and  of  issuing  it, 
and  the  various  incidents  connected  therewith,  will  not  be 
detailed  here.  The  writ  was  executed  agreeably  to  its  command, 
by  the  arrest  of  the  defendant,  and  detaining  him  until  discharged 
according  to  law,  which  was  usually;  done  by  the  execution,  of  a 
bail  bond  for  that  puirpose.  The. niodQ. of  returning th^writ,  and 
the  subsequent  proceedings  before  appearance,  or  on,  appearing, 
need  no  notice  in  this  place. 

If  the  action  was  one  in  which  the  defendanjt  could  not  be 
arrested,  the  plaintiff  proceeded  by  a  non  bailcAle  capias, 
which  resembled  the  bailable  capiat  in  all  respects,  exjcept  that 
the  cause  of  action  was  not  required  to  be  specified ;  the  djefendant 
being  merely  required  to  answer  the  plaintiff  "  of  a  plea  ofires^ 
pass^  This  process  was  executed  by  merely  showing  it  to  the 
defendant,  and  serving  it  on  him  personally,  who.  ui^ually 
indorsed  his  appearance  on.  the .  writ,   If.  he  refused,  tot  do  tbis^ 
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the  sheriff  might  return  th0  writ  ^^ personally  served^'' ^  when 
the  clerk  would  enter  an  appearance  for  the  defendant. 

When  the  defendant  had  thus  appeared  in  the  action,  or  an 
appearance  had  been  duly  entered  by  the  clerk,  the  action  was 
commenced,  and  the  defendant  before  the  court 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  capias  was  executed  by  the  sheriff 
or  one  of  his  deputies,  or  by  a  coroner,  or  an  elisor  when  the 
sheriff  was  incapacitated.  The  sheriff  might  also  depute  any 
person  selected  by  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  but  private  per- 
sons could  not  serve  process  as  is  permitted  under  the  present 
practice,  except  in  the  case  of  commencing  a  suit  by  declaration, 
and  then  any  person  might  serve  the  copy,  as  is  now  done  in  the 
service  of  a  copy  of  summons- and  complaint 

Section  4.  Commencing  suits  by  declaration.  All  personal 
actions,  except  replevin,  might  have  been  commenced  by  decla- 
ration. The  mode  of  commencing  an  action  in  this  way  was  to 
dr^w  a  declaration  in  the  same  manner  as  though  intended  to 
be  filed  with  a  capias.  It  was  then  filed  in  the  office  of  one  of 
the  clerks  of  the  supreme  court,  and  a  copy  of  it,  indorsed 
with  a  notice  to  plead  according  to  the  practice  of  the  court,  was 
served  upon  the  defendant  personally.  When  the  declaration 
had  been  duly  filed  and  served  and  returned,  the  action  was 
commenced,  and  the  defendant  was  considered  as  in  court. 

When  an  acticm  had  been  duly  instituted  in  either  of  the 
modes  specified,  the  parties  were  ready  for  the  various  steps  in 
the  pleadings,  and  that  matter  will  form  the  subject  of  the  next 
article. 

ARTICLE  VL 

THE  PLEADIlfrGS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  forms  of  common-law^  pleadings 
under  the  old  system  differed  quite  widely  from  the  system 
introduced  by  the  Code  of  Procedure,  which  allows  no  pleadings 
but  a  complaint,  answer,  reply  or  demurrer.  The  old  system 
permitted  the  plaintiff  a  declaration,  replication,  surrejoinder 
and  a  surrebutter ;  while  either  party  might  interpose  a  demur- 
rer to  his  opponent's  pleading. 

The  object  of  pleading  under  that  system  was  to  narrow  the 

controversy  to  some  direct  issue  on  a  particular  point  or  matter 

of  £EU>t,  or  an  issue  of  law  raised  by  a  demurrer  to-  some  pleading* 

64 
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Under  the  Code  there  is  no  pleading  subsequent  to  the  reply, 
and  any  new  matter  of  fact  will  be  deemed  to  be  in  issue  for  all 
the  purposes  of  a  trial.  .  Code,  §  168. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  former  system  of  pleadings  was 
the  plea  of  the  ^'general  issue,"  which  not  only  put  in  issue 
the  truth  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  declaration,  but  also  per- 
mitted numerous  other  defenses  of  an  affirmative  character,  such 
as  payment,  or  its  equivalent,  performance  of  the  contract,  accord 
and  satisfaction,  arbitrament  and  award,  a  release,  a  former 
recovery,  and  numerous  other  similar  defenses.  Under  the  Code, 
new  matter  by  way  of  avoidance  of  the  cause  of  action,  must  be 
set  up  in  the  answer  to  be  available  as  a  defense. 

The  original  theory  of  pleading  is  that  the  several  pleadings 
are  delivered  orally,  in  term  time,  in  open  court,  although  in  fact 
the  process  is  conducted  by  filing  written  pleadings  with  the 
clerk  of  the  proper  court,  and  by  serving  a  copy  upon  the 
adverse  party,  or  his  attorney.  Where  an  issue  had  been  pro- 
duced, the  cause  was  ready  for  trial,  either  as  an  issue  of  law 
or  of  fact. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

OF  THE  TRIAL. 

Section  1.  The  trial  of  issues  of  law.  The  trial  of  issues  of  law 
arising  upon  a  demurrer  was  had  on  an  argument  before  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  a  general  term  of  the  court. 
In  giving  judgment  the  court  considered  the  whole  record  and 
rendered  judgment  against  the  party  who  committed  the  first 
error  in  substance  in  pleading :  as,  for  instance,  on  a  demurrer  to 
a  replication,  if  that  pleading  were  bad,  but  the  plea  was  also 
bad,  then  judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  unless  his  declar- 
ation was  also  bad,  in  which  case  judgment  would  be  given  for 
the  defendant.  This  rule  did  not  apply  to  cases  of  demurrer  to  a 
plea  in  abatement,  nor  where  the  first  error  was  one  merely  of 
form.  Pleadings  held  to  be  defective  were  allowed  to  be  amen- 
ded on  the  payment  of  costs.  If  a  demurrer  was  overruled  it 
might  generally  be  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs,  though  the 
statute  limited  this  right  in  some  cases. 

Section  2.  The  trial  of  issues  of  fact.  Where  the  trial  of  the 
cause  would  require  the  examination  of  a  long  account,  on  either 
side,  a  reference  might  be  ordered.    So  in  some  cases  of  intricacy 
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or  importance^  a  special  jury  might  be  had,  on  special  leave 
given  by  the  court.  In  certain  cases,  a  jury  was  summoned 
from  another  county,  and  it  was  termed  a  foreign  jury. 

The  general  practice,  however,  was  to  try  the  issues  of  fact, 
at  the  circuit  court,  before  a  jury,  which  did  not  differ  from  the 
present  mode  in  any  important  particulars,  unless  it  was  in 
relation  to  the  rule  which  required  the  plaintiff  to  notice  the 
cause,  and  to  bring  it  to  trial,  and  in  default  of  so  doing,  the 
defendant  might  move  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  on 
account  of  such  omission.  The  statute  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff  to  bring  the  issues  of  fact  to  trial,  and  if  he  neglected 
this,  judgment  plight  be  given  for  the  defendant,  as  in  cases  of 
nonsuit.  2  R.  S.  423,  §  82.  The  statute  did  not  extend  to 
replevin,  feigned  issues,  or  errors  in  fact,  for  the  defendant 
might  bring  those  on  for  trial. 


ARTICLE  Vm, 

JUDGMENTS. 

Section  I.  In  general.  A  judgment  is  «aid  to  be  the  sentence 
of  the  law,  pronounced  by  the  court  upon  the  matters  contained 
in  the  record.  3  Bla.  Com.  395.  Judgments  were  of  three  kinds : 

1.  Where  the/acts  were  confessed  by  the  parties,  and  the  law 
determined  by  the  court,  as  in  case  of  judgment  on  demurrer. 

2,  Where  the  law  wsfi  admitted  by  the  parties,  andthe/acfe  dis- 
puted, as  in  case  of  a  judgment  on  verdict ;  and  3.    Where  one 
of  the  parties  failed  to  pursue  his  litigation,  in  consequence  of* 
which  the  action  was  prematurely  terminated,  as  in  case  of 
judgments  by  default,  cognovit,  nan  pros,  nonsuit,  and  the  like. 

Judgments  were  also  interlocutory  or  final.  The  former  were 
such  as  were  given  in  some  intermediate  stage  of  the  cause,  upon 
some  plea  or  proceeding  which  did  not  finally  determine  or 
complete  the  suit ;  or  they  were  such  as  merely  determined  the 
right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover,  without  ascertaining  the  amount 
to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  which  required  further  proceed- 
ings to  render  them  complete.  Of  this  description  were  judg- 
ments on  default,  and,  in  some  cases,  on  demurrer.  ^ 

Final  judgments  were  such  as  at  once  put  an  end  to  the 
action,  by  declaring  that  the  plaintiff  had  or  had  not  entitled 
himself  to  recover  the  debt  or  damages  sued  for ;  and  they  were 
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either  rendered  in;  the  first  instance,  or  as  consequent  to  the 
entry  of  an  interlocutory  judgment.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
that,  under  the  former  system,  when  the  defendant  failed  to  make 
Ms  defense  by  pleading  within  the  proper  time,  his  d^ault  was 
entered  in  the  book  of  common  rules,  and  upon  that,  an  order 
was  entered  directing  that  judgment  pass  against  the  defendant. 
In  actions  of  debt  upon  bond  for  the  payment  of  money,  the 
judgment  on  default  wn,^Jlnal^  as  no  proceedings  were  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  amount  due  to  the  plaintiff!    . 

But  in  actions  sounding  in  damages,  as  assumpsit,  covenant^ 
trespass,  case  and  replevin,  and  some  others,  the  judgment  on  the 
default  wasj  in  the  first  instance^  merely  interlocutory^  that  is, 
intermediate  and  incomplete,  establishing  the  plaintiff's  rigM 
to  recover,  but  leaving  the  quantum  of  damages  to  be  judicially 
ascertained.  This  was  done  by  a  reference  to  one  of  the  clerks, 
or  by  a  sheriff's  jury.  After  the  assessment  of  the  damages  in 
either  mode,  a  final  judgment  was  entered. 

Section  2.  Judgments  on  issues  of  law.  The  judgment  on  the 
decision  of  a  demurrer  was  usually  awarded  by  the  court  at  the 
time  of  delivering  their  opinions.  The  judgment  for  the  plaintiff 
on  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  in  abatement,  or  on  demurrer  to  a  repli- 
cation to  such  a  plea,  was  that  the  defendant  answer  over  or 
plead  anew;  On  all  other  issues  in  law  arising  on  the  pleading, 
the  judgment  was,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  ;  and  it  was  either 
final  or  interlocutory,  according  to  the  form  of  the  action.  If  the 
judgment  was  interlocutory,  further  proceedings  were  taken  for 
the  assessment  of  damages^  after  which,  final  judgment  was 
*entered. 

Upon  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  in  abatement,  or  to  13ie  replication 
to  such  plea,  a.  judgment  in  the  defendant's  favor,  was,  that  the 
plaintiff's  Mil  (or  vrrif)  be  quoBhed^  whi<;h  defeated  that  action 
with  costs  to  the  defendant,  but  leaving  the  plaintiff's  right  of 
action  on  a  future  occasion  unimpaired.  On  all  other  issues  in 
law  arising  on  the  pleadings,  the  judgment  for  the  defendant  was, 
that  the  plaintiff  take  nothing  hy  Ms  hill  (or  vyrit^  or  declara- 
tion\  and  that  the  defendant  should  recover  his  costs.  By  this 
jud^ent,  not  only  the  present  suit  but  the  plaintiff' s  right  of 
action  jn  any  case  was  defeated  entirely.  The  di^lfeiience  between 
the  former  system  and  the  present,  in  relation  to  pleading  mat- 
ters in  abatement)  will  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  two  modes. 
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Section  3.  Judgments  on  issues  of  fact.  On  issues  of  law  the 
judgment  was  pronounced  at  the  time  of  deciding  the  issue. 
But,  in  the  case  of  a  verdict  rendered  on  the  trial  of  an  issue  in 
fdct^  there  was  no  such  actual  award  of  judgment.  The  sup- 
position was,  that,  after  the  trial  at  the  circuit,  the  successful  party 
appeared  in  court  in  banc,  and  on  exhibiting  and  filing  the  plead- 
ings and  minutes  of  the  trial,  showing  its  result,  moved  for  and 
obtained  a  rule  for  judgment  according  to  the  verdict.  In  point 
of  fact,  there  was  no  such  appearance  or  motion,  and  no  actual 
delivery  of  j  udgment  The  whole  effect  of  these  pl*oceeding9  was 
had  and  expressed  by  a  oommtm  rvle^  which  was  entered  in  the 
clerk' s  oflSce,  ds  of  coursey  by  the  attorney  for  the  prevailing 
party,  on  filing  the  neoessary  papers,  whether  the  issue  joined 
was  one  on  a  pleading  in  abatement  or  in  bar  of  the  action,  the 
judgment  on  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  was  in  either  case 
ikai  he  recovery  according  to  the  nature  of  the  action. 

If  issue  was  joined  on  a  plea  in  abatment,  and  the  plea  was 
found  true  by  the  jury,  the  judgment  in  every  form  of  action 
was,  that  the  plaintiff's  Mil  (or  writ)  be  qv/iaJiedy  and  that  the 
defendant  recovers  his  costs. 

If  issue  was  joined  on  a  plea  in  bar,  and  a  verdict  was  found 
in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the  judgment  was,  that  the  plaintiff 
take  nothing  hy  his  biUy  and  that  the  defendant  recover  his 
costs.  A  principal  quality  of  the  judgment  rendered  on  an  issue 
of  fact  tried  by  a  jury,  was,  that  it  was  always  finaly  as  distin- 
guished firom  tiie  interlocutory  judgments  which  have  been  men- 
tioned ;  for  the  jury,  when  they  found  for  the  plaintiff,  always 
assessed  his  damages  at  the  time  of  delivering  their  verdict.  The 
delay  in  entering  judgments  or  the  proceedings  in  suspension, 
will  not  be  here  noticed. 

Section  4.  Nature  and  form  of  judgments.  A  statement  in 
detail  of  all  the  forms  and  imodes  of  entering  judgments  need 
not  be  made.  It  is  sufficient  to  state  generally  that  the  record 
was  so  made  up  as  to  show  all  the  principal  steps  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  action,  from  its  commencement  until  the  filing  of 
the  record. 
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Execution  against  property. 


ARTICLE   IX. 

THE  EXECUTION. 

Section  1*  In  general.  The  practice  in  relation  to  executions 
has  been  changed  in  some  respects,  but,  on  the  whole,  remains 
substantially  as  before,  as  to  the  sale  of  property,  or  the  arrest  of 
the  body.    See  Code,  §  291. 

Section  2.  Execution  against  property.  An  execution  agamst 
real  or  personal  property  was  enforced  much  in  the  same  way 
that  it  is  now  done. 

Section  3.  Execution  against  the  person*  There  was  nothing 
in  the  former  practice  in  this  respect  which  requires  notice. 

Section  4.  Non-imprisonment  act.  This  act  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  also  to  aid  in 
the  collection  of  judgments  in  cases  in  which  the  defendant's 
person  could  not  be  taken  in  execution,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act  As  this  remedy  is  stUl  in  force,  no  further 
explanation  is  required. 

Section  6.  Attachments.  The  Revised  Statutes  provided  for  an 
attachment  of  the  property  of  absconding,  concealed  and  non- 
resident debtors.  2  R.  S.  1.  This  subject  has  no  immediate 
connection  with  the  subject  of  executions,  yet,  as  one  of  the 
remedies  for  collecting  debts,  it  is  alluded  to. 

Section  6.  Creditor's  bill.  Whenever  an  execution  against  the 
property  of  a  defendant  had  been  issued  on  a  judgment  at  law, 
and  returned  unsatisfied  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  party  suing  out 
such  execution  might  file  a  bill  in  chancery  to  compel  a  dis- 
covery of  the  property  of  the  defendant.    2  R.  S.  173,  §  38. 

Section  7.  General  remedies.  In  concluding  this  subject^  it 
may  be  stated  that  a  judgment  might  formerly  have  been  en- 
forced by  an  execution  against  pro2)erty,  or  against  the  person, 
when  permitted  by  law.  K  these  failed  of  procuring  its  satis- 
faction, proceedings  by  way  of  a  creditor's  bill,  or  under  the 
provisions  of  the  non-imprisonment  act,  were  his  only  modes  of 
collecting  the  judgment. 

In  some  cases  an  attachment  might  have  been  procured,  but 
as  that  was  not  a  remedy  intended  merely  to  aid  in  enforcing 
judgments,  it  is  not  discussed.    It  was  not  until  the  Code  pro* 
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vided  for  it  that  there  was  an  examination  or  other  proceedings 
supplementary  to  execution. 

Section  8.  Writ  of  error.  This  proceeding,  by  way  of  review 
of  the  judgments  of  the  supreme  court,  was  the  mode  of  correct- 
ing such  errors  in  law  as  might  have  occurred  in  the  various  pro- 
ceedings in  the  supreme  court.  The  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors  was  the  highest  appellate  tribunal  in  this  State  under  the 
former  practice.  See  the  title,  Court  of  Appeals,  in  this  work. 
The  supreme  court  also  corrected  eiTors  in  fact  which  might 
have  occurred  in  that  court.  And  it  also  corrected  the  errors  of 
inferior  courts,  whether  the  error  was  of  fact  or  of  law. 

Section  9.  Conclusion.  From  this  brief  sketch  the  student  will 
perceiye  that  though  the  changes  in  the  practice  are  important  in 
relation  to  particulars,  it  remains  unchanged  in  the  great  essen- 
tials of  an  action.  In  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  work  the 
details  of  the  present  practice  will  be  pointed  out  with  care,  and 
with  minuteness,  and  with  as  much  accuracy  as  can  be  secured 
by  the  most  patient  labor  for  that  purpose. 


CHAPTER  III. 

PEACTICE  IN  EQUITY  PBIOB  TO  1846. 

ARTICLE  I. 

OBQANIZATIO^  OF  THE  COURT  OF  CHANCEBT. 

Section  1.  In  generjal.  Under  the  former  eystem,  the  conrt  of 
chancery  of  this  State  possessed  a  jurisdiction  and  power  co- 
extensive with  that  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  in  England, 
with  the  exceptions,  additions  and  limitations,  created  and  im- 
posed by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State. 

The  whole  power  of  the  courts  was  vested  in  the  chancellor. 
He  exercised  an  original  jurisdiction  in  every  case  co-extensive 
with  the  State ;  and  an  appellate  jurisdiction  where  a  concur- 
rent power  was  vested  in  the  vice-chancellor. 

The  circuit  judges  in  each  of  the  eight  circuits  into  which  the 
State  was  divided,  exercised,  under  the  name  of  vice-chancellors, 
concurrently  with  the  chancellor,  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, and  exclusive  of  any  other  circuit  judge,  all  the  powers 
of  the  chancellor  in  the  following  cases :  When  either  the  cause 
or  matter  arose  within  the  circuit,  or  the  subject-matter  in  con- 
troversy was  situated  therein,  or  the  defendants  or  persons  pro- 
ceeded against,  or  either  of  them  resided  therein,  subject  to  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor.  The  chancellor  was 
authorized,  not  only  to  review  any  decisions  of  the  vice-chancel- 
lors on  appeal,  but  also  to  withdraw  a  cause  from  them  when  it 
was  ready  to  be  set  down  for  a  hearing  and  hear  it  himself.  He 
might,  also,  refer  to  them  the  hearing  or  decision  of  any  motion 
or  of  any  cause  set  down  for  hearing  before  him ;  and  might 
require  them  to  execute  such  other  powers  and  duties  in  relation 
to  any  matter  in  the  court  of  chancery  as  he  should,  from  time 
to  time,  direct ;  and  might,  by  general  rules,  prescribe  the  time 
and  manner  in  which  proceedings  might  be  had,  and  causes 
brought  to  a  hearing  before  them,  and  the  cases  in  which  a  re- 
hearing might  be  had  before  them.  1  Van  Sant.  Eq.  Pr.  4.  The 
officers  of  the  court  were  masters,  examiners,  a  register,  assist- 
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ant  register,  clerks,  sheriffs,  solicitoors  and  counselors.  Of  these 
it  is  only  necessary  to  speak  hero  of  the  masters  and  examiners. 
They  were  both  very  important  oflScers  in  the  organization  of 
the  court,  and  to  the  prosecution  of  a  suit  or  proceeding  in 
equity.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  masters  to  hear  and  determine, 
or  report  to  the  court,  upon  such  interlocutory  matters  in  suits 
or  proceedings  as  might  by  order  be  referred  to  them.  It  was 
the  duty  of  examiners  to  take  and  reduce  to  writing  all  the  oral 
testimony  or  proof,  as  it  was  called,  in  an  equity  suit  upon 
which  the  cause  was  to  be  heard  by  the  chancellor,  or  by  any 
of  the  vice-chancellors.  Under  the  present  practice  a  referee 
performs  the  duties  formerly  discharged  by  a  master,  and  the 
evidence  is  now  taken  orally  as  in  actions  at  law. 


ARTICLE  II. 

POBHEB  JTJBISDICnOiq'  AS  TO  ACTIONS  FOB  BELIEF. 

Section  1.  In  general.  It  is  not  intended  to  discuss  at  any 
length,  in  this  place,  the  character  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  further  than  to  point  out  the  princixml  actions  x>r  cases 
which  were  regarded  as  proi)er  subjects  for  equitable  interfer- 
ence or  relief. 

In  Adams'  Equity  will  be  found  an  explanation  of  the  princi- 
pal cases  in  which  courts  of  equity  have  usually  acted.  The 
first  subject  mentioned  in  that  work  is  **  Discovery,"  which  is 
the  power  to  compel  a  defendant  to  disclose  such  facts,  knowl- 
edge, information  or  belief,  as  he  may  be  able,  if  they  are  mate- 
rial to  the  plaintiff's  case.  And  this  rule  was  carried  so  far  as  to 
compel  a  discovery  in  equity,  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  evi- 
dence in  an  action  at  law.  There  was  also  a  similar  jurisdiction 
in  suits  for  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses  abroad,  or  for  the 
perpetuation  of  testimony,  or  for  examinations  de  bene  esse.  Of 
those  cases  in  which  courts  of  ordinary  jurisdiction  could  not 
enforce  a  right,  may  be  mentioned  the  following :  Trusts,  both 
ordinary  and  charitable ;  Specific  performance ;  Election ;  Imper- 
fect consideration ;  Discharge  by  matter  in  pais  of  contracts 
under  seal ;  Mortgages,  perfect  or  imperfect ;  Conversion ; 
Priorities ;  Tacking ;  Re-execution ;  Correction  ;  Rescission  and 
Cancellation  ;  Injunctions  against  proceeding  at  law ;  Bills  of 

peace  ;  Bills  of  interpleader ;  Injunction  against  Tort. 

65 
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Again,  those  cases  in  which  ordinary  courts  could  not  admin- 
ister a  right,  were  the  following :  Account ;  Partition ;  Assign- 
ment of  dower ;  Subtraction  of  tithes  ;  Ascertainment  of  bound- 
ary ;  Partnership ;  Administration  of  testamentary  assets ;  Con- 
tribution and  exoneration ;  Marshalling ;  Infistncy  ;  and  Idiocy 
and  Lunacy. 

For  full  information  as  to  this  subject,  the  student  is  referred 
to  those  works  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  the  principles  of  equity 
jurisprudence.  But  enough  has  been  stated  to  show  that  a  large 
number  of  cases  were  regarded  as  within  the  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  court  of  equity.  All  such  cases  are  now  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court,  which  acts  in  the  capacity  of 
a  court  of  equity,  in  all  equitable  matters,  while  the  same  court, 
held  by  this  same  judge,  also  acts  as  a  court  of  law  in  all  l^al 
actions. 


ARTICLE  m. 

MODE  OF  COMMMENCING  A  CHAKCERT  SUIT. 

Section  1.  In  general.  A  suit  in  equity,  when  commenced  by 
what  was  called  an  original  bill,  was  either  for  reliefs  that  is, 
praying  the  decree  of  the  court  upon  some  right  or  claim, 
insisted  upon  by  the  plaintiff,  in  opposition  to  those  set  up  by 
the  defendant ;  or  for  discovery y  or  to  obtain  and  perpetuate  the 
testimony  of  witnesses. 

In  either  of  those  cases,  under  the  old  practice  in  chancery, 
the  appearance,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  defendant  was  essential 
to  enable  the  complainant  to  obtain  either  relief  or  discovery  ; 
for,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  rules  by  the  chancellor, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  no  bill  could  be 
taken  as  confessed,  until  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  had 
been  entered.  In  case  of  a  bill  of  discovery,  an  answer  was,  of 
course,  essential  to  the  remedy  sought,  and  such  answer  could 
not  be  put  in  until  after  appearance;  and,  therefore,  the  first  step 
on  the  part  of  the  complainant  in  an  equity  suit  was  to  compel 
an  appearance  by  the  defendant. 

Section  2.  Equity  suit  how  commenced.  An  equity  suit  was 
commenced  by  filing  in  the  proper  office  a  bill  of  complaint, 
which  contained  a  statement  of  the  facts,  out  of  which  the  com- 
plainant's  claim  had  arisen,  and  praying  the  relief  sought  in  the 
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action  ;  and  also  process  of  stcbpoena  to  compel  the  defendant 
to  appear  and  answer  the  bill.  Upon  filing  the  bill,  a  writ  of 
sicbpcsna  issued,  commanding  the  defendant  to  appear  in  court 
on  a  certain  day,  before  the  chancellor,  or  the  proper  vice-chan- 
cellor, to  answer  the  bill  of  complaint. 

Upon  the  service  of  the  siibpoma  on  the  defendant,  he  was 
bound  to  enter  his  appearance  within  twenty  days  after  the 
appearance  day  mentioned  in  the  writ.  If  he  neglected  or 
refused  so  to  do,  the  complainant  obtained  an  order  of  course 
that  an  attachment  issue.  There  was  ample  provision  for  com- 
pelling an  appearance  either  by  natural  persons  or  by  corpora- 
tions. 

Such  extreme  proceedings  were,  however,  seldom  needed,  as  a 
resident  defendant  usually  answered  in  due  time  and  manner  ; 
and  in  the  case  of  a  non-resident,  absent  or  concealed  defendant, 
when  no  personal  service  could  be  made,  the  law  authorized  a  pub- 
lication to  be  made  against  him,  and  directed  his  appearance  to 
be  entered.  If  he  then  failed  to  answer,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  as  confessed. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

PABTIES    TO  A  SUIT  IK  BQUITT. 

* 

Section  1.  In  general.  As  the  present  practice  is  generally  the 
same  as  the  former  chancery  practice,  in  relatiom  to  the  parties 
to  the  action,  no  explanations  are  required. 

ARTICLE  V. 

PLEADINGS   IN  A  SUIT  IN  EQUITT. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  defendant  having  appeared,  if 
he  determined  to  contest  the  plaintiff's  claim,  proceeded  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  bill  and  to  make  preparation  for  putting  in 
his  defense,  which  was  either  by  demurrer,  plea  or  answer. 

A  demurrer  might  be  interposed  when  it  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  bill,  that  there  was  no  equity  in  the  case  on  the  part  of  the 
complainant. 

A  plea  was  proper  when  it  was  desired  to  set  up  some  matter 
of  defense,  which  did  not  appear  in  the  bill,  but  which  was  suflS- 
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cient  to  show  that  the  suit  should  be  dismissed,  delayed  or 
barred. 

An  answer  was  the  most  usual  mode  of  defense ;  and  this 
pleading  either  confessed  and  avoided,  or  it  traversed  and  denied, 
the  several  allegations  in  the  bill ;  or  it  might  admit  the  .case 
made  by  the  bill  and  submit  the  questions  arising  thereon  to  the 
court ;  or  it  might  ask  the  judgment  of  the  court  upon  a  new 
case  made  by  the  answer,  or  it  might  submit  both  to  the  court. 
All  these  defenses  might  be  joined ;  that  is,  the  defendant  might 
at  the  same  time  demur,  plead  and  answer  to  separate  parts 
of  the  same  bill. 

The  defendant  might,  if  he  chose,  'put  in  ^disclaiTriersiud.  thus 
terminate  the  suit  at  once,  by  disclaiming  all  rights  and  interest 
in  the  matter  sought  in  the  bilL 

This  distinguishing  feature  of  a  bill  in  equity  was,  that  it  was 
not  only  used  as  a  pleading,  or  mere  statement  of  the  facts  con- 
stituting the  cause  of  action,  but  it  was  also  an  examination  of 
the  defendant.  Besides  this,  the  complainant  was  permitted  to 
set  forth  collateral  circumstances  in  addition  to  the  &cts  upon 
which  his  claim  for  relief  was  based,  and  by  means  of  special 
interrogatories  in  his  bill,  he  might  require  the  defendant  to 
answer  under  oath  as  to  these  interrogatories.  The  advantage 
of  this  proceeding  was  very  great  at  a  time  when  the  parties  to  an 
ordinary  legal  action  could  not  be  compelled  to  testify,  and, 
therefore,  bills  in  equity  were  frequently  filed  in  aid  or  defense 
of  actions  at  law. 


ARTICLE  VI, 

TBiAL  OF  strrrs  in  equitt. 

Section  I.  In  general.  In  reference  to  the  trial  of  suits  in 
equity,  nothing  more  will  be  done  than  to  point  out  some  of  the 
principal  differences  between  this  mode  of  trial  and  that  of  a  trial 
at  law. 

Section  2.  No  jury.  The  first,  and  one  of  the  principal  dis- 
tinctions between  trials  at  law  and  those  in  equity  is,  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  no  jury  is  used  for  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact  raised 
by  the  pleadings. 

The  chancellor  might,  however,  direct  the  trial  of  issues  by  a 
jury,  by  an  order  sending  the  issues  to  a  court  of  law  for  trials 
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in  the  ordinary  way  of  trying  causes  by  a  jury.  Feigned  issues 
might  be  ordered  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

But  the  general  practice  was  for  the  court  to  decide  all  matters 
of  fact  upon  the  evidence  introduced  in  the  cause. 

Section  3«  The  eyideBce*  Another  peculiarity  of  an  equity 
trial  was,  that  the  evidence  was  taken  in  writing  before  the  hear- 
ing, and  afterward  submitted  in  that  form  to  the  courts  instead 
of  taking  the  oral  statements  of  the  witness,  in  the  usual  mode 
of  examining  them  in  a  court  of  law. 

As  ;pnll  be  seen  elsewhere,  this  rule  has  been  abrogated,  and 
the  evidence  in  equity  suits  is  now  taken  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  actions  at  law. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

DEOBEES  IN'   EQT7ITY  SXHTS. 

Section  !•  In  general.    A  decree  is  a  sentence  or  order  of  the 
courts  corresponding  to  the  jvdgment  of  a  court  of  law,  pro- 
nounced after  the  hearing  or  submission  of  the  cause ;  by  which 
the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  suit  are  determined  and  settled  ac 
cording  to  equity  and  good  conscience. 

Decrees  are  of  two  kinds — interlocutory  visA  final. 

Section  2.  Interloeutory  decrees.  An  interlocutory  decree  is 
properly  a  decree  pronounced  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
some  matter  of  law  or  of  JEact  preparatory  to  a  final  decree.  If 
some  material  feict  or  circumstance,  necessary  to  be  made  known 
to  the  court,  is  not  stated  in  the  pleadings,  or  is  so  imperfectly 
ascertained  by  them  that  the  court  is  unable  to  render  a  fiTial 
determination  between  the  parties,  and  a  reference  to  a  master, 
or  an  inquiry  before  him,  or  a  trial  of  the  &cts  before  a  jury 
upon  a  feigned  issue,  becomes  necessary,  the  decree  entered  for 
that  purpose  is  an  interlocutory  decree  ;  and  the  court,  in  the 
mean  time,  suspends  its  final  decree,  untU,  by  the  master's  re- 
port, or  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  it  is  enabled  to  decide  jfJnoZZy. 
Among  the  numerous  instances  in  which  a  reference  to  a  master 
is  made,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  taking  of  accounts,  the  sale  of  estates,  the  distribution 
of  funds,  the  ascertainment  of  debts,  or  the  computation  of  sums 
due.  This  subject  is  fully  explained  elsewhere,  as  a  part  of  the 
present  system  of  practice. 
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Section  3.  Final  deerees.  A  decree  is  final  when  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  material  and  necessary  to  a  complete  explana- 
tion of  the  matters  in  litigation  are  brought  before  the  court,  and 
so  fully  and  clearly  ascertained,  on  both  sides,  that  the  court  is 
enabled,  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  case  made  out  and  re- 
lied upon  by  each  party,  finally  to  determine  between  them, 
according  to  equity  and  good  conscience.  In  other  words,  when 
a  decree  finally  decides  and  disposes  of  the  whole  merits  of  the 
cause,  and  reserves  no  further  questions  or  directions  for  the 
future  judgment  of  the  court,  so  that  it  will  not  be  necess^fy  to 
bring  the  cause  again  before  the  court  for  its  final  decision,  it  is 
a  final  decree. 

A  decree  may  be  final  notwithstanding  there  may  be  some  acts 
to  be  done  subsequent  to  the  decision,  if  the  consequential  direc- 
tions are  contained  in  the  decree.  So  that  no  further  directions 
are  needed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  parties  the  full  benefit 
of  the  previous  decision. 

Section  4.  Further  orders.  In  some  instances  decrees,  al- 
though final  in  their  nature,  may  require  the  confirmation  of  a 
further  order  of  the  court  before  they  can  be  acted  upon. 

In  some  cases  it  may  happen  that  a  final  decision  upon  all  the 
points  of  the  case  cannot  be  made  until  a  future  period,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  distribution  of  a  fund  among  a  particular  class  of 
individuals,  after  the  death  of  a  person  named,  but  who  is  still 
living.  In  such  instances,  the  decree  is  final  in  some  respects, 
but  liberty  is  reserved  for  the  applications  of  those  interested  in 
such  fund,  whenever  it  becomes  distributable. 

Section  6.  Rectifying  decrees.  Formerly,  so  long  as  the  decree 
remained  in  the  form  of  minutes,  or  until  it  had  been  settled  and 
entered  by  the  register,  it  might  have  been  rectified  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  court  by  petition  or  on  motion.  And  even  impor- 
tant matters  might  be  brought  before  the  court  upon  an  applica- 
tion to  vary  the  minutes.  These  applications  must  have  been 
made  to  the  court  or  officer  by  which  the  decree  was  pronounced, 
and  the  chancellor  had  no  power  to  alter  a  decree  made  by  a 
vice-chancellor,  except  upon  an  api)eal.  After  a  decree  had 
been  settled  and  entered,  the  court  would  not  entertain  an  appli- 
cation to  vary  it,  unless  upon  consent  of  all  parties,  or  except  as 
to  matters  which  were  quite  of  course,  as  where  the  decree  was 
obviously  wrong,  or  there  was  a  clear  mistake  by  the  court  or 
the  counsel  in  drawing  it  up.    The  proper  mode  of  having  a 
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decree  rectified  in  matters  of  substance  was,  by  applying  to  have 
the  cause  reheard. 

Section  6.  Behearing.  A  decree  which  had  been  entered,  but 
not  enrolled,  might  be  reheard  if  any  important  error  had  occur- 
red, or  any  thing  material  had  been  omitted  in  the  decree.  A 
rehearing  was  not  a  matter  of  course,  except  in  cases  provided 
for  by  the  rules  of  the  court.  In  other  cases  it  rested  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  chancellor. 


ARTICLE    Vm. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  From  the  decisions  of  a  vice-chancel- 
lor, an  appeal  might  have  been  brought  to  the  chancellor ;  and 
from  the  decision  of  the  latter,  an  appeal  lay  to  the  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

EXECUTION  OF  DECREES. 

Section  1.  In  general.  It  was  a  general  principle  of  this  court 
that  it  had  power  to  issue  all  process  which  might  be  necessary 
to  carry  its  decrees  into  effectual  execution. 

K  a  party  neglected  or  refused  to  obey  a  decree,  the  first  step  by 
way  of  enforcing  it  was  by  a  writ  of  execution,  which  was  a  pro- 
cess of  the  court,  under  its  seal,  reciting  the  decree  of  the  court,  or 
the  substance,  or  some  part  thereof,  and  requiring  obedience  to  so 
much  of  the  ordering  part  as  was  recited  and  as  it  concerned  the 
party  to  perform. 

A  writ  of  assistance  was,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
first  and*  only  process  for  giving  possession  of  land  under  a  decree 
of  that  court.  An  injunction  was  not  necessary,  before  a  writ 
of  assistance. 

If  the  decree  directed  the  execution  of  a  deed  or  other  instru- 
ment, by  a  party  to  the  suit,  the  ordinary  process  of  contempt 
was  employed  to  enforce  their  execution. 

Decrees  against  corporations  were  enforced  by  a  dist/ringaSy 
and  afterward  by  a  sequestration.  Decrees  against  absent  or 
absconding  defendants  might  be  enforced  by  sequestration  of 
the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  defendant. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

nrTEBLOCUTOBT   APPLICATIOBTa 

Section  !•  In  general.  Applications  to  the  court  for  orders 
were  a  part  of  the  ordinary  practice  of  this  courts  and  were 
founded  upon  petitions  or  affidavits.  As  these  applications 
were  frequently  made  for  such  orders  or  relief  as  have  been 
retained  under  the  present  practice,  no  further  notice  need  be 
taken  of  them. 

In  this  very  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  chancery  prac- 
tice, the  object  has  been  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  student 
to  those  features  which  distinguish  a  court  of  equity  from  a  court 
of  law,  in  its  general  modes  of  practice.  Every  industrious  and 
thorough  student  will  desire  to  be  generally  informed  as  to  the 
nature  and  principles  of  the  former  practice  in  equity,  as  well  as 
in  actions  at  law,  for  it  is  by  such  knowledge  that  he  will  be 
enabled  to  master  all  the  difficulties  of  the  present  practice,  and 
especially  in  relation  to  that  part  of  it  which  constitutes  the  old 
practice,  that  has  been  expressly  retained,  for  supplying  defects 
in  the  new  system. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OLD  PEACTICB— HOW  FAB  EETAINED. 

ARTICLE  I, 

IK    GEKEBAL. 

Seetlon  1.  Judiciary  act  of  1847.  The  constitution  of  1846 
abrogated  the  court  of  chancery  as  a  separate  organization,  and 
provided  for  a  supreme  court  wliich  should  have  a  general  juris- 
diction in  law  and  equity. 

Instead  of  a  chancellor  and  eight  vice-chancellors,  there 
were  thirty-two  supreme  court  justices,  each  of  whom  pos- 
sessed the  ordinary  powers  of  a  common-law  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  and,  in  addition,  all  the  original  equity  powers  of 
the  chancellor  or  vice-chanceUots. 

By  the  act  of  1847,  chapter  280,  section  16,  it  was  declared  that 
the  supreme  court  should  possess  the  powers,  and  exercise  the  ju- 
risdiction, previously  possessed  and  exercised  by  the  supreme 
court  and  the  court  of  chancery ;  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  were  declared  to  possess,  and  to  have  authority  to  exer- 
cise, the  powers  and  the  jurisdiction  formerly  possessed  and 
exercised  by  the  judges,  of  the  supreme  court,  by  the  circuit 
judges,  and  by  the  chancellor  and  the  vice-chancellors.  This 
act,  however,  did  not  abrogate  the  general  practice  of  the  two 
courts  as  separate  organizations,  each  having  its  own  system  of 
practice,  except  in  some  particulars,  one  of  which  was  to  pro- 
vide that  the  special  terms  of  the  supreme  court  should  hear  and 
determine  non-enumerated  business  in  suits  and  proceedings  at 
law,  and  take  testimony  and  hear  and  determine  suits  and  pro- 
ceedings in  equity ;  and  it  was  further  provided,  that  orders  and 
decrees  in  suits  and  proceedings  at  law,  and  orders  and  decrees 
in  equity,  might  be  made  by  the  special  terms ;  that  all  suits  and 
proceedings  in  equity  should  be  first  heard  and  determined  at 
the  special  term,  unless  the  justice  holding  such  term  should 
direct  the  same  to  be  heard  at  a  general  term.  Laws  of  1847,  ch. 
280,  §  20.  Equity  causes,  heard  at  a  special  term,  might  be 
re-heard  at  general  term.  lb.    Appeals  from  a  vice-chancellor 
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which  might  be  heard  by  the  supreme  court,  might  be  first  heard 
at  general  term.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  280,  §  12. 

The  testimony  in  equity  cases  was  required  to  be  taken  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  actions  at  law.    Const.  1846,  art.  6,  §  10. 

The  changes  which  were  made  in  the  mode  of  practice  were 
merely  such  as  were  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  of 
uniting  law  and  equity  powers  in  the  same  court.  And,  while 
the  same  court  had  both  common-law  and  equity  powers,  and 
the  same  judge  administered  both  kinds  of  relief,  yet  the  forms 
under  which  these  powers  were  executed,  and  relief  adminis- 
tered, were  kept  as  separate  as  they  had  been  under  the  old 
system.  Suits  in  equity  and  actions  at  law  were  commenced  in 
the  old  mode,  and  no  change  was  made  as  to  trials,  except  that 
the  testimony  in  equity  causes  was  now  required  to  be  taken 
oraUy  before  the  judge,  as  was  done  in  jommon-law  actions. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  blend  the  two  systems,  or  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  pleading  and  practice,  until  the  enactment  of 
the  Code  of  Procedure,  in  1848  and  1849,  which  declared  that 
the  distinction  between  actions  at  law  and  suits  in  equity  was 
abolished,  and  that  all  the  forms  of  such  actions  and  suits  were 
also  abolished,  and  that  there  should  thereafter  be  but  one  form 
of  civil  actions.  To  explain  how  this  union  of  legal  and  equi- 
table practice  has  been  blended  and  carried  into  practical  opera- 
tion is  the  object  of  this  work. 

Section  2.  Old  practice  expressly  retained.  It  is  evident,  upon 
the  least  reflection,  that  no  legislative  enactment  could  possibly 
anticipate  and  provide  for  every  possible  contingency  in  practice. 
The  utmost  that  could  be  done  was  to  declare  by  general  rules 
what  the  ordinary  practice  should  be,  and  to  render  the  sys- 
tem as  complete  as  practicable  by  pointing  out  such  details  as 
could  be  conveniently  or  usefully  specified. 

But  the  legislature  foresaw  the  difliculties  of  this  character 
which  would  naturally  arise,  and  provided  a  general  rule  for 
obviating  such  inconveniences  by  declaring  that,  when  a  case 
arose  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  Code  were  not  adequate,  a 
resort  to  the  old  practice  migtt  be  had.    Code,  §  468. 

The  supreme  court,  by  rule  97,  have  declared,  that  the  old 
practice  at  law  or  in  equity  may  be  adopted  in  cases  not  pro- 
vided for  by  statute  or  the  written  rules  of  the  court.  It  will 
be  observejd  that  the  Code  does  not  profess  to  abrogate  the  entire 
practice  at  law  and  in  equity,  as  they  formerly  existed,  but 
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merely  abolishes  such  portions  of  them  as  are  inconsistent  with 
that  act ;  and  it  expressly  retains  such  parts  of  the  old  practice 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  new  plan.  Code,  §  469. 

It  will  be  found,  in  practice,  that  the  older  authoi^ties  are  as 
constantly  consulted  upon  the  principles  of  practice  as  they 
were  before  the  union  of  law  and  equity.  The  mode  of  apply- 
ing such  principles  may  be  changed,  and  in  many  cases  the 
practice  in  both  classes  of  actions  may  be  rendered  uniform ; 
but  the  principles  themselves,  and  the  advantages  derived  from 
them,  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  remain  substantially  unim- 
paired. 

Section  3.  Obsolete  practice  and  rules.  The  practical  effect 
of  the  Code  has  been  to  render  obsolete  much  of  the  machinery 
of  the  old  practice.  Actions  at  law  cannot  now  be  commenced 
by  writ  or  declaration,  nor  a  suit  in  equity  by  bill  and  subpoena, 
becausethe  Code  has  substituted  a  summons  as  the  proper  pro- 
cess in  aU  such  cases. 

This  is  but  a  single  illustration  of  the  changes  made,  and,  in 
determining  what  the  present  practice  is,  it  is  important  to  under- 
stand what  portions  of  the  old  practice  have  been  abrogated,  and 
what  retained,  and  in  writing  a  work  upon  the  subject,  it  is  in- 
dispensable that  aU  obsolete  matters  should  be  omitted.  This, 
however,  is  not,  in  all  cases,  so  easy  a  task  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, since  there  are  numerous  points  in  relation  to  which  even 
the  courts  are  not  agreed.  For  instance,  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  existence  of  the  writ  of  ne  exeat^  as  a  subsist- 
ing remedy.  And  this  one  illustration  is  but  a  sample  of  the 
doubts  and  disagreements  in  relation  to  other  points  of  practice. 
In  reference  to  all  such  matters,  each  will  be  carefully  examined, 
and  the  authorities  fully  stated  in  the  proper  place  in  this  work ; 
and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  reduce  the  authorities  to  one  har- 
monious and  uniform  system,  even  though  some  of  the  conflict- 
ing decisions  should  be  laid  aside  as  contrary  to  the  current  of 
authority.    • 

Section  4.  Talue  of  the  old  practice.  No  error  could  be 
greater  or  more  injurious  to  the  student  than  for  him  to  entertain 
the  opinion  that  the  old  systems  of  practice  are  now  useless. 
On  the  contrary,  let  him  remember  that  those  systems  were 
created  by  some  of  the  most  learned  judges  that  have  adorned 
the  bench  in  the  olden  time.  The  points  settled  were  such  as 
arose  in  actual  practice,  and  they  were  examined  and  discussed 
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by  learned  coniiBel  before  they  were  submitted  for  decision.  The 
questions  raised  and  decided  were  so  numerous  and  so  varied 
that  they  met  nearly  every  exigency  that  could  occur  in  practice. 

It  was  wliile  those  systems  were  in  force  that  nearly  the  entire 
body  of  English  and  American  law  was  settled.  There  were  no 
rights  which  could  not  be  secured,  and  no  wrongs  which  could 
not  be  redressed  by  a  proper  application  of  the  old  practice ; 
and  it  is  only  by  a  careful  study  of  the  old  principles  that  a  fuU 
comprehension  of  the  entire  body  of  the  present  practice  is  to  be 
attained.  Practice  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  system  of  arbitrary 
rules,  for  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  some  certain  settled 
rule ;  but,  in  most  cases,  the  rule  adopted  will  be  found  to  rest 
upon  a  satisfactory  reason,  which  may  not  be  found  anywhere 
else  so  satisfactorily  explained  as  in  '^e  old  practice  decisions. 
There  is  no  branch  of  the  law  in  which  a  complete  knowledge  of 
its  history,  and  of  its  details,  is  of  greater  advantage  than  that  of 
a  knowledge  of  the  practice.  The  questions  arising  daily  in  the 
courts  are  almost  invariably  a  surprise  to  the  party  who  has  to 
meet  them,  and  a  want  of  proper  information  has  frequently  been 
a  source  of  annoyance,  if  not  of  positive  loss.  The  old  practice 
has  a  still  higher  value  than  many  may  suppose,  for,  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  much  of  it  13  unquestioned  and  settled  law  to 
this  day. 

While  the  new  system  is  to  be  enforced  in  its, true  spirit,  and 
while  attempting  to  secure  all  its  advantages,  let  the  clearly 
settled  old  principles  be  retained  unchanged,  so  far  as  this  is 
consistent  with  the  new  plan,  for  it  will  be  found  that  unneces- 
sary changes  are  always  accompanied  by  inconveniences  that 
were  not,  and  could  not,  be  foreseen. 

The  Code  has  furnished  an  outline  which  may  be  filled  up  and 
rendered  a  harmonious  system  of  practice  at  law  and  in  equity. 
But,  to  do  this  successfully,  there  is  no  safe  and  reliable  course 
but  to  adopt  and  use  all  the  well  settled  old  rules  and  principles 
which  are  consistent  with  the  new  plan.  Prom  such  materials, 
joined  with  the  later  decisions,  a  complete  system  of  practice 
may  be  constructed,  which,  in  the  main,  will  be  harmonious, 
convenient,  complete  and  reliable.  To  secure  this  result,  let 
every  student  contribute  his  share,  by  carefully  preparing  him- 
self for  his  duties  as  a  practitioner,  when  he  shall  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  that  profession  which  he  has  selected  as  worthy  of  his 
employment  during  life. 


CHAPTER  V. 


THE  PBESENT  PRACTICE  AND  UPON  WHAT  IT  IS  FOUNDED. 


ARTICLE  L 

TTNITE8  LAW  AKD  XQUITY  PBACTIOK 

Section  1.  Chaiicery  al>olislied  and  It^  powers  transferred  to 
supreme  court.  The  present  chapter  will  be  devoted  to  an 
explanation  of  the  principal  features  of  the  present  practice,  and 
to  a  brief  discussion  of  the  sources  or  materials  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  As  we  have  elsewhere  seen,  the  old  court  of  chancery 
has  been  abolished,  and  all  legal  and  eqtutable  jurisdiction  and 
powers  conferred  upon  the  supreme  court,  which  now  administers 
all  the  remedies  or  relief  which  can  be  granted  by  the  highest 
court  of  original  jurisdiction  in  this  State. 

Section  2.  The  same  judges  sit  at  law  or  in  equity.  The  pres- 
ent system  not  only  unites  legal  and  equitable  actions  and  reme- 
dies, but  it  also  requires  their  administration  by  the  same 
judges  in  both  classes  of  cases.  There  is  one  great  advantage  in 
this  blending  of  the  systems,  which  is  the  uniformity  of  the  prac- 
tice in  many  points  which  were  exceedingly  dissimilar  under 
the  old  systems ;  and,  since  all  remedies  are  administered  by 
the  same  judge,  that  certainly  which  is  so  desirable  in  practice 
may  be  greatly  promoted. 

It  may  be  that  something  has  been  lost  by  this  change  in  the 
mode  of  holding  courts,  in  so  far  as  a  constant  study  of  one  sub- 
ject, or  class  of  subjects,  tends  to  render  its  possessor  more 
familiar  with  the  entire  details  of  a  particular  branch  of  the  law. 
But,  if  this  were  conceded,  there  is  the  corresponding  gain  of  the 
experience  of  a  learned  judge  who  is  familiar  with  other  general 
principles  which  cannot  fail  to  throw  light  upon  all  legal  sub- 
jects which  may  require  his  consideration.  If  a  judge  who  is 
deeply  skilled  in  the  principles  of  equity  is  required  to  preside 
over  a  trial  at  law,  Jiis  general  knowledge  will  be  as  available  in 
securing  justice  as  though  his  knowledge  of  equity  were  less, 
for,  while  he  will  regard  the  general  rules  of  the  common 
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law,  he  will  also  desire  to  see  the  equities  of  the  case  so  consid- 
ered as  to  secure  actual  justice  in  the  result  of  the  trial. 

Again,  if  a  common-law  judge  is  .required  to  try  an  equity- 
case,  his  convictions  of  the  advantage  of  settled  rules  and  princi- 
ples will  lead  him  to  regard  equity,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
will  desire  to  see  general  and  well-settled  rules  established  as  a 
guide  in  all  similar  litigations.  The  practical  effect  of  requir- 
ing one  judge  to  become  familiar  with  all  principles,  whether 
legal  or  equitable,  will  be  a  tendency  to  a  harmonious  and  uni- 
form mode  of  administering  remedies.  There  will  be  no  occasion 
for  a  study  of  any  branch  of  the  law,  to  the  exclusion  of  another 
equally  important ;  and  a  constant  study  of  both  law  and  equity 
will  give  a  broader  culture  and  a  more  extended  view  of  all  the 
principles  of  the  law. 

Section  3.  In  legal  actions^  legal  forms  and  practice  are 
adopted.  So  long  as  there  are  legal  rights  and  legal  remedies, 
as  distinguished  from  equitable  rights  and  remedies,  so  long 
will  it  be  necessary  to  employ  the  forms  and  adopt  the  practice 
of  courts  of  law  in  obtaining  legal  remedies.  It  is  not  intended 
to  state  that  there  may  not  be  many  things  in  the  practice  which 
would  be  appropriate  in  all  cases,  whether  the  action  were 
legal  or  equitable,  for  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  system  of 
practice  to  secure  as  great  a  uniformity  in  that  respect  as  possi- 
ble. But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  secure  uniformity  in  the  various  steps  in  the  practice 
where  the  actions  themselves  are,  in  their  nature,  widely  dis- 
similar, and  even  inconsistent  or  contradictory.  The  object  of 
the  actions  may  be  the  same  in  a  certain  sense,  and  yet  the  pro- 
ceedings to  secure  the  result  must  be  materially  different.  In 
an  action  upon  a  promissory  note,  or  for  the  foreclosure  of  a 
mortgage,  the  object  in  each  of  the  cases  may  be  the  recovery 
of  money ;  but  the  proceedings  in  the  action  upon  the  note 
would  be  those  of  a  legal  action,  while  those  for  the  foreclosure 
of  the  mortgage  would  be  those  of  equity,  and  in  many  respects 
the  practice  in  the  two  actions  would  be  widely  different,  under 
any  system  of  practice  whether  tried  in  different  courts  by  dif- 
ferent judges,  or  tried  in  one  court,  which  tries  both  legal  and 
equitable  actions.  Again,  the  object  of  each  of  two  different 
actions  may  be  the  recovery  of  damages,  but  the  object  of  the 
action  cannot  affect  the  practice  to  be  pursued  in  any  kind  of 
action  one  may  choose  to  commence.    For  the  breach  of  a  con- 
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tract,  or  for  an  assault  and  battery,  one  may  have  a  right  of 
action  against  the  same  person,  but  the  proceeding  in  the  actions 
will  diflfer  in  some  respects,  even  in  an  action  at  law,  as  both 
these  cases  would  be.  But  the  contrast  in  this  respect  would  be 
much  greater  between  an  action  for  the  specific  performance  of  a 
contract,  or  that  of  an  action  of  replevin,  in  which  so  many  of 
the  steps  in  the  progress  of  the  actions  would  be  so  different, 
and  in  which  the  proceedings  in  the  one  action  would  be  entirely 
inappropriate  in  the  other. 

It  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  recognize  these  natural  distinctions 
and  to  give  them  full  effect.  In  those  actions  in  which  the  prac- 
tice can  be  made  very  plain  and  simple,  let  it  be  done,  and  apply 
the  rule  to  as  many  kinds  of  actions  as  practicable.  But  in 
other  actions  in  which  th^  proceedings  must  be  more  complex 
and  technical,  and  which  must  be  carried  on  by  many  different 
and  successive  steps,  and  which  must  be  moulded  to  secure  the 
rights  of  distinct  parties  having  separate  interests,  it  is  evident 
that  the  practice  must  differ  from  that  of  simpler  actions. 

Section  4.  In  equitable  suits  equity  forms  and  practice  are 
adopted.  The  remarks  in  the  last  section  have  anticipated  what 
might  have  been  said  here.  The  Code  has  adopted  many  of  the 
principles  of  equity  practice,  and  to  that  extent  has  rendered  a 
study  of  its  principles  and  rules  desirable  if  not  necessary. 
That  system  of  practice  had  many  advantages  over  the  common 
law  in  those  cases  where  mere  equities  were  to  be  dealt  with. 
Those  advantages  are  retained  under  the  existing  practice,  and, 
although  the  mode  of  proceeding  has  been  changed  in  many 
particulars,  yet  the  essential  principles  of  equity  practice  are 
still  in  force,  and  in  all  equitable  suits  must  be  applied. 

Section  5.  A  judgment  or  a  decree  is  rendered  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  particular  ease.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
rule  that  the  practice  must  be  varied  to  suit  the  nature  of  the 
action,  the  mode  of  rendering  a  judgment  or  decree  is  valuable. 

In  an  action  of  ejectment  the  judgment  provides  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  possession  of  land  ;  in  an  action  of  replevin  for  the 
recovery  of  the  possession  of  personal  property ;  in  an  action 
for  the  breach  of  a  contract,  or  for  a  tort,  it  provides  for  the  re- 
covery of  a  sum  of  money  as  damages,  while  in  an  action  of  an 
equitable  nature  the  decree  might  necessarily  be  far  more  com- 
plicated in  its  details. 

In  actions  of  a  legal  nature  the  judgments  are  generally 
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uniform,  simple  and  inyariable,  according  to  the  nature  c^  the 
case,  as  has  been  seen  in  some  of  the  instances  just  enumerated. 

But,  in  equitable  actions,  such  a  brief  entry  of  a  decree  would 
be  impracticable,  and  this  results  frotn  the  nature  of  the  case. 
In  an  equitable  suit  the  relief  given  must  be  such  as  to  answer 
all  the  particular  exigencies  of  the  case  fully  and  circumstan- 
tially ;  it'inust  make  binding  and  authoritative  declarations  con- 
cerning the  rights  alleged  in  the  pleadings ;  it  must  direct  many 
things  to  be  mutually  done  and  suffered,  and  must  trace  out  the 
conduct  to  be  respectively  observed  by  the  several  parties  to  the 
suit,  even  though  those  parties  may  be  very  numerous,  and  sus- 
taining various  relations,  and  where,  perhaps,  some  of  those 
named  as  defendants  have  a  like  interest  and  object  as  the 
plaintiff.  But  this  is  not  the  only*  difference,  for,  in  an  equity 
suit,  the  court  may  retain  the  cause  until  by  successive  orders  all 
of  the  ends  of  justice  in  reference  to  all  the  parties  interested  have 
been  effectuaUjr  secured  or  carried  out. 

Section  6.  Enforcement  of  Judgments  and  decrees.  As  this 
subject  will  be  treated  at  length  in  a  subsequent  place,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  remark  that  a  judgment  in  an  action  at  law,  and  a 
decree  in  equity,  have  each  of  them  appropriate  and  effective 
methods  for  securing  their  enforcement,  by  proceedings  against 
the  proi)erty  or  the  i)er8on  bound  to  obey  them. 

Section  7.  Unifiormity  of  general  practice.  While  there  is  a 
diversity  in  the  practice,  corresponding  to  the  nature  of  the 
action,  yet,  there  is  a  very  general  uniformity  in  the  practice, 
in  relation  to  such  matters  or  steps  as  may  be  similar  in  all 
actions.  An  instance  of  this  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  a  sum- 
mons, which  is  used  for  the  commencement  of  all  actions  whether 
legal  or  equitable  in  their  nature. 

So,  too,  the  general  principles  of  pleadings  are  uniform,  and 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  character  of  the  allegations  required 
to  sustain  particular  actions  or  defenses.  Again  the  general 
mode  of  trying  actions,  and  of  introducing  evidence  on  the  trial, 
has  been  so  modified  as  to  render  the  practice  quite  uniform. 
And,  finally,  the  mode  of  entering  judgments  or  decrees,  as  well 
as  of  bringing  appeals  from  them,  has  been  rendered  as  uniform 
as  was  practicable.  And,  in  brief,  the  object  most  to  be  desired 
in  legal  proceedings,  is  a  uniformity  in  the  general  practice  so 
far  as  that  is  attainable ;  and  where  there  must  be  a  difference 
in  the  methods,  that  there  shall  be  as  much  uniformity  in  each 
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case  as  csui  be  soured ;  while  in  all  yarieties  of  acti9BB  or  proceed- 
ings the  settled  rale  shall  be  observed,  and  remain  nnchanged 
unless  modified  for  substantial  reasons. 

Section  8.  No  error  as  to  proper  court.  A  party  may  fail  in 
his  action  because  it  was  brought  in  the  wrong  court,  as  by 
bringing  an  action  of  ejectment  in  a  justice's  court ;  or  by  insti- 
tuting a  suit  in  a  State  court  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the 
infringement  of  a  patent  right. 

Under  the  former  system,  a  party  might  conimenee  an  action 
at  law^  and  be  defeated  because  his  relief  was  cmly  attainable  by 
a  suit  in  equity ;  or  he  might  be  turned  out  of  equity  because 
his  remedy  was  by  action  at  law.  But,  as  the  courts  are  now 
organized,  this  difficulty  cannot  occur ;  and,  yet,  a  party  must 
frame  his  pleadings  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  him  to  the 
relief  he  may  properly  demand  on  the  evidence  adduced  at  the 
trial ;  for  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  litigate  his  case  upon  one 
ground,  and  then  charge  the  entire  nature  of  the  action  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  opposite  party.  The  remedy  for  an  error  in 
this  respect  will  be  considered  in  its  proper  place. 


ARTICLE    II. 

THE  CODE  OP  PBOCEDITEB. 

Section  1.  Furnishes  a  statutory  practice*  One  of  the  most 
general  and  important  changes  in  the  practice  of  the  courts  of 
this  State  was  made  by  the  constitution  of  1846,  and  by  the  Co&e 
of  Procedure,  which  was  founded  upon  it. 

Prom  the  earliest  period  of  our  judicial  history,  the  English 
practice,  at  law  and  in  equity,  had  been  followed.  Prom  time 
to  time  changes  in  the  practice  had  been  made  by  the  courts  or 
by  the  legislature,  but  the  vast  body  of  the  practice  remained 
substantially  unchanged. 

The  union  of  legal  and  equitable  powers  in  one  court  led  the 
way  to  an  entire  change  in  the  mode  of  procedure  in  the  courts. 
The  incongruity  and  the  inconvenience  of  requiring  two  systems 
of  practice  to  be  enforced  by  the  same  court  was  tried  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  abandoned,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  alleged 
advantages  of  the  Code,  which  has  had  warm  supporters  and 
determined  opponents ;  but,  after  more  than  twenty  years'  experi- 
ence, it  still  remains  the  established  system  of  practice  in  this  State. 
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The  principal  difference  between  the  nature  and  force  of  this 
new  system  and  that  oif  the  old  one  is,  that  a  statutory  rule  now 
regulates  much  of  the  practice,  while  the  former  system  was  one  . 
built  up  under  the  direction,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  courts, 
while  discharging  the  duty  of  administering  legal  or  equitable 
remedies. 

Each  of  these  systems  has  advantages  and  disadvantages, 
which  are  of  suflScient  importance  to  require  a  brief  notice. 

Section  2.  Uniformity  and  simplicity  the  object.  The  great 
object  of  the  Code  was,  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  practice,  in 
all  actions,  so  far  as  that  result  was  attainable.  In  addition  to 
this,  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  simplify  the  practice  in  every 
variety  of  actions  or  proceedings  in  the  courts.  That  these  two 
objects  have  been,  in  a  great  degree,  secured,  is  not  usually 
questioned. 

Section  3.  Stability  and  certainty  expected.  That  there  are 
advantages  in  having  a  fixed  rule  is  conceded  by  every  one,  but 
that  it  may  have  corresponding  inconveniences  is  quite  equally 
and  certainly  true. 

A  rule  established  by  the  legislature  must  remain  until 
changed  or  abrogated  by  the  same  authority ;  and,  so  long  as  it 
remams,  must  be  observed,  however  inconvenient  it  may  be; 
while  a  rula  adopted  by  the  courts  may  be  modified  as  conven- 
ience or  the  ends  of  justice  may  require.  But,  while  certainty 
and  stability  were  desired  and  expected,  these  results  have  not 
been  fully  attained,  for,  there  have  been  frequent  changes  in  the 
statute,  and  there  have  been  numerous  confiicting  decisions  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Code.  Yet,  as  a 
whole,  the  object  in  view  has  been,  in  the  main,  accomplished. 

Section  4.  Power  to  change  practice.  At  common  law,  and 
especially  under  the  settled  system,  the  courts  frequently  desired 
changes  in  the  practice,  which  they  did  not  feel  warranted  in 
making  without  the  authority  of  a  statutory  enactment.  In 
equity,  and  especially  at  an  early  day,  less  difiiculty  was  felt, 
for  its  authority  was  mainly  established  by  assuming  the  right 
to  exercise  its  powers  whenever  they  were  needed  for  the  attain- 
ment of  justice  and  equity.  But,  as  a  general  thing,  that  court 
acted  upon  the  principle  that  it  had  no  greater  right  to  extend  its 
powers,  or  to  change  its  practice,  than  could  be  exercised  by  a 
court  of  law. 

Section  5.  Defects  and  omissions^  how  supplied*    As  all  expe^ 
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loKei!  rience  has  shown,  it  is  not  possible  to  form  a  statute  which  shall 

lyn  answer  all  the  purposes  in  view  when  it  was  enacted.    The  Code 

l^n  forms  no  exception  to   this  general  rule,  and,  so   fully   sat- 

l^i:  isfied  were  the  legislature  upon  this  subject,  that  they  provided 

jy  ^  a  mode  of  supplying  such  defects  and  omissions  where  they  could 

be  found  in  or  obtained  from  the  old  practice.    Code,  §  468. 
jj^  Section  6.  Bales.    In  addition  to  the  power  of  resorting  to  the 

^  former  practice  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  the  Code,  it  was  also 

j^  provided  that  the  court  should  possess  the  power  of  making  general 

jjjg.  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice,  and  for  the  purpose  of  sup-. 

1^1:  plying  such  defects  as  could  be  remedied  by  the  adoption  of  gene- 

ral rules.    This  subject  will  be  further  explained  in  a  subsequent 
article. 

X  .^  Section  7.  Amendments.    The  very  numerous  amendments  of 

this  Code,  which  have  been  made  since  its  first  enactment,  are  a 
.^  convincing  proof  of  the  difficulty  of  framing  a  statutory  system  of 

practice  which  shall  answer  all  the  purposes  in  view  when  it  was 
'  .,  enacted.  These  amendments  were  designed  to  supply  such  defects 

^  as  had  been  discovered  to  exist  in  the  original  or  amended  act,  and, 

.^  in  many  cases,  the  amendment  was  an  improvement  and  an  advan- 

tage ;  and,  yet,  how  many  other  changes  were  sometimes  rendered 
necessary  in  other  parts  of  the  statute  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
uniformity  and  harmony  in  the  whole  plan.  Amendments  to  an 
extensive  system  of  practice  ought  to  be  made  with  the  greatest 
care,  and  upon  the  advice  of  the  most  learned  judges  and  lawyers, 
^\^  for,  the  evils  of  frequent  changes  are  sometimes  as  great,  if  not 

''  greater,  than  the  original  defect.     It  is  true  that  the  power  of 

^  amendment  is  a  valuable  one,  but  its  exercise  is  a  matter  of  such 

^'  importance  that  nothing  but  a  material  defect  should  be  remedied 

by  it.    Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  practice  of  the  court  is  the 
^  law  of  the  court,  and  that  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  unsettle 

the  practice  than  frequent  changes  in  its  details. 

Section  8.  Value  of  a  code.  The  value  of  a  code,  as  a  system 
of  practice,  depends  upon  several  particulars.  It  furnishes  a 
fixed  and  definite  rule ;  it  may  and  ought  to  be  founded  upon  a 
general  and  a  careful  consideration  of  the  entire  subject,  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  harmonious  and  consistent  as  a  whole 
system ;  it  may  be  framed  from  the  best  portions  of  any  other 
systems  of  practice,  by  selecting  such  parts  as  are  desirable,  and 
reelecting  those  which  are  defective  or  objectionable ;  it  may  unite 
the  most  desirable  principles  and  rules  of  several  other  systems 


452  PRESENT  PRACTICE. 

ImpTOYementB. 


by  combining  them  into  a  single  and  improved  plan ;  it  may  in- 
troduce changes  upon  a  more  extensive  scale  than  could  in  any 
other  mode  be  properly  made  ;  it  provides,  by  general  rules,  for 
a  great  number  of  particular  instances  of  a  similar  character, 
which  could  not  be  enumerated  in  detail ;  and  any  of  its  general 
principles  inay  be  extended  to  every  proper  case  as  readily  and 
as  properly  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  the  rules  of  the  i^mmon 
law  or  of  the  principles  of  equity. 

Some  of  the  defects  of  a  code  are  that  it  requires  a  rigid,  in 
flexible  course  of  action,  which  leaves  the  courts  little  or  no 
power  of  modifying  its  action  or  eflTects  when  applied  in  practice ; 
it  is  not  as  generally  capable  of  an  extension  and  adaptation  of 
its  rules  to  new  instances  by  the  courts  as  are  the  principles  of 
the  common  law  or  of  those  of  equity ;  its  rules  or  principles  are 
limited  in  number,  and  they  cannot  be  increased  by  the  courts 
by  devising  and  applying  new  remedies  in  unforeseen  cases ;  its 
construction  occasions  the  accumulation  of  a  lai^  number  of 
volumes  of  decisions,  which  is  a  cause  of  expense  to  the  profes- 
sion ;  its  construction  is  not  uniform,  and  uncertainty  in  the 
practice  upon  controverted  points  is  a  result ;  and  it  is  incapable 
of  being  improved  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  as  may  be  done 
under  the  other  systems  of  practice. 

Sectioii  9«  Improvements.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  legis- 
lature wiU  discover  all  the  defects  which  exist  in  the  Code ;  and, 
besides  that,  the  most  effectual  way  for  ascertaining  them  is  to 
observe  them  as  they  occur  in  actual  practice.  Whenever  it  is 
found  that  any  part  of  the  statute  fails  to  secure  the  results  an- 
ticipated, or  whenever  new  advantages  may  be  attained  by  a 
change,  an  amendment  of  the  law  will  secure  those  results. 

But  change  and  improvement  are  not  the  same  thing  in 
very  many  instances.  And  it  is  not  impossible  that  as 
many  inconveniences  have  resulted  as  advantages  have  been 
gained  by  the  indiscriminate  amendmente  that  have  hitherto  been 
made.  In  making  alterations  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  change  any  one  material  part  of  the  statute 
without  rendering  changes  necessary  in  other  parts  of  it,  so  as  to 
maintain  the  unity  and  consistency  of  the  entire  plan ;  and, 
therefore,  no  change  ought  to  be  made  in  any  material  matter 
•without  a  careful  consideration  of  ite  effect  upon  the  whole  act. 
And  one  of  the  most  important  things  in  relation  to  aU  amend- 
ments is  the  principle  that  none  shall  be  made  unless  done  for 
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the  advantage  of  the  greatest  number  of  those  who  may  be 
affected  by  the  change.  Amendments  .to  serve  the  purposes  of 
individuals  ought  never  to  be  made  in  a  general  system  of 
statutory  practice.  If  such  special  legislation  should  be  re- 
quired, let  it  be  done  by  a  special  enactment  for  the  purpose. 

Section  10.  Adoption  elsewhere.  The  principal  features  of  the 
New  York  Code  have  been  approved  in  other  States,  and  many 
of  them  have  adopted  a  similar  system  of  practice,  with  such 
modifications  or  additions  as  were  deemed  desirable.  If  all  the 
States  in  the  Union  should  adopt  a  uniform  code  of  practice,  the 
result  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  profession,  as  it  would  ena-^ 
ble  the  members  of  the  bar  and  of  the  bench,  to  determine,  with 
certainty,  what  the  practice  was  in  other  States,  which  is  not  now 
practicable  without  considerable  inconvenience,  or  the  loss  of 
time,  labor  and  expense  for  that  purpose. 

A  convention  formed  from  delegates  from  all  of  the  States 
might  accomplish  this  desirable  result,  if  each  of  the  States  would 
adopt  the  general  system  ;  and  if  all  general  changes  or  amend- 
ments were  to  be  adopted  in  the  same  manner. 


ARTICLE  m. 

STATXTTES  GEKBKAL  OB  SPECIAL. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  practice  of  the  diflerent  courts  has 
always  been  regulated,  to  some  extent,  by  statutory  enactments. 
And,  such  changes  as  were  deemed  necessary  have  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  legislature.  When  the  directions  of  a 
general  statute  are  clear  and  peremptory,  all  the  courts  and  every 
judge  are  alike  bound  to  give  full  effect  to  the  statute,  and  they 
are  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  to  set  aside  a  proceeding  for  irregular- 
ity where  a  form  or  rule  of  practice  prescribed  by  the  statute  has 
been  deviated  from  ;  although  the  court  may  relieve  a  party  for 
a  deviation  from  a  mere  rule  of  the  court  which  was  adopted 
independentiy  of  the  statute. 

It  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  the  legislature^  composed  as  it 
usually  is  of  persons  most  of  whom  are  inexperienced  in  the 
form  and  practical  details  of  the  technical  proceedings  in  an 
actioi^  at  law,  or  a  suit  in  equity,  should  be  competent  to  enact 
laws  in  r^ard  to  the  mere  matters  of  form,  or  the  technical  points 
of  practice ;  and,  until  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  it  was  con- 
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sidered  advisable  to  leave  those  matters  almost  entirely  to  the 
judges  themselves,  because,  from  their  daily  observations  and 
their  long  experience,  they  could  best  appreciate  the  expediency 
of  any  new  measure  of  that  nature.  The  Code  furnishes  a  statu- 
tory system  of  practice,  but  it  also  gives  the  judges  power  to 
modify  or  abrogate  rules  and  forms  in  proper  cases,  without  the 
trouble,  expense  and  delay  of  applying  to  the  legislature.  This 
authority  relieves  the  court  and  the  judges  from  the  difficul- 
ties which  would  exist  were  every  rule  and  form  a  technical,  stat- 
utory one  which  could  not  be  departed  from  in  practice. 
^  The  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  the  former 
practice  at  law  or  in  equity,  may  be  readily  found  by  any  one 
who  may  desire  to  examine  them. 

Section  2.  English  statutes.  The  practice  of  this  State  having 
originally  been  founded  upon  the  English  system,  it  was  natural 
and  convenient  to  adopt  many  of  the  English  statutes  relating  to 
practice.  And,  during  the  entire  existence  of  this  State  the  stat- 
utes of  that  country  have  been  examined,  and  frequently  portions 
of  them  enacted  by  our  legislature,  with  such  modifications  as 
might  be  required. 

Section  3.  Former  statutes  relating  to  practice.  While  the 
Code  was  designed  to  introduce  a  new,  as  well  as  a  complete  sys- 
tem, so  far  as  that  was  practicable,  yet  it  was  not  intended  to  repeal 
or  abrogate  those  statutes  relating  to  proceedings  in  the  courts,  in 
those  cases  where  there  was  no  conflict  between  tl^em  and  the  Code, 
and  where  such  statutes  were  as  useful  now  as  heretofore.  It  will 
be  found,  on  examination,  that  there  are  many  cases  for  which  the 
Code  does  not  provide,  and  for  which  existing  statutes  furnish  the 
desired  remedy,  and,  in  such  cases,  the  old  statute  is  as  much  in 
force  as  when  first  enacted.  It  is  neither  practicable  nor  neces- 
sary to  enumerate  all  such  cases,  for,  by  merely  calling  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  stating  the  rule  in  relation  to  former  statutes, 
enough  has  been  done  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Section  4.  All  statutes  of  equal  authority.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that,  while  the  Code  furnishes  most  of  the  general  rules 
of  practice,  yet  all  former  statutes,  not  expressly  repealed,  or 
rendered  obsolete  by  later  statutes  or  the  constitution,  still  remain 
in  full  force ;  and  they  possess  the  same  authority  they  ever  did, 
or  that  any  other  statute  now  possesses. 

This  principle  is  clear  as  well  as  obvious,  and  yet  it  can  do  no 
harm  to  mention  it,  as  there  are  some  who  may  think  that  the  Code 
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has  gone  farther  toward  repealing  all  previous  statutes  than  has 
actually  been  done.  There  are  statutes  which  were  enacted  after 
the  Code,  and  they  modify  the  practice  established  by  it,  although 
no  reference  is  made  to  its  provisions.  By  section  114  of  that  act, 
provision  is  made  in  reference  to  actions  by  or  against  married 
women,  and  yet,  by  the  Laws  of  1860,  chapter  90,  and  Laws  of  1862, 
chapter  172,  section  7,  a  material  change  is  made  in  relation  to 
actions  brought  by  married  women.  Construction  is  given  to 
this  act  in  Rofme  v.  Smithy  66  Barb.  417,  38  How.  37,  affirmed,  45 
N.  Y.  (6  Hand)  230,  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  husband  need 
not  be  joined  as  a  defendant  in  an  action  against  the  wife,  for  a 
trespass  committed  by  her  cattle  on  the  plaintiff' s  lands. 

The  general  rule  of  construction  of  statutes  is,  that  where  a  new 
statute  does  not,  in  terms,  repeal  an  old  one,  both  will  stand 
together,  so  far  as  effect  can  be  given  to  both,  for  repeals  by  im- 
plication are  not  favored.  , 

Section  5.  Statntes  relating  to  special  snlyects.  The  public 
advantages  of  general  laws  over  special  legislation  is  well  under- 
stood. And  in  no  case  is  the  evil  of  such  legislation  more  con- 
spicuous than  in  matters  of  practice.  Special  statutes  which 
affect  general  rules  of  practice  seldom  fail  to  cause  inconvenience, 
and  to  unsettle  the  law  and  render  it  incongruous.  There  may  be 
cases  which  require  special  legislation,  owing  to  some  defect  in  the 
general  laws,  but  it  can  seldom  be  the  case  that  an  amendment  of 
the  general  law  will  not  afford  adequate  relief;  and,  by  this 
method,  there  will  be  less  danger  of  inconsistencies  and  contradic- 
tions between  the  statutes.  It  is  not  intended  to  discourage  the  en- 
actment of  special  statutes  where  they  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  secure  the  attainment  of  justice,  or  to  furnish  a  sufficient  rem- 
edy where  tibte  old  one  is  insufficient  and  ineffectual. 

Section  6.  Necessities  for  special  legislation.  There  are  instan- 
ces in  which  legislation  for  particular  cases  is  indispensable. 
Where  the  practice  is  created  by  statute,  and  it  is  defective  in 
material  points,  which  the  courts  have  no  power  to  remedy,  legis- 
lation becomes  a  nece^ity,  or  the  ends  of  justice  will  be  defeated. 
There  may  be  cases  in  which  the  practice  is  so  general  that  it  may 
be  perverted  so  as  to  injure  the  interests  and  rights  of  others ;  and 
in  such  a  case,  si)ecial  legislation  which  will  restrain  or  prevent 
the  evil  will  be  a  public  benefit.  The  granting  of  injunctions 
against  corporations,  and  restraining  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
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cause  seonous  loss,  is  an  instance  in  which  a  statute  was  passed  to 
secure  the  rights  of  corporations.     See  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  161. 

Section  7.  Effect  of  statutes  upon  prior  decisions  of  the  courts. 
When  the  courts  have  established  a  rule  of  law  by  solemn  decis- 
ions, no  statute  is  needed  to  add  to  their  validity,  or  to  give  them 
full  effect.  But  it  frequently  happens  that  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  are  rendered  obsolete  and  of  no  effect  Where  a  statute 
introduces  a  rule  which  directly  conflicts  with  prior  decisions  of 
the  courts,  such  decisions  are  no  longer  law,  although  no  refer- 
ence is  made  to  them  by  such  statute.  It  is  in  this  way  that 
many  of  the  older  decisions,  in  relation  to  practice,  have  been 
rendered  valueless  as  authorities.  Where  the  Code  or  any  other 
statute  has  established  a  rule,  all  former  inconsisteht  rules 
founded  upon  the  decisions  of  the  court  must  be  disregarded, 
and  the  statute  rule  followed.  There  are  other  cases  in  which 
the  statute  and  the  prior  decisions  are  in  harmony ;  in  such  cases 
the  authority  of  those  decisions  remains  unimpaired,  and  they 
may  be  resorted  to  for  an  exposition  of  the  principles,  as  well  as 
of  the  reasons,  upon  which  they  were  made. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

DECISIONS  OF  THE  COURT. 

Section  1.  English  and  American  law  and  equity  decisions. 

The  practice  of  the  courta  of  law  and  t)f  equity  was  mainly 
established  by  the  decisions  of  those  courts.  And  from  the  time 
that  a  regular  system  of  practice  was  settled,  the  volumes  of 
reports  of  the  English  and  the  American  courts  have  been  resorted 
to  as  the  main  source  of  information  in  cases  of  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty. 

Section  2.  Construction  of  statutes.  During  the  entire  exist- 
ence of  these  courts  there  have  been  statutes  relating  to  the  prac- 
tice, and  they  have  been  examined  as  occasion  demanded ;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  such  statutes,  the  true  rule  of 
practice  has  generally  been  sought  for  in  the  reported  cases. 
This  was  natural,  and  almost  unavoidable ;  for,  although  the 
statute  might  be  imperative  and  controlling,  yet  there  were  so 
many  points  unsettled  in  relation  to  the  true  construction  of  its 
provisions,  that  the  courts  really  settled  what  the  correct  practice 
was  even  when  it  was  founded  upon  a  statute. 
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Our  own  system  of  practice  furnishes  the  strongest  illustra- 
tion of  this  statement.  The  Code  of  Procedure  was  designed  to 
simplify  the  practice  and  reduce  its  provisions  to  the  smallest 
practicable  compass.  It  has  been  in  force  something  over  twenty 
years,  and,  yet,  where  is  the  settled  practice  now  found  except 
in  the  volumes  of  the  reports  which  are  now  numerous,  but  still 
rapidly  accumulating.  There  is  scarcely  a  line  or  a  word  in  that 
act  which  has  not  been  the  subject  of  a  decision,  and,  notwith- 
standing that  fact,  it  is  found  that  questions  of  practice  are  con- 
stantly before  the  courts  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  what 
some  clause  of  the  Code  really  declares. 

When  it  is  also  remembered  that  the  language  of  the  statute 
has  sometimes  been  capable  of  different  constructions ;  that  there 
were  numerous  judges  in  the  different  courts,  each  of  whom  was 
called  upon  to  give  a  construction  to  some  of  its  provisions ;  that 
many  of  these  decisions  were  made  without  the  advantages  of  con- 
sultation with  the  other  judges,  or  of  examining  their  decisions, 
because,  though  written,  they  had  not  been  published ;  and, 
when  in  addition,  there  must  be  those  natural  differences  of  opinion 
among  judges  even  when  they  have  heard  the  same  arguments, 
and  read  the  same  statutes  and  decisions,  upon  which  they  are  to 
fouiid  their  judgments,  it  is  not  strange  that  there  has  been  a  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  practice,  even  when  uniformity  was  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  enacting  the  statute. 

Thfe  legislature  may  yet  improve  the  Code  and  add  to  its  value, 
but  it  will  still  remain  for  the  courts  to  carry  its  provisions  into 
effect,  and  to  establish  a  complete  and  harmonious  system  of 
practice.  Much  has  already  been  done  in  that  direction,  and 
every  year  will  add  to  the  number  of  points  which  the  courts  will 
regard  as  finally  settled.  But,  while  the  causes  which  lead  to 
conflicting  decisions  continue  to  exist,  so  long  there  must  be  some 
doubtful  points  of  practice,  yet  these  will  form  but  a  small  portion 
of  the  entire  system ;  and  the  profession  may,  therefore,  indulge 
the  hope  that  a  well-considered,  convenient  and  harmonious 
practice  is  not  an  impossibility  even  when  legal  and  equitable 
remedies  are  administered  by  the  same  court. 

Section  8.  Supplying  defects  in  statutes.  One  of  the  most 
useful  provisions  of  the  Code  is  that  which  permits  the  court  to 
resort  to  the  old  practice  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  any  defects 
which  might  be  found  in  it.  The  general  plan  or  framework  is 
established  by  this  statute ;  but  it  does  not^  and  in  the  nature  of 
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things  it  cannot,  anticipate  and  provide  for  ell  possible  future 
cases  or  contingencies.  Such  defects  must  be  supplied  from  the 
vast  resources  of  the  common  law,  and  of  the  equity  systems  of 
practice.  It  is  by  the  use  of  such  authorities  that  justice  may  be 
obtained  in  all  cases ;  and  that  a  full  and  complete  system  may 
be  reared  under  the  vigilant  care  and  by  the  directing  judgment 
of  a  learned  and  honest  judiciary. 

Section  4.  Decisions  more  flexible  than  statutes.  Where  a 
statute  prescribes  a  rule  it  must  be  obeyed,  however  inconven- 
ient or  unjust  its  requirements  may  be,  for  the  rule  is  unbending. 
The  courts  have  settled  it  as  a  principle,  that,  when  a  point  is  once 
fully  settled,  it  will  be  followed  as  an  established  precedent.  This, 
however,  is  not  an  inflexible  rule,  for  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for 
the  court  to  reconsider  questions  decided,  and,  upon  further  con- 
sideration, to  reverse  the  previously  established  rule,  and  to  lay 
down  a  diflferent  and,  perhaps,  conflicting  doctrine.  This  power 
of  the  court  is  an  invaluable  one ;  for,  while  it  secures  all  the 
stability  which  is  desirable,  it  is  also  so  flexible  that  it  wiU  bend  to 
meet  the  wants  of  justice  or  of  public  convenience. 

Section  5.  Furnishes  rule  for  all  cases.  A  statute  furnishes  a 
rule  in  those  cases  which  are  expressly  provided  for,  or  which  are 
included  in  some  of  the  incidents  of  it.  But  it  has  no  power  of 
extension  to  new  cases,  by  the  mere  act  of  the  court.  Under  the 
former  common-law  and  equity  systems  of  practice,  the  courts 
were  able  to  furnish  an  appropriate  rule  of  practice  for  each  case 
as  it  arose.  And  it  was  this  quality  which  enabled  thosq  courts 
to  create  such  wonderful  monuments  in  the  way  of  defining  and 
explaining  rights,  and  of  devising  and  enforcing  remedies.  The 
principles  of  the  common  law  and  of  equity  are  very  numerous, 
and  they  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  necessities  which  some- 
times occur  in  practice.  It  is  to  this  vast  collection  of  rules  and 
principles  that  the  court  must  now  resort,  in  case  the  statute  feils 
to  furnish  a  proper  rule  or  adequate  relief.  And,  so  long  as  the 
courts  are  at  liberty  to  supply  defects  by  resorting  to  those  prin- 
ciples which  were  developed  and  applied  by  the  judges  and  courts 
under  the  former  practice,  there  will  be  no  failure  of  justice  for 
want  of  a  good  rule,  and  no  want  of  symmetry  and  convenience 
in  the  course  of  legal  proceedings. 

Section  6.  Abrogating  or  changing  decisions.  No  court  can 
disregard  or  nullify  a  statute,  if  it  is  constitutional,  and  is  capable 
of  being  carried  into  efliect.    The  court  is  bound  to  obey  such  a 
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statute,  even  though  it  disregards  convenience  or  justice.  •  But  a 
rule  established  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts  may,  as  we  have 
seen,  be  changed  by  the  same  court  which  established  it.  The 
remedy  for  correcting  erroneous  decisions  is  not  left  entirely  to 
the  same  court  which  made  them ;  for  the  mode  of  reviewing 
decisions  upon  appeal  is  a  most  e£Eectual  method  of  securing  a 
full  deliberation,  and  a  wise  and  just  settlement  of  all  questions. 
In  such  cases  the  appellate  court  has  an  opportunity  for  learning 
the  reasons  which  governed  the  court  below,  and  the  addition^ 
advantage  of  a  full  argument  by  counsel,  and  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  previous  adjudications  upon,  the  same  or  similar  points, 
and,  with  the  aid  of  these  lights,  to  render  a  correct  decision.  This 
power  of  changing  the  decisions,  when  that  is  necessary,  and  the 
advantage  of  consulting  other  decisions  or  authorities  by  the 
judges,  before  deciding  a  pointy  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
methods  that  could  be  devised  for  securing  the  creation  or  adop- 
tion and  application  of  the  wisest  and  best  rules  of  practice  in 
every  case  presented  for  examination  and  decision. 

Section  7.  Decisions  when  preferable  to  statutes.  While  a 
statute  has  the  advantage  of  being  inflexible,  that  very  circum- 
stance may  be  one  of  the  greatest  objections  to  it.  In  matters  of 
practice  it  is  important  that  there  should  be  a  settled  rule,  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  in  no  other  department  of  l^al  science  is  there 
so  great  a  need  of  the  power  of  adapting  the  rules  of  practice  to 
each  case  and  point  as  it  is  presented  for  decision.  And  if  fixed 
inflexible  rules  must  be  established  by  any  one,  it  is  far  better 
to  repose  that  trust  in  the  courts  instead  of  the  legislature.  The 
judges,  by  constant  and  careful  observation,  have  discovered  the 
defects  that  need  correction,  and,  by  long  study  and  experience, 
they  are  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  systems  of  practice  in 
force.  '  Under  such  circumstances,  there  can  be  little  room  for 
doubt  as  to  the  superior  qualifications  of  the  judges  to  settle  the 
rules  of  practice.  And,  if  a  statutory  system  is  to  be  continued, 
no  greater  improvement  could  be  adopted  than  that  which  should 
provide  by  statute  that  the  courts  should  have  power  in  all  cases 
to  provide  by  general  rules  for  all  such  cases  as  might  arise  and 
were  unprovided  for  by  statute.  The  courts  now  have  authority 
to  resort  to  the  old  practice  in  some  instances,  but  this  is  not 
enough.  Let  the  courts  have  power  to  make  proper  rules,  and  to 
provide  appropriate  remedies  or  relief  in  all  cases  which  may  be 
brought  before  them.    And  let  them  have  the  further  power  of 
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changing  all  rales  or  practices  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  a 
systematic  general  plan.  If  this  power  had  always  been  pos- 
sessed by  the  courts,  there'  would  have  been  no  need  of  a 
statutory  practice ;  or,  if  the  outline  must  be  created  by  statute, 
the  filUng  up  and  completion  of  the  plan  as  to  details  would  be 
safely  left  to  the  courts.  The  common  law  and  the  equity  system 
did  not  invest  tlie  judges  with  suflBicient  powers  for  changing  the 
practice,  or  for  establishing  a  new  one.  The  courts  had  exten- 
sive powers  as  to  the  application  of  settled  rules  or  principles ; 
but  they  felt  restrained  from  exercising  a  power  of  creating  or 
devising  new  ones,  or  from  deviating  from  settled  rules  of  law 
or  practice.  The  power  to  create  a  practice  must  be  confided  to 
some  man  or  body  of  men,  and  to  whom  can  it  be  more  safely 
intrusted  than  to  those  judges  who  are  to  define,  construe  and 
apply  it  ? 

Section  8.  Principles  of  law  and  equity  practice.  Notwith- 
standing the  defects  of  the  former  systems  of  practice  at  law  or 
in  equity,  they  were  generally  adequate  to  the  emergencies  that 
required  their  application.  As  the  result  of  many  centuries'  ex- 
perience, they  contained  an  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of 
rules  and  principles  which  had  been  adopted  by  wise  and  just 
judges,,  upon  the  most  careful  consideration,  after  a  fair  trial  in 
the  course  of  actual  practice.  To  throw  all  the  advantages  of 
these  systems  aside  is  not  wise,  and  the  more  frequently  the 
courts  resort  to  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  conferred  for 
that  purpose,  the  more  beautiful  and  useful  will  the  new  practice 
become  in  its  development. 

Section  9.  Conflicting  authorities.  There  are  natural  difiTer- 
ences  of  opinion  among  men,  and  there  have  been,  and  there  will 
continue  to  be,  conflicting  decisions  upon  questions  of  law. 
They  constitute,  however,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  authorities,  and  their  influence  is  of  a  temporary  char- 
acter, for  upon  further  consideration  and  decisions  it  will  be 
found  that  there  is  generally  a  well-defined  current  or  balance  of 
authority. 

Upon  general  principles  of  law  or  equity  the  courts  do  not  ^ 
limit  themselves  to  the  decisions  of  a  single  State,  but  extend 
their  researches  over  the  entire  field  of  English  and  American 
law.  And,  when  this  has  been  done,  a  rule  is  adopted  which  is 
most  consonant  to  reason  and  justice,  unless  in  some  case  the 
overwhelming  current  of  local  authority  is  felt  to  be  conclusive. 
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To  found  decisions  npon  a  fall  review  of  all  the  authorities  has 
several  advantages ;  it  secures  an  examination  of  all  the  reasons 
for  or  against  the  rule ;  it  shows  in  what  direction  a  majority  of 
the  courts  are  proceeding ;  it  enables  the  court  to  profit  by  the 
experience  of  ages  gone  by,  as  well  as  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
present ;  it  has  a  tendency  to  secure  uniformity  and  accuracy  in 
the  points  settled,  and^  from  some  of  the  numerous  decisions  re- 
ported, there  will  be  found  some  authority  in*i)ointy  either  in 
facts  or  principle. 

If  our  courts  would  examine  the  conflicting  decisions  upon  the 
construction  to  be  given  to  the  various  sections  of  the  Code, 
there  would  ultimately  be  a  clear  and  satisfactory  result  at- 
tained, and  a  harmonious  practice  established. 

Section  10«  DiTersities  and  unlfonttities.  In  all  the  great  essen- 
tials of  practice  there  will  be  a  general  uniformity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  diversities  in  the  details.  This  is  ti'ue  of  all  legal 
principles,  whether  they  relate  to  matters  of  practice,  or  to  the 
general  principles  of  jurisprudence.  At  the  present  time  there 
is  a  tendency  toward  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  the  courts 
of  the  different  States,  several  of  them  haviDg  adopted  the 
general  plan  of  the  New  York  Code  of  Procedure.  And  should 
this  practice  extend  to  all  of  the  States,  much  woxdd  be 
done  toward  securing  a  uniform  American  system  of  practice. 
In  past  times,  and  even  at  this  day,  the  courts  of  this  country 
have  followed  the  decisions  of  the  English  courts  to  a  greater  or 
lesser  extent.  And,  after  the  older  States  of  the  Union  had  estab- 
lished systems  of  practice,  the  newer  States  firequentiy  adopted 
the  principles  of  the  decisions  made  by  the  courts  of  such  older 
States.  So,  too,  statutes  have  been  borrowed  froi%  the  English 
books,  by  the  different  States,  as  well  as  by  the  several  States  from 
each  other.  And,  in  the  adoption  of  the  Code^  there  is  nothing 
new  in  the  general  principle  of  adopting  the  systems  of  law  or 
practice  established  elsewhere. 


ARTICLE  V. 

fiULES    OF  THE    COtJBT. 

Seetton  1.  Nature  and  ofcgect  of  rules.  Bules  of  court  are  made 
for  the  purpose  of  declaring  what  practice  shall  be  pursued  in 
specified  oases,  and  to  establish  a  uniform  and  known  method  of 
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proceeding  in  such  general  matters  as  are  of  daily  occurrence, 
and  to  save  the  courts  the  trouble  of  making  a  special  order  in 
each  particular  case. 

It  is  by  means  of  such  general  rules  that  the  tourt  directs,  in 
advance,  and  with  entire  uniformity,  what  steps  shall  be  taken 
in  many  of  the  proceedings  in  the  action,  which  steps  could  not 
otherwise  be  regularly  taken  unless  by  an  express  order  of  the 
court  previously  obtained.  And,  in  actual  practice,  as  well  as  in 
theory,  every  step  taken  in  a  cause  by  virtue  of  a  general  rule,  is 
actually  taken  by  the  express  direction  of  the  court,  with  this 
qualification,  that  it  is  made  in  advance,  and  that  it  applies  to  all 
similar  cases  as  well  as  to  the  one  which  is  proceeding  under 
those  rules. 

Section  2.  Incidental  power  to  make  rules.  Every  court  of 
record  has  inherent  power,  iadependently  of  any  statute,  to  make 
rules  for  the  transaction  of  its  business,  provided  such  rules  do 
not  contravene  the  law  of  the  land.  This  power  has  been  exer- 
cised for  a  long  period,  and  by  all  courts  of  record. 

Section  3.  Statutory  authority  to  make  rules.  Under  the  former 
practice,  the  statute  gave  the  supreme  court  judges  and  the  chan- 
cellor the  power  to  make  general  rules  of  practice  in  cases  not 
provided  for  by  statute.  2  R.  S.  176,  §  46  ;  id.  199,  §§  19,  20, 
21,  22. 

•The  Code,  section  470,  confers  authority  upon  specified  judges 
to  make  general  rules  to  govern  several  of  the  courts  of  record. 
So,  too,  the  laws  of  1870,  chapter  408,  section  13,  provide  for  the 
adoption  of  general  rules  which  are  binding  upon  all  courts  of 
record.  In  pursuance  of  these  statutes,  a  body  of  general  rules 
has  been  adapted ;  and  by  the  96th  rule  so  made,  the  various 
courts  of  record  and  general  terms  are  authorized  to  make  such 
further  rules  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  transaction  of 
business  before  them,  provided  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
general  rules. 

Section  4.  Force  and  effect  of  rules.  The  statute  which  pro- 
vides for  the  adoption  of  a  set  of  general  rules,  declares  that  they 
shall  be  binding  upon  all  the  courts  of  record  of  this  State,  so  far 
as  they  are  applicable  to  their  practice.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  408,  § 
13.    The  Code,  section  470,  is  nearly  similar  in  its  provisions. 

The  binding  effect  of  these  rules  may  be  considered  in  refer- 
ence to  the  parties  to  the  actions  or  proceedings,  and  in  relation 
to  the  courts  themselves.    That  the  parties  are  bound  by  the 
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rules,  and  that  a  disregard  of  them  is  an  irregularity  in  the  prac- 
tice, is  a  well-established  principle,  which  is'acted  upon  every 
day.  And  every  act  which  is  regularly  done  in  pursuance  of  a 
general  rule  is  as  valid  as  though  done  by  the  express  direction 
of  the  court  in  some  particular  instance. 

Rules  deliberately  adopted  by  the  whole  number  or  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  judges,  authorized  by  law  to  make  them,  ought  to  be 
very  generally  observed  and  enforced.  And  the  courts  are 
unwilling  to  sanction  a  disregard  of  them.  Batter  shall  v.  Dams, 
23  How.  383 ;  MaMer  of  Livingston,  34  N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  656,  682 ; 
2  Abb.  N.  S.  1,  28. 

How  far  an  appellate  court  will  interfere  with  a  disregard  of  a 
general  rule,  see  the  case  last  cited  and  Coleman  v.  Nantz,  63 
Penn.  St.  (13  Smith)  178.  When  a  judge  will  disregard  one  of 
the  rules  of  court,  see  Clark  v.  Brooks^  26  How.  285. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

niSCRETIOK  OF  THE  COtJRT. 

Section  1.  Necessity  for  such  a  piower.  In  every  case  in  which 
a  question  arises  there  must  be  some  mode  or  principle  of  decis- 
ion. To  anticipate  every  conceivable  case  is  not  a  possibility,  and 
to  establish  a  legal  rule  which  shall  cover  all  future  contingencies 
would  be  equally  impracticable.  It  is  a  wise  rule  which  declares 
that  as  much  shall  be  done  as  is  practicable,  to  provide  a  rule 
which  shall  govern  each  case  in  accordance  with  legal  principles, 
instead  of  leaving  the  decision  to  the  discretion  of  the  judge. 
For,  where  there  is  a  settled  legal  rule  of  decision,  every  one  knows 
what  that  rule  is,  and  he  has  a  remedy  by  appeal  in  case  any 
violation  of  the  rule  occurs  to  his  detriment. 

But  there  are  many  cases  in  which  no  general  rule  can  be 
applied,  and  in  which  the  interests  of  the  parties  and  of  the  pub- 
lic will  be  best  subserved  by  leaving  the  disposition  of  particular 
questions  to  the  discretion  of  the  judge,  upon  all  the  facta 
appearing  in  the  cause.  As  the  law  now  stands,  there  is  hardly  a 
general  step  in  the  progress  of  an  action  which  is  not  more  or  less 
liable  to  be  controlled  by  the  discretion  of  the  judge. 

As  this  section  was  designed  to  state  the  general  rule,  and  not 
to  furnish  the  instances  in  which  a  discretion  is  permitted,  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  mention  a  few  examples  by  way  of  illustration. 
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• 

If  a  sammons  has  been  served,  and  the  defendant  has  neglected 
to  answer  in  due'  time,  it  will  be  discretionary  with  the  court 
whether  to  permit  him  to  answer,  and  even  to  limit  the  character 
of  the  answer,  if  one  is  allowed.  In  the  conrse  of  a  trial  by 
jury,  there  are  constant  instances  of  the  exercise  of  a  discretion^ 
ary  power  of  the  court.  So  of  the  selection  of  a  referee  to  try 
a  cause,  so  as  to  questions  of  costs,  and  so  as  to  granting  or 
refusing  leave  to  amend  pleadmgs  or  other  proceedings.  And 
these  are  but  a  very  few  of  the  innumerable  instances  in  which 
the  decision  is  controlled  or  influenced  by  circumstances  submit- 
ted to  the  court  for  its  consideration. 

This  discretion  is  indispensable  to  a  wise  and  just  administra- 
tion of  the  law ;  for,  in  multitudes  of  the  instances  which  occur 
in  practice,  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case  require 
consideration  before  a  just  decision  can  be  made.  And  no  gen- 
eral rules  could  be  adopted  which  would  reach  each  case  and  do 
entire  justice.  Suppose  the  case  of  a  motion,  which  is  founded 
upon  aflidavits,  and  opposed  by  counter  affidavits,  how  much  is 
there  that  depends  upon  the  facts  disclosed,  and  what  general 
rule  could  provide  for  its  disposal  upon  disputed  facts,  whUe  a 
learned  and  experienced  judge  can  secure  ample  justice  after  a 
full  hearing  of  the  matter.  This  discretionary  power  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  ones  that  can  be  possessed  or  exercised  by  the 
courts.  That  there  may  be  errors  in  the  exercise  of  such  a  power 
is  not  to  be  denied ;  but  the  same  thing  is  true  of  an  exercise  of 
the  powers  of  the  court  in  deciding  ordinary  questions  of  law, 
which  do  not  depend  upon  the  discretion  of  the  judge,  or  of 
the  court. 

Section  2.  Discretion^  how  exercised*  .  The  general  principle 
which  ought  to  govern  in  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power  of 
the  court,  is  to  use  it  for  the  furtherance  of  justice.  Where  the 
facts  are  undisputed  and  the  law  well  settled,  the  court  has  no 
power  over  the  case  except  to  apply  the  rules  of  law.  But, 
where  the  rules  of  law  are  equally  well  settled,  and  the  facts  are 
in  dispute,  to  be  settled  upon  conflicting  evidence ;  or,  where  the 
applicant  has  no  legal  right  upon  which  he  can  insist,  but  is 
compelled  to  ask  for  what  he  receives  as  a  favor,  or  a  dispensa- 
tion with  settled  rules  which  he  has  violated  or  disregarded,  the 
court  may  exercise  its  discretion  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure 
all  just  rights  of  all  the  parties.  There  is  no  power  more  delicate, 
and  none  in  which  the  court  has  more  unlimited  authority  than 
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in  such  cases ;  and,  for  this  reason,  there  is  no  act  of  the  court 
which  demands  or  which  receives  more  scrupulous  care  than  this 
exercise  of  that  legal  discretion  which  the  law  has  confided  to 
the  judges  of  the  courts.  Such  a  power  is  one  in  which  the  court 
may  sometimes  give  relief  when  the  party  would  be  remediless 
without  its  exercise.  But  it  is  guarded  by  the  corresponding 
power  of  imposing  such  terms  and  conditions  upon  the  relieved 
party  as  will  fully  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  opposite 
party.  In  all  matters  of  practice,  where  so  much  depends  upon  , 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  case,  this  discretionary  power 
is  indispensable,  and  it  is  one  which  is  more  frequently  than  any 
other  called  into  daily  use  by  the  necessities  of  the  parties  to 
actions  or  proceedings  in  the  courts. 

Section  S.  Beviewing  exercise  of  discretion.  It  is  evident  that, 
from  the  very  nature  of  this  power,  its  review  by  a  higher  tribunal 
is  not  ordinarily  practicable.  The  very  fact  that  the  exercise  of 
the  power  is  one  which  is  governed  by  the  judgment  of  the  court 
or  judge  upon  all  the  facts,  instead  of  a  ruling  upon  a  mere  legal 
principle,  distinguishes  the  case  from  aU  others.  Again,  the 
decision  below  is  not  governed  by  l^al  rules  framed  for  its 
guidance  ;  and,  yet,  it  is  not  a  decision  in  violation  of  law,  or  a 
mere  arbitrary  decision  according  to  the  caprice  of  the  judge 
making  the  decision.  The  law  must  confide  the  power  of  decid- 
ing many  questions  to  the  judgment,  justice  and  wisdom  of 
some  tribunal,  and  in  this  instance  it  is  generally  left  with  the 
judges  or  courts  below,  from  whose  decision  there  is,  as  a  general 
rule,  no  appeal.  It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  appellate  courts 
do  not  sometimes  interpose  and  change  or  overrule  decisions 
thus  made  ;  and  yet  this  can  rarely  be  done,  in  the  case  of  a 
decision  which  is  strictly  discretionary,  because  the  moment  a 
decision  becomes  subject  to  a  review  because  it  has  violated  a 
settled  legal  rule,  from  that  moment  the  discretionary  power 
ceases  to  exist  in  that  case. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

USAGE. 

Section  1.    The  practice  of  the  court  is  the  law  of  the  court. 

Every  court  is  the  guardian  of  its  own  records,  and  master  of 
its  own  practice,  and  where  a  practice  has  long  existed  it  is  con- 
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venient  to  adhere  to  it,  because  it  is  the  practice,  even  though  no 
reason  can  be  assigned  for  it ;  for  a  long  standing  rule  of  practice 
in  the  law  generally  stands  upon  principles  that  are  founded  in 
justice  and  convenience. 

Long  usage  in  the  practice  of  the  courts,  or  of  a  particular 
court,  may  be  considered  the  common  law  of  the  court,  for  the 
acquiescence  in  constant  proceedings,  by  the  judges,  officers  and 
attorneys  of  the  courts,  is  evidence  that  it  is  reasonable,  and  has 
not  been  found  objectionable,  because  if  it  had,  it  would  have 
induced  a  change  by  the  courts,  as  they  have  power  in  most 
cases  to  do. 

It  is  important  that  a  usage  should  be  adhered  to  until  ex- 
pressly altered  by  statute,  or  by  rule  of  the  court,  for  if  this 
were  not  done  a  practitioner  who  relied  upon  the  known  prac- 
tice would  be  misled  if  there  were  any  sudden  or  unpromul- 
gated changes,  and  this  sure  reason  weighs  against  any  change 
which  is  not  demanded  by  some  necessity. 

And  in  courts  like  those  organized  in  this  State,  where  there 
are  so  many  judges  who  are  employed  in  enforcing  the  practice, 
it  is  indispensable  that  a  settled  usage  or  practice  should  be  ob- 
served, for  a  slight  departure  by  each  judge  would  soon  com- 
pletely unsettle  the  entire  practice. 


PART   IV. 


THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  ACTIONS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE   SUMMONS. 

ARTICLE  L 

AOnOKS  GOMMElf CED  BY  SUHMOKS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  civil 
actions  in  the  courts  of  record  of  this  State  were  commenced 
either  by  summons,  by  writ  (capias  ad  respondendum)^  or  by 
declaration. 

The  summons  was  used  in  actions  against  corporations  only ; 
the  capias^  in  actions  against-  persons  not  privileged  from  arrest ; 
and  the  declaration  in  nearly  all  actions  where  no  bail  was 
required.    1  Burr.  Pr.  86. 

The  Code  abrogated  the  old  forms  of  procedure,  and  provided 
that  all  civil  actions  in  the  courts  of  record  of  this  State  shall  be 
commenced  by  the  issuing  and  service  of  a  summons,  by  the  vol- 
untary general  appearance  of  the  defendant ,  or  by  the  submis- 
sion of  a  case  upon  which  a  controversy  depends  to  a  court  for  a 
final  determination.    Code,  §§  127,  139,  372. 

These  are  the  only  modes  by  which  an  action  can  be  com- 
menced. IHefendoTf  v.  Elwood^  3  How.  285 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R. 
42 ;  Akin  v.  Albany  Northern  B.  B.  Co.^  14  How.  337;  Ken- 
dall V.  Washburn^  id.  380 ;  In  re  Griswold^  13  Barb.  412 ; 
OHara  v.  Brophy^  24  How.  379  ;  and  see  art  Q^post^  p. 
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ARTICLE  n. 

BEQUISITES  OF  A  SUMMONS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  The  oflEice  of  a  summons  is  to  give  to 
the  defendant  certain  and  authentic  notice,  that  an  action  has 
been  commenced  against  him ;  to  apprise  him  of  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  claims  of  the  plaintiff ;  and  to  compel  his  appear- 
ance in  court,  to  answer  to  these  demands,  within  a  time  stated, 
under  penalty  of  forfeiting  all  subsequent  right  to  dispute  their 
validity,  or  to  prevent  their  enforcement.  BvlJcley  v.  BuLTcley^ 
6  Abb.  307. 

Although  a  summons  need  not  follow  any  prescribed  form,  it 
must  contain  certain  requisites  that  may  best  be  considered  in 
detail.    First  among  these  is  the  title. 

Section  2.  The  title.  The  Code  does  not  require  that  the  sum- 
mons shall  contain  a  title,  but  by  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
courts,  a  title  is  essential  to  the  regularity  of  every  summons, 
and  indispensable  where  the  summons  and  complaint  are  served 
separately.  In  the  title  of  the  summons  are  included  the  name  of 
the  court,  the  place  of  trial,  and  the  names  of  the  parties,  plain- 
tiff and  defendant.  See  Yan  Namee  v.  Peoble,  9  How.  198.  A 
summons,  if  served  without  a  complaint,  is  irregular  if  it  does 
not  contain  the  name  of  the  court  in  which  the  action  will  be 
prosecuted.  JaToesY.  KirTcpatricJc^  5  How.  241 ;  S,  C,  3  Code 
R.  174;  Dix  v.  Palmer,  5  How.  233;  S.  C.,3CodeR.  214; 
Walker  v.  Hubbard,  4  How.  164 ;  ArumymouBy  2  Code  R.  76 ;  Ward 
V.  Stringhamj  1  id.  118.  But  if  the  summons  and  complaint 
are  served  together,  an  omission  of  the  name  of  the  court  in 
the  summons  will  be  disregarded  if  the  court  is  named  in  the 
complaint  Ta^s  v.  Blodgetty  8  How.  278.  As  the  statute  does 
not  in  express  terms  require  that  the  court  shall  be  named  in  the 
summons,  an  omission  of  this  nature  cannot  render  the  sum- 
mons void,  but  only  voidable,  and  the  defect  may  be  cured  by 
amendment.  Such  amendment  cannot  be  claimed  as  a  matter  of 
right,  but  is  wholly  within  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and,  if 
denied,  furnishes  no  ground  for  appeal.  Tallman  v.  Hinman, 
10  How.  89.  As  it  is  as  important  that  the  defendant  should  be 
informed  where  the  trial  will  be  had,  or  in  what  particular  court, 
the  summons  should  specify  the  place  of  trial.    The  name  of  the 
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county  only  need  be  given,  as  the  name  of  the  State  is  never 
required.  Cook  v.  Kelsey,  19  N,  Y.  (5  Smith)  412  ;  aflBinning  S. 
C,  8  Abb.  170 ;  17  How.  134. 

Section  3.  The  direction.  The  Code  simply  requires  that  the 
summons  shall  be  directed  to  the  defendant  Code,  §  128. 
When  the  defendant  is  an  individual  and  is  prosecuted  in  his 
individual  capacity,  and  is  known  to  the  plaintiff,  no  difficulty 
can  arise  in  respect  to  the  direction.  But  where  the  true  name  of 
the  defendant  is  unknown,  or  the  action  is  against  him  in  an  offi- 
cial or  representative  character,  the  direction  should  be  modified 
with  the  name  of  the  defendant  as  given  in  the  title.  The  man- 
ner of  designating  the  jmrties  in  the  title  of  the  summons  is  dis- 
cussed in  the  following  section. 

Seetioi^  4.  Names  and  character  of  parties.  In  inserting  the 
names  of  the  parties  in  the  summons  it  is  essential  that  the  full 
true  name  of  all  the  parties,  plaintiff  or  defendant,  should  be 
given.  See  Walker  &  Co.  v.  Parkins^  2  D.  &  L.  982 ;  Scott  v. 
Soans^  3  East^  111 ;  Berdley  v.  Smithy  3  Caiaes,  170.  By  the 
true  name  is  meant  the  christian  name  given  the  party  in  baptism 
and  the  surname  of  his  ancestor.  Bank  of  Havana  v.  Magee^  20 
N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  355.  To  this  general  rule  there  are,  however, 
some  exceptions.  Thus,  it  is  not  allowable  to  commence  an 
action  in  tiie  maiden  name  of  a  married  female.  Traveryr. 
Eighth  Aventie  H.  ^.,6  Abb.  N.  S.  46;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App. 
203 ;  3  Reyes,  497.  So  where  the  true  name  of  the  party  has 
been  long  abandoned  and  another  assumed  by  which  he  is 
commonly  known,  the  action  may  be  brought  in  the  assumed 
name.  Cooper  v.  Burr,  45  Barb.  9 ;  WiUiaTns  v.  Bryant^  5 
Mees.  &  Wels.  447.  Or,  if  a  party  is  known  by  two  names 
he  may  be  sued  by  either.  Eagleston  v.  Son^  5  Rob.  640. 
It  is  never  necessary  to  give  the  middle  name  of  parties,  or  the 
distinguishing  words  ** Senior"  or  ''Junior,"  as  these  words 
form  no  part  of  the  name.  There  are  but  two  names,  the  chris- 
tian and  surname,  by  which  a  party  is  known  to  the  law.  People 
V.  Cook,  14  Barb.  259.  And  see  Petition  of  John  Snook^  2  Hilt. 
666.  The  importance  of  giving  the  true  name  of  the  parties  in  a 
summons  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  judgment  and  execution 
against  the  property  of  a  defendant  designated  by  a  wrong  chris- 
tian name  is  wholly  void,  and  the  parties  enforcing  such  judg- 
ment are  trespassers.  Farnham  v.  Hildreth^  32  Barb.  277,  281 ; 
MovUon  V.  De  Ma  Carty^  6  Rob.  470.    So,  if  an  execution  is 
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issued  against  the  person  of  the  defendant,  but  under  a  wrong 
name,  and  he  is  arrested  thereon,  the  sheriff  making  the  arrest  is 
liable  to  an  action  for  false  imprisonment.  Miller  v.  Foley ^  28 
Barb.  630 ;  Mead  y.  Haws^  7  Cow.  332.  See  Fisher  v.  Magnay, 
6  Man.  &  Grang.  778 ;  Dunston  v.  Patterson^  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  496. 
This  question  is  more  fully  discussed  under  the  titles  ''Execu- 
tion" and  "Arrest." 

In  actions  by  or  against  persons  acting  in  a  representative 
character,  it  is  equally  important  that  the  character  in  which  the 
parties  seek  to  appear  should  be  indicated  by  the  title  of  the 
summons,  for,  in  the  case  of  a  variance  between  the  summons  and 
the  complaint,  the  summons  will  control.  Thus,  where  a  plain- 
tiff describes  himself  in  the  summons  as  suing  in  a  representar 
tive  capacity,  he  cannot  by  any  averments  in  the  complaint 
maintain  an  action  for  a  claim  due  to  him  individually.  BlaTVch- 
ard  V.  Strait^  8  How.  83.  So,  if  he  commences  his  action  as  an 
individual,-  he  cannot  afterward  change  the  character  in  which 
he  sues,  and  recover  for  a  claim  held  by  him  in  a  representative 
capacity.  McMahon  v.  Allen^  12  How.  39 ;  S.  C.  affirmed, 
8  Abb.  89  ;  1  Hilt.  103.  See  Eagle  v.  Fox,  8  Abb.  40  ;  S.  C,  28 
Barb.  473. 

If  the  plaintiff  desires  to  sue  in  a  representative  character,  the 
word  "  a5  "  must  be  inserted  between  the  name  of  the  party  and 
his  descriptive  title.  An  omission  of  this  word  is  fatal  to  the 
character  in  which  he  seeks  to  appear ;  and  all  other  words  added 
to  this  name  will  be  regarded  as  mere  descriptio  personce,  and  the 
action  as  brought,  not  in  another' s  right,  but  in  his  own,  as  an 
individual.  Merritt  v.  Seaman,  6  N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  168,  172; 
Sheldon  v.  Hoy,  11  How.  11 ;  Worden  v.  Worthington,  2  Barb. 
368 ;  Boot  v.  Price^  22  How.  372 ;  Ogdenshurgh  Bank  v.  Van 
Jiensselaer,  6  Hill,  240.  An  action  by  "A.  B.,  as  executor, 
etc.,"  is  properly  brought ;  while  an  action  b^  "  A.  B.,  executor, 
etc.,"  is  the  suit  of  an  individual,  whatever  may  be  the  aver- 
ments of  the  accompanying  complaint.  lb.  Where  an  action 
is  brought  against  a  county,  the  party  defendant  should  be 
designated  in  the  summons  as  "the  Board  of  Supervisors  of," 
etc. ;  but  where  an  action  is  brought  against  the  supervisors  as 
such,  the  names  of  the  lAembers  composing  the  board  should  be 
inserted  in  the  summons,  with  the  name  of  their  office  annexed. 
Wild  V.  Supervisors  of  Columbia  County^  9  How.  316  ;  Magee  v. 
Cutler,  43  Barb.  239,  261.    And,  in  general,  the  individual  name 
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of  a  public  officer,  with  the  addition  of  his  title  of  office,  shotild 
he  inserted  in  the  summons  in  all  actions  brought  by  or  against 
him  in  his  official  character.  Paige  v.  Fazackerly^  36  Barb. 
892 ;  People  v.  Commissioners  of  Highways  of  Seward^  27  id. 
94 ;  Sv/pervisor  of  Galway  v.  St/imson^  4  HUl,  136. 

Actions  relating  to  the  property  of  a  religious  corporation  or 
society  must  be  brought  or  defended  in  the  corporate  or  society 
name,  and  not  in  the  name  of  its  officers.  Bundy  v.  Birdsall, 
29  Barb.  31 ;  Lowentfiall  v.  Wiseman^  66  Barb.  490.  An  action 
in  the  name  of  the  president,  and  describing  him  as  such,  will 
not  be  sufficient,  and  will  be  treated  as  a  mere  description  of  the 
person.  lb.  And  see  Parties  to  Actions.  It  often  occurs  in  prac- 
tice that  the  plaintiff  is  ignorant  of  the  true  name  of  the  party 
defendant.  The  Code  authorizes  him,  in  such  cases,  to  substi- 
tute any  fictitious  name  for  the  name  of  the  defendant,  and  on  the 
discovery  of  the  true  name,  to  amend  the  summons  accordingly. 
Code,  §  175.  But  it  is  only  when  the  name  of  the  defe;ndant  is 
unknown,  that  this  course  is  allowable.  OrandaZl  v.  Bea^h^  7 
How.  271.  It  is  advisable,  if  not  necessary,  to  insert  with  the 
fictitious  name  some  description,  by  which  the  unknown  party 
may  be  identified.  See  Pindar  v.  Blacky  4  How.  96  ;  S.  C,  2 
Code  R.  63.  And  the  complaint  must  show  that  the  name  em- 
ployed is  fictitious  and  the  true  one  unknown.  Crandall  v. 
Beachy  7  How.  271.  But  while  the  law  allows  two  fictitious 
names  to  be  inserted  when  either  of  the  real  ones  are  unknown, 
it  dees  not  recognise  a '  separate  single  letter  as  a  name  ;  and  if 
either  the  christian  or  surname  of  the  defendant  is  unknown, 
the  plaintiff  should  proceed  as  if  neither  were  known.  See 
Frank  v.  Leoie^  6  Rob.  699.  Not  only  will  the  court  in  all  cases 
require,  that  the  full  name  of  the  plaintiff  shall  be  given,  but,  in 
proper  cases,  will  compel  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  to  disclose 
the  residence  and  occupation  of  his  client.  These  facts  are 
supposed  to  be  always  within  the  knowledge  of  the  attorney  and 
must  be  disclosed  when  the  rights  of  the  defendant  require  it. 
Vincents,  Vanderhilt,  10  How.  324 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  193 ;  4  Duer, 
632  5  Harris  v.  Holler^  7  Dowl.  and  L.  319  ;  Cox  v.  Bockett^  18 
C.  B.  N.  S.  239  ;  11  Jur.  N4  S.  88  ;  Malpar  v.  Muddy  3  Hurlst. 
and  N.  246.  If  the  description  of  the  residence  is  not  sufficient, 
the  proceedings  of  the  plaintiff  will  be  stayed  until  he  gives  a  more 
accurate  and  proper  one.  Hodson  v.  Oamhle^  3  D.  P.  C.  174.  An 
attorney  who  gives  a  false  residence  of  his  client,  without  using 
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proper  means  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  correct  or  not,  subjects 
himself  to  the  costs  of  an  attachment  issaed  against  him,  though 
he  is  not  liable  to  the  costs  of  the  action  where  he  is  unable  to 
give  his  client' s  residence,  after  due  inquiry.  NeaZ  y.  Hblden^  3 
Dowl.  P.  C.  493. 

Section  5.  The  suhscription.  Prior  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Code  in  1870,  a  summons  might  be  subscribed  by  either  the  plain- 
tiff or  his  attorney.  But  the  Code  as  amended  requires  that  the 
signature  shall  be  that  of  the  attorney  only.  Code,  §  128.  By  attor- 
ney must  be  understood,  not  a  mere  agent,  but  an  attorney  at 
law.  Weare  v.  Slocum^  8  How.  397 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  105 ;  Dixey 
V.  PoUock,  8  Cal.  670.  See  Hall  v.  Sawyer,  47  Barb.  116. 
The  form  of  the  signature  is  immaterial  if  it  conveys  to  the 
adverse  party  the  name  and  residence  of  the  party  issuing  it. 
Thus  where  the  summons  is  issued  by  a  law  firm,  it  is  sufficient 
to  give  the  firm  name  without  setting  forth  the  christian  names  of 
the  individual  members.  Barik  of  Geneva  v.  Mice,  12  Wend. 
424.  See  Slxiyter  v.  Smith,  2  Bosw.  678.  The  old  rule  of  the  courts, 
requiring  a  written  subscription,  no  longer  exists ;  and  if  the 
name  of  the  attorney  is  printed  upon  the  summons,  the  signature 
will  be  sufficient  within  the  requirements  of  the  Code.  Bar- 
Tiard  V.  Heydrick,  49  Barb.  62 ;  S.  C,  2  Abb.  N.  S.  47 ;  32  How. 
97 ;  Mutual  Iru.  Co.  v.  Moss,  10  Abb.  260,  note.  But,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  subscription  required  by  the  Code,  a  rule  of  the  court 
requires  the  attorney  to  add  to  his  name  his  pla<3e  of  business, 
and  provides  that  if  he  shall  neglect  to  do  so,  papers  may  be 
served  on  him  at  his  place  of  residence,'  through  the  maU,  by 
directii^  them  according  to  the  best  ioformation  which  can  con- 
veniently be  obtained  concerning  his  residence.  The  postage  of 
papers  so  served  must  be  prepaid.  If  neither  place  of  business 
or  residence  can  be  found,  service  may  be  made  by  filing  the 
papers  with  the  clerk.  This  rule  applies  to  a  party  who  prose- 
cutes or  defends  in  person,  whether  he  be  an  attorney  or  not 
Rule  1 3,  Supreme  Court  The  object  of  this  rule  is  to  require  both 
parties  to  the  action  to  designate  a  place  where  they  will  serve 
and  where  they  wiU  receive  their  papers.  An  attorney  having 
fixed  his  place  of  residence  by  the  sjibscription  of  the  summons 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  rule,  can  serve  papers  by  mail 
upon  the  opposite  party  from  that  place  only,  and  the  only 
manner  by  which  the  opposite  party  can  make  service  upon  him 


THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  ACTIONS.  473 

SommoiiB  —  Misnomer  of  parties. 

by  mail/ is  by  addressing  him  at  that  place.    Hurd  v.  Datis, 
13  How.  57. 

Section  6.  Misnomer  of  parties.  Under  the  former  practice  a 
defendant' s  remedy  against  misnomer  was  by  way  of  a  plea  in 
abatement,  and  a  neglect  to  interpose  such  a  plea  waived  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  defendant  which  might  result  therefrom.  But 
pleas  in  abatement  were  abolished  by  the  Code,  and  the  only 
mode  of  presenting  snch  a  defense,  under  the  present  practice,  is 
by  -answer.  Barik  of  Havana  v.  Magee^  30  N.  Y.  (6  Smith) 
866 ;  Traver  v.  Eighth  Avenue  Railroad  Company^  3  Keyes, 
497 ;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  203 ;  6  Abb.  N.  S.  46.  Tlie  court  will 
not  entertain  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  summons  on  the  ground  of  a 
misnomer  of  the  i)arty  defendant.  MiUer  v.  JSteitineTj  7  Bosw» 
692 ;  S.  C,  22  How.  6ia  The  objection  to  the  defect  in  the  sum- 
mons having  been  properly  set  forth  in  the  answer,  the  court 
may  on  the  trial  order  the  proper  amendment.  This  power  is 
given  by  section  173  of  the  Code,  in  which  it  is  provided  that  the 
court  may,  before  or  after  judgment,  in  furtherance  of  justice, 
and  on  such  terms  as  ikiay  be  proper^  amend  any  pleading^ 
process  or  proceeding,  by  adding  or  striking  out  the  name  of  $. 
party,  or  by  correcting  a  mistake  in  the  name  qf  a  party,  or  a 
mistake  in  any  other  respect.  If  the  defendant  appears,  and 
does  not  set  up  this  defense  in  his  answer,  he  will  be  deemed  to 
have  waived  the  objection.  Bank  of  Havana  v.  Magee,  20  N.  Y; 
(6  Smith)  366  ;  Traver  v.  Eighth  Avemte  Railroad  Company,  S 
Keyes,  497  ;  S.  C,  3  Trans.  App.  203 ;  6  Abb.  N.  S.  46 ;  Miller  v. 
Slettiner,  22  How.  618 ;  7  Bosw.  692.  But  a  failure  to  appear 
and  defend  does  not  deprive  the  defendant  of  the  right  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  his  property  on  an  execution  not  directed  against  it 
Thus,  where  a  defendant  sued  by  a  wrong  name  fails  to  appear 
in  the  action,  he  does  not  waive  his  right  to  object  to  the  mis- 
nomer, even  after  judgment  and  execution.  Farnham  v.  Hil- 
dreth,  32  Barb.  277,  281 ;  Movlton  v.  de  ma  Carty,  6  Rob.  470. 
Neither  can  the  court  on  the  application  of  the  party  plaintiff 
amend  the  process  and  pleadings  in  the  cause,  under  the  authority 
of  section  173  of  the  Code,  if  the  defendant  fails  to  appear.  Ser- 
vice of  summons  upon  a  party  by  a  wrong  name  does  not  give 
the  court  jurisdiction  over  his  person,  and  his  appearance  can- 
not be  compelled,  nor  can  jurisdiction  be  acquired  by  amend- 
ments after  service,  lb. ;  HoffmxLn  v.  Fish,  18  Abb.  76 ;  Cole  v. 
Hifkdson^  6  Term  B.  2^ ;  Griswold  v.  Sedgwick^  6  Cow.  46& 

60 
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The  notice  to  be  inserted  in  the  BummonB. 

The  omission  of  a  descriptive  word,  n/a  junior  or  senior ^  or  the 
middle  letter  between  the  christian  and  surname,  is  no  misnomer, 
and  needs  no  remedy.    See  People  v.  Cook^  14  Barb.  259,  261. 


ARTICLE  III. 

THE  KOTIGE  TO  BE  INSERTED  IN  THE  SUHHOKS. 

Section  1.  In  general.  No  question  more  frequently  or  more 
seriously  perplexes  the  practitioner  than  to  determine  whether 
the  notice  of  judgment  in  the  summons  is  the  proper  one  to  be 
adopted  in  some  particular  case.  To  reconcile  all  the  decisions, 
that  have  been  made  in  relation  to  this  question  is  not  possible ; 
and  to  find  a  full,  clear  and  intelligible  rule  for  determining 
which  form  of  notice  is  proper  in  aU  the  various  cases  which 
arise  in  actual  practice,  is  the  precise  thing  most  desired  by  the 
profession. 

It  may  be  well  to  notice,  in  the  first  place,  some  of  those  points 
about  which  there  is  i\p  question.  One  of  these  is,  that  under 
the  first  subdivision  of  section  129  the  action  must  be  one  thai 
arose  upon  contract 

Every  express  contract  falls  under  this  rule,  whether  oral,  or 
written  and  sealed,  or  written  but  unsealed.  Actions  for  penal- 
ties given  by  statute,  and  actions  upon  judgments,  are  regarded 
as  of  this  character.  But  whether  any  or  aU  implied  contracts 
fall  within  the  same  rule  of  construction  is  not  settled  by  the 
cases. 

The  second  admitted  rule  is,  that  the  recovery  sought  must  he 
one  for  money  only.  But  there  are  numerous  questions  here 
that  require  settlement.  Must  the  contract  specify  in  express 
terms  the  precise  sum  recoverable  1  Are  actions  for  the  recovery 
of  liquidated  damages  within  this  rule  ?  If  the  existence  of  the 
contract,  whether  express  or  implied,  and  the  fact  of  its  breach 
is  also  clear,  but  the  amount  of  damages  recoverable  is  unliqui- 
dated and  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  evidence,  is  this  a  case  under 
subdivision  one  ?  K  the  terms  of  the  contract  are  express  and 
clear,  but  the  recovery  depends  upon  fixing  the  value  of  prop- 
erty or  services,  does  the  case  fall  under  the  same  subdivision  ? 
If  the  contract  is  merely  an  implied  one,  and  the  value  of  prop- 
erty or  services  is  to  be  fixed,  what  is  th^  proper  notice  ? 

A  third  settled  rule  is,  that  all  actions  not  arising  on  contract, 
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Twr  for  the  recovery  of  money  only^  must  fall  under  siibdi- 
tision  two  of  this  section. 

Many  cases  will  be  very  clearly  within  this  subdivision.  Of 
this  kind  will  be  all  actions  for  a  tort  or  a  wrong  unconnected 
with  contract ;  all  actions  for  the  breach  of  a  contract  when 
unliquidated  damages  for  the  breach  constitute  the  sole  ground 
of  recovery  ;  all  actions  in  which  nothing  is  sought  but  equitable 
relief ;  all  actions  in  which  damages  are  claimed  for  a  fraud ;  all 
actions  founded  on  what  the  law  regards  as  wrongs  although 
arising  out  of  contract.  But  how  is  the  rule  where  the  action  is 
brought  to  recover  back  money  which  has  been  paid  on  a  contract 
procured  through  fraud ;  and  where  the  action  is  founded  upon 
a  repudiation  or  a  rescission  of  the  contract  \ 

A  fourth  settled  rule  is,  that  the  notice  cannot  he  in  the  alter- 
native^  nor  under  both  comhiTied. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  practitioner,  nothing  is  more  impor- 
tant than  the  adoption  of  some  settled  rule  which  is  easUy  and 
certainly  applied  to  each  particular  case  as  it  arises.  Such  a 
rule  ought  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  statute,  and  a  true  con- 
struction of  its  spirit  and  intent.  But,  if  there  is  a  doubt  as  to 
the  true  meaning  of  the  statute,  it  ought  to  be  amended  ;  or,  if 
that  is  not  done,  the  courts  ought  to  establish  some  certain  rule 
as  a  guide  ;  for,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  such  cases,  that 
there  should  be  an  established  rule  which  may  be  readily  applied 
by  every  intelligent  lawyer.  A  clear,  well-known,  and  settled 
rule  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  parties,  to  attorneys  and  to 
the  court  itself,  as  it  secures  the  rights  of  litigants  and  saves  the 
time  of  the  courts.  It  is  evident  that  there  has  not,  as  yet,  been 
any  general  principle  of  construction  adopted,  since  the  decisions 
are  far  from  being  in  harmony,  either  as  to  the  actual  decision, 
or  as  to  the  principle  upon  which  it  was  founded.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  suggesting  a  general  mode  of  framing  notices  under  this 
section,  the  following  general  rules  are  given : 

Section  2.  Rule  relating  to  the  first  subdivision.  A  notice 
under  this  subdivision  is  proper  in  all  cases  in  which  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  recover  a  particular  sum  which  is  specified  in 
express  terms  in  the  contract ;  or,  where  such  sum  may  be 
ascertained  from  the  language  and  terms  employed  in  the  con- 
tract ;  or  where  the  law  authorizes  the  recovery  of  a  fixed  sum, 
and  it  treats  the  recovery  as  one  founded  upon  contract,  although 
there  may  be  no  actual  contract 
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Under  this  rule  all  express  <5ontract3  are  iBcluded,  whether 
oral  or  written,  sealed  or  unsealed.  Actions  upon  judgments, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  giren  by  statute,  are  treated  as 
contracts,  and  besides  are  for  a  fixed  sum  and  thus  fall  within 
this  subdivision. 

But  this  form  of  notice  is  limited  to  cases  arising  upon  express 
contracts,  or  to  legal  liabilities  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  and 
where,  in  both  classes  of  cases,  a  specific  sum  is  to  be  recovered. 

All  other  cases  of  implied  contracts  are  excluded  for  the  reason 
that  upon  implied  contracts  there  is  no  fixed  sum  as  a  ground  of 
action,  and  because  no  fixed  sum  can  be  ascertained  by  calcular 
tion  or  computation. 

By  this  rule,  if  the  contract  and  itB  breach  are  admitted,  or 
proved,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  a  specified  sum  without 
further  proof,  unless  it  should  be  a  mere  computation,  as  in  the 
case  of  computing  interest 

Were  it  not  for  the  rules  that  the  contract  must  be  express j  and 
the  amount  of  the  recovery  certain^  there  might  be  a  large  class 
of  cases  included  under  the  first  subdivision.  There  are  numer- 
ous causes  of  action  arising  out  of  implied  contracts,  where  the 
plaintiff  need  only  prove  the  contract  and  its  breach ;  and,  besides 
that,  the  value  of  property  or  services,  as  in  case  of  actions  upon 
the  common  counts  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  for  service  ren- 
dered, and  the  like  cases.  There  are  instances  in  which  such 
cases  would  seem  to  fall  under  the  first  subdivision ;  but  if  implied 
contracts  are  admitted  in  one  instance,  what  rule  determines 
their  exclusion  in  other  instances?  Oases  may  arise  daily  in 
which  goods  sold,  or  services  rendered,  were  to  be  paid  for  by 
the  terms  of  an  express  contract  and  at  specified  prices,  while 
other  goods  and  services,  in  the  same  ax^count,  were  left  to  an 
implied  contract,  as  to  value.  In  all  such  cases  where  there  are 
causes  of  action  which  may  be  joined  in  the  same  complaint 
and  where  some  of  them  might  be  classed  under  the  first,  and 
others  under  the  second  subdivision,  it  would  be  a  practicable 
rule  to  frame  the  notice  under  the  second  subdivision. 

When  such  causes  of  action  cannot  properly  be  separated,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  items  of  an  account ;  or,  where  the  causes  of 
action  may  be  properly  joined,  but  need  not  necessarily  be  so 
united,  and  where  a  part  of  the  cause  of  action  arises  under  the 
firsts  and  the  rest  under  the  second  subdivision,  it  would  be  an 


THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  ACTIONS.  477 

t 

Summons — Bale  and  decUloiiB  relating  to  subdivision  one  and  two. 

intelligible  rule  to  frame  the  notice  under  the  latter  clause  of  the 
section^ 

It  will  readily  occur,  that  there  are  numerous  causes  of  action 
which  may  be  joined  in  a  single  complaint ;  and,  where,  in  one 
count,  a  specific  sum  is  recoverable  as  upon  a  promissory  note, 
while  in  another  count  the  sum  is  uncertain ;  as  in  a  claim  for 
goods  sold,  where  no  price  was  agreed  upon  —  and  since  both 
causes  of  action  cannot  properly  be  placed  under  either  form  of 
notice,  the  Code  provides  that  all  other  actions  which  cannot  be 
arranged  under  the  first  subdivision  shall  be  placed  under  the 
second.    Code,  §  129,  subd.  2. 

Section  3.  Bale  as  to  subdivision  2.  Under  this  subdivision 
ought  to  be  included  all  actions  for  the  recovery  of  dkmages  for 
torts,  or  wrongs  unconnnected  with  contract,  or  actions  for  the 
breach  of  any  contract,  whether  verbal  or  written,  sealed  or  un- 
sealed, express  or  implied,  where  the  amount  of  damages  is  not 
fixed  by  the  contract^  but  is  unliquidated,  and  is  to  be  established 
by  evidence ;  or  where  the  relief  sought  is  of  an  equitable  nature  ; 
or  where  the  action  is  for  the  recovery  of  real  or  i)ersonal  prop- 
erty ;  and  besides  these  must  be  included  all  actions  not  embraced 
by  the  first  subdivision. 

These  general  rules  are  supposed  to  harmonize  with  section  246 
of  the  Code,  which  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  rendition  of  a 
judgment  according  to  the  form  of  the  notice  in  the  sunmions. 

The  cases  collected  in  the  two  following  sections  are  classified 
and  arranged  with  a  view  to  show  the  state  of  the  decisions 
relating  to  these  questions,  so  far  as  they  are  settled,  and  also  to 
show  how  far  there  is  a  conflict  of  authorities. 

Section  4.  Decisions  relating  to  snbdiviston  1.  It  has  been  de- 
cided in  the  foll(fwing  cases  that  the  summons  in  an  action  for 
the  recovery  of  liquidaied  damcbges  should  be  framed  under 
subdivision  1  of  section  129  of  the  Code.  Thus,  all  actions 
brought  to  recover  liquidated  damages  expressed  in  a  contract 
to  convey  lands  should  be  commenced  by  a  summons  so  framed. 
Cemetery  Board  of  Hyde  Park  v.  Teller^  8  How.  604.  The  same 
rule  applies  to  actions  for  the  recovery  of  money  deposited. 
Ooff  V.  Edgerton^  18  Abb.  381.  Or  for  penalties  given  by  statute. 
People  V.  Bennett,  5  id.  384;  S.  C,  6  id.  343;  Board  of  Ex- 
cise y.  Cla^son,  17  How.  193.  Or  to  actions  upon  an  undertaking 
given  pursuant  to  section  209  of  the  Code.  Monteyr^o  v. 
Mustiy  1  Daly,  77. 
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It  has  also  been  decided  that  actions  for  unliquidated 
damages  may  be  properly  commenced  by  a  summons  «framed 
under  subdivision  1. 

Thus,  a  summons  so  framed  was  decided  to  be  in  the  proper 
form  in  an  action  for  a  breach  of  promise  to^  marry,  Williams 
V.  Miller^  4  How.  94 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  55 ;  Leopold  v.  Popen- 
Jieimer^  1  id.  39.  And  the  same  rule  was  applied  to  actions 
against  common  carriers  for  a  loss  of  goods.  Trapp  v.  New 
TorTc  <fc  Erie  Railroad  Company ^  6  How.  237 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R. 
N.  S.  384. 

To  actions  for  goods  sold,  price  not  specified.  Dibble  v.  Mason^ 
1  Code  R.  37 ;  S.  C,  6  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  365 ;  Champlin  v.  Deitz, 
37  How.  214 ;  Mason  v.  Hand^  1  Lans.  66. 

And  to  actions  for  damages  for  refusal  to  convey  lands.  Oro- 
den  V.  DreWy  3  Duer,  662. 

In  the  following  cases  it  was  decided  that  an  action  was 
properly  commenced  by  a  summons  under  the  first  subdivision, 
although  a  claim  for  damages  upon  a  quantum  meruit  was  joined 
with  a  demand  arising  upon  a  contract  to  pay  a  fixed  sum. 
Champlin  v.  Deitz^  37  How.  214 ;  Ma^on  v.  Hand,  1  Lans.  66. 

Section  5.  Decisions  relating  to  snbdiylsion  2.  The  following 
cases  have  been  decided  to  properly  fall  under  the  second  sub- 
division of  section  129 : 

Account.  Actions  for  an  account  of  moneys  collected  by  an 
attorney.  West  v.  Brewster,  1  Duer,  647 ;  S.  C,  11  N.  Y.  Leg- 
Obs.  167.    And  see  McBougal  v.  Cooper,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  498. 

Breach  of  promise.  Actions  for  breach  of  promise  to  marry. 
Dams  V.  Bates,  6  Abb.  15 ;  McNeff  v.  Short,  14  How.  463 ; 
McDonald  v.  Walsh,  6  Abb.  68 ;  Barnes  v.  Buck,  1  Lans.  268. 

Carriers.  Actions  against  common  carriers.  *  Luting  v.  Stan- 
ton, 8  Abb.  378 ;  S.  C,  2  Hilt.  638 ;  Clor  v.  Mallory,  1  Code  R. 
126 ;  Flynn  v.  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  6  How.  308 ; 
S.  C,  10  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  158 ;  Hewitt  v.  HoweU,  8  How.  347. 
And  see  Campbell  v.  Perking,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  430,  438. 

Creditors  bill.  Actions  in  the  nature  of  a  creditor's  bill,  to 
set  aside  transfers  of  property  on  the  ground  of  fraud.  Shafer 
V.  Humphrey,  15  How.  664. 

Foreclosure.  All  actions  for  foreclosure.  Wyard  v.  Reeves, 
1  Code  R.  49. 

Fraud,  etc.  In  many  cases  it  has  been  laid  down  as  a  rule, 
that  all  actions  arising  on  contract  but  sounding  in  tort,  or  which 
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are  based  on  allegations  of  fraud,  must  be  commenced  by  a  sum- 
mons  under  subdivision  2.  Field  v.  Morse^  7  How.  12 ;  Tra- 
vis V.  TohiaSy  7  id.  90 ;  Hartshorn  v.  Newman^  15  Abb.  63. 

The  rule  has  been  applied  to  actions  for  damages  arising  from 
the  false  and  fraudulent  representations  of  the  defendant.  Atwill 
V.  LeRoy^  4  Abb.  438  ;  S.  C,  15  How.  227.  Also  to  actions  for 
malicious  prosecution.  Wehh  v.  Mott^  6  id.  439.  The  rule  has 
been  also  applied  to  actions  for  the  conversion  of  personal 
property,  Voorhies  v.  Scqfield^  7  How.  51 ;  Hidder  v.  Whiilock, 
12  id.  208. 

Undertakings.  It  was  also  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  in  actions 
on  undertakings,  the  summons  should  be  for  relief.  Kelsey  v. 
Coverty  15  How.  92 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  836,  note ;  Leoy  v.  NicTiokLS^ 
16  id.  63,  note. 

This  rule  was  also  applied  to  an  action  on  a  constable' s  bond 
under  the  act  of  1813.  Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Lyons^  1  Italy, 
296 ;  S.  C,  24  How.  280. 

Warranty.  So  in  an  action  for  a  breach  of  warranty  the  sum- 
mons must  be  for  relief.  Dunn  v.  Bloomingdale^  14  How.  474 ; 
S.  C,  6  Abb.  340,  note. 

In  the  following  cases  it  was  decided  that  in  an  action  where 
the  plaintiff  set  forth  demands  for  a  sum  specified  by  the  terms 
of  an  express  contract,  joined  with  a  claim  for  unliquidated 
damages  on  an  implied  contract,  the  summons  should  be  framed 
under  the  second  subdivision.  Norton  v.  Cary^  23  How.  469  ; 
S.  C,  14  Abb.  364 ;  TutUe  v.  Smithy  14  How.  395,  403 ;  S.  C,  6 
Abb.  329 ;  see,  also,  Cohh  v.  Dunkin^  19  How.  164,  and  People  v. 
Bennett^  6  Abb.  343,  approving  Tattle  v.  Smith. 

That  the  second  subdivision  of  section  129  of  the  Code  contains 
the  proper  notice  in  all  actions  for  unliquidated  damages  on 
contracts,  express  or  implied,  has  been  repeatedly  asserted  in 
nearly  every  case  before  cited  in  this  section.  The  same  rule  is 
still  further  sustained  in  the  cases  of  Garrison  v.  Carr^  3  Abb. 
N.  S.  266  ;  S.  C,  34  How.  187  ;  Salter s  v.  RalTph,  15  Abb.  2^ ; 
Johnson  V.  PauL^  14  How.  454 ;  S.  C. ,  6  Abb.  835,  note. 

A  summons  framed  under  subdivision  2,  and  served  with  the 
complaint,  will  iwt  be  set  aside  even  if  the  case  should  properly 
fall  under  the  first  subdivision.  Brawn  v.  Eaton^  37  How.  325 ; 
Hemson  v.  Decker^  29  id.  885.  But,  whenever  a  summons  is 
framed  under  the  first  subdivision,  and  the  complaint  sets  forth 
a  cause  of  action  under  the  second,  the  complaint,  and  not  the 
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summons,  will  be  set  aside.  Brown  v.  Eaton^  37  How.  326 ; 
Hemsonx  v.  Decker ^  29  id.  386 ;  Cobb  v.  DunJcin,  19  id.  164 ; 
Ridder  v.  WhUlock^  12  id.  208 ;  Johnson  v.  Pavl,  14  id.  454 ; 
ShafcT  V.  Humphrey^  15  id.  664 ;  Bender  v.  Comstocky  4  Rob. 
644. 

Section  6.  The  notice  mnst  be  definite  and  under  one  form 
only.  The  notice  of  the  manner  of  taking  judgment  inserted  in 
the  summons  must  be  definite  and  not  in  the  altemative.  Bax- 
ter V.  Arnold^  9  How.  445.  It  will,  however,  be  sufliciently  defi- 
nite, if,  in  addition  to  the  demand  for  a  specific  sum  of  money, 
there  is  also  a  claim  for  interest.  Be  Witt  y.  Smithy  3  How.  280 ; 
S,  C,  6  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  314  ;  1  Code  R.  24. 

Section  7.  Notice  of  time  and  place  to  serye  answer.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  judgment  will  be  taken, 
the  summons  must,  in  all  cases,  require  the  defendant  to  answer 
the  complaint,  and  to  serye  a  copy  of  his  answer  on  the  person 
whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  summons,  at  a  place  within  the 
State  in  which  there  is  a  post-oflSlce,  and  within  twenty  days 
after  the  service  of  the  summons,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  service. 
Code,  §  128. 

Section  8.  Tariance  between  summons  and  complaint.  As  the 
object  of  a  summons  is  to  apprise  the  defendant  of  the  com- 
mencement and  nature  of  an  action,  and  bring  him  into  court, 
all  subsequent  proceedings  are  supposed  to  be  based  upon  it. 
In  all  cases  of  variance  between  the  summons  and  complaint^  the 
summons  controls,  and  the  complaint  must  be  amended  to  con- 
form thereto,  or  it  may  be  set  aside  for  irregularity.  Boington 
V.  Lapham^  14  How.  360 ;  Allen  v.  AUen,  id.  248 ;  TuUle  v. 
Smithy  id.  395;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  329;  Bidder  v.  Whitlock^  12  How. 
208 ;  Johnson  v.  Panl,  14  id.  464 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  335,  n;  Gray  v. 
Brown,  16  How.  666 ;  Shxtfer  v.  Humphrey,  id.  664 ;  Davis  v. 
Bates,  6  Abb.  16  ;  Follower  v.  Laughlin,  12  id.  105 ;  Campbell 
v.  Wright,  21  How.  9 ;  Bender  v.  ComstocJc,  4  Rob.  644. 

A  complaint  may  vary  from  the  summons  in  the  title,  or  in 
the  nature  of  the  relief  demanded.  In  either  case,  the  complaint 
is  irregular,  and  the  defendant' s  remedy  is  to  move  for  an  order 
to  set  aside  the  complaint.  Allen  v.  Allen,  14  How.  249 ; 
Campbell  v.  Wright,  21  id.  9. 

It  will  be  too  late  to  object  to  such  an  irregularity  on  the  trial 
of  the  cause.  WiUett  v.  Stewart,  43  Barb.  98 ;  Conaughiy  v. 
Nichols,  42  N.  T.  (3  Hand)  83.    But  it  is  only  when  the  defend- 
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ant  has  been  misled  by  the  variance  between  the  summons  and 
complaint  that  either  can  be  set  aside  for  such  an  irregularity. 
When  both  summons  and  complaint  are  served  together,  no  mo- 
tion to  set  aside  either  can  prevail.  Brown  v.  Eaion^  37  How. 
825.  But  where  a  summons  under  the  first  subdivision  of  sec- 
tion 129  of  the  Code  is  served  without  the  complaint,  and  the 
complaint  sets  up  a  cause,  of  action  under  the  second  subdivision 
of  that  section,  the  complaint  must  be  set  aside  on  motion ;  and 
the  irregularity  is  not  waived  by  the  general  appearance  of  the 
defendant.  Brown  v.  Eaion^  37  How.  325 ;  Hemson  v.  Decker^ 
29  id.  385;  Shafer  v.  Humphrey^  16  id.  564;  Johnson  v» 
Pauly  14  id.  454;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  355,  note.  But  when  the 
summons  contains  the  notice  prescribed  by  subdivision  2,  and 
the  cause  of  action  set  forth  in  the  complaint  authorizes  a  judg- 
ment without  application  to  the  courts  the  variance  will  be  disre- 
garded unless  the  defendant  has  been  clearly  misled  to  his  pre- 
judice. Hemson  v.  Decker^  29  How.  385 ;  Brown  v.  Eaion^  37 
id.  325.  If  no  objection  has  been  made  before  trial,  the 
variance  between  the  summons  and  complaint  in  such  cases  wiU 
not  affect  the  validity  of  a  judgment.  Conaughty  v.  Nichols^ 
42  N.  Y.  (3  Hand)  83. 

Section  9.  Notice^  where  complaint  is  not  served.  A  copy  of 
the  complaint  need  not  be  served  with  the  summons.  Where  it 
is  not  so  served,  the  summons  must  state  where  the  complaint 
is  or  will  be  filed.  Code,  §  130.  A  summons  served  without  a 
copy  of  the  complaint,  and  which  does  not  state  where  the  com- 
plaint is  or  will  be  filed,  is  irregular,  and  may  be  set  aside  on 
motion.  But  such  a  summons  is  not  absolutely  void.  Pigvx>let 
V.  Daveau,  2  Hilt  584 ;  Foster  v.  Woody  30  How.  284 ;  S.  C,  1 
Abb.  N.  S.  150 ;  KeelerY.  Belts,  3  Code  R.  183.  The  defendant's 
remedy  is  to  move  to  set  aside  the  summons. 

It  is  the  original  complaint  that  should  be  filed ;  but  a  state- 
ment in  the  summons  that  a  copy  had  been  filed  is  an  imma- 
terrial  error.    Hart  v.  Kremer^  2  Code  R.  50. 

As  to  the  notice  to  be  inserted  in  a  summons  in  case  of  service 
by  publication,  see  art.  2,  §  3,  post 

The  notice  to  be  inserted  in  or  appended  to  the  summons 
where  the  defendant  is  proceeded  against  under  the  act  of  1842, 
is  given  in  a  subsequent  article.     See  art.  2,  §  5. 

Section  10.  Special  indorsements.  In  an  action  for  a  penalty 
or  forfeiture  given  by  a  statute,  an  indorsement  must  be  made 

61 
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on  the  summons,  referring  in  general  terms  to  that  statute,  either 
by  citing  the  title  of  the  act,  or  by  referring  to  the  chapter  of 'the 
session  laws  where  it  may  be  found,  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
the  day  and  year  of  its  passage,  or  by  any  other  method  of  cita- 
tion, which  shall  clearly  apprise  the  defendant  of  the  particular 
statute  under  which  the  action  is  brought.  2  R.  S.  481  (603),  §  7 ; 
Perry  v.  Tynen^  22  Barb.  187;  Andrews  v.  Harrington^  19 
id.  343 ;  Axery  v.  Slack,  17  Wend.  85.  The  form  of  the 
indorsement  is  immaterial,  if  it  meets  this  requirement ;  but  if  it 
is  so  general  as  to  leave  it  uncertain  what  particular  statute  the 
defendant  has  violated,  the  indorsement  will  be  insufficient. 
Marselis  v.  Seaman,  21  Barb.  319 ;  A^cery  v.  SlacJc,  17  Wend.  85. 

This  indorsement  is  requisite  in  such  actions  only  as  are 
created  or  gixen  by  some  statute. 

K  the  action  had  an  existence  independently  of  the  statute,  or 
if  the  measure  of  damages  only  is  fixed  thereby,  no  indorsement 
on  the  summons  referring  to  such  statute  is  necessary  or  proper. 
Sprague  v.  Irwin,  27  How.  61. 

As  the  only  object  of  requiring  an  indorsement  of  process  in 
any  case  is  to  inform  the  defendant  of  a  fact  he  could  not  learn 
from  the  process  itself,  to-wit :  that  he  is  sued  for  the  recovery 
of  a  penalty  or  forfeiture,  given  for  the  violation  of  some  statute, 
the  indorsement  may  be  omitted  where  the  action  might  be  com- 
menced by  the  filing  and  service  of  a  declaration,  as  under  the 
former  practice,  where  the  declaration  contains  the  information 
required.    See  Thayer  v.  Lewis,  4  Denio,  269. 

Section  11.  Stamps.  The  law  of  congress,  requiring  that  a 
fifty-cent  revenue  stamp  shall  be  affixed  to  a  summons,  was 
repealed  by  the  laws  of  1867,  chapter  169,  section  9,  page  475. 

Forra  of  an  indorseraerd  on  a  sv/mmons  in  an  action  for  a 

penalty. 

Issued  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  concerning 
the  incorporation  of  turnpike  and  plank  road  companies,  and 
the  collection  of  penalties  for  demanding  and  receiving  more 
than  lawful  toll  in  passing  through  toll-gates  on  such  roads  (or 
a  similar  reference  to  the  statute  un^  which  the  "plaintiff 
brings  his  action.) 
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Summons  for  Money  —  Complaint  Served. 

SUPREME  COURT — County  of 


A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

agsL 
C.  D.,  defendant. 


To  the  ahove-nximed  defendant : 

You  are  hereby  summond  and  required  to  answer  the  complaint 
of  the  plaintiff  herein,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and 
to  serve  a  copy  of  vour  answer  on  at  ,  N.  Y.,  within 

twenty  days  after- the  service  of  such  summons,  exclusive  of  the 
day  of  service ;  and  if  you  fail  to  so  answer  said  complaint^  the 
ptairUiff  will  take  judgment  against  you  for  dollars  and 

cents,  with  interest  besides  costs.  E.  F., 

PlmnJtiff^  s  Attorney. 

Form  of  a  Summons  for  Money — Complaint  not  Served. 

SUPREME  COURT— County og 
A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

C.  D.,  defendant. 


To  the  above-named  dqfendavi : 

You  are  hereby  summoned  and  required  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint of  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  which  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  the  county  or  ,  and  to  serve  a  copy  of  your  answer 
on  ,  at  ,  within  twenty  days  after  the  service  hereof 
upon  you,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  service ;  and  if  you  fidl  to 
answer  said  complaint^  the  plamtiff  will  take  jud^ent  against 
you  fpr        dollw3  and       cents,  with  interest       oesides  costs. 

E.  F., 
Plaintiff^ s  Attorney. 

Form  of  a  Summons  for  Relief —  Complaint  Served. 

SUPREME  COURT— County  OF 

A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

agit, 
C.  D.,  defendant. 


Tb  the  ahove-nximed  defendant : 

You  are  hereby  summoned  and  required  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint of  the  plaintiff  herein,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  and  to  serve  a  copy  of  your  answer  on  ,  at  , 
N.  Y.,  within  twenty  days  after  the  service  of  this  summons,  ex- 
clusive of  the  day  of  service,  and  if  you  fail  so  to  answer  the 
complaint  the  plaintiff  will  apply  to  the  court  for  the  relief 
demanded  in  the  comjuaint.  E.  F., 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 
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F(mffi  of  a  Summons  for  Relief —  Complaint  not  Served. 

COURT — County  of 


A.  B.,  plaintifi; 

agst, 
C.  D.,  defendant. 


To  the  above-named  defendant : 

You  are  herebjr  summoned  and  required  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint of  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  which  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  the  county  of  ,  and  to  serve  a  copy  of  your  answer 
on  5  at  ,  N.  Y.,  within  twenty  days  after  the  service 
hereof  upon  jovl^  exclusive  of  the  day  of  service ;  if  you  fail  to 
so  answer  said  complaint,  the  plaintiff  will  apply  to  the  court 
for  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint. 

E.  F., 
Plaintiff^  s  Attorn^. 

Section   12.   Issning   or   delivering    summons   for    service. 

Before  a  summons  is  delivered  to  the  sheriff  to  be  served,  the 
practitioner  should  satisfy  himself  that  nothing  has  been  omit- 
ted or  inserted  that  will  impair  its  validity.  It  would  be  well  to 
carefully  scrutinize  the  title,  the  subscription  and  especially  the 
demand  for  money  or  relief.  As  many  carefully  examined 
copies  of  the  original  should  be  made  as,  in  any  contingency, 
may  be  needed  in  the  action.  Care  in  these  particulars  will  fre- 
quently be  the  means  of  avoiding  future  delay,  annoyance  and 
expense  in  the  conduct  of  the  action. 

A  summons  is  ^^  issued^ ^  when  it  is  made  out  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  person  authorized  to  serve  it,  and  with  the  bona 
fide  intent  to  have  it  served  if  practicable.  Mills  v.  Corhett^  8 
How.  500.  In  actions  under  the  227th  section  of  the  Code  this  is 
all  the  issuing  that  is  requisite  as  a  preliminary  to  a  warrant  of 
attachment.  lb.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  it  is  not  material 
to  whom  the  summons  is  delivered  for  service.  But  in  reference 
to  the  statute  of  limitations  it  is  made  imperative  that  the  sum- 
mons shall  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  of  the  county, 
with  the  intent  that  it  be  actually  served.  Code,  §  99.  Ordi- 
narily the  time  of  the  issuing  and  delivery  of  a  summons  is  of 
no  special  importance.  But  when  the  fact  is  otherwise,  as  where 
the  plaintiff's  claim  is  liable  to  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions before  the  summons  can  be  actually  served,  the  plaintiff 
should  take  such  precautionary  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  evidence  of  the  time  of  delivery  for  service.   A  sheriff's 
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indorsement  of  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  summons  by  him 
will  not  be  sufficient  proof ;  because  a  sheriflF's  certificate  of  any 
fiact  which  is  not  required  by  statute  to  be  stated  is  of  no  special 
value  and  is  not  sufficient  legal  evidence  of  such  fact.  Ward- 
well  V.  Patrickj  1  Bosw.  406.  See  Cornell  v.  Moulton^  3  Denio, 
12 ;  McOraw  v.  WalJcer,  2  Hilt.  404 ;  2  R.  S.  440,  §  75. 

Section  13.  Gnardian  for  infant  plaintiff.  Before  the  issuing 
and  service  of  a  summons  in  an  action  in  which  an  infant  is  a 
party  plaintiff,  an  application  must  be  made  to  the  proper  officer 
for  an  order  appointing  a  guardian  ad  litem.  Code,  §  115 ;  Bdyj- 
tailing  v.  Teal,  11  How.  188;  Freyherg  v.  Pelerin,  24  id. 
202 ;  Hill  v.  Thacter,  2  Code  R.  3  ;  S.  C,  3  How.  407.  The  effect 
of  a  disregard  of  this  requirement  will  be  discussed  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  section.  In  ordinary  actions  an  application  for  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  may  be  made  either  to  the 
court  in  which  the  action  is  prosecuted,  or  to  a  judge  thereof,  or 
a  county  judge.  Code,  §  115.  But  in  actions  for  the  partition 
of  lands  the  guardian  can  be  appointed  by  the  court  only,  and 
an  appointment  by  a  county  judge  is  a  nullity.  As  the  practice 
regulating  the  appointment  of  guardians  ad  litem  in  actions  for 
partition  is  peculiar  to  itself,  and  governed  by  a  special  statute, 
it  will  be  discussed  elsewhere.  See  Actions  in  Partitions,  post; 
Laws  of  1862,  ch.  277 ;  Lansing  v.  ChdicJc^  26  How.  250  ;  Lyle 
V.  Smithy  13  id.  '104 ;  Varian  v.  Stevens^  2  Du^r,  636.  But  see 
Towsey  v.  Harrison,  25  How.  266. 

In  all  actions,  except  partition,  the  appointment  may  be  made 
upon  the  application  of  the  in&nt,  if  he  be  of  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  or,  if  under  that  age,  upon  the  application  of  his  general 
or  testamentary  guardian,  if  he  has  any,  or  of  a  relative  or  friend 
of  the  infant.  If  the  application  is  made  by  a  relative  or  friend, 
notice  of  the  same  must  first  be  given  to  the  general  or  testamen- 
tary guardian  of  the  infant ;  or,  if  he  has  none,  then  to  the  person 
with  whom  the  infant  resides.  Code,  §  116.  No  i)erson  can  be 
appointed  guardian  ad  litem,  either  on  the  application  of  the  in- 
fant or  otherwise,  unless  he  be  the  general  guardian  of  such  in- 
fitnt,  or  is  fully  competent  to  understand  and  protect  the  rights 
of  the  infant,  and  is  a  person  who  has  no  interests  adverse  to 
that  of  the  infant,  and  is  not  connected  in  business  with  the  at- 
torney or  counsel  of  the  adverse  party.  And  no  person  can  be 
appointed  such  guardian  who  is  not  shown  by  affidavit  to  be  of 
sufficient  ability  to  answer  to  the  infant  for  any  damage  which 
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may  be  sustained  by  his  negligence  or  misconduct  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  suit.  Rule  61,  Supreme  Court;  Ten  Broeck  v. 
JReyTiolds^  13  How.  462 ;  Cook  v.  Rawdon^  6  id.  233 ;  S.  C, 
1  Code  R.  N.  S.  382.  On  being  appointed  as  guardian,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  guardian  to  prosecute  the  action,  and  to  employ 
the  ordinary  and  customary  means  of  bringing  it  to  a  successful 
termination.  But  his  authority  is  to  prosecute,  and  not  to  settle, 
and  no  settlement  made  by  him  can  be  binding  on  the  in&nt, 
except  when  made  with  the  express  sanction  of  the  court.  Ed- 
sail  V.  VandemarTcy  39  Barb.  689.  Whenever  it  appears  that 
the  guardian  has  neglected  his  trust,  the  court  will,  on  its  own 
motion,  remove  him.  Litchfield  v.  Burwell^  5  How.  341 ;  S.  C, 
1  Code  R.  N.  S.  42 ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  182.  So  whenever  it  ap- 
pears that  the  guardian  has  erred  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
the  court  will,  on  its  own  motion,  correct  the  error  and  relieve 
the  plaintiff  from  the  damages  resulting  therefrom.  Lrfeme  v. 
Laraway^  22  Barb.  167. 

A  failure  to  have  a  guardian  ad  litem  appointed  for  an  infant 
plaintiff  before  the  commencement  of  the  action,  is  not  a  juris- 
dictional defect,  and  if  such  infant  should  attain  majority  before 
any  objection  to  this  omission  is  raised,  the  defect  will  be  cured. 
Butter  V.  PucJchofer,  9  Bosw.  638;  S.  C,  19  Abb.  161,  note. 
But  the  non-appointment  of  a  guardian  is  such  an  irregularity 
as  will  entitle  the  defendant,  on  motion,  to  an  order  setting  aside 
the.  summons  and  complaint  Freyherg  v.  Pelerin^  24  How. 
202.  An  application  for  this  order  must  be  made  before  answer. 
Parks  V.  Parks^  19  Abb.  161.  The  defendant  is  not,  however, 
confined  to  this  remedy.  He  may  plead  the  irregularity  in  his 
answer,  in  the  nature  of  a  plea  in  abatement.  But  it  is  not  a 
ground  for  a  nonsuit.     TreadweU  v.  Bruder,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  596. 

Petition  hy  Infant  Plainiifffor  tlie  Appoiniment  of  a  Gtuirdian 

ad  litem. 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

Thepetition  of  A.  B.  respectfully  shows  to  this  court : 

I.  That  your  petitioner  was  of  the  age  of       years,  on  the 
day  of  last. 

II.  That  he  resides  with  ,  and  that  he  has  no  general 
guardian  appointed,  pursuant  to  law.  (Dry  state  who  is  the  gevr 
eralguarMan  of  thepetitimer,) 

III.  That  {state  briefly  the  cause  of  action). 

rv.  That  your  petitioner,  desires  to  commence  an  action  in  (this) 
court  for  the  same. 
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V.  That  C.  D.  of  (an  attorney  of  this  court)  is  a  com- 

petent and  responsible  person  for  the  omce  of  guardian. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that  the  said  C.  D.,  or  some 
other  competent  person,  may  oe  appointed  guardian  ad  litem  of 
your  petitioner  to  commence  and  carry  on  such  action  for  your 
petitioner. 

{Date,)  {Signature.) 

{ Venue.)  Verification  of  the  above. 

A.  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing 
petition  subscribed  by  him,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof  and 
that  the  same  is  true,  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the 
matters  therein  stated  on  information  and  belief,  and  as  to  those 
matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

{Jurat)  {Signature.) 

Consent  of  proposed  Gfuardian^  ew  posty  488. 

Petition   by  General  Guardian  for   the  appoirdment  qf  a 

Guardian  ad  litem. 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stats  of  New  York : 

The  petition  of  G.  H.  respectfully  shows  to  the  court : 

I.  That  your  petitioner  is  the  testamentary  guardian  of  A.  B., 
an  infant  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  duly  appointed  by  the 
will  of  C.  B.,  his  father. 

II.  That  the  said  A.  B.  was        years  old  on  the         day  of 

last,  and  resides  at  ,  with  the  petitioner. 

III.  That  {state  the  cause  of  action). 

IV.  That  your  petitioner  is  desirous  of  bringing  an  action  to 
recover  the  amount  due  on  the  foregoing  facts,  on  behalf  of  the 
said  A.  B. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  asks  that  C.  D.,  an  attorney  of  this 
court,  who  resides  at  ,  in  this  State,  and  who  is  a  com- 

petent and  responsible  x)erson,  and  worth  dollars  over 

all  his  debts  and  liabilities,  and  property  exempt  by  law  from 
execution,  may  be  appointed  guarman  ad  litem  of  the  said 
A.  B.,  to  prosecute  said  action  for  him. 

(Date.)  {Signature.) 

{Verification.) 

Consent  qf  proposed  Guardian^  as  posty  488.    . 

Petition  by  Relative  or  Friend  for  appointment  qf  Guardian. 

To  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York : 
Thepetition  of  E.  F.  respectfolly  shows  to  the  court : 

I.  That  A.  B.,  of  ^  ,  is  under         years  of  age. 

II.  That  {state  coridsely  the  cause  of  action). 

lU.  That  it  is  desirable  that  an  action  should  be  commenced 
in  this  court  for  the  recoveiy  of  the  same. 
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IV.  That  Gt.  H.  is  the  general  gnardian  of  the  said  A.  B.,  but 
declines  to  commence  an  action  for  the  purpose  before  men- 
tioned, on  the  CTonnd  that 

V.  That  C.  B.,  of  ,  an  attorney  of  this  court,  is  a 
competent  and  responsible  person  for  the  omce  of  guardian. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that  the  said  C,  D.,  or  some 
other  competent  person,  may  oe  appointed  guardian  ad  litem  of 
the  said  A.  B.,  to  prosecute  said  action  for  nim. 

(Date.)  {Signature.) 

{Verification.) 

Consent  of  Proposed  Guardian. 

I  hereby  consent  to  become  the  guardian  of  A.  B.,  to  bring 
the  action  above  referred  to. 

{Date.)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Proposed  Ov^rdian. 
{Venue.) 

C.  D.,  being  duly  sworn,  says, 

I.  That  he  is  an  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  residing  in  the 

of 

II.  That  he  has  no  interests  adverse  to  those  of  A.  B.,  the  in- 
fant who  desires  to  have  him  appointed  as  guardian,  ad  litem. 

m.  That  he  is  not  connected  in  business  with  any  attorney 
or  counsel  whose  interests  are  adverse  to  those  of  the  said  infanL 
IV.  That  he  is  worth  dollars  over  all  his  liabilities. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Notice  of  application  by  a  friend^  to  the  General  Ouardian  or 

Person  with  whom  the  Infant  resides. 

TaTce  notice,  that  I  siiall  apply  to  Hon.  T.  Z.,  a  justice  of  the 

court,  on  the  day  of  ,18    ,  at       o'clock 

in  the  noon  at  the  ,  in  the  city  of  ,  for 

an  order  appointing  C.  D.  guardian  of  A.  B.  of  whom  you  are 

feneral  guardian  (or  who  resides  with  you\  for  the  purpose  of 
riiieing  an  action  in  the  name  of  the  said  A.  B.  against  r.  Q. 
{Pated^  Yours,  etc. 

To  G.  H.,  Esq.  B.  F. 

• 
Order  appointing  a  Ourdianfor  Infant  Plaintiff. 

Name  of  the  court : 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  I 


(A.  R,  an  infant)  for  the  a^  I  At  a  special  tenn,  etc 
pointment  of   a  guardian  ad  \  ^v^'*^*^  i^iux,  c^v. 

\item,  J 


On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  petition  of  A.  B.  for  the 
appointment  of  C.  D.,  Esq.,  as  his  guardian  ad  litem,  with  the 
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consent  of  said  C.  D.  to  act  as  such  gpardian,  [and  it  being  made 
satisfiactorily  to  appear  to  the  court  that  said  CD.  is  a  compe- 
tent and  responsible  person,] 

Ordered  :  That  C.  1).,  Esq.,  of  ,  be  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
guardian  ad  litem  of  A.  B. ,  infant  above  named,  and  authorized 
to  prosecute  for  him  as  such  guardian,  the  action  mentioned  in 
the  annexed  petition  {add  if  such  action  is  for  the  partition  of 
land),  on  his  executing  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  duly 
acknowledging  and  filing,  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  dollars 

and  with  sureties,  to  be  approved  bv  a  justice  of  this  court, 

conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  or  the  trust  committed  to 
such  ^ardian,  and  to  render  a  just  and  true  account  of  his 
guardianship,  in  all  courts  and  places  when  thereunto  required.) 

Bond  of  Guardian  ad  litem  for  Infant  plaintiff  in  Partition. 

Knxyw  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  C.  D.,  of  , 

attorney,  and  E.  L.,  physician,  and  G.  K.,  merchant,  of  the  same 

Slace,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  people  of  the  State  of 
few  York,  in  the  penal  sum  of  dollars,  for  which  sum 

well  and  truly,  be  paid,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these 
presents.    Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  the       day  of  , 

18    . 

Whereas,  by  an  order  made  by  the  court  on  the 

day  of         ,  18     ,  at  ,  said  C.  D.  was  appointed  guardian 

aa  litem  of  A.  B.,  infant,  of  ,  to  conduct,  on  the  part  of 

said  infant,  proceedings  to  be  instituted  on  his  behalf,  for  a 
division  and  partition,  or  sale  of  the  real  estate,  mentioned  in 
the  x>^tition  upon  which  said  order  was  made,  said  guardian 
being  required  to  give  security. 

Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if 
the  said  E.  F.  shall  faithfully  discharge  the  trust  committed  to 
him  as  such  guardian,  and  render  a  just  and  true  account  thereof 
in  all  courts  and  places  when  thereunto  required,  then  this  obli- 
gation to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force 

{SignxUures  and  Seals.) 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of . 

Acknowledgment  and  justificaiion. 

Approval  to  he  indorsed  on  the  bond. 

I  approve  of  the  within  bond,  as  to  the  form  and  manner  of 
execution,  and  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties. 

{Date. )  {Signature  of  Judge. ) 

Section  14.  Amending  summons.  The  power  of  amending 
process  in  any  case  does  not  originate  in  the  Code,  but  is  a 
power  existing  in  the  court,  independently  of  any  legislative 

62 
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,  0 

enactment.  Lane  v.  BeanuL^  19  Barb.  51 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  65.  It 
is,  however,  provided  by  the  Code,  that  the  court  may,  before 
or  after  judgment,  in  furtherance  of  justice,  and  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  proper,  amend  any  pleading,  process,  or 
proceeding,  by  adding  or  striking  out  the  name  of  any  party, 
or  by  correcting  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a  party,  or  a  mistake 
in  any  other  respect  Code,  §  173.  But  a  summons  can  be 
amended  only  upon  leave  of  the  court.  The  power  of  amending 
once,  as  of  course,  conferred  on  parties  to  an  action  by  section  172 
of  the  Code,  relates  to  pleadings,  and  not  to  process.  WalJcen- 
shaw  V.  Perzel,  82  How.  310;  S.  C,  7  Rob.  606 ;  5  id.  648; 
Gray  v.  Brown^  15  How.  555;  Allen  v.  Allen^  14  id.  248; 
McDonald  v.  Walsh^  5  Abb.  68 ;  FoUower  v.  LaugTilin^  12  id. 
105 ;  mUee  v.  Mason,  1  Code  R.  37;  S.  C,  6  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs. 
363.  How  far  the  court  may  correct  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a 
party  has  been  discussed  under  misnomer.  §  6,  art.  2,  ante,  478. 
It  is  a  general  rule  that  mei:e  errors  in  form  can  be  amended 
on  application  to  the  court,  and  on  such  terms  as  are  just.  Lane 
V.  Beam,  19  Barb.  61 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  65;  Code,  §  173.  But  the 
rule  goes  no  further.  The  court  cannot,  by  amendment  of  a  pro- 
cess which  was  insufficient  to  confer  jurisdiction,  render  such 
void  process  valid.  In  other  words,  jurisdictional  defects  can- 
not be  cured  by  amendment  FarnJiam  v.  Hildrefh,  32  Barb. 
277 ;  Moulton  v.  de  ma  Carty,  6  Rob.  470  ;  Hoffman  v.  Fish,  18 
Abb.  70 ;  Cole  v.  Hindson,  6  Term  R.  234 ;  CooTc  v.  Farren,  34 
Barb.  95 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  286 ;  12  Abb.  359  ;  Hallett  v.  Righters, 
13  How.  43 ;  Kendall  v.  Washburn,  14  id.  880.  Neither  can  the 
court  allow  any  amendment  which  ydll  substantially  change  the 
nature  of  the  plaintiff's  claim.  Code,  §173.  Thus,  a  plaintiff 
cannot,  by  an  amendment  of  the  summons,  change  an  action  for 
a  claim  due  to  the  plaintiff  in  a  representative  character  to  an 
action  for  a  claim  due  him  as  an  individual.  Blanchard  v. 
Strait,  8  How.  83.  Nor  can  he,  after  commencing  his  action  as 
an  individual,  change  it  into  an  action  for  a  claim  held  by  him  in  a 
representative  character.  McMahon  v.  Allen,  12  How.  39 ;  S.  C. 
affirmed,  3  Abb.  89 ;  1  Hilt  103.  Nor  can  a  cause  of  action  for  a 
tort  be  changed  to  an  action  for  a  breach  of  contract.  Spring- 
stead  V.  Lawson,  23  How.  302 ;  14  Abb.  328.  See  Wait's  Code, 
459  (p).  See  Names  and  Character  of  Parties,  art.  2,  §  4,  ante, 
469.  But  the  court  may  amend  the  summons  by  inserting  the 
name  of  the  court,  when  omitted  through  inadvertence ;  or  correct 


THE  COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTIONS.  491 

Amending  BummonB. 

any  other  mistake  if  the  defendant  has  not  been  misled  or  pre- 
judiced thereby.  TaUman  v.  Hinman,  10  How.  89.  See  Title, 
art.  2,  §  2,  antCj  468.  Amendments  are  freely  allowed  where  they 
become  necessary  from  facts  and  circumstances  unforeseen  and 
unknown  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action.  Thus, 
where  new  parties  hare  been  brought  in  by  an  amendment  of 
the  complaint,  an  amendment  of  the  summons  becomes  a  matter 
of  necessity,  and  is  granted  on  application  to  the  court  almost  as 
of  course.  Follower  v.  Laughlin^  13  Abb.  106 ;  Walkenshaw  v. 
Perzel,  32  How.  310 ;  S.  C,  7  Rob.  606 ;  5  id.  648.  So,  where, 
since  the  commencement  of  an  action  for  a  single  and  entire  de- 
mand, by  the  service  of  a  summons  demanding  judgment  for  a 
specified  sum,  the  plaintiff  discoyers  that  his  cause  of  action  is 
greater  than  he  supposed,  and  entitles  him  to  demand  a  larger 
sum,  he  may,  on  application  to  the  court,  amend  his  summons 
by  inserting  the  sum  to  which  he  is  entitled  in  the  demand  for 
judgment.  Deane  v.  O^Brien^  13  Abb.  11.  So,,  where  a  plain- 
tiff has  inadvertently  framed  his  summons  under  the  wrong  sub- 
division of*section  129  of  the  Code,  he  will  be  allowed  to  change 
the  form  of  the  notice  of  judgment,  on  terms.  Champlin  v.  2>eifo, 
37  How.  214 ;  WiUet  v.  St&UDart,  43  Barb.  98 ;  McDonald  v. 
Walsh^  6  Abb.  68.  But  where  the  plaintiff  deliberately  and  in- 
tentionally frames  his  notice  of  judgment  under  the  wrong  sub- 
division, for  the  purpose  of  thereby  gaining  an  unfair  advantage 
over  the  defendant,  the  court  will  deny  the  privilege  of  amend- 
ment. Lane  v.  Beam^  19  Barb.  61 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  66.  The  subscrip- 
tion of  the  summons  may  be  amended  even  after  judgment.  Sluy- 
ter  V.  Smithy  2  Bosw.  673.  So,  where  the  summons  states  that  the 
complaint  is  annexed,  when  such  is  not  the  fact,  the  defect  may 
be  cured  by  amendment.  Keeler  v.  BeUs^  3  Code  R.  183.  The 
power  to  amend  in  respect  to  any  irregularity  in  the  form  of  a 
summons  has  been  pointed  out  in  connection  with  the  discussion 
of  the  requisites  of  a  summons  in  the  preceding  article.  From 
the  illustrations  given  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  every  possible 
defect  in  the  form  of  a  summons  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
amendment,  and  that  the  only  limit  to  the  power  to  amend  is 
that  discretionary  power  vested  in  the  court  for  the  protection  of 
the  rights  of  the  adverse  party.  Prom  the  exercise  of  this  dis- 
cretionary power  there  is  no  appeal.  TaRman  v.  HinTnan,  10 
How.  89.  Except  in  cases  of  misnomer,  where  the  objection 
must  be  taken  by  answer,  all  amendments  to  a  summons  must 
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be  obtained  upon  motion  ;  and,  when  the  defendant  has  appeared 
generally  in  the  action,  it  must  be  upon  at  least  eight  days'  no- 
tice. Code,  §§  413,  414.  But  if  the  defendant  has  not  appeared 
in  the  action  the  motion  may  be  made  ex  parte.  If  the  amend- 
ment is  aUpwed,  copies  of  the  amended  summons  should  be 
served  on  all  the  parties  defendant,  or  their  attorneys. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

NOTICE  OP  NO  PEBSONAL  CLAIM, 

Section  1.  When  such  notice  is  proper.  In  actions  for  parti- 
tion, and  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages  on  real  estate,  it 
frequently  becomes  necessary  to  serve  process  on  defendants, 
against  whom  no  personal  claim  is  made,  and  who  have  no 
material  rights  to  defend.  In  all  such  cases,  where  there  are, 
usually,  numerous  defendants,  many  of  whom  would  not  embar- 
rass the  progress  of  the  action  by  an  appearance,  if  its  object 
were  understood  at  its  commencement,  a  notice  of  no  x>ersonal 
claim  served  with  the  summons  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  such 
appearance,  and  will  also  save  the  plaintiff  the  useless  labor, 
otherwise  obligatory,  of  serving  notices  of  all  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings on  defendants  who  have  no  interests  or  rights  to  protect 
This  notice,  though  originally  intended  to  be  con'fined  to  the  two 
classes  of  cases  before  mentioned,  has  by  amendment  been  exten- 
ded to  all  other  actions. 

The  notice  of  no  personal  claim  is  proper  wherever  no  reason- 
able defense  can  be  interposed  to  the  demands  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  where  no  rights  or  interests  of  the  defendant  would  be  inva- 
ded or  jeopardized  by  the  allowance  of  such  demands.  In  no 
case  can  it  be  made  a  means  of  perpetrating  a  fraud,  because, 
whenever  it  appears  that  a  plaintiff  seeks  under  this  notice  to 
deprive  a  defendant  of  a  substantial  rights  the  courts  wlU  declare 
all  such  proceedings  void  ah  initio. 

Section  2.  Contents  of  the  notice.  The  notice  must  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  and  should  set  forth  the 
general  object  of  the  action,  giving  a  brief  description  of  the  prop- 
erty affected  by  it,  if  it  affects  specific  real  or  personal  property, 
and  should  notify  the  defendant  that  no  personal  claim  is  made 
against  him.  Code,  §  131.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature, that  this  notice  should  contain,  in  a  condensed  form, 


TSE  COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTIONS.  493 

Notice  of  no  personal  claim  —  Costs  if  defendant  unreasonably  defend.      ^ 

the  substance  of  those  long  complaints  which  were  formerly  in 
nse  in  suits  in  partition,  or,  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages. 
The  notice  is  a  substitute  for  the  complaint,  and  renders  service 
of  a  complaint  unnecessary,  unless,  within  the  time  for  answer- 
ing, the  defendant  makes  a  written  demand  for  it.    Code,  §  131. 

Notice  of  no  Personal  Claim. 

{TiUe  of  Cause.) 

To  James  Camp^  one  of  the  dqfendanis  aboxe  nxmaed : 

Sib  :  Take  notice  that  the  object  of  this  action,  in  which  a 
summons  is  herewith  served  upon  you,  is  (to  foreclose  a  mort- 
ffage  executed  by  and  his  wife,  to       on  the 

day  of        ,  18    ,  for  the  sum  of  dollars,  with  interest  from 

,  18    ,  which  mortgage  was  recorded  in  the  office  of 
,  on  the  day  of  ?   18    ,  in  book  No.         of 

mortgages,   page         ,  upon  the  following  described  premises, 
Jiere  describe  the  ^premises  as  in  complaird.) 
No  personal  claim  is  made  against  you. 

{Date.)  {Signatwre.) 

• 

Section  3.  Costs  if  defendant   unreasonably   defend.    It  is 

optional  with  the  plaintiff  whether  to  serve  the  notice,  or  the 
complaint,  or  whether  he  will  elect  to  omit  the  service  of  both. 
The  notice  is  no  part  of  the  process  for  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  and  is  in  no  case  essential  to  the  cause.  Gallagher  v. 
Egan^  2  Sandf.  742.  "  But  if  a  defendant  on  whom  such  notice 
is  served  unreasonably  defend  the  action,  he  shall  pay  copts  to 
the  plaintiff.  "  Code,  §  131.  If  a  defendant,  on  whom  a  sum- 
mons has  been  served  unaccompanied  by  a  notice  of  this  nature, 
should  employ  an  attorney  and  demand  a  copy  of  the  complaint, 
he  could,  undoubtedly,  recover  all  taxable  costs  before  notice  of 
trial.  But  this  clause  which  declares  that,  if  the  defendant 
unreasonably  defend  the  action,  he  shall  pay  costs  tq  the  plain- 
tiff, adds  no  new  liability  to  such  defense,  as  that  rule  previously 
existed  in  all  equitable  actions  independent  of  the  service  of  a 
notice  of  no  personal  claim.  See  O^Hara  v.  Brophy^  24  How. 
379. 

The  service  of  this  notice  would,  however,  preclude  all  possi- 
bility of  the  recovery  of  costs  by  the  defendant  previous  to  the 
notice  of  trial.  Where  the  complaint  is  served  with  the  sum- 
mons, it  has  the  same  effect  as  the  service  of  the  notice,  and 
further  service  of  such  notice  is  unnecessary.  O^Hara  v. 
Brophy^  24  How.  383.    It  was  formerly  held  that  no  fixed  fees 
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could  be  claimed  for  the  service  and  return  of  this  notice.  See 
Benedict  v.  Warriner^  14  How.  668;  GaUagher  v.  Egan^  2 
Sandf.  742.  But  by  the  statute,  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  sheriffs, 
it  is  provided  that  the  sheriff  shall  be  allowed  for  serving  a 
summons,  or  summons  and  complaint,  or  summons  and  notice 
of  object  of  action,  or  any  other  paper  issued  in  an  action,  the 
sum  of  one  dollar.  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  415,  as  amended  by  Laws  of 
1872,  ch.  26.   •Travel  fees  are  also  allowed.  lb. 


ARTICLE  V. 

KOnCB    OP  PEKDBNCT  OP  ACTION. 

Section  1.  In  what  actions  or  cases  proper.  By  the  provis- 
ions of  the  132d  section  of  the  Code,  the  plaintiff,  in  actions 
affecting  the  title  to  real  estate,  may  secure  a  lien  on  the  prop- 
erty which  is  the  subject  of  litigation,  by  filing  with  the  clerk  of 
the  county  in  which  the  property  is  situated  a  notice  of  the  pen- 
dency of  the  action,  containing  the  names  of  the  parties,  the 
object  of  the  action,  and  a  description  of  the  property  affected 
thereby. 

This  notice  is  also  proper  whenever,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Code  included  between  sections  227  and  244,  a  warrant  of 
attachment  has  been  issued,  if  the  same  is  intended  to  affect  real 
estate.  Code,  §  132.  But  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  Us  pende^u  in 
an  action  against  a  non-resident  for  the  recovery  of  money ^  and 
in  which  a  warrant  of  attachment  has  been  issued,  is  a  nullity. 
BurJcTiardt  v.  Sanford^  7  How.  329. 

In  actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages,  the  filing  of  this 
notice  is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  the  obtaining  of  a 
judgment.  The  language  of  the  statute,  in  this  instance,  unlike 
that  employed  in  regard  to  the  filing  of  this  notice  in  other 
actions  relating  to  real  property,  is  imperative  and  not  permis- 
sive.  The  terms  used  declare  that  such  "notice  mttat  be  fifed," 
and  the  supreme  court  have  added  to  the  force  of  this  mandate 
by  requiring  that  the  plaintiff,  when  he  moves  for  judgment^ 
shall  show  by  affidavit,  or  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county  where  the  mortgaged  premises  are  situated,  that  a  notice 
of  the  pendency  of  the  action  was  filed  as  required  by  the  Code. 
Bule  72,  Supreme  Court. 
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Section  2.  When  and  where  to  be  filed.  Prior  to  the  passage 
of  any  statute,  the  pendency  of  an  action  in  equity  was,  of  itself, 
notice  to  all  parties  who  had  any  interest  in  it  or  in  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  controversy.  By  subsequent  legislative  enact- 
ments, the  filing  of  a  notice  became  necessary  to  the  perfecting 
of  a  lien  on  property  in  litigation,  and,  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Code,  the  time  of  such  filing  has  been  repeatedly  changed  by 
amendments.  Prior  to  1851,  the  notice  could  be  filed  only  at 
the  time  of  commencing  the  action.  By  the  amendment  of  that 
year  this  rule  was  changed,  and  the  time  of  filing  the  notice  was 
made  dependent  on  the  filing  of  the  complaint ;  and  by  the 
amendment  of  1862,  providing  that  the  action  shall  be  deemed 
commenced  for  the  purposes  of  the  section,  from  the  time  of  the 
filing  of  the  notice,  the  intent  of  the  legislature  to  make  the 
time  of  the  filing  of  the  complaint  the  only  restriction  upon 
the  time  of  filing  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  is  established  beyond 
doubt.  Stern  v.  O'Oonnell,  35  N.  Y,  (8  Tiff.)  104.  A  notice  of 
lis  pendens  filed  before  filing  the  complaint  is  not  a  nullity,  but 
becomes  effectual  and  operative  only  upon  the  subsequent  filing 
of  that  pleading.  Benson  v.  Sayre^  7  Abb.  472,  note.  And 
see  Waring  v.  Waring^  id.  472 ;  Burroughs  v.  JReiger^  12  How. 
171.  As  the  complaint  may  be  filed  at  any  time  before  the  ser- 
vice of  the  summons,  the  date  of  such  filing  could  fix  no  limit 
to  the  time  between  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  lis  pendens^  and 
the  actual  commencement  of  the  action.  But  the  Code  provides 
that  the  notice  shall  be  a  nullity  unless  followed  by  the  first 
publication  of  the  summons  or  an  order  therefor,  or  by  the  per- 
sonal service  thereof  on  a  defendant  within  sixty  days  after  such 
filing.  Code,  §  132.  This  provision  limits  the  time  of  the 
filing  of  the  notice  to  sixty  days  before  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  the  action. 

So  the  plaintiff  may  file  the  notice  whenever  a  warrant  of 
attachment  has  been  issued,  or  at  any  time  afteward,  if  real 
estate  is  sought  to  be  charged  thereby.  Code,  §  1^.  So  a 
defendant,  setting  up  an  affirmative  cause  of  action,  and  demand- 
ing substantive  relief  in  an  action  affecting  real  estate,  may  file  a 
notice  of  lis  pendens^  either  with  his  answer  or  at  any  time 
afterward.  But  in  an  action  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage, 
the  notice  mu^t  be  filed  at  least  twenty  days  before  judgment. 

And  in  all  cases,  the  notice  must  be  fUed  with  the  clerk  of 
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each  county  in  which  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
action  is  situated.    Code,  §  133. 

A  notice  so  filed  cannot  be  removed  from  the  files  of  the  court 
Pratt  V.  Hoagy  12  How.  215  ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  681.  But  the  Code 
prescribes  how  the  notice  may  be  canceled  of  record,  in  case 
the  action  shall  be  settled,  discontinued  or  abated.    See  §  Impost 

Seetion  3.  Contents  of  liotice.  The  notice  of  Us  pendens  must 
contain  the  names  of  the  parties,  the  object  of  the  action,  and  a 
description  of  the  property  in  that  county  affected  by  it ;  and  in 
actions  for  the  f^eclosure  of  a  mortgage,  the  notice  must  contain 
the  date  of  the  mortgage,  the  parties  thereto,  and  the  time  and 
place  of  recording  the  same.    Code,  §  132. 

Notice  of  Pendency  of  Action. 

SUPREME  COURT— CouKTY  og 

A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

agst, 

C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  defendants. 


Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  an  action  has  been  commenced 
and  is  now  pending  in  this  court,  upon  a  complaint  of  the  above- 
named  plaintiff  against  the  above-named  defendants^  for  the 
foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  bearing  date  the      day  of  ,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  executed  by  to  , 

and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  ,  on 

the       day  of       ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  at 

o'clock  in  the  noon^  in  Book  BTo.      of  Mortgages,  page      ; 

that  the  mortgage  was  given  to  secure  (state  the  condition  of  the 
mortgage),  and  that  the  mortgaged  premises  in  the  last-men- 
tioned county,  affected  by  the  said  foreclosure,  were,  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  this  action,. and  at  the  time  of  filing 
this  notice,  situated  in  the  last-mentioned  countv,  and  are 
described  in  the  said  mortgage  as  follows,  to  wit :  (Description 
of  lands.) 

{Date.)  {SigwjJbwte.) 

Index  the  names  of  all  of  the  defendants. 

(Or  the  defendants  A.  B.,  C.  D.)  T.  Z., 

Plaintiff^ s  Attorimf. 

Notice  of  Pendency  of  Action  in  Partition. 

SUPREME  COURT — County  of 

.    A.  B.,  plaintiff, 
agit, 
C.  D.,  E.  F.  and  G.  H.,  defendants. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  an  action  has  been  commenced 
and  is  now  pending  in  this  court  upon  a  complaint  of  the  above- 
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named  plaintiff  against  the  above-named  defendomts^  tot  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  partition  and  division  of  the  premises 
therein  described,  among  the  owners  thereof,  or  a  sale  thereof, 
under  the  direction  of  this  court,  and  for  a  division  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale  among  such  owners,  according  to  their 
respective  rights,  and  that  the  premises  aflfected  by  the  said 
action  were,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  action,  and 
at  the  time  of  filing  this  notice,  situated  in  county,  and  are 

described  as  follows,  to  wit :    (Description  of  premises.) 

{Bate.)  {Signatwre.) 

Index  the  names  of  all  of  the  defendants. 

(Or  the  defendants  E.  F.,  G.  H.)  Y.  Z., 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 

Section  4.  Effect  of  filing  the  notice.  For  the  purpose  of  per- 
fecting a  lien  upon  land,  an  action  is  deemed  commenced  from 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  Us  pendens^  and  from  that  time 
only  is  the  pendency  of.  the  action  constructive  notice  to  a  pur- 
chaser or  incumbrancer  of  property  affected  thereby  ;  and  every 
person  whose  conveyance  or  incumbrance  is  subsequently  exe- 
cuted, or  subsequently  recorded,  will  be  deemed  a  subsequent 
purchaser  and  incumbrancer,  and  will  be  bound  by  all  proceed- 
ings taken  after  the  filing  of  such  notice  to  the  same  extent  as  if 
he  were  made  a  party  to  the  action.  Code,  §  132 ;  Stern  v. 
OGonnell,  85  N.  Y.  (8  Tiff.)  104;  Harrington  v.  Slade,  22 
Barb.  161. 

Actual  notice  to  a  purchaser  or  incumbrancer  has  not  become 
less  effectual  since  the  enactment  of  section  132  of  the  Code.  • 
Oriswold  v.  Miller^  15  Barb.  520.  The  filing  of  a  notice  of  lis 
pendens  is  merely  a  statutory  substitute  for  actual  notice  to  sub- 
sequent purchasers  and  incumbrancers  of  the  existence  of  the 
plaintiff*  s  claim,  and  that  he  has  commenced  an  action  to  en- 
force it  upon  the  lands.  Whoever  purchases  such  lands  after- 
ward buys  with  notice  equivalent  to  actual  knowledge  of  these 
facts.  Chapman  v.  West,  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  125 ;  S.  C,  10  How. 
367;  Hall  v.  Nelson,  14  id.  32;  S.  C,  23  Barb.  88.  The 
defendant  cannot  so  dispose  of  the  property  as  to  affect  the 
plaintiff's  rights  therein.  From  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the 
notice  the  defendant  is  as  effectually  restrained  from  disposing 
of  the  property  described  therein  as  if  prohibited  from  so  doing 
by  an  injunction.    Stevenson  v.  Fayerweather,  21  How.  449. 

But  the  filing  of  the  notice  will  be  ineffectual  and  inoperative 
in  all  cases  where  the  statute  has  not  expressly  provided  for  its 

63 
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use.  Where  a  warrant  of  attachment  is  issued  in  actions 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  a  demand  against  the  property  of  a 
defendant  generally,  without  any  regard  to  the  kind  of  property, 
or  lib  any  specified  proi)erty,  the  plaintiff  can  obtain  no  lien 
upon  the  land  of  the  defendant  by  filing  a  notice  of  lis  pendens. 
The  Code  provides  this  security  in  actions  brought  to  recover 
claims  against  specific  real  property  only.  Btcckhdrdt  v.  San- 
ford,  7  How.  329 ;  People  v.  Connollj/j  8  Abb.  128. 

Neither  will  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  the  pendency  of  an  action 
be  effectual  to  create  a  lien  on  real  prop^-ty  not  levied  upon  by 
the  sheriff  under  a  warrant  of  attachment  issued  in  an  action 
affecting  real  property.  The  notice  affects  only  those  lands 
which  the  sheriff  has  actually  attached,  and  is  inoperative  as  to 
all  other  land  that  may  be  included  therein.  Fitzgerald  r. 
Blake,  28  How.  110  ;  S.  C,  42  Barb.  513.  And  the  fact  must  be 
kept  clearly  in  view  that  this  notice  affects  only  parties  to  the 
action,  and  purchasers  from  them  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  the 
notice,  and  no  act  of  the  plaintiff  in  improperly  inserting  other 
names  and  filing  the  notice  so  framed,  can  have  the  effect  of 
charging  prior  purchasers  or  incumbrancers  not  properly  par- 
ties to  the  action.  People  v.  Connolly,  8  Abb.  128 ;  Qhapraan  v. 
West,  17  K  T.  (3  Smith)  125 ;  affirming  S.  0.,  10  How.  367. 

A  party  filing  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  in  good  faith,  although 
in  an  improper  case,  cannot  be  made  liable  to  an  action  for 
slander  of  title.  Such  an  action  can  only  be  maintained  on  proof 
of  malice.  Qilibs  v.  Pike,  9  Mees.  &  Wels.  361 ;  9  Dowl.  P.  0. 
131 ;  1  Dowl.  N.  S.  409. 

Affidavit  of  Filing  Notice  of  Pendency  of  Action. 

SUPREME  COUET— CotWTT  OP 

A.  B.,  plaintiJff, 

agit. 

C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  defendants. 


State  of  New  York,  County  of  ,  ss. 

,  of  the  ,  of  ,  beine  duly 

sworn,  says,  that  he  is  the  attorney    for  the 

plaintiff  in  this  action ;  that  the  same  was  brought  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage.  That  a  copy  of  the  complaint  herem,  and  a  notice 
of  the  pendency  of  this  action,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  section 
132  of  the  Code  of  Procedure,  containing  tne  names  of  the  par- 
ties thereto,  the  object  of  the  action,  the  date  of  the  said  mort- 
m,ge,  and  the  parties  thereto,  the  time  and  place  of  recording 
the  same,  the  description  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  and  con- 
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taining  correctly  and  truly  all  the  particulars  required  by  law  to 
be  stated  in  sucn  notice,  was,  on  the  day  of  , 

187   ,  filed  in  the  clerk' s  office  of  the  county  of  ,  that 

being  the  county  in  which  the  mortgaged  premises  were  and  are 
situated ;  and  that,  since  the  filing  of  the  said  notice,  the  com- 
I)laint  in  this  action  has  not  been  amended  by  making  new  par- 
ties to  the  action,  or  so  as  to  affect  other  property  not  described 
in  the  original  complaint,  or  so  as  to  extend  the  claims  of  the 
plaintiff  as  against  the  mortgaged  premises. 

{Jurat.)  {SigncUwre.) 

Section  5.  Effect  of  omission  to  publish  summons.  Al- 
though the  Code  provides  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  sec- 
tion an  action  shall  be  deemed  to  be  pending  from  the  time  of 
filing  the  notice,  it  is,  however,  further  provided,  that  such  no- 
tice shall  be  of  no  avail  unless  it  shall  be  followed  by  the  first 
publication  of  a  summons  on  an  order  therefor,  or  by  the  per- 
sonal service  thereof  on  a  defendant,  within  sixty  days  after 
such  filing.  §  132.  It  is  plain  from  the  language  of  the  section 
that  an  omission  to  serve  a  summons  in  one  of  the  modes  pre- 
scribed would  be  fatal  to  any  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  the  de- 
fendant, which  otherwise  would  have  been  created  by  the  notice. 
The  filing  of  the  complaint  is  presumptive  evidence  of  the  intent 
of  the  plaintiff  to  commence  an  action  with  all  reasonable  dis- 
patch, and  from  that  time  a  lien  upon  the  defi^ndant'  s  land  may 
be  created  by  the  filing  of  the  notice.  This  evidence  of  good 
faith  is  sufficiently  rebutted  by  the  failure  to  take  the  first  step 
toward  acquiring  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  the  defendant, 
by  the  service  of  a  summons,  and  the  Uen  becomes  a  nullity 
after  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  from  the  filing  of  the  notice,  if 
the  requirements  of  the  statute  have  not  been  obeyed. 

Section  6.  Beeording  and  indexing  the  notice.  By  the  laws 
of  1864,  chapter  63,  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State 
are  authorized  and  directed  to  record  and  make  an  index  of  all 
notices  of  pendency  of  action  which  may  hereafter  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  such  clerk,  and  on  request  of  any  person,  and  on  pay- 
ment of  fees,  to  similarly  record  and  index  any  similar  notice 
that  has  been  filed  in  his  office.  The  party  filing  such  notice  is 
required  to  indicate  at  the  foot  of  the  notice  the  names  of  the 
defendants  it  shall  be  necessary  to  insert  in  the  index.  And  it 
is  further  provided,  that  the  record  of  any  such  notice,  or  a  cer- 
tified copy  thereof,  may  be  read  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts 
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of  this  State,  with  the  like  force  and  effect  as  if  the  original  no- 
tice was  produced. 

The  clerk  is  entitled  to  receive  as  fees  ten  cents  per  folio, .  in 
addition  to  the  fees  before  allowed  for  filing,  indexing  and  cer- 
tifying such  notices.  See  Laws  of  1864,  ch.  53 ;  form  of  notice, 
ante,  496,  497. 

Section  7.  Bemoral  of  notice  fi*om  record.  Previous  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Code  in  1862,  the  court  had  no  power  to  order 
a  notice  of  lis  pendens j  properly  filed,  to  be  canceled  or  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  court.  Pratt  v.  Hoag,  12  How.  215 ;  S.  C, 
5  Duer,  631.  But  by  this  amendment  discretionary  power  is 
given  to  the  court  in  which  the  action  is  commenced,  to  order 
the  notice  to  be  canceled  of  record,  at  any  time  after  the  settle- 
ment, discontinuance  or  abatement  of  the  action.  Code,  §  132, 
See  Lyle  v.  Bmith,  13  How.  104. 

This  may  be  done  on  the  application  of  the  party  aggrieved 
and  for  good  cause  shown  and  on  such  notice  as  shall  be 
approved  or  directed  by  the  court.  Such  cancellation  must  be 
eflfected  by  an  indorsement  to  that  effect  on  the  margin  of  the 
record,  referring  to  the  order.     Code,  §  132. 

Section  8.  New  notice  when  necessary.  Where,  after  the  filing 
of  a  notice  of  Us  pendens j  the  complaint  is  amended  by  striking 
out  or  adding  new  parties,  a  new  notice  should  be  filed  to  con- 
form to  the  complaint.  CurUs  v.  Hitchcock,  10  Paige,  399 ;  S.  C, 
2  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  363 ;  GlarTc  v.  Hatens,  Clarke's  Ch.  560,  563, 
note.  In  all  cases  of  an  amendment  of  the  complaint  it  is  the 
safer  practice  to  file  a  new  notice. 

Section  9.  Amendments  of  notice.  A  notice  of  Us  pendens 
may  be  amended  by  inserting  the  description  of  a  portion  of  the 
premises  against  which  a  lien  is  thereby  sought  to  be  created, 
when  such  description  was  omitted  by  mistake.  VanderTieyden 
'  V.  Oary,  38  How.  367.  So,  a  notice  may  be  amended  by  striking 
out  portions  descriptive  of  property  not  proper  to  be  included  in 
such  notice.  Fitzgerald  v.  Blake,  28  How.  110 ;  S.  C,  42  Barb. 
513. 

The  provisions  of  section  173  of  the  Code  apply  to  this  notice. 

Section  10.  Substantial  compliance  with  the  Code.  A  sub- 
stantial compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Code  will  be 
sufficient  to  render  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  valid  and  effectual. 
Thus,  although  the  Code  requires  that  the  notice  shall  contain 
the  names  of  the  parties,  the  addition  of  one  wrong  initial 
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between  the  christian  and  sunjame  of  a  party  will  not  have  the 
eflTect  of  releasing  a  purchaser  of  the  property  described  in  the 
notice  from  the  presumption  of  having  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  pendency  of  an  action  in  respect  thereto.  Weber  v.  Fowler^ 
11  How.  458.  So  a  notice  otUsjpendens  which  gives  the  city 
and  ward  in  which  a  mortgage  is  recorded,  but  omits  to  specify 
the  county  is,  notwithstanding,  a  substantial  compliance  with  the 
statute,  and  is  sufficient  in  the  absence  of  objection  before  judg- 
ment in  the  action.    Potter  v.  Rowland^  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  448. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

ACTIONS;  WHEK  DEEMED  COHHEKGED. 

Section  1*  In  general.  While  an  action  cannot  be  considered 
as  technically  commenced  before  the  service  of  a  summons,  yet, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  limited  and  temporary  jurisdiction 
over  the  property  of  the  defendant  until  such  service  can  be 
made,  certain  actions  are  deemed  commenced  from  the  allow- 
ance of  a  provisional  remedy.    Code,  §  139. 

The  provisions  of  the  sections  of  the  Code  hereafter  enumerated, 
were  not  intended  to  conflict  with  the  general  principle  laid  down 
in  section  127,  but  rather  to  provide  a  means  of  securing  a  tempor- 
ary control  of  the  defendant's  property,  until  jurisdiction  absolute 
can  be  acquired  by  the  service  of  a  summons.  Thus,  the  Code 
provides  that  an  action  is  commenced  as  to  each  defendant  when 
the  summons  is  served  on  him,  or  on  a  co-defendant,  who  is  a  joint 
contractor,  or  otherwise  united  in  interest  with  him.  And  it  fur- 
ther provides,  that  an  attempt  to  commence  an  action  is  deemed 
equivalent  to  the  commencement  thereof  within  the  meaning  of  the 
title  relating  to  the  time  of  commencing  actions,  when  the  summons 
is  delivered,  with  the  intent  that  it  shall  be  actually  served,  to  the 
sheriflF  or  other  officer  of  the  county  in  which  the  defendants  or 
one  of  them  usually  or  last  resided ;  or,  if  a  corporation  be 
defendant,  to  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  of  the  county  in  which 
such  corporation  was  established  by  law,  or  where  its  general 
business  was  transacted,  or  where  it  kept  an  office  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  Code,  §  99.  And  yet  the  mere  issuing  of  a 
summons  under  this  provision  of  the  Code  is  not  the  commence- 
ment of  an  action  for  general  purposes,  but  is  only  so  regarded 
when  the  cause  of  action  would  otherwise  be  barred  by  the  stat- 
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ute  of  limitationa.  See  K&rr  v.  Mmmty  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiflf. )  659 ; 
Davis  y.  Duffie^  8  Bosw.  617 ;  Wig  gin  v.  Orser^  5  Duer,  118. 
So  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  is  deemed  the  commence- 
ment of  an  action  affecting  the  title  to  real  property,  bnt  is  only 
so  regarded  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  time  from  which  a  pur- 
chaser will  be  charged  with  notice  that  the  title  to  such  property 
is  in  controversy ;  and  from  which  each  subsequent  transfer  will 
be  held  to  have  been  made  subject  to  the  claims  of  the  parties 
named  in  the  notice.  The  validity  and  force  of  the  notice  itself 
is  made  dependent  on  the  subsequent  service  of  a  summons. 
Code,  §  132.  In  the  same  manner  it  is  provided  that  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  section  of  the  Code  authorizing  the  attachment  of 
the  property  of  foreign  corporations,  and  of  non-resident,  con- 
cealed or  absconding  defendants,  an  action  shall  be  deemed 
commenced  when  the  summons  is  issued,  provided,  however,  that 
personal  service  of  such  summons  shall  be  made,  or  publication 
thereof  commenced,  within  thirty  days.  Code,  §  227.  This  pro- 
vision was  added  to  the  Code  by  the  amendment  of  1866,  in 
order  to  limit  the  force  and  effect  of  the  first  words  of  section  227, 
which  had  been  construed  as  requiring  that  an  action  should 
be  actually  commenced  by  the  service  of  a  summons  before  a 
warrant  of  attachment  could  issue  against  a  non-resident  de- 
fendant. See  Kerr  v.  Mount,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  659  ;  Oarsan  v. 
Ball,  47  Barb.  452,  The  proper  construction  of  this  amendment 
is,  that  in  each  particular  case  in  which  a  warrant  of  attachment  is 
properly  issued,  whether  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  summons  or 
afterward,  the  action  shall  be  deemed  to  be  provisionally  or 
conditionally  commenced  and  depending  during  the  thirty  days 
immediately  succeeding  the  issuing  of  the  summons.  But,  if 
within  the  thirty  days  the  proviso  or  condition  is  not  complied 
with,  the  action  is  no  longer  deemed  to  be  commenced  by  the 
issuing  of  the  summons,  and  the  action  is  no  longer  depending. 
Waffle  V.  Ooble,  35  How.  356 ;  S.  C,  53  Barb.  517. 

In  the  cases  mentioned  in  section  135  of  the  Code,  an  action  is 
deemed  commenced  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  order  for  the  publication  of  a  summons.  Code,  §  137.  It 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  of  construction,  that  in  no 
case  did  the  framers  of  the  Code  intend  that  an  action  should  be 
commenced  and  carried  to  a  final  determination  without  the 
service  of  a  summons  in  some  of  the  modes  provided  therein  ; 
and  wherever  a  section  contains  a  modification  of  the  general 
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rule  in  relation  to  the  commencement  of  actions,  the  modifica- 
tion must  be  understood  as  extending  to  the  pui^oses  of  that 
section  only.  KerbdaU  v.  Washburn^  14  How.  380 ;  In  re  Oris- 
wold,  13  Barb.  413.  Neither  should  a  broad  construction  be 
given  to  the  words  ^'provisional  remedy." 

The  approval  of  an  undertaking  by  a  sheriff  in  an  action  of 
replevin  is  not  the  allowance  of  a  provisional  remedy  witMn  the 
meaning  of  the  Code.  The  remedies  must  be  restricted  to  such 
as  are  allowed  by  the  court.    Nosser  v.  Corwin,  36  How.  640. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

DEMAND  OF  COPT  OP  COMPLAINT  FILED  BUT  NOT  SEBVED. 

Section  1.  Demand^  when  and  how  made.  Where  the  sum- 
mons is  served  without  the  complaint,  the  defendant  may,  at  any 
time  within  twenty  days  from  such  service,  cause  a  notice  of 
appearance  to  be  given,  and  in  person,  or  by  attorney,  demand 
in  writing  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  specifying  a  place  within  the 
State  where  it  may  be  served.  Code,  §  130.  No  x>articular  form 
is  essential  to  this  demand,  nor  can  a  general  demand  for  ^'all 
the  papers"  in  an  action  be  deemed  insufficient  because  of  its 
omission  to  specify  the  complaint.  Ferris  v.  Sciey,  23  How.  422 ; 
WaUh  V.  Kwrsheedt,  8  Abb.  418. 

Notice  of  HetaiTier. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

A.  B.,  plaintiff; 

agst. 
C.  D.,  defendant. 


Sir  :    Take  notice  that  I  have  been  retained  by,  and  appear 
as  attorney  for,  the  defendant  ,  in  this  action,  and  demand 

a  copy  of  the  complaint  which  may  be  served  on  me  at  my  office 
in  ,  N.  Y.    Dated  ,  187  . 

Gt.  K., 
Attorney  for       Defendant. 
To  Y.  Z.,  Plaintiff's  Attorn^. 

Admission  of  Service  of  Notice. 

Personal  service  of  a  notice  of  which  the  above  (or  within)  is 
a  copy,  is  admitted  this  day  of  ,  187  . 

Attorney  for 


1 
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Section  2.  Serrice  of  a  eopy  of  the  complaint^  In  what  eases 
necessary.  *  The  only  ease  in  which  the  Code  expressly  author- 
izes a  defendant  to  demand  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  and  gives 
him  twenty  days  thereafter  to  answer  it,  is  where  there  has 
been  a  personal  service  of  the  summons  but  no  copy  of  the  com- 
plaint has  been  served  with  it.  Mackay  v.  Laidiaw^  13  How. 
129.  Under  an  order  for  the  publication  of  a  summons,  a  copy  of 
the  complaint  may  be  mailed  to  the  defendant,  and  in  this  case  no 
further  service  can  be  demanded  as  a  right,  as  the  law  presumes 
that  the  complaint  was  duly  received  by  the  defendant.  Id. ; 
Downer  v.  Mellen,  60  Barb.  232  ;  and  in  no  case  is  it  obligatory 
upon  the  plaintiff  to  serve  a  complaint  on  a  simple  demand  by 
the  defendant,  after  the  twenty  days  allowed  by  law  for  the  mak- 
ing of  such  demand  has  expired.  But  the  court  may,  in  its  dis- 
cretion, and  oh  such  terms  as  may  be  just,  order  the  plaintiff  to 
serve  a  complaint  after  the  time  for  demanding  the  same  has 
expired.  JSngs  v.  Overing^  2  Code  R.  79 ;  Bennett  v.  Dellicker^ 
3  id.  117. 

Section  3.  Time  of  serving  complaint*  The  Code  provides 
that  the  plaintiff  must  serve  a  copy  of  the  complaint  upon  the 
defendant  within  twenty  days  from  demand.  Code,  §  130.  But 
this  rule  does  not  require  the  plaintiff  to  wait  for  a  formal 
demand.  He  may,  at  any  time  after  the  service  of  the  summons, 
voluntarily  serve  the  complaint.  Van  Pelt  v.  Boyer^  7  How- 
325.  When  several  demands  are  made  at  different  times,  but  by 
the  same  attorney,  representing  separate  defendants  in  the  same 
action,  the  twenty  days  allowed  for  the  service  of  each  copy- 
complaint  runs  from  the  date  of  the  first  demand.  Luce  v.  Tremn 
pert^  9  How.  212.  Except  under  an  order  enlarging  the  time  for 
serving  the  complaint,  service  after  twenty  days  from  demand  is 
a  nullity.     See  §  6,  poat^  606. 

Section  4.  Enlarging  time  of  service.  Under  the  provisions 
of  section  405  of  the  Code,  the  plaintiff  may,  upon  an  affidavit 
showing  grounds  therefor,  obtain  an  order  extending  the  time 
for  serving  a  copy  of  the  complaint.  LitUejLeld^  v.  Murin^  4 
How.  306 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  128.  K  the  time  for  serving  the 
complaint  has  expired,  this  order  can  be  obtained  only  on  notice 
to  the  defendant ;  but  if  the  application  is  made  within  the  pre- 
scribed time,  the  order  may  be  granted  ex  parte,  Stephens  v. 
Moore^  4  Sandf.  674.  If  no  notice  is  required,  the  application 
may  be  made  to  e  county  judge,  but  in  other  cases  to  a  judge 
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of  the  supreme  court,  if  the  action  is  pending  in  that  court. 
Code,  §  405 ;  Parmmter  v.  Roth^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  385 ;  Rogers  v. 
McElJume,  12  Abb.  292 ;  S.  C,  20  How.  441 ;  Merritt  v.  SLocwm^ 
3  id.  309 ;  S.  C,  1  Code'R.  68.  In  case  the  order  is  obtained, 
the  affidavit  used  on  the  motion,  or  a  copy  of  the  same,  must  be 
served  with  a  copy  of  the  order,  or  the  order  may  be  disregarded. 
Code,  §  405.  •  If  the  order  is  granted  ex  parte  by  a  judge  at 
chambers,  it  need  not  be  entered  with  the  clerk.  Savage  v.  Rel- 
yea^  3  How.  276.  The  papers  should  be  served  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  papers  or  orders  in  a  suit  •    See  Code,  §  409. 

Section  5.  Time  to  answer  after  service  of  the  complaint.  As  a 
general  rule  the  defendant  is  allowed  twenty  days  from  the  time 
of  the  personal  service  of  the  complaint,  in  which  to  serve  his 
answer,  and  double  the  time  is  allowed  when  the  complaint  is 
served  by  mail.    Code,  §§  130,  412. 

By  section  183  of  the  Code,  the  defendant  is  allowed  twenty 
days  after  the  service  of  an  order  of  arrest,  in  which  to  serve  an 
answer,  instead  of  being  required  to  answer  in  twenty  days  after 
the  service  of  the  summons. 

Previous  to  the  amendment  of  this  section,  a  defendant  was 
personally  served  with  a  summons,  and  within  twenty  days 
thereafter  the  plaintiff  voluntarily  served  a  copy  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  had  the  defendant  arrested,  from  which  he  was  dis- 
charged. No  return  of  the  service  of  the  order  of  arrest,  or 
of  the  complaint,  vms  made,  nor  did  the  defendant  appear  in  the 
action,  or  demand  a  copy  of  the  complaint.  At  the  end  of 
twenty  days  from  the  service  of  the  summons,  the  plaintiff 
entered  judgment  as  for  want  of  an  answer.  The  defendant, 
after  the  entry  of  judgment,  but  within  twenty  days  after  the 
service  of  the  complaint  and  order  of  arrest,  moved  to  extend 
the  time  to  answer,  which  motion  was  only  granted  on  terms, 
and  the  entry  of  judgment  was  held  to  be  regular.  Van  Pelt  v. 
Bayer y  7  How.  325. 

The  time  to  answer  may  also  be  extended  by  an  order  for  that 
purpose,  or  by  the  vmtten  stipulations  of  the  attorneys,  but  not 
otherwise.  McOowan  v.  Leavenworth^  2  E.  D.  Smith,  24 ;  Code, 
§  405.  See  Bule  16,  Supreme  Court.  But  no  order  extending 
the  time  to  answer  vnll  be  granted  uuless  the  moving  party  pre- 
sents to  the  justice  or  judge  to  whom  the  application  is  made, 
an  affidavit  of  merits  or  proof  that  it  has  been  filed,  or  an  affi- 
davit of  the  attorney  or  counsel  retained  to  defend  the  action, 
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that,  from  the  statement  of  the  case  in  the  action  made  to  him 
by  the  defendant,  he  verily  believes  that  the  defendant  has  a 
good  and  substantial  defense  upon  the  merits  to  the  cause  of 
action  set  forth  in  the  complaint  or  some  part  thereof.  And  the 
affidavit  must  also  state  whether  any  extension  of  time  to  answer 
has  been  granted  by  stipulation  or  order.  Rule  80,  Supreme 
Court.  • 

Section  6.  Effect  of  an  omission  to  serve  the  complaint.  If  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  is  not  served  within  twenty  days  after  the 
demand  therefor,  the  defendant  may  move  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint, under  section  274  of  the  Code.  This  will,  in  effect,  be 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  action.  Baker  v.  CurtiSy  7 
How.  478.    See  Judgment  for  Failure  to  Proceed,  post^  p. 

This  right  is  confined  to  defendants  served  with  a  summons. 
Thus,  where  several  defendants  are  named  in  the  summons,  and 
a  part  only  are  served,  those  only  who  have  been  served  can  ap- 
pear and  ask  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint  under  section  274,  un- 
less they  have  some  right  to  defend  which  renders  such  appear- 
ance necessary.  Tracy  v.  Reynolds^  7  How,  327.  A  plaintiff 
has  a  right  in  such  cases  to  serve  a  complaint  upon  those  who 
have  been  served  with  a  summons,  and  to  omit  service  upon  the 
others,  and  those  served  with  a  complaint  cannot  ask  the  court 
to  dismiss  the  complaint  in  favor  of  the  other  defendants. 
Travis  v.  Tobias^  7  How.  90. 

Serving  a  copy  of  the  complaint  after  the  time  for  such  service 
has  expired  is  in  effect  equivalent  to  not  serving  it  at  all.  The 
defendant  need  not  receive  the  complaint  so  served,  and  may 
safely  disregard  it.  It  should,  however,  be  promptly  returned 
to  the  plaintiff,  or  the  defendant  will  be  held  to  have  waived  the 
irregularity  by  retaining  it  beyond  a  reasonable  time.  Baker  v. 
QurtisSy  7  How,  478.  See  Rule  26,  Supreme  Court.  This  time 
has  never  been  limited  to  a  shorter  period  than  the  same  day,  or 
extended  to  one  greater  than  six  days.  McGowan  v.  Leaven- 
toorthy  2  E.  D.  Smith,  24  ;  Knickerbocker  v.  LouckSy  3  How.  64 ; 
Hollister  v.  Livingsiony  9  id.  140 ;  Levi  v.  JakewaySy  4  id. 
126 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  B.  29.  But  the  defendant  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  return  a  complaint  served  after  the  service  of  a  notice  of 
motion  to  dismiss  the  complaint.    Baker  v.  OurtisSy  7  How.  478. 


CHAPTER  II. 

SERVICE  OF  THE  SUMMONS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

THE  SERVICE  AND  BY  WHOM  MADE. 

Seetton  1.  Serrice  in  general*  In  the  previous  chapter  the 
essentials  of  a  valid  summons  have  been  discussed  at  length. 
The  remaining  and  most  important  consideration  is  the  service 
of  the  summons  when  issued.  Errors  in  the  form  of  a  summons 
may  be  corrected  by  amendment  even  after  judgment ;  but  no 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  can  remedy  a  jurisdictional 
defect  arising  from  an  insufficient  service ;  and  no  delay  to  assert 
his  rights,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  will  debar  him  from  the 
privilege  of  setting  aside,  as  void,  such  service  and  all  the  subse- 
quent proceedings.  It  is  not  so  essential  to  consider  hy  whom  a 
summons  shall  be  served,  as  Jiov)  such  service  shall  be  made. 
The  summons  may  be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where 
the  defendant  may  be  found,  or  by  any  other  person  not  a  party 
to  the  action.    Code,  §  183. 

Section  2.  Service  by  sheriff.  The  sheriff,  as  the  executive 
officer  of  the  court,  is,  theoretically,  the  person  to  whom  a  sum- 
mons may  most  properly  be  delivered  for  service.  Service  of 
process  is  in  the  line  of  his  official  duty,  and  if  he  fail  or  neglect 
to  perform  such  duty  or  make  the  proper  return,  the  party 
aggrieved  thereby  may  serve  on  him  a  notice  to  return  such  pro- 
cess within  ten  days,  or  show  cause  at  a  special  term  why  an 
attachment  should  not  issue  against  him.  Rule  10,  Supreme 
Court.  Wilson  v.  Wright^  9  How.  469.  His  certificate  of  ser- 
vice is  conclusive  evidence  as  against  all  parties  but  the  defendant ; 
and  his  fees  for  service  are  fixed  by  statute,  and  can  be  taxed  in 
the  bill  of  costs  as  disbursements.  Van  Jiensselder  v.  Ohadwicky 
7  id.  297 ;  Case  v.  Price,  9  Abb.  Ill ;  2  R.  S.  (644)  663.  When 
a  summons  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  for  service 
he  is  liable  to  the  plaintiff  for  any  damages  sustained  by  him 
from  any  neglect  to  make  such  service  or  the  proper  return.  2 
R.  S.  (440)  458 ;  Code,  §§  133,  419 ;  Rule  10,  Supreme  Court. 
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Ledyard  v.  Jones,  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  561.  None  of  these  advan- 
tages can  be  claimed  when  service  is  made  by  a  private  person. 
See  next  section. 

But  the  sheriff  can  make  such  service  in  an  official  capacity, 
only  within  the  county  in  which  he  was  elected,  and  any  act 
performed  by  him  out  of  such  territorial  limits  is  the  act  of  a  pri- 
vate person.  Farmers^  Loan  and  Trust  Company  v.  DicJcson,  17 
How.  477 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  61 ;  Thurston  v.  King,  1  id.  126  ;  Mor- 
rell  V.  Kimball,  4  id.  362. 

In  no  case  is  the  sheriff  required  to  serve  a  summons  unless 
his  fees  for  such  service  are  prepaid.  Wait  v.  Selioonmxtker,  16 
How.  460.  But  if  he  serves  them  without  requiring  prepay- 
ment, he  cannot  retain. them,  and  refuse  to  make  a  return, 
because  his  fees  are  not  paid.  lb.  As  to  the  amount  of  such 
fees,  see  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  415,  §  1,  subd.  1 ;  Laws  of  1872,  oh.  26. 

Section  3.  Service  by  a  private  person.  The  service  of  a  sum- 
mons by  a  private  person,  when  properly  made,  is  as  valid  and 
effective  as  a  service  by  a  sheriff.  See  Mills  v.  Corbett,  8  How.  600. 
The  only  distinctions  made  in  respect  to  the  service  by  persons  in 
an  official  or  a  private  capacity,  relate  to  the  character  of  the  proof 
required,  the  right  to  a  fixed  compensation,  and  liability  for  negli- 
gence. A  private  person  in  making  a  service  is  required  to  know 
that  the  party  served  is  the  person  mentioned  and  described  in  the 
summons  as  the  defendant,  and  to  carefully  note  the  time,  plaoe 
and  manner  of  the  service.    Rules  23,  24,  Supreme  Court. 

A  private  person  cannot  claim  as  a  right  the  fixed  sum  granted 
by  law  to  an  officer  as  a  fee  for  the  service  of  a  summons.  But 
he  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation,  the  amount  of  which 
must  be  determined  by  the  clerk.  Case  v.  Price,  9  Abb.  Ill ; 
S.  C,  17  How.  348  ;  Bemdict  v.  Warring,  14  id.  668. 

A  constable  is  not  regarded  as  an  officer  of  a  court  of  record 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  service  of  a  summons  by  him  must  be 
treated  as  a  service  by  a  private  person. 

Section  4.  Service  by  a  coroner^  when  proper.  Whenever  an 
action  of  replevin  shall  be  brought  by  or  against  the  sheriff  of 
any  county,  the  writ -and  all  processes  in  the  cause  shall  be 
awarded  to  and  executed  by  the  coroners  of  the  county.  2  R.  S. 
661,  Edm.  Ed. ;  3d  R.  S.  (6th  ed.)  849. 

It  is  also  provided,  that  whenever  the  sheriff  of  any  county  is 
a  party  in  any  suit,  all  process  in  such  suit,  except  when  other- 
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wise  provided  by  law,  shall  be  executed  by  the  coroner  of  the 
county.     2  R.  S.  460,  461,  Edm.  Ed.  ;  3  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  741. 

It  is  also  provided  by  the  Code  that,  in  actions  in  which  the 
sherijff  is  a  party,  all  the  provisions  of  the  Code  relating  to 
sheriffs  shall  apply  to  coroners.    Code,  §  419. 

Section  5.  Service  by  elisors.  When  both  the  sheriff  and 
coroner  are  parties  to  the  action  or  otherwise  disqualified  from 
serving  a  summons,  the  court  may  appoint  two  elisors  to  make 
the  service.  Mayor ^  etc.y  of  Berwick  v.  Williams j  10  Moore, 
266 ;  and  see  Jackson  v.  Raihhone^  3  Cow.  296 ;  People  v. 
Palmer^  1  id.  32  ;  AnonyTrums^  23  Wend.  102  ;  Mayor  of  JVor- 
wick  V.  OiUy  8  Bing.  27. 


ARTICLE    IL 

SERVICE,  HOW  MADE. 

Section  1.  Time  of  service  and  limiting  time.  Unless  it  is 
otherwise  provided  by  the  attorney  subscribing  the  summons, 
there  is  no  specified  time  within  which  a  summons  must  be 
served.  The  Code  simply  requires  that  the  summons  shall  be 
served  and  returned  with  all  reasonable  diligence.  But,  if  the 
attorney  subscribing  the  summons  elects  to  fix  a  time  for  its 
service,  he  can,  by  an  indorsement  on  the  summons,  require  the 
sheriff  to  make  the  service  at  that  time.  Code,  §  133.  In  case 
the  sheriff  should  disregard  this  requirement,  he  may  be 
required  to  make  due  service  within  ten  days  thereafter,  under 
the  provisions  of  rule  10  of  the  supreme  court. 

It  is  a  general  role  that  a  summons  may  be  served  on  any  day 
or  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Priddee  v.  Cooper^  1  Bing. 
66  ;  TJ'pixm  v.  Mackenzie^  1  Dowl.  &  R.  172  ;  Moss  v.  Powell^  2 
Burr.  813,  note.  To  this  rule  there  are  several  statutory  excep- 
tions. Thus,  the  service  of  a  summons  on  Sunday  is  utterly  void, 
and  subjects  the  party  making  the  service  to  damages  at  the  suit 
of  the  party  aggrieved.  1  R.  S.  628,  Edm.  Ed.,  §  69 ;  Meld  v. 
Park,  20  Johns.  140 ;  Van  Vechten  v.  Paddock,  12  Johns.  178 ; 
Hastings  v.  Farmer,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  293.  So  the  service  of  a 
summons  upon  an  elector  on  an  election  day,  in  any  city  or  town 
where  he  is  entitled  to  vote,  is  prohibited  by  statute.  1  R.  S.  116 
Edm.  Ed.,  §4;  Hastings  v.  Farmer,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  293; 
Weeks  v.  Noxon,  11  How.  189  ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  280.    So  formerly 
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no  summons  could  be  legally  served  on  Saturday,  on  a  person 
who  keeps  that  day  as  the  Sabbath  (Laws  of  1839,  ch.  367) ; 
this  law  has  however  been  repealed,  and  the  prohibition  con- 
fined to  process  issuing  out  of  a  justice' s  court.  Maries  v.  WU- 
son,  11  Abb.  87 ;  Laws  of  1847,  ch.  849. 

Service  of  a  summons  on  any  day  prohibited  by  statute  is  void, 
and  has  no  effect  as  the  commencement  of  an  action.  Has- 
tings  V.  Farmer^  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  293.  But  in  the  absence  of 
any  statutory  restrictions,  the  service  of  a  summons  upon  any 
day  will  be  valid. 

Section  2.  Place  of  service.  With  the  exception  of  the  cases 
specified  in  section  136  of  the  Code,  the  service  of  a  summons 
must  be  made  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
from  which  it  issues.  Litchfield  v.  Burwell,  5  How.  341 ;  FisJce 
V.  Anderson,  33  Barb.  71 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  8. 

By  the  provisions  of  section  133  of  the  Code,  the  summons  may 
be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  the  defendant  may 
be  found,  or  by  any  other  person  not  a  party  to  the  action. 

The  rule  requiring  such  service  to  be  made  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  the  general  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is  not  with- 
out exceptions.  Where  the  cause  of  action  is  one  of  those  speci- 
fied in  sections  123,  124  of  the  Code,  the  superior  court,  and  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  city  of  New  York  have  jurisdic- 
tion. Code,  §  33,  subd.  1.  In  actions  of  that  character,  the  sum- 
mons may  be  served  upon  the  defendants  in  any  county  of  this 
State.  Porter  v.  Lord,  4  Abb.  43  ;  4  Duer,  682 ;  13  How.  264. 
So  when  all  of  the  defendants  reside  in  that  city,  or  when  one  of 
several  defendants  jointly  liable  on  a  contract,  resides  there,  these 
courts  have  jurisdiction,  and  the  summons  may  be  served  any- 
where in  this  State.  lb.  Bates  v.  Reynolds,  7  Bosw.  685.  In 
other  cases  the  defendants  must  all  reside  in  that  city,  or  they 
must  be  personally  served  with  process  within  the  city,  or  the  court 
will  not  have  jurisdiction.  lb.  Code,  §  33 ;  Zeregal  v.  Benoist, 
33  How.  129 ;   7  Rob.  199. 

Section  8.  Mode  of  personal  service  in  general^  and  upon  whom 
made.  Personal  service  of  a  summons  may  be  made  upon  per- 
sons, or  upon  foreign  or  domestic  corporations.  Code,  §  134. 
When  it  is  sought  to  bring  an  action  against  persons,  personal 
service  of  a  summons  may  be  made  by  delivering  the  summons 
to  the  defendant,  and  leaving  it  with  him.  BeeJcman  v.  Chiller, 
2  Code  R.  51. 
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If  the  defendant  refuses  to  receive  or  retain  the  summons  pre- 
sented to  him,  the  party  making  the  service  should,  notwith- 
standing, leave  a  copy  with  him,  at  the  same  time  informing  him 
of  its  contents,  and  of  his  right  to  retain  the  copy  tendered 
him.  Beekman  v.  Cutler^  2  Code  R.  51 ;  Rule  23,  Supreme 
Court ;  Bell  v.  Vincent,  7  Dowl.  &  Ryl.  233. 

The  delivery  must  be  made  by  the  person  authorized  to  make 
the  service,  and  the  party  receiving  the  summons  must  be  the 
defendant  in  the  action.  Delivery  to  the  wrong  person  is  never 
equivalent  to  a  personal  service,  although  the  party  receiving  it 
may  hand  it  to  the  person  for  whom  it  was  intended.  Williams 
V.  Van  Valkenhurgh,  16  How.  144;  Ooggs  v.  Lord  Hunting- 
tower,  12  Mees.  &  Wels.  503 ;  S.  C,  1  D.  &  L.  599. 

The  office  of  a  summons  is  to  give  the  defendant  a  certain  and 
fair  notice  that  an  action  has  been  commenced,  and  also  to  notify 
him  of  that  reasonable  time  which  the  statute  has  given  as  an 
opportunity  for  the  preparation  of  a  defense,  and  any  trick  or 
device  which  deprives  the  defendant  of  these  provisions  for  his 
protection  is  a  fraud  upon  the  statute,  which  will  not  be  toler- 
ated by  the  courts,  although  the  letter  of  the  statute  has  not  been 
violated.  BulJcley  v.  BulJcley,  6  Abb.  307 ;  Carpenter  v.  Spooner, 
2  Sandf..717  ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  140  ;  Gowpil  v.  Simonson,9  Abh. 
474.  Thus  where  a  summons,  sealed  up  in  a  tin  box,  was  served 
upon  a  defendant  leaving  the  State  for  California,  the  summons, 
and  all  proceedings  under  it,  were  set  aside  as  fraudulent  and 
void.  BulJcley  v.  BulJcley,  6  Abb.  307.  So  where  a  defendant 
has  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  by  means 
of  fraudulent  representations,  for  tlie  purpose  of  making  per- 
sonal service  of  a  summons  upon  him,  the  court  will  set  aside 
the  service.  Carpenter  v.  Spooner,  2  Sandf.  717  ;  S.  C,  2  Code 
R.  140 ;  Metcalf  v.  ClarJc,  41  Barb.  45 ;  and  see  Ooupil  v.  Si- 
monson,  3  Abb.  474 ;  BenningJioff  v.  OsweU,  37  How.  236 ; 
Wells  V.  Ourney,  8  Bam.  &  Cress.  769 ;  and  in  general,  personal 
service,  procured  through  fraud,  is  invalid.  lb. 

In  actions  against  husband  and  wife,  where  no  attempt  is  made 
to  charge  the  wife' s  separate  estate,  service  upon  the  husband  is 
service  upon  both.  EcJcerson  v.  Vollmer,  11  How.  42  ;  Foot  v. 
Lathrop,  53  Barb.  183.  See  S.  C,  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand)  358 ; 
Beauconibe  v.  Love,  Barnes,  406,  412. 

The  copy  of  the  summons  left  with  the  defendant  should  be 
an  exact  counterpart  of  the  original,  but  a  trifling  omission  of  a 
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word  or  letter,  not  altering  the  sound  sense  or  meaning  of  the 
process,  will  not  make  the  service  irregular.  Svtton  v.  Bur- 
gess, 1  C.  M.  &  R.  770 ;  3  Dowl.  P.  C.  489 ;  6  Tyrw.  320 ;  1 
Gale's  Exch.  17,  and  see  Van  WycJc  v.  Hardy,  39  How.  392; 
affirming  S.  C,  20  id.  222. 

Section  4.  Serylce  on  corporations.  The  Code  provides  that  in 
actions  against  corporations  the  summons  may  be  served  by  de- 
livering a  copy  to  the  president,  secretary,  cashier,  treasurer,  a 
director,  or  managing  agent  of  the  corporation ;  but  it  further 
provides,  that  s^ch  service  can  be  made  in  respect  to  a  foreign 
corporation  only  when  it  has  property  within  this  State,  or  the 
cause  of  action  arose  therein,  or  where  personal  service  is  made 
within  the  State  upon  the  president,  treasurer  or  secretary. 
Code,  §  134. 

The  managing  agent  upon  whom  the  summons  may  be  served 
must  be  one  whose  agency  extends  to  all  the  transactions  of  the 
corporation ;  one  who  has,  or  is  engaged  in  the  management  of 
the  corporation,  in  distinction  &om  the  management  of  a  par- 
ticular branch  or  department  of  the  business.  Brewster  v.  The 
Michigan  Central  Bai^oad  Company,  5  How.  183  ;  S.  C,  3  Code 
B.  215.  This  does  not  authorize  the  service  of  a  summons  on  a 
railroad  corporation  in  the  person  of  its  baggage-master,  or  its 
general  ticket  and  passenger  agent.  Flynn  v.  Hudson  Bvoer 
Bailroad  Company,  6  How.  308  ;  S.  C,  10  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  168 ; 
Doty  V.  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  8  Abb.  427. 

It  is  provided  by  statute  that  any  life  or  health  insurance  com- 
pany doing  business  in  this  State  shall  appoint  an  attorney 
within  the  State  on  whom  process  of  law  can  be  served,  and 
that  such  attorney  shall  file  with  the  superintendent  of  the  in- 
surance department  his  certificate  of  appointment,  and  the  ser- 
vice of  process  upon  him  shall  be  deemed  a  valid  personal  ser- 
vice upon  such  corporation.  Laws  of  1853,  ch.  463,  §  14 ;  id.  ch. 
661,  §  2,  as  amended  by  Laws  of  1862,  ch.  300,  §  4.  By  the 
laws  of  1865  similar  provisions  were  made  in  regard  to  in- 
surance and  other  corporations  created  by  the  laws  of  other 
States,  and  doing  business  within  this  State.  This  act  requires 
that  a  person  shall  be  designated  in  every  county  in  which  such 
corporation  transacts  business  on  whom  process  may  be  served, 
and  declares  that  such  service  shall  be  valid  when  duly  made. 
It  further  provides,  that  if  such  person  shall  not  be  designated, 
it  shall  be  lawful-  to  serve  such  process  on  any  person  who  can 
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be  found  within  the  State  acting  as  agent  of  said  corporation  or 
doing  business  for  them.  A  summons  is  included  in  the  general 
term  "process."    Laws  of  1866,  ch.  279,  §§  1,  2,  3,  4. 

This  act  does  not  confer  upon  the  court  any  jurisdiction  which 
it  did  not  formerly  possess,  but  merely  increases  the  facilities 
for  the  service  of  a  summons  against  a  foreign  corporation  in  the 
cases  allowed  by  section  134  of  the  Code,  and  of  which  the  court 
has  jurisdiction  under  section  427  of  the  same  act  Curaberland 
Coal  Company  v.  SherTnan^  8  Abb.  243 ;  8.  C,  30  Barb.  169 ; 
20  How.  62. 

Where  two  parties  make  adverse  claim  to  be  the  officers  of  the 
same  corporation,  the  service  should  be  made  on  the  officers  in 
possession  and  acting  in  an  official  capacity.  Berrian  v. 
MetTiodist  Society  in  New  YorJc^  4  Abb.  424 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  682. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  indei)endentiy  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1866,  the  right  to  serve  a  summons  upon  any  officer  other 
than  the  president,  treasurer  or  secretary  of  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion depends  upon  the  fact  (1)  that  such  corporation  owns  prop- 
erty within  this  State,  or  (2)  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  therein. 
Code,  §  134.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  that  a  cause 
of  action  on  contract  arises  within  a  State  when  such  State  is 
designated  in  the  contract  as  the  place  where  such  contract  is  to 
be  executed,  as  it  is  the  place  of  the  performance  and  not  of  the 
making  of  a  contract  that  determines  where  the  cause  of  action 
arises.  BurcJcleY,  Eckhart^  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  132 ;  Cumberland 
Coal  Company  v.  Sherman^  8  Abb.  243 ;  S.  C,  30  Barb.  159  ;  20 
How.  62  ;  Campbell  v.  ChaTnplain  BaiZroad^  18  id.  412  ;  Bajik 
of  Commerce  v.  Washington  and  BvMand  Bailroad  Company^ 
10  id.  1 ;  Connecticut  Mutual  Insurance  Company  v.  Cleveland 
Bailroad  Company,  23  id.  180  ;  S.C.,  26  id.  226  ;  41  Barb.  9.  But 
in  order  to  bring  the  right  of  service  within  the  other  require- 
ments of  the  Code,  the  property  owned  within  the  State  must 
be  such  as  would  be  liable  to  attachment  under  sections  227, 
242  of  the  Code.  The  right  of  property  in  the  corporation  must 
be  present  and  absolute,  and  not  contingent  upon  the  happening 
of  some  future  event  Bates  v.  New  Orleans^  Jaxikson  arid 
Great  Northern  'Bailroad  Company,  4  Abb.  72 ;  S.  C,  13  How. 
616.  See  Jones  v.  Bradaer,  10  Barb.  193 ;  BuchnMster  v.  Smithy 
22  Vt  203. 

The  person  upon  whom  a  summons  may  be  served  in  an  action 
against  municipal  corporations,  is  usually  regulated  by  the  act  of 
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incorporation,  or  by  general  or  special  statutes.  Thus,  in  all 
actions  against  the  city  of  New  York,  the  summons  must  be 
served  either  upon  the  mayor,  comptroller,  or  the  counsel  of  the 
corporation.  Laws  of  1860,  ch.  379,  §  4.  This  question  will  be 
further  discussed  in  a  subsequent  section.    See  §  7,  post 

Section  5.  Serriee  on  minors  under  fourteen  years.  Service 
must  be  made  upon  a  minor,  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  by 
delivering  a  copy  of  the  summons  to  the  minor  i)ersonally,  and 
also  to  his  father,  mother  or  guardian,  or,  if  there  be  none  within 
the  State,  then  to  any  person  having  the  care  and  control  of  such 
minor,  or  with  whom  he  shall  reside,  or  in  whose  service  he  shall 
be  employed.  Code,  §  134,  subd.  2.  But  if  the  minor  be 
of  the  age  of  fourteen  years  or  upward,  service  may  be  made 
by  delivering  the  copy  of  the  summons  to  him  personally,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  he  were  an  adult.    Code,  §  134,  subd.  4. 

Section  6.  Service  on  lunatics^  drunkards^  etc.  In  an  action 
against  a  person  judicially  declared  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  or 
incapable  of  conducting  his  own  affairs,  in  consequence  of 
habitual  drunkenness,  and  for  whom  a  committee  has  been 
appointed,  the  summons  must  be  served  by  delivering  a  copy  to 
such  committee,  and  to  the  defendant  personally.  Code,  § 
134,  subd.  3.  But  in  case  no  committee  has  been  appointed, 
the  service  must  be  upon  the  defendant  personally,  as  in  case  of 
service  upon  persons  of  sound  mind.     Code,  §  134,  subd.  4. 

The  service  of  a  summons  upon  one  with  whom  a  person  of 
unsound  mind  resides  is  not  good  service.  Heller  v.  SeUer,  6 
How.  194 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  309.  In  partition  suits,  where 
a  summons  has  been  served  on  a  part  of  the  defendants,  and  a 
guardian  ad  litem  appointed  for  an  infant  lunatic,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  his  guardian  or  committee,  personal  service  on  such 
infant  lunatic  need  not  be  made.  Hogers  v.  McLea/riy  11  Abb. 
440  ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  34  N.  T.  (7  Tiff.)  536  ;  31  How.  279  ;  rev€|fs- 
ing  S.  C,  10  Abb.  306 ;  31  Barb.  304.  See  Jelly  v.  Mliote,  1 
Cart.  (Ind.)  119. 

These  provisions  of  the  Code,  as  to  the  manner  of  the  service 
of  a  summons  on  persons  of  unsound  mind,  must  not  be  con- 
strued to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  obtaining  leave  to 
sue  before  commencing  actions  against  such  persons.  SoverkiU 
V.  Dickson,  5  How.  109 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  162  ;  ante,  201,  202. 

Section  7.  Service  on  States^  counties^  towns^  and  public  officers 
thereof.    In  an  action  against  a  State,  the  summons  should  be 
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served  on  the  governor,  or  chief  executive  magistrate,  and  on  the 
attorney-general  of  the  State.  Chisholm^  executor^  v.  Oeorgia^  2 
Dall.  419.  In  actions  against  a  county,  or  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors of  a  county,  the  service  should  be  made  on  the  chairman  or 
clerk  of  the  board.  1  R.  S.  384  (357),  Edm.  ed.  In  an  action 
against  a  town,  the  summons  should  be  served  on  the  supervisor 
of  the  town.  1 R.  S.  357  (329),  Edm.  ed.  Service  may  be  made  on 
a  city  by  serving  a  summons  on  its  mayor.  In  the  charters  of 
nearly  all  municipal  corporations,  provisions  are  made  for  the 
service  of  process  upon  the  corporation.  Service  of  a  summons 
on  the  city  of  New  York  must  be  made  by  service  on  either  the 
mayor,  comptroller,  or  counsel  to  the  corporation.  Laws  of 
1860,  ch.  379,  §  4. 

Section  8.  Service  on  imprisoned  persons.  In  actions  Against 
imprisoned  persons,  the  summons  must  be  served  on  the  defend- 
ant personally  in  the  place  of  his  confinement ;  and  although  the 
right  of  prosecuting  an  action  is  denied  to  such  persons,  the 
liability  to  be  sued  still  exists.  Davis  v.  Duffie^  8  Bosw.  617  ; 
S.  C.  affirmed,  3  Keyes,  606  ;  3  Trans  App.  54,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  478 ; 
reversing  S.  C,  18  Abb.  360  ;  Morris  v.  Walsh,  14  id.  387 ;  S.  C, 
9  Bosw.  636. 

Section  9,  Temporary  exemptions  ftom  service.  Every  defend- 
ant is  exempt  from  the  service  of  a  summons  on  Sunday,  or  on 
an  election  day,  in  a  town  or  dty  where  he  is  entitled  to  vote. 
Field  V.  Park,  20  Johns.  140 ;  Pulling  v.  The  People,  8  Barb.  384 ; 
MeeJcs  v.  Noxon,  1  Abb.  280  ;  S.  C,  sub  nom.    Weeks  v.  Noxon, 

11  How.  189  ;  Hastings  v.  Farmer,  4:1S.  T.  (4  Comst)  293 ;  Bierce 
V.  Smith,  2  Abb.  411.  So,  also,  no  valid  service  of  a  summons 
can  be  made  on  any  elector,  in  a  town,  and  on  a  day  in  which  a 
town-meeting  is  being  held,  at  which  he  is  entitled  to  vote.  1 
R.  S.  342  (316),  §  10,  Edm.  ed. 

A  non-resident  witness,  or  a  party  to  an  action  residing  in  an- 
other State,  is  exempt  from  the  service  of  a  summons,  when 
temporarily  within  this  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  exam- 
ined as  a  witness  in  an  action  being  or  to  be  tried  here.  The 
exemption  continues  while  such  witness  is  attending  the  court, 
or  coming  to,  or  returning  from,  the  place  of  trial.  Merrill  v. 
George,  23  How.  331 ;  Beaver  v.  JRobinson,  3  Duer,  622;  S.  C, 

12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  120 ;  and  see  Time  of  Service,  §  1,  ante,  609, 
service  on  a  part  of  the  d^endants.  Provisions  have  been  made 
jn  the  Code  for  the  service  of  a  summons,  and  for  the  subsequent 
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proceedings  in  an  action  against  defendants  jointly  indebted 
upon  a  contract.  §§  136,  875  to  381.  A  fall  discussion  of  the  prac- 
tice and  procedure  in  such  cases  will  be  found  in  its  appropriate 
chapter  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work.  See  Revival  of  Judg- 
ment against  Joint  Debtors. 

Section  10.  Fees  for  service.  A  sheriff  is  allowed  by  statute, 
as  a  fee  for  serving  a  summons^  or  summons  and  complaint,  or 
summons  and  object  of  action,  or  any  other  paper  issued  in  an 
action,  the  sum  of  $1.00.  He  is  also  allowed  for  necessary  travel 
in  making  such  service,  the  sum  of  six  cents  per  mile  to  and  from 
the  place  of  service,  to  be  computed  in  all  cases  from  the  court- 
house of  the  county,  and  if  there  are  two  or  more  court-houses, 
to  be  computed  from  that  nearest  to  the  place  of  service.  These 
statutory  fees  are  allowed  to  the  sheriffs  of  all  the  counties  in 
the  State,  except  the  counties  of  New  York,  Kings  and  West- 
chester. Laws  of  1871,  ch.  415 ;  Laws  of  1872,  ch.  26.  The  sheriff 
is  entitled  to  his  fee  of  $1.00  for  every  defendant  served.  He  is 
also  entitled  to  his  fee  for  going  and  returning.  But  this  fee 
applies  only  to  the  process  itself,  and  not  to  the  number  of 
defendants  named,  or  who  may  be  served.  But  one  travel  fee 
can  be  charged  on  the  same  process.  See  Benedict  v.  Warrinerj 
14  How.  668.  The  sheriff,  may  demand  these  fees  in  advance,  as 
a  condition  of  making  the  service.  Wait  v.  Schoonmaker^  16 
id.  460.  Fees  for  the  service  of  a  summons  are  not  taxable, 
unless  the  service  was  made  by  the  sheriff,  in  which  case  they 
may  be  taxed  ill  the  bill  of  costs  as  sheriff's  fees.  Whipple  v. 
Williams^  4  id.  28 ;  Union  India  Rubber  Co.  v.  Bdbcockj  4 
Duer,  620 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  262.  K  services  which  the  sheriff  may 
perform  are  performed  by  private  persons,  nothing  more  can 
properly  be  charged  or  allowed  in  tiie  bill  of  costs  than  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  the  services  rendered.  Nothing  can 
be  allowed  for  constructive  traveling  or  other  services,  in 
•  such  cases.    Case  v.  Price^  17  How.  348;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  111. 


ARTICLE  m, 

SERVICE  BY  PUBLICATIOK. 

Section  1.  When  such  service  Is  proper.  It  is  a  well-settled 
principle  of  law  that  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  a  defendant 
cannot  be  obtained  by  any  court,  except  by  his  voluntary 
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appearance,  or  by  due  service  of  process.  It  is  equally  well  set- 
tled that,  prior  to  the  Code,  no  eflfectual  service  of  process  could 
be  made  on  any  person  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  out 
of  which  the  process  issued.  Fenton  v.  Oarlick^  8  Johns.  194  ; 
Anderson  v.  Herioty  4  Cow.  608,  624,  note ;  FisJce  v.  Anderson^ 
12  Abb.  8 ;  S.  C,  33  Barb.  71 ;  Peck  v.  Cook,  41  id.  549.  But  by 
section  136  of  the  Code,  the  publication  of  a  summons  and  ser- 
vice by  mail  in  pursuance  of  an  order  duly  obtained  from  a 
judge  of  the  court,  was  made  equivalent  to  personal  service.  This 
provision  of  the  Code  was  an  innovation  upon  the  former  practice, 
and  is  limited  to  the  cases  expressly  provided  for  by  the  statute. 
Fiske  V.  Arvderson,  Vji  Abb.  8  ;  S.  C,  33  Barb.  71 ;  Peck  v.  Cook, 
41  id.  649  ;  HaZlett  v.  Biglders,  13  How,  43. 

It  is  provided  by  the  section  of  the  Code  referred  to,  that 
whenever  it  shall  appear  by  affidavit,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  or  a  judge  thereof,  or  a  county  judge  of  the  county  where 
the  trial  is.  to  be  had,  that  the  person  on  whom  the  service  of  a 
summons  is  to  be  made  cannot,  after  due  diligence,  be  found 
within  the  State,  and  that  a  cause  of  action  exists  against  him, 
or  that  he  is  a  proper  party  to  an  action  relating  to  real  property 
in  this  State,  such  court  or  judge  may  grant  an  order  that  the  ser- 
vice be  made  by  the  publication  of  a  summons  in  either  of  the  fol-  • 
lowing  cases : 

1.  Where  the  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation,  has  property 
within  the  State  ;  or,  the  cause  of  action  arose  therein ; 

2.  Where  the  defendant,  being  a  resident  of  this  State,  has 
departed  therefrom,  vdth  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors,  or  to 
avoid  the  service  of  a  summons,  or  keeps  himself  concealed 
therein  with  like  intent ; 

3.  Where  he  is  not  a  resident  of  this  State,  but  has  property 
therein,  and  the  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  of  the 
action; 

4.  Where  the  subject  of  the  action  is  real  or  personal  property 
in  this  State,  and  the  defendant  has  or  claims  a  lien  or  interest, 
actual  or  contingent  therein,  or  the  relief  demanded  consists 
wholly  or  partly  in  excluding  the  defendant  from  any  interest 
or  lien  therein ; 

6.  Where  the  action  is  for  divorce,,  in  the  cases  prescribed  by 
law.    Code,  §  136. 

Unknown  defendants  having  a  lien  upon,  or  an  interest  in, 
mortgaged  premises,  and  whose  residence  cannot  with  reasonable 
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diligence  be  found,  were,  in  actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  mort- 
gages on  real  estate,  included  among  those  subject  to  the  service 
of  a  summons  under  an  order  for  publication,  by  the  amend- 
ment of  1860. 

Non-resident  stockholders,  and  the  personal  representatives 
of  deceased  stockholders,  of  insolvent  corporations  and  joint-stock 
companies,  were  also  added  to  the  class  of  defendants,  included 
within  the  provisions  of  this  section,  by  the  act  of  1869.  Laws 
of  1869,  ch.  157. 

The  property  mentioned  in  subdivisions  I  and  8  of  sectibn  136 
of  the  Code  is  not  property  temporarily  within  the  State,  and  of 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  tiiere  can  be  no  agent  or 
factor  or  other  person  in  charge,,  through  whom  notice  of  the 
proceedings  could  reach  the  owner.  HaigTvt  v.  Hustedj  4  Abb. 
348,  351 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  5  id.  170 ;  Bates  v.  New  Orleans  R.  JR.,  4 
id.  72 ;  S.  C,  13  How.  516.  On  the  contrary,  the  property  must 
be  such  as  is  liable  to  attachment  under  section  227  of  the  Code, 
lb.  The  importance  of  this  fact  will  be  more  clearly  understood, 
on  referring  to  rule  34  of  the  supreme  court,  which  provides  that 
in  actions  for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  when  the  summons 
has  been  served  by  publication  under  section  135  of  the  Code,  no 
judgment  shall  be  entered,  unless  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  application,  shall  show  by  affidavit  that  an  attach- 
ment has  been  issued  in  the  action  and  levied  upon  property 
belonging  to  the  defendant. 

Section  2.  The  aflBdavit  to  authorize  the  order.  The  proof 
requisite  to  authorize  an  order  for  publication  must  be  made  by 
affidavit,  and  by  affidavit  only.  The  return  of  a  sheriff  is  not 
sufficient  proof  of  the  existence  of  facts  upon  which  an  order 
may  properly  issue,  nor  can  these  facts  be  made  to  appear  partly 
by  affidavit  and  partly  by  return.  Waffle  v.  Ooblej  35  How. 
356 ;  S.  C,  53  Barb.  517.  The  affidavit  may  be  made  by  any 
person  having  knowledge  of  the  requisite  facts.  lb. 

Upon  every  application  for  an  order  that  the  service  of  a  sum- 
mons may  be  made  by  publication,  the  applicant  must  not  only 
show  that  the  case  faUs  within  some  one  of  the  subdivisions  of 
section  135  of  the  Code,  but  he  must  also  establish  the  central 
jurisdictional  fact  that  the  person  on  whom  the  service  of  the 
summons  is  to  be  made,  cannot,  after  due  diligence,  be  found 
within  the  State.  The  fact  of  non-residence  is  of  no  importance, 
except  as  it  tends  to  establish  the  fact  that  he  is  not  within  the 
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State  at  the  time  when  the  application  is  made.  Peck  w.  Cookj 
41  Barb.  549 ;  Van  Wyck  v.  Hardy,  39  How.  892.  It  must 
also  appear  that  a  cause  of  action  exists  against  the  defendant,  in 
respect  to  whom  the  service  is  to  be  made.  Towsley  v.  McDon- 
aid,  32  Barb.  604 ;  RawdouY.  CorUn,  3  How.  416 ;  S.  C,  2  Code 
E.  3.  Or  where  this  is  not  strictly  true,  the  other  essential  fact 
must  be  alleged,  viz. :  that  defendant  is  a  proper  party  to  an 
action  relating  to  real  property  in  this  State.    Code,  §  135. 

The  affidavit,  after  establishing  these  essential  facts,  without 
which  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  act,  must  set  forth  the 
other  facts  necessary  to  bring  the  case  within  some  one  of  the 
subdivisions  of  section  135. 

Thus,  where  an  order  is  sought  in  a  case  falling  under  sub- 
division 1  or  3,  the  fact  must  exist  and  must  be  clearly  estab- 
lished by  affidavit  that  the  defendant  has  property  vrithin  this 
State.  Mske  v.  Anderson,  33  Barb.  71 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  8 ; 
Evertson  v.  Thomas,  5  How,  45 ;  S.  C,  8  Code  R.  74. 

If  the  case  falls  under  subdivision  2,  the  affidavit  should  show 
positively  and  directly,  and  not  from  information  and  belief, 
that  the  defendant  is  a  resident  of  this  State,  and  that  he  has 
departed  therefrom  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors,  or  to 
avoid  the  service  of  a  summons,  or  keeps  himself  concealed  with 
like  intent.  Towsley  v.  McDonald,  32  Barb.  604  ;  Warren  v. 
Tiffany,  9  Abb.  66;  S.  C,  17  How.  106.  In  the  same  manner, 
the  facts  necessary  to  bring  the  case  within  any  of  the  other  sub- 
divisions of  section  135  of  the  Code  should  be  set  forth  in  the 
affidavit. 

In  general,  the  affidavit  upon  which  an  order  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  summons  is  based  should  contain  allegations  of  facts 
stated,  with  enough  of  circumstance  and  detail  to  establish 
beyond  doubt  that  the  order  may  properly  issue.  A  positive 
statement  of  facts  is  always  required  when  such  statement  can 
.  be  obtained,  but,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  swear  to  facts  on 
information  and  belief,  the  source  of  such  information,  and  the 
grounds  for  such  belief  should  invariably  be  given.  It  may  not 
be  indispensable  that  these  facts  should  be  so  stated,  but  no 
order  ought  to  be  made  without  proof  of  that  character,  and  it  is 
certainly  hazardous  to  attempt  to  procure  an  order  on  an  affi- 
davit in  which  such  allegations  are  not  made.  Yan  Wyck  v. 
Hardy,  39  How.  392 ;  affirming  S.  C,  20  id.  222  ;  Peck  v.  Cook, 
41  Barb.  549 ;  Evertson  v.  Thomas,  6. How.  45 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R. 
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74.  The  allegations  should  not  consist  in  a  repetition  of  the 
bare  words  of  the  statute,  but  should  combine  with  them  matters 
of  evidence,  of  which  the  words  of  the  statute  form  the  legal 
conclusion. 

It  is  essential  that  these  affidavits  should  be  drawn  with  great 
care,  in  order  that  they  may  afford  jprima  facie  evidence  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  granting  the  order,  even  though  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  depends  not  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
affidavit  as  a  means  of  satisfying  the  judge  that  certain  facts 
exist,  but  upon  the  actual  existence  of  the  fact  itself.  Fiske  v. 
Andersorbj  33  Barb.  76 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  8 ;  Evertson  v.  ThoTnas^  5 
How.  46 ;  S.  C,  13  Abb.  8.  A  jurisdictional  defect  may  at  any 
time  be  raised  by  the  defendant,  lb. ;  TitibS  v.  Helpea,  16  How. 
871 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  177.  But  if  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  affidavit 
establish  prima  facie  evidence  of  jurisdiction,  the  court  of  ap- 
peals will  not  review  the  decision  of  the  court  granting  the  order. 
•  Yan  WyoJc  v.  Hardy ^  39  How,  392 ;  Skinnion  v.  Kelley^  18  N.  Y. 
(4  Smith)  355 ;  KissocJc  v.  GrarU,  34  Barb.  144.  If  the  affidavit 
upon  which  the  order  for  publication  is  based  is  insufficient, 
personal  service  of  the  summons  and  complaint  on  the  defendant 
out  of  the  State  will  not  render  the  subsequent  proceedings  valid. 
Peck  V.  Cook^  41  Barb.  649. 

Affidavit  where  Dtfendant  is  a  Foreign  Corporation. 

(Title  of  caused 
( Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  above  named,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says: 
I.  That  a  cause  of  action  exists  m  his  favor  against  the  de- 
fendants alx^ve  named,  the  grounds  of  which  are  as  follows : 
{State  the  cause  cf  actionj  or^  where  the  applicaMon  is  made  at 
special  term  say,  the  grounds  of  which  appear  by  the  sworn 
complaint  in  this  action,  hereto  annexed,  the  statements  con- 
tained in  which  are  true  to  the  knowledge  of  the  deponent.) 

n.  That  the  defendants  are  a  foreign  corporation,  created  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  State  of  ,  miving  tneir  place  of 
business  in  in  that  State,  and  no  officer  or  agent  of  said 
defendants  upon  whom  service  of  summons  can  bv  law  be  made 
can,  after  due  diligence  and  inquiry,  be  found  within  this  State, 
although  the  deponent  has  made  inquiry  {staie  fully  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  showing  what  measures  haze  been 
taken,  what  acts  of  diligence  have  been  used,  and  particularly 
what  inquiries  have  been  made,  and  of  whom,  and  the  means  cf 
knowledge  possessed  by  such  persons  in  relation  to  the  practi- 
cability of  a  personal  service  on  them  in  this  State). 
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III.  That  the  president  of  said  corporation  (^or  other  officer 
proposed  to  be  served  by  mail)  is  M.  N.,  who  resides  at 

I V.  That  the  defendants  have  property  within  this  State, 
at  ,  consisting  of  (^describe  the  property). 

Y.  That  the  cause  of  action  against  said  defendants  arose  in 
this  State,  as  appears  by  the  foregoing  statements  (or  the  an- 
nexed complaiiu). 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  where  defendant  has  departed  from  the  State  to 

d^raud  creditors  or  avoid  service. 

^  {As  in  preceding  form  to  11.) 

n.  That  the  defendant  is  a  resident  of  this  State,  to  wit,  of 
{specify  his  particular  pUbce  of  residence),  but  oannot 
after  due  diligence  be  found  witmn  the  State.  That  a  summons 
in  this  action  has  been  made  out,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed,  and  due  diligence  has  been  made  to  effect  its  service, 
{^^Ue  aU  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  aitempted  service)^ 
or  annex  or  rtfer  to  return  of  officer  or  affidavit  of  other  perscm 
attempting  to  make  service.) 

m.  That,  as  this  deponent  believes,  the  defendant  has  departed 
from  this  State  to  ,  in  the  State  of  ,  with  intent  to 

defraud  his  creditors,  or  with  intent  to  avoid  the  service  of  sum- 
mons, and  the  grounds  of  his  belief  are  as  follows  {set  forth 
fully  the  facts  cmd  circumstances  which  form  the  ground  of  the 
belitf  in  the  fraudulent  intent). 

{Jurat.)   •  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  where  dtfendant  is  a  non-resident. 

{Tide  of  the  cause.) 

{Yenue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  above  named,  beins  duly  sworn  says : 
I.  That  a  cause  of  action  exists  in  nis  favor  against  the  defend- 
ant above  named,  the  grounds  of  which  are  as  follows  {state  the 
facts  constituting  the  cause  of  action^  or  refer  to  the  complaint 
as  annjexed^  as  in  preceding  f  ottos). 

n.  That  the  defendant  is  not  a  resident  of  this  State,  but 
resides  in  the  (city)  of  ,  in  the  State  of  ,  as 

deponent  is  informed  by  {state  the  nxmne  of  the  infor- 

mant^ and  also  the  mea/ns  or  sources  of  knowledge  m  respect  to 
su/sh  evidence  possessed  by  him ;  or  if  the  residence  of  the 
d^endant  is  unknoum).  That  the  defendant  is  not  a  resident 
of  this  State,  as  the  deponent  is  informed  and  believes ;  and  that 
the  defendant  cannot,  after  due  diligence  and  inquiry,  be  found 
within  this  State :  that  {state  what  measures  have  oeen  taken^ 
and  what  acts  of  diligence  have  been  used^  and  particularly 
what  inquiries  have  been  made^  and  qf  whom^  and  the  mean^s  of 

66    . 
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knowledae  possessed  by  such  persons,  in  relation  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  defendant  and  of  the  practicability  of  a  personal 
service  on  him  in  this  State,) 

III.  That  the  said  defendant  has  property  in  this  State,  as  this 
deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  to  wit :  {describe  the  property 
and  the  deponenP  s  means  of  knowledge  as  to  the  ovmership  (f 
the  same. ) 

{Jurai.)  {Signature.) 

Affidamt  where  Defendant  is  dhsefni  and  a  proper  party  to  an 

action  relating  to  Spedfio  Property. 

(Title  of  cause.) 

{ Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  above  named,  being  duly  sworn  says : 

I.  That  this  action  is  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  made  on 
the  dajr  of  ,  by  the  above-named  defendant  Y.  Z.,  to 
this  plaintiff  to  secure  his  bond  of  even  date,  conditioned  for  the 
payment  of  dollars,  on  certain  real  property  in  this  State, 
consisting  of             ,  situated  in  the  ,  county  of 

II.  That  the  defendant  8.  T.  has,  or  claims  to  have,  some  lien 
or  interest  in  said  ,  which  accrued  subsequent  to  said 
mortgage ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  relief  which  this  plaintiff 
demands  in  this  action  is  to  exclude  said  defendant  from  any  lien 
or  interest  in  said  property,  and  that  the  said  defendant  S.  T.  is 
therefore,  as  he  is  advised,  a  proper  party  to  this  action. 

III.  That  the  said  S.  T.  cannot,  after  due  diligence,  be  found 
within  this  State,  {^ate  a^  inpremous  form  facts  supporting 
the  allegation.)   ' 

{Jural.)  {SignMure.) 

AffidaTdt  where  the  action  is  for  divorce. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

{Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  above  named,  beinc  duly  sworn  says : 

I.  That  this  action  is  brought  for  divorce  in  one  of  the  cases 

Erescribed  by  law,  and  that  a  cause  of  action  therefor  exists  in 
er  favor  against  the  defendant  above  named,  the  grounds  of 
which  are  as  follows :  {here  state  the  facts  constttvtinp  the 
cause  of  action^  showing  that  the  cause  of  action  is  vrithin  the 
statute  relating  to  divorces,  or  state  as  follows:)  the  grounds 
of  which  appear  'by  the  sworn  complaint  in  this  action  hereto 
annexed,  the  statements  contained  in  which  are  true. 

n.  That  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  within  this  State, 
although  diligent  effort  to  find  him  and  serve  upon  him  the  sum- 
mons herein  £as  been  made  {state  fa/As  fully  in  support  of  this 
allegation). 

in.    That  {state  defendants  residence  if  Tcnxmn^  and^  if 
unknown^  state  that  fact). 
{Jurat.)  {Signature). 
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The  order  of  publication. 

Section  3.  The  order.  The  order  for  the  publication  of  a 
summons  may  be  made  by  the  court  on  an  ex  parte  motion,. or  it 
may  be  made  at  chambers  by  a  judge  of  the  court,  or  by  a  judge 
of  the  county  in  which  the  action  is  triable.  See  Code,  §  135. 
When  the  order  is  allowed  by  a  judge  at  chambers,  the  caption 
should  be  omitted,  and  the  order  either  indorsed  on  the  affi- 
davit or  drawn  up  separately  under  the  title  of  the  cause,  and 
signed  by  the  judge  at  the  foot.  It  is  to  be  presumed  from  the 
fitct  of  making  the  order  of  publication,  that  the  affidavits  therein 
recited  afforded  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  judge  of  the  facts 
requisite  to  warrant  its  allowance,  and  an  omission  so  to  state  in 
the  order  does  not  affect  its  validity.  Barnard  v.  Heyd/ricJc^  49 
Barb.  62 ;  S.  C,  2  Abb.  N.  S.  47 ;  32  How.  97.  But,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  making  the  order  show  prima  fade  that  the  affidavit 
famished  satisfactory  evidence  of  these  facts,  it  is  better  to  in- 
sert in  the  order  such  statement.  See  FisTce  v.  Anderson^  33 
Barb.  71 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  8.  The  order  must  direct  that  publi- 
cation of  the  summons  shall  be  made  in  two  newspapers  desig- 
nated in  the  order  as  most  likely  to  give  notice  to  the  persons  to 
be  served,  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  may  be  deemed  reason- 
able, but  not  less  than  once  a  week  for  six  weeks.  Code,  §  135. 
It  should  also  direct  that  a  copy  of  the  summons  and  complaint 
be  forthwith  deposited  in  the  post-office,  and  directed  to  the  de- 
fendant at  his  place  of  residence,  naming  it  if  known.  If  the 
order  does  not  contain  this  direction  it  will  be  fatally  defective. 
The  word  ^^forfhwith^^  is  also  essential  to  the  regularity  and 
sufficiency  of  the  order.  HyaU  v.  Wagenright^  18  How.  248 ; 
Warren  v.  Tiffany,  9  Abb.  66 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  106  ;  Towsley  v. 
McDonald,  32  Barb.  604 ;  Mosier  v.  WafvZ,  56  id.  80. 

The  order  should  in  some  manner  identify  the  summons,  as 
by  either  reciting  its  contents  or  referring  to  it  as  annexed. 
Bawdon  v.  Corbin,  3  How.  416 ;  2  Code  R.  3. 

The  order  is  usually  drawn  up  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  who 
also  inserts  the  names  of  the  papers  in  which  the  summons  is  to 
be  published,  and,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  court,  fixes 
the  time  of  publication.  This  time  is  usually  limited  to  six 
weeks,  as  the  statute  does  not  expressly  require  a  longer  publi- 
cation. 

In  actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages  on  real  property, 
where  it  appears  that  unknown  parties  have  an  interest  in  or 
lien  upon  the  mortgaged  premises,  the  Code  requires  that  the 
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order  shall  direct  the  pablication  of  the  summons  to  such  un- 
known defendants  to  be  made  in  the  State  paper,  as  well  as  in  a 
paper  published  where  the  mortgaged  premises  are  situated. 
Code,  §  135. 

Order  for  the  Publication  of  a  Summons^  wTiere  the  Dtfend- 

ant  is  a  Foreign  Corporation. 

(  TUle  qf  cause.)  {Caption. ) 

It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  by  the  annexed 
affidavit  (and  complaint)  that  the  defendants  are  a  foreign  cor- 
poration, and  that  a  cause  of  action  exists  against  them  in  favor 
of  the  above-named  plaintiff ;  that  the  defendants  have  property 
within  this  State  (or  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  this 
State),  and  that  no  officer  (or  agent)  of  the  defendant  can  with 
due  diligence  be  found  witmn  the  State,  on  whom  service  of  pro- 
cess can  be  made  according  to  law ;  and  that  the  president  (or 
other  officer^  of  said  corporation  is  ,  and  resides  at  , 

on  motion  oi  Q-.  H.,  counsel  for  the  above-named  plaintiff. 

Ordered  :  That  the  summons  herein,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
unto annexed,  be  served  by  publication  of  tne  same  in  two  news- 
papers as  follows :  in  the  ,  published  in  ,  and  in  the 
,  published  in  ,  once  in  each  week  for  (six  weeks) ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  summons  and  complaint  be  forthwith 
deposited,  in  the  post-office,  directed  to  the  (president)  of  the 
defendants  at  his  said  place  of  residence,  and  the  postage  paid 
thereon. 

Order  where  Defendant  Tias  Departed  or  Conceals  Himself. 

(  Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  bj  the  annexed 
affidavit  (and  complaint)  that  a  cause  of  action  exists  against  ther 
defendant  ,  m  favor  of  the  above-named  plaintiff; 

but  that  the  said  defendant  cannot,  after  due  diligence,  oe  found 
within  this  State,  he  havine  departed  therefrom  {or  he  keeping 
himself  concealed  within  this  State),  with  intent  to  defraua  his 
creditors  {or  with  intent  to  avoid  the  service  of  summons,  or 
hoth\  and  that  the  defendant's  residence  is  at  {orv^ 

unknown,  and  cannot  with  due  diligence  be  ascertained) ;  on 
n^otion  of  A.  Z.,  plaintiff's  counsel, 

Ordered  :  That  the  summons  herein,  a  copy  whereof  is  here- 
to annexed,  be  served  by  publication  of  the  same  in  two  news- 
X>apers,  as  follows :    In  tne  ,  published  in  , 

and  in  the  ,  published  in  ,  once   in   each 

week  for  (six  weeks)  {omcL  where  dtfendanPs  residence  is  Jcnown 
add)y  and  that  a  copy  of  the  summons  and  complaint  be  fortii- 
with  deposited  in  the  post-office,  directed  to  said  defendant  at 
his  said  place  of  residence,  and  the  postage  paid. 
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Order  wJiefe  the  Action  is  for  Divorce. 

{Ttfle  of  cattle.)  {Caption.) 

It  appearing  to  the  satis^tion  of  the  court  by  the  annexed 
affidavit  (and  complaint)  that  this  action  is  brought  for  a  divorce 
in  one  of  the  cases  prescribed  by  law,  and  that  the  defendant 
cannot  be  found  withm  this  State  after  due  diligence,  and  that 
he  resides  at  ,  in  the  State  of  {or  that  Ids 

residence  is  not  known,  and  cannot,  with  reasonable  culigence,  be 
ascertained  by  the  plaintiff) ;  on  motion  of  A.  Z.,  plaintm 's 
counsel, 

Obdbbed:  {as  in  preceding  form.) 

Section  4.  Requisites  of  the  summons.  The  summons  to  be 
published  should  be  in  the  same  form  as  a  summons  to  be  per- 
sonally served,  and  should  contain  all  the  essentials  of  a  valid 
summons  as  prescribed  by  sections  128,  129  of  the  Code.  The 
summons  as  published  should  be  a  literal  copy  of  the  original 
on  file,  yet  a  literal  and  exact  copy  in  every  respect  is  not  requi- 
site, if  it  is  substantially  correct  in  all  its  material  particulars. 
Van  Wyck  v.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392,  It  is  not  necessary  that  it 
should  mention  the  name  of  the  State  in  designating  where  it 
has  been  or  will  be  filed,  Oook  v.  Kelsey^  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith) 
412.  So  an  omission  to  state  in  what  city  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  resides  is  not  a  fatal  defect,  if  from  the  other  parts  of 
the  summons  the  residence  of  the  attorney  could  be  reasonably 
inferred.  The  only  requisite  in  respect  to  these  technical 
requirements  is,  that  no  omission  has  been  made  by  which  the 
defendant  could  be  misled.  Van  WycJc  v.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392 ; 
Jacquerson  v.  Van  Erhen^  2  Abb.  316. 

Instead  of  inserting  in  the  body  of  the  copy  of  the  summons 
published,  the  notice  of  the  place  where  the  origiual  has  been 
filed,  it  is  customary  to  give  this  information  in  a  notice  appen- 
ded to  the  copy  as  published.  This  practice  is  regular  and  is 
approved  by  high  authority.  Cook  v.  Kelsey^  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith) 
412.    This  notice  may  be  in  the  following  form : 

Notice  appended  to  summons.  • 

To  tJie  drfendanty  T.  Z. 

Take  notice^  That  the  summons  in  this  action,  of  which  the 
foregoing  is  a  copy,  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  at  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  in  the 

State  of  New  York,  on  the  ^      day  of 

{Date.)  {Signature  and  address  of  attorney.) 
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Section  5.  Publication  of  the  summons.  The  summons  must 
be  published  for  the  time  specified  in  the  order,  and  in  the  desig- 
nated papers.  Publication  in  a  paper  other  than  the  one  desig- 
nated in  the  order,  although  published  in  the  same  place,  is  fatal 
to  the  validity  of  the  proceedings.  Brisbane  v.  Peahody^  3  How. 
109.  The  complaint  need  not  be  published.  AnonyTnous^  3  id. 
293 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  102. 

In  the  absence  of  any  public  newspaper  actually  published 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  a  summons  published  in  the  county 
of  Fulton  will  be  valid,  although  the  Code  requires  that  in 
actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages,  the  summons  must  be  pub- 
lished in  a  newspaper  of  the  county  where  the  mortgaged  prem- 
ises are  situated.  See  Laws  of  1866,  ch.  95 ;  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  662 ; 
Wait' s  Code,  175,  r.  The  computation  of  the  time  for  the  publica- 
tion is  to  be  made  by  excluding  the  first  day  of  publication,  and 
including  that  which  completes  the  full  period  required.  The 
shortest  period  allowable  under  the  statute  is  six  weeks,  or  forty- 
two  days.  Brod  v.  Heymann^  3  Abb.  N.  S.  396.  See  People 
V.  Gray,  10  Abb.  468 ;  S.  C,  19  How.  238  ;  OIcoUy.  Robinson,  21 
N.  Y.  (7  Smith)  150. 

Section  6.  Depositing  summons  In  the  post-offlce.  When  the 
order  for  publication  directs  that  a  copy  of  the  summons  and 
complaint  be  forthwith  deposited  in  the  post-office,  directed  to 
the  person  to  be  served,  at  his  place  of  residence,  the  order  must 
be  Uterally  complied  with.  Hallett  v.  Righters.  13  How.  43 ; 
BacTc  V.  Orussell,  2  Abb.  386 ;  Mosier  v.  Wqful,  56  Barb.  80. 
No  definition  of  the  term  ^^forthwiW^  has  ever  been  given  by  the 
Code.  When  used  in  a  rule  of  the  court  it  has  been  construed  to 
mean  within  twenty-four  hours,  but  when  used  in  connection 
with  the  deposit  of  a  summons  and  complaint  in  a  post-office,  it 
must  be  construed  to  mean  within  a  reasonable  time,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  being  considered.  The  reasonableness  of 
the  time  will  depend  chiefly  upon  the  number  of  defendants  to 
be  served.  Van  WycJc  v.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392.  The  postage  on 
the  summ^ons  and  complaint  should  be  prepaid.     Code,  §  411 . 

Section  7.  Personal  service  out  of  the  State.  Personal  service 
of  a  copy  of  the  summons  and  complaint  on  a  defendant  without 
the  State  is  equivalent  to  publication  and  deposit  in  the  post- 
office.  Code,  §  135.  Therefore,  where,  under  an  order  for  the 
publication  of  a  summons,  personal  service  is  made  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State,  the  mailing  of  the  summons  and  complaint 


SERVICE  OF  THE  SUMMONS.  527 

Service  out  of  State — When  defendant  maj  come  in  and  defend. 

becomes  unnecessary.  Such  service  does  not,  however,  become 
eflTective  until  the  time  prescribed  by  the  order  for  publication 
has  expired,  postj  530,  631 ;  Abrahams  v.  Mitchell,  8  Abb.  123 ; 
Tomlinson  v.  Van  Vechten,  6  How.  199 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S. 
317;  Richardson  v.  Bates ^  23  How.  616;  Peck  v.  Cook,  41 
Barb.  549,  653. 

In  one  special  term  case  it  was  held  that  a  personal  service 
of  the  summons  and  complaint  out  of  the  State,  in  a  case  in 
which  publication  had  been  ordered,  was  sufficient  to  complete 
the  service,  and  that  the  defendant  must  answer  within  twenty 
days  after  such  personal  service.  Dykers  v.  Woodward,  7  How. 
313.  Service  of  the  summons  alone  will  be  insufficient.  Marrell 
V.  Kimballj  4  Abb.  352.  And,  in  any  case,  personal  service  out 
of  the  State  can  have  no  greater  effect  than  its  statutory  equiva- 
lent, publication  and  deposit  in  the  post-office.  So  that,  if  the 
affidavit  upon  which  the  order  for  publication  was  based  is  de- 
fective in  any  particular  affecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
making  the  order,  the  personal  service  of  the  summons  and  com- 
plaint upon  the  defendant  in  another  State  will  be  a  nullity. 
Feck  V.  Cook,  41  Barb.  549  ;  Fiske  v.  Anderson,  33  id.  71 ;  S.  C, 
12  Abb.  8. 

Section  8.  When  defendant  may  come  In  and  defend.  The 
defendant  against  whom  publication  is  ordered,  or  his  represen- 
tatives, on  application  and  sufficient  cause  shown,  at  any  time 
before  judgment,  must  be  allowed  to  defend  the  action ;  and, 
except  in  an  action  for  divorce,  the  defendant  against  whom  pub- 
lication is  ordered,  or  his  representatives,  may  in  like  manner, 
upon  good  cause  shown,  be  allowed  to  defend  after  judgment, 
or  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  notice  thereof,  and  within 
se\^en  years  after  its  rendition,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  just ; 
and  if  the  defense  be  successful,  and  the  judgment  or  any  part 
thereof  have  been  collected  or  otherwise  enforced,  such  restitu- 
tion may  thereupon  be  compelled  as  the  court  directs,  but  the 
title  to  property  sold  under  such  judgment  to  a  purchaser  in 
good  faith  shall  not  be  thereby  affected.  Code,  §  135.  But  in 
cases  in  which  a  formal  notice  of  judgment  has  been  given,  the 
time  in  which  a  defense  must  be  interj)osed  is  limited  to  one 
year  after  such  notice ;  or,  if  no  notice  has  been  given,  to  seven 
years  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment.  The  defendant  can- 
not claim  a  right  to  defend,  as  of  course,  after  judgment.  The 
allowance  of  an  application  of  this  nature,  and  the  terms  on 
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which  it  may  be  granted,  axe  wholly  within  the  discretion  of 
the  court.    See  HocAe  v.  Ward,  7  How,  418. 

Mere  technical  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  will  not  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  ground  for  allowing  a  defense  to  be  inter- 
posed after  judgment.  Van  Wyck  v.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392 ;  Jao- 
qtcerson  v.  Van  Erhen^  2  Abb.  315.  These  irregularities  will  be 
amended,  or  wholly  disregarded.  But  a  jurisdictional  defect 
will  at  all  times  be  a  ground  for  opening  a  judgment,  and  no  de- 
lay on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  assert  his  rights  can  confer 
jurisdiction  and  render  valid  that  which  is  absolutely  void. 
HaUeU  v.  RigJvters,  13  How.  43 ;  TMibS  v.  RelyeOy  16  id.  371 ; 
S.  C,  8  Abb.  177 ;  FuTce  v.  Anderson^  33  Barb.  71.  But  delay 
will  bar  a  motion  to  open  a  judgment,  or  to  interpose  a  defense 
on  the  ground  of  irregularity.  AbraTiamB  v.  Mitchell^  8  Abb. 
123.  The  party  seeking  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  defend 
should  apply  on  the  ground  that  his  own  rights  have  been  in- 
vaded, and  not  on  the  ground  of  injustice  done  to  a  co-defendant. 
Chapman  v.  Lemon^  11  How.  235. 

The  fact  that  such  an  application  is  granted  will  not  per  se 
open  the  judgment  or  stay  proceedings  upon  execution.  To 
have  this  effect  an  additional  clause  must  be  inserted  in  the 
order.    Carswell  v.  NeoilU^  12  How.  445. 

Section  9.  Filing  complaint^  affidavit  and  order.  The 
Code  directs  that  in  all  cases,  where  publication  is  made,  the 
complaint  must  be  first  filed  and  the  summons  as  published 
must  state  the  time  and  place  of  such  filing.  Code,  §  136.  A 
neglect  to  comply  with  this  first  requirement  will  be  fatal  to  a 
subsequent  judgment.  Kendall  v.  Washburn^  14  How.  380 ; 
Sallett  V.  BigJUers^  13  id.  43 ;  Titus  v.  Melyea^  8  Abb.  177 ;  S. 
C,  16  How.  371 ;  and  see  Talcott  v.  Hoseriberg^  8  Abb.  N.  S.  287, 
293 ;  S.  C,  3  Daly,  263.  The  summons  need  not  be  filed  until 
aonexed  to  the  judgment  roll.  Van  Wyck  v.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392. 
The  Code  is  silent  as  to  the  necessity  of  filing  the  affidavit  on  which 
an  order  of  publication  has  been  granted,  or  the  necessity  of  filing 
the  order  itself.  The  rules  of  the  court,  however,  require  that  the 
affidavit  should  be  filed  forthwith,  together  with  the  order  obtained 
upon  it,  and  they  farther  provide  that,  on  the  neglect  of  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  to  comply  with  this  requirement,  the  defend- 
ant shall  be  at  liberty  to  move  the  court  to  vacate  the  proceed- 
ings for  irregularity,  with  costs.  Rule  5,  Supreme  Court  See, 
alsoy  rule  7,  id.    The  word  ^ '  forthwith' '  as  used  in  this  connection 
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must  be  construed  to  mean  within  twenty-four  hours.  Yan 
Wyck  V.  Hardy ^  39  How.  392.  This  rule  is,  however,  seldom 
strictly  enforced.  See  Yernam  v.  Holbrooke  5  id.  3 ;  Brash  v. 
Wielarsky,  36  id.  253 ;  Woodward  v.  Stearns,  10  Abb.  N.  S. 
395  ;  LeffingweU  v.  Chave^  19  How.  54 ;  S.  C,  6  Bosw.  703 ;  10 
Abb.  472. 

Section  10.  Unknown  parties.  By  the  amendment  of  the  Code 
in  1860,  the  provisions  of  section  135  were  extended  to  a  new 
class  of  cases.  It  was  provided  by  that  amendment  that  in 
actions  for  the  forclosure  of  mortgages  on  real  estate,  already 
instituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  instituted,  if  any  party  or  parties 
having  any  interest  in,  or  lien  upon,  such  mortgaged  premises, 
are  unknown  to  the  plaintiflf,  and  the  residence  of  such  party  or 
parties  cannot,  with  reasonable  diligence,  be  ascertained  by  him, 
and  such  fact  shall  be  made  to  appear  by  affidavit  to  the  court, 
or  a  justice  thereof,  or  to  the  county  judge  of  the  county  where 
the  trial  is.  to  be  had,  such  court,  justice  or  county  judge  may 
grant  an  order  that  the  summons  be  served  on  such  unknown 
parties  by  publishing  the  iaame  for  six  weeks,  once  in  each  week 
successively,  in  the  State  paper  and  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the 
county  where  the  mortgaged  premises  are  situated ;  and  that 
such  publication  shall  be  equivalent  to  a  personal  service. 

The  maUing  of  a  summons  and  complaint  is,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  an  impossibility. 

Affidavit  in  case  of  unknoton  otoners. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

(Yenue.) 

A.  B.,  the  plaintiff  in  the  above  entitled  action,  being  daly 
swom.  says : 

I.  That  this  action  is  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  made  on 
the  day  of  ,  by  the  above-named  defendant, 
W.  J.,  to  this  plaintiflF,  to  secure  his  bond  of  even  date,  condi- 
tioned for  the  payment  of  dollars,  on  certain  real 
property  in  this  State,  consisting  of  ,  situated  in  , 
county  of 

II.  That  certain  persons,  whose  names  and  residence*  are 
unknown  to  this  plaintiff,  have  an  interest  in  (or  lien  upon)  the 
above-mentioned  premises,  arising  {state  the  source  cma  nature 
of  such  interest  or  lien.) 

m.  That  deponent  has  made  diligent  inquiries  to  ascertain 
the  names  and  residences  of  such  persons,  having  such  interest 
in  (or  lien  upon)  the  aforesaid  premises  {state  what  inquiries 
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lime  been  made\  but  that  such  names  and  residences  cannot^ 
upon  such  diligent  inquiry,  be  ascertained. 

{Jurat.)  (Signature.) 

Order  in  case  of  unJcnown  owners. 

( Title  of  cause. )  ( Caption. ) 

It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  by  the  annexed 
affidavit  (and  complaint),  that  this  action  is  brought  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage  upon  certain  real  property  in  this  State,  situated  in 

,  and  that  there  are  certain  persons  who  have  an 
interest  in  (or  lien  upon)  such  premises,  whose  names  and  resi- 
dences are  unknown,  and  cannot,  with  reasonable  dilijj^nce,  be 
ascertained.    On  motion  of  Q.  R.,  plaintiff's  counsel : 

Obdered  :  That  the  summons  herein,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  be  served  on  such  unknown  owners  by  publication  for 
six  weeks,  once  in  each  week  successively,  in  the  State  paper,  to 
wit :  the  published  at  Albany,  and  also  in  the  , 

a  newspaper  published  in  the  county  of  .      (where  the 

mortgaged  premises  are  situated). 

Section  11.  •Statute  to  be  pursued  strictly.  In  every  step  of 
the  proceedings  from  the  preparation  of  the  affidavit  for  the  ap- 
plication for  the  order  directing  the  publication  of  the  summons, 
to  the  completion  of  the  service,  every  requirement  of  the  statute 
should  be  carefully  observed  and  strictly  complied  with.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  cases  of  substituted  service  is  strictly 
statutory,  and  can  only  be  acquired  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  statute.  The  omission  of  any  act  essential  to  jurisdiction 
will  be  fatal  to  a  subsequent  judgment.  CooJc  v.  Farren^  34 
Barb.  95 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  286 ;  12  Abb.  359 ;  PecTc  v.  Cook,  41  Barb. 
649 ;  Hallett  v.  RighterSy  13  How.  43 ;  Wortman  v.  Wortman,  17 
Abb.  66 ;  Morrell  v.  Kimhall,  4  id.  352 ;  Evertson  v.  Thomas,  5 
How.  46 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  74 ;  Talcott  v.  Hosmberg,  8  Abb.  N. 
S.  287. 

Section  12.  Amending  proceedings.  After  the  service  of  the 
summons  is  complete,  the  court  may  amend  whatever  is  irregular, 
but  cannot  amend  any  of  the  proceedings  tending  to  confer  juris- 
dicUon.  Hallett  v.  JRigTiters,  13  How.  43 ;  Movlton  v.  de  ma 
Carty,  6  Rob.  470 ;  TalcoU  v.  RosefnJberg,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  287. 
Thus,  where  the  summons  misstates  the  day  of  filing  the  com- 
plaint, the  error  may  be  amended  or  disregarded.  Jacquerson  v. 
Van  Erben,  2  Abb.  315.  So,  where  the  summons,  as  published, 
is  not,  in  some  immaterial  point,  an  exact  copy  of  the  original,  the 
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irregularity  may  be  amended  or  disregarded.  Van  Wyck  v. 
Hardy ^  39  How.  392.  The  same  rule  applies  to  every  defect  not 
depriving  the  court  of  jurisdiction. 

Section  13.  Judgment.  No  judgment  can  be  entered  in  actions 
for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  when  the  summons  has  been 
served  by  publication,  unless  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  making 
the  application  for  judgment,  shall  show  by  affidavit  that  an  at- 
tachment has  been  issued  in  the  action,  and  levied  upon  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  defendant.  This  affidavit  must  contain  a 
specific  description  of  the  property,  and  a  statement  of  its  value, 
and  must  be  attached  to  and  filed  with  the  affidavits  of  publica- 
tion. Neither  can  any  judgment  be  entered  in  such  action  un- 
less the  plaintiff,  at  the  same  time,  produces  and  files  with  the 
clerk  an  undertaking  for  not  less  than  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
ment, with  two  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  that  the 
plaintiff  will  abide  the  order  of  the  court  touching  the  restitu- 
tion of  any  estate  or  effects  which  may  be  directed  by  such  judg- 
ment to  be  transferred  or  delivered,  or  the  restitution  of  any 
money  that  may  be  collected  under  or  by  virtue  of  such  judg- 
ment, in  case  the  defendant  or  his  representatives  shall  apply 
and  be  admitted  to  defend  the  action,  and  shall  succeed  in  such 
defense.  Rule  34,  Supreme  Court.  The.  authority  of  the  clerk 
to  enter  judgment  exists  only  when  the  summons  has  been  per- 
sonally served.  JSallett  v.  Bighters,  13  How.  43.  The  applica- 
tion, in  other  cases,  must  be  made  to  the  court  upon  the  proof 
required  by  section  246  of  the  Code.  Id.  This  subject  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  length  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  work.  See  Judg- 
ment on  Failure  to  Answer. 

A  judgment  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  com- 
menced by  the  service  of  a  summons  by  publication,  can  in  no 
event  affect  any  property  of  the  defendant,  except  such  as  has 
been  taken  by  virtue  of  an  attachment  regularly  issued  in  the 
action.  Warren  v.  Tiffany,  17  How.  106  ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  66.  It 
is  a  judgment  in  rem,  and  not  in  personam,  and  has  no  validity 
whatever  out  of  the  State  where  it  is  rendered.  Force  v.  Oower, 
23  How.  294 ;  FisJce  v.  Anderson,  33  Barb.  71 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  8 ; 
Kane  v.  CooTc,  8  Cal.  449. 
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ARTICLE    IV. 

SUBSTITUTED  SEBVICB. 

Section  1.  In  what  cases  authorized.  The  laws  of  1853  pro- 
vide for  a  statutory  equivalent  for  the  personal  service  of  a  sum- 
mons on  a  defendant  residing  in  this  State,  whenever  it  shall 
satisfactorily  appear  to  any  court,  or  any  judge  of  the  suprwne 
court,  or  any  county  judge,  by  the  return  or  aiBdavit  of  any 
sheriflT,  deputy-sheriff,  or  constable  authorized  to  serve  or  exe- 
cute any  process  or  paper  for  the  commencement  or  in  the  prose- 
cution of  any  action  or  proceeding,  that  proper  and  diligent 
effort  has  been  made  to  serve  any  such  process  or  paper  on  the 
defendant  in  such  action,  and  that  he  cannot  be  found,  or,  if  found, 
avoids  or  evades  such  service,  so  that  the  same  cannot  be  made 
personally  by  proper  diligence  and  effort.   Laws  of  1853,  ch.  511. 

By  an  amendment  of  this  act  in  1863,  it  was  provided  that 
none  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  'applicable  to 
or  in  anywise  relate  to  officers,  soldiers  or  musicians  while  actu- 
ally absent  from  their  town  or  place  of  residence,  and  actually 
engaged  in  the  army  or  military  service  of  the  United  States,  nor 
to  any  sailor  or  marine  actually  absent  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence and  actually  engaged  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  except  in  partition  cases  or  actions,  or  proceedings  where 
no  personal  claim  is  made  against  such  party  so  employed. 
Laws  of  1863,  ch.  212. 

The  act  of  1853  was  evidently  intended  to  supply  a  defect  in 
the  statutes,  acknowledged  in  the  case  of  Yan  Rensselaer  v. 
Dunhar^  4  How.  151.  See  JFoot  v.  Harris,  2  Abb.  454.  It 
applies  only  to  cases  where  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  either 
in  or  out  of  the  State,  or,  where  being  found,  he  avoids  or  evades 
service.  Foot  v.  Harris,  2  id.  454.  It  does  not  apply  where  the 
defendant  is  temporarily  absent  from  the  State,  without  intent 
to  evade  personal  service,  and  where  his  address  is  known. 
Collins  V.  Campfield,  9  How.  519  ;  Jones  v.  Derby,  1  Abb.  468. 
See  Baker  Y.  Stephens,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  1. 

Section  2.  Affidavit  or  return.    The  essential  facts  to  establish 
by  affidavit  are :    (1)  That  the  defendant  is  a  resident  of  this . 
State.    Collins  v.  Ryan,  32  Barb.  647.     (2)  That  proper  and 
diligent  effort  has  been  made  to  serve  a  summons  on  him  without 
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avail.  Baker  v.  Stephens,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  1,  27.  (3)  That  he 
cannot  be  found  either  in  or  out  of  this  State,  or,  if  found,  that 
he  evades  or  avoids  personal  service.  Foot  v.  HarriSy  2  Abb. 
454.  (4)  That  he  is  not  an  officer,  soldier,  or  musician  in  the 
army,  or  a  sailor  or  marine  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  or 
if  defendant  is  so  employed,  that  the  action  is  for  the  partition  of 
real  estate,  or  that  no  personal  claim  is  made  against  him.  Laws 
of  1863,  ch.  212. 

Affidavit  of  InaMlity  to  TnaJce  Personal  Service. 

{TiUe  of  cause.) 
{Venue.) 

A.  B. ,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  (a  deputy)  sheriff  of  county  aforesaid. 

II.  That  a  summons,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed, 
was  delivered  to  him  for  service  upon  the  defendant,  Y.  Z. 

IIL  That  the  said  Y.  Z.  resides  in  this  State,  to  wit,  at 
{state  faxits  slicking  that  he  has  a  residence  as  alleged). 

IV.  That  the  deponent  has  made  diligent  and  proper  efforts  to 
serve  the  said  summons  upon  the  said  x .  Z.  {stme  whoi  efforts 
have  been  made),  but  that  the  said  Y.  Z.  cannot  be  found  in  or 
out  of  the  State,  nor  can  the  deponent  ascertain  when  he  will  be 
at  home,  although  he  has  made  diligent  inquiry  of  , 

l^ut  that  the  said  Y.  Z.  evades  or  avoids  sucn  service  by  {state 
coricisely  how  such  service  is  avoided),  so  that  the  said  summons 
cannot  be  served  properly  by  proper  and  diligent  effort. 

{Jurat.)  {Signaiure.) 

Affidavit  that  the  Defendant  is  not  a  Soldier. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

{Venue.) 

C.  D.,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

That  he  is  acquamted  with  i .  Z.,  the  defendant  in  this  action 
referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit,  and  that  the  said  defendant 
is  not  an  officer,  soldier  or  musician,  actually  absent  from  his 
place  of  residence,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  army  or  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  nor  a  sauor  or  marine  actually  ab- 
sent from  his  place  of  residence,  and  actually  engaged  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  but  that  he  is  {state  de- 
fendants occupation,  if  he  has  any). 

Affidavit  of  the  Nature  of  the  Action,  or  of  no  Personal  Claim 

when  Dtfendant  is  a  Soldier,  etc. 

{Title  and  Vemie.) 

E.  F.,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  the  attorney  o:^  the  plaintiff  in  this  action. 
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II.  That  this  action  is  brought  for  the  partition  of  real  prop- 
erty, to  wit :  {describe  proper^)  as  appears  by  tJie  complaint  on 
file,  or 

III.  That  this  action  is  brought  {state  object  of  the  actioTi)^ 
and  that  no  personal  claim  is  m^e  against  the  defendant,  Y.  Z. 

{Jurat. )  {Signature. ) 

Section  3.  The  order.  On  the  receipt  of  such  affidavit  or 
return,  the  court  may,  by  order,  direct  service  to  be  made  by 
leaving  a  copy  of  the  summons  at  the  residence  of  the  person  to 
be  served,  with  some  person  of  proper  age,  if  admittance  can  be 
obtained,  and  such  proper  person  found,  who  will  receive  the 
same,  and  if  such  admittance  cannot  be  obtained  or  any  such 
proper,j)erson  found  who  will  receive  it,  then  by  affixing  the  copy 
of  the  summons  to  the  outer  or  other  door  of  said  residence,  and 
by  putting  another  copy  properly  folded  or  enveloped  and  pre- 
paid in  the  post-office,  directed  to  the  person  to  be  served,  at  his 
place  of  residence.    Laws  of  1853,  ch.  611. 

Order  for  Substituted  Service. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

It  satisfactorily  appearing  by  the  affidavit  of  ,  (a  deputy) 

sheriff  of  the  county  of  ,  that  the  summons  in  this  action, 

a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  has  been  delivered  to  the 
said  to  be  served,  and  that  the  defendant  named 

therein,  is  a  resident  of  ,  in  said  county ;  that  said 

has  made  proper  and  diligent  effort  to  serve  the  same  personally 
upon  him,  and  tiiat  such  defendant  cannot  be  fotind  either 
within  or  without  this  State  {or^  that  such  defendant  avoids  or 
evades  such  service)  so  that  the  same  cannot  be  served  ;  and  it 
further  being  shown  to  my  satisfaction  {or  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court),  by  the  affidavit  of  ,  annexed,  that  is  not 

an  officer,  soldier  or  musician,  actually  absent  from  his  place  of 
residence,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  army  or  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  nor  a  sailor  or  marine  actually  alJsent  from  his 
place  of  residence,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  ;  or^  and  it  further  being  shown  to  my  satis- 
faction (or,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court),  that  the  action  is  one 
for  the  partition  of  real  estate  (or,  that  no  personal  claim  is  made 
against  said  ) ;  on  motion  of  ,  counsel  for  the  plain- 

tiff. 

Ordered  :  That  the  service  of  the  said  summons  be  made  by 
leaving  a  copy  thereof  at  the  residence  of  said  defendant  (in  the 
town  of  )  with  some  person  of  proper  age,  if  admittance  can 

be  obtained,  and  such  proper  person  found  who  will  receive  the 
same,  and  if  admittance  cannot  be  obtained,  nor  any    such 
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proper  jjerson  found  who  will  receive  the  same,  then  that  the 
said  service  be  made  by  affixing  the  same  to  the  outer  or  other 
door  of  said  residence,  and  by  putting  another  copy  thereof, 
properly  folded  or  enveloped,  ana  directed  to  the  person  to  be 
served,  at  his  said  place  oi  residence,  into  the  post-office  in  the 
said  (town)  where  he  resides,  and  paying  the  postage  thereon. 

Seetion  4.  The  service  under  the  order.  The  service  of  the 
.  summons  must  be  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  order. 

Section  6.  Proceedings  after  sbrvice.  Upon  the  service  of  the 
summons  under  the  order,  the  plaintiff's  attorney  should  file  an 
affidavit  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  where  the  defendant  resides, 
or  of  the  county  where  the  complaint  must  be  filed,  showing  that 
the  service  was  made  according  to  the  order.  On  such  filing,  the 
service  is  deemed  complete,  and  the  same  proceedings  may  be 
taken  under  such  service  as  if  the  summons  had  been  served  per- 
sonally or  in  any  other  manner  authorized  by  law.  But  the 
court  may,  upon  any  application  by  them  deemed  reasonable  at 
any  time,  permit  the  defendant  to  appear  and  defend,  or  have 
any  other  relief  in  any  action  or  proceeding  founded  on  such 
service  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require.  Laws  of  1863, 
ch-  511.  If  the  defendant  seeks  to  have  the  proceedings  under 
the  service  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  order  for  substituted 
service  was  improperly  issued,  and  the  proceedings  thereunder 
void,  the  objection  must  be  taken  by  motion  or  by  an  appeal. 
The  proceedings  cannot  be  attacked  collaterally.  Baker  v. 
StepJieM,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  1 ;  Collins  v.  Ryan,  32  Barb.  647. 


ARTICLE  V. 

SERVICE  I2Sr   OTHEB  OASES   IN  WHICH  DEFENDANT  CANNOT   BE    FOUND. 

The  act  of  1840,  as  amended  in  J842,  furnishes  a  remedy  not 
contained  in  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  relating  to  the  service  of 
a  summons  by  publication,  as  to  a  class  of  defendants  in  par- 
tition suits,  whose  last  known  residence  was  within  the  State, 
but  whose  residence  at  the  time  cannot,  on  due  inquiry,  be 
ascertained. 

The  practice  in  actions  under  this  act  will  be  discussed  under 
the  titie  relating  to  suits  in  partition,  and  will  be  found  to  con- 
form substantially  to  the  practice  in  actions  under  section  136  of 
the  Code,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  service  of  the  summons.    As  to 
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the  act  itself,  see  Laws  of  1842,  ch.  277 ;  .4  Edm.  St.  533 ;  and 
Close  V.  Van  Husen,  6  How.  157 ; .  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  408 ; 
Foot  V.  Harris^  2  Abb.  464. 

The  notice  to  be  published  in  the  State  and  other  papers 
under  this  act  should  be  substantially  in  the  following  form : 

Notice  to  Absent  D^endant  under  the  Act  of  1842. 

Before  the  court. 

County  of 

^  B.,  plaintiff,  1  Complaint  for 

c.  D.,  defendants.  f  {partition  of  land.) 


E.  F.,  one  of  the  defendants  in  this  cause,  whose  place  of  resi- 
dence is  unknown,  is  required  to  appear  in  this  cause,  by  the 
day  of  next,  or  the  plaintiff  will  apply  to  the 

court  for  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint. 

{Signaiure  and  address  of  the  plaintiff^ s  attorney.) 
{Date.) 

ARTICLE  VL 

I 

SERVICE  ON  JOINT  AND  SEVERAL  DEBTORS. 

Section  1.  In  what  cases.  The  Code  makes  express  provisions 
for  proceedings  in  actions  where  there  are  several  defendants, 
and  the  summons  has  been  served  on  one  or  more  of  them,  but 
not  on  all.  Code,  §  136.  These  provisions  relate  rather  to  the 
effect  of  such  service  in  specified  cases  on  the  rights  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  parties,  than  to  the  mode  of  effecting  such  ser- 
vice. They  relate  also  exclusively  to  proceedings  in  actions  on 
contract. 

In  actions  not  founded  on  contract,  a  defendant  not  served 
with  a  summons  is  not  a  party  to  aij  action.  Robinson  v.  Crosty 
14  Barb.  536. 

Section  2.  Proceedings  by  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff,  in  actions 
against  defendants  jointly  indebted  on  contract,  may  proceed 
against  the  defendant  served,  unless  the  court  otherwise  direct ; 
and,  if  he  recover  judgment,  it  may  be  entered  against  all  the 
defendants  thus  jointly  indebted,  so  far  only  as  that  it  may  be 
enforced  against  the  joint  property  of  all,  and  the  separate  prop- 
erty of  the  defendants  served,  or,  if  they  are  subject  to  arrest, 
against  the  persons  of  the  defendants  served. 

If  the  action  be  against  defendants  severally  liable,  he  may 
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proceed  against  the  defendants  seired  as  if  they  were  the  only 
defendants.  Where  all  the  defendants  have  beep  served,  judg- 
ment may  be  taken  against  any  or  either  of  them  severally,  when 
the  plaintiflf  would  be  entitled  to  judgment  against  such  de- 
fendant or  defendants  if  the  action  had  been  against  them  or  any 
of  them  alone. 

If  the  name  of  one  or  more  partners  shall,  for  any  cause,  have 
been  omitted  in  any  action  in  which  judgment  shall  have  passed 
against  the  defendants  named  in  the  summons,  and  such  omis- 
sion shall  not  have  been  pleaded  in  such  action,  the  plaintiflT,  in 
case  the  judgment  therein  shall  remain  unsatisfied,  may  by 
action  recover  of  such  partner  separately  upon  proving  his  joint 
liability,  notwithstanding  he  may  not  have  been  named  in  the 
original  action.    Code,  §  136. 

When  a  judgment  shall  be  recovered  against  (tne  or  more  of 
several  persons  jointly  indebted  on  contract,  by  proceeding  under 
section  136,  the  plaintiff  may  summon  those  who  were  not  served 
in  the  original  action,  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be 
bound  by  the  judgment  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
originally  summoned.     Code,  §  375. 

The  service  of  a  summons  on  a  part  only  of  the  joint  debtors 
can  only  be  the  means  of  reaching  the  joint  and  several  property 
of  those  served,  and  the  joint  property  of  the  defendants  not 
served.  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky  v.  Wright^  5  Rob.  604. 
Where  the  property  thus  levied  on  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  the 
judgment  in  the  original  action,  the  Code  provides  in  section 
376  a  means  of  reaching  the  separate  property  of  the  defendants 
not  originally  served.  Where  a  joint  debtor  has  not  been  served 
with  a  summons,  but  judgment  in  form  has  been  entered  against 
him  under  section  136,  he  must  not  be  considered  as  a  judgment 
debtor  within  the  meaning  of  section  376.  The  proceedings 
under  section  375  and  section  376  are  intended  to  apply  to  a 
totally  distinct  class  of  cases.  The  one  is  a  proceeding  by 
means  of  which  a  joint  debtor  may  be  made  a  judgment  debtor ; 
the  other  a  proceeding  by  which  a  judgment  debtor's  estate, 
after  his  decease,  may  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  the  judg- 
ment against  him.  Foster  v.  Wood^  30  How.  284 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb. 
N.  S.  150  ;  Kellogg  v.  Olmstead^  6  How.  487. 

The  summons,  under  section  375,  cannot  issue  against  a  joint 

debtor  not  served  with  a  summons  in  the  original  action,  where 

in  such  action  a  judgment  was  rendered  in  the  marine  court  for 
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more  than  $25,  exclusive  of  costs,  and  a  transcript  thereof  filed 
with  the  county  clerk.     Ticknor  v.  Kennedy^  4  Abb.  N.  S.  417. 

Section  3.  Bights  of  defendants  and  proceedings  by  them. 

Upon  such  summons,  any  X)arty  summoned  may  answer 
within  twenty  days,  and  may  set  up  any  defense  which  he  might 
have  made  in  the  original  action,  or  any  that  may  have  arisen 
subsequent  to  the  Judgment.    Code,  §  379. 

But  the  defendant  cannot  plead  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a 
bar  to  this  action.    Berlin  v.  Holly  48  Barb.  442. 

Although  one  of  several  joint  defendants  may  waive  any 
defense  which  might  be  made'  by  him,  he  cannot  waive  the 
rights  and  defense  of  a  co-defendant,  and,  until  judgment  .is 
entered  in  form  against  all,  each  defendant  has  a  right  to  appear 
at  every  trial  of  the  issues.    Brown  v.  Richardson^  4  Rob.  608. 

And  although,  under  the  Code,  a  plaintiff  may  recover  against 
one  defendant  out  of  several  upon  his  several  contract^  notwith- 
standing he  has  alleged  it  in  his  complaint  to  be  joint,  he  can- 
not deprive  a  defendant  served  with  process  from  the  right  of 
having  his  co-contractors  joined  with  him,  in  order  to  have 
judgment  entered  against  them  all,  to  be  enforced  against  their 
joint  property  under  section  136.  NUea  v.  BoMersJially  27  How. 
381 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  161 ;  2  Rob.  146. 

The  courts  will  not  allow  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  as  to  ser- 
vice upon  joint  debtors,  to  be  made  the  means  of  obtaining  judg- 
ment against  a  firm,  through  the  collusion  of  a  partner  wilJi  the 
plaintiff.  A  judgment  so  entered  will  be  promptly  set  aside. 
Oriswold  v.  Oriswoldy  14  How.  446 ;  Bridenbeclcer  v.  Mason^ 
16  id.  203 ;  Everson  v.  Oehrman,  10  id.  301 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  167. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

SEBVICE,  WHEH  COMPLETE. 

Section  1.  When  service  is  by  publication.  In  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  section  135  of  the  Code,  the  service  of  ^he  summons 
shall  be  deemed  complete  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  order  for  publication.    Code,  §  137. 

If  the  time  prescribed  by  the  order  is  six  weeks,  the  service  is 
not  complete  until  the  expiration  of  the  full  time,  or  forty-two 
days.  Richardson  v.  Bates j  23  How.  616 ;  •  Brod  v.  Heymannj 
3  Abb.  N.  S.  396 ;  Abrahams  v.  Mitchell,  8  Abb.  123.  The 
defendant's  time  for  answering  does  not  expire  until  the  lapse  of 
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twenty  days  thereafter.  Brod  v.  Heymann^  3  Abb.  N.  S.  396 ; 
Michardson  v.  Baies^  23  How.  516 ;  Abrahams  v.  Mitchell,  8 
Abb.  123 ;  Tbmlinson  v.  Yaru  Vechten,  1  Code  E.  N.  S.  317 ;  S. 
C,  6  How.  199. 

Section  2.  In  case  of  personal  seryice.  Personal  service,  if 
made  within  the  State,  is  complete  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
a  copy  of  the  summons  to  the  party  served.  This  rule  does 
not,  however,  apply  to  personal  service  pnt  of  the  State.  By 
the  language  of  section  135  of  the  Code,  personal  service  out  of 
the  State  is  made,  not  a  substitute  for  personal  service  within  the 
State,  but  an  equivalent  to  publication  and  deposit  in  the  post- 
office.  It  can  have  no  greater  effect  than  such  service,  and  must 
be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions.  Judgment  cannot,  in  any 
case,  under  an  order  for  publication,  be  taken  by  default  before 
the  expiration  of  the  full  time  for  publication,  and  of  the  fall 
twenty  days  within  which  the  defendant  is  allowed  to  appear 
and  answer.  Bichardson  v.  Bates,  23  How.  516 ;  Downer  v. 
MelleUy  50  Barb.  232 ;  Abrahams  v,  Mitchdl,  8  Abb.  123 ; 
Tomlinson  v.  Van  Vechten,  1  Code  R.  H".  S.  317 ;  S.  C,  6  How. 
199.  This  time  should  be  computed  by  excluding  the  first  day 
and  including  the  fall  period  which  is  required  thereafter.  Brod 
V.  Heymann,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  396 ;  Code,  §  425. 

Section  3.  When  a  provisional  remedy  is  allowed.  The  allow- 
ance of  a  provisional  remedy  in  no  wuy  afltects  or  dispenses  with 
the  service  of  a  summons.  The  Code  provides  that  certain  pro- 
visional remedies  may  be  allowed  and  become  effectual,  in  case 
a  summons  shaU  be  served  within  a  specified  time  thereafter. 
§  227.  On  the  completion  of  the  service  of  the  summons, 
the  remedy  hitherto  conditional  becomes  absolute,  and  an  action 
is  commenced.  The  summons  must,  however,  invariably  be 
served  before  the  action  can  be  carried  to  a  final  determination. 
O'Hara  v.  Brophy,  24  How.  879 ;  Waffi,e  v.  OoUe,  35  id.  356 ; 
S.  C,  63  Barb.  517. 

Section  4.  Qy  voluntary  appearance.  If^  after  the  issuing  of  a 
summons  for  the  commencement  of  an  action,  the  defendant  vol- 
untarily appears  generally,  the  service  of  the  summons  may  be 
deemed  complete.  A  voluntary  appearance  of  a  defendant  is 
equivalent  to  personal  service  of  the  summons  upon  him.  Code, 
§  139 ;  Higgins  v.  RocJcwelly  2  Duer,  650 ;  Wellington  v.  Clas- 
sans  J  IS  How.  10 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb,  175.  See  Supreme  Court,  Rule 
14. 
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Irregular,  defective  or  fraudulent  service. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

lEREGULAE,   DEFECTIVE  OR  FRAUDULENT  SERVICE. 

Section  1.  What  is  such  service.  The  court,  upon  a  proper 
application,  will  generally,  if  not  always,  interfere  to  correct  the 
irregular,  defective  or  fraudulent  service  of  process  or  papers  in 
the  course  of  an  action.  When  such  acts  are  merely  irregulari- 
ties, and  when  they  are  nullities,  will  be  fully  explained  in  a 
subsequent  place.  What  constitutes  a  fraudulent  service  of 
process  has  been  noticed,  ante^  609  to  511. 

The  service  of  a  summons  by  a  party  to  the  action  is  impliedly 
forbidden  by  section  133  of  the  Code,  and  such  service  is  an 
irregularity.  Myers  v.  Overton^  2  Abb.  344 ;  S.  C,  4  E.  D. 
Smith,  428 ;  Bunter  v.  Lester,  18  How.  347 ;  S.  C.,  10  Abb.  260. 
So  the  service  of  a  summons  on  the  Sabbath,  being  contrary  to 
a  statute,  is  utterly  void.  Hastings  v.  Farmer,  4  N.  Y.  (4 
Comst.)  293.  Defective  service  includes  both  irregular  and  void 
service.  It  may  result  from  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  letter 
of  the  statute,  or  from  an  intentional  violation  of  both  its  letter 
and  its  spirit. 

Fraudulent  service  on  the  other  hand  is  a  service  which  may 
be  in  form  within  the  letter  of  the  statute  or  the  rules  of  law, 
and  yet  be  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intent,  and  with  the 
preconceived  design  of  evading  such  legal  provisions.  Thus, 
where  a  party  is  induced  to  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  by  false  and  fraudulent  repi'esentations,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  eflfecting  the  service  of  a  summons  upon  him,  such  ser- 
vice is  in  every  respect  fraudulent,  although  the  wrongful  act  of 
service  is  in  the  usual  mode.  Carpenter  v.  Spooner,  2  Sandf. 
717 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  140 ;  Metcalf  v.  Clark,  41  Barb.  46.  Such 
service  is  not,  however,  absolutely  void,  as  the  court  will 
acquire  jurisdiction  by  the  service  of  the  summons,  unless  the 
defendant  resorts  to  his  motion  to  set  aside  the  summons- 
By  a  void  service  of  process  a  court  can  acquire  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  person  of  the  defendant,  and  consequently  he  cannot  be 
divested  of  his  property  or  rights  by  any  proceedings  there- 
under. Meeks  V.  Noxon,  1  Abb.  280;  S.  C,  11  How.  189. 
Such  service  can  never  be  cured  by  amendment.  Hallett  v. 
RigMers,  13  How.  43.    See  post,  641. 


i 


SERVICE  OF  THE  SUMMONS.  541 

Remedy  of  injured  party  —  Proof  of  service. 

Seetion  2.  Remedy  of  iigured  party.  A  defendant  cannot 
raise  an  objection  to  the  improper  service  of  a  summons  by 
demnrrer  or  answer.  His  remedy  is  by  motion  to  have  the 
service  of  the  summons  and  all  subsequent  proceedings  set  aside. 
Nones  v.  nope  Mutual  Life  iTisurance  Company^  5  How.  96 ; 
S.  C,  3  Code  R.  161 ;  8  Barb.  541.  The  motion  to  set  aside 
the  suTnmons  is  proper,  strictly  speaking,  only  when  the  defect 
is  in  the  summons  itself  and  not  in  the  service.  Metcalf  v.  ClarJc^ 
41  Barb.  45.  See  Van  Wezel  v.  Yan  Wezel,  1  Edw.  Ch.  113 ; 
Petrie  v.  Fitzgerald^  1  Daly,  401.  When  the  objection  is  tech- 
nical, and  aflfects  only  the  regularity  of  the  service,  as  where 
service  has .  been  made  by  a  party  to  the  action,  this  motion 
should  be  made  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  And  as  a  general 
rule  all  motions  for  relief  on  the  ground  of  irregularity  must  be 
made  before  judgment.  Myres  v.  Overton^  2  Abb.  344;  S.  C, 
4  E.  D.  Smith,  428  ;  Hunter  v.  Lester,  10  Abb.  260 ;  S.  C,  18  How. 
847.  But  where  the  defect  is  one  of  substance,  and  deprives 
the  court  of  jurisdiction,  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
to  object  to  such  defect  will  deprive  him  of  his  right  to  have 
the  service  of  the  summons  and  all  subsequent  proceedings  set 
aside  as  void.  Titus  v.  Belyea,  8  Abb.  177 ;  S.  C,  16.How.  373 ; 
Williams  v.  Yan  YalJceriberg,  id.  144 ;  Hallett  v.  Righters^  13 
id,  43.  So  where  there  has  been  a  fraudulent  service,  as  by 
enticing  the  defendant  to  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  for  the  purpose  of  making  service  upon  him,  or  where 
there  has  been  a  pretended  service,  as  by  serving  a  summons  in 
a  disguised  form,  the  service  may  be  set  aside.  Metcalf  v.  Clark, 
41  Barb.  46 ;  Ooupil  v.  Simonson,  3  Abb.  474 ;  Bvlkley  v. 
Bvlkley,  6  id.  307 ;  Carpenter  v.  Spooner,  2  Sandf.  717 ;  S.  C, 
2  Code  R.  140 ;  Benninghoff  v.  Oswell,  37  How.  236.  And,  if 
the  defects  are  such  as  to  deprive  the  court  of  jurisdiction,  the 
motion  may  be  made  after  judgment,  although  the  action  waa 
for  divorce,  and  a  decree  had  been  obtained.  Bulkley  v.  Bulk- 
ley,  6  Abb.  307. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

PBOOP  OF  SERVICE. 

Section  1.  By  sheriflTs  eertifleate.  Proof  of  the  service  of  a 
summons  may  be  made  either  by  the  certificate  of  the  sheriff,  by 
affidavit,  or  by  admission. 
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Proof  of — By  sheriff  *0  certificate. 

The  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  a  sheriff's  certificate,  as  a 
proof  of  the  service  of  a  summons,  depends  upon  the  capacity  in 
which  such  service  was  made.  A  sheriff  can  aot  in  an  official 
character  only  within  the  limits  of  the  county  in  which  he  was 
elected,  and  all  acts  performed  by  him  beyond  such  territorial 
limits  are  the  acts  of  a  private  person,  and  must  be  proved  as 
such.  FatTners*  Loan  <ft  Trust  Co.  v.  Dickson*  17  How.  477 ; 
S.  C,  9  Abb.  81 ;  ThwrsUm  v.  King^  1  id.  126 ;  Morrell  v.  Kim- 
hall,  4  id.  852. 

But  the  certificate  of  a  sheriff  of  the  service  of  Zf  summons 
within  his  own  county  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  of  such 
service,  as  against  ail  persons  but  the  defendant.  Brien  v. 
Casey,  2  Abb.  416 ;  Columbus  Insurance  Co.  v.  Force,  8  How. 
353.  It  may,  however,  be  impeached  by  the  defendant,  and 
when  so  assailed  must  be  sustained  by  affidavit.  Van  Rensse- 
laer  v.  ChadwicJc,  7  How.  297 ;  Wallis  v.  Loit,  15  id.  567 ;  Sper- 
ling V.  Zevt/,  1  Daly,  95.  The  return  of  a  deputy  is,  in  legal 
effect,  the  return  of  the  sheriff,  when  made  in  the  name  of  that 
officer,  and  is  equally  as  valid  as  evidence.  But  the  return 
ought  to  be  in  the  name  of  the  sheriff,  and  not  in  that  of  the 
deputy,  as  deputy.  Simonds  v.  Catlin,  2  Gaines,  61 ;  Joice  v. 
Joice,  5  Cal.  449. 

A  sheriff's  return  does  not  lose  its  validity  by  lapse  of  time, 
or  by  having  once  been  used  as  evidence.  Brien  v.  Casey,  2 
Abb.  416  ;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v.  Force,  8  How.  853.  The  certifi- 
cate should  in  some  manner  identify  the  summons  served,  either 
by  indorsement  upon  it,  by  referring  to  it  as  annexed,  or  by 
stating  the  title  of  the  cause  in  which  such  service  was  made. 
Board  v.  Board,  4  Abb.  295,  305  ;  Litchfield  v.  Burwell,  5  How. 
341 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  B.  N.  S.  42 ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  182.  The 
time  and  place  of  service  should  also  form  a  part  of  the  certifi- 
cate.   Code,  §  138. 

In  general,  a  sheriff's  certificate  is  valid  and  conclusive  in  all 
matters  where  such  return  is  required  by  law,  but  no  further  ; 
and,  for  this  reason,  an  indorsement  on  a  summons  setting  forth 
the  time  of  its  receipt  is  not  evidence  of  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  an  action  under  section  99  of  the  Code. 
Wardwell  v.  PairicTc,  1  Bosw.  406  ;  Utica  City  Barik  v.  Buel,  9 
Abb.  386  ;  S.  C,  17  How.  498,  artte,  484,  485. 
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Sheriff's  certificate  of  service  on  defendant  personally — By  affidavit. 

Sheriff^  s  Certificate  of  Sertice  on  the  Defendant  Personally. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
(Vemie.) 

I  hereby  certify  that  on  the  day  of  ,  at  , 

I  served  on  (one  of  the  defendants)  above 

named,  the  (within)  summons  (and  complaint)  in  this  action,  by 
delivering  a  copy  thereof  to  him  personally,  and  leaving  the 
same  with  him. 

{Date.)  Oliveb  Getman, 

JSheriff"  of  Fulton  Co.,  If.  Y. 

Section  3.  By  affldavit.  Where  the  service  of  a  summons  has 
been  made  by  any  person  other  than  a  sheriff,  the  fact  must  be 
shown  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person  making  the  service,  or  by 
the  written  admission  of  the  party  served.  This  rule  also  applies 
to  a  service  made  by  a  sheriff  out  of  his  county,  or  the  act  of 
any  officer  authorized  to  serve  process,  when  acting  in  an  extra 
official  capacity.  Van  Rensselaer  y.  CTuzdwicky  7  How.  297 ; 
WaUis  V.  Lott,  15  id.  567. 

The  requisites  of  an  affidavit  of  service  have  been  established 
by  the  Code,  and  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  Code  requires  that,  except  where  service  has  been  made  by 
publication,  the  affidavit  must  state  the  time  and  place  of  service. 
Code,  §  138. 

The  rules  of  the  court  require  additional  proof,  not  only  of  the 
manner  of  service,  but  of  the  capacity  of  the  person  subscribing 
the  affidavit  to  make  a  valid  service. 

^*  Where  the  service  of  the  summons,  and  of  the  complaint  or 
.  notice,  if  any,  accompanying  the  same,  shall  be  made  by  any  other 
person  than  the  sheriff,  it  shall  be  necessary  for  such  person  to 
state  in  his  affidavit  of  service,  the  age  of  the  person  making  the 
service  (if  under  age),  when  and  at  what  particular  place  he 
served  the  same,  and  that  he  knew  the  person  served  to  be  the 
person  mentioned  and  described  in  the  summons  as  defendant 
therein ;  and  also  to  state  in  his  affidavit  that  he  left  with  the 
defendant  such  copy,  as  well  as  delivered  it  to  him."  Rule  23, 
Supreme  Court.  The  clause  of  such  a  rule  requiring  the  affidavit 
to  state  when  and  in  what  particular  place  the  service  was  made 
has  been  held  to  be  satisfied,  by  a  statement  that  the  service  was 
made  in  a  specified  county  of  the  State.  Lewis  v.  Hdrtel,  24 
Wis.  564 ;  Sayles  v.  Davis,  20  id.  302. 
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Affidavit  of  personal  service. 

* '  In  actions  for  divorce,  the  affidavit  shall  state  what  knowl- 
edge the  affiant  had  of  the  person  served  being  the  defendant, 
and  how  he  acquired  such  knowledge.  The  court  may  require 
the  affiant  to  appear  in  court,  and  be  examined  in  respect 
thereto. ''     Rule  24,  Supreme  Court. 

A  judgment  entered  on  the  proof  of  service  required  by  statute 
would  be  irregular  only,  and  it  could  be  amended  at  any  time  by 
filing  nunc  pro  tunc^  the  additional  proof  required  by  the  rules  of 
the  courts.  While  it  is  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute,  as  to  the  manner  of  the  service  of  the  sum- 
mons, that  gives  to  the  court  jurisdiction  in  a  cause  and  a  right 
to  control  all  subsequent  proceedings,  the  mode  of  proof  of  such 
service  is  a  mere  question  of  practice,  and  is  incidental,  and  sub- 
ordinate to  the  jurisdictional  fact  that  such  service  was  duly 
made.  The  courts  decide  what  that  proof  should  be,  and  enforce 
a  strict  compliance  with  their  rules  by  denying  the  relief  sought 
in  an  action  until  all  process  and  pleadings  conform  thereto. 
FarTners*  Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v.  DicJcson^  9  Abb.  61 ;  S.  C,  17 
How.  477 ;  Board  v.  Boards  4  Abb.  295 ;  Althause  v.  Radde^  3 
Bosw.  410,  434.  See  Hunter  y.  Lester^  18  How.  347;  S.  C, 
10  Abb.  260. 

Affidamt  of  Personal  Service. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
{ Venue.) 

A.  B.,  ,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  he  is  over  years  of 

age  ;  that  at  the  tiTnes  and  the  places  hereinafter  named,  he 
served  the  annexed  summons,  together  with  the  complaint  therein- 
mentioned,  which  is  also  hereunto  annexed,  on  me  following 
d^endants  in  this  action,  viz. :    On  at  ,  N.  Y.,  on 

the  day  of  ,  187  .On  at  ,  N.  Y.,  on  the 

day  of  ,  187  .On  at  ,  N.  Y.,  on  the 

day  of  ,  187  .On  at  ,  N.  Y.,  on  the 

day  of  ,  187  .    On         at  ,  N.  Y.,  on  the  day 

of  187  ,  by  delivering  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each  of  such 

defendants  personally,   and  leavmg  the  same  with  them.    He 
further  says,  that  he  knew  the  persons  served  as  aforesaid  to  be 
the  persons  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said  summons  as 
defendants  in  this  action. 

(Jurat.)  (Signxdure.) 
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Affidavit  of  personal  service  in  actions  for  divorce. 

Affidavit  of  Personal  Service  in  actions  for  Divorce. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
(Vemce.). 

A.  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
,  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  herein ;  that  he  is  over 
years  of  a^  ;  that,  on  the  day  of  ,  18    ,  he 

served  on  defendant  above  named,  at  {specify  as 

particvZarly  as  possible  the  place  of  service),  the  within  sum- 
mons (and  complaint)  by  delivering  a  copy  thereof  to  (him)  per- 
sonally, and  leaving  the  same  with  (him). 

Deponent  further  says,  that  he  ^nows  the  person  so  served  to 
be  the  person  mentioned  and  described  in  the  summons  as 
defendant  therein,  from  (sta^  what  knowledge  the  deponent  had 
of  the  person  being  served  being  the  defendant,  and  how  he 
acquired  such  knowledge). 

(Jurat.)  (Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Service  on  a  Minor  or  I/anatic. 

[Title  of  cause.) 
( Venue.) 

A.  B.,  being  ^uly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  ,  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  above-entitled  action ; 

that  he  is  over  years  of  age ;  that  Y.  Z.,  one  of  the  defend- 

ants above  named,  is  a  minor  under  fourteen  years  of  age  {or 
has  been  judicially  declared  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  and  a  com- 
mittee has  been  duly  appointed  for  him) ;  that  E.  F.  is  his  father 
{or  that  E.  P.,  G.  H.  and  J.  K.  are  such  committee).  That  on 
the  day  of  ,  18      ,  at  ,  this  deponent  served  on 

the  said  Y.  Z.  the  within  summons  (and  compmnt),  by  deliver- 
ing to  him  a  copy  thereof,  and  leaving  the  same  with  him,  and  by 
delivering  a  copy  thereof  on  the  day  of  ,18      ,  at 

to  the  said  E.  F.,  the  father  of  said  defendant,  personally  {or  to 
said  E.  P;,  Gt.  H.  and  J.  K.,  said  committee,  and  each  of  them 
personallv),  and  leaving  the  same  with  (him).  Deponent  further 
says,  that  ne  knows  me  said  Y.  Z.  so  served  to  be  the  person 
mentioned  and  described  in  said  summons  as  the  defendant 
therein,  and  said  E.  P.  to  be  his  father  {or  that  the  said  E.  P.,  G. 
H.  and  J.  K.  are  the  committee  appointed  for  him  as  aforesaid.) 

{Jurat. )  {Signature. ) 

Section  3.  In  ease  of  seryice  by  publication.  The  affidavits  on 
which  the  plaintiff  relies  as  proof  of  service  by  publication  must 
show  that  the  order  under  which  such  service  was  made  has 
been  faUy  complied  with.    Hallett  v.  Mighters,  13  How.  46. 

Proof  of  the  publication  of  the  summons  may  be  made  by  the 
publisher  of  the  paper  in  which  the  publication  was  made,  or  by 
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Printer's  affidavit  of  the  publication  of  a  summons. 

the  printer,  or  Ms  foreman,  or  principal  clerk.  Code,  §  138 ; 
Bunce  v.  Meed^  16  Barb.  347.  The  affidavit  must  show  that  the 
affiant  is  such  publisher,  printer,  foreman,  or  clerk ;  that  the 
summons  was  published  in  the  papers  designated  In  the  order 
once  in  each  week  for  the  full  time  prescribed  therein.  Bris- 
bane V.  Peabodyj  3  How.  109.  An  affidavit  must  be  made  show- 
ing that  a  copy  of  the  summons  and  complaint  was  deposited  in 
the  post-office  for  transmission  to  the  defendant,  and  that  the 
postage  was  paid  thereon.  It  must  also  show  when  and  where 
such  papers  were  mailed,  and  to  whom  and  where  directed. 
Code,  §  138. 

Proof  of  personal  service  out  of  the  State  must  invariably  be 
furnished  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person  making  such  service,  or 
by  the  admission  of  the  party  served.  Morrell  v.  KiToball^  4 
Abb.  352 ;  Thurston  v.  King^  1  id.  126.  A  sheriff's  return  of  a 
service  out  of  this  State  is  not  proof  of  the  fact  to  which  it 
certifies.  lb. 

In  actions  for  the  recovery  of  money  only,  when  the  summons 
has  been  served  by  publication,  under  section  135  of  the  Code,  no 
judgment  shall  be  entered,  unless  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  application  for  judgment,  shall  show  by  affidavit 
that  an  attachment  has  been  issued  in  the  action  and  levied  upon 
property  belonging  to  the  defendant,  which  affidavit  shall  contain 
a  specific  description  of  such  property,  and  a  statement  of  its 
value,  and  shall  be  attached  to  and  filed  with  the  affidavits  of 
publication.    Rule  34,  Supreme  Court. 

Printer* s  Affidavit  of  the  Publication  of  a  Summons. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

( Venue. ) 

A.  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  the  printer  (or  fore- 
man of  the  printer,  etc. )  of  the  ,  a  newspaper  published  in  , 
and  that  the  summons  in  this  action,  with  notice  thereto 
appended,  copies  whereof  are  hereto  annexed,  were  published 
in  said  paper  once  in  each  week  for  (six)  successive  weeks,  the 
first  publication  being  on  (Monday)  the         day  of  y^ 

18    ,  and  the  last  upon  (Monday)  the         day  of  ,  18    . 

(Jurat.)  •  (Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Mailing  Summons  and  Complaint. 

{Title  of  caused 
{ Venue.) 

A.  B.,  being.duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  ,  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  ;  that  on 
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the         day  of  >  18    ,  he  deposited  a  copy  of  the  an- 

nexed summons  and  complaint  in  this  action  in  the  post-oflSce 
at  ,  directed  to  ,   one  of  the  defendants 

•above  named  (or,  who  is  the  president  of  the  Company, 

defendants  above  named),  at  ,  his  place  of  residence, 

and  prepaid  the  postage  thereon. 
{Jural.)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Substituted  Service. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
{ Venue.) 

A.  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  in  this  action  ;  that  on  the         day  of  9  18    , 

at  ,  in  the  (city)  of  ,  he  served  the  summons 

in  this  action,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed,  upon  the  de- 
fendant ,  bv  leaving  a  copy  thereof  at  the  residence 
of  the  said  defendant  aforesaid,  delivering  the  same  to  , 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  (wife)  of  the  said  defendant,  and  who 
received  the  same ;  and  that  deponent  left  said  copy  with  said 

.    And  deponent  fm1;her  says,  that  on  the         day 

of  ,  18    ,  at  ,  he  put  another  copy  of  said 

summons,  properly  enveloped  and  directed  to  the  defendant 

,  at  his  said  place  of  residence,  into  the  post-office  in 

said  town,  and  paid  the  postage  thereon. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Substituted  Service  where  Adanittance  was  Denied. 

{Title  of  cau^e.) 
{ Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff's  attorney  in  this  action,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  that  on  the        day  of  >  18    9  at  number       ,  in 

street,  in  the  city  of  ,  he  served  the  summons 

in  this  action,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  upon  the  de- 
fendant ,  by  afiixing  the  same  to  the  (outer)  door  of 
said  residence,  deponent  not  being  able  to  obtain  adjnittance 
thereto,  nor  to  find!^  any  person  of  proper  age  at  said  residence 
who  would  receive  the  same ;  and,  rarther,  tnat  deponent  on  the 
day  of  ,  18  ,  at  ,  put  another  copy  of 
said  summons,  properly  enveloped  and  directed  to  the  defendant 

at  his  said  place  of  residence,  into  the  post-office  in 
said  city,  and  paid  the  postage  thereon. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature^ 

Section  4.  ^  written  admission.  Except  under  an  order  for 
publication,  an  admission  by  a  defendant  of  service  out  of  this 
State  is  of  no  avail.  JMchfleld  v.  Burwellj  5  How.  341 ;  S.  C, 
1  Code  E.  N.  S.  42 ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  182,  ante.    Nor  is  such 
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admission  valid  in  any  case  unless  the  signature  of  the  defendant 
is  identified.  lb.  But  an  irregularity  arising  from  an  omission 
of  the  verification  may  be  cured  by  filing  an  affidavit  containing 
the  requisite  proof,  at  any  time  before  a  motion  to  set  aside  the 
summons  has  been  made.  An  admission  of  service  not  stating 
the  manner  of  the  service  is  insufficient.  The  admission  must 
state  that  the  service  was  personal  by  delivery  of  a  copy  thereof 
to  him.    Read  v.  French,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiffi)  286. 

AdmisHon  of  Service. 

I  admit  due  and  personal  service  of  the  within  summons  (and 
complaint)  upon  me,  this       day  of  ,  18    ,  by  a  delivery 

of  copies  thereof  to  me,  at  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  and 

State  of 

Y.  Z.,  Defendant. 

{Signature  of  witness.) 

Proof  of  Signainire. 
{Venue.) 

On  this       day  of  ,  18    ,  before  me  came  the  above, 

named  ,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  person 

whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  above  admission  as  witness 
thereto,  who  being  by  me  sworn,  says,  that  he  resides  in  , 

and  that  on  the         day  of  9  18    ,  and  at  the  place  named, 

he  saw  the  said  Y.  Z.,  to  him  personally  known  to  be  the  defend- 
ant described  therein,  sign  the  same.       {Signature  of  Officer. ) 

Section  6.  The  general  requisites  and  form  of  proof.  There  are 
some  general  requisites  to  the  valid  proof  of  the  service  of  a  sum- 
mons that  are  worthy  of  further  notice.  Every  paper  purport- 
ing to  establish  the  fact  that  service  has  been  made  must  identify 
the  summons,  and  connect  it  with  the  action  thereby  commen- 
ced. It  must  show  that  the  party  on  whom  service  was  made 
was  the  defendant,  and  that  the  manner  of  the  service  was 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  statute  and  rules  of  the  court. 
It  must  also  show  the  time  and  place  of  service,  in  all  cases 
except  in  case  of  service  under  an  order  for  publication.  Code, 
§  138.  All  affidavits  of  service  out  of  the  State  should  be  sworn 
to  before  the  proper  officer,  and  so  attested  as  to  be  entitled  to 
judicial  notice. 

Section  6.  Controverting  service.  The  defendant  may  dispute 
the  service  of  a  summons  upon  him,  irrespective  of  the  form  of 
proof  by  which  such  service  is  sought  to  be  substantiated.  In  no 
case  is  the  return  of  a  sheriff  or  an  affidavit  of  service  conclusive 
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apon  the  defendant ;  but  he  may  disprove  the  facts  set  forth  in 
such  affidavit  or  return,  on  motion  to  set  aside  the  return.  Yan 
Rensselaer  v.  OhadwicJc^  7  How.  297 ;  Litchfield  v.  Burwell^  5  id. 
341 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  42  j  9  N.  Y.  Leg.'  Obs.  182 ;  WalUs 
V.  Lottj  16  How.  567.  But  the  return  of  a  sheriff  cannot  be 
impeached  collaterally  but  only  by  direct  proceedings  to  which 
the  officer  is  a  party,  or  upon  summary  application  to  the  court 
to  correct  or  set  aside  the  return.  Sperling  v.  Levp^  1  Daly,  95. 
.  When  the  sheriff's  certificate  or  affidavit  of  service  is  impeached 
it  must  be  sustained  by  counter  affidavits,  or  it  wiU  be  insuffi- 
cient   JSiinter  v.  Leslie^  10  Abb.  260 ;  S.  C,  18  How.  847. 


ARTICLE  X.    • 

m 

WHBK  JUBISDICTIOH  IS  GOMPLJBTE. 

Section  1.  When  service  has  been  made  accordlag  to  law.    A 

court  can  ia^^quire  a  limited  jurisdiction  in  an  action  by  the  allow- 
ance of  a  provisional  remedy.  Code,  §  139.  But  jurisdic- 
tion does  not  become  complete  until  the  service  of  a  summons  in 
some  of  the  modes  prescribed  by  law,  or  by  the  voluntary 
appearance  of  the  defendant.  Akin  v.  Albany  Northern  R,  R. 
Co^  14  How.  327 ;  Kendall  v.  Washburn^  id.  380  ;  In  re  Oris- 
wold^  13  Barb.  413;  (fHaraY.Brophy,  24  How.  399;  Diefen- 
dorf  V.  Elwood,  3  id.  285 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  42 ;  Williams 
V.  Van  YalkenJburgh^  16  How.  144. 

Section  2.  Laches,  It  is  a  well-settled  principle,  that,  if  the 
court  has  failed  to  acquire  jurisdiction  by  the  service  of  process, 
it  cannot  gain  it  by  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in 
raising  an  objection  to  the  invalidity  of  the  proceedijigs.  Laches 
cannot  confer  jurisdiction,  and  although  it  may  waive  an  irregu- 
larity, it  cannot  impart  vitality  to  a  void  judgment.  Titws  v. 
Relyea,  16  How.  371 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  177 ;  Williams  v.  Van  Val- 
keriburgh^  16  How.  144 ;  Bulkley  v.  BuLkley^  6  Abb.  307 ;  Peck  v. 
Cook,  41  Barb.  649 ;  Mske  v.  Anderson,  33  id.  71 ;  S.  C,  12 
Abb.  8. 
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ARTICLE   XI. 

RETURIT  OF  PROCESS. 

Section  1.  Mode  of « return.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to 
make  a  proper  return  of  process.  If  he  does  not  do  so  i)er- 
sonally,  he  must  at  least  see  that  it  is  done.  If  he  makes  a  re- 
turn by  mail,  he  must  prepay  the  postage,  whether  any  money 
has  been  advanced  for  this  purpose  or  not.  Jenkins  v.  McGiU^ 
4  How.  205.  A  return  is  made  by  delivering  the  summons  to 
the  party  who  subscribed  it,  together,  with  the  proof  of  service, 
or,  if  for  any  reason  the  service  has  not  been  made,  with  the 
indorsement  of  the  facts  excusing  non-service.  Either  jwirty  may 
compel  a  return.  lb. 

Section  2.  Compelling  return.  At  any  time  after  the  day 
when  it  is  the,  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  to  return,  de- 
liver or  file  any  process  or  other  paper,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Code  of  Procedure,  any  party  entitled  to  have  such  act  done 
may  serve  on  the  officer  a  notice  to  return,  deliver,  or  file  such 
process  or  other  paper,  as  the  case  may  be,  within  ten  days,  or 
show  cause,  at  a  special  term  to  be  designated  in  such  notice, 
why  an  attachment  should  not  issue  against*  him.  Rule  10, 
Supreme  Court. 

Section  3.  Filing  papers  by  sheriff  or  attorney.  The  under- 
takings given  upon  procuring  an  order  of  arrest,  an  injunction  or 
an  attachment,  must  be  forthwith  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the 
court  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  under  the  penalty  of  having 
the  proceedings  vacated  for  irregularity.  The  attorney  is  also 
required  to  fi^le  at  the  same  time  the  affidavits  upon  which  these 
provisional  remedies  have  been  granted ;  and  also  the  affidavit 
upon  which  an  order  for  the  publication  of  a  summons,  or  an 
order  for  substituted  service  has  been  granted,  together  with  the 
order.    Rule  6,  Supreme  Court ;  Code,  §  423. 

The  sheriff  is  required  to  file  witii  the  clerk  the  order  or  pro- 
cess and  original  affidavits  upon  which  an  order  of  arrest  is 
made  within  ten  days  after  the  arrest.  Rule  6.  He  may  be  com- 
pelled to  perform  this  duty  by  proceedings  under  rule  10. 

And  it  is  a  general  rule  of  the  court  that,  when  any  order  on 
a  non-enumerated  motion  is  entered,  all  the  papers  used  on  the 
motion  must  be  filed  with  the  clerk,  or  the  same  may  be  set 
aside  as  irregular.  *  Rule  7. 


CHAPTER  III. 

PEOOEBDINGS  BY  THE  PLAINTIFF  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
OP  THE  SUMMONS  AND  BEFORE  PLEADING. 


ARTICLE  I. 

SEE  THAT  THB  SUlfKOKS  IS  SESVED  OK  ALL  THE  FBOPEB  PABTIES. 

In  every  action,. the  proper  service  of  the  process  by  which  it 
is  commenced  is*  one  of  the  most  important  steps  in  the  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  plaintiff  should  carefully  scrutinize  the  manner  in 
which  such  service  has  been  made,  and  guard  against  any  ir- 
regularity that  may  give  even  a  temporary  advantage  to  the 
adverse  party.  It  is  often  important  that  a  full  and  complete 
service  of  the  summons  should  be  made  on  each  defendant  in 
the  action,  even  where  a  service  on  one  or  more,  but  not  on  all, 
would  give  the  plaintiff  power  to  enter  judgment  against  the 
joint  property  of  all,  in  case  of  a  default,  or  successful  termina- 
tion of  the  action  at  the  trial.  Code,  §  136.  To  see  that  such 
service  has  been  made  should  be  one  of  the  first  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  Where  mere  nominal  parties  are  made 
defendants,  against  whom  no  personal  claim  is  made,  the  service 
of  the  proper  notice  with  the  summons  is  important,  and  should 
never  be  omitted.  Code,  §  131.  Care  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
in  securing  the  proper  service  of  the  summons  and  the  accom- 
panying notices,  if  such  notices  may  be  necessary  or  proper,  will 
often  avoid  serious  embarrassment  and  delay  in  the  conduct  of 
the  action,  even  where  no  amendment  may  be  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  the  validity  of  a  subsequent  judgment.  As  to  the 
proper  parties  to  be  made  defendant^  see  Parties  Defendant, 
arvte,  130  to  140. 

ARTICLE  11. 

SEE  THAT  PBOVISIOKAL    BEKEDY  HAS  BEEN  EXECUTED. 

If  a  provisional  remedy  has  been  allowed  in  the  action,  the 
plaintiff  should  see  that  it  has  been  carefully  executed.  By 
neglecting  this  precaution  all  the  advantages  arising  from  a  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  action  may  be  lost  through  a  lack  of 
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control  over  the  person  or  property  of  the  defendant  prior  to 
judgment.  Not  only  is  it  essential  that  the  provisional  remedy 
should  be  executed,  but  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  exe- 
cuted is  equally  important  and  worthy  of  careful  scrutiny.  If 
an  order  of  arrest  has  been  allowed,  and  the  defendant  has  been 
arrested  thereon,  and  bail  is  offered  for  his  appearance,  the 
plaintiff  should  inquire  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  such  bail,  and 
guard  against  a  worthless  undertaking.  Code,  §  193.  The  same 
precaution  is  necessary  in  all  actions  where  a  provisional  remedy 
has  been  allowed,  and  an  undertaking  offered  or  given.  Code, 
.  §§  210,  241. 

But  while  the  plaintiff  shoxdd  provide  that  none  of  his  rights  are 
imperiled  by  any  neglect  of  duty  on  the  i>art  of  the  sheriff,  he 
should  also  avoid  making  the  officer  his  agent  by  unnecessary 
interference,  as  this  would  be  fatal  to  any  claim  for  damages  for 
misfeasance  that  otherwise  might  be  enforced  against  the  sheriff 
or  his  bondsmen.    Moot  v.  Wagner^  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  9. 

A  full  discussion  of  the  necessary  steps  in  the  enforcement  of 
a  provisional  remedy  may  be  found  in  the  succeeding  chapters 
in  this  work. 

ARTICLE  in. 

PSOCUBB  PAPERS   FOB   PEAMIKG  COV^LAIITS. 

Where  the  complaint  has  not  been  served  with  the  summons, 
the  plaintiff  may  desire  to  obtain  more  accurate  information  of 
matters  on  which  to  frame  his  complaint,  from  books  or  papers 
under  the  control  of  the  defendant.  K  an  inspection  of  such 
books  or  papers  is  absolutely  necessary  before  the  plaintiff  can 
intelligently  frame  his  complaint,  an  order  for  a  discovery  may 
be  obtained  either  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  or  of  the  Code.  2  R.  S.  199  (207),  §  21,  Edm.  ed. ;  3 
R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  293,  §§  60,  61,  62 ;  4  Edmonds'  Statutes,  560 ; 
Laws  of  1841,  ch.  38 ;  Code,  §  388 ;  Rule  18,  Supreme  Court. 
But  the  court  will  not  grant  this  order  unless  the  plaintiff  can 
clearly  establish  a  right  to  the  remedy.  When  this  can  be  done 
the  plaintiff  should  prepare  his  petition  and  make  an  applica- 
tion for  an  inspection  under  rule  19  of  the  supreme  court.  See 
Discovery  of  Books  and  Papers.  See  S^oyt  v.  AiTierican 
ExcTiange  BavJc^  8  How.  89  ;  S  C,  1  Duer,  652 ;  Thompson  v. 
Erie  Mailroad  Qompany^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  212,  230 ;  Morrison  v. 
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SlurgeSy  26  How.  177 ;  JvZio  v.  IngallSj  17  Abb.  448,  note ;  Wal- 
Jeer  V.  OranUe  Bank,  19  Abb.  Ill ;  S.  C,  44  Baxb.  39. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

EXAMINATION   OP  PABTIES. 

Either  party  may  be  compelled  to  submit  to  an  examination 
before  the  trial,  or  even  issue  joined,  for  the  purpose  of  disclos- 
ing matter  material  in  aid  of  the  prosecution  or  defense.  Code, 
§  391.  Whenever  the  plaintiff  shall  find  it  necessary  to  examine 
the  defendant  before  pleading,  he  should  prepare  an  affidavit 
disclosing  the  nature  of  the  discovery  sought,  and  how  the  same 
is  material  to  the  framing  of  his  complaint.  Code,  §  391.  Rule 
21,  Supreme  Court.  The  defendant  may  be  compelled  to  appear 
before  a  judge  of  the  court,  or  a  county  judge,  and  testify  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fiujts  sought  to  be  discovered  under  the  penalty  of  a 
commitment  as  for  a  contempt,  and  a  forfeiture  of  all  rights  to 
defend  in  the  action.  Code,  §§  392,  394.  See  Examination  of 
Parties. 

ARTICLE  V. 

SEBVE  THE  COMPLAINT. 

Where  no  complaint  was  served  with  the  sxunmons,  and  the 
defendant  has  appeared  and  demanded  the  same  in  writing,  the 
plaintiff  must  serve  the  complaint  within  twenty  days  from  the 
service  of  the  demand,  if  the  same  was  made  personally  ;  or  if 
the  demand  was  served  by  mail,  within  forty  days  from  such, 
service.  Code,  §§  130,  412.  Tlie  complaint  may  be  served 
personally  or  by  mail,  and  need  not  be  served  until  the  last  day 
allowed  for  such  service.  If  the  time  for  service  is  insufficient, 
it  may  be  enlarged  on  application  to  the  court.  Code,  §  405. 
See  ante,  604. 

ARTICLE  VL 

FILE  ALL   PAPEBS. 

If  a  provisional  remedy  has  been  allowed  in  the  action,  the 

plaintiff's  atttomey  should  forthwith  file  with  the  clerk  all 

undertakings  given  upon*  procuring  the  order,  as  well  as  the 

70 
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affidavits  upon  which  the  allowance  was  based.  The  undertak- 
ings should  have  indorsed  upon  them  the  approval  of  the  justice 
or  judge  by  whom  they  were  taken.  Rule  5,  Supreme  Court. 
NewaU  v.  Dorav^  21  How.  427 ;  LeffingweU  v.  Chave^  19  id.  64 ; 
S.  C,  10  Abb.  472 ;  6  Bosw.  703  ;  Brash  v.  Wielarsky,  36  How. 
268  ;  Code,  §§  222,  343,  423.  So  when  any  order  on  a  non-enu- 
merated motion  is  entered,  all  the  papers  used  on  the  motion 
must  be  filed  with  the  clerk  or  the  order  may  be  set  aside  as 
irr^ular.  Eule  7,  Supreme  Court,  and  see  Rule  47,  id.  There 
is  one  exception  to  the  general  jule,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  to  file  all  affidavits  upon  which  a  provisional 
remedy  is  based,  and  this  exception  requires  the  sheriff  to  file 
with  the  clerk,  the  order  or  process,  and  original  affidavits  on 
which  an  arrest  is  made,  within  ten  days  from  the  time  of  the 
arrest.     Rule  6,  Supreme  Court. 

But  the  attorney  should  not  omit  to  see  that  the  sheriff  has 
performed  his  duty  in  this  respect,  and  in  case  of  neglect  should 
take  such  steps  as  he  may  deem  advisable  to  compel  the  sheriff 
to  file  the  order  and  affidavits.    See  Rule  10,  Supreme  Court 

In  actions  relating  to  real  property,  the  filing  of  a  notice  of 
lis  'pevdens  is  not  only  proper  but  almost  indispensable.  In 
actions  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  the  Code  requires 
that  the  notice  shall  be  filed  at  least  twenty  days  before  judg- 
ment, and  the  careful  practitioner,  in  all  actions  relating  to 
real  proi)erty,  will  file  this  notice  with  the  complaint  at  tiie 
earliest  day  possible.  Code,  §  132.  See  Notice  of  lis  pendenSy 
ante,  494. 

Although  the  Code  requires  that  the  *'  summons  and  several 
pleadings  in  an  action  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  within  ten 
days  after  the  service  thereof,  respectively,"  this  rule  is  sel- 
dom observed  in  general  practice.  It  is  certainly  advisable  to 
comply  with  the  directions  of  the  Code  in  all  cases,  although  in 
this  instance  the  penalty  extends  to  an  order  only,  requiring 
the  plaintiff  to  file  these  papers  within  a  time  specified,  or  they 
will  be  deemed  abandoned.    Code,  §  416. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

COMPEL  RETUBN  AND  FILING  OF  PAPERS  BY  THE  SHERIFF. 

Whenever  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  neglects  to  return,  de- 
liver, or  file  any  process  or  other  paper  within  the  time  fixed  by 
the  Code  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  the  plaintiff  should 
proceed  at  once  to  compel  the  officer  to  do  his  duty  by  a  notice 
under  rule  10  of  the  supreme  court.  The  sheriff  may  demand 
his  fees  before  he  executes  a  process,  but,  if  he  does  not  insist 
upon  his  right,  he  cannot  make  the  payment  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  his  making  a  return  after  the  service.  Wait  v.  Schoorir 
mcLkeTy  16  How.  460. 

But  where  an  order  has  been  made  staying  proceedings  in  an 
action,  after  the  service  of  the  notice  to  make  a  return  within  ten 
days,  as  provided  by  rule  10,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff's  at- 
torney, if  he  desires  to  bring  the  sheriff  into  contempt,  to  furnish 
him  with  proof  that. the  stay  is  no  longer  in  force.  If  the  stay 
continues  in  force  up  to  the  expiration  .of  the  ten  days,  the  notice 
is  a  nullity,  and  a  new  notice  should  be  served  after  such  stay  is 
vacated,  before  proceedings  can  be  maintained  against  the 
sheriff  for  contempt  in  not  making  a  return  pursuant  to  the  no- 
tice. People  V.  Carnley^  3  Abb.  216.  But,  in  all  cases,  the  onus 
of  excusing  a  default  lies  upon  the  sheriff.  Wilson  v.  Wrighty 
9  How.  459 ;  Code,  §  419. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

PEOOEEDINGS  BY  DEPENDANT  AFTER  THE  SERVICE  OP 
THE  SUMMONS,  AND  BEFORE  PLEADING. 


ARTICLE  I. 

APPEARAKCE. 

Sectloii  !•  What  appearance  is.  Under  the  ancient  constitn- 
tion  of  the  English  courts,  every  suitor  was  obliged  to  appear  in 
person  to  prosecute  or  defend  his  suit,  unless  by  special  license 
under  the  king's  letters  patent.  3  Bla.  Com.  25.  The  primitive 
feature  of  an  actual  and  personal  appearance  of  the  parties 
themselves  in  court  gave  place  at  an  early  period  to  the  more 
convenient  practice  of  appearing  by  attorney;  and  even  the  per- 
sonal  appearance  of  the  attorney  was,  in  turn,  succeeded  by  a 
constructive  appearance,  afnd  under  this  legal  fiction  parties  still 
appear  in  court  to  prosecute  or  defend  actions  or  proceedings. 

Under  the  practice  prior  to  the  Code,  an  action  was  com- 
menced by  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  in  court  in  com- 
pliance with  the  plaintiff's  process.  K  the  defendant  was  served 
with  bailable  process,  this  appearance  was  actual^  as  by  coming 
into  court  under  arrest ;  or  constructive^  by  the  medium  of  an 
undertaking  of  bail,  whereby  certain  persons  agree  that,  if  the 
defendant  be  defeated  in  the  action,  he  shall  satisfy  the  costs 
and  judgment,  or  render  himself  into  custody,  or  that  they  will 
do  it  for  him. 

But  if  the  defendant  was  served  with  a  non-bailable  process, 
his  appearance  was  usually  indorsed  on  the  writ  in  the  following 
form :  *  *  I  promise  to  appear  at  the  return  of  the  within  writ, 
and  pray  the  court  to  enter  my  appearance  accordingly." 

In  either  case  the  entry,  by  the  clerk,  of  this  appearance  on 
the  records  of  the  court,  completed  the  first  steps  in  the  action 
and  the  defendant  was  then  fairly  before  the  court. 

The  Code  has  not  changed,  in  any  essential  particular,  the 
general  features  of  what  formally  constituted  an  appearance 
under  the  former  practice.  The  chief  distinction  between  the 
two  systems  lies  in  the  effect  rather  than  in  the  form  of  an 


PROCEEDINGS  BY  DEPENDANT,  ETC.  557 

What  appeannoe  is. 

appearance.  Under  the  fonner  system,  an  appearance  by  the 
defendant  was  indispensable  to  a  valid  judgment,  as  it  was  this 
that  gave  the  court  jurisdiction  of  the  person,  and  in  cases 
where  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  could  not  be  compelled 
by  summons,  the  court  on  proof  of  such  liact  would  issue  a  writ 
of  distringcLB  to  compel  such  appearance.  Under  the  Code  it 
is  the  service  of  a  summons  only  that  can  confer  jurisdiction 
over  the  person  of  the  defendant,  and  when  this  has  been  done 
no  apj>earance  is  necessary,  as  a  valid  judgment  can  be  entered 
by  the  plaintiff  on  proof  of  the  service,  and  the  default  of  the 
defendant.  Code,  §  127.  See  Carpenter  v.  New  York  &  New 
Haven  M.  R.  Co.y  11  How.  481. 

Service  of  notice  of  appearance,  or  of  retainer  generally,  by 
an  attorney  for  the  defendant,  wHl  in  all  cases  be  deemed  an 
appearance.  And  the  plaintiff  on  filing  such  notice,  at  any  time 
thereafter,  with  proof  of  service  thereof,  may  have  the  ap})ear- 
ance  of  the  defendant  entered  as  of  the  time  when  such  notice 
was  served.    Rule  14,  Supreme  Court. 

Any  act  by  which  a  party  to  an  action  submits  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  court  is  an  appearance.  Cooley  v.  Lawrence^ 
12  How.  176  ;  S.  C,  5  Duer,  605.  This  a<5t  may  consist  in  the 
service  of  a  notice  of  motion  signed  by  an  "attorney  for  the 
defendant "  {Kelseyv.  Covert,  15  How.  92  ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  336,  n; 
Baxcter  v.  Arnold,  9  How.  445) ;  or  of  a  notice  of  bail  (Quick  v. 
Merrill,  3  Caines,  133 ;  M^Kenster  v.  Van  ZanM,  1  Wend.  1); 
or  an  order  extending  the  time  to  answer  (^m  v.  Tilton,  2 
Duer,  648  ;  Ayres  v.  Western  R.  R.  Corporation,  48  Barb.  132 ; 
S.  C,  32  How.  851) ;  or  a  notice  of  a  motion  to  discharge  an  order 
of  arrest.    JDart  v.  Amis,  19  How.  429. 

An  unqualified  submission  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is 
termed  a  general  appearance,  to  distinguish  it  from  an  appear- 
ance under  protest,  as  it  were,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  objecting 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  This  latter  limited  appearance 
may  become  general,  notwithstanding  the  objection  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  if  the  party  so  appearing  claims  any  right 
beyond  that  of  merely  objecting.  Mahaney  v.  Penman,  4  Duer, 
603 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  84 ;  Ballard  y.  Burr  owes,  2  Rob.  206 ;  Sutli- 
van  V.  JFrazee,  4  id.  616 ;  Freeman  v.  Young,  8  id.  666. 

An  appearance  is  entered  when  the  notice  of  retainer  with 
proof  of  service  has  been  filed  with  the  clerk,  or  the  defendant 
has  appeared  in  open  court  claiming  any  right  in  the  action. 
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Field  V.  BUir,  1  Code  k.  N.  S.  292 ;  S.  C.  affii-med,  id.  461 ; 
Cooley  V.  Lawrence,  12  How.  176 ;  S.  C,  5  Duer,  605. 

Section  2.  How  and  when  to  appear.  Every  person  of  fall  age 
and  sound  mind  may  appear  in  any  civil  action  by  attorney ;  or 
may,  at  his  election,  prosecute  or  defend  in  person.  2  R.  S.  276, 
(286),  Edm.  ed. ;  3  E.  S.  (5tli  ed.)  467,  §  20.  WhUe  under  this 
provision  of  the  statute  no  doubt  can  exist  as  to  the  right  of  the 
defendant  to  appear  and  defend  in  person,  it  is  not  so  clear  that 
the  plaintiff  can  appear  in  person  and  prosecute  the  action.  The 
Code  requires  that  every  action  shall  be  commenced  by  the  ser- 
vice of  a  summons.  Code,  §  127.  And  it  also  requires  that 
this  summons  shall  be  subscribed  by  an  attorney,  and  that  the 
answer  to  the  complaint  shall  be  served  upon  the  person  whose 
name  is  so  subscribed.  Code,  §  128.  This  requirement  as 
to  the  subscription  of  the  summons  was  added  by  the  amend- 
ment of  1870,  and  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  made  for  some 
purpose.  It  is  also  provided  by  statute,  that  no  person  shall  be 
permitted  to  appear  on  the  record  in  any  civil  cause  in  person, 
while  he  has  an  attorney  or  solicitor  in  such  cause.  2  R.  S.  276 
(285),  §  11,  Edm.  ed. ;  1  R.  L.  416,  §  1 ;  3  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  467,  §  20. 
As  the  plaintiff  must  appear  in  the  summons  by  attorney,  and 
cannot  at  the  same  time  appear  in  person,  it  is  clear  that  there 
can  be  no  appearance  by  him,  in  person,  in  the  action,  unless  he 
is  himself  an  attorney.  The  right  of  any  person  to  prosecute  in 
person  seems,  however,  to  be  recognized  by  the  rules  of  court 
See  Rule  13,  Supreme  Court. 

When  an  infant  is  a  party  he  must  appear  by  guardian.  Code, 
§  115.  And  where  the  in&nt  is  plaintiff,  the  guardian  must 
be  appointed  before,  the  action  is  commenced.  Freyherg 
V.  Pelerirv,  24  How.  202  ;  Hof  tailing  v.  Teal,  11  id.  188  ;  Hill 
V.  Thalcher,  2  Code  R.  3 ;  S.  C,  3  How.  407.  After  an  answer 
has  been  served,  it  is  too  late  to  move  to  set  aside  the  plaintiff's 
proceedings,  on  the  ground  that  the  action  is  prosecuted  without 
the  appointment  of  a  guardian.  Parks  v.  Parks,  19  Abb.  161 ; 
Fellows  V.  Nimr,  18  Wend.  563.  It  is  not  necessary  for  an  infant 
wife  to  appear  by  guardian,  when  she  joins  with  her  husband 
in  an  action,  unless  she  sues  to  recover  her  separate  property. 
Cook  V.  Rawdon,  6  How.  233 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  382. 

A  guardian  must  in  aU  cases  be  appointed  for  an  infant  when 
defendant  in  an  action.  McMurray  v.  McMurray,  9  Abb.  N. 
S.  315 ;  S.  C,  41  How.  41 ;  60  Barb.  117 ;  Kellog  v.  Klock,  2  Code 
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E.  28 ;  Fairweaiher  v.  SaUerly^  7  Rob.  546.  But  the  guardian 
cannot  be  appointed  before  the  infant  has  been  served  with  a 
summons.  Olover  v.  Haws^  19  Abb.  161,  note.  In  an  action 
against  an  infant  for  a  tort,  where  he  appears  and  answers  by  an 
attorney,  and  a  trial  and  verdict  is  had,  the  plaintiff  cannot  have 
a  guardian  appointed  for  the  infant,  as  of  the  time  of  his  appear 
ance;  although  he  may  have  the  defendant's  appearance  by 
attorney  struck  out,  and  all  subsequent  proceedings  vacated. 
Boylen  v.  McAmy^  29  How.  278. 

A  lunatic  or  idiot  should  appear  by  his  committee,  and  if  he 
is  also  an  infant,  then  by  the  guardian  ad  litem  appointed  at  the 
request  of  such  committee  or  general  guardian.  Rogers  v.  Mc- 
Lean, 11  Abb.  440 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  34  N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  536 ;  31 
How.  279 ;  Jelly  v.  EUiott,  1  Cart.  (Ind.  J  119. 

Oeneral  Appearance  and  demand  of  Copy-complaint 

{TiUe  of  cause). 

Sib  :  Please  take  notice,  that  I  am  retained  by  and  appear  as 
ley  for  the  defendant  in  this  action,  and  demand 
copy  of  the  complaint  be  served  on  me  at  my  office,  No 


O.  P.. 

Attorn^  for  the  B^endant. 
No       ,  street, 

To  J.  A.,  Esq., 

Plaintiff'*  s  Attorney. 

Limited  Appearance  for  Special  Purpose. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Sib  :  Please  take  notice,  that  I  am  retained  by  and  appear  as 
attorney  for  the  defendant  in  this  action,  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing to  vacate  the  attachment  issued  therein  {or  other  special  pur- 
pose).  O.  P., 

Attorney  for  defendaids  for  the  purposes  of  this  motion  only. 
{Address) 

To  J.  A.,  Esq., 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorn^. 

Section  3.  Bight  to  appear.  The  right  of  a  defendant  to 
appear  in  any  action  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  claim 
made  against  him  in  the  complaint,  and  the  character  of  the 
relief  demanded,  rather  than  on  the  will  of  the  pl&intiff.  Thus, 
a  person  named  as  a  defendant,  and  against  whom  a  judgment 
is  prayed  by  the  complaint,  has  a  right  to  appear  and  answer, 
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alihougli  not  served  with  a  summons,  and  althoxigli  the  defense 
interposed  is  infancy.  Stggins  v.  FreeToan^  2  Buer,  650  ;  Wei- 
lington  v.  Classon^  18  How.  10 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  175  ;  Rogers  v. 
McLane^  11  id.  440,  456. 

But  one  of  several  defendants,  who  has  not  be^i  served  with  a 
summons  or  complaint,  cannot  voluntarily  appear  uninvited  and 
unwelcome,  and  intrude  himself  upon  the  court  and  the  plaintiff 
unless  he  has  some  right  to  protect  which  renders  such  appear- 
ance necessary.  Tracy  v.  Reynolds^  7  How.  327 ;  WeUingUm 
V.  Classon^  18  id.  10 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  175 ;  Waierhury  Manvfac- 
twring  Company  v.  Krouse^  1  Hilt.  560 ;  S.  C,  9  Abb.  175,  note. 

Section  4.  Effect  of  appearance.  A  voluntary  appearance  of 
a  defendant  is  equivalent  to  the  personal  service  of  a  summons 
upon  him.  Code,  §  139  ;  and,  after  such  appearance,  the  court 
acquires  fall  jurisdiction  for  all  purposes  whatsoever.  A  gen- 
eral appearance  is  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
that  he  has  been  regularly  brought  into  court ;  that  the  sum- 
mons and  its  service  were  regular ;  and  that  the  court  into  which 
he  is  brought  has  jurisdiction  of  his  person.  Carpenter  v.  New 
TorJc  and  New  Haven  Railroad  Company ^  11  How.  481 ;  ie  Sage 
V.  Oreat  Western  Railway  Company^  1  Daly,  306 ;  Murray  v. 
VakderMlt^  39  Barb.  140 ;  Sprague  v.  Irwin^  27  How.  51 ;  Dix 
V.  Palmer,  6  id.  283  ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  214. 

By  appearing  in  an  action  the  defendant  acquires  the  right  to 
a  notice  of  every  subsequent  step  in  the  action,  and  even  if  he 
has  no  defense  to  interpose,  he  acquires  the  substantial  advan- 
tage of  supervising  all  the  proceedings  of  his  adversary.  In  an 
action  on  contract  for  money  only,  when  the  complaint  is  un- 
verified, he  is  entitled  to  five  days'  notice  of  the  asi^ssment  of 
damages  before  the  clerk.  In  actions  commenced  by  a  summons 
under  the  secpnd  subdivision  of  section  129,  if  the  defendant  has 
appeared  before  the  time  for  answering  has  expired,  he  is  en- 
titled to  eight  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  application 
to  the  court  for  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint.  Code, 
§246. 

In  all  cases  where  a  notice  of  appearance  has  been  given,  the 
defendant  is  entitled  to  due  notice  of  the  taxation  of  costs. 
Code,  §  311 ;  Elson  v.  New  TorJc  Equitable  Insurance  Com- 
panys  2  Code*R.  30. 

Section  5.  What  irregularities  are  waived  by  appearance.  A 
general  appearance  in  an  action  waives  all  irregularities  in  the 
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summons  and  its  service,  and  even  waives  tlie  want  of  any  ser- 
vice whatever.  Murray  v.  VaTiderhiU^  89  Barb.  140 ;  Oossling 
V.  Brodch^  1  Hilt.  49  ;  Sprague  v.  Irwin^  27  How.  51 ;  Flynn  v. 
Hudson  River  Railroad  Company^  6  id.  308 ;  S.  C,  10  N.  Y. 
Leg.  Obs.  158 ;  Dix  v.  Palmer,  5  How.  233 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  214. 

It  also  waives  all  irregularities  in  affidavits  in  an  action  of  re- 
plevin ;  so  in  actions  for  a  penalty  created  or  given  by  statute 
the  omission  of  the  special  indorsement  will  be  cured  by  a 
general  appearance.  Hyde  v.  PaMerson^  1  Abb.  248 ;  Sprague 
V.  Irwin,  27  How.  51. 

A  general  appearance  also  waives  all  objection  to  jurisdiction 
arising  from  the  service  of  process  outside  of  the  limits  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court.    Smith  v.  Dipeer,  2  Code  R.  70. 

Section  6.  What  defects  are  not  waived  by  appearance.  There 
may  be  some  defects  in  the  proceedings  of  the  plaintiff  that  no 
appearance  by  the  defendant  can  waive.  These  are  defects  of  a 
more  serious  nature  than  the  mere  informalities  that  are  usually 
comprehended  in  the  term  'irregularities." 

Thus,  a  general  appearance  by  the  defendant  will  waive  a  de- 
fect in  the  form  of  a  summons,  or  an  irregularity  in  its  mode  of 
service,  or  a  defect  arising  from  a  variance  between  the  sum- 
mons and  complaint,  if  both  are  served  together ;  but  it  will  not 
waive  a  defect  arising  from  a  variance  between  such  process  and 
pleading  when  separately  served.  Brown  v*  Eaton,  37  How. 
325  ;  Yoorhiea  v.  Scofidd,  7  id.  51 ;  Skafer  v.  Humphrey,  15  id. 
564 ;  Wehb  v.  Mott,  6  id.  439.  And  it  is  a  general  rule  that, 
while  a  general  appearance  will  waive  any  irregularity  that  has 
preceded  such  appearance,  it  will  not  waive  an  irregularity  not 
apparent  or  in  existence  at  that  time.  lb.  But  waiver  by  ap- 
pearance does  not  depend  upon  the  knowledge,  or  want  of 
knowledge,  of  the  party  so  appearing.  It  depends  rather  upon 
the  existence  of  the  defect  prior  to  such  appearance.  Coppernoll 
V.  Ketcham,  56  Barb.  Ill ;  Wright  v.  Jeffrey,  5  Cow.  15  ;  Pix- 
ley  V.  WincheU,  7  id.  366. 

No  appearance  by  the  defendant  can  waive  a  jurisdictional  de- 
fect relating  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  action.  Harriott  v. 
Neio  Jersey  Railroad  Company,  2  Hilt.  262 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  284. 
While  consent  may  confer  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  the 
defendants,  it  cannot  confer  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter. 
King  v.  Poole,  36  Barb.  242 ;  Dudley  v.  Mayhew,  3  N.  Y.  (3 

Corast.)  9 ;  Coffin  v.  Tracy,  3  Caines,  129. 
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Thus,  if  parties  by  consent  submit  a  cause  of  action  to  a  State 
court  for  adjudication,  when  the  subject  of  the  action  is  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts,  as,  in  case  of  a 
cause  of  action  arising  from  an  infringement  of  a  patent  right, 
such  submission  and  consent  will  not  give  such  State  court  juris- 
diction, lb. ;  ante^  45. 

And,  in  all  cases  where  it  is  said  that  a  general  appearance 
waives  even  an  objection  to  void  process,  it  must  not  be  under- 
stood that  such  appearance  renders  a  void  process  valid,  but 
that  it  renders  aU  process  unnecessary.  Code,  §  139 ;  Carpenter 
V.  Nevi  TorJc  &  New  Haven  Mail/road  Company^  11  How.  481. 

A  restricted  or  limited  appearance,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  irregularities  in  the  proceedings,  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  cannot  be  construed  as  a  waiver  of  any  defect 
therein.  Seymour  v.  Judd^  2  N.  T.  (2  Comst.)  464 ;  Ballard  v. 
Burr  owes  J  2  Rob.  206.  But,  on  such  appearance,  the  notice  of 
motion  should  be  signed  by  the  moving  party  as  "  attorney  for 
this  motion  only,"  and  the  motion  being  made,  the  defendant 
should  withdraw.  See  Mahaney  v.  Penman^  1  Abb.  34  ;  S.  C, 
4  Duer,  603 ;  Freeman  v.  Toung^  3  Rob.  666 ;  Cooley  v.  Law- 
rence^ 5  Duer,  605 ;  S.  C,  12  How.  176.  But  if  the  objection  is 
taken  by  an  answer  which  simply  sets  up  the  lack  of  jurisdic- 
tion, the  mere  subscription  to  the  pleading  will  not  be  such  an 
appearance  as  to  waive  any  objection  to  jurisdiction.  Sullivan 
V.  Frazee^  4  Rob.  616 ;  Avery  v.  Slacks  17  Wend.  85. 


ARTICLE    II. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PAPERS  SEEVED. 

Section  1.  Defects  in  the  summons  or  its  service.  The  first 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  after  he  has  been  served 
with  a  summons,  should  be  to  carefully  examine  all  papers 
served,  and  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  regularity  of  every  step  in 
the  plaintiff's  proceedings.  This  must  be  done  before  he 
waives,  by  a  general  appearance,  any  right  to  object  to  defects 
in  the  form  or  the  manner  of  service.  This  examination  should 
not  cease  with  the  discovery  of  one  or  more  defects.  It 
frequently  happens  that  the  careful  practitioner  can  detect 
several  irregularities  in  the  same  proceedings,  and  at  his 
option,   can  elect  between  the  several  remedies   that  would 
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reach  these  defects ;  and  the  importance  of  a  careful  scrutiny, 
that  shall  inclu^  every  error,  will  be  readily  seen  in  connection 
with  the  rule* of  practice,  that  the  plaintiff  must  include  in  his 
motion  a  demand  for  all  the  relief  to  which  he  is  entitled  at  the 
time  of  making  the  motion,  or  he  will  waive  all  defects  previously 
existing,  and  not  so  included.  DesTnond  v.  Wolfy  1  Code  R.  49  ; 
S.  C,  6  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  389 ;  Mills  v.  Thursby,  11  How.  114. 
See  People  v.  W  Cumber,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  315. 

Notice  of  Motion  to  set  aside  Summons. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Sib  :  Take  notice,  that  I  shall  move  this  court  at  a  special 
term,  to  be  held  at  the  ,  in  the  ,  on  the  day  of  , 
18  ,  to  set  aside  the  summons  and  all  subsequent  proceedings 
in  this  action,  on  the  ^ound  that  (state  grounds  of  motion),  with 
costs,  or  for  such  other  or  further  relief  as  to  the  court  may 
seem  just  A.  Z., 

Attorney  for  defendants  for  the  purpose  of 
To  B.  Y.,  this  motion  only. 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney.  {Address. ) 

Section  %.  Authority  of  plaintiff's  attorney.  As  a  general 
rule,  when  an  attorney  appears  for  a  plaintiff  in  an  action,  a  re- 
tainer will  be  presumed,  and  the  authority  of  the  attorney  to 
appear  and  represent  his  client  will  pass  undisputed.  Harml- 
ton  V.  Wright,  37  N.  Y.  (10  Tiff.)  502 ;  S.  C,  5  Trans.  App.  1. 
And  where  there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  or  character  of  the 
proceedings  indicative  of  fraud,  the  court  will  not,  in  the  pre- 
liminary stages  of  a  suit,  compel  a  respectable  and  responsi- 
ble attorney  to  show  his  authority.  Republic  of  Mexico  v. 
Arrangois,  1  Abb.  437 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  5  Duer,  643.  See  S.  C. 
again,  11  How.  1 ;  3  Abb.  470.  But  when  there  are  numerous 
parties  plaintiff  in  an  action,  many  of  whom  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  known  to  the  defendant,  and  whose  existence  even 
is  uncertain,  the  defendant  may  demand,  not  only  the  authority 
of  the  attorney  to  appear  for  the  plaintiffs,  but  also  that  he  shall 
disclose  the  full  christian  name  of  such  plaintiffs  respectively, 
and  even  the  number  of  the  street  of  the  city  where  they  reside 
and  their  several  occupations.  Ninety-nine  Plaintiffs  v.  Van- 
derbiUy  1  Abb.  193  ;  S.  C,  4 Duer,  632 ;  10  How.  324.  It  may  be 
doubted  if  a  defendant  can,  except  in  actions  of  ejectment, 
demand  the  production  of  the  authority  of  the  plaintiff  as  a 
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matter  of  strict  right.  It  is  rather  an  appeal  to  the  discretion  of 
the  court.  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Exdbe  V.  Pwrdy,  22 
How.  606 ;  S.  C,  36  Barb.  266 ;  13  Abb.  434 ;  Thayer  v.  Lewis, 
4  Denio,  269  ;  M^  Alexander  v.  Wright,  3  Monroe,  189.  See 
ClarJc  V.  HoUiday,  9  Miss.  711 ;  (Hllespi^  s  Case,  3  Terger,  325. 
It  is  not  often  that,  in  addition  to  the  production  of  the  plaintiff's 
authority,  the  court  wiU  require  the  residence  and  occupation  of 
the  party  plaintiff.  Usually  this  requirement  is  confined  to  qui 
tam  actions  and  actions  of  ejectment,  because  it  is  only  in  such 
cases  that  the  defendant  is  generally  ignorant  of  the  name  and 
occupation  of  the  plaintiff.  The  order  was,  however,  made  in  the 
case  of  an  assault,  where  the  defendant  could  not  ascertain  who 
the  plaintiff  was.  Johnson  v.  Birley,  5  Bam.  and  Aid.  640 ;  S. 
C,  1  Dow.  and  Ryl.  174.  And  a  similar  order  was  made  in  an 
action  for  libel,  brought  by  three  plaintiffs  who  were  unknown  to 
the  defendant.  Worton  v.  Smith,  6  Moore,  110.  So  where  an  infant 
sued  by  guardian,  the  attorney  was  required  to  give  the  guardian' s 
residence  or  abode.  Tomlin  v.  BrooTces,  1  Wils.  246.  The  order 
was  refused  when  the  object  of  the  application  was  to  obtain  the 
arrest  of  the  plaintiff.  Harris  v.  Holler,  7  D.  and  L.  319.  And  also 
where  the  application  was  delayed  until  after  verdic^  Hooper  v. 
Har court,  1  H.  Bla.  634.  By  the  English  statutes  a  refusal  to 
comply  with  the  order  is  a  contempt  of  court.  An  order  staying 
p^ceedings  until  the  order  is  complied  with  will,  however,  be 
sufficient  to  enforce  compliance,  or  at  least  protect  the  defend- 
ant' s  rights.  In  actions  of  ejectment  the  statute  requires  that 
the  attorney  shall  appear  by  virtue  of  a  written  authority.  In 
actions  of  this  character  a  demand  for  the  production  of  this 
authority  will  always  be  proper.  McDermott  v.  Davison,  1 
How.  194. 

The  statute  expressly  provides  that  the  defendant  may,  at  any 
time  before  pleading,  apply  to  the  court  or  a  judge,  to  compel 
the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  to  produce  his  authority  for  com- 
mencing the  action.  The  application  must  be  accompanied  by 
an  affidavit  of  the  defendant,  to  the  effect  that  he  has  not  been 
served  with  any  proof  of  the  authority  of  the  attorney  to  use  the 
names  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  action.  Upon  this  application  the 
court  must  grant  an  order  for  the  production  of  such  authority, 
and  for  a  stay  of  all  proceedings  until  the  same  shall  be  pro- 
duced. 2  R.  S.  305  (314),  §  19 ;  Harris  v.  Mason,  10  Wend. 
568.    This  statute  also  applies  to  suits  under  the  Code  to  recover 
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land.  Howard  v.  Howard^  11  How.  80.  But  in  qui  tarn 
actions,  the  defendant  has  no  right  to  object  that  the  action  is 
brought  in  the  name  of  the  nominal  plaintiff  without  his  consent. 
This  objection  can  be  raised  by  such  plaintiff  alone.  Board  of 
CommissioTieTS  of  Excise  v;  Purdy^  36  Barb.  266 ;  S.  C,  13  Abb. 
434 ;  22  How.  506  ;  Thayer  v.  Lewis^  4  Denio,  269  ;  Pomroy  v. 
Sperry^  16  How.  211. 

Affidavit  on  which  to  mote  for  dn  order  to  produce  authority. 

(TiUe  of  cause. ^ 

\  Venue.) 

T.  Z.,  one  the  defendants  in  this  action,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  that  he  has  not,  nor  has  his  att<3rney,  been  served  with 
proof  in  any  way  of  the  authority  of  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff 
in  this  action  to  sue  in  the  name  of  the  said  plaintiff,  stated  in 
the  summons  and  complaint. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Order  to  Produce  Authority. 
{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Y.  Z.,  and  on 
motion  of  R.  S. ,  his  attorney. 

Ordered  :  That  O.  P.,  acting  as  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in 
this  cause,  do  forthwith  produce  to  this  court,  at  ,  on 

the  day  of  ,  ,  his  authority  for  commenciujg  this 

action  in  the  name  of  the  plaintiff,  and  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
action  are  hereby  stayed  until  the  same  be  produced. 

Authority  of  Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 

I  hereby  request  and  authorize  O.  P.,  of  ,  as  my  attor- 

ney, to  bring  an  action  in  the  courts  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  my  name,  to  recover  possession  of  {designate  the  real  property 
in  question),  with  fuU  power  to  prosecute  the  same. 

{Bate.)  {Signature.) 

Attorney's  Affidavit  of  Authority. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
{Venue.) 

0.  P.,  of  ,  attorney  at  law,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that 

he  has  written  authority  from  A.  B. ,  the  plaintiff  in  this  action, 
to  bring  such  action,  of  which  authority  the  annexed  is  a  copy  ; 
that  the  said  writing  was  duly  signed  and  delivered  to  this 
deponent  by  the  plamtiff  (or  set  forth  how  the  same  came  into 
his  possession). 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 
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Notice  of  Attornej/s  Authority. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Sir  :  Take  notice^  that  the  within  is  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  of 
the  plaintiff '  s  attorney  herein,  showing  his  authority  to  bring 
this  action. 

(pate.)  (Signature.) 

To  R.  S.,  Esq., 

DefendarW  s  Attorney. 

Section  3.  Bemoral  to  United  States  court.  In  actions  where 
the  State  and  federal  courts  have  concurrent  jurisdiction,  the 
defendant  may,  at  the  time  of  entering  an  appearance  in  a  State 
court,  file  a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  into 
the  next  United  States  circuit  court.  This  right  is  granted  only 
in  actions  against  aliens,  or  by  a  citizen, of  one  State  against  a  citi- 
zen of  another ;  and  only  when  the  value  of  the  matter  in  dispute 
exceeds  $500.  See  Removal  to  United  States  Courts,  arde^  266  to 
278.  Before  making  the  application,  the  defendant's  attorney 
should  serve  a  notice  of  retainer,  file  and  enter  the  same 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  rule  14  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
at  the  same  time  file  his  petition  for  a  removal  of  the  cause.  He 
may  then  apply  to  the  court  at  special  term  for  an  order  of 
removal.  Bristol  v.  Chapman^  34  How.  140.  Notice  must  be 
given  of  the  application.  lb. 

Section  4.  Removal  to  other  courts.  Actions  commenced  in 
the  county  court  may,  before  trial,  be  removed  into  the  supreme 
court  on  special  motion  and  for  good  cause  shown,  ante^  399, 
400.  On  such  removal  being  made  the  supreme  court  has  power 
to  change  the  venue  or  place  of  trial.     Laws  of  1870,  ch.  467. 

Whenever  the  right  to  remove  the  action  to  another  court 
exists,  the  expediency  of  such  a  course  should  receive  a  carefol 
consideration  before  it  is  too  late  to  profit  by  it. 


ARTICLE  in. 

SETTIXO  ASIDB  PROVISIONAL  REMEDY. 

Section  1.  Discharge  firom  arrest.  If  the  defendant  has  been 
arrested  in  a  civil  action  he  may,  at  any  time  before  judgment, 
move  to  vacate  the  order  or  reduce  the  amount  of  bail.  Code, 
§  204.  If  the  application  is  made  to  the  judge  who  granted  the 
order,  the  motion  may  be  ex  parte^  and  at  chambers.  Code, 
§  324.    In  other  cases  it  must  be  on  eight  days'  notice.    Code, 
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§  402.  As  to  the  practice  in  procuring  a  discharge  from  arrest, 
see  Arrest  and  Bail.     Code,  §§  204,  205. 

The  neglect  of  the  plaintiflF's  attorney  to  file  the  undertaking 
upon  which  the  order  was  granted,  with  the  approval  of  the  judge 
or  justice  taking  the  same  properly  indorsed  upon  it,  will  be  a 
sufficient  ground  for  making  a  motion  to  vacate  the  order.  Bule 
5,  Supreme  Court ;  NeweU  v.  Doran^  21  How.  427. 

Section  2.  Yacating  attachment.  Whenever  a  warrant  of  at- 
tachment has  been  improperly  issued  against  the  property  of 
the  defendant,  he  should  move  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
discharge  the  attachment.  If  the  defects  in  the  plaintiff's  pro- 
ceedings  amounf  to  an  irregularity  only,  delay  will  be  fiital  to 
the  motion.  Lawrence  v.  Jones^  16  Abb.  110.  See  Strang  v. 
8tr(mg,  4  Rob.  621 ;  8.  C,  1  Abb.  N.  8.  233.  But  the  rule  that 
a  motion  to  discharge  an  attachment,  founded  upon  an  alleged 
irregularity,  must  be  made  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  does  not 
apply  to  motions  for  relief  affecting  a  substantial  right.  Bowen 
V.  Mrst  National  Bank  of  Medina^  84  How.  408 ;  Swezey  v. 
BartUU,  3  Abb.  N.  8.  444. 

Section  3.  Bissolving  injunction.  An  injunction  may  be  dis- 
solved either  before  or  after  answering,  and  at  any  time  before 
trial.  The  application  may  be  made  upon  the  complaint  and 
the  affidavit  on  which  the  injunction  was  granted,  or  upon  affi- 
davits on  the  part  of  the  defendant  Code,  §  226.  Whenever  an 
injunction  is  working,  or  is  liable  to  work,  serious  injury  to  the 
.property  or  business  of  the  defendant,  and  immediate  relief  is 
indispensable  to  prevent  great  loss,  an  immediate  application 
should  be  made  to  the  court  or  judge  for  an  order  dissolving  the 
injunction.  The  motion  may  be  made  upon  an  answer  denying 
the  equities  of  the  complaint,  or  upon  aJBSdavits  alleging  a  dis- 
regard of  the  requirements  of  rule  6  of  the  supreme  court. 
Secor  V.  Weed^  7  Rob.  67 ;  Johnson  v.  Ca^ey^  28  How.  492 ;  S.  C, 
3  Rob.  710.     See  Injunction. 

Section  4.  Return  of  goods  in  replevin.  Where  the  goods  of 
the  defendant  have  been  taken  in  an  action  of  replevin,  the  de- 
fendant may  require  their  return  to  him  at  any  time  within  three 
days  from  the  taking  of  the  goods  and  the  service  of  the  notice 
upon  the  defendant.  Code,  §  211.'  If  the  defendant  elects  to 
claim  a  return  of  his  goods,  he  should  prepare  his  undertaking, 
and  make  his  demand  without  delay.  For  the  practice  in  such 
cases  see  Replevin,  post 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

GEKEBAL  PBELIMINABIES. 

Section  1.  Bemand  of  copy  of  complaint. '  The  defendant  being 
satisfied  that  all  the  precautionary  measnres  necessary  to  protect 
his  rights  have  been  taken,  his  next  step  in  the  action  should  be 
to  demand  a  copy  of  the  complaint  if  it  has  not  already  been 
served.  This  demand  must  be  made  within  twenty  days  from 
the  personal  service  of  the  summons.  Code,  §  130.  The  de- 
mand must  be  made  jn  writing,  and  generally  is  included  in 
the  notice  of  appearance  or  retainer.  See  Walsh  v.  Kuraheedtj 
8  Abb.  418.  If  the  demand  is  served  personally,  the  plaintiff 
has  twenty  days  in  which  to  serve  his  complaint ;  but  if  service 
is  made  by  mail,  double  time  must  be  allowed.  Code,  §  412. 
See  Demand  of  Complaint,  ante^  503  to  606. 

Section  2.  Dismissal  for  non-serTice.  If  the  plaintiff  neglects 
to  serve  the  complaint  within  the  proper  time,  the  defendant 
should  move  for  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint  with  costs  under 
section  274  of  the  Code.  The  effect  of  non-service  of  the  com- 
plaint after  due  demand  has  been  discussed  in  connection  with 
the  summons.  The  practice  upon  a  motion  to  obtain  a  dismissal 
of  the  complaint  will  be  discussed  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Section  3.  Ouardian  for  infant  defendant.  Whenever  an  action 
is  commenced  against  an  infant,  a  guardian  ad  litem  must  in  all 
cases  be  appointed  before  answering.  Code,  §  116 ;  Kellogg 
v.  Klock^  2  Code  R.  29 ;  Fairweather  v.  SaUerlyy  7  Rob.  546 ; 
McMurray  v.  McMurray^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  316.  The  infant  upon 
whom  a  summons  has  been  served  may,  if  he  chooses,  appear 
and  answer  in  person,  and  allow  judgment  to  be  entered  and  ex- 
ecution to  be  issued  against  him.  But  he  cannot,  by  any  partici- 
pation in  the  proceedings,  so  far  waive  the  defect  in  the  manner  of 
his  appearance  as  to  bind  himself  by  his  answer  and  the  trial 
under  it  if  he  elects  not  to  be  bound.  Boylen  v.  M^Avoy^  29 
How.  278.  The  rule  requiring  the  appointment  of  a  guardian 
has  its  foundation  in  the  want  of  legal  capacity  in  the  infant 
to  perform  a  valid  act  in  the  conduct  of  his  defense,  upon 
the  ground  of  a  presumed  want  of  understanding.  Kellogg  v. 
KlocJc^  2  Code  R.  29.  As  he  can  perform  no  valid  act,  he  can 
make  no  valid  waiver,  and  a  judgment  rendered  against  him 
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before  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  may  be  set  aside 
whether  the  cause  of  action  arose  on  contract  or  was  founded  in 
tort.  The  application  to  vacate  the  judgment  ought,"  however, 
to  be  made  within  two  years  after  the  entry  of  the  judgment,  or 
after  the  disability  has  ceased.  Fairweather  v.  SaUerly^  7  Rob. 
546 ;  McMurray  v.  McMurray^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  316 ;  BoyUn  v. 
M^Avoy^  29  How.  278 ;  Camp  v.  Bennett^  16  Wend.  48 ;  Oosling 
V.  Acker,  2  Hill,  391 ;  I)e  Witt  v.  Post,  11  Johns.  460. 

Application  for  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  may 
be  made  to  the  court  in  which  the  action  is  prosecuted,  to  a  judge 
thereof,  or  a  county  judge.  Code,  §  116.  The  application 
should  not  be  made  until  the  action  has  been  commenced  hy 
the  service  of  a  summons.  Glover  v.  Haws,  19  Abb.  161,  n.  If 
the  application  is  made  within  twenty  days  after  the  service  of 
the  summons,  it  must  be  made  by  the  infant  himself,  if  of  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  or  over ;  but,  if  he  be  under  that  age  and 
he  neglects  to  so  apply,  then  the  application  may  be  made  by 
any  other  party  to  the  action,  or  by  a  relative  or  Mend  of  the 
infant.  Code,  §  116.  This  provision  of  the  Code  was  intended 
for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the  infant,  to  secure  him  the 
opportunity  of  having  a  guardian  of  his  own  selection  by  giving 
him  twenty  days  after  the  service  of  the  summons,  in  which  no 
other  person  could  apply.  After  that  time  the  relative  or  friend 
of  the  infant  may  make  the  application,  but,  until  such  applica- 
tion is  made,  the  infant  is  still  at  liberty  to  apply.  McConnell 
V.  AdaTOS,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  114 ;  S.  C,  3  Sandf.  728.  No  guardian 
can  be  appointed  for  an  infant  over  fourteen  years  of  age  with- 
out the  infant' s  consent,  and,  when  the  application  is  made  on 
the  infant' s  own  petition,  the  court  must  still  be  satisfied  that  the 
nomination  is  voluntary.  E.  B.  v.  E.  C.  B.,  28  Barb.  899  ;  S. 
C,  8  Abb.  44.  When  the  application  is  not  made  by  the  infant, 
notice  must  be  first  given  to  his  general  or  testamentary  guar- 
dian if  he  has  one  within  the  State,  or,  if  he  has  none,  then  to  the 
infant  himself  if  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  or  if  under  that  age 
and  within  the  State,  to  the  person  with  whom  such  infant  re- 
sides. And  in  actions  for  the  partition  of  real  property  or  for 
the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  or  other  instrument,  when  an 
infant  defendant  resides  out  of  this  State,  or  is  temporarily  ab- 
sent therefrom,  the  plaintiff  may  apply  to  the  court  in  which 
the  action  is  pending,  at  any  special  term,  and  will  be  entitled  to 

an  order  designating  some  suitable  person  to  be  the  guardian 
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for  the  infant  defendant,  for  the  purposes  of  the  action,  unless 
the  infant  or  some  one  in  his  behalf,  within  a  number  of  days 
after  the  service  of  a  copy  of  the  order,  which  number  of  days 
shall  be  specified  in  the  said  order,  shall  procure  to  be  ap- 
pointed a  guardian  for  the  Baid  infant,  and  the  court  shall  give 
special  directions  in  the  order  for  the  manner  of  the  service 
thereof,  which  may  be  upon  the  infant. 

And  in  case  an  infant  defendant,  having  an  interest  in  the 
event  of  the  action,  shall  reside  in  any  State  with  which  there 
shall  not  be  a  regular  communication  by  maU,  on  such  fact 
satisfactorily  appearing  to  the  court,  the  court  may  appoint  a 
guardian  ad  litem  for  such  absent  infant  party,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  right  of  such  infant  in  said  action,  and  on  such 
guardian  ad  litem  process,  pleadings  and  notices  in  the  action 
may  be  served  in  the  like  manner  as  upon  a  party  residing  in 
this  State.    Code,  §  116. 

No  person  will  be  appointed  guardian  ad  litem^  either  on  the 
application  of  the  infant  or  otherwise,  unless  he  be  the  general 
guardian  of  such  infant,  or  is  fully  competent  to  understand  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  infant,  and  who  has  no  interests  adverse 
to  that  of  the  infant,  and  is  not  connected  in  business  with  the 
attorney  or  counsel  of  the  adverse  party.  And  no  person  will 
be  appointed  such  guardian  who  is  not  shown  by  affidavit  to  be 
of  sufficient  ability  to  answer  to  the  infant  for  any  damage  which 
may  be  sustained  by  reason  of  his  negligence  or  misconduct  in 
the  defense  or  prosecution  of  the  suit.  Rule  61,  Supreme  Court. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  attorney  or  officer  of  the  court  to  act  as 
the  guardian  of  an  infant  defendant  in  any  suit  or  proceeding 
against  him,  whenever  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  an  order 
of  the  supreme  court.  And  it  is  the  duty  of  such  guardian  to 
examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  so  far  as  to  enable 
him  to  make  the  proper  defense  when  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  infant.  He  Is  entitled  to  such  compen- 
sation for  his  services  as  the  court  may  deem  reasonable.  But 
no  order  allowing  compensation  to  guardians  ad  litem  will  be 
made,  except  upon  an  affidavit  to  be  made  by  such  guardian,  if 
an  attorney  of  the  court,  or,  if  otherwise,  upon  the  affidavit  of 
the  attorney  who  has  acted  in  the  matter  in  behalf  of  such  guar- 
dian, showing  that  he  has  examined  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  has,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  rights  of  his  ward,  and  that  such  guardian  has 
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taken  all  the  steps  necessary  for  the  protection  of  such  rights,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  as  he  believes,  stating  what  has 
been  done  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights  of 
his  watd.    Rule  62,  Supreme  Court. 

No  guardian  ad  litem  for  an  infant  party,  unless  he  has  ^ven 
security  to  the  infetnt  according  to  law,  shall,  as  such  guardian, 
receive  any  money  or  property  belonging  to  such  infant,  or 
which  may  be  awarded  to  him  in  the  suit,  except  such  costs  and 
expenses  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  court  to  the  guardian  out  of 
the  fund,  or  recovered  by  the  infant  in  the  suit.  Bule  63,  Su- 
preme Court 

Petition  for  the  AppoiTdment  qf  a  guardian  for  an  Infant 

Defendant.    {By  Infant. ) 

{Title  of  cause.) 

To  the  Hon.  ,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  court. 

The  petition  of  Y.  Z.,  one  of  the  defendants  above  named, 
respectfully  shows : 

L  That  an  action  has  been  commenced  against  your  petitioner 
in  this  court  for  {state  object  of  the  action). 

U.  That  your  petitioner  is  an  infant  of  the  a^e  of  years, 
on  the  day  of  last,  and  resides  with  at 

,  and  that  is  his  general  guardian. 

III.  That  twenty  days  have  not  elapsed  since  the  service  of  the 
summons  upon  the  petitioner.  Wherefore  your  petitioner  asks 
that  Gt.  H.  maj  be  appointed  his  guardian  ad  lilemy  to  appear 
and  defend  said  action  in  his  behau. 

( Signature.) 

For  the  form  of  the  verification  by  the  infant ;  the  consent  by 
the  proposed  guardian,  and  the  affidavit  of  competency,  see  ante, 
486  to  490. 

Petition  by  Friend  of  IvfarU  Dtfendant 

{Title  of  cause.) 

To  the  Hon.  ,  one  of  the  iustices  of  the  court. 

The  petition  of  C  D.  resnectfully  shows : 

I.  That  the  above-entitlea  action  has  been  commenced  by  the 
service  of  a  summons  upon  Y.  Z.  (one  of  the  defendants  above 
named}. 
«  II.  That  the  object  of  the  action  is  {staie  the  object). 

in.  That  the  defendant  Y.  Z.  is  an  infant  of  the  age  of 
years,  on  the  day  of  last,  {^  over  fourteen  add), 

and  has  neglected  to  apply  for  the  appomtment  of  a  guardian 
ad  litem  in  this  action.     That  he  resides  with  the  petitioner, 
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who  is  his  (and  that  he  has  no  general  euardian).    Where- 

fore your  petitioner  asks  that  a  gaardian  aa  litem  be  appointed 
to  appear  and  defend  said  action  on  behalf  of  the  infaht. 

{Signature.) 

{Add  YerificoMoUj  Consent  of  Guardian  and  Affidavit  of 
Competency).    See  ante^  486  to  490. 

Order  Appointing  a  Guardian. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {At  special  term^  etc.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  petition  of  Y.  Z.,  for  the 
appointment  of  ,  as  his  guardian  ad  litem^  with  the  con- 

sent of  said  ,  and  it  being  made  satisfactorily  to  appear  (to 

the  court)  that  said  is  a  competent  and  responsible  person. 

Ordered  :  That  he  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed  guardian  ad 
litem  of  Y.  Z. ,  infant  defendant  above-named,  and  auuiorized  and 
directed  to  appear  and  defend  on  his  behalf  the  action  mentioned 
therein. 

Notice  to  Defendant  or  Guardian  of  an  application  hy  the 
plaintiff  for  the  appointment  of  a  Guardian  for  an  Infant 
Defendant. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Sir  :  Please  take  notice^  that  unless  you  procure  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  guardian  ad  litem^  to  appear  and  defend  this  action  on 
your  behalf,  within  twenty  days  from  the  service  of  this  sum- 
mons herein  upon  you  (or,  unless  the  defendant  Y.  Z.  procures 
the  apj)ointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem,  to  appear  and  defend 
this  action  on  his  behan,  within  twenty  days  from  the  day 

of  >  18    ,  the  date  of  the  service  of  the  summons  herein 

upon  him),  an  application  will  be  made  to  this  court,  at  a  special 
term  thereof,  to  be  held  (or  to  the  Hon.  ,  ete.),  on  the 

day  of  J  18    J  at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 

for  an  order  appointing  some  suitable  and  competent  person 
guardian  ad  liwra  for  you  (or  /or  said  defendant),  and  authoriz- 
mg  and  directing  him  to  appear  and  defend  the  above-entitled 
action  in  your  behalf  (or  in  behalf  of  said  defendant  Y.  Z.),  and 
for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

(Date.)  {Signature.) 

(Address.) 

Proof  of  Service  of  Notice  of  Motion. 

(TiMe  of  cause.) 

( Vemie.)  • 

A.  B. ,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  the  managing  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  plamtiff 
in  this  action  ;  that  on  day  of  ,  18    ,  at  , 

he  served  a  notice,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  copy,  upon  Gt.  H., 
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the  general  {pr  testamentary)  guardian  within  this  State,  of  the 
in&nt  therein  named  (or,  that  the  infant  therein  named  was 
over  fourteen  years  of  age  on  the  day  of  >  18    ,  and 

then  had  no  general  or  testamentary  guardian  within  this  State), 
and  that  on  the  day  of  ,  at  ,  this  depo- 

nent served  a  notice,  of  wmch  the  annexed  is  a  copy,  on  said 
infant  by  delivering  the  same  to  him  personally  (or,  that  said 
infant  is  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  residing  within  this 
State,  with  W.  Z.,  his  mother,  at  ,  and  that  on  the  day 
of  ,  deponent  served  a  notice,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed, on  said  W.  Z. ,  by  delivering  the  same  to  her  personally). 
n.  Deponent  farther  says,  that  twenty  davs  have  elapsed 
since  the  qprvice  of  such  notice,  but  said  infant  has  not  appeared 
and  no  application  has  been  made  by  him  or  in  his  behalf,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem^  to  the  best  of  this  deponent' s 
knowledge  and  belief. 

(Jurat.)  {Signaiure,) 

Order  of  AppointTneTvt  on  DefendanPa  Failure  to  Apply. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filine  the  annexed  notice,  proof  of  service,  and 
of  no  application  on  tne  part  of  the  defendant  for  the  appoint- 
ment or  a  guardian  ad  citem,  and  on  motion  of  , 
counsel  for  tneplaintiff, 

Ordered  :  That  be  and  herebj  is  appointed  guar- 

dian ad  litem  of  the  infant  defendant  Y.  Z.  m  this  action,  and  is 
authorized  and  directed  to  appear  and  defend  the  same  on  his 
behalf  as  such  guardian. 

Petition  by  the  Plaintiff  to  procure  the  Appointment  of  a 

Guardian  for  an  Infant  Defendant. 

{TitU  of  cause.) 

The  petition  of  A.  B.  (attorney  for),  the  plaintiff  in  this  action, 
shows : 

I.  That  this  action  was  commenced  for  {state  the  object  of  the 
actianX 

II.  That  the  summons  herein  has  been  served  on  the  defendant 
Y.  Z.,  as  appears  by  the  summons  and  proof  of  service  hereto 
annexed. 

III.  That  the  defendant  is  an  infant  of       years  of  age,  on  the 
day  of       last,  and  that  (although  twenty  days  have  elapsed 

since  tne  service  of  the  summons  upon  him)  he  has  neglected  to 
apply  for  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  (xd  litem  in  this  action. 

IV .  That  the  said  infant  resides  with  ,  at  , 
and  has  not,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  information  of  this 
deponent,  any  general  or  testamentary  guardian  in  this  State  {ar 
otherwise  as  the  case  may  be). 
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Wherefore,  the  plaintiflF  asks  that  some  suitable  and  compe- 
tent person  be  appointed  guardian  ad  litem  for  said  defendant, 
and  be  authorized  and  directed  to  appear  and  defend  the  action 
in  his  behalf,  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  may  be 
just. 

( Verification. )  {Signature.) 

Notice  of  Motion  on  Foregoing  Petition. 

{Title  of  cause.) 
To 

Take  notice  that  on  a  petition,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  on  the  summons  and  conrplaint  in  this  action,  a 
motion  will  be  made  at  a  special  term  of  this  court  tc^be  held  at 
,  in  the  city  of  ,  on  the  day  of  j  18     5  at 

o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can 
be  heard,  for  an  order  appointing  a  guardian  ad  litem  for  the 
within-named  infant  in  this  action,  and  for  such  other  and 
further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

{Date.)  {Signature.) 

Order  Appointing  Guardian. 
{Title  of  cause.)  {Caption.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  A.  B.,  dated  ,  for 

the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  herein,  for  the  defendant 
Y.  Z7,  and  proof  of  due  service  thereof,  and  on  motion  of  , 

plaintiff's  counsel : 

Ordered  :  That  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  guardian 

ad  litem  of  the  infant  defendant  Y.  Z.  in  this  action,  and  is 
authorized  and  directed  to  appear  and  defend  the  same,  on  his 
behalf,  as  such  guardian.    . 

If  the  application  is  made  ex  parte  on  the  foregoing  petition, 
the  order  may  be  in  the  following  form  : 

Order  Nisi. 

{Title  of  cause.)  {At  special  term,  etc.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  A.  B.,  dated  ,  for 

the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem,  for  the  defendant  Y. 
Z.,  and  on  motion  of  ,  plaintiff's  counsel : 

Ordered  :  That  be  appointed  guardian  ad  litem  of  the 

defendant  Y.  Z.,  unless,  within  ten  days  after  service  of  a  copy 
of  this  order  upon  him,  he  procure  a  guardian  ad  litem  to  oe 
appointed. 

On  proof  of  the  service  of  the  above  order,  and  of  the  default 
of  the  defendant  to  procure  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad 
litem,  within  the  next  ten  days  thereafter,  the  above  order  may 
be  made  absolute. 
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Order  Absolute. 
{Title  of  caiLsey  etc.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  proof  of  due  service  of  the 
order  of  the  day  of  j  18    ,  and  of  no  application  on 

the  part  of  the  defendant  for  the  aj^pointment  of  a  guardian  ad 
litem^  and  on  motion  of  ,  plaintiff's  counsel : 

Ordered  :   That  the  said  oraer  of  the  day  of  be 

made  absolute,  and  that  the  said  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 

pointed guardian  ad  litem  for  the  defendant  Y.  Z.,  and  is  au- 
morized  to  appear  and  defend  this  suit  for  him  as  such. 

Petition  for  the  Appoirdmentof  a  Ouardian  for  a  non-resident 

l7\fant  D^endant  in  Partition. 

{Title  of  cause.)        To  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  petition  of  A.  B.,  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  respectfully 
shows  lo  the  court : 

I.  That  this  action  is  now  pending  in  this  court. 

II.  That  the  action  is  brought  for  the  partition  of  real  estate 
situated  in  the  county  of  ,  and  that  the  defendant  Y.  Z.  is 
a  necessary  or  proper  party  thereto. 

III.  That  the  said  defendant  Y.  Z.  is  an  infant  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  resides  without  the  State,  at  ,  as 
the  deponent  is  informed  by  ,  and  verily  believes,  and  that 
there  is  no  r^ular  communication,  by  maU,  with  such  place  {or 
resides  without  this  State,  but  the  place  of  his  residence  is  not 
known  to  the  defendant,  and  his  residence  cannot,  on  due  in- 
quirv,  be  ascertained  by  the  petitioner,  although  he  has  dili- 
gently made  such  ing[uiry,  sUde  how). 

IV.  That  this  action  was  commenced  by  the  service  of  the 
summons  upon  (or,  that  an  order  for  the  service  of  a 
summons  upon  said  infant  by  publication  was  made  by  this 
court  on  the  day  of  ,  18  ),  and  that  the  first  publica- 
tion of  the  same  was  made  on  the  day  of 

V.  That  no  appearance  by  or  on  behalf  of  said  infant,  and  no 
application  for  an  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  by  him, 
or  on  his  behalf,  has  been  made,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent' s 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Wher^ore  the  plaintiff  asks  that  some  suitable  and  competent 
person  be  appointed  guardian  ad  litem  for  said  defendant,  and 
De  authorized  and  directed  to  appear  and  defend  the  action  in  his 
behalf,  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

( Verificaiion. )  {Signature. ) 

Order  thereon. 

{Title  cf  cause.)  {At  a  special  term^  etc.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  petition  of  A.  B.,  the  plaintiff  in  the 
above-entitied  cause,  setting  forth^  among  other  things,  that  Y. 
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Z.,  one  of  the  above-named  defendants,  is  anon-resident  infant, 
and  that  nocnardian  has  been  appointed  for  him  in  this  action ;  on 
motion  of  GK  K.,  plaintiff's  attorney, 

Ordebed  :  That  T.  S.  of  ,  be  appointed  guardian  ad 

litem  of  said  infant  defendant  for  the  purposes  of  this  action, 
unless  the  said  defendant,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf  within 
twenty  days  after  service  of  a  copy  of  this  order  in  the  manner 
herein  directed,  procure  a  guardian  ad  litem  to  be  appointed,  and 
give  notice  thereof  to  the  plaintiff's  attorney. 

It  is  further  ordered,  tnatthis  order  be  served  on  said  iafant, 
either  by  personal  service  on  with  whom  said  infant 

resides,  or  oy  depositing  a  copy  thereof  in  the  post-oflSce  at  , 
properly  inclosed  in  an  envelope,  with  postage  prepaid,  and 
directed  to  the  said  at  nis  place  oi  residence,  to  wit,  the 

town  of  '     ,  and  that  said  guardian  execute  to  the  people 

of  this  State,  and  duly  acknowledge  and  file  a  bond  in  the  pen- 
alty of  dollars,  [to  be  fixed  by  the  court]  and  with  sure- 
ties, to  be  approved  by  a  justice  of  this  court,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  discnarge  of  the  trust  committed  to  such  gjuardian,  and  to 
render  a  just  and  true  account  of  his  guardiansmp,  in  all  courts 
and  places  when  thereunto  required. 

Section  4.  Leave  to  defend.  It  may  be  necessary,  before  serv- 
ing an  answer  in  an  action,  to  obtain  leave  of  the  court  to  de- 
fend. Thus  where  a  summons  has  been  served  by  publication, 
if  the  defendant  wishes  to  defend  the  action,  he  must  first  apply 
to  the  court  for  permission.  Code,  §  135.  Upon  a  proper  appli- 
cation before  judgment,  leave  to  defend  will  be  granted  as  of 
course.  So,  where  a  wife  is  sued  jointly  with  her  husband,  she 
may  answer  separately  in  certain  cases,  as  where  the  husband' s 
interest  is  adverse  to  hers ;  or  where  she  disapproves  of  the  in- 
tended  defense ;  or  where  she  lives  separate  from  him,  or  where 
he  is  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  or  an  alien  enemy.  In 
either  case,  leave  of  the  court  must  be  first  obtained.  NewcoTnb 
V.  KeteUus^  2  Code  R.  152.  If  the  defendant  is  too  poor  to  conduct 
the  defense,  it  may  be  proper  to  apply  to  the  court  for  leave  to 
defend,  as  a  poor  person ;  under  the  English  Practice  leave  to  de- 
fend in  forma  pauperis  cannt)t  be  obtained  in  a  legal  action, 
although  it  may  be  in  a  suit  in  equity.  This  whole  question 
will,  however,  be  fully  discussed  in  one  connection  under  the 
head  with  leave  to  sue,  ante^  206  to  212. 

Section  5.  Time  to  plead.  As  a  rule,  either  party  is  allowed 
twenty  days  in  which  to  serve  a  pleading,  the  time  being  com- 
puted from  the  date  of  the  service  of  the  pleading  calling  for  such 
answer  or  reply.     Code,   §§  143,   153.    When  the  preceding 
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pleading  or  demand  has  been  served  by  mail,  double  time  is 
allowed  for  the  service  of  the  subsequent  pleading.  Code,  §  412. 
Where 'the  defendant  has  been  arrested  under  section  183  of  the 
Code,  the  time  to  answer  the  complaint  runs  from  the  service  of 
the  order  of  arrest    Code,  §  183. 

Where  an  order  granting  the  discovery  of  books  or  papers 
has  been  complied  with  or  vacated,  the  party  obtaining  such 
order  has  the  like  time  to  prepare  his  complaint,  answer,  reply 
or  demurrer,  to  which  he  was  entitled  at  the  making  of  the 
order.    Rule  22,  Supreme  Court 

The  time  to  plead  may  be  extended  by  the  written  consent  of 
the  parties  or  their  attorneys,  or  by  an  order  of  the  court,  or  of 
a  judge,  or  by  a  county  judge.  Code,  §  405 ;  Rule  16,  Supreme 
Court.    See  also  Rule  30,  id. 

Notice  of  a  Motion  to  Enlarge  the  Time  to  Plead. 

{Title  of  caiise.) 

Sir  :  Please  take  notice^  that,  on  the  affidavit  a  copy  of  whicljL 
is  hereunto  annexed,  the  undersigned  will  move  the  court,  at  a 
special  term  thereof  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the  day  of 

,18    ,  at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  enlarge  the  time 

to  answer  herein  days,  or  for  such  other  or  further  relief  as 

may  be  just. 

(Date. )  {Signature.) 

(Address.) 

Affidavit  {by  defendant). 

( Title  qf  cause.) 
( Venus.) 

Y.  Z.,  being  duly  sworn,  sajs : 

I.  That  he  is  the  defendant  m  the  above-entitled  action. 

II.  That  he  has  fully  and  fairly  stated  the  case  in  this  action  to 
R.  S.,  his  counsel  therein,  who  resides  in  ,  and  that  he  has 
a  good  and  substantial  defense  on  the  merits,  to  the  action,  as  he 
is  advised  by  his  said  counsel  and  verily  believes. 

III.  (That,  state  ea^ctise  for  requiring  further  time^)  and  that 
days  further  time  is  necessary  therefor. 

IV.  Tluit  the  complaint  herein  was  served  on  the  day  of 
,  18  ,  and  the  tiine  to  answer  expires  on  the  day  of 
,  and  no  extension  of  such  time  has  been  had  {or  state 

v>hat  extension  qf  time  has  been  had). 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

73 
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Affidavit  by  def endant'B  attorney  —  Relief  from  default. 

Affidavit  {by  d^endanPs  Attorney). 

(Title  of  cause.) 

IVenue.) 

K.  8.,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  is  £he  attorney  for  the  defendant  in  the  above- 
entitled  action,  and  resides  in 

II.  That  from  the  statement  of  the  case  in  the  action  made  to 
him  by  the  defendant,  deponent  verily  believes  that  the  defend- 
ant has  a  good  and  substantial  defense  upon  the  merits,  to  the 
cause  of  action  set  forth  in  the  complaint,  or  to  some  part  thereof. 

III.  That  Jthe  defendant  herein  (was  compelled  to  leave  the 
city  of  ,  where  he  resides,  on  business,  immediately  after  the 
service  upon  him  of  the  summons  and  complaint  herein,  and 
remained  absent  two  weeks,  and  that  since  his  return  defendant 
has  been  unable,  by  reason  of  sickness,  to  instruct  deponent  con- 
cerning his  answer  in  the  cause),  and  that  days  further  time 
is  necessary  therefor. 

IV.  That  the  complaint  herein  was  served  on  the  day  of 
,  18  ,  and  the  time  to  answer  expires  on  the  day  of 
,  and  that  no  extension  of  such  time  has  been  had  by 

stipulation  or  order  (or  state  what  extension  has  been  had  if 
any). 

V .  That  deponent  makes  this  aflBdavit  instead  of  the  defendant 
herein  (on  account  of  the  continued  sickness  of  said  defendant^ 
who  is  thereby  prevented  from  attending  before  an  officer  to  make 
this  affidavit). 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Order  enlarging  Time  to  Answer. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  affidavit  of  ,  it  is 

Ordered  :  That  the  said  defendant  have         days  additional 
time  to  answer  the  complaint  herein. 
{Date.)  {Signature  of  Judge.) 

• 

Section  6.  Belief  from  default.  Whenever  the  defendant  by 
mistake,  surprise,  inadvertence,  or  excusable  neglect,  has 
suffered  a  judgment  to  be  entered  against  him,  he  should  move 
the  court  for  an  order  that  the  judgment  be  stayed  or  vacated, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  defend.  This  motion 
must  be  made  within  a  year  from  the  notice  of  judgment,  on  the 
usual  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  or  on  an  order  to  show  cause. 
Code,  §  174.  The  moving  papers  should  set  forth  the  facts  relied 
on  to  excuse  the  default,  and  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of 
merits  unless  one  has  once  been  previously  filed  and  served 
in  the  cause.    Rules  29  and  30,  Supreme  Court. 
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Section  7.  Stay  of  proceedings.  In  many  instances  a  stay  of 
proceedings  is  proper  and  even  necessary,  both  before  trial  and 
after  judgment.  It  frequently  happens  that  a  party  would 
be  debarred  from  some  substantial  right,  or  prevented  from 
seeking  redress  for  a  wrong,  through  the  lack  of  time  to  make  a 
proper  application  to  the  court,  if  the  proceedings  of  such  party 
could  not  be  stayed  until  the  right  to  such  relief  could  be  deter- 
mined. The  order  granting  a  stay  may  be  made  by  the  court  or 
by  a  judge  at  chambers.    Code,  §  401. 

An  order  to  stay  proceedings  for  a  longer  time  than  twenty 
days  will  not  be  granted  by  a  judge  out  of  court,  unless  it  be  to 
stay  proceedings  under  an  order  or  judgment  appealed  from, 
or  upon  previous  notice  to  the  adverse  party.  lb. 

This  order  will  be  granted  whenever  it  shall  appear  from  the 
affidavits  of  the  moving  party  that  such  order  is  necessary  to 
the  protection  of  his  rights ;  and  that  no  negligence  on  his  part 
has  contributed  toward  creating  the  necessity  for  the  granting  of 
the  order. 

Section  8.  Election  or  consolidation  of  actions.  Whenever 
several  suits  shall  be  pending  in  the  same  court,  by  the  same 
plaintiff  against  the  same  defendant,  for  causes  of  action  which 
may  be  joined,  the  court  in  which  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted 
may,  in  its  discretion  if  it  shall  appear  expedient,  order  the 
several  suits  to  be  consolidated  into  one  action. 

If  one  or  more  of  such  suits  be  pending  in  the  supreme  court, 
and  others  be  pending  in  any  other  court,  the  supreme  court 
may  order  the  suits  in  the  other  courts  to  be  consolidated  with 
that  in  the  suf)reme  court.  2  R.  S.  383  (398).  The  same  statute 
also  empowers  the  plaintiff,  at  any  stage  of  the  action,  to  consoli- 
date in  one,  several  suits  commenced  in  the  same  court  against 
joint  and  several  debtors.  lb. 

Whenever  several  distinct  suits  are  brought  on  causes 
of  action  that  may  be  joined,  the  defendant  may  move  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  various  actions  in  one ;  and  where  no 
defense  is  intended  in  either  action,  this  consideration  becomes 
important  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the  additional  costs  of  entering 
up  several  judgments.  This  relief  will  be  granted  as  a  favor, 
whenever  the  moving  papers  show  that  no  defense  to  either 
action  is  intended  ;  and  as  a  right  when  it  shall  appear  that  the 
questions  which  will  arise  are  substantially  the  same  in  both. 
Wilkinson  v.  Johnson^  4  Hill,  46  ;  Dunning  v.  Bank  of  Auburn^ 
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19  Wend.  23 ;  Dunn  v.  Mason^  7  Hill,  164.  Whenever  the  de- 
fendant proposes  to  defend  either  action,  a  motion  to  consolidate 
is  of  doubtful  propriety.  Wilkinson  v.  John^ony  4  HLU,  46  ; 
Pierce  y.  Lyon^  3  id.  450.  The  application  for  consolidation 
may  be  made  by  the  plaintiff  as  well  as  the  defendant.  Briggs 
V.  Gaunty  4  Duer,  664 ;  2  Abb.  77.  If  made  by  a  plaintiff  it  will 
be  premature  if  before  the  defendants  have  answered  in  both 
actions.    Le  Boy  v.  BedeU,  1  Code  B.  N.  S.  201. 

If  the  complaint  contains  several  causes  of  action  improperly 
united,  the  defendant  should  not  move  that  the  plaintiff  elect 
under  which  cause  of  action  he  will  proceed,  but  should  demur. 
BedmioTid  v.  Dana^  3  Bosw.  616. 

Section  9.  Interpleader.  It  sometimes  occurs  that  a  i)arty  is 
made  sole  defendant  in  an  action  in  which  he  has  no  interest 
beyond  that  of  a  mere  stakeholder,  and  in  which  another  party, 
who  is  a  stranger  to  the  action,  makes  a  demand  against  him  for 
the  same  debt  or  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  contro* 
versy.  In  cases  of  this  nature,  where  the  defendant  admits  the 
indebtedness  to  one  of  the  parties,  and  re£rains  from  complying 
with  the  demands  made  against  him  only  through  uncertainty  as 
to  tjcihat  party  is  entitled  to  recover,  the  defendant  should  apply 
for  an  order  of  interpleader,  under  section  122  of  the  Code. 
Patterson  v.  Perry ^  14  How.  605 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  686 ;  Sherwood 
V.  Partridge,  11  How.  164 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer,  646 ;  1  Abb.  256 ; 
Johnson  V.  Lewis,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  150  ;  Beck  v.  Stephani,  9  How. 
193 ;  Van  Buskirk  v.  Boy,  8  id.  426.  But,  where  the  araourd 
of  indebtedness  is  likewise  a  matter  of  dispute,  the  remedy 
given  by  this  section  is  not  applicable.  lb.  Chmnherlain  v. 
OQmmyr,  8  How.  45 ;  S.  C,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  665.  The  effect  of 
this  order  will  be  to  substitute,  in  the  place  of  the  defendant, 
the  x)erson  not  a  party  to  the  action  who  makes  a  demand 
against  him,  and  to  discharge  the  defendant  from  all  liability  to 
either  party  on  his  depositing  in  court  the  amount  of  the  debt, 
or  delivering  the  property  or  its  value  to  such  j)erson  as  the 
court  may  direct.    Code,  §  122. 

The  remedy  given  by  the  Code  is  not  new,  nor  has  it  extended 
the  cases  to  which  the  old  bill  of  interpleader  would  apply. 
The  action  under  the  Code  must  take  the  same  course,  and  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules,  as  were  formerly  applied  in  chan- 
cery.   Washington  Life  Insurance  Company  v.  Lawrence,  28 


I 


PROCEEDINGS  BY  DEPENDANT,  ETC.  581 

Bill  of  particulara  or  oopj  of  aoooant. 

._m^^  I     I  —        -■- ■■   I       — r-r  -        i  ^  i^  i         ■  i   i^mw  ■      ■     ■      ■  ■■  n  i  _  

tfow.  436 ;  Voshurgh  v.  Huntington,  15  Abb.  254.  See  titie 
*'  Interpleader,"  ante,  165  to  180. 

Section  10.  Bill  of  particulars  or  copy  of  account.  If  either 
party  to  an  action  plead  an  account,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give 
in  detail  the  items  of  which  it  is  composed.  But^  on  a  written 
demand,  such  party  must  furnish  within  ten  days  a  bill  of  the 
items,  and  if  the  pleading  to  which  it  relates  is  verified,  the  copy 
account  must  be  verified  also.  If  the  first  bill  of  particulars  is' 
defective,  the  court,  or  a  judge  thereof,  or  a  county  judge,  may 
order  a  further  account,  and  the  court  may  in  all  cases  order  a 
bill  of  particulars  of  the  claim  of  either  party  to  be  furnished. 
Code,  §  158..  A  bill  of  particulars  need  not  include  the  offsets  or 
payments  which  he  has  credited  to  the  adverse  party  in  the  com- 
plaint Williams  v.  Shaw,  4  Abb.  209.  This  subject  will  be 
fully  discussed  in  connection  with  the  title  '^  Pleadings." 

Affidavit  to  Obtain  an  order  for  a  Bill  qf  Particulars. 

(Title  of  cause.) 

IVenue.) 

Y.  Z.,  the  defendant  in  this  action,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  the  complaint  was  served  upon  nim  on  the  day 
of           ,  18    ,  at 

II.  That  this  action  Is  brought  for  {state  general  object  of  the 
action). 

III.  That  the  said  cause  of  action  is  alleged  generally  in  the 
complaint,  and  without  stating  the  particulars  of  the  (claim). 

I V .  That  the  deponent  intends  m  good  faith  to  defend  this 
action,  and  that  he  is  i^orant  of  the  particulars  of  the  claim 
made  a^inst  him  in  said  complaint. 

V.  TSat  the  deponent  cannot  answer  the  said  complaint  with 
safety  until  he  is  furnished  with  the  said  particulars  of  the  plain- 
tiff's  demand,  as  deponent  is  informed  by  U.  S.,  his  counsel, 
and  verily  believes. 

VI.  That  the  time  to  answer  herein  will  expire  on  the 

day  of  ,  and  that  no  extension  thereof  has  been  had  herein, 

by  stipulation  or  consent,  and  that  deponent  has  fully  and  fairly 
stated  the  case  in  this  action  to  the  said  R.  S. ,  his  counsel,  who 
resides  at  ,  and  that  he  has  a  good  and  substantial  defense 

on  the  merits  to  the  action  as  he  is  advised  by  his  said  counsel 
and  verily  believes. 
{Jurat!!)  {Signature.) 

Alternative  Order  to  Furnish  a  Bill  of  Particulars. 

{Title  of  cav^e.) 

Upon  the  summons  and  complaint  in  this  action  and  the 
annexed  affidavit,  let  the  plaintiffs  deliver  to  the  defendant's 
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attorney  an  account,  in  writing,  of  the  particulars  of  the  demand 
for  which  this  actioA  is  brought  {or  the  demand  mentioned  in 
folios  and  of  the  complaint)  on  or  before  the 

day  of  ,  at      o'clock;  or  show  cause  at  that  time  before 

me  at  ,  why  he  should  not  deliver  such  account,  and,  in 

the  mean  time,  let  all  further  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
])laintiff  be  stayed,  and  let  the  defendant  have  days  further 
time  to  answer). 

{Date.)  {SigTiatwre  of  Judge. ) 

Proof  of  Service  of  the  above  Order  and  defavU. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
( Venue.) 

A.  B.,  beinc  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  (managing  clerk  in 
the  office  of)  tne  defendant's  attorney  herein ;  that  on  the  day 
of  ,  at  ,  he  served  a  copy  of  the  annexed 

affidavit  and  alternative  order  for  a  bill  of  particulars  upon  the 

Elaintiff's  attorney  herein,  by  delivering  the  same  personally  to 
im,  {or  other  mom)  and  that  no  bill  of  particulars  in  this  action 
has  been  served  on  the  defendant' s  attorney  herein. 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Peremptory  Order  to  Serve  Bill  of  Particulars. 

{Title  of  cause) 

On  the  foregoing  order  to  furnish  a  bill  of  particulars,  or  to 
show  cause,  and  on  proof  of  service  thereof  (and  default  therein), 
and  on  motion  of  R.  S.,  counsel  for  Y.  Z.,  and  hearing  O.  P.  for 
A.  B.  {or  no  one  appearing),  in  opposition  thereto ; 

Order:ed  :  That  tne  plamtiff 's  attorney  deliver  to  the  defend- 
ant's attorney  an  account  in  writing  oi  the  particulars  of  the 
demand  for  which  this  action  is  brougnt  {or  of  the  demand  men- 
tioned in  folios  and  ,  within  days) ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  let  all  further  proceedings  in  this  action,  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  be  stayed. 

(And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  defendant  have  days 

further  time  from  that  date,  or  from  the  service  of  such  bill,  if 
sooner  served,  within  which  to  answer  the  complaint. ) 

{Daie. )  {Signature  of  Judge. ) 

Affidavit  to  obtain  an  Order  for  a  Further  Bill  of  Particulars. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
{Venue.) 

Y.  Z.,  the  defendant  herein,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  A.  B., 
the  plaintiff  herein,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  requiring  him  to 
do  so,  served  upon  the  defendant's  attorney  a  Dill  of  partic- 
ulars, of  which  the  annexed  is  a  copy,  and  that  said  bill  is 
defective  and  insufficient  to  enable  the  defendant  to  answer,  in 
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that  it  does  not  state  {point  ovi  def€cts)y  and  that  a  farther  and 
better  bill  of  particnlars  in  this  respect  is  essential  and  material 
to  the  defense  of  the  defendant  in  this  action. 

(Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

m 

Order  for  a  further  Bill  of  Particulars. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

On  the  annexed  affidavit  let  the  plaintiff's  attorney  deliver  to 
the  defendant's  attorney  a  further  account,  in  writine,  of  the 
particulars  of  the  demand  for  which  this  action  is  Drought, 
within  days,  specifying  {state  in  what  particular  a  fuller 

account  is  requirec^^  and,  in  the  mean  time,  let  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  this  action,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  be  stayed. 
(And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  defendant  have  da^s 

mrther  time  from  that  date,  or  from  the  service  of  such  bill,  if 
sooner  served,  within  which  to  answer  the  complaint. 

{Date.)  {Signature  of  Judge.) 

Section  11.  Discovery  of  books  and  papers  to  draw  answer.    If 

the  defendant  desires  an  inspection  of  books  and  papers  under 
the  control  of  the  plaintiff,  to  enable  him  to  draw  his  answer,  or 
to  furnish  a  bill  of  particulars  of  a  set-off  or  counterclaim,  he 
may  apply  for  an  order  for  a  discovery  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Code,  or  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  The  manner  of  making  the 
application  has  been  briefly  noticed  in  a  preceding  chapter,  and 
a  full  discussion  of  the  subject  will  be  given  elsewhere.  See 
Rules  18  to  22  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  Code,  §§  388,  391 ;  2  R.  S. 
199  (207),  §§  21,  28.     See  titie  ** Discovery,"  etc. 

Section  12.  Seenrily  for  costs.  In  many  instances  it  will  be  a 
wise  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  require  the 
plaintiff  to  give  security  for  costs,  before  proceeding  with  his 
action.  In  proper  cases,  an  order  may  be  obtained  requiring 
this  security  to  be  filed  within  a  time  specified,  and  staying  all 
proceedings  until  the  order  is  complied  with. 

The  cases  in  which  this  order  may  properly  issue  are  defined 
in  the  Code,  and  in  the  Revised  Statutes.  Code,  §  317 ;  2  R.  S. 
620  (644). 

As  to  the  practice  on  applying  for  security  for  costs,  see  title 
"  Security  for  Costs."  See  also  Oad/weU  v.  Manning^  16  Abb. 
371 ;  S.  C,  24  How.  38 ;  CoU  v.  Wheeler,  12  Abb.  388 ;  Bronson 
V.  Freeman^  8  How.  492. 

Section  13.  Changing  place  of  trial.  Where  the  action  is  of  a 
transitory  character,  if  the  defendant  has  a  greater  number  of 
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witnesses  residing  in  a  county  other  than  that  which  the  plain- 
tiff has  named  as  the  place  of  trial,  he  should  move  the  court  to 
change  the  place  of  trial  to  that  county.  The  same  course  may 
be  pursued  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  county  where  the  place  of  trial  is  fixed 
by  the  complaint.  Certain  actions  sTiould  be  tried  in  the  county 
where  the  subject^  or  some  part  thereof,  is  situated,  but  the  de- 
fendant may  waive  his  right  to  transfer  the  action  to  the  proper 
county  when  commenced  elsewhere,  by  delay  in  applying  to  the 
court  for  a  change  of  the  place  of  trial.  Bule  69^  Supreme  Court ; 
Code,  §  126 ;  ante,  181. 

Whenever  the  convenience  of  witnesses  and  the  ends  of  justice 
would  be  promoted  b;^  the  change,  the  defendant  should  make  a 
written  demand  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  change  be  made,  and  if 
this  request  be  refused,  he  should  move  the  court  for  an  order 
staying  proceedings  until  a  motion  to  make  such  change  can  be 
argued.  See  Code,  title  4 ;  Rules  69,  QO,  Supreme  Court.  This 
subject  is  fully  discussed  in  a  subsequent  chapter  of  this  work. 

Section  14*  Tender.  At  any  time  before  trial,  or  even  before 
judgment,  in  some  actions  the  defendant  may  tender  to  the  plain- 
tiff, or  his  attorney,  the  sum  he  conceives  to  be  actually  due,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  of  the  action  up  to  that  time.  This  proce- 
dure applies  to  actions  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  such  demands 
as  properly  fall  under  subdivision  1  of  section  129  of  the  Code,  or 
for  a  casual  or  involuntary  trespass  or  ii\jury.  The  effect  of  the 
tender  is  to  bar  the  recovery  of  any  interest  or  costs  that  may 
accrue  at  a  time  subsequent  to  the  tender,  if  the  plaintiff  fail  to 
recover  in  the  action  more  than  the  amount  tendered,  8  R.  S, 
(6th  ed.)  868,  §§  32  to  26  ;  2  R.  S.  664  (674), 

Section  15.  Fajring  money  into  court.  In  case  the  defendant 
is  willing  to  pay  a  part  of  the  plaintiff 's  demand,  but  not  the  full 
claim,  he  may  stiU  obtain  an  order  permitting  him  to  pay  into 
court  the  amount  admitted  to  be  due,  and  the  costs,  up  to  that 
time.  Should  the  plaintiff  accept  the  sum  the  suit  is  at  an  end, 
But^  should  he  proceed  in  the  action  and  recover  no  more  than 
the  sum  jmd  in,  he  can  recover  no  additional  costs.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  recover  judgment  for  more  than  the  amount 
paid  into  court  the  payment  Is  inoi)erative,  except  to  decrease 
the  judgment,  by  a  credit  of  the  amount  paid.  JDakin  v.  J)un^ 
ninffy  7  Hill,  30. 
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Offer  of  jadgment. 

Section  16.  Offer  of  judgment.  The  defendant  in  any  action 
may,  with  like  effect,  deliver  to  the  plaintiff  a  written  offer  of 
judgment  for  a  sum  specified  therein,  with  the  costs  of  the  action 
to  the  date  of  the  offer  Code,  §§  385  to  387.  And  whenever  there 
is  a  sum  actually  due  the  plaintiff,  from  the  defendant,  it  is  a 
wise  precaution,  as  well  as  a  measure  of  strict  justice,  to  make 
an  offer  of  judgment  for  the  full  sum  due.  The  offer,  if  not 
accepted,  cannot  in  any  case  prejudice  the  defendant's  cause, 
and  may  save  him  costs.    See  Offer  of  Judgment. 
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PROVISIONAL  REMEDIES. 


CHAPTER  I. 

ARREST  AND  BAIL. 

ARTICLE   L 

AlLREST  IN  GENERAL;  NATURE  AND  OBJECT  07  ARREST. 

Section  1.  Definition  and  nature.  The  term  arrest^  as  used  in 
civil  practice,  may  be  defined  as  the  restraint  of  a  person's 
liberty  by  virtue  of  the  execution  of  a  legal  process.  This  re- 
straint is  not  necessarily  the  result  of  actual  force  or  seizure  of 
the  person ;  but  to  constitute  an  arrest^  there  must  be  a  total 
submission  of  personal  freedom  to  the  control  of  a  courts  as  rep- 
resented in  the  person  of  its  officer  and  the  process  under  which 
he  acts. 

Section  2.  Object  of  arrest.  The  theory  and  aim  of  the  law 
in  allowing  an  arrest  in  certain  civU  actions,  is  to  give  to  the 
plaintiff  the  highest  possible  security  against  fraud,  not  only  by 
compelling  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  to  answer  to  the 
demands  made  against  him,  but,  also,  by  retaining  his  person  in 
custody,  to  make  the  satisfaction  of  any  judgment  that  may  be 
rendered  in  such  actions  a  condition  precedent  to  the  enjoyment 
of  personal  liberty. 

An  arrest  is  founded  on  the  probable  wrong-doing  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  the  possible  removal  of  his  person  and  property 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  if  served  with  the  ordinary 
summons  only.  To  prevent  this  defect  of  justice  the  law  gives, 
in  specified  cases,  the  right  of  arrest.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  a  plaintiff  may  deprive  a  defendant  of  the  opportunity  of 
secreting  or  removing  his  property  before  judgment^  and  may 
hold  his  i)erson  as  a  pledge  for  the  satis&ction  of  such  judgment 
when  it  shall  have  been  rendered  against  him. 
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The  law  intends  also,  that  the  disgrace  resulting  from  imprison- 
ment ;  the  compulsory  abandonment  of  all  remunerative  employ- 
ment ;  and  the  loss  of  personal  freedom,  shall  supply  the  want 
of  good  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  in  urging  the 
speedy  settlement  of  just  claims  resulting  from  his  wrong.  See 
People  ex  rel.  LatarrcY.  (ySrim,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  63  (69) ;  National 
BavJc  of  the  CormaonweaUTi  v.  TemplCy  2  Sweeny,  344. 


ARTICLE  II. 

PRACTICE  AS  TO  ARBSST  BEFORE  THE  KOK-IMPRISONHENT  ACT. 

Section  1.  When  of  coarse.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  non- 
imprisonment  act  in  1831,  &e  statute  was  as  follows :  ^'  In  the 
following  cases  the  defendant  may  be  held  to  bail,  of  course,  and 
without  any  special  order  for  that  purpose : 

1.  In  all  actions  of  debt  except  such  as  shall  be  brought  upon 
a  judgment  rendered  in  a  suit  wherein  the  defendant  was  held  to 
bail,  and  except  such  as  shall  be  brought  upon  any  bail-bond  or 
recognizance  of  bail,  or  upon  any  replevin  or  other  bond  in 
which  any  surety  shall  have  joined,  taken  in  the  course  of  judi- 
cial proceedings,  or  by  virtue  of  any  statute. 

2.  In  all  actions  upon  contracts  for  the  payment  of  any  money, 
the  performance  of  any  service,  or  delivery  of  any  property, 
where  the  demand  or  damages  shall  be  certain,  or  can  be  reduced 
to  certainty. 

3.  In  all  actions  of  trover,  and  in  actions  of  trespass  for  taking 
personal  property,  and  in  actions  of  replevin  in  the  cases  pro- 
vided by  law. 

4.  In  actions  for  trespass  upon  lands. '^    2  R.  S.  348  (359),  §  7. 
Section  2.  When  upon  a  special  order.    As  to  arrests  in  other 

actions,  the  statute  provided,  that  in  all  cases  other  than  such 
as  are  herein  proyided  for  holding  a  defendant  to  bail^  an  order 
requiring  such  bail  may  be  granted  by  a  judge  of  the  court  in 
which  the  writ  is  issued,  in  the  cases  and  according  to  the  prac- 
tice established  in  the  supreme  court.    Id.,  §  8. 
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In  what  caaefl  no  arrest  can  be  made. 

ARTICLE  in. 

IK  WHAT  CASES  KO  ABBEST  CAK  BE  HADE. 

Seetion  I.  There  must  be  a  right  of  action.  In  all  cases  the 
right  to  arrest  pre-snpposes  an  existing  right  of  action.  A  plain- 
tiff cannot  maintain  the  arrest  of  a  defendant  where  he  cannot 
show  himself  entitled  to  maintain  an  action ;  and  any  defense, 
properly  pleaded,  that  mnst  defeat  the  action,  will  be  fatal  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  arrest  in  snch  action.  See  NetiUe  v.  NemUe^ 
22  How.  600.  Tlins,  in  an  action  for  money  received  in  a  fidn- 
ciary  capacity,  but  in  the  conrse  of  an  illegal  employment^  no 
arrest  can  be  maintained,  as  the  action  itself  is  not  maintainable. 
RoJfe  V.  DelmaTj  7  Rob.  80;  De  Oroot  v.  Van  Duzer^  20 
Wend.  390. 

So  an  arrest  made  before  the  right  of  action  has  accrued 
wUl  be  vacated,  and  will  be  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  arrest  for  the 
same  cause  of  action.  Wheelwright  y.  Joseph,  5  Maule  & 
Selw.  93. 

So,  if  the  right  of  action  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
the  right  to  maintain  an  arrest  is  also  barred.  But,  in  order  to 
avail  himself  of  this  objection,  the  defendant  must  plead  the 
statute  as  a  defense.    Arthurian  v.  Ddlleyy  20  How.  311. 

As  a  general  rule,  all  the  rights  of  an  assignor  to  any  remedy 
to  which  he  is  entitled  from  the  nature  of  the  action,  pass  to  the 
assignee  with  the  assignment  of  the  right  of  action.  King  v. 
Kirhy^  28  Barb.  49 ;  Grocers^  National  BavJc  v.  ClarJc^  32  How. 
160 ;  S.  C,  48  Barb.  26.  Thus  the  right  of  arrest  passes  to  the 
assignee  of  an  assignable  cause  of  action.  lb.  But,  if  the  right  of 
action  is  not  assignable,  it  is  evident  that  the  assignee  of  such 
right  can  neither  maintain  an  action  thereon  nor  acquire  a  light  to 
the  remedies  incident  thereto.  The  statute  indirectly  determines 
what  causes  of  action  are  assignable,  by  specifying  in  what  cases 
a  light  of  action  survives  to  the  personal  representatives  of  the 
party  entitled  to  maintain  such  action,  as  the  power  to  assign 
and  to  transmit  to  x)ersonal  representatives  are  convertible 
propositions.  See  Zabriskie  v.  Smithy  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  322 ; 
liVied  V.  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company,  25  How.  286. 
See  2  R.  S.  447  (467).  This  subject  has,  however,  been  fully 
treated  in  connection  with  ''  Parties  to  Actions."    See  arUe,  142^ 
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91,  93.  The  illustrations  given  may  serve  to  show  that  the  exist- 
ence of  a  right  of  action  in  the  plaintiff  is  in  all  cases  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  right  to  maintain  an  arrest. 

Bectlon  3.  Exemption  from  arrest  under  the  non-imprison- 
ment act. 

a.  Oeneral.  The  provisions  of  the  Code,  in  relation  to  arrest 
and  bail,  have  not  in  any  sense  superseded  the  "  Act  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors," 
passed  April  26,  1831.  People  ex  rel.  Latorre  v.  O^Brien^  6 
Abb.  N.  S.  63 ;  People  ex  rel.  Sharkey  v.  Ooodwin^  60  Barb. 
662 ;  Hall  v.  Kellogg,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  325 ;  Cohh  v.  Harmon^ 
23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  148.  The  Code  itself,  while  it  declares  that 
"No  person  shall  be  arrested  in  a  civil  action  except  as  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,"  adds  explicitly,  "but  this  provision  shall 
not  affect  the  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish 
fraudulent  debtors,  passed  April  26,  1831 ;  or  any  act  amend- 
ing the  same."  The  meaning  of  this  declaration  is,  that  the 
non-imprisonment  act  shall  stand  in  full  force  and  effect  not- 
withstanding any  thing  contained  in  the  Code  ;  and  that,  if  there 
is  any  apparent  incongruity  in  the  several  provisions  of  the  two 
enactments,  the  former  statute  in  the  cases  to  which  it  relates, 
and  not  the  latter,  shall  prevail.  People  ex  rel,  Latorre  v. 
O^Brterij  6  Abb.  N.  S.  63.  It  follows  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence that  a  warrant  may  issue  in  all  cases  prescribed 
by  this  act,  and  that  the  only  limit  to  the  general  application  of 
the  act  must  be  sought  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  itself.  See 
Latham  v.  Westertelt,  26  Barb.  256;  Gregory  v.  Weinery  1 
Code  R.  N.  S.  210.  These  statutory  limitations  will  be  treated 
in  their  order. 

b.  Actions  on  Jttdgment  founded  on  contract.  The  first 
section  of  the  non-imprisonment  act  provides  that  no  person 
shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  on  any  civil  process  issuing  out 
of  any  court  of  law,  or  on  any  execution  issuing  out  of  any  court 
of  equity,  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  instituted  for  the  recovery 
of  any  money  due  upon  any  judgment  or  decree  founded  upon 
contract,  or  due  upon  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  for  the 
recovery  of  any  damages  for  the  non-performance  of  any  con- 
tract.   Laws  of  1831,  ch.  300,  §  1. 

c.  Costs.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  the  non-payment 
of  interlocutory  costs,  or  for  contempt  of  court  in  not  paying 
costs,  except  attorneys,   solicitors,  counselors  and  officers  of 
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court  when  ordered  to  pay  costs  for  misconduct  as  such,  and 
witnesses  when  ordered  to  pay  costs  on  attachment  for  non-at- 
tendance. Process  in  the  nature  of  b»  fieri  facias  against  per- 
sonal property  may  be  issued  for  the  collection  of  such  costs 
founded  on  such  order  of  court.    Laws  of  1847,  ch.  390,  §§  2,  8. 

d.  Exceptions  to  exemption.  The  general  provisions  of  the 
non-imprisonment  act,  exempting  a  defendant  from  arrest  in  an 
action  on  contract  (see  sub.  c. ,  antCj  690),  are  modified  by  the 
second  section  of  that  act,  which  provides  that  the  preceding 
section  (§  1)  shall  not  extend  to  proceedings  as  for  contempts  to 
enforce  civil  remedies  ;  nor  to  actions  for  fines  or  penalties,  or 
on  promises  to  marry,  or  for  moneys  collected  by  any  public 
officer,  or  for  any  misconduct  or  neglect  in  office  or  in  any  pro- 
fessional employment.    Laws  of  1831,  ch.  300,  §  2. 

It  is  also  provided,  that  in  all  actions  upon  contract  for  moneys 
received  by  any  attorney,  or  by  any  other  male  person  in  a 
fiduciary  capacity,  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  be  liable 
to  imprisonment  in  the  same  manner  as  in  actions  for  wrongs. 
Laws  of  1846,  ch.  160. 

Section  8.  Exemption  fi'om  arrest  under  the  Code. 

a.  General.  Exemption  from  arrest  may  be  considered  as 
either  permanent  or  temporary ;  and  may  arise  from  considera- 
tions of  public  policy,  or  from  extinction  of  the  remedy  by  the 
act  of  the  parties,  or  from  the  extinction  of  the  remedy  by  openir 
tion  of  the  law.  The  strict  impartiality  of  the  law  is,  in  certain 
cases,  modified  by  considerations  of  the  superior  claims  of  the 
public  over  private  interests,  and  an  absolute  exemption  from 
arrest  extended  to  those  who  have  the  public  interests  in  chai^ge, 
so  far  as  the  right  of  arrest  is  founded  on  individual  demands. 
This  exemption  may  be  guaranteed  by  the  law  of  nations,  or 
by  special  statutes.  The  right  of  arrest  may  also  be  waived  by 
the  act  of  the  party  entitled  to  the  right,  and  absolute  exemption 
extended  to  the  party  liable  thereto  so  far  as  that  liability  depends 
on  a  particular  cause  of  action.  The  right  to  this  exemption 
may  be  declared  by  the  common  law,  or  may  depend  on  the 
judicial  construction  of  the  statutes.  So  the  original  cause  of 
action,  with  the  remedies  incident  thereto,  may  be  merged  iA  a 
judgment,  and  a  right  to  exemption  from  arrest  in  that  case  be 
given  by  operation  of  law.  The  existence  of  the  right  in  this 
case  is  a  strictly  legal  question  and  must  be  determined  by  the 
current  of  judicial  decisions.    The  right  to  exemption  from 
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arrest  in  the  majority  of  cases  is,  however,  founded  upon  the 
common  right  of  all  persons  to  the  enjoyment  of  personal  liberty, 
until  that  right  has  been  restricted  by  statute.  And  it  is  a  uni- 
versal rule  that  whenever  a  statute  gives  the  right  of  arrest  in 
specified  cases,  it  also  expressly  restricts  that  right  to  such  cases 
only.  The  right  to  exemption  thus  becomes  the  rule,  and  the 
liability  to  arrest  the  exception.  This  wiU  be  readily  seen  by  an 
examination  of  the  provisions  of  the  Code^  in  regard  to  arrest 
and  bail. 

b.  Arrest  in  no  cases  hut  those  dUowed  by  the  Code  or  rum- 
imprisonment  act.  The  Code  expressly  provides  that  no  person 
shall  be  arrested  in  a  civil  action  except  as  prescribed  by  that 
act,  but  adds  as  a  qualifying  clause,  that  this  provision  shall  not 
afiect  the  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  and  to  punish 
fraudulent  debtors,  passed  April  26,  1831,  or  any  act  amending 
the  same,  nor  shall  it  apply  to  proceedings  for  contempts.  Code, 
§  178.  It  follows,  as  a  necessary  deduction  from  the  language  of 
this  section,  that  no  person  can  be  arrested  in  any  civil  action  in 
this  State,  except  where  the  right  of  arrest  is  expressly  given  to 
the  plaintiff  by  section  179  of  the  Code,  or  by  the  non-imprison- 
ment act,  or  where  the  statutes  regulating  proceedings  for  con- 
tempts have  conferred  this  right  upon  the  courts  to  enforce  obedi** 
ence  to  their  orders  and  decrees.  How  &r  this  general  exemp- 
tion is  modified  by  the  statute  governing  the  allowance  of  a  writ 
of  ne  exeat  will  be  hereafter  discussed.    See  Ke  Exeat,  post. 

It  now  remains  to  be  considered  in  what.caSes  a  defendant,  sub- 
ject to  arrest  under  some  provision  of  statute,  can  claim  exemp- 
tion on  grounds  wholly  unconnected  with  the  nature  of  the  caxuse 
of  action. 

Section  4.  Exemptions  under  United  States  laws. 

a.  In  general.  Ftota  considerations  of  public  policy,  and  of 
regard  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  nation  and  of  the  several 
States  of  which  it  is  composed,  the  federal  government  has 
declared  a  certain  class  of  persons  exempt  from  arrest  in  aU  civil 
actions.  As  the  persons  composing  this  class  are  rendered  ex- 
empt solely  on  account  of  their  public  or  official  character,  or  on 
account  of  their  relations  with  persons  in  such  character,  the 
duration  of  the  exemption  is  made  to  depend,  in  most  cases,  upon 
the  actual  or  constructive  continuance  of  such  character  or  rela- 
tions.   This,  however,  is  not  universally  true. 
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Ambassadors,  foielgn  miniateis  and  their  domeatic  servants. 

b.  Ambassadors^  foreign  ministers  and  their  domestic  ser- 
mnts.  By  the  act  of  congress  of  April  30, 1790  (§§  26,  26),  all 
writs  or  process  whereby  any  ambassador  or  public  minister  of 
any  foreign  prince  or  State,  authorized  and  received  as  such 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  any  domestic,  or  do- 
mestic seirant  of  any  such  ambassador  or  other  public  minister, 
may  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  or  his  goods  or  chattels  may  be 
seized,  are  void.  And  any  person  suing  out  such  process,  or 
prosecuting  or  executing,  it,  is  liable  to  a  fine,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  court,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years. 

This  act  is  substantially  a  reenactment  of  an  English  statute, 
which  was  held  to  be  merely  declaratory  of  the  law  of  nations, 
except  so  far  as  it  provided  for  the  punishment  of  any  persom 
infringing  on  such  law.  See  statute  7  Anne,  ch.  12,  §  8 ;  Bri- 
qiiet  V.  Ba^hj  3  Burr.  1478 ;  Viveash  v.  Becker j  3  Maule  &  Selw. 
284.  The  courts  of  this  State  have  made  •similar  decisions  in 
respect  to  the  act  of  congress  above  quoted,  and  have  declared 
that  the  right  of  ambassadors  and  foreign  ministers  to  exemp- 
tion from  arrest  was  not  dependent  upon  nor  limited  by  that  act, 
but  that  the  object  of  the  act  was  to  enforce  the  privileges  ac- 
corded to  such  persons  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  punish 
any  violation  of  them.  HoTbrooTc  v.  Henderson^  4  Sandf.  619 ; 
Valarino  v.  Thompson^  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  576  (678).  Thus  "an 
ambassador  from  one  sovereign  State  to  another  is  privileged 
from  arrest  on  civil  process  while  traveling  through  the  territo- 
ries of  a  State  to  which  he  is  not  accredited,  in  the  execution  of ' 
the  duties  of  his  mission.    RoTJbrooTc  v.  Henderson^  4  Sandf.  619. 

So  a  secretary  of  legation,  duly  accredited  by  a  foreign  gov- 
ernment, and  acting,  in  the  absence  of  his  ambassador,  as  cTiargi 
d '  affaires  J  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  an  ambassador. 
Taylor  v.  Best,  14  C.  B.  487  ;  S.  C,  26  Law  and  Eq.  383  ;  Ex 
parte  Cabrera,  1  Wash.  C.  C.  232 ;  United  States  v.  Benner, 
Bald.  234. 

The  evidence  requisite  to  establish  the  official  character  of  an 
ambassador  or  foreign  minister  is  a  recognition  as  such  by  the 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  nation.  United  States  v.  Ortega, 
4  Wash.  0.  C.  631 ;  United  ^XfUs  v.  Beaner,  Bald.  234 ;  Tay- 
lor V.  Best,  14  C.  B.  487 ;  S.  C,  26  Law  and  Eq.  383. 

The  exemption  from  arrest  extended  to  a  foreign  minister,  or 
such  other  persons  as  are  embraced  within  the  meaning  of  this 
term,  is  not  terminated  by  the  fact  that  the  official  character  of 
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such  persons  have  ceased.  The  statute  is,  in  all  respects,  enti- 
tled to  a  liberal  construction.  If  AzaTnbvjga  v.  Pariera^  1 
Miles,  366  ;  Dvpont  v.  PicTion,  4  Dall.  321. 

But  the  privilege  from  arrest  conferred  on  the  servant  of  the 
ambassador  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  ambassador,  and  not  the 
servant,  and  if  the  ambassador  makes  no  application  for  the  dis- 
charge from  arrest,  the  courts  will  not  interfere,  unless  the 
servant  show  a  clear  case  of  service  or  hiring.  Fisher  v.  Begrez^ 
2  Dowl.  P.  C.  279.  The  exemption  cannot  be  claimed  by  any 
person  who  is  only  colorably,  and  not  bona  fide  in  the  service  of 
such  ambassadors.  LocJcwood  v.  Dr.  Coysgarne^  3  Burr.  1676 ; 
Heathfield  v.  Ohilton^  4  id.  2016.  But  the  fact  that  the  servant 
does  not  reside  with  the  ambassador,  or  that  he  is  or  is  not  a 
native  of  this  country,  has  no  bearing  on  the  question  of  exempt 
tion.  lb. 

c.  Consuls  cmd  m^e-consuls.  By  the  act  of  1789,  chapter  20, 
section  9,  consuls  and  vice-consuls  were  made  exempt  from  any 
process  issuing  out  of  a  State  court,  although  they  may  be  su^ 
in  the  federal  courts.  United  States  v.  Reward^  2  Dall.  299 ; 
Commonwealth  v.  KosUff^  5  S.  &  B..  546 ;  Yalarino  v.  Thomp- 
son, 7  N.  T.  (3  Seld.)  676 ;  Qriffin  v.  Domingtiez^  2  Duer,  666 ; 
S.  0.,  11 N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  286.  And  a  consul  cannot  renounce  the 
exemption  from  being  sued  in  a  State  court,  because  it  is  not  his 
personal  privilege,  but  the  right  and  privilege  of  the  United 
States  that  he  should  be  sued  in  the  federal  courts ;  and,  for  a 
like  reason,  he  cannot  avoid  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  those 
courts  by  joining  in  a  contract  with  another  person  and 
thus  subjecting  himself  to  a  joint  suit.  ValaTivx>  v.  Thompson, 
7  N.  T.  (3  Seld.)  676.  AU  further  proceedings  in  an  action  will 
be  arrested  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  court  has  no  juris- 
diction. Yalarino  v.  Thompson,  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  576 ;  Dams  v. 
Packard,  7  Pet.  276 ;  Manhardtv,  Soderstrom,  1  Binney,  138. 
It  follows  from  these  decisions,  that  a  necessary  co-defendant  in 
an  action  against  a  consul  is  exempt  from  arrest  on  any  civil 
process  issuing  from  a  State  court,  and  cannot,  by  consent,  con- 
fer jurisdiction  on  or  waive  his  right  to  object  to  such  jurisdic- 
tion at  any  stage  of  the  action.  See  Naylor  and  Rock  River 
Bank  v.  Hoffman^  22  How.  610  ;  S.  C,  14  Abb.  72. 

d.  Members  of  congress.  By  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  senators  and  representatives  in  congress  are  privUeged 
from  arrest^  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the 
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peace,  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective 
houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same.  Const.  U. 
S.,  art.  1,  §  6. 

This  privilege  is  to  be  taken  strictly,  and  is  allowed  only  while 
the  party  is  attending  congress,  or  is  actually  on  his  journey 
going  to  or  returning  from  the  seat  of  government.  Lewis  v. 
ELmeJidorf^  2  Johns.  Cas.  222. 

e.  Soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  United  States  service.  All  non- 
commissioned ofBcers,  musicians,  seamen  and  mariners,  artificers 
and  soldiers  in  the  United  States  service,  are  exempt  from  arrest 
for  any  debt  or  contract.  1  Story' s  Laws  U.  S.  643,  709 ;  2  id. 
835 ;  Acts  of  Congress,  March  16,  1802,  §  23  ;  July  11,  1798,  §  6. 

A  regiment  of  the  State  militia,  when  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  does  not  cease  to  be  a  part  of  the  militia  of 
the  State,  although  employed  by  the  general  government  and 
subject  to  the  regulations  and  discipline  of  the  regular  army. 
And  a  commissioned  ofBcer  of  such  regiment,  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  is  entitled  to  exemption  from  arrest 
on  civil  process  under  the  laws  of  this  State.  See  ch.  129,  Laws 
of  1858.  And  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  limiting  the 
privilege  of  exemption  from  arrest,  of  i)er8ons  in  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, do  not  affect  the  rights  of  a  commissioned  officer  of  "the 
State  militia  to  such  exemption,  although  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  People  ex  rel.  Oaston  v.  CampheU^ 
40  N.  T.  (1  Hand)  133. 

Seetion  5.  Exemption  nnder  other  statutes  and  decisions. 

a.  Oeneral.  Under  the  United  States  constitution,  the  legis- 
lature of  the  respective  States  have  a  right  to  regulate  or  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  as  a  part  of  the  means  for  inducing,  or 
as  a  remedy  fbr  enforcing,  the  performance  of  contracts.  The 
general  principle  that  a  State  cannot  pass  a  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts  does  not  apply  here.  Imprisonment 
is  no  part  of  the  contract,  and  simply  to  release  the  prisoner 
does  not  impair  its  obligation.  Mason  v.  Bailey  12  Wheat.  370 ; 
Beers  v.BaugTUonj  9  Pet.  329.  And  where,  by  the  laws  of  any 
State,  imprisonment  for  debt  is  allowed  under  certain  conditions 
an^  restrictions,  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions  are  appli- 
cable to  the  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Act  of  Feb.  28,  1839,  §  1 ;  6  Stat,  at  Large,  321. 
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b.  Members  and  officers  of  the  State  legislaiure.  By  the  laws 
of  this  State  every  member  of  the  legislature  is  privil^^ed  from 
arrest  on  any  civil  process  (except  in  an  action  against  him  for  a 
forfeiture,  misdemeanor  or  breach  of  trust  in  any  office  or  place 
of  trust  held  by  him)  during  his  attendance  at  the  session  of  the 
house  to  which  he  belongs,  or  while  going  to  or  returning  fix>m 
such  session,  provided  such  going  or  returning  does  not  exceed 
fourteen  days ;  or  for  fourteen  days  previous  to  any  session ;  or 
during  an  adjournment  not  exceeding  the  same  space  of  time ; 
or  while  absent  on  leave  of  the  house  to  which  he  belongs. 
1  B.  S.  164  (162).  No  officer  of  either  house,  while  in  actual  at- 
tendance on  the  house,  is  liable  to  arrest  on  any  civil  process. 
Id.,  §  10.  As  to  who  are  the  officers  privileged  from  arrest  by 
this  section,  see  1  R.  S.  96  (86).  The  protection  firom  arrest 
secured  to  members  of  the  legislature  while  returning  home  does 
not  continue  after  such  return,  although  the  fourteen  days  have 
not  expired.  The  return  itself  terminates  the  privilege,  and  not 
the  lapse  of  the  time  allowed  for  such  return.  Corey  y.  Russell^ 
4  Wend.  304. 

c.  State  militia.  No  person  belonging  to  the  military  forces 
of  the  State  can  be  arrested  on  any  civil  process  while  going  to, 
remaining  at,  or  returning  from  any  place  at  which  he  may 
be  required  to  attend  for  the  election  of  officers  or  other  military 
duty.  Laws  of  1870,  ch.  80,  §  267 ;  Laws  of  1858,  ch.  129,  §  17. 
See  People  v.  Campbelly  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  133.  Any  member 
of  a  militia  company  is  also  exempt  from  arrest  on  any  parade 
day  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun.  1  B.  S.  808  (276), 
§27. 

d.  Policemen.  No  person  holding  office  under  the  "Act  to 
establish  a  Metropolitan  Police  District''  is  liable  to  arrest  on 
a  civil  process  while  actually  on  duty.  Laws  of  *1867,  ch.  669, 
§  18  ;  2  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  1011 ;  Laws  of  1860,  ch.  269,  §  34 ;  4  Edm. 
Stat.  267.  But  no  rule  established  by  the  police  commissioners 
that  certain  officers  "  shall  be  deemed  to  be  always  on  duty  '^  can 
in  any  manner  affect  the  right  of  third  parties  to  arrest  such  offi- 
cers when  not  actually  on  duty.  Hart  v.  Kennedy^  39  Barb.  186 ; 
S.  C,  16  Abb.  290 ;  24  How.  426  ;  Quires'  Case,  12  Abb.  38.  The 
same  exemption  from  arrest  is  conferred  by  statute  on  the  officers 
composing  the  capital  police.    Laws  of  1866,  ch.  664,  §  27. 

e.   Canal   commissioners^    etc.     No    acting   commissions, 
superintendent  of  repairs,  collector  or  lock-keeper  on  any  canal 
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sliall  be  held  to  bail,  or  taken  by  warrant  in  any  civil  suit  for 
any  act  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done  by  him  in  the  exercise  of  his 
official  dnties.    1  B.  S.  224,  §  43.       . 

/•  Officers  of  courts  of  record.  All  the  officers  of  the  several 
courts  of  record  of  this  State  are  exempt  from  arrest  in  any  civil 
action  in  which  they  are  sole  defendants,  daring  the  sitting  of  the 
court  of  which  they  are  officers.  But  this  exemption  is  limited 
to  the  time  of  the  actual  sitting  of  tha  court  and  to  actions 
in  which  such  officers  are  sole  defendants.  An  officer  of  a  court, 
when  sued  with  any  other  person,  is  liable  to  arrest  even  during 
the  sitting  of  the  court  of  which  he  is  an  officer.  2  B.  S.  290 
(300),  §  86. 

Attorneys  and  counselors  are  privileged  from  arrest  while 
actually  attending  or  going  to  or  returning  from  court.  Eum- 
phrey  v.  Qwrmaing^  5  Wend.  90 ;  Bperry  v.  Willard^  1  id. 
82 ;  Secor  v.  Bell^  18  Johns.  52.  But  they  are  not  exempt  from 
arrest  while  remaining  at  home,  although  such  arrest  would  pre- 
vent their  attendance  upon  court.  Corey  v.  Russell^  4  Wend. 
204.  Neither  is  an  attorney  or  counsel  privileged  from  arrest 
while  attending  before  a  judge  out  of  court.  Cole  v.  M^  Clellan, 
4  Hilly  59.  And  in  all  cases  to  exempt  an  attorney,  counselor, 
or  solicitor  from  arrest  during  the  sitting  of  the  court,  he  must 
be  employed  in  some  cause  pending  and  then  to  be  heard  in  that 
court.  8  B.  S.  290  (301),  §  86.  But  attendance  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  special  motion  will  be  sufficient  to  confer  the 
privilege  from  arrest."  Humphrey  v.  dimming^  5  Wend.  90. 
This  privilege  does  not  attach  to  the  office,  but  is  founded  upon 
the  necessity  of  the  attendance  of  the  attorney  to  protect  the 
interests  of  his  client  Brooks  v.  Patterson^  2  Johns.  Cas.  102. 
But  even  when  in  actual  attendance  during  the  sitting  of  the 
court  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of  his  client  in  a 
cause  pending  and  then  to  be  heard  in  such  court,  the  attorney 
is  still  liable  to  arrest  in  an  actibn  in  which  he  is  not  the  sole 
defendant.  2  B.  S.  290  (300),  §  86.  And  in  all  cases,  the  attor- 
ney may  waive  his  privilege  from  arrest ;  and  such  waiver  may 
be  presumed  from  his  conduct.  Cole  v.  M^CUllan^  4  Hill,  59  ; 
Petrie  v.  Fitzgerald,  1  Daly,  401  (405). 

g.  Parties  to  suits,  jurors  and  witnesses.  The  statutes  pro- 
vide that  every  person  duly  and  in  good  faith  subpoenaed  as  a 
witness  to  attend  any  court,  officer,  commissioner  or  referee,  or 
summoned  to  attend  any  judge,  officer  or  commissioner  in  any 
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case  where  the  attendance  of  such  witness  may  by  law  be  en- 
forced by  attachment  or  by  commitment,  shall  be  exonerated 
from  arrest  in  any  civil  su\(;  while  going  to  the  place  where  he 
shall  be  required  by  such  subpoena  to  attend,  while  remaining  at 
such  place  and  while  returning  therefrom.  2  R.  S.  402  (418),  §  61 
(41).  Every  arrest  of  a  witness  made  contrary  to  the  foregoing 
provisions  shall  be  absolutely  void,  and  shall  be  deemed  a  con- 
tempt of  the  court  iss^iing  the  subpoena ;  and  every  person  mak- 
ing such  arrest  shall  be  responsible  to  the  witness  arrested  for 
three  times  the  amount  of  the  damages  which  shall  be  found  by 
the  jury,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  the 
party  who  subpoenaed  such  .witness,  for  the  loss,  hindrance 
and  damage  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  such  arrest. 
2  R.  S.  402  (419),  §  64.  The  statute  also  provides  for  the  discharge 
of  a  witness  so  arrested.  Id.,  §§  62,  63.  The  statute  also  pre- 
scribes the  manner  in  which  the  sheriff  may  avoid  all  liability  to 
either  party,  either  in  making  or  in  not  making  the  arrest.     Id.^ 

This  exemption  from  arrest  does  not  extend  to  a  witness  who 
attends  voluntarily  and  without  a  subpoena,  unless  the  witness 
is  a  non-resident  of  the  State.  HardeabrooKs  Case^  8  Abh.  416 ; 
Ex  parte  McNeil,  6  Mass.  264 ;  Cole  v.  W  CleUany  4  Hill,  69  and 
note. 

But,  if  the  witness  is  a  non-resident,  he  is  exempt  from  arrest 
while  attending  court,  whether  served  with  a  subpoena  or  not. 
Dixon  V.  Ely,  4  Edw.  Ch.  657 ;  Savford  nr.  Chase^  3  Cow.  381. 
The  same  general  rules  apply  to  parties.  There  is  no  distinction 
between  the  rule  of  exemption  from  arrest  while  attending  court, 
as  a  party  or  as  a  witness.  Either  will  be  entitled  to  a  discharge 
from  arrest,  if  a  citizen  or  resident  of  this  State,  on  entering  his 
appearance ;  and,  if  from  a  foreign  State,  absolutely.  Pollard 
V.  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co,,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  70;  MerriUv. 
George,  23  How.  331 ;  Seaver  v.  Mohinson,  3  Duer,  622;  S.  C, 
12  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  120  ;  Arding  v.  Flower,  8  Term  R.  634.  And 
the  rule  is  the  same  whether  the  party  is  attending,  going  to,  or 
returning  from  the  court,  whether  as  a  witness  in  his  own  cause 
or  another' s,  or  whether  the  attendance  is  strictly  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  party.  lb. ;  Clark  v.  Grant,  2  Wend.  267 ;  Salhinger 
V.  AdUr,  2  Rob.  704. 

'  A  liberal  construction  must  be  given  to  ^'attendance  upon 
court,"  as  the  term  is  used  in  the  books,  and  also  to  the  terms 
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"going"  and  "returning"  from  court.  SaZhinger  v.  Adler,  2 
Rob:  704.  Thus,  where  a  plaintiflf  attends  in  good  faith  a  court 
where  his  cause  is  to  be  tried,  even  before  the  actual  day  of  trial, 
he  will  be  privileged  from  arrest  Childerston  v.  Barrett^  11 
East,  439.  See  Meekim  v.  Smithy  1  H.  Bla.  636.  So,  although 
a  party  or  witness  may  waive  his  privilege  of  exemption 
by  deviating  from  a  direct  route  on  his  return  home,  if  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  to  other  business,  yet  liberality  must  be 
exercised  in  all  cases  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  time  allowed 
for  going  or  returning,  and  the  burden  of  establishing  a  devia- 
tion rests  upon  the  arresting  party.  Salhinger  v.  AdUr^  2  Rob. 
704 ;  Selby  v.  SUlSy  8  Bing.  166 ;  Willingham  v.  Matthews^  6 
Taunt.  356. 

The  exemption  from  arrest  is  not  limited  to  attendance  upon 
courts  but  extends  to  any  l^al  proceeding  before  any  officer 
where  such  attendance  is  necessary  or  may  be  compelled.  Thus 
parties  or  witnesses  are  exempt  from  arrest  while  attending  before 
a  referee,  dark  v.  Oranty  2  Wend.  257.  So  when  attending 
before  arbitrators  under  a  rule  of  the  court  MandaiU  v.  Oumey^ 
3  Bam.  &  Aid.  252 ;  Webh  v.  Taylor,  1  Dowl.  &  L.  676  ;  San- 
ford  V.  CJutsCj  3  Cow.  381.  A  person  attending  court  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  as  bail  is  exempt  from  arrest  Rirwrner  v. 
Oreen,  1  Maule  &  Selw.  638.  So  a  person  attending  court  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  an  insolvent' s  discharge  is  privileged.  Wil- 
lingham V.  MaWiewSy  6  Taunt  356 ;  Arding  v.  Flower,  8  Term 
R.  534  ;  Ex  parte  Parker,  3  Ves.  Jr.  654 ;  Ex  parte  Donletey,  7 
Ves.  317. 

Grand  or  petit  jurors  are  protected  from  arrest,  and  are  enti- 
tled to  the  same  privileges  as  parties  or  witnesses  while  going  to 
courts  or  in  attendance,  or  returning  therefrom.  McNeiPs  Case, 
3  Mass.  288 ;  Brookes  v.  Ohesley,  4  Har.  &  McHen.  295 ;  Edm^s 
Case,  9  Serg.  &  R.  147,  151. 

Ti.  Voters  on  election  day.  Voters  at  any  election  or  town 
meeting  are  exempt  from  arrest  on  the  day  of  such  election  or 
town  meeting,  while  in  the  town  where  they  are  entitled  to  vote. 
1  R.  S.  126  (116),  §  4 ;  id.  342  (315),  §  10.  And  any  process 
served  on  a  voter  on  such  day  is  void.  Weeks  v.  Noxon,  1  Abb, 
280 ;  S.  C,  11  How.  189 ;  Bierce  v.  Smith,  2  Abb.  411. 

i.  Females.  A  married  woman  is  privileged  from  arrest  in  all 
civil  actions.  AnonymA>us,  8  How.  134 ;  S.  C,  1  Duer,  613 ;  Schaus 
r.  Futscher,  26  How.  463 ;  S.  C,  16  Abb.  353,  note ;  Baldwin 
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V.  Kimmd^  id.  353 ;  S.  C,  1  Bob.  109.  And  no  female  can 
be  arrested  in  any  civil  action  except  for  a  wiUfol  injury  to  per- 
son, character,  or  proi)erty.  Code,  §  179,  subd.  6.  A  female 
cannot  be  arrested  in  an  action  for  a  breach  of  marriage  promise. 
SiqfJce  v.  Tappy^  8  Code  R.  23.  Nor  for  frandnlently  contract- 
ing a  debt.  Wheeler  v.  HartweU^  4  Bosw.  684.  Nor  for  the 
wrongful  conversion  of  personal  property.  Tracy  v.  Leland^  2 
Sandf.  729 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  47 ;  8N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  234 ;  Rai>ej/ 
V.  Starry  42  Barb.  436.  The  decisions  are  uniform  in  establishing 
the  rule  that  the  Code  has  restored  the  old  common-law  rule  so  far 
as  the  arrest  of  a  female  is  concerned,  and  that  the  term  ^^  willful,'' 
as  applied  to  an  injury  to  person,  character  or  property,  must  be 
construed  strictly.  lb. 

J.  PrevioU8  arrest  It  is  a  legal  maxim  that  no  man  shall  be 
twice  arrested  for  the  same  cause,  and  although  not  universally 
true,  is  a  general  rule  to  which  there  are  but  few  exceptions. 
Thus,  when  a  pnxty  has  been  once  arrested  in  a  suit  and 
discharged  for  insufficiency  in  the  affidavits  upon  which  the 
order  of  arrert  was  granted,  he  is  absolutely  exempt  from  further 
arrest  by  the  same  party  in  the  same  action.  JEnoch  v.  JErnst^ 
21  How.  96.  So  a  previous  arrest  in  an  action  exempts  the 
defendant  from  arrest  in  another  action,  if  for  the  same  cause, 
although  the  second  action  is  brought  in  a  different  cpurt,  and 
under  a  different  form.  ATnerican  FUlsTc  Co.  v.  Scm,  7  Rob. 
233 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  N.  8.  333 ;  Wright  v.  RittermaTh,  1  id. 
428  ;  S.  C,  4  Rob.  704;  People  v.  KeUey,  1  Abb.  N.  S.  432; 
Hernandez  v.  Carnoheli^  10  How.  433 ;  S.  C,  4  Duer,  642 ; 
HouBin  V.  Barrow,  6  Term  R.  218 ;  Imlay  v.  Ellefsen,  3  East, 
309.  And  where  a  defendant  has  been  arrested  and  discharged 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  he  cannot  be  re-arrested  for 
the  same  cause  of  action  under  the  non-imprisoimient  act. 
Matter  of  Johnson,  7  Rob.  269.  So  an  arrest  made  before  a 
cause  of  action  has  accrued  wiU  privilege  the  party  so  arrested 
from  a  second  arrest  for  the  same  cause  in  another  action  com- 
menced after  the  cause  of  action  has  accrued  and  after  the 
discontinuance  of  the  former  action.  Wheelright  v.  Joseph,  5 
Maule  &  Selw.  93. 

It  is  a  well-settled  rule  that  when  an  arrest  has  been  procured 
by  means  of  any  trick  or  fraud,  the  party  so  arrested  will  be  dis- 
charged on  motion.  Benninghoff  v.  Oswelly  37  How.  236 ;  Met- 
caff  V.  Clark,  41  Barb.  45 ;  Carpenter  v.  Spooner,  2  Sandf.  717  ; 
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S.  C,  2  Code  R.  140 ;  Ooupil  v.  SiTnonson^  3  Abb.  474.  And  if  such 
firandulent  arrest  was  procured  for  the  purpose  of  detaining  the 
party  arrested  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  until  an  airest 
could  be  made  under  a  valid  process,  the  second  arrest  will  be 
also  void.  WdU  v.  Gumey^  8  Bam.  &  Ores.  769 ;  SnelUng  v.  Wai- 
Tous^  2  Paige,  314 ;  Williams  v.  Bacon,  10  Wend.  636 ;  Benning- 
Tioff  V.  Oswelly  37  How.  235.  Thus  where  a  party  is  arrested  under 
an  alleged  criminal  charge  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  jurisdic- 
tion of  his  person,  he  will  be  exempt  from  an  arrest  on  civil 
process  at  the  suit  of  the  party  procuring  the  fraudulent  arrest. 
lb.  And  it  is  a  general  rule  when  a  party  is  imprisoned  upon 
void  process  he  cannot  be  continued  in  custody  under  a  legal 
detainer.  Attarney-GeneraZ  v.  Cases,  11  Price,  345 ;  Attorney- 
General  v.  Borkins,  id.  156 ;  Birch  v.  Prodger,  1  Bos.  &  Pul. 
N.  R.  136. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  where  a  party  has  been  arrested  on 
a  criminal  charge  preferred  in  good  faith,  he  is  on  that  account 
exempt  from  arrest  on  civil  process  for  the  same  cause  of  action, 
while  going  to  or  returning  from  the  place  of  trial.  A  person 
acquitted  under  a  criminal  charge  is  not  privileged  from  arrest 
while  remaining  at,  or  returning  from^  the  place  of  trial.  Hare 
V.  Hyde,  16  Q.  B.  394 ;  S.  C,  3  Law  and  Eq.  435 ;  WlUiams  v. 
Baccm,  10  Wend.  636.  Neither  is  he  so  privileged  when  con- 
victed on  such  charge.  Luca^  v.  ATJbee,  1  Denio,  666.  In  either 
case  the  criminal  action  is  at  an  end  and  the  party  so  convicted 
or  acquitted  is  liable  to  arrest  on  civil  process. 

But  the  defendant  in  a  criminal  action  is  privileged  from  arrest 
while  going  to,  remaining  at,  or  returning  from  the  plaoe  of 
trial  until  the  cause  is  finally  determined  by  an  acquittal  or  a  con- 
viction. OilpinY.  CoJieny  4  Law  R.  Exch.  131.  When  this 
result  is  reached  the  exemption  ceases.  lb. 

The  rule  that  a  party  discharged  from  arrest  on  the  ground  of 
the  insuflSciency  of  the  aflSdavits  on  which  the  order  was  allowed 
is  exempt  from  further  arrest,  applies  only  to  the  parties  thereto, 
and  does  not  aflfect  any  third  parties  not  in  coUusion  with  the 
arresting  party.  Barclay  v.  Faher,  2  Bam.  and  Aid.  743.  A 
person  who  has  been  discharged  from  an  arrest  made  when  he 
was  temporarily  exempt  is  not  on  that  account  exempt  from 
further  arrest  on  the  same  process  when  the  exemption  ceases. 
It  is  the  arrest  and  not  the  process  which  is  void.  And  the  party 
so  arrested  and  discharged  may  be  again  arrested  by  the  same 

76 


602  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 

— - 

Previotts  arrest — Actiona  upon  judgments. 

ofSicer  on  the  same  order  after  the  privilege  has  expired.  Hwrn- 
phrey  v.  Cummings^  5  Wend.  90 ;  Petrie  v.  Fitzgerald^  1  Daly, 
401 ;  Sperry  v.  WiUardj  1  Wend.  32.  The  maxim  that  no  man 
shall  be  twice  arrested  for  the  same  canse  is  not  universally  true. 
The  rule  is  applicable  only  to  arrests  made  within  the  same  juris- 
diction. Thus,  a  person  who  has  been  arrested  in  another  State 
and  discharged  from  punishment  under  the  laws  of  another 
State,  may  be  arrested  and  held  to  bail  here  for  the  same  cause 
of  action  at  the  suit  of  the  same  plaintiff.  Peck  v.  HozieTy  14 
Johns.  346,  And  see  note  to  ATidrems  v.  Heriott^  4  Cow.  508  ; 
Peel  V.  Elliatty  28  Barb.  200  ;  S.  C,  7  Abb.  433  ;  16  How.  484. 

The  decisions  of  the  English  courts  furnish  some  important 
modifications  to  the  general  rule  that  a  defendant  once  arrested 
and  discharged  is  exempt  from  arrest  a  second  time.  These 
exceptions  allowing  a.  second  arrest  are :  1.  Where  a  defend- 
ant obtained  his  discharge  through  fraud,  or  on  conditions  not 
subsequently  performed.  Cantellow  v.  Trueman^  2  Dowl.  P.  C. 
2 ;  Puckford  v.  Maawell,  6  Term  R.  62 ;  Olmiics  v.  Delany^  2 
Strange,  1216.  2.  Where  a  defendant  obtained  his  discharge 
through  fault  of  the  officer,  or  mistake  of  the  plaintiff's  attor- 
ney, or  some  act  for  which  the  plaintiff  was  in  no  way  responsi- 
ble. Himsin  y:  BarraWj  6  Term  R.  218;  Pen/old  v.  Maxwell, 
1  Chitty,  276,  note ;  Moiling  v.  BudchoUz^  3  Maule  &  Selw. 
163 ;  White  v.  Gompertz,5  Bam.  &  Aid.  905  ;  S.  C,  1  Dowl.  & 
Ryl.  556.  It  is  a  rule  of  the  English  courts  that  when  a  defend- 
ant has  been  discharged  on  account  of  the  laches  of  the  plain- 
tiff he  is  exempt  from  arrest  in  suit  instituted  for  the  same 
cause  of  action.  Wheelwright  v.  Joseph^  5  Maule  &  Selw.  93 ; 
Imlay  v.  Ettefsen^  3  East,  309.  See,  however.  Peck  v.  Hazier, 
14  Johns.  346. 

k.  Actions  vpon  Judgments.  A  judgment  rendered  in  a  court 
of  this  State  becomes  an  express  contract  of  record,  in  which  are 
merged  all  the  original  causes  of  action.  Suydams  v.  Barber , 
18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  468 ;  MaZlory  v.  Zeach,  23  How.  607 ;  S.  C, 
14  Abb.  449,  note ;  McBvM  v.  Hirch,  4  id.  441 ;  Goodrich  v.  Dv/nr 
bar^  17  Barb.  644 ;  Greenbaum  v.  Stein  ^  2  Daly,  223 ;  Besley  v. 
Palmer,  1  Hill,  482 ;  Mills  v.  Duryee,  7  Cranch,  481 ;  Hampton 
V.  MP  Connel,  3  Wheat.  234.  As  the  original  causes  of  action 
are  merged  and  extinguished  by  the  judgment,  a  defendant  in  an 
action  upon  such  judgment  cannot  be  arrested  and  held  to  baU^ 
whatever  may  have  been  the  character  of  the  original  demand. 
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lb.  As  to  the  former  practice,  see  2  R.  S.  348  (359),  §  7,  sub.  1. 
This  rule,  however,  goes  no  further.  The  consequences  of  a 
judgment,  in  respect  to  its  effect  as  a  merger  or  extinguishment 
of  the  original  demand,  are  a  part  of  the  law  under  which  the 
judgment  itself  is  rendered,  in  the  same  manner  as  are  those 
other  common  consequences  of  judgments,  that  a  party  may 
have  execution  upon  them,  and  that  they  are  not  re-examinable 
on  the  merits  of  the  controversy  determined  H)y  them.  In  all 
these  particulars,  the  effect  of  a  judgment  in  the  government 
where  it  is  rendered  is  the  subject  of  positive  regulation  by  that 
government.  Suyda/m  v.  Barber^  18  N.  Y,  (4  Smith)  468 ; 
Ooodrich  v.  Dunhaty  17  Barb.  644 ;  Besley  v.  PalTner^  1  Hill, 
482.  The  effect  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  another  State  being 
thus  determined  by  the  law  of  that  State,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  courts  of  this  State  to  give  such  judgment  the  same  force  and 
effect  in  any  action  founded  thereon,  as  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  by  forbidding  any  State  to  pass  any  law  that  may 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  equally  denies  any  effect  to  a 
State  regulation  which  would  indirectly  impair  the  obligation  of 
the  original  contract,  by  saying  that  it  is  merged  in  the  judgment. 
Suydam  v.  Bwrber^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  468  ;  Ooodrich  v.  Dun- 
Jar,  17  Barb.  644.  And  see  note  to  Andrews  v.  Herriott^  4  Cow. 
608,  623.  Thus,  if  by  the  laws  of  another  State  a  cause  of  action 
is  merged  in  a  judgment,  an  action  upon  such  judgment  in  the 
courts  of  this  State  will  be  treated  a^  an  action  upon  an  express 
contract  of  record,  and  the  defendant  in  such  action  will  be  ab- 
solutely exempt  from  arrest,  so  far  as  liabilities  arising  out  of 
the  original  cause  of  action  are  concerned.  K,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  original  cause  of  action  is  not  merged  in  a  judgment 
by  the  law  of  the  State  where  it  was  rendered,  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered as  so  merged  here,  and  in  an  action  founded  upon  such 
judgment  the  defendant  will  be  liable  to  arrest  for  any  fraud  in 
the  original  contract  to  the  same  extent  as  if  no  judgment  had 
been  rendered.  lb.  But,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  that,  the 
original  cause  of  action  is  not  merged  in  a  judgment  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  where  such  judgment  was  rendered,  the  court  will 
assume  that  the  law  of  such  State  does  not  differ  from  the  law  of 
this  State  in  respect  to  such  merger,  and  a  defendant  in  an  action 
upon  such  judgment  will  be  exempt  from  arrest.  See  Suydaia 
V.  Barber,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  468 ;  Ooodrich  v.  Duribar,  17 
Barb.  644 ;  Besley  v.  Palmer,  1  Hill,  482. 
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But  2u  foreign  judgment  is  never  conclusive  between  the  par- 
ties, and  a  person  who  has  recovered  a  judgment  upon'  a  cause 
of  action  in  a  foreign  court  may  afterward,  at  his  election,  sue 
in  the  courts  of  this  State  upon  the  judgment  so  recovered,  or 
upon  the  original  cause  of  action.  Arthurton  v.  DalUy^  20  How. 
311.  See  Peel  v.  miix>tt,  16  id.  485 ;  S.  C,  28  Barb.  200 ;  7  Abb. 
433  ;  QreefnJbaum  v.  Stein^  2  Daly,  223  ;  see  note  to  Andrews  v. 
Serriottj  4  Cow.  610.  And  where  a  judgment  or  decree  of  a 
foreign  tribunal  shows  that  it  was  for  funds  embezzled  or  misap- 
plied  by  the  defendant  acting  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  the  plain- 
tiff may  rely  upon  the  original  cause  of  action  in  bringing  his 
action  here,  and  causing  the  defendant's  arrest.  Arthurton  v. 
DaUey,  20  How.  311. 

Z.  Actions  between  partners.  In  actions  between  partners, 
neither  can  be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  the  other.  If  the  partner- 
ship capital  be  misappropriated,  no  remedy  is  furnished  in  an 
action  at  law  unless  a  balance  be  struck  and  a  promise  to  pay 
given ;  and,  in  that  case,  the  action  would  be  ba^ed  upon  the 
promise  and  not  on  the  fraud.  Smith  v.  Small^  64  Barb.  223  ; 
Cary  v.  Williams^  1  Duer,  667. 

m.  Waiver  of  exemption.  Wherever  the  State  or  federal 
laws  have  conferred  the  right  of  exemption  from  arrest,  from 
motives  of  public  policy,  and  not  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to 
the  individual,  the  person  on  whom  such  right  has  been  con- 
ferred cannot  waive  such  privilege.  See  Valarino  v.  Thompson^ 
7  N.  T.  (3  Seld.)  676 ;  Davis  v.  Packard,  7  Pet  276. 

But  wherever  such  privilege  is  personal,  as  in  case  of  a  wit- 
ness, sheriff  or  attorney,  it  may  be  waived  by  act  of  the  parties. 
PoUardr.  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  70  ; 
Stewart  Y.  Howard,  15  Barb.  26;  Cole  v.  WClellan,  4  Hill, 
69 ;  Brown  v.  OetcheU,  11  Mass.  11,  14. 

So,  where  a  plaintiff  has  a  clear  and  undeniable  right  to  arrest 
the  defendant,  for  a  cause  of  action  falling  under  one  of  the  classes 
of  cases  in  which  this  right  is  expressly  given  by  the  Code,  or 
by  the  non-imprisonment  act,  he  may  waive  his  right  to  the  pro- 
visional remedy,  by  joining  with  the  cause  of  action  for  which 
the  right  to  arrest  is  given,  causes  of  action  to  which  no  pro- 
visional remedy  can  be  extended.  Thus,  where  a  complaint 
combines  a  cause  of  action  arising  from  a  failure  to  pay  over 
money  received  by  an  agent  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  with  a 
cause  of  action  arising  on  contract,  and  for  which  no  arrest  can 
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be  had,  the  right  to  arrest  for  the  former  cause  of  action  will  be 
destroyed  by  its  improper  joinder  with  the  latter  cause  of  action. 
Lambert  v.  an,ow,  9  Abb.  91 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  617 ;  2  Hilt.  601. 
Neither  can  an  order  of  arrest  be  maintained  where  the  com- 
plaint sets  fq;rth  a  cause  of  action  for  damages  for  the  fraud  and 
deceit  of  the  defendant  in  obtaining  goods  on  credit,  joined  with 
a  cause  of  action  on  the  promissory  notes  given  by  the  defendant 
in  the  same  transaction.  Brown  v.  AsMough^  40  How.  226. 
And,  in  general,  if  there  is  one  principal  cause  of  action  in  the 
complaint  which  will  not  justify  an  order  of  arrest,  it  will  be 
vacated  on  the  application  of  the  party  against  whom  it  is  made. 
Ely  V.  Steigler,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  36.  See  Mobinson  v.  Flird^  16  How. 
240 ;  Redfield  v.  Frear^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  449 ;  Petrie  v.  Fitzgerald, 
1  Daly,  401. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

IK  WHAT  CASES  AK  ARBEST  MAY   BE  HADE. 

Section  1.  Under  the  non-imprisonment  act. 

a.  Promise  to  marry.  Any  m^le  defendant  is  liable  to  an 
arrest  in  an  action  for  dx^mages  for  a  breach  of  marriage  promise, 
under  the  exception  to  the  general  application  of  the  non-im- 
prisonment act,  contained  in  chapter  300,  section  2  of  the  laws 
of  1831.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  any  defendant  was 
liable  to  arrest  in  any  action  on  contract ;  and,  by  the  provis- 
ions of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  the  former  practice  was 
retained  in  force  so  far  as  it  applies  to  remedies  allowed  in  ac- 
tions of  this  nature. 

b.  Fines  and  penaUi-es.  The  same  sciction  of  this  act  author- 
izes the  arrest  of  a  defendant  in  an  action  for  a  fine  or  a  penalty. 

0.  Money  collected  by  public  officer.  PubKc  officers,  also,  are 
liable  to  arrest  in  actions  against  them  for  moneys  collected  in 
an  official  capacity.  And  this  liability  attaches  whether  the 
cause  of  action  arose  in  a  foreign  country,  and  by  the  act  of  an 
agent  or  officer  of  that  country,  or  by  an  officer  of  this  State. 
Peel  V.  JBUiott,  16  How.  485  ;  S.  C,  28  Barb.  200 ;  7  Abb.  433 ; 
jRepubUc  qf  Mexico  v.  Aram^oiz,  6  Duer,  643.  As  to  who  are 
public  officers  see  1  B.  S.  96  (86). 

d.  Miscoofvdmd  in  office.  So,  also,  public  officers  are  liable  to 
arrest  for  any  misconduct  or  neglect  in  office.  Laws  of  1831,  ch. 
300,  §  2.    To  this  general  liability  of  public  officers  to  arrest  for 
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misconduct  or  neglect  in  office  there  is  one  exception.  Commis- 
sioners, superintendents  of  repairs  and  collectors  on  any  canal 
are  exempt  from  arrest  in  any  civil  suit  for  any  act  done  or 
omitted  to  be  done  in  the  exercise  of  official  duty.  1  R.  S.  224, 
§43. 

e.  Misconduct  or  neglect  in  professional  employmervt.  Mis- 
conduct or  neglect  in  professional  employment  was  also  allowed 
to  remain  a  ground  on  which  to  base  an  order  of  arrest  under 
the  non-imprisonment  act.  See  Laws  of  1831,  ch.  800,  §  2.  The 
non-payment  of  money  collected  by  an  attorney,  for  his  client, 
falls  within  the  meaning  of  this  provision  of  the  statute.  Stage 
V.  Ster)€ns^  1  Denio,  267,  overruling  Boharum  v.  Peterson^  9 
Wend.  603. 

/.  Non-payment  of  costs^  etc.  By  the  laws  of  1847,  chapter 
390,  section  2,  it  is  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  non-payment  of  interlocutory  costs,  or  for  contempt  of  court 
in  not  paying  costs,  except  attorneys,  solicitors  and  counselors  and 
officers  of  court,  when  ordered  to  pay  costs  for  misconduct  as 
such,  and  witnesses,  when  ordered  to  pay  costs  on  attachment  for 
non-attendance.  See  Gardner  v.  Tyler ^  5  Abb.  N.  S.  33 ;  S.  C, 
36  How.  62 ;  Buzard  v.  Oross^  4  How.  23 ;  Yreeland  v.  HugTies^ 
2  Code  R.  42 ;  Giles  v.  HaJbert,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  32.  As  a 
substitute  for  such  imprisonment,  the  third  section  gives  au- 
thority for  the  issuing  of  process  in  the  nature  of  9^  fieri  facia^^ 
to  be  enforced  against  the  personal  property  of  the  party  liable 
for  such  costs.  lb. 

But  a  judgment  debtor  may  be  committed  for  a  general  con- 
tempt in  supplementary  proceedings,  as  for  the  non-payment  of 
a  judgment  and  costs  under  an  order  previously  granted.  The 
act  abolishing  imprisonment  for  non-payment  of  costs  does  not 
apply  to  such  cases.  People  ex  rel.  Kearney  v.  Kelley^  22  How. 
309 ;  S.  C,  sub.  nom.  Kearney^  s  Case^  13  Abb.  459.  See  also 
^'Contempts,"  post. 

g.  Suit  pending  or  judgment  obtained.  The  right  to  arrest 
in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sections  was  not  given 
by  the  non-imprisonment  act,  but  was  allowed  to  remain  as  it 
previously  existed  under  the  Revised  Statutes,  by  the  exceptions 
to  the  general  provisions  of  that  act  contained  in  section  2. 
The  third  section  provides  for  the  arrest  of  a  defendant  in  all 
cases  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  act,  no  arrest 
could  be  made,  but  limits  the  remedy  to  cases  where  a  suit  has 
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been  commenced,  or  a  judgment  or  decree  obtained  in  a  court  of 
record.  By  the  amendment  of  this  act  in  1838,  an  arrest  can  be 
had  on  a  judgment  rendered  in  a  justice's  court,  as  well  as  in  a 
court  of  record,  provided  the  judgment  exceeds  the  sum  of  $25, 
exclusive  of  costs,  and  a  transcript  thereof  has  been  filed  and 
docketed  in  the  clerk' s  office,  as  provided  by  statute.  Laws  of 
1838,  ch.  138,  §  1.  The  same  eflFect  was  subsequently  given  to 
judgments'  rendered  before  the  justices'  courts  of  the  cities  of 
Albany,  Troy  and  Hudson.  Laws  of  1848,  ch.  48.  Before  a 
warrant  to  arrest  the  defendant  can  issue,  satisfactory  evidence 
must  be  given  by  affidavit  to  the  officer  to  whpm  application  is 
made,  showing  that  there  is  a  debt  or  demand  due  to  tbe  plaintiff 
from  the  defendant,  amounting  to  more  than  $25,  exclusive  of 
costs,  specifying  the  nature  and  amount  thereof  as  near  as  may 
be,  and  that  the  defendant  cannot j  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act^he  arrested  or  imprisoned.  Laws  of  1838,  ch.  138,  §  2. 
See  Broadhead  v.  McConnell^  3  Barb.  176 ;  Matter  of  Johnson^  7 
Rob.  269 ;  Oreen  v.  Gonzales,  2  Daly,  412.  So,  one  or  more  of  the 
following  particulars  must  be  established : 

1.  That  the  defendant  is  about  to  remove  any  of  his  property 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought, 
with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors.  Vredenl>urgh  v.  E'en- 
drickSy  17  Barb.  179  ;  or, 

2.  That  the  defendant  has  property  or  rights  in  action  which 
he  fraudulently  conceals ;  or  that  he  has  rights  in  action,  or 
some  interest  in  any  public  or  corporate  stock,  money  or  evi- 
dences of  debt,  which  he  unjustly  refuses  to  apply  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any  judgment  or  decree  which  shall  have  been  rendered 
against  him,  belonging  to  the  complainant.  People  v.  Mecorder 
of  Albany,  6  Hill,  429  ; 

3.  That  he  has  assigned,  or  removed,  or  disposed  of,  or  is 
about  to  dispose  of,  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud 
his  creditors ;  or, 

4.  That  the  defendant  fraudulently  contracted  the  debt  or  incur- 
red the  obligation  respecting  which  such  suit  is  brought.  People 
V.  Recorder  of  Albany,  6  Hill,  429. 

Whenever  these  facts  are  established  to  the  satis&ction  of  the 
officer  to  whom  the  application  is  addressed,  a  warrant  may  issue 
for  the  arrest  of  the  defendant,  and  the  defendant  be  arrested 
thereon. 

But  these  facts  must  appear  by  affidavit,  and  that  affidavit 
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must  contain  evidence  whicli,  in  the  judgment  of  the  officer, 
amounts  to  proof  of  the  charge.  Vrederiburgh  v.  ffendricJcSy  1? 
Barb.  179  ;  Broadhead  v.  McConnelly  3  id.  175 ;  Oreen  v.  Gon- 
zaZeSy  2  Daly,  412.  And  before  a  warrant  can  be  granted  under 
this  act,  it  must  appear  that  the  defendant  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  in  the  action  on  mesne  process.  Mat- 
ter of  JoAnsofiy  7  Rob.  269. 

The  assignee  of  a  judgment  rendered  in  an  action  founded  on 
fraud  has  all  the  rights  to  remedies  possessed  by  the  original 
creditor.  The  act  gives  the  remedy  to  the  plairdiff;  and  where 
the  relation  of  the  parties  remains  the  same,  and  the  cause  of 
action  has  not  been  substantially  changed,  the  right  to  the  reme- 
dies given  in  the  action  pass  to  the  assignee.  King  v.  Kirhy^ 
28  Barb.  49. 

Ji.  Trover  or  conversion  of  property.  The  act  of  1831  applied 
only  to  actions  arising  on  contracts.  Therefore  action^  in  form 
ex  delicto  are  in  general  not  affected  by  this  act,  but  remain  as 
under  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Under  the  Revised  Statutes  the  defendant  in  an  action  of  tro- 
ver, or  conversion  of  personal  property,  could  be  arrested  as  of 
course,  and  the  rule  has  not  been  changed  by  subsequent  l^s- 
lation ;  2  R.  S.  848  (369),  §  7,  except  that  an  order  of  arrest  is 
necessary.     See  Order  of  Arrest 

i.  TrespasB  in  taking  personal  property.  The  same  rule  ap- 
plies to  trespass  for  the  taking  of  personal  property.  This, 
under  the  old  practice,  was  a  bailable  action,  and  as  such  it  now 
remains.    2  R.  S.  348  (369),  §  7. 

j.  Heplevin.  Whenever  a  pl^ntiff  can  maintain  an  action  of 
replevin  he  can  alao  m^tain  an  arrest  of  the  defendant.  This 
action  and  its  accompanying  remedies  were  not  affected  by  the 
act  of  1831.    2  R.  S.  348  (369),  §  7. 

Jc.  IVespass  upon  land.  The  same  section  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  gives  the  right  to  arrest  in  actions  for  trespass  upon 
lands. 

Section  8.  Arrest  under  the  provisions  of  the  Code. 

a.  Non-residents  and  persons  about  to  remorse.  The  first 
clause  of  the  first  subdivision  of  section  179  relates  to  the 
arrest  of  non-residents  or  of  persons  about  to  remove  from  the 
State.  All  the  other  cases  mentioned  in  the  first  subdivision  of 
this  section  relate  to  all  defendants,  whether  residents,  non-resi- 
dents or  persons  about  to  remove  from  the  State.    Where  a  non- 
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resident  or  a  person  about  to  remove  is  to  be  arrested,  there 
must  be  three  circumstances  or  facts  regarded  :  1.  The  cause  of 
action  must  be  one  not  arising  out  of  contract ;  2.  The  action 
must  be  for  damages ;  and  3.  The  defendant  must  be  a  non-resi- 
dent of  the  State,  or  about  to  remove  therefrom.  What  consti- 
tutes a  cause  of  action  not  arising  out  of  contract,  and  who  is  a 
resident  or  a  non-resident,  will  be  hereafter  discussed. 

&.  Actions  Tiot  arising  out  of  coTdract  Under  the  former  prac- 
tice in  actions  at  law,  actions  were  divided  into  such  as  were 
called  ex  contractu^  or  such  as  were  termed  ex  delicto.  It  is 
only  the  latter  class  of  actions  that  will  be  noticed  in  this  place. 

Actions  in  form  ex  delicto  comprised  replevin,  trespass,  and 
trespass  on  the  case.  The  action  of  trespass  on  the  case  was  a 
universal  remedy  given  by  the  statute  of  Westm.  2, 13  Edw.  I, 
for  all  personal  wrongs  or  injuries  committed  with  or  without 
force,  whether  occasioned  by  malfeasance,  non-feasance,  or  mis- 
feasance. Trover,  slander  and  malicious  prosecution  were  three 
forms  of  this  remedy  in  the  nature  of  distinct  actions.  In  all  the 
actions  embraced  within  this  general  classification,  an  arrest  may 
be  allowed  under  such  conditions  as  are  prescribed  by  the  first 
subdivision  before  mentioned. 

These  include,  actions  for  damages  for  assault  and  battery^ 
for  libel,  for  slander ;  Davis  v.  Scott^  15  Abb.  127 ;  KnicJcer- 
hocJcer  Life  Insurance  Company  v.  JBeclesine,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  9, 
23 ;  actions  against  an  innkeeper  for  the  loss  of  the  baggage  of 
his  guests ;  People  v.  Willetty  6  Abb.  37 ;  S.  C,  26  Barb.  78 ; 
15  How.  210;  actions  against  common  carriers  for  damages 
resulting  from  carelessness,  negligence,  and  improper  conduct. 
Burkle  v.  Ells,  4  How.  287 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  148 ;  actions 
for  criminal  conversation ;  Detamater  v.  Russell,  4  How.  234 ; 
S.  C,  2  Code  R.  147;  Straus  v.  Schwarzwaelden,  4  Bosw.  627; 
or  sepuction ;  Taylor  v.  Nortfi,  3  Code  R.  9 ;  or  an  action  for  a 
limited  divorce  on  the  ground  of  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment. 
WIntosh  V.  WlntosTi,  12  How.  289 ;  and  actions  for  false  and 
fraudulent  representations  of  the  means  and  pecuniary  ability  of 
a  third  person,  whereby  the  plaintiff  was  induced  to  sell  and 
deliver  goods  on  credit  to  such  third  person,  to  the  plaintiff's 
damage.  Smith  v.  Corhiere,  8  Bosw.  634.  Previous  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Code  in  1863,  this  latter  action  must  have 
been  brought  under  this  first  subdivision  in  order  to  secure  the 
right  to  arrest  the  defendant    But  since  the  addition  to  subdi- 

77 


610  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 


Residence,  domicile,  etc. 


vision  four  of  the  clause  ' '  or  when  the  action  is  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  fraud  or  deceit^"  the  action  may  be  brought  under 
this  latter  subdivision  without  regard  to  the  question  of  resi- 
dence. HazUUv.  Gill,  19  Abb.  353;  S.  C„  4  Rob.  627;  Bed- 
field  Y.Frear,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  449. 

And  generally  where,  under  the  old  practice,  the  right  to 
arrest  was  given  in  actions  not  arising  on  contract,  or  in  actions 
sounding  in  tort,  the  same  right  remains  under  the  first  subdi- 
vision of  section  179.  • 

c.  Residence,  domicile,  etc.  It  is  not  easy  in  all  cases  to  deter- 
mine what  is  to  be  construed  as  a  residence  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Code.  The  terms  "  residence  "  and  ^ '  non-residence  "  are  in- 
variably used  in  the  Code,  while  in  the  Revised  Statutes  the 
terms  " residence,"  "  domicile  "  and  "  inhabitancy"  are  not  used 
indiscriminately,  but  had  each  a  definite,  legal  signification.  See 
Crawford  v.  Wilson,  4  Barb.  604,  522 ;  Roosevelt  v.  Kellogg,  20 
Johns.  210 ;  Thorndyke  v.  Oity  of  Boston,  1  Mete.  245 ;  HougMon 
V.  AvU,  16  How.  77,  85 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  89,  note ;  S.  C.  afltaned, 
26  How.  593,  n;  Chaine  v.  Wilson,  8  id.  78 ;  S.  C,  1  Bosw.  673. 
Bouvier  defines  "residence"  as  personal  presence  in  a  fixed  and 
permanent  abode.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
decisions  upon  which  the  old  rule  regarding  residence  was  based. 
Personal  presence,  or  what  may  be  termed  actual  residence,  was 
essential  to  the  strict  legal  significance  of  the  term.  Haggart  v. 
Morgan,  4  Sandf.  198 ;  In  the  Matter  of  Thompson,  1  Wend. 
43 ;  Frost  v.  Brishin,  19  id.  11.  In  these  cases  the  rule  is  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  a  person  may  be  a  non-resident  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statutes  relating  to  provisional  remedies  while  he 
has  a  domicile  within  the  State. 

Two  things  must  concur  to  constitute  domicile :  first,  residence, 
and  secondly,  the  intention  of  making  it  the  home  of  the  party. 
There  must  be  the  fact  and  the  intent.  Ennis  v.  Smithy  14  How. 
TJ.  S.  400.    See  Story  on  Confl.  of  Laws,  §  44. 

The  old  rule  that  the  term  "residence"  should  bQ construed 
liberally  in  favor  of  creditors  has  no  existence  under  the  Code, 
as  the  necessity  for  such  rule  no  longer  exists,  and  where  in  the 
provisional  remedies  of  the  Code  the  term  resident  or  residence 
is  used,  the  term  must  be  construed  to  mean  a  legal  residence. 
Houghton  v.  Avlt,  16  How.  77 ;  S.  C. ,  8  Abb.  89,  note ;  S.  C. 
affirmed,  25  How.  593,  n.  And  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  under  the 
present  practice,  the  same  facts  that  determine  where  or  what  is 
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a  "  domicile  "  will  also  apply  to  a  residence.  Chaine  v.  WilsoUy 
8  Abb.  78 ;  S.  C,  1  Bosw.  673 ;  Barry y.  Brockover,  6  Abb.  374 ; 
Crawford  v.  Wilson,  4  Barb.  604,  522. 

In  the  case  last  cited  many  of  the  decisions  on  these  questions 
are  collected  and  after  a  careful  comparison  of  authorities,  the  con- 
clusion is  arrived  at  that  from  the  various  definitions  of  the  terms 
"residence,"  "inhabitancy"  and  "domicile,"  the  proposition 
maybe  deduced  that  the  terms  "  legal  residence "  or  "inhabit- 
ancy ' '  and  *  ^  domicile ' '  mean  one  and  the  same  thing.  That  legal 
residence  means  the  place  of  a  man' s  fixed  habitation,  where  his 
political  rights  are  to  be  exercised,  and  where  he  is  liable  to  taxa- 
tion. See  HougMon  v.  AvU,  16  How.  85 ;  S.  G.,  8  Abb.  89,  note. 
Ordmarily,  one' s  residence  and  domicile  (if  they  do  not  always 
mean  the  same  thing)  are  in  fact  the  same,  and  where  they  so  con- 
cur, they  are  that  place  which  is  in  ordinary  language  called  Timne. 
And  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  where  a  person  has  a  home, 
as  that  term  is  ordinarily  used  and  understood  among  men,  and 
he  habitually  resorts  to  that  place  for  comfort,  rest  and  relaxa- 
tion from  the  cares  of  business,  and  for  restoration  to  health,  and 
there  abides  in  the  intervals  when  business  does  not  call,  that  is 
his  residence  both  in  the  common  and  the  legal  meaning  of  the 
term.  Chaine  v.  Wilson,  8  Abb.  78  ;  S.  C,  1  Bosw.  673  ;  Matter 
of  Hawley,  1  Daly,  531. 

The  following  general  rules  apply  equally  to  residence  or  domi- 
cile, as  the  term  "residence"  is  used  in  relation  to  the  provisional 
remedies  given  by  the  Code.  Every  person  must  have  a  domi- 
cile somewhere,  and  can  have  but  one,  for  the  same  purpose,  at 
one  and  the  same  time.  Ahington  v.  North  Bridgewater,  23 
Pick.  170;  Crawford  v.  Wilson,  4  Barb.  504.  Every  per- 
son has  a  a  domicile  of  origin,  which  he  retains  until  he  ac- 
quires another,  and  the  one  thus  acquired  is  in  like  manner 
retained.  The  place  of  birth  is  the  domicile  of  origin  ;  and,  as 
a  general  rule,  minors  have,  at  all  times,  the  same  domicile  as 
their  parents.  Crawford  v.  Wilson,  4  Barb.  504.  A  married 
woman  follows  the  domicile  of  her  husband,  and  usually  a  change 
of  the  domicile  of  husband  changes  that  of  the  wife.  But  if 
separated  by  a  decree  of  a  competent  court,  and  the  wife  remains 
in  the  same  place,  that  presumption  is  rebutted  as  to  any  new 
domicile  acquired  by  the  husband.  Vischer  v.  Vischer,  12  Barb. 
640.  A  widow  retains  the  domicUe  of  a  deceased  husband  untU 
she  obtains  another.     Oreene  v.  Oreene,  11  Pick.  409  ;  Mifflin 
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Township  y.  Elizabeth^  18  Penn.  St.  17.  Being  at  a  place  is 
priTna  fade  evidence  of  domicile.  Outer  v.  0  ''Donnelly  1  Binn. 
349.  This  presumption  may,  however,  be  rebutted.  Bruce  v. 
Bruce^  2  Bos.  &  Pul.  230,  n.  But  the  burden  of  proof  in  such 
cases  lies  on  the  party  seeking  to  rebut  the  presumption.  lb. 
As  to  what  constitutes  a  change  of  domicile  no  certain  rule 
can  be  given  which  will  be  equally  applicable  to  all  cases.  It 
requires  no  certain  length  of  time,  as  length  of  time  alone  is  not 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  change  of  domicile.  There  must  be  a 
bona  fide  and  permanent  intent,  facto  et  animo.  Until  these 
concur  the  old  domicile  remains.  Chaine  v.  Wilson^  8  Abb. 
78;  S.  C,  1  Bosw.  673;  Br(mn  v.  Ashhough,  40  How.  260; 
Yischer  v.  YiscJier^  12  Barb.  640 ;  SoTnermlle  v.  SoTnerviUe, 

5  Ves.  750  ;  and  where  a  person  has  two  establishments  in  dif- 
ferent States,  and  resides  in  each  during  diflTerent  portions  of  the 
year,  the  question  as  to  which  establishment  is  the  legal  domi- 
cile must  be  decided  by  the  intention  of  the  party^  as  evidenced 
by  his  acts  or  declarations.  CJiaiTie  v.  Wilson^  8  Abb.  78 ;  S. 
C,  1  Bosw.  673 ;  Hegeman  v.  Fox^  31  Barb.  475 ;  and  where  a 
married  man  does  business  in  one  place  and  has  a  family  living 
in  another,  his  domicile  is  where  his  family  habitually  reside ; 
and,  in  general,  when  the  fact  of  a  residence  has  been  once  ascer- 
tained or  conceded,  it  is  deemed  to  continue  until  there  is  proof 
of  a  change  of  location,  with  intent  to  make  such  location  a  new 
home,  with  a  fixed  purpose  to  remain,  and  without  a  present 
intention  to  return  when  some  temporary  purpose  is  accom- 
plished ;  and  a  mere  intent  to  change  such  residence,  coupled 
with  the  sincere  belief  that  such  change  has  been  effected,  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  constitute  such  change  unless  the  intent  and 
the  fact  concur.  lb.  ;  Somerville  v.  Somermlle^  6  Ves.  787 ; 
Mxvnroe  v.  Douglas^  5  Mad.  379,  405 ;  Briu^e  v.  Brucey  2  Bos. 

6  Pul.  231,  note. 

A  person  cannot  become  a  non-resident  by  being  temporarily 
absent  from  the  State,  nor  can  he  become  a  resident  by  being 
temporarily  within  it.  HurUrut  v.  Seeley^  11  How.  507 ;  S.  C,  2 
Abb.  138 ;  Boo/rdmian  v.  House^  18  Wend.  512.  Thus,  absence 
from  the  State  as  a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
does  not  render  a  person  a  non-resident,  as  it  is  impossible  for  a 
person  so  circumstanced  to  acquire  a  residence  elsewhere. 
TibhUts  V.  Townsend,  15  Abb.  221. 

So,  also,  a  mariner  cannot  be  deemed  \o  have  abandoned  his 
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residence  in  this  State,  while  engaged  as  a  mariner  upon  the 
ocean.  The  rule  is  substantially  the  same  in  this,  as  in  other 
cases.  The  residence  of  a  seaman,  if  married,  is  the  place  where 
his  femily  dwells,  or,  if  unmarried,  the  place  where  his  domicile 
was  fixed  when  he  first  went  to  sea  as  a  mariner.  Matter  of 
Scott,  1  Daly,  534  ;  Matter  of  Bye,  2  id.  625. 

Numerous  cases  might  be  cited  from  the  English  and  American 
reports  illustrative  of  the  general  principles  here  given.  But  as 
frequent  references  are  made  to  them  in  the  cases  already  cited, 
further  space  need  not  be  devoted  to  their  collection. 

d.  Removal  from  Staie.  The  other  condition  upon  which  a  de- 
fendant can  be  arrested  on  an  action  not  arising  on  contract 
under  the  first  clause  of  the  first  subdivision  of  section  179  is,  that 
the  defendant  is  about  to  remove  from  the  State.  This  intended 
removal  must  amount,  in  point  of  fact,  to  an  intention  to  imme- 
diately depart  from  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
new  domicile  or  residence  elsewhere.  It  must  be  an  intent  to  re- 
main permanently  and.  without  any  intent  to  return.  If  a 
defendant  is  arrested  on  an  order  under  the  first  clause 
of  the  first  subdivision,  based  on  an  affidavit  that  foils  to  estab- 
lish these  essential  facts,  the  order  of  arrest  will,  on  application, 
be  revoked.  Brophy  v.  Rodger s,  7  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  152.  See 
also  Brooks  v.  McLellan,  1  Barb.  247 ;  Hargreaves  v.  Hayes,  30 
Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  272 ;  Davis  v.  Scott,  15  Abb.  127. 

e.  Injury  to  person,  wTietJter  defendant  he  a  resident  or  a  non- 
resident. Another  class  of  cases,  in  which  a  remedy  by  arrest  is 
given  under  the  first  subdivision  of  section  179,  is  in  actions  for 
injuries  to  the  person. 

These  injuries  may  extend  to  the  absolute,  or  the  relative 
rights.  They  may  consist  in  injuries  to  the  right  of  personal 
security,  as  by  assault,  assault  and  battery,  or  rape,  or  for  inju- 
ries occasioned  by  carelessness  or  negligence,  or  injuries  to  health, 
as  by  nuisance,  or  by  the  neglect  of  a  physician,  or  of  an  injury 
to  reputation,  by  slander,  libel  or  malicious  prosecution,  or  in- 
juries to  personal  liberty  by  felse  imprisonment. 

Under  the  head  of  relative  rights,  are  embraced  the  various 
injuries  that  may  be  offered  to  a  person  in  the  relation  of  hus- 
band, parent,  guardian  or  master,  by  criminal  conversation, 
seduction,  abduction,  beating  or  other  ill  usage  of  a  wife,  child, 
ward  or  servant.  For  any  of  these  injuries  to  the  person,  the 
defendant  is  liable  to  arrest. 
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But  in  actions  of  assault  and  battery,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
courts  will  hesitate  to  grant  an  order  of  arrest  unless  the  defend- 
ant is  a  non-resident,  or  is  about  to  remove  from  the  State,  or 
unless  in  extreme  cases  of  outrageous  batteries.  Davis  v.  Scottj 
16  Abb.  127;  Knickerbocker  Life  Insurance  Company  v. 
EccUsine,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  9,  23. 

In  an  action  for  a  false  imprisonment,  the  defendant  may  be 
arrested,  and  the  order  maintained,  unless  it  appears  that  the 
plaintiff,  in  the  original  action,  had  a  reasonable  cause  for  the 
arrest.  When  such  fact  appears,  no  arrest  can  be  maintained  in 
the  action  for  false  imprisonment,  even  if,  under  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence, only  nominal  damages  could  be  recovered  in  the  original 
action.  Gordon  y.  Upham^  4E.  D.  Smith,  9.  So,  where  a  party 
has,  in  good  faith,  merely  stated  his  case  to  a  magistrate,  and 
that  officer  thereon  erroneously  causes  the  arrest  of  a  third  party 
against  whom  no  arrest  can  be  maintained,  such  action,  on  the 
part  of  the  party  making  the  complaint,  does  not  render  him 
liable  to  an  action  for  false  imprisonmei^t,  or  to  an  arrest  at  the 
suit  of  the  party  so  aggrieved.  Von  Latham  v.  Rowan^  17  Abb. 
237 ;  S.  C,  38  Barb.  339,  sub  nom.   Von  Latham  v.  Libby. 

In  an  action  for  a  limited  divorce  on  the  ground  of  cruel  and 
inhuman  treatment,  the  defendant  may  be  arrested,  as  this  action 
comes  clearly  within  the  definition  of  injuries  to  the  person.  An 
action  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery  is  not,  however,  an 
injury  to  person  or  character  within  the  meaning  of  section  179, 
subdivision  1  of  the  Code.    Mcintosh  v.  Wlrdosh^  12  How.  289. 

The  right  to  arrest  a  defendant  in  actions  for  injuries  to  the 
relative  rights  of  the  person  is  well  established  under  the  Code. 
Thus  an  order  for  the  arrest  of  a  defendant  has  been  allowed  in 
an  action  for  criminal  conversation  with  the  plaintiff's  wife. 
Delaviater  v.  Russell^  4  How.  234 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  147 ;  Straus 
V.  Schwarzwaelden^  4  Bosw.  627. 

So  the  order  has  been  allowed  in  an  action  for  the  seduction 
of  the  plaintiff's  daughter.  Taylor  v.  Norths  3  Code  R.  9.  And 
the  general  rule  has  been  laid  down  that  the  right  of  arrest  exists 
in  every  case  of  constructive  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  arising  out 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  parent  and  child,  or  guar- 
dian and  ward.  Delamater  v.  Russell^  4  How.  334  ;  S.  C,  2  Code 
R.  147 ;  and  see  2  Kent's  Com.  39  ;  3  Bla.  Com.  139. 

/.  Injuries  to  character.  Under  the  head  of  injuries  to  char- 
acter may  be  classed  all  actions  for  slander,  libel  and  malicious 


ARREST  AND  BAIL.  615 

Injuring,  taking,  detaining  or  converting  personal  property. 

prosecution.  But  it  has  been  held  that  an  order  of  arrest  will 
not  be  allowed  in  every  case  in  which  the  Code  provides  that  the 
order  may  issue.  That  the  granting  of  the  order  is  in  all  cases 
discretionary,  and  it  is  only  where  the  defendant  is  a  non-resi- 
dent or  a  transient  person  that  an  order  of  arrest  will  be  granted 
in  an  action  for  slander  or  libel.  Davis  v.  Scott^  15  Abb.  127 ; 
Knickerbocker  Life  Ins.  Co,  v.  Ecclesine^  6  Abb.  N.  S.  9,  23.  In 
actions  for  malicious  prosecution,  the  courts  require  that  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  affidavit  shall  be  prima  fade  evidence  of  a  want 
of  probable  cause,  or  the  order  of  arrest  will  be  vacated  and  the 
defendant  discharged.  Yanderpool  v.  Kissam^  4  Sandf.  716.  See 
Roberts  v.  BayleSy  1  id.  47;  Bulkley  v.  KetdtaSy  6  N.  Y.  (2 
Seld.)  384. 

g.  Injuring  J  taking^  detaining  or  converting  personal  prop- 
erty.   Under  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  as  under  the  former 
practice,  the  defendant  may  be  arrested  for  injuring,   or  for 
•  wrongftilly  taking,   detaining  or  converting  property.    Code, 
§  179,  subd.  1. 

The  word  '^  property,"  as  used  in  the  Code,  includes  property 
real  and  personal*  Code,  §  464.  But  as  the  word  is  used  in  sub- 
division 1  of  section  179  of  the  Code,  its  meaning  is  limited 
to  personal  property  only.  The  word  detaining^  if  used  alone, 
might  be  applied  to  real  estate  ;  but  the  expressions  ^'injuring," 
"taking"  and  "converting,"  are  used  in  the  same  sentence,  and 
apply  to  the  same  subject-matter,  and  these  expressions  cannot 
be  applied  to  real  property.  Therefore,  it  is  evident  that  the  Code 
furnishes  no  authority  for  the  arrest  of  a  defendant  in  an  action 
brought  against  him  to  recover  the  possession  of  real  property, 
with  damages  for  withholding  the  same.  Merritt  v.  Carpenter ^  2 
Keyes,  462  ;  S.  C,  33  How.  428  ;  Brush  v.  Mullen,  12  Abb.  242  ; 
FuUerton  v.  Fitzgerald,  10  How.  37;  S.  C,  18  Barb.  441. 
Neither  does  this  subdivision  of  section  179  authorize  the  arrest 
of  a  defendant  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of 
personal  property.  The  only  provision  authorizing  an  arrest  in 
such  cases  is  to  be  found  in  the  third  subdivision  of  that  section. 
Chappel  V.  Skinner,  6  How.  338.  If  the  facts  necessary  to  sus- 
tain an  arrest  under  this  latter  subdivision  cannot  be  substan- 
tiated  by  affidavit  where  a  right  of  action  for  the  recovery  of 
personal  property  exists,  and  the  arrest  of  the  defendant  is  for 
any  reason  important,  it  may  still  be  possible  to  procure  the 
arrest  of  the  defendant  in  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the 
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taking,  detention,  or  conversion  of  the  property.  The  advisa- 
bility of  adopting  this  latter  form  of  action  should  be  carefally 
considered  if  the  right  of  election  exist,  as  an  election  once  made 
will  be  final,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  hold  the  defendant  to  bail 
under  the  first  subdivision  of  section  179,  and  afterward  have 
the  property  delivered  to  him  before  judgment  under  the  pro- 
visions of  sections  208,  211  of  the  Code.  Chappd  v.  Skinner ,  6 
How.  388. 

A  plaintiff  may  be  entitied  to  demand  the  arrest  of  a  defend- 
ant in  an  action  on  two  or  more  grounds  arising  from  as  many 
distinct  wrongs  received  at  his  hands  and  forming  separate  causes 
of  action.  Thus,  he  may  unite  in  the  same  complaint  a  cause  of 
action  for  deceit  in  the  sale  of  personal  property,  with  a  cause  of 
action  for  the  taking  and  conversion  of  personal  property.  Both 
are  injuries  to  property,  and  the  law  affords  the  iigured  party  the 
same  remedy  in  either  case.  Cleoeland  v.  Barrows^  59  Barb.  364. 
Fraud  in  the  sale  of  property  is  therefore  a  ground  for  an  arrest 
under  subdivision  1,  as  well  as  under  subdivision  4  of  section 
179.  lb. 

A  party  to  whom  property  is  loaned  under  an  agreement  to 
return  the  sam^,  or  pay  for  it,  within  a  specified  time,  becomes 
liable  to  an  action  for  a  conversion,  by  so  disposing  of  the  prop- 
erty as  to  be  unable  to  return  it,  and  he  is  also  liable  to  arrest  in 
such  action.  The  payment  of  a  part  of  the  stipulated  price,  and 
the  delivery  of  a  note  for  the  balance,  will  not  change  the  char- 
acter of  the  liability  to  a  simple  debt,  nor  operate  as  a  waiver  of 
the  liability  of  the  defendant  to  arrest  in  an  action  upon  the 
original  cause  of  action,  commenced  after  the  dishonor  of  the 
note  and  its  return  to  the  maker.  Person  \*.  Oiver^  29  How.  432 ; 
See  I>ubois  v.  Thompsony  1  Daly,  309 ;  S.  C,  25  How.  417. 

The  election  by  a  creditor  to  affirm  a  contract  as  to  a  part  of 
the  claim  will  not  deprive  him  of  the  right  to  maintain  an  ac- 
tion for  fraud  in  the  contract  as  to  the  residue  of  the  claim,  and 
to  cause  the  arrest  of  the  defendant  in  such  action.  Neither  can 
an  unliquidated  demand  for  damages,  arising  out  of  a  tortious 
act,  be  regarded  as  a  debt  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  insolvent  debtors.  The  arrest  may 
be  maintained  notwithstanding  the  discharge.  Zinn  v.  Hitter- 
many  2  Abb,  N.  S.  261.  But,  where  the  cause  of  action  is 
founded  upon  a  contract,  as  in  case  of  an  action  against  a  carrier 
for  a  breach  of  duty,  the  plaintiff  cannot  evade  the  effect  of  a  dis- 
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charge  by  bringmg  an  action  sounding  in  tort.    Co/mpbell  v.  Per^ 
kins,  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld.)  430. 

The  flEict  that  the  acts  relied  upon  to  sustain  an  action  of 
trover  were  authorized  by  the  express  terms  of  a  contract  will 
not  free  the  defendant  from  liability  to  arrest  if  the  contract 
itself  is  void. 

Thus  an  action  of  trover  may  be  maintained  and  the  defendant 
arrested,  where  he  refuses  to  return  stock'  pledges  left  with  him 
as  collateral  security  for  a  usurious  loan,  even  though  he  was,  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  authorized  to  hypothecate  the  stock  and 
hM  hypothecated  it  before  such  demand  was  made.  The  theory 
of  the  action  is,  that  the  defendant' s  possession  was  wrongful 
from  its  commencement,  and  his  disposition  of  the  stock  tortious ; 
and  that  the  usury  vitiated  that  part  of  the  agreement  which 
authorized  him  to  use,  transfer  or  hypothecate  the  stock* 
Cousland  v.  Davis ,  4  Bosw.  619.  See  8c7iroeppel  v.  Qorning,  6  N. 
Y.  (2  Seld.)  107.  A  defendant  cannot  be  arrested  under  subdi- 
vision 5  of  section  179,  where  the  offense  of  disposing  of  property, 
with  intent  to  defraud  creditors,  was  committed  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  all  the  parties  to  the  transaction  were  foreigners. 
But  a  different  rule  exists  when  the  defendant  takes  the  property 
of  another  unlawfully  in  a  foreign  land  and  brings  it  here.  In 
such  a  case  the  action  is  brought  for  the  property,  and  the  right 
to  recover  for  it  here  is  based,  not  merely  upon  a  fraud  commit- 
ted abroad,  but  upon  the  continued  possession  of  the  property 
obtained  through  such  fraud ;  and  then  the  act  complained  of 
forms  the  cause  of  action  and  not  the  mere  cause  for  imprison- 
ment. Blasm  V.  Bruno,  21  How.  112 ;  S.  C,  33  Barb.  620 ;  12 
Abb.  265 ;  Northern  Railway  of  France  v.  Carpentier,  13  How. 
222  ;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  259 ;  Brown  v.  AsTibougTi,  40  How.  226.  The 
defendant  may  be  arrested  in  the  latter  case,  although  no  arrest 
could  have  been  made  for  the  same  offense  in  the  place  where  the 
fraud  was  committed.  City  Bank  v.  Lvmley,  28  How.  397 ; 
Johnson  V.  Whitman,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  Ill ;  Brown  v.  Ashhough, 
40  How.  226.  See  De  Witt  v.  Buchanan,  64  Barb.  31.  The  lex 
fori  and  not  the  lex  loci  governs  in  such  cases.  lb. 

h.  Injuries  to  real  property.  No  arrest  can  be  made  under 
subdivision  1  of  section  179,  in  an  action  relating  to  real  prop- 
erty. The  provisions  of  this  subdivision  relate  to  personal  and  not 
to  real  property.     Merritt  v.  Carpenter,  33  How.  428  ;  S.  C,  2 
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Keyes,  162  ;  Brush  v.  MuOen^  12  Abb.  242 ;  Fullerton  v.  Fitz- 
gerald, 10  How  37 ;  S.  C,  18  Barb.  441. 

h.  Fines  or  penalties.  By  the  second  subdivisioii  of  section 
179  the  defendant  is  rendered  liable  to  arrest  in  an  action  for  a  fine 
or  penalty.  The  second  section  of  the  non-imprisonment  act 
alBO  retained  the  right  to  arrest  in  actions  of  this  nature,  antcy  605. 

Under  the  practice  as  existing  in  England  a  distinction  is 
mkde  in  regard  to  the  character  in  which  the  plaintiff  sues,  and 
the  right  to  arrest  the  defendant  is  made  to  depend  thereon.  As, 
where  the  action  is  brought  by  the  party  injured,  the  statute  is 
remedial ;  but  penal  where  brought  by  a  common  informed'. 
Bones  y.  Booth,  2  W.  Bla.  1227.  In  the  first  instance,  the  defend- 
ant could  be  held  to  bail ;  but  in  the  latter  this  right  was 
not  allowed.  Turner  v.  Warren,  2  Strange,  1079 ;  Presgrave  v. 
,  1  Comyn,  75. 

j.  Promise  to  marry.  Any  male  defendant  may  be  arrested 
in  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  of  marriage  promise. 
But  this  right  is  limited  to  actions  brought  by  females,  for,  by 
subdivision  5,  no  female  can  be  arrested  in  any  action  except 
for  a  willful  injury  to  person,  character  or  property.  Siefke 
V.  Tappey,  3  Code  R.  23. 

k.  Money  received  or  property  embezzled  hy  public  officer.  It 
is  also  provided  in  the  same  subdivision  that  public  ofScers,  at- 
torneys, solicitors  and  counselors  shall  be  subject  to  arrest  in 
an  action  for  money  received,  or  property  embezzled  or  misap- 
plied.    Code,  §  179,  subd.  2. 

An  attorney  is  liable  to  arrest  for  retaining  money  received 
from  the  defendant  in  an  action,  when  such  money  should  have 
been  paid  to  the  plaintiff.  In  such  cases  an  order  of  arrest  will 
be  granted  as  of  course.  Oross  v.  Graves,  2  Rob.  707 ;  S.  C,  19 
Abb.  95.  And  where  an  attorney  receives  money  from  his  client^ 
with  instructions  to  pay  it  to  a  third  party,  and  refuses  to  return 
it  when  such  instructions  are  revoked,  he  is  liable  to  an  arrest, 
although  acting  in  good  faith.  Schadle  v.  Chase,  16  How.  413. 
See  Grant  v.  Chester,  17  id.  260 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  357.  And,  in 
general,  an  attorney  is  liable  to  an  arrest  for  any  violation  of  pro- 
fessional duty  in  this  regard,  whether  he  be  an  attorney  of  this 
or  another  State.  Yaies  v.  Blodgett,  8  How.  278.  See  Blason 
V.  Bruno,  21  id.  112 ;  S.  C,  33  Barb.  520 ;  12  Abb.  265 ;  City 
BaTiJc  V.  Lumley,  28  How.  397. 

So,  while  a  public  officer  of  this  State  may  be  arrests  foi 
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money  received,  or  property  embezzled  or  misapplied,  the  same 
rule  has  been  applied  to  officers  of  a  foreign  State  when  prose- 
cuted for  a  like  cause  of  action  in  our  courts.  HepuMic  of 
Mexico  V-  ArrangoiZy  5  Duer,  604  ;  S.  C,  11  How.  1,  576.  See 
Ped  V.  Mliotty  16  id.  481. 

Z.  Money  received  by  officer  or  agent  of  corporation  or  bank. 
An  officer  or  agent  of  a  corporation  or  banking  association  is 
liable  to  an  arrest  in  an  action  for  money  received,  or  property 
embezzled  or  misapplied,  in  the  course  of  his  employment  in 
such  official  or  representative  character. 

Under  this  provision  of  section  179,  the  officers  and  directors 
of  any  corporation  may  be  arrested  in  an  action  for  damages 
sustained  by  a  stockholder  through  their  fraudulent  and  illegal 
acts.     Orook  v*  Jewett^  12  How.  19. 

So,  where  the  cashier  of  a  moneyed  corporation,  acting  as  an 
officer  and  agent  thereof,  abstracts  from  the  possession  of  the 
corporation  sundry  certificates  of  shares  in  the  stock  of  such 
company,  sells  the  same,  and  embezzles  the  proceeds,  he  will  be 
liable  to  an  arrest  in  an  action  brought  by  the  corporation  for 
the  conversion  of  such  stock.  Northern  Railway  Company  of 
France  v.  Carpeniier,  13  How.  222;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  269. 

m.  Money  or  property  received  in  a  fiduciary  capacity.  Sub- 
division second  also  provides  that,  in  an  action  for  money  received, 
property  embezzled  or  fraudulently  misapplied  by  any  factor, 
agent,  broker  or  other  person  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  the  defend- 
ant shall  be  liable  to  an  arrest.  The  application  of  this  remedy 
depends  upon  the  construction  of  the  word  "fiduciary." 

The  term  "  fiduciary"  involves  the  idea  of  trust  and  confidence. 
It  refers  to  the  integrity  and  the  fidelity  of  the  party  trusted,  rather 
than  to  his  credit  or  ability.  It  contemplates  good  faith,  rather 
than  legal  obligatictn,  as  the  basis  of  the  transaction.  It  implies 
a  confidence  in  the  man,  rather  than  in  his  pecuniary  ability  to 
pay.  For  the  abuse  of  this  confidence  the  law  withholds  the 
privileges  it  confers  on  other  debtors,  and  adds  the  liability  to 
arrest.  Stall  v.  King^  8  How.  298.  If  the  principal  is  entitled 
to  recover  back  the  specific  property  intrusted  to  his  agent,  then 
the  agent  is  employed  in  a  fiduciary  capacity.  But,  if  the  agent 
has  the  right  to  receive  money  or  property,  and  use  it  as  his  own, 
holding  himself  accountable  to  his  principal  for  the  debt  thus 
created,  then  the  agent  is  not  acting  in  a  fiduciary  capacity. 
Stall  V.  Kingy  id.  298.    In  the  former  case  the  agent  is  liable  to 
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arrest,  but  in  the  latter  he  is  not.  Where  a  factor  receives  money 
to  be  invested  in  a  specific  thing,  aSid  a  special  condition  is  added 
that  the  money  shall  not  be  appropriated  to  any  other  purpose, 
the  factor  acts  in  a  fiduciary  character,  and  is  liable  to  an  arrest 
for  misappropriating  such  funds.  Noble  v.  PrescoUj  4  E.  D. 
Smith,  139.  The  same  rule  applies  to  an  agent  employed  to  col- 
lect money.  StoU  v.  King,  8  How.  298 ;  Schvdder  v.  ShiellSy  17 
id.  420.  So  an  agent,  employed  to  pay  money  directly  to  a 
third  person,  and  neglecting  to  do  so,  is  liable  to  arrest  on  the 
same  ground.    Burhans  v.  Casey ^  4  Sandf.  707. 

A  factor  is  defined  to  be  "  An  agent  employed  to  sell  goods, 
or  merchandise,  consigned  or  delivered  to  him,  by  or  for  his 
principal,  for  a  compensation,  commonly  called  fiustorage  or 
commission.  Hence,  he  is  often  called  a  commission  merchant^ 
or  consignee  ;  and  when  for  an  additional  compensation  in  case 
of  sale,  he  undertakes  to  guarantee  to  his  principal  the  pa)rment 
due  by  the  buyer  he  is  said  to  receive  a  del  credere  commii^ion." 
Story  on  Agency,  §  38.  The  decisions  relating  to  the  liability 
of  commission  merchants  to  arrest  for  a  failure  to  pay  over  to 
their  principals  the  money  received  from  sales  in  the  usual  course^ 
of  their  business,  is  somewhat  conflicting.  The  uncertainty  hereto- 
fore existing  had  its  origin  not  in  the  rule  itself  but  in  its  applica- 
tion. A  doubt  seemed  to  exist  as  to  how  far  the  fiduciary  capacity 
could  be  deemed  to  extend  to  the  varying  conditions  arising  out  of 
the  transactions  between  the  consignor  and  the  consignee.  But  the 
application  of  the  rule,  as  well  as  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  sabdivision  of  section  179  has  been  definitely  settled  by 
the  current  of  authorities.  The  term  "  in  a  fiduciary  capacity'' 
tends  to  show  that  by  fewtor,  agent  or  broker,  is  meant  one 
in  whom  a  trust  is  reposed,  such  as  is  usually  reposed  in  those 
persons  in  their  ordinary  or  regular  bitsiness ;  that  is,  a 
trust  that  they  will  sell  and  immediately  account  for  the  balance 
after  deducting  their  commissions;  not  that  they  shall  take 
a  general  charge  of  their  principals'  business,  pay  debts,  assume 
liabilities  for  them,  and  then  sell  their  property.  Ooodrich  v. 
Duribar^  17  Barb.  644 ;  Schudder  v.  SMeUs^  17  How.  420 ;  Turner 
V.  TTiompson^  2  Abb.  444.  And  wherever  the  ordinary  relations 
of  factor  and  principal  exist,  and  the  factor  fails  to  pay  over  to 
his  principal  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  property  consigned  to 
him  less  his  commissions,  he  Is  liable  to  arrest.  Ooodrich  v. 
Dunhar,  17  Barb.  644  ;  Duguid  v.  Edwards^  50  id.  288 ;  Clarh 
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V.  Piiickney^  id.  226 ;  Schudder  v.  Sheills^  17  How.  420 ;  Os- 
tell  V.  Brought  24  id.  274.  But  where  numerous  transactions 
have  taken  place,  and  the  conduct  of  the  parties  indicates 
that  it  was  not  their  intention  that  the  strict  relations  and  obliga- 
tions of  principal  and  factor  should  exist  between  the  parties, 
then  the  property  consigned  to  the  factor  for  sale  would  not  be 
received  in  any  other  capacity  than  that  of  a  mere  debtor,  and 
the  liability  to  arrest  would  not  attach  to  such  factor  on  a  failure 
to  pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  consignor.  Oood- 
rich  V.  Dunbar^  17  Barb.  644 ;  Dugmd  v.  Edwards^  60  id. 
288 ;  McBurney  v.  Martin^  6  Rob.  502 ;  Angus  Y..I)unscomh^  8 
How.  14;  Bussing  v.  Thom/pson^  15  id.  97  ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  696. 
So  where  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between  the  parties  the 
right  is  given  to  mingle  the  money  of  the  principal  with  that  of 
the  agent,  the  fiduciary  character  of  the  transaction  is  destroyed, 
and  the  right  to  arrest  the  agent  or  factor  is  destroyed  with  it. 
Bussing  v.  Thompson^  15  How.  97 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  696 ;  SvM(mY. 
J)e  Campy  4  Abb.  N.  S.  483.  And  where  the  factor  has  a 
personal  interest  in  the  money  received  and  a  right  to  control  it 
independent  of  -any  instructions  of  the  owner,  or  where  the 
credit  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  pecuniary  responsibility 
of  tbe  factor  rather  than  a  confidence  placed  in  his  personal  char- 
acter, the  right  to  arrest  the  debtor  is  not  given  by  this 
subdivision  of  this  section  of  the  Code.  McBurney  v.  Martin^ 
6  Rob.  502  ;  Stoll  v.  King,  8  How.  298.  But  the  right  of  the 
consignol"  to  the  immediate  receipt  or  delivery  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  made  by  his  factcn:  caimot  be  defeated  without  an 
express  or  implied  understanding  that  the  proceeds  shall  be 
differently  disposed  of ;  and  any  advances  made  by  a  consignee 
on  the  property  received  gives  him  no  right  in  the  property  or 
the  proceeds  of  its  sale,  further  than  a  lien  to  the  extent  of  the 
advances  made.    Duguid  v.  Edwards,  50  Barb.  288. 

Where  a  factor  receives  a  del  credere  commission  for  guaran- 
teeing the  sales  made  by  him,  the  fiduciary  relation  is  not  de- 
stroyed thereby,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  property  consigned  to  him  he  becomes  a  trustee  for  his  prin- 
cipal, and  is  liable  to  arrest  for  any  misappropriation  of  the 
funds  so  held.  Ostell  v:  BrougTi,  24  How.  274.  But  the  factor 
is  not  liable  to  arrest  if  the  purchaser  fails  to  pay  for  the  goods 
sold  to  him.  The  factor  is  liable  to  arrest  for  money  received 
only,  and  not  for  money  which  he  has  not  received,  but  for 
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which  he  has  made  himself  liable  to  his  principal.  Sutton  v. 
De  Campy  4  Abb.  N.  S.  483.  See  Angles  v.  Dunscomb,  8  How. 
14.  And,  where  the  action  is  brought  on  the  contract  of 
guaranty,  the  defendant  cannot  be  held  to  bail,  as  he  is  in  that 
action  a  mere  debtor.  Ostell  v.  Brought  24  How.  274.  Where 
a  complaint  sets  forth  a  state  of  facts  which  the  court  holds  does 
not  show  such  a  receipt  of  money  in  a  fiduciary  capacity  as  will 
warrant  an  arrest  on  that  ground  only,  no  arrest  can  be  main- 
tained, although  the  charge  of  retaining  money  received  in  a 
fiduciary  capacity  is  joined  with  a  charge  of  converting  the  same 
funds.  A  conversion  of  money,  and  its  receipt  in  a  fiduciary 
capacity,  must  necessarily  be  entirely  different  and  inconsistent. 
In  the  absence  of  the  fiduciary  relation  between  the  parties,  the 
liability  to  pay  such  money  to  the  principal  becomes  a  mere 
debt,  which  cannot  be  joined  in  a  complaint  with  a  cause  of 
action  for  the  tort  implied  in  the  charge  of  conversion.  McBur- 
ney  v.  Martin^  6  Rob.  502.  See  Lambert  v.  SnoWy  9  Abb.  91 ; 
S.  C,  17  How.  517 ;  2  Hilt.  501 ;  Brown  v.  AsKbough,  40  How. 
226 ;  Ely  v.  Steigler,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  35. 

And  where  money  has  been  received  in  a  fiduciary  capacity, 
the  right  to  arrest  the  factor  or  broker  will  not  be  barred  by  the 
acceptance  by  the  principal  of  a  note  or  check  which  is  dis- 
honored at  maturity,  even  if  such  note  or  check  was  given  after 
such  cause  of  action  accrued.  Shipman  v.  Shafer^  14  Abb.  449  ; 
Pettengill  v.  Mather,  12  id.  436  ;  S.  C,  1«  id.  399  ;  34  Barb.  522  ; 
22  How.  30;  Bull  v.  MeUisSy  9  Abb.  58;  MercTtards^'  Barik  v. 
Dwight,  13  How.  366 ;  Harding  v.  Shannon,  20  id.  25.  But 
see  Alliance  Insurance  Company  v.  Cleveland,  14  id.  408.  But 
where  the  plaintiff,  with  knowledge  of  the  facts  constituting  a 
fraud,  makes  a  compromise  of  the  matter  without  suit,  or,  after 
an  action  has  been  commenced,  compromises  the  action,  the 
compromise  will  be  held  valid  in  law.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
no  arrest  could  be  maintained  in  such  a  case,  where  the  right  of 
action  is  denied.    Adams  v.  Sage,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.)  103. 

n.  Misconduct  in  office  or  profession.  The  remaining  cases 
in  which  the  right  to  arrest  is  given  by  subdivision  2  of  section 
179  of  the  Code,  are  found  in  actions  for  misconduct  or  neglect 
in  office,  or  in  a  professional  employment  From  the  provisions 
of  this  subdivision,  canal  commissioners,  etc. ,  must  be  excepted. 
See  1  R.  S.  224,  §  43.  The  non-payment  of  money  collected  by 
an  attorney  for  his  client,  after  it  has  been  demanded  from  the 
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attorney  by  the  client,  would  furnish  a  ground  for  an  airest  as 
misconduct  in  a  professional  employment,  even  if  this  subdi- 
vision of  section  179  of  the  Code  did  not  expressly  give  authority 
to  arrest  a  defendant  in  an  action  for  such  breach  of  professional 
duty.     See  Stage  v.  Stevens^  1  Denio,  267. 

o.  Beplevin.  The  defendant  may  be  arrested  in  an  actioij 
to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  property  unjustly  detained, 
where  the  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  concealed, 
removed  or  disposed  of,  so  that  it  cannot  be  found  or  taken  by 
the  sheriff,  and  with  the  intent  that  it  should  not  be  so  found  or 
taken,  or  with  the  intent  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  the  benefit 
thereof.    Code,  §  179,  subd.  3. 

The  action  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  property  was 
given  by  the  Code  in  place  of  the  former  action  of  replevin,  and 
its  design  is  to  subserve  the  same  purposes.  It  will  be  observed 
that  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  action  to  recover 
damages  for  wrongfully  taking,  detaining  or  converting  perspnal 
property,  and  an  action  to  recover  ihQ possession  of  the  property 
itself.  And,  before  commencing  an  action,  the  plaintiff  should 
determine  under  what  form  of  action  it  is  advisable  to  proceed  ; 
and,  having  made  his  election,  should  conform  his  subsequent 
proceedings  to  the  remedy  he  has  chosen.  Having  made  his  elec- 
tion, he  will  be  required  to  abide  by  it.  He  cannot  commence 
the  action  and  hold  the  defendant  to  bail,  and  also  have  the 
property  delivered  to  him  before  judgment.  CTiappel  v.  Skin- 
ner^ 6  How.  338.  Neither  can  an  order  of  arrest  for  the  taking, 
detention  and  conversion  of  personal  property  be  properly 
granted  under  subdivision  3.  In  an  action  of  this  nature,  the 
recovery  of  damages  is  the  sole  object  of  the  proceedings,  while 
the  remedy  provided  by  subdivision  3  is  given  only  in  actions 
to  recover  possession  of  property  unjustly  detained  with  dam- 
ages by  reason  of  such  detention.  Seymour  v.  Van  Curen^  18 
How.  94  ;  Tracy  v.  Oriffin,  50  Barb.  70  ;  S.  C,  35  How.  209. 

It  wijl  be  seen  that  the  remedy  given  by  subdivision  8 
applies  where  the  relief  sought  for  the  detention  of  personal 
property  is  the  recovery  of  possession ;  and  that  the  right  to 
arrest  depends  on  the  fact  that  the  provisional  remedy  of  replevin 
or  its  substitute  under  the  Code,  called  claim  and  delivery,  has 
been  defeated  and  rendered  inoperative  by  the  act  of  the  defend- 
ant, in  concealing,  removing  or  disposing  of  the  property,  so  that 
the  sheriff  cannot  take  it  and  with  the  intent  that  it  should  not 
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be  80  found  or  taken,  or  with  the  iidervt  to  deprive  the  plaintiff 
of  the  benefit  cf  it.  Watson  v.  McOuire,  33  How.  87 ;  S.  C,  2 
Daly,  219  ;  Mviioey  v.  Damson^  8  How.  Ill ;  PurcJiase  v.  Bel- 
lows, 23  id.  421 ;  S.  C,  14  Abb.  357 ;  Pike  v.  Lent,  4  Sandf.  650, 
But  it  is  not  essential  that  the  action  of  claim  and  delivery  should 
l|;>e  entirely  unsuccessful  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the  right  to 
arrest  the  defendant.  Where  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action  of  replevin, 
obtains  a  portion  of  the  property,  he  does  not  thereby  waive  the 
right  to  an  order  of  arrest  against  the  defendant  for  the  recovery 
of  the  remainder,  or  for  damages  for  its  detention,  on  the  ground 
that  the  order  of  arrest  must  be  applicable  to  the  entire  cause  of 
action,  and  not  to  a  part  only.  Tracey  v.  Yeeder,  35  How,  209 ; 
S.  C,  50  Barb.  70. 

jp.  Fraud  in  coTvtra/Aing  the  debt,  etc.  Under  the  provis- 
ions of  subdivision  4  of  section  179  of  the  Code,  a  defendant 
may  be  arrested  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  contracting 
the  ^debt  or  incurring  the  obUgation  for  which  the  action  is 
brought.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  application  of  this  remedy 
lies  in  determining  what  has  been  decided  to  constitute  a  fraud 
in  contracting  a  debt  or  incurring  an  obligation.  In  determin- 
ing this  question  it  is  necessary  to  look  behind  the  transaction 
itself  and  scrutinize  the  intent  of  the  purchaser  or  obligor.  The 
test  inquiry  in  such  cases  is,  ^^  did  the  party  purchase  the  goods 
in  question  with  the  intention  not  to  pay  for  them  ?"  Hall  v. 
NayUr,  6  Duer,  71 ;  S.  C,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  688 ;  NichoU  v. 
Pinner,  id.  296  to  299.  The  first  important  consideration  is  to 
determine  what  evidence  is  proof  of  this  fraudulent  intent 

.  Usually,  the  fEU^t  that  the  purchaser  sells  for  less  thanlie  pays, 
almost  immediately  after  he  obtains  possession  of  the  purchased 
article,  is  considered  a  strong  badge  of  fi:aud,  and  almost  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  purchaser  intended  not  to  pay  the 
price.  But  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted  by  proof  that  the 
article  was  sold  for  full  market  value.  Manning  v.  Solis,  60 
Barb.  224.  But  where  a  party  represents  himself  as  "  good  and 
responsible  for  aU  the  goods  he  may  purchase,"  and  thereby 
obtains  credit,  and  in  a  short  tkne  afterward,  without  any  change 
in  his  circumstances,  discloses,  in  an  assignment,  an  indebted- 
ness double  in  amount  to  the  value  of  the  property  assigned, 
the,  presumption  of  fraud  will  be  conclusive.  Scudder  v. 
Barnes,  16  How.  534 ;  Smith  v.  Frank,  2  Rob.  626 ;  and  see 

Wilmerding  v.  Moohey,  11  Abb.  283. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  intention  of  the  purchaser  may  be  evi- 
denced by  his  representations  of  his  solvency  or  ability  to  pay 
for  the  goods  purchased,  taken  in  connection  with  the  facts 
appearing  when  default  is  made  in  such  payment.  The  propo- 
sition is  already  established  that  the  mere  fact  that  the  purchaser 
knew  that  he  had  not  suflBicient  property  to  pay  his  debts,  or  in 
other  words,  was  insolvent,  and  -did  not  voluntarily  disclose  this 
fact  at  the  time  of  contracting  the  liability  in  question,  is  not 
in  itself  sufficient  evidence  of  fraud  to  warrant  an  arrest.  The 
law  does  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser 
to  disclose,  unasked,  the  condition  of  his  finances,  in  order  to 
escape  the  imputation  of  fraud.  MitcJ^ll  v.  Worden^  20  Barb. 
253 ;  Hmmquin  v.  Naylor,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith)  139  ;  Nichols 
V.  Michael,  24  id.  264 ;  S.  C,  18  id.  (4  id.)  300;  McDonald  y. 
Christiey  42  Barb.  36.  But  the  rule  is  otherwise,  where 
after  a  long  course  of  business  transactions,  calculated  to 
awaken  confideilce  between  the  parties,  a  party  purchases 
goods  after  he  is  not  only  insolvent,»but  has  performed  an  open 
and  notorious  act  of  insolvency  by'  breaking  up  his  business 
and  assigning  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  In 
this  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the  purchaser  to  disclose  the  fact  of 
his  insolvency,  and  afailuireto  do  so  amounts  to  a  fraud  and 
is  a  ground  for  an  arrest.  Mitchell  v.  Worden,  20  Barb.  253 ;  John- 
son V.  MoneU^  2  Keyes,  665  ;  Chaffee  v.  Fort,  2  Lans.  81.  This 
distinction  is  founded  on  the  rule  that  fraud  is  never  to  be  pre- 
sumed but  must  be  shown  affirmatively  ;  and  that  in  the  case 
first  mentioned  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  an  honest 
intent  to  pay  the  debt  contracted,  although  the  purchaser  knew 
of  his  insolvency  at  the  time  of  incurring  the  liability.  Nichols 
y.  Finn^j  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  295.  But^  where  it  clearly  appears* 
that  the  concealment  of  the  fact  of  insolvency  was  for  the 
express  purpose  of  procuring  goods  and  not  paying  for  them, 
the  sale  will  be  void  and  the  purchaser  liable  to  arrest.  Su6h 
purpose  may  be  inferred  by  the  jury  from  the  circumstances  and 
conduct  of  the  purchaser,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  sale  in  ques- 
tion, but  also  in  other  cotemporaneous  transactions.  Van  KleeJc 
V.  Leroy,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  431 ;  S.  C,  4  Trans.  App.  295  ;  Hennequin 
V.  Naylor,  24  N.  Y.  (10  Smith)  189 ;  Mitchell  v.  Worden,  20  Barb. 
253 ; .  Morrison  v.  Oa/rner,  7  Abb.  425 ;  Byrd  v.  HaU,  2  Keyes, 
646  ;  Johnson  v.  Monell,  id.  655.  But  the  proof  of  an  intent  to 
defraud  should  not  be  equivocal  and  conflicting.  And  where  the 
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evidence  relied  tipon  to  establish  a  fraud,  is  the  false  represen- 
tations of  the  purchaser^  it  is  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should 
satisfactorily  prore  that  those  representations  were  fraudulently 
made. 

That  they  are  not  only  false  in  fact,  and  caused  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  him,  but  beyond  this  that  they  were  made  with  the 
intent  to  deceive  him.  Ma/rsh  v.  Falker^  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  562 ; 
Robinson  v.  Flvni^  58  Barb.  100 ;  Chester  v.  Comstock^  6  Rob.  1. 
The  representations  must  be  material  and  such  as  are  well  calcu- 
lated to  deceive,  and  must  have  been  believed  by  the  party 
giving  the  credit,  and  have  be^i  the  cause  of  his  parting  with 
his  goods.  Brown  v.  J^Kbough^  40  How.  226  ;  dark  v.  Rankin^ 
46  Barb.  670 ;  Smtffi  v.  Jonfies^  4  Rob.  665.  A  creditor  is  not 
entitled  to  an  order  of  arrest  unless  a  fraud — a  cheat  has  been 
practiced  upon  him.  lb. 

But  where  a  purchaser  makes  several  representations  with 
intent  to  deceive^  and  by  tiiis  means  induces  another,  relying  on 
the  truth  of  all  the  representations,  to  sell  him  goods  on  credit^ 
it  is  sufficient  ground  of  arrest  that  only  one  of  such  representa- 
tions was  false,  if  it  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  have  materially 
influenced  the  giving  of  credit.  WomriemacJier  v.  Davis^  2 
Sweeny,  272. 

A  purchaser  who  obtains  credit  by  false  representations,  which 
he  knew  to  be  false  at  the  time,  will  be  held  to  iTvtend  the  legiti- 
mate consequences  of  his  acto,  and  a  denial  of  a  fraudulent 
intent  in  making  such  representations  will  not  avail  him  on  a 
motion  to  discharge  from  an  arrest  therefor.  Whitcomb  v.  8(ds- 
man^  16  How.  638.  The  rule,  however,  would  have  been  differ- 
ent had  he  made  these  representations  believing  them  to  be  true 
•at  the  time  he  made  them,  even  though  they  were  utterly 
false  in  fact.  In  such  a  case  no  fraud  conld  be  intended,  and  the 
constructive  guilt  of  a  debtor  who  is  in  &ct  innocent  is  not  a 
sufficient  ground  for  imprisonment.  People  v.  Kelly ^  36  Barb. 
444 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  406 ;  BircheU  v.  Strauss^  28  Barb.  293  ;  S. 
C,  8  Abb.  68 ;  Oc^ney  v.  Bwrton,  12  How.  616 ;  Spies  v.  Joely  1 
Duer,  669. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  how  far  a  party  may  rely  upon 
the  representations  of  another,  the  courts  formerly  adopted  the 
rule  that  it  must  appear  that  the  injured  party  not  only  did  rely 
upon  the  fraudulent  statement,  but  that  he  had  a  right  to  rely 
upon  %  in  the  full  belief  of  ite  truth ;  and  that,  if  the  truth  of 


ARREST  AND  BAIL.  627 

Fraad  in  oontractiiig  the  debt,  etc 

these  statements  migM  have  been  tested  by  ordinary  vigilance 
and  attention,  it  is  the  party's  own  folly  if  he  neglect  to  do  so, 
and  he  is  remediless.  2  Pars,  on  Cont.  270 ;  Adams  v.  8age^  28 
N.  Y.  (1  TLBf.)  103  ;  White  v.  Seaver,  25  Barb.  285. 

This  role  was  afterward  reversed  and  the  opposite  mle  adopted, 
that  every  contracting  party  has  an  absolute  right  to  rely  on  the 
express  statement  of  an  existing  fact,  the  truth  of  which  is 
known  to  the  opposite  i>arty,  and  unknown  to  him,  as.  the  basis 
of  a  mutual  engagement ;  and  that  he  is  under  no  obligation  to 
investigate  and  verify  statements,  to  the  truth  of  which  the  other 
party  to  the  contract,  with  fall  means  of  knowledge,  has  delib- 
erately pledged  his  faith.  Mead  v.  Buuti,  32  N.  Y.  (6  Tiff.)  276 ; 
Blossom  V.  BarreU,  37  id.  (10  id.)  434  ;  S.  C,  5  Trans.  App.  36 ; 
Johnson  Y.  Haihorn^  3  Keyes,  126 ;  8.  C,  2  id.  476. 

This  rule  applies  where  the  party  making  the  representations 
has  actual,  positive  knowledge  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  them. 
And  the  rule  may  be  further  stated  that  actionable  fraud  may 
be  committed  by  stating  what  is  known  to  be  false,  or  by  pro- 
fessing a  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  a  statement,  when  such 
profession  is  untrue.  In  either  case,  falsehood  uttered  with 
intent  to  deceive  constitute  the  essential  ingredients.  Chester  v. 
Of/mstock^  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  675,  note ;  Marsh  v.  Falker^  id. 
662 ;  Brown  v.  Ashhough^  40  How.  226. 

It  is  immaterial  whether  a  fraud  committed  in  contracting  a 
debt  would  have  avoided  the  sale  or  not.  In  either  case  the 
purchaser  is  liable  to  arrest.  And  where  a  defendant  purchased 
goods  for  cash,  and  got  them  into  his  possession,  with  an  intent 
to  forthwith  convert  them  into  property  not  capable  of  being 
readily  reached  by  execution,  or  to  sell  them  to  a  bona  fide 
purchaser  to  prevent  a  stoppage  in  transitu^  he  committed  a 
fraud  in  buying  the  goods,  for  which  he  was  held  liable  to  arrest. 
Wallace  v.  Murphy^  22  How.  414 ;  Harding  v.  Shannon^  20  id. 
25.  And  where  a  person  borrows  money  on  a  promise  to  apply 
it  to  a  particular  use,  but  fraudulently  applies  it  to  another,  he 
is  liable  to  arrest  for  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt.  Lovell  v. 
Martin,  11  Abb.  126. 

The  rule  has  been  laid  down  that  in  an  action  against  copart- 
ners, upon  debte  due  by  the  firm,  all  the  partners  are  liable  to 
arrest  under  the  Code,  by  reason  of  the  fraud  committed  in 
incurring  the  debt ;  and  this,  though  the  others  neither  actually 
participated  in  the  fraud  at  the  time  it  was  committed,  or  after- 
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ward,  by  adoption.  AnonyTnous^  6  Abb.  319,  note ;  .BvU  v. 
Melliss^  9  id.  58 ;  Townsend  v.  Bogart^  11  id.  355 ;  Coraan  v. 
Alleriy  21  How.  114 ;  Hawkins  v.  Appleby^  2  Sandf.  421 ; 
Sharp  V.  Mayc/r  of  N.  F.,  40  Barb.  266 ;  S.  C,  25  How.  389. 

But  this  has  ceased  to  be  the  rule  of  practice  in  actions  of  this 
nature.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  a  liability  to  re- 
spond in  damages  for  the  tort  of  a  partner,  and  a  liability  to  an 
arrest  for.  such  tort.  And  where  the  tort  is  waived,  and  the 
action  is  brought  to  recover  a  dehty  although  all  the  partners 
are  liable  in  damages  for  the  fraudulent  representations  of  a  co- 
partner in  incurring  such  debt,  the  liability  to  arrest  extends 
only  to  such  as  are  actually  and  not  constructively  guilty  of 
fraud.  NaMcmal  BavJc  of  the  Commonwealth  v.  Temple^  39 
How.  432 ;  S.  C,  2  Sweeny,  344 ;  Harvover  Company  v.  Shddon^ 
9  Abb.  240  ;  WetTOore  v.  Earle^  id.  58,  note  ;  Woodruff  v.  Yal- 
entine^  19  id.  93 ;  Clqflin  v.  Franks  8  id.  412.  But  a  partner 
may  make  the  fraud  of  a  copartner  his  own,  and  render  himself 
liable  to  arrest,  by  retaining  the  property  fraudulently  acquired. 
HaTiover  Company  v.  Sheldon^  9  Abb.  240  ;  Anonymous^  6  id. 
319  ;  HawJdns  v.  Appleby^  2  Sandf.  421.  See  Clqflin  v.  Franks 
8  Abb.  412. 

There  must  be  personal  guilt  of  a  party  to  a  debt,  in  respect 
to  fraud  in  contracting  it,  to  make  him  liable  to  arrest  in  an 
action  for  the  debt,  within  the  spirit  of  section  179,  subdivision 
4,  of  the  Code.     Glaflin  v.  Frank,  8  Abb.  412. 

The  right  to  arrest  a  defendant  in  a  civil  action  for  fraudulent 
representations  in  the  purchase  of  property  is  not  confined  to 
cases  where  the  purchaser  contracted  the.  debt  in  this  country. 
The  right  of  a  foreign  creditor  to  arrest  a  defendant  who  has,  by 
means  of  fraudulent  representations,  procured  credit  in  a  foreign 
country  and  brought  the  property  to  this  State  with  him,  is  well 
established ;  and  the  fact  that  the  right  to  arrest  for  the  same 
transaction  is  not  given  by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the 
fraud  was  committed,  does  not  affect  the  rule.  In  cases  like 
this,  the  lex  fori  and  not  the  lex  loei  governs.  City  Bank  v. 
Lumley,  28  How.  397  ;  Brown  v.  Ashhough,  40  id.  226. 

q.  Fraud  in  concealing  property.  A  defendant  may  be 
•arrested  when  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  concealing  or 
-disposing  of  the  property  for  the  faiking,  detention  or  conversion 
of  which  the  action  is  brought.    Code,  §  179,  subd.  4. 
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r.  Damages  for  fraud  or  deceit.  By  the  amendment  of  the 
Code  in  18^,  authority  was  given  for  the  arrest  of  a  defendant 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover .  damages  for  fraud  or  deceit. 
Previous  to  this  amendment,  this  right  was  given  only  in  actions 
against  non-residents  under  the  first  subdivision  of  section  179 
of  the  Code.  Under  subdivision  4  no  restrictions  as  to  resi- 
dence are  imposed,  and  the  right  to  the  remedy  is  given  when- 
ever a  party  has  been  damaged*  through  the  fraud  or  deceit  of 
another.    Hazlett  v.  Gia,  19  Abbw  353  ;  S.  C,  4  Rob.  627. 

In  an  action  for  damages  incurred  through  the  fi:audulent  repre- 
sentations of  another,  the  question  of  intent  must  control. 
Whatever  the  representations  may  be,  the  important  and  essen- 
tial point  to  determine  is,  whether  they  were  fraudulently  made ; 
that  they  were  imprudently  or  indiscreetly  made  is  not  enough. 
Deceit  is  the  gist  of  the  action.  Falsehood,  the  intent  to  deceive, 
and  damage  must  concur  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the  right  to 
arrest  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  damages  for  fraud  and 
deceit.  CTiester  v.  Gomstock^  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  575 ;  Marsh  v. 
Falker,  id.  662. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  who,  without  knowledge  of  its  truth 
or  falsity,  makes  a  material  misrepresentation,  is  gtiilty  of  fraud 
as*  much  as  if  he  knew  it  to  be  false.  Bennetts.  Judson^  21  N. 
Y.  (7  Smith)  238 ;  Craig  v.  Ward,  36  Barb.  377 ;  S.  C.  affirmed, 
3  Keyes,  387 ;  2  Trans.  App.  281 ;  8?tarp^.  Mayor  of  New  TarJc^ 
40  Barb.  256. 

But  this  rule  requires  an  important  modification.  Where  it  is 
attempted  to  charge  a  party  with  fraud  for  representations  which 
were  false  in  fact,  and  concerning  the  truth  or  falsity  of  which 
the  party  had  no  •  knowledge,  it  is  necessary  to  prove  that  such 
representations  were  made  in  a  manner  calculated  to  induce  the 
belief  that  the  party  had  knowledge  of  the  facts  he  professed 
to  relate,  and  with  the  intent  that  they  should  be  so  believed  ; 
and  that  acting  on  such  representations,  in  the  belief  that  they 
were  true,  the  plaintiff  suffered  the  damage  for  which  the  action 
is  brought.  In  this  case,  the  fraud  consists  in  the  intentional 
falsehood  contained  in  the  pretense  to  knowledge  which  the 
defendant  did  not  have,  and  the  consequent  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff.  Marsh  v.  FaVker^  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  662 ;  Brown 
V.  AshJ>ough^  40  How.  226 ;  Robinson  v.  Flinty  68  Barb.  100. 

But  where  damages  for  fraud  or  deceit  are  asked  inciden- 
tally, and  there  is  one  principal  cause  of  action  in  the  complaint 
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that  will  not  justify  an  order  of  arrest,  no  arrest  can  be  ordered 
in  the  action.  Ely  v.  SteigUr^  9  Abb.  N .  S.  36 ;  McOaoem  v. 
Payn,  32  Barb.  83;  Smith  v.  Knapp,  30  NJ  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  688; 
Miller  v.  ScTierder,  2  N.  Y.  (2  Comet.)  262 ;  auydam  v.  amith,  7 
Hill,.182  ;  Brmim  v.  Treat,  1  id.  226.  Bat  if  thefacts  stated  in  the 
complaint  merely  constitute  a  cause  of  action  for  fraud  or  deceit, 
an  order  of  arrest  may  be  granted,  although  the  demand  for 
judgment  asks  for  equitable  relief,  inconsistent  with  the  fetcts 
alleged.    Redfield  v.  Frear,  9  Abb.  N.  8.  449. 

Actions  for  damages  for  fraud  and  deceit  are  frequently 
brought  where  the  alleged  fraud  consists  in  representations, 
made  by  a  vendor  concerning  the  article  sold,  which  represen- 
tations prove  to  be  false  in  fact.  But  one  rule  applies  to  aU 
such  cases.  If  the  vendor,  intending  to  deceive,  misrepresented 
the  character  or  condition  of  the  article  sold,  and  the  vendee, 
relying  on  such  representations,  suffered  damage  thei'eby,  the 
vendor  is  clearly  liable  in  an  action  for  such  damages,  and  may 
be  held  to  bail.  But,  if  the  vendor  is  ignorant  of  any  unsound- 
ness or  other  defect  in  the  article  sold,  a  mere  representation  of 
soundness  will  not  render  him  liable,  in  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  deceit  or  fraud,  upon  a  subsequent  discovery  of  a 
defect  then  secret.  Binnard  v.  Sming^  4Si  Barb.  470  ;  OlarJc  t. 
Bamer^  2  Lans.  67 ;  Marsh  v.  Falker,  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  662. 

s.  RerrioviTig  property  with  intent  to  defraud  cr editor b.  The 
fifth  subdivision  of  section  179  of  the  Code  gives  the  right  to 
arrest  a  defendant  who  has  removed  or  disposed  of  his  property, 
or  is  about  to  do  so,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors. 

The  rule  that  applies  to  all  arrests  where  fraud  is  charged  in 
the  complaint,  applies  to  arrests  under  this  subdivisipn  of  section 
179.  In  all  cases  in  which  fraud  is  charged,  proof  of  an  actual 
intent  ought  to  be  required,  to  justify  an  order  of  arrest.  The 
constructive  guilt  of  a  debtor  who  is  innocent  in  fact,  should  not 
be  a  sufficient  ground  for  his  imprisonment.  People  v.  Kelleyj 
36  Barb.  444  ;  S.  C,  13  Abb.  405  ;  Birchell  v.  Strauss,  28  Barb. 
293 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  63  ;  Pacific  Mutual  InsuraTice  Company  v, 
Mdchado,  16  id.  451 ;  Krauth  v.  Vial,  10  id.  139 ;  Spies  v.  Joel, 
1  Duer,  669.  The  question  of  intent  is  one  of  fact  and  not  of 
law,  and  no  rule  can  be  given  for  determining  in  all  cases  what 
constitutes  an ''intent  to  defraud."  This  must  be  determined 
by  the  facts  of  each  individual  case.  But  in  no  case  can  a  part- 
ner, in  an  action  relating  to  the  partnership  effects,  and  before  a 
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balance  strack,  obtain  the  arreet  of  a  copartner,  for  an  alleged 
fraudolent  removal  of  partnership  property.  Gary  v.  Williams^ 
1  Dner,  667 ;  Smith  v.  SmcUl^  64  Barb.  228.  In  order  to  obtain  an 
execution  againfit  the  person  in  eases  MUng  under  the  fifth  sub- 
division, an  arrest  of  the  defiendant  must  necessarily  precede  a 
judgment  in  the  action.  Code,  §  288 ;  Atocha  v.  Oareia^  16  Abb. 
303  ;  S.  C,  24  How.  186 ;  Purchase  v.  BeUows,  23  id.  421 ;  S.  C, 
14  Abb.  357 ;  Lee  \.  Elias,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  116  ;  S.  C,  3  Sandf. 
736. 

t  FeTnalesfor  wilful  injury^  eic.  The  provisions  of  the  Code 
relating  to  arrest  are  general,  and  apply  to  males  and  females, 
equally.  But  by  the  express  terms  of  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth 
subdivision  no  female  can  be  arrested  in  any  action  except  for  a 
willful  injury  to  person,  character  or  property.  Under  the  Be- 
vised  Statutes  of  1830,  no  female  could  be  imprisoned  on  any  pro- 
cess in  any  civil  action  founded  on  contract.  2  B.  S.  438  (446), 
§  9.  And  by  the  common  law  a  married  woman  was  exempt 
from  arrest  in  all  cases  whatever.  AnonyfrumSy  1  Duer,  613 ;  S.  C, 
8  How.  134.  The  common-law  rule  is  still  in  force,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Code  apply  to  unmarried  females  only.  Arumy- 
TfiotiSy  S.  C,  id.  134 ;  Baldwin  v.  Kimmelj  1  Rob.  109 ;  S.  C,  16 
Abb.  363.  And  where  a  female  is  arrested  for  an  injury  to  prop- 
erty, the  injury  must  be  something  more  than  a  conversion.  It 
must  \fe  a  malicious,  willful,  wanton  injury,  calculated  not  only 
to  destroy  the  plaintiff's  property  in  the  property,  but  also  the 
property  itself.  Tracy  v.  Lelandj  3  Code  B.  47 ;  S.  C,  2  Sandf. 
729 ;  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  234.  But  see  iSferr  v.  jT^  2  Code  B.  30 ; 
Northern  Railioay  v.  Oarpentier^  13  How.  222 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb. 
269,  And  a  fraud  in  contracting  a  debt  or  incurring  an  obligar 
tion  is  obviously  not  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  a  female 
may  be  arrested.     Wheeler  v.  Sartwell^  4  Bosw.  684. 

u.  Contempts.  It  is  provided  in  section  178  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Code  in  regard  to  arrest  and  bail  shall  not  apply  to  pro- 
ceedings for  contempts.  The  practice  relating  to  proceedings  of 
this  nature  will  be  folly  treated  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this 
work.  The  acts  which  constitute  a  criminal  contempt  for  which 
an  arrest  may  be  made,  are  enumerated  in  the  statute.  2  B.  S. 
273  (288),  §  10. 

t).  Usurpation  of  office.  The  Code  also  provides  that  in  an 
action  brought  by  the  attorney-general  against  a  person  for 
usurping  an  office,  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  upon  proof  by 
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affidavit  that  the  defendant  has  received  fees  ot  emoluments 
belonging  to  the  office,  and  by  means  of  his  usurpation  thereof, 
may  grant  an  order  for  the  arrest  of  such  defendant,  and  holding 
him  to  bail ;  and  that  upon  such  order  the  defendant  may  be  ar- 
rested and  held  to  bail,  in  the  manner  and  with  the  same  effect 
and  subject  to  the  same  rights  and  liabilities  as  in  other  civil 
actions  where  the  defendant  is  subject  to  arrest    Code,  §  435. 


ARTICLE  V. 

PROCEEDINGS  TO  OBTAIN  AN  OKDEE  OF  ABREST. 

Section  1.  In  general. 

a.  Mode  of  proceeding.  It  is  presumed  that  the  plaintiff,  be- 
fore proceeding  to  obtain  an  order  of  arrest,  has  considered : 
1.  Whether  the  form  of  the  action  is  such  that  an  order  can 
legally  issue.  2.  Whether  the  defendant  is  permanently  or  tem- 
porarily exempt  from  arrest.  3.  .Whether,  where  the  right  to 
the  remedy  is  clear,  it  is  advisable  to  exercise  that  right  and  de- 
mand the  arrest  of  the  defendant. 

These  preliminaries  being  disposed  of,  the  next  step  is  to  apply 
for  an  order.  The  application  may  be  made  to  any  judge  of  the 
court  in  which  the  action  is  brought,  or  to  a  coanty  judge,  and 
should  be  supported  by  affidavits  setting  forth  facts  showing 
that  a  sufficient  cause  of  action  exists,  and  that  the  action  is  one 
in  which  the  defendant  is  arrestable.  The  application  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  written  undertaking,  securing  the  payment  of 
the  costs  of  the  action,  and  the  damages  which  the  defendant 
may  suffer  by  reason  of  the  arrest,  in  case  the  judgment  should 
be  rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendant  instead  of  the  plaintiff. 
Code,  §§  180,  182.  The  details  of  this  procedure  are  given  in 
the  following  sections : 

Section  2.  Who  may  obtain  the  order. 

a.  The  original  party,  A  plaintiff  may  obtain  an  order  for 
the  arrest  of  the  defendant  for  a  wrong  committed,  where  he  can 
show  himself  clearly  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  for  the  re- 
dress of  the  wrong.  But,  beyond  this,  no  arrest  can  be  main- 
tained, and  no  order  should  be  granted.  And  where  the  plaintiff 
has  suffered  a  wrong  in  the  performance  of  an  illegal  act  he  can- 
not obtain  an  order  of  arrest.  Rolfe  v.  Delmar^  7  Rob.  80.  It 
must  appear  that  a  sufficient  cause  of  action  eosists,  and  this  can- 
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not  appear  before  the  right  of  action  accrues,  or  after  it  is  barred ' 
by  lapse  of  time.    Arthurton  v.  DaUey^  20  How.  311 ;  Wheel- 
rigM  v.  Joseph^  5  Maule  &  Selw.  93.     See  art.  2,  §  1,  of  this 
chapter,  ante^  689. 

b.  Assigned  demands.  The  assignee  of  an  assignable  demand 
has  all  the  rights  to  any  remedy  in  an  action  that  the  assignor 
would  have  been  entitled  to  if  the  action  had  been  between  the 
original  parties,  and  this  includes  an  order  of  arrest.  King  v. 
Kirby^  28  Barb.  49 ;  Orocers^  National  Bank  v.  Clarlc^  48  id.  26 ; 
S.  C,  32  How.  160.  But  this  rule  can  apply  only  to  such  de- 
mands as  are  capable  of  assignment.  As  a  general  rule,  mere 
personal  torts  which  die  with  the  person,  such  as  slander,  as- 
sault and  battery,  false  imprisonment,  <;rim.  con.,  seduction  and 
the  like  are  not  assignable  ;  but  torts  for  taking  and  converting 
personal  property,  or  for  an  injury  to  personal  property,  and, 
in  general,  fiXS.  such  rights  of  action  for  a  tort  as  would  survive  to 
the  personal  representatives  of  the  injured  party,  may  be  as- 
signed. Butler  V.  New  TorJc  &  Erie  Railroad  Co.^  22  Barb. 
110  ;  McKee  v.  Judd,  12  N.  Y.  (2  Kern.)  622.  The  power  to  as- 
sign and  to  transmit  to  personal  representatives  are  convertible 
propositions.  ZahrisMe  v.  Smithy  11  N.  Y.  (1  Kern.)  480. 
Among  the  assignable  demands  thus  generally  mentioned  may 
be  placed  a  cause  of  action  against  a  common  carrier  for  loss  of 
the  goods,  or  for  negligence  in  delivering  them.  Smith  v.  New 
York  &  New  Haven  Railroad  Co.^  28  Barb.  605 ;  S.  C,  16  How. 
277 ;  Freeman  v.  Newton^  3  E.  D.  Smith,  246  ;  Wald/ron  v.  Wtl- 
lard^  17  N.  Y.  (3  Smith)  466.  A  cause  of  action  against  an 
agent  for  the  conversion  of  funds.  Oovld  v.  Oovld^  36  Btob. 
270 ;  8.  C,  41  id.  664.  A  right  of  action  against  the  vendor  of 
land  for  fraudulent  representations  as  to  an  incumbrance.  Haight 
V.  Hayt^  19  N.  Y.  (5  Smith)  464.  An  action  to  recover  back 
money  paid  in  consequence  of  the  false  and  fraudulent  repre- 
sentations of  the  defendant.  Byxbie  v.  Wood^  24  N.  Y.  (10 
Smith)  607 ;  S.  C,  2  Bosw.  267.  A  claim  for  damages  to  per- 
sonal property.  Bvtler  v.  Neto  York  &  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  22 
Barb.  110.  A  claim  for  damages  for  the  conversion  of  property 
by  an  officer  or  agent  of  a  bank.  Grocers^  National  Bank  v. 
Clark,  32  How.  160 ;  S.  C,  48  Barb.  26.  And  a  cause  of  action 
for  the  conversion  of  personal  property  generally.  Oen^  v, 
Howland,  30  How.  360 ;  S.  C,  46  Barb.  660 ;  Robinson  v.  Weeks, 
6  How.  161 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  311 ;  McGinn  v.  Warden,  3 
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E.  D.  Smith,  355 ;  Whittaker  v.  Merrill,  30  Barb.  389.  The  powear 
to  make  an  assignment  of  rights  of  action  is  not  confined  to 
natural  persons,  but  extends  equally  to  artificial  persons. 
Orocers^  NaMonal  BanTc  v.  Clark,  32  How.  160  ;  S.  C,  48  Barb. 
36.  In  all  the  cases  mentioned  the  defendant  may  be  arrested 
in  an  action  brought  by  the  assignee. 
Section  3.  Against  whom  an  order  may  be  obtained. 

a.  Every  person  liable  to  arrest  As  a  general  rule,  all  per- 
sons in  this  State  are  liable  to  arrest,  and  any  exception,  in  the 
form  of  an  exemption  of  a  temporary  or  of  a  permanent  nature, 
arises  from  considerations  of  public  policy  and  interest,  and  not 
of  social  position.  The  persons  exempt  under  the  various  stat* 
utes  and  decisions  have  been  specifically  mentioned  and  classified 
in  a  previous  article.  ArUej  689  to  605.  But  the  ta^ct  that  a  per- 
son is  temporarily  exempt  from  arrest  wiU  not  afford  a  valid  rea- 
son why  an  order  of  arrest  should  not  issue  against  hi|n,  for,  even 
where  a  defendant  has  been  arrested  while  temporarily  exempt, 
the  order  of  arrest  will  not  be  vacated,  although  the  defendant  be 
discharged  out  of  custody.  A  re-arrest  on  the  same  order  may 
be  had  when  the  right  to  exemption  ceases.  Hart  v.  Kennedy^ 
16  Abb.  290;  S.  C,  14  id.  432;  23  How.  417;  39  Barb.  186; 
24  How,  425 ;  FeMe  v.  Fitzgerald,  1  Daly,  401, 

b.  JnfarUs,  married  W07n£ri,lu7iaMcSj  etc.  Infkncyisnotabar 
to  an  arrest,  and  an  order  of  arrest  may  be  obtained  against  an 
infant  as  well  as  against  an  adult.  Under  the  former  practice 
infants  could  only  be  proceeded  against  by  capiat.  The  process 
was  in  the  ordinary  form,  no  notice  being  taken  of  infancy.  People 
ex  rel.  Bailey  v.  Hoffman,  7  Wend.  489.  An  order  of  arrest  against 
a  married  woman  will  be  vacated  on  proof  of  coverture.  The 
common-law  rule  in  this  respect  is  unchanged.  Anonymous,  1 
Duer,  613 ;  S.  C,  8  How.  134  ;  Baldwin  v.  Kimmel,  1  Rob.  109 ;  S. 
G„  16  Abb.  353.  A  lunatic  may  be  arrested  on  civil  process,  and 
can  only  be  discharged  from  imprisonment  on  an  order  firom  a 
county  judge  directing  him  to  be  removed  to  the  State  lunatic 
asylum.  Bv^sh  v.  Pettibme,  4  N.  Y.  (4  Comst.)  300;  S.  C,  1 
Code  R.  N.  S.  264 ;  Laws  of  1842,  ch.  135. 

c.  Officers,  agents,  etc.  An  order  of  arrest  may  be  obtained 
against  the  officers  or  agents  of  a  corporation  for  misconduct  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  as  such.  This  rule  also  applies  to 
cases  where  the  act  for  which  an  arrest  is  sought  consists  in  a 
misapplication  or  embezzlement  of  the  property  of  the  corpora- 
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tion.  OrooTc  v.  Jewetty  12  How.  19 ;  and  to  public  officers  in 
like  cases ;  and  it  also  extends  to  officers  of  foreign  governments, 
when  the  action  is  brought  in  this  State  by  the  legalized  officer 
of  such  government.  Peel  v.  Elliott^  16  How.  481 ;  MepubliG  of 
Mexico  V.  De  Arrangoiz^  5  Duer,  684,  643. 

Section  4.  Who  may  grant  the  order. 

a.  Jttdge  of  the  court.  An  order  for  the  arrest  of  a  defendant 
must  be  obtained  from  a  judge  of  the  court  in  which  the  action 
is  brought,  or  from  a  county  judge.  Code,  §  180.  But  the 
power  of  a  judge  of  the  court  to  grant  an  order  of  arrest  is  limi- 
ted as  to  time.  The  order  can  be  granted  to  accompany  the 
summons,  or  at  any  time  afterward  hefore  jvdgmeTd.  Code, 
§  183.  See  §  7,  a,  post^  649.  In  an  action  brought  by  the  attor- 
ney-general against  a  defendant  for  usurping  an  office  and  re^ 
ceiving  the  fees  or  emoluments  of  the  same,  the  order  can  be 
granted  only  by  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court.    Code,  §  436. 

J.  CawrUy  judge.  The  Code  in  section  180  authorizes  a  county 
judge  to  grant  an  order  of  arrest.  But  this  does  not  authorize 
a  judge  of  any  county  to  grant  such  an  order  irrespective  of  the 
place  of  trial  or  residence  of  the  parties  or  their  attorneys. 
When  an  order  of  arrest  is  granted  by  a  county  judge,  such 
judge  must  be  a  judge  of  the  county  where  the  aotion  is  triable, 
or  of  the  county  in  which  the  attorney  for  the  moving  party 
resides.  Code,  §  401.  As  to  the  county  in  which  an  action  is 
triable,  see  ante,  181  to  190,  and  §§  124,  126  of  the  Code ;  Gould 
V.  Oho/pin,  4  How.  186 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  107 ;  Bangs  v.  Sdden^ 
13  How.  163. 

A  local  officer,  elected  to  discharge  the  duty  of  surrogate  in  a 
county  where  there  is  an  acting  county  judge  and  surrogate, 
may  grant  an  order  of  arrest  without  regard  to  the  questions 
whether  the  office  of  county  judge  was  vacant,  or  whether  the 
judge  was  unable  to  act.  Seyrnour  v.  Mercer,  13  How.  664,  666, 
note.  And  no  appeal  will  lie  to  the  special  term  of  the  supreme 
court  from  an  order  so  granted,  as  the  officer  acts  as  a  justice  of 
a  supreme  court  at  chambers,  and  his  orders  are  to  be  reviewed 
in  like  manner.  ConJclin  v.  Dvicher,  6  How.  386  ;  S.  C,  1  Code 
R.  N.  S.  49 ;  Code,  §  403 ;  Laws  of  1851,  ch.  108,  §  1. 

As  to  the  disqualification  of  a  judge  to  grant  an  order  of  arrest 
by  reason  of  relationship,  see  New  York  and  New  Haven  Sail- 
road  Compa/ay  v.  Schuyler,  28  flow.  187 ;  ante,  46,  47. 
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Section  6.  Affidayit  on  wUcli  to  grant  order. 

a.  By  whom  made  The  affidavit  upon  which  the  application 
is  based  may  be  made  by  the  plaintifl^  or  by  any  other  person  who 
has  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  requisite  £EU)ts  to  convince  the 
judge  that  an  order  should  issue.    Code,  §  181. 

b.  What  is  an  affidamt  f  An  affidavit  is  a  written  statement 
or  declaration  of  facts  sworn  or  affirmed  to  before  some  officer 
who  has  authority  to  administer  an  oath. 

An  affidavit  is  always  taken  ex  parte^  and  herein  it  differs 
from  a  dex)Osition,  as  in  the  latter  an  opportunity  is  always 
given  to  the  adverse  party  to  cross-examine  the  deponent.  An 
affidavit  should  be  so  framed  as  to  intelligibly  refer  to  the  cause 
in  which  it  is  made ;  and  this  can  most  readily  be  done  by 
inserting  the  title  of  the  cause.  It  should  state  the  place  where 
it  was  taken,  to  show  that  the  officer  before  whom  it  was  taken 
had  jurisdiction  ;  it  should  be  signed  at  the  end  by  the  affiant, 
and  the  jurat  should  be  signed  by  the  officer  with  the  addition 
of  his  official  title.  When  taken  before  certain  specified  officers, 
the  statute  requires  that  the  affidavit  should  also  bear  the  seal 
of  such  officers.  See  Officers  of  Courts,  ante^  255 ;  Affidavit, 
post^  641  to  646. 

c.  Contents  in  particular  cases.  Greneral  rules  may  be  given 
in  regard  to  the  formal  requisites  of  an  affidavit,  but  it  is  evident 
that  none  can  be  given  that  will  determine  what  facts  must  nec- 
essarily be  set  forth  to  meet  the  requirements  of  each  particular 
case  in  which  an  affidavit  may  be  employed.  The  affidavit  used 
in  support  of  an  application  for  an  order  of  arrest  must  show 
by  statements,  clearly  and  certainly  expressed,  that  a  sufficient 
cause  of  action  exists,  and  that  the  case  is  one  of  those  mentioned 
in  section  179  of  the  Code.  Code,  §  181 ;  CrandaU  v.  Bryan, 
15  How.  48 ;  S.  C,  5  Abb.  162 ;  Pindar  v.  Black,  4  How.  95 ;  S. 
C,  2  Code  R.  53. 

d.  Mode  of  stating  facts.  The  object  of  requiring  an  affidavit 
in  support  of  an  application  for  an  order  of  arrest  is  to  enable 
HiejTidge  to  determine  whether  a  sufficient  cause  of  action  exists, 
and  whether  the  case  is  one  of  those  mentioned  in  section  179  oif 
the  Code.  The  opinion  of  the  person  making  the  affidavit  is  of 
no  importance ;  and  where  the  affidavit  recites  mere  conclusions 
of  law,  or  contains  a  mere  repetition  of  the  bare  words  of  the 
statute,  it  will  be  insufficient.  Pindar  v.  Blacky  4  How.  95 ;  S. 
C,  2  Code  R.  53 ;  CrandaU  v.  Bryan,  15  How.  48 ;  S.  C,  5  Abb. 
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162.  The  facts  or  the  sources  of  the  infonuation  must  be  set 
forth  upon  which  the  belief  of  the  deponent  is  founded,  so  that 
the  court  may  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  party  is  right  in 
entertaLning  the  belief  to  which  he  deposes.  So  far  as  the  facts 
may  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  plamtiff,  they  must  be  stated 
posifively, .  but  so  far  as  they  necessarily  rest  on  information 
derived  from  others,  they  may  be  so  stated,  where  the  source  and 
nature  of  the  information  are  i)articularly  set  out,  and  a  good 
reason  is  given  why  a  positive  statement  of  them  cannot  be  pro- 
cured. WhiOock  V.  Roth,  5  How.  143 ;  S.  C,  10  Barb.  78 ;  9  N.  Y. 
Leg.  Obs.  95 ;  3  Code  R.  142 ;  De  Merth  v.  SidneTy  25  How.  419  ; 
S.  C,  16  Abb.  295 ;  Vanderpool  v.  Kissamy  4  Sandf.  715 ;  JBla- 
son  V.  BrunOy  21  How.  112  ;  S.  C,  33  Barb.  520 ;  12  Abb.  265 ; 
City  Bank  v.  Lumlepy  28  How.  397 ;  Cook  v.  Roachy  21  id.  152. 
If  the  information  is  derived  from  letters  or  official  documents  in 
the  possession  of  the  person  who  makes  the  affidavit,  or  which  it 
is  in  his  power  to  procure,  they  should  be  presented  with  the  appli- 
cation, or  copies  of  them  should  be  furnished,  and  where  such 
papers  or  copies  cannot  be  furnished,  a  satisfactory  excuse  for 
their  absence  should  be  given  in  the  affidavit.  De  Nierth  v.  Sid- 
neTy 26  How.  419 ;  S.  C,  16  Abb.  295  ;  City  Bank  v.  Jjumleyy  28 
How.  397.  A]}d  where  an  affidavit  is  founded  on  information 
and  belief,  it  should  set  forth  good  reasons  why  the  person  from 
whom  the  information  is  derived  did  not  make  the  affidavit. 
Bell  V.  Maliy  11  How.  254.  Unless  some  excuse  is  given,  the 
rule  of  evidence  applies,  that  a  party  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
resort  to  inferior  evidence,  when  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  produce 
evidence  affording  greater  certainty  as  to  the  fact  in  question. 

No  arrest  can  be  allowed  on  an  affidavit  based  solely  on  in- 
formation, and  unexplained  by  allegations  of  facts  showing  the 
sources  from  which  the  information  is  drawn,  or  the  reasons  why 
the  best  evidence  is  not  given.  Moore  v.  Calvert  9  How.  474 ; 
Union  Bank  v.  MoUy  6  Abb.  815  ;  Cook  v.  Roachy  21  How.  162  ; 
De  Neirth  v.  Sidner.  25  id.  419 ;  S.  C,  16  Abb.  295,  sub  nom. 
De  Weerth  v.  Felaner ;  Satow  v.  ReisenbergeVy  25  How.  164. 
The  plaintiff  cannot  be  too  particular  in  the  manner  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  facts  upon  which  he  relies  as  evidence  of  his  right  to 
an  order  of  arrest.  These  facts  should  be  presented,  where 
possible,  with  the  same  clearness,  fullness  and  detail  as  they 
would  be  if  relied  on  to  recover  at  the  trial  of  the  cause,  al- 
though an  order  may  be  granted  on  evidence  that  would  be 
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insufficient  to  warrant  a  final  recovery.  Bnt,  in  all  cases,  a 
prima  facie  case  must  be  made  out  before  an  order  of  arrest  can 
properly  issue.  JSacTis  v.  Bertrandy  22  How.  96 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb. 
433 ;  OrandaU  v.  Bryan,  B  id.  162 ;  S.  C,  16  How.  48 ;  WJiiiZock 
V.  Roth,  6  id.  143  ;  S.  C,  10  Barb.  78  ;  9  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  95  ;  8 
Code  R.  142 ;  Adams  v.  MilU,  8  How.  219. 

Facts  stated  generally,  as  that  the  cause  of  the  action  is  one  of 
those  mentioned  in  section  179  of  the  Code,  will  be  clearly  in- 
sufficient. PiTidar  v.  Black,  4  How.  95 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  63. 
The  affidavits  to  authorize  an  order  of  arrest  for  fraudulent 
representations,  whereby  the  defendant  procured  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  personal  property,  must  not  only  set  forth  the  par- 
ticular statements  or  representations  made  in  order  to  obtain  the 
property,  but  must  also  set  forth  in  what  respects  they  are  false. 
Draper  v.  Beers,  17  Abb.  163. 

For  the  form  and  contents  of  an  affidavit  to  procure  an  order 
of  arrest  under  subdivision  4  of  section  179  of  the  Code,  see 
Smith  V.  J(me8,  4  Rob.  666. 

And,  in  an  action  for  a  malicious  prosecution,  the  facts  which 
are  relied  on  as  prima  fade  evidence  of  a  want  of  probable  cause 
must  be  set  forth  in  the  affidavit,  so  as  to  enable  the  judge  to 
whom  the  application  for  an  order  of  arrest  is  ms^e,  to  draw  the 
proper  conclusions  of  law.  Vanderpool  v.  Kissa/m,  4  Sandf. 
716.  See  OovM  v.  Sherman,  10  Abb.  411.  So,  where  the  affi- 
davit states  generally  that  the  defendant  has  removed  or  disposed 
of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  his*  creditors,  fkots  and 
circumstances  to  warrant  such  a  conclusion  must  be  stated. 
Frost  V.  WiUard,  9  Barb.  440 ;  Cowrter  v.  McNamara,  9  How.  256. 
See  Furman  v.  Walter,  13  id.  848.  Setting  forth  in  an  affidavit 
that  the  defendant  had  charged  the  plaintiff  with  theft,  without 
alleging  that  such  charge  was  false,  will  not  justify  the  issuing 
of  an  order  of  arrest,  as  the  affidavit  does  not  show  a  cause  of 
action.  Adams  v.  Mills,  8  How.  219.  And  as  to  the  practice 
before  the  Code,  see  Ex  parte  Robinson,  21  Wend,  672  ;  Smith 
V.  Luce,  14  id.  237. 

In  ordinary  practice,  a  plaintiff  desiring  the  arrest  of  a  de- 
fendant should  base  his  application  for  the  order  upon  affidavits 
setting  forth  facts  showing  a  right  of  arrest  under  some  one  of 
the  subdivisions  of  section  179  of  the  Code.  He  should  frame 
his  complaint  in  accordance  with  the  strict  rules  of  pleading, 
and  should  carefully  avoid  the  insertion  of  any  allegation  not 
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necessary  to  constitute  a  right  of  action,  even  though  it  might  be 
pertinent  to  show  the  right  of  arrest.  The  application  may  then 
be  made  on  the  affidavits  alone,  or  it  may  be  made  on  a  verified 
complaint  and  affidavits  combined.  The  complaint  will,  in  such 
cases,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  motion,  be  regarded  as  an 
affidavit,  and  if  it  supplies  any  omission  in  the  affidavits  with 
which  it  is  used,  the  order  may  be  issued,  although  it  could  not 
have  been  properly  granted  on  the  affidavits  alone.  In  this  case 
the  order  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  granted  on  all  the  moving 
papers.  Brady  v.  Bissell^  1  Abb.  76 ;  TwrTier  v.  Thompson^ 
2  id.  444. 

In  aU  cases  where  the  right  of  action  and  the  right  of  arrest  are 
identical,  and  where  a  brief  and  concise  statement  of  the  facts 
constituting  the  cause  of  action,  as  set  forth  in  the  complaint, 
discloses  also  such  grounds  for  arrest  as  will  authorize  an  execu- 
tion against  the  body,  under  section  288  of  the  Code,  even  if  no 
order  of  arrest  is  obtained  before  judgment,  the  complaint  alone, 
if  properly  verified,  will  furnish  sufficient  proof  of  such  neces- 
sary facts  as  will  authorize  the  granting  of  the  order,  and  no 
further  affidavit  will  be  required  in  support  of  the  application. 
The  reason  of  this  construction  of  the  rule  is  obvious.  The  Code 
merely  provides  that  the  order  may  be  made  where  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  judge,  by  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff  or  of  any  other 
person,  that  a  sufficient  cause  of  action  exists,  and  that  the  case 
is  one  of  those  mentioned  in  section  179.  Code,  §  181.  A  verified 
complaint  is  such  an  affidavit.  F&uHer  v.  Burns,  7  Bosw.  637 ; 
Hecker  v.  Mayor  of  Nem  York,  28  How.  211 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  369. 
Additional  affidavits  would  in  effect  be  only  a  repetition  of  what 
had  already  been  stated  in  the  complaint,  as  it  is  necessary,  on 
an  application  for  the  order,  in  cases  where  tHe  cause  of  action 
and  cause  of  arrest  are  identical,  to  state  in  the  moving  papers 
every  fact  necessary  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover.  Smith  v. 
Jones,  4  Rob.  655.  A  still  more  valid  reason  for  holding  a  veri- 
fied complaint  as  a  sufficient  affidavit,  upon  which  to  base  an 
order  of  arrest  in  the  case  above  specified,  is  furnished  by  section 
72  of  the  Code,  which  provides  that  no  execution  shall  issue 
against  the  person  of  a  judgment  debtor,  nnless  an  order  of 
arrest  has  been  served,  as  in  this  act  provided,  or  unless  the 
complaint  contains  a  statement  of /acts  showing  one  or  more 
of  the  causes  of  arrest  required  by  section  179.  The  meaning  of 
the  clause  thus  italicised  is,  that  when  the  complaint  states  facts 
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such  as  constitute  a  cause  of  action  for  which  a  party  may  be 
arrested,  and  the  facts  so  stated  are  legitimately  and  properly 
in  the  complaint,  and  are  necessary  and  indispensable  to  consti- 
tute the  cause  of  action,  an  execution  may  issue  against  the  per- 
son, although  no  order  of  arrest  has  been  issued  or  served  before 
judgment.  Elwood  v.  Oardner^  10  Abb.  N.  S.  238 ;  Wood  v, 
Henry,  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  124;  LembMa  Case,  11  Abb.  N.  S. 
272.  It  is  evident  that,  if  a  complaint  is  sufficient  proof  of  the 
facts  justifying  an  arrest  to  authorize  an  execution  against  the 
person  after  judgment,  it  is  also  sufficient  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  an  order  of  arrest  before  judgment,  and  while  the 
defendant  has  ample  means  of  contesting  its  validity.  But  it 
follows  from  the  language  of  the  cases  last  cited  that  no  allega- 
tions in  a  complaint  of  facts  showing  a  right  of  arrest  will  be  of 
any  avail  upon  an  application  for  the  order,  unless  such  facts 
are  also  essential  as  constituting  the  right  of  ia^ction  ;  and  that  a 
complaint  can  be  used  on  an  application  for  an  order  of  arrest 
only  when  the  cause  of  action  and  cause  of  arrest  are  identical. 

A  careful  practitioner  will,  in  all  cases,  prefer  to  state  the 
facts  in  an  affidavit,  even  where  a  complaint  would  seem  clearly 
sufficient,  and  will  be  so  particular  in  the  preparation  of  the 
moving  papers  that  the  right  of  arrest  shall  clearly  appear  upon 
their  face. 

But  where  the  affidavits  are  themselves  sufficient,  and  they 
disclose  a  ground  of  arrest  which  is  consistent  with  the  allega- 
tions of  the  complaint,  the  arrest  will  be  naaintained,  although 
the  case  made  by  the  complaint  varies  from  the  affidavits.  SteUe 
V.  Palmer,  7  Abb.  181. 

As  a  general  rule,  facts  should  be  stated,  and  not  conclusions 
of  law,  and  yet,  in  an  action  brought  by  a  married  woman  in  re- 
lation to  her  separate  property,  an  affidavit  upon  which  an  order 
of  arrest  is  sought  will  not  be  insufficient  because  it  alleges  in 
general  terms  that  the  property  in  question  was  her  sepajrate  and 
individual  property,  without  showing  how  it  became  so.  Lipp- 
mann  v.  Petershurgh,  10  Abb.  254. 

The  name  of  the  person  against  whom  an  order  of  arrest  is 
sought  should  be  correctly  stated  in  the  affidavit,  yet,  where  the 
name  of  the  defendant  is  unknown,  he  may  be  designated  by  any 
name  until  the  true  one  is  discovered.  Pindar  v.  Black,  4  How. 
96 ;  S.  C,  2  Code  R.  53 ;  Code,  §  176. 

Technically  speaking,  an  affidavit  should  not  be  entitled  in  a 
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cause  before  the  action  is  commenced,  but,  for  convenience, 
in  referring  to  the  cause  and  connecting  the  application  with  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  action,  the  strict  rule  of  practice 
is  frequently  disregarded  and  the  title  of  the  action  given  in  the 
affidavit  A  formal  error  of  this  nature  will,  as  a  rule,  be  disre- 
garded by  the  court.  Pindar  v.  Blacky  4  How.  95 ;  S.  C,  2 
Code  B.  63 ;  City  Bank  v.  Lumley,  28  How.  397 ;  Code,  §  176. 

Affldazit  of  Injury  to  the  person. 

(Tide  of  cause.) 
( Venue.) 

A.  B.,  the  plaintiff  above  named,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  nas  agood  cause  of  action  against  T.  Z.,  the  defend- 
ant  therein,  arising  upon  the  following  lacts,  viz.  :*  That  on  the 

dav  of  las^  at  the  town  of  in  said  county,  said  Y.  Z., 
the  defendant,  did,  without  any  cause  or  provocation,  violently 
assault  and  beat  this  deponent,  by  {state  the  manner  of  the 
assault)  whereby  deponent  was  much  oruised  and  injured ;  and 
has  since  been  seriously  ill  by  reason  thereof,  to  the  damage  of 
this  deponent  in  the  sum  of  dollars. 

II.  And  this  deponent  further  sajs,  that  the  said  Y.  Z.  is  not 
a  resident  of  this  State,  but  resides  in  another  State,  to  wit,  in  the 
city  of  in  the  State  of  ;  and  that  said  defendant  is 
about  to  return  to  the  said  city  and  State,  as  this  deponent  is 
informed  and  verily  believes  (or  if  the  defendant  is  a  resident). 
That  said  defendant  is  about  to  remove  permanently  from  this 
State ;  that  he  has  disposed  of  his  property  in  this  State  ;  has 
closei  up  his  business  and  has  iaken  passive  for  himself  and 
family  on  board  the  Steamer  Northern  Light  for  California,  as 
this  deponent  is  informed  by  W.  Z.,  brother  of  said  defendant, 
and  venly  believes. 

III.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has  commenced 
{or  is  about  to  commence,  by  the  summons  hereto  annexed)  an 
action  in  the  supreme  court  against  the  said  Y.  Z.,  upon  the  cause 
of  action  above  stated. 

{Jurat)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Mfmey  received  in  a  Fiduciary  Capacity. 

(Title  of  cause.) 
(  Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  in  the  above-entitled  action,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  thai  he  has  a  good  cause  of  action  a^inst  Y.  z.,  the  defend- 
ant therein,  arising  upon  the  following  facts,  viz.  :*  That  on  the 
day  of  J  18    ,  this  deponent  delivered  to  the 

said  Y.  Z.,  a  note  broker,  doing  business  in  the  city  of  ,  a 

certain  promissory  note  lor  dollars,  made  by  ,  and 

81 
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payable  to  the  order  of  the  deponent.  That  the  said  note  was 
denvered  to  the  said  T.  Z.  in  trust,  to  sell  the  same  for  cash,  as  a 
broker  aforesaid,  and  to  return  the  proceeds  thereof  immediktely 
to  this  deponent,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  That  said 
Y.  Z.  informed  this  deponent  on  the  same  day,  that  he  had  sold 
said  note  for  dollars  cash.    That  said  x .  Z.  has  neglected 

and  refused  to  pay  said  sum  of  doUars  or  any  part  tnereof 

to  this  deponenlb,  although  requested  to  do  so,  to  me  damage  of 
this  deponent  in  the  sum  of  dollars.    That  deponent  has 

commenced  {or  is  about  to  commence,  by  the  summons  hereunto 
annexed)  an  action  in  this  court  against  said  Y.  Z.  upon  the 
cause  of  the  action  above  stated. 

{JurcU.)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Money  Collected  by  Agent. 

{TiUe  of  cause.) 
{Venue.) 

A.  B.,  plaintiff  in  the  above-entitled  action,  bemg  duly  sworn, 
says: 

I.  That  he  has  a  good  cause  of  action  against  Y.  Z. ,  the  de- 
fendant therein,  arismg  upon  the  following  facts,  viz.  :*  That  on 
the  day  of  ?  18  ,  this  deponent  employed  said  Y.  Z., 
the  defendant  herein,  as  his  agent,  to  collect  a  certain  debt  due  this 
deponent  from  of  ,  in  said  county ;  that  said  Y.  Z. 
was  to  collect  the  same  in  the  name  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  this 
deponent,  and  was  to  return  the  proceeds  thereof  to  him  imme- 
diately upon  collectinff  the  same.  That  said  Y.  Z.  has  collected 
the  whole  of  said  debt  from  the  said  ,  and  received  the 
money  thereon,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  affidavit  of 

hereto  annexed.    That  this  deponent  did,  on  the       day  of 

,  18    ,  demand  of  said  Y.  Z.  that  he  account  to  him  for 

the  money  so  received,   and  pay  the  same  over  to  him ;  but 

hitherto  tiie  defendant  has  whoUy  neglected  and  refused  so 

to  do. 

II.  That  this  deponent  has  commenced  {or  is  about  to  com- 
mence, by  the  summons  hereto  annexed)  an  action  in  this 
court  agamst  the  said  Y.  Z.  upon  the  cause  of  action  above 
stated. 

{Jurat)  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Injury  to  Property. 

{As  in  preceding  forms^  to  the  staterrient  of  the  cause  of 
action)  :*  That  the  said  Y.  Z.,  on  or  about  the  day  of  , 
18  ,  wrongfully  and  willfully  took  from  the  possession  of  this 
deponent  the  following  goods,  viz. :  {describe  tnem)  of  the  value 
of  dollars.    That  this  deponent  did,  on  the       day  of 

last,  demand  of  the  said  Y.  Z.  a  return  of  said  property,  but 
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that  he  refused  to  return  the  same,  and  that  he  has  converted 
said  goods  to  his  own  use,  to  the  damage  of  this  deponent  in 
the  sum  of 
n.  That  this  deponent  has  commenced,  etc.  (as  in  preceding 

forms.) 

Affidavit  in  an  Action  td  recover  possession  of  Personal 

Property. 

J  As  in  preceding  forms^  to  the  statement  of  the  cause  of 
ion.)*    That  on  the        day  of  ?  18    ,  tMs  deponent  was 

lawfollv  possessed  of  certain  goods  and  chattels,  then  and  ever 
since  tne  property  of  this  deponent,  consisting  of  (describe  the 
property),  of  the  value  of  dollars.    That  on  the         day  of 

,  at'  ,  in  said  county,  Y.  Z.,  the  defendant  above 

named,  (wrongfoUy)  took  the  said  property  from  the  possession 
of  this  deponent  and  still  wrongfiflly  detains  the  same,  to  the 
damage  of  this  deponent  in  the  sum  of  dollars. 

II.  I)eponent  further  says,  that  he  has  commenced  an  action 
against  said  defendant,  in  the  supreme  court,  to  recover  the 
possession  of  said  property. 

III.  That  on  the  day  of  last,  the  annexed  summons 
was  issued  herein,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  for  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  annexed  affidavit  with  the  requisition  indorsed 
thereon,  together  with  the  prescribed  undertaking,  were  delivered 
to  him  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  immediate  delivery  of 
such  property  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Proced- 
ure. That  since  the  commencement  of  said  action  (specify  the 
time  as  nearly  as  practicable)  said  property  was  removed  (or 
concealed,  or  disposed  of)  by  the  said  defendant  so  that  it  cannot 
be  found  or  taken  by  the  sheriff,  as  more  clearly  appears  by  his 
return  hereto  annexed. 

IV.  That,  as  this  deponent  believes,  said  property  was  so  re- 
moved (or  concealed,  or  disposed  of)  by  the  said  defendant,  with 
the  intent  that  it  should  not  be  so  found  or  taken  (or  with  the 
intent  to  deprive  this  plaintiff  of  the  benefits  thereof);  that  the 
grounds  for  this  belief  are  as  follows :  (state  facts  and  circum- 
stances showing  the  alleged  intent.) 

(Jurat.)  (Signature.) 

Sheriff  ^  s  return  Btf erred  tOy  as  Annexed  in  the  Preceding 

Form 
(Title  of  cause.) 
(  Venue.) 

I  hereby  return  that  the  within-mentioned  property  has  been 
removed  (or  concealed,  or  disposed  of),  so  that  it  cannot  be 
foxmd  or  taken  by  me. 

M.  N., 

(Date.)  Sheriff  of  County. 
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Affidavit  of  Fraud  in  Contracting  a  Debt 

{Title  of  cause.) 
(Venule.) 

A.  B. ,  the  above-named  plaintiff,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I.  That  he  has  commenced  an  action  against  the  above-named 
Y.  Z.  in  the  supreme  court,  to  recover  a  debt  due  this  deponent, 
from  the  said  Y.  Z.,  to  the  amount  of  dollars,  for  me  fol- 
lowing eoods  sold  and  delivered  by  this  deponent  to  the  said 
Y.  Z.  (aescribe  goods). 

II.  That  the  said  Y.  Z.  was  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  contracting 
the  said  debt. 

in.  That  the  said  debt  was  contracted  as  follows  :  That  on  or 
about  the         day  of  last,  the  said  Y.  Z.  requested 

this  deponent  to  sell  him  the  above-described  goods  on  credit ; 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  this  deponent  to  sell  such  goods 
on  credit,  the  said  Y.  Z.  then  and  there  falsely  and  fraudutently 
stated  and  represented  to  this  deponent  that  he,  the  said  Y,  Z. 
{set  forth  the  exoH  representations).  That  this  deponent  be- 
lieved such  statements  to  be  true,  and  was  thereby  mduced  to 
sell  and  deliver,  and  did  sell  and  deliver,  to  the  said  Y.  Z.,  upon 
credit,  the  said  goods,  as  requested  by  him,  and  that,  except  for 
such  statements  and  representations,  this  deponent  would  not 
have  made  such  sale  and  delivery  as  aforesaid. 

TV.  And  this  deponent  further  alleges,  that  all  such  statements 
and  representations  were  false  and  untrue,  when  so  made,  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  said  Y.  Z.,  and  that  the  said  Y.  Z.  made  the 
same  with  intent  to  defraud  this  deponent  by  obtaining  said 
goods  upon  credit,  with  intent  not  to  pay  for  them,  {f^ecifv 
every  fact  and  drcv/mstance  known  to  the  deponent  which  wtU 
tenaio  show  thai  the  representations  of  the  vendee  were  false 
andfraudvlent  to  the  knowledge  of  the  said  vendee^  and  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  goods  with  intent  not  to 
pay  for  the  same.) 

{Jurat  {Signature.) 

Affidavit  of  Fraudulent  Disposition  of  Property. 

{As  in  preceding  forms,  to  statement  of  cause  of  ax^ion),* 
That  on  the  day  of  ,  18  ,  Y.  Z.,  the  defendant,  made  and 
delivered  to  this  deponent  his  certain  promissory  note  in  writiiig, 
of  whicb  the  annexed  is  a  copy. 

II.  That  at  the  time  of  making  such  note,  and  for  some  time 
prior  thereto,  said  Y.  Z.  was  carrying  on  business  in  in  said 
county,  as 

III.  That  on  the  day  said  note  became  due,  to  wit,  on  the 
day  of  9  18    ,  tms  deponent  called  at^  the  store  of  the  said 
Y.  Z.,  in  ,  and  presented  said  note  to  him  and  demanded 
payment  thereof.    That  defendant  declined  to  pay  the  said  note 
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at  that  time,  but  requested  deponent  to  call  again  in  three  days, 
to  wit,  on  the       day  of       ,  and  get  his  money. 

rV.  That  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  dej)onent  a^ain  called  as 
requested  and  found  one  M.  N.  in  possession  of  said  store,  who 
then  stated  to  this  deponent  that  on  the  preceding  day,  the  said 
T.  Z.  had  sold  the  store  and  all  the  goods  therein  to  the  said 
M.  N.,  for  which  the  said  M.  N.  had  paid  to  the  said  defendant 
the  sum  of  dollars  ;  and  the  said  M.  N.  exhibited  to  depo- 

nent the  bill  of  sale  thereof  executed  by  the  defendant. 

V.  That  said  Y.  Z.  was  not  present  at  the  said  store,  and  as 
this  deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  has  not  been  present 
thereat  since  the  day  of  sale^  and  that  deponent  has  made  dili- 
gent search  for  the  said  Y.  Z.^  at  his  recent  abode  in  ,  and 
elsewhere,  but  is  unable  to  find  him  or  to  learn  of  his  where- 
abouts. 

VI.  That  the  said  Y.  Z.  has  no  other  property  in  this  State  to 
the  knowledge  of  this  deponent,  and  that,  as  this  deponent 
believes,  the  said  Y.  Z.  has  so  disposed  of  his  property  with 
intent  to  defraud  his  creditors. 

VII.  That  this  deponent  has  commenced,  ete.  (as  in  preced- 
ing forms). 

(Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

€.  Waiver  of  dqfects.  It  was  formerly  a  rule  of  practice  that 
all  defects  in  the  affidavit  upon  which  an  order  of  arrest  was  based 
were  waived  by  the  giving  of  bail.  Stewart  v.  Sowar dj  16  Barb. 
27;  Dale  v.  Radcliffe,  26  id.  333 ;  S.  C,  16  How.  71 ;  Barler  v. 
Hubbard,  3  Code  R.  169 ;  Code  of  1849,  §  204 ;  Oaffney  v.  Bur- 
ton, 12  How.  616. 

This  rule  no  longer  exists,  and  since  the  amendment  of  section 
204  of  the  Code  in  1858,  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest 
may  be  made  after  the  defendant  has  perfected  bail,  and  at  any 
time  before  judgment.  KnicJcerhocJcer  Life  Insurance  Co.  v. 
EccUsine,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  9 ;  Wicker  v.  Harmon,  21  How.  462 ;  S. 
C,  12  Abb.  476,  sub  nom.  Wickes  v.  Harmon.  It  should  be 
noticed  that  there  is  a  wide  distinction  between  a  waiver  of  an 
irregularity  arising  from  an  arrest  of  a  party  temporarily  privi- 
leged, and  a  waiver  of  a  jurisdictional  defect  in  the  order  itself. 
In  the  first  instance  the  exemption  is  a  mere  personal  privilege, 
of  which  the  party  may  or  may  not  avait  himself  at  his  option, 
and  an  omission  to  assert  this  privilege  while  the  exemption 
exists  will  be  held  a  waiver  of  the  right. 

/.  Filing  of  affidavits.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  file 
with  the  clerk  the  original  affidavits  on  which  an  arrest  is  made, 
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within  ten  days  after  the  arrest.    Role  6,  Supreme  Court    See 
also  Rule  8,  id. 

Section  6.  Security  by  plaintilf. 

a.  Form  of  security.  Before  an  order  of  arrest  can  issue,  the 
plaintiff  is  required  to  give  a  written  undertaking,  with  or  with- 
out sureties,  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  defendant  recover  judg- 
ment, the  plaintiff  will  pay  all  costs  that  may  be  awarded  to  the 
defendant,  and  all  damages  which  he  may  sustain  by  reason  of 
the  arrest,  not  exceeding  the  sum  specified  in  the  undertaking, 
which  shall  be  at  least  $100.  If  the  undertaking  be  el:ecuted 
by  the  plaintiff  without  sureties,  he  must  annex  to  the  under- 
taking an  affidavit  that  he  is  a  resident  and  householder  or  free- 
holder within  the  State,  and  worth  double  the  sum  specified  in 
the  undertaking,  over  all  his  debts  and  liabilities.  Code,  §  182. 
This  security  must  be  given  before  the  court  can  acquire  juris- 
diction to  issue  the  order  of  arrest.  Without  it  an  order  would 
be  void.  Newdl  v.  Doran^  21  How.  427.  See  Rule  6,  Supreme 
Court. 

&.  WTio  to  he  sureties.  It  is  a  matter  within  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  whether  sureties  shall  be  required  on  the  undertaking 
given  by  the  plaintiff  or  not,  and  also  to  determine  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  security.  If  an  undertaking  executed  by  one 
surety  is  deemed  sufficient  by  the  court,  no  more  can  be  required. 
The  only  restriction  upon  the  discretion  of  the  court  is,  that  if 
security  be  required  at  aU,  it  shall  be  in  the  form  of  a  written 
undertaking  signed  by  one  or  more  sureties.  Courier  v. 
McJyamara,  9  How.  255 ;  Ward  v.  Whitney^  8  N.  Y.  (4  Seld,) 
442.  It  is  not  even  essential  that  the  plaintiff  or  his  agent  should 
sign  the  undertaking,  where  other  sureties  are 'required  ;  and  the 
former  rule  to  the  contrary  is  abrogated*  Askins  v.  HearnSy 
3  Abb.  184 ;  BeUinger  v.  Gardner,  2  id.  441 ;  S.  C.,12  How.  381 ; 
Courter  v.  McNamara,  9  id.  256 ;  Leffingwell  v.  CJiave,  19  id. 
54.  And  where  a  foreign  government  is  plaintiff,  the  undertak- 
ing may  be  signed  by  the  accredited  minister  with  such  other 
sureties  as  the  court  may  require.  JRepublic  of  Mexico  v. 
Arrangoiz,  5  Duer,  634 ;  S.  C,  11  How.  1 ;  3  Abb.  470.  The 
undertaking  may  be  executed  by  any  person  who  can  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  by  affidavit  or  otherwise,  that  he 
possesses  the  requisite  property  qualifications.  To  this  rule 
there  is  but  one  exception.  In  no  case  can  an  attorney  be 
surety  on  any  undertaking.    Rule  8,  Supreme  Court. 
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c.  Acknowledgment.  Whenever  a  justice  or  other  officer  ap- 
proves of  the  security  to  be  given  in  any  case,  or  reports  upon 
its  sufficiency,  it  shaU  be  his  duty  to  require  personal  sureties  to 
justify,  or,  if  the  security  offered  is  by  way  of  mortgage  on  real 
estate,  the  required  proof  of  the  value  of  such  real  estate.  All 
bonds  and  undertakings,  and  other  securities  in  writing  shall  be 
duly  proved,  or  acknowledged,  in  like  manner  as  deeds  of  real 
estate,  before  the  same  shall  be  received  or  filed.  Eule  9, 
Supreme  Court  The  affidavit  of  jurisdiction  should  be  annexed 
to  the  undertaking  and  filed  with  it.  Van  WezeL  v.  Yan  Wezel^ 
3  Paige,  3a 

d.  Approval.  The  approval  of  the  judge  or  justice  must  in 
all  cases  be  indorsed  on  tiie  undertaking,  and  where  the  under- 
taking is  not  so  indorsed,  the  order  may,  on  motion,  be  vacated 
with  costs,    Newall  v.  Doran^  21  How.  427. 

UTidertaMng  07i  Obtaining  Order  of  Arrest. 

{Title  of  cattle.) 

Whereas,  The  plaintiff  in  the  above-entitled  action  has 
made,  or  is  about  to  mafce,  application  for  an  order  to  arrest  the 
defendant  therein^ 

Now,  therefore,  we,  A.  B. ,  of  ,  county  of         ,  by  occu- 

pation ,  and  C.    D.,   of  ,  county  of  ,  by 

occupation  ,  and  G.  EL,  of      ,      ,  county  of  , 

by  occupation  ,  do  hereby  undertake  that  ii  the  defend- 

ant recover  judgment,  the  plaintiff  will  pay  all  costs  that  may 
be  awarded  to  tne  defendant,  and  all  damages  which  he  may 
sustain  by  reason  of  the  arrest,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
dollars.  (Signatures.) 

Acknowledgment. 

State  of  New  Tobk,  )  .. . 
County  of  .        f**  * 

On  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  seventy  ,  before  me  personally  came  A.  B.,  C.  D. 
and  G.  H.,  above  named,  to  me  known  to  be  the  individ- 
uals described  in,  and  who  executed  the  above  undertaking,  and 
severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed  the  same. 

{Signature.) 

Justification. 

State  of  New  York,  )  _ . , 
County  of  .       f*^- 

A.  B.,  C.  D.  and  G.  H.,  being  severally  duly  sworn,  say,  each 
for  himself,  that  he  is  a  resident  and  holder  withm  this 
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State,  and  worth  the  sum  of  dollars,  over  all  his  debts  and 

liabilities,  exclusive  of  property  exempt  from  execution. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day  of  , 

187    . 

{Jurat.)  {Signatures.) 

Justification  —  Separate  Affidavits. 

State  op  New  York,  )  _. . 
County  of  .     '  P*  ' 

A.  B.,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  a  resident  and 
holder  within  this  State,  and  worth  the  sum  of  dollars  over 

all  his  debts  and  liabilities,  exclusive  of  property  exempt  from 
execution. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day  of  y 

187    . 

{Jurat.)  {Signatures.) 

IndorsemerU  of  Judges  Approval. 

I  approve  of  the  foregoing  (or  within)  undertaking  and  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  surety  therein. 
{Date.)  {Signature.) 

e.  Service.  It  is  not  necessary  to  serve  the  original,  or  a  copy 
of  the  undertaking,  on  the  defendant.  A  copy  of  the  affidavit 
on  which  the  order  of  arrest  was  granted,  and  a  copy  of  the 
order  of  arrest  are  the  only  papers  served  on  the  defendant  at 
the  time  of  the  arrest. 

/.  Filing.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney  to 
file  forthwith,  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  all  undertakings 
given  upon  procuring  the  order  of  arrest,  with  the  approval  of 
the  judge  or  justice  taking  the  same  indorsed  thereon.  'A  fail- 
ure to  perform  this  duty  gives  to  the  defendant  a  right  to  move 
the  court  to  vacate  the  proceedings,  with  costs,  as  if  no  under- 
taking had  been  given.  Rule  5,  Supreme  Court;  Newell  v. 
Doran,  21  How.  427. 

g.  Amend/nient  But  when  it  appears  that  through  inadvert- 
ence the  attorney  has  omitted  to  file  the  undertaking  with  the 
clerk,  the  court  may  relieve  the  plaintiff  with  or  without  terms. 
Leffingwell  v.  Ghave^  19  How.  56  ;  8.  C,  10  Abb.  472 ;  6  Bosw. 
703 ;  Brush  v.  Widursky,  36  How.  253 ;  Rice  v.  Whittock^  16 
Abb.  419. 

And  where  there  has  been  an  omission  to  acknowledge  the 
undertaking  as  required  by  rule  9,  the  proceedings  may  be 
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amended  in  tMb  respect  and  the  undertaking  acknowledged 
nunc  pro  tunc.  Conklin  v.  Dvtcher^  5  How.  386  ;  S  C,  1  Code 
R.  N.  S.  49.  And  it  is  competent  for  the  court  to  amend  an 
undertaking  defective  in  any  other  respect.  Bellinger  v.  Gar- 
diner,  12  How.  381 ;  S.  C,  2  Abb.  441 ;  Beach  v.  SovtTmorth,  6 
Barb.  173 ;  1  Code  R.  99. 

Section  7.  Order  of  arrest. 

a.  When  to  he  granted.  The  order  of  arrest  may  be  made  to 
accompany  the  summons,  or  at  any  time  afterward,  before  judg- 
ment. Code,  §  183.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  summons  should 
be  served  before  the  order  of  arrest  is  granted,  but  it  should  in 
all  cases  be  prepared  and  ready  for  delivery  to  the  sheriflf. 
Bwnaher  v.  Meyer,  1  Code  R.  87.  See  O&uM  v.  Bryan,  3 
Bosw.  626 ;  Woodward  v.  Stearns,  10  Abb.  N.  S.  396.  It  is  the 
custom  of  some  courts  to  demand  an  inspection  of  the  summons 
previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  order,  or  at  least,  to  require  proof 
that  a  sunmions  has  been  prepared.  This  is  the  practice  in  the 
superior  court  of  New  York. 

The  Code  requires  that  the  order  shall  issue  before  judgment. 
The  word  "judgment,"  as  here  used,  must  be  construed  in 
accordance  with  section  245  of  the  Code,  as  "a  final  determina- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  action.*'  A  judgment 
obtained  by  default  is  a  final  determination  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  within  the  meaning  of  this  section,  until  modified  by 
a  subsequent  order.  But  where  a  judgment  so  obtained  is  modi- 
fied by  a  subsequent  order  which  aUows  the  defendant  "to  answer 
and  litigate  the  claim  set  up  in  the  complaint,  and  at  the  same 
time  directs  that  the  judgment  stand  as  security  for  the  alleged 
indebtedness  of  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiflF,  the  judgment,  as 
modified,  loses  its  force  as  a  judgment,  standing  only  as  a  lien 
or  security,  and  is  not  a  legal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  valid  order 
of  arrest.  MoU  v.  Union  Bank  of  the  City  of  Neva  York,  38  N.  T. 
(11  Tiff.)  18 ;  S.  C,  35  How.  332 ;  4  Abb.  N.  S.  270  ;  4 Trans.  App. 
291 ;  affirming  8  Bosw.  691. 

So  an  order  of  arrest  may  be  granted  after  verdict,  and  before 
judgment,  although  the  defendant  has  obtained  an  order  staying 
proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  case.  The  order  staying 
the  proceedings  applies  only  to  the  ordinary  proceedings  in  the 
action  and  does  not  affect  the  plaintiff's  right  to  obtain  any  tem- 
porary relief  to  which  he  might  be  entitled.  Lapeous  v.  Harty  9 
How.  541 ;  Thompson  v.  Erie  Railway  Co.,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  230. 

82 


650  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 

Form  and  contents  of  order  of  arrest. 

But  in  no  case  can  an  order  of  arrest  issue  after  la  final  judgm^it 
in  the  action ;  as  the  necessity  for  the  order  ceases  when  the  right 
to  issue  an  execution  accrues.  MoU  v.  Union  Bank  of  the  City 
ofNeu)  TorJc,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  18 ;  S.  C,  35  How.  332  ;  4  Abb.  N. 
S.  270  ;  4  Trans.  App.  291. 

h.  Form  and  ayrUenis  of  order.  The  form  and  the  coTitents 
of  an  order  of  arrest  are  prescribed  by  section  183  of  the  Code, 
and  there  is  but  one  form  of  this  order  for  any  case  specified  in 
section  179  of  that  act  Thus  it  is  provided,  that  every  order 
must  require  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  the  defendant  may 
be  found  to  forthwith  arrest  him  and  hold  him  to  bail  in  a  speci- 
fied sum,  and  to  return  the  order  at  a  time  and  place  therein 
mentioned,  to  the  plaintiff  or  attorney  by  whom  it  shall  be  sub- 
scribed or  indorsed.    Code,  §  183. 

One  requirement  of  this  section  is,  that  the  order  shall  specify 
a  sum  in  which  the  defendant  may  be  held  to  bail.  If  the  order 
specifies  a  particular  sum  it  will  be  valid  and  regular  upon  its 
face,  without  any  regard  to  the  question  which  may  subsequently 
arise  as  to  the  sum  in  which  the  defendant  must  give  bail  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  release  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff, 
where  the  arrest  was  made  under  the  provisions  of  subdivision  3 
of  section  179  of  the  Code, 

When  the  defendant  is  once  in  actual  custody,  under  a  valid 
order  of  arrest,  it  will  be  his  duty  to  offer  such  bail  as  the  law 
requires  before  he  can  be  discharged  from  the  arrest.  The  sum 
specified -in  the  order  of  arrest  will  be  the  amount  in  all  cases 
under  section  179,  unless  the  third  subdivision  is  to  be  regarded 
as  an  exception  under  the  provisions  of  sections  187  and  211* 
And  if  in  such  a  case  a  different  undertaking  is  required,  it  wUl 
be  easy  to  comply  with  the  statute  by  offering  such  an  under- 
taking as  is  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  McKensie 
V.  /^ith,  27  How.  20. 

If  sections  187  and  211  prescribe  what  shall  be  a  sufficient  un- 
dertaking to  authorize  the  release  of  the  defendant  from  an 
arrest  under  subdivision  3  of  section  179  of  the  Code,  they  do  not 
in  any  manner  declare  what  the  order  of  arrest  shall  contain. 

If  the  provisions  of  section  183  are  complied  with,  the  de- 
fendant may  be  arrested  and  held  in  custody  untU  he  complies 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law  relating  to  his  dischaige. 

The  supreme  court  of  this  State  give  this  construction  to 
the  statute,  and   hold  that,  while   the  order  of  arrest  must 
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specify  a  sum  in  wMch  the  defendant  shall  be  held  to  baU,  and 
that  if  it  specifies  a  sum  less  than  double  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty in  litigation,  as  specified  in  the  plaintiff's  affidavits,  the 
order  will  nevertheless  be  regular.  lYacy  v.  Oriffin^  50  Barb. 
70  ;  S.  C,  35  How.  209.  See  McKmzie  v.  Smith,  27  i^.  20.  The 
reverse  of  this  rule  is  maintained  by  the  superior  court.  Sher- 
lock  V.  Sherlock,  7  Abb.  N.  S.  22 ;  Elston  v.  Potter,  9  Bosw.  636. 
The  amount  of  bail  required  to  obtain  the  release  of  a  defendant 
from  arrest  usually  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  action,  the 
amount  of  damages  claimed  and  the  residence  of  the  defendant. 
If  the  defendant  is  a  non-resident,  a  greater  sum  should  be 
specified  in  the  order  of  arrest  than  would  be  required  of  a  citizen 
of  this  State.    Bcbker  v.  SwackhaTner,  3  Code  R.  248. 

The  true  christian  and  surname  of  the  party  to  be  arrested 
should  be  given  in  the  order  when  such  name  is  known.  But 
when  the  plaintiff  is  ignorant  of  the  true  name'of  the  defendant, 
he  may  designate  him  in  the  order  by  any  name  or  by  any  de- 
Bcriptibn,  alleging,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  name  is  a 
fictitious  one,  and  that  the  true  name  of  the  defendant  is 
unknown.  Code,  §  175 ;  PiTidan-  v.  Blacky  4  How.  95 ;  S.  C,  2 
Code  R.  53 ;  CrandaU  v.  Beach,  7  How.  271. 

It  is  a  rule  in  civil  as  well  as  in  criminal  cases,  that  the  pro- 
cess  for  the  arrest  of  an  individiial  must  so  describe  the  person 
intended  that  the  officer  may  know  whom  to  arrest,  and  the 
party  whose  liberty  is  threatened  may  know  whether  he  is 
bound  to  submit.  And  if  the  true  party,  against  whom  the  order 
was  sought^  is  misnamed  in  such  order,  and  arrested  under  a 
wrong  name,  all  concerned  in  tl^  arrest  are  liable  in  an  action 
for  a  false  iiiiprisonment.  The  fact  that  the  party  intended  was 
'  arrested,  and  that  sufficient  grounds  for  an  arrest  exists  against 
him,  will  not  justify  his  arrest  under  a  wrong  name.  MiUer  v. 
Foley,  28  Barb.  630 ;  Oriswold  v.  Sedgwick,  6  Cow.  456  ;  S.  C, 
1  Wend.  126  ;  Scott  v.  Ely,  4  id.  555  ;  Mead  v.  Haws,  7  Cow.  832. 

Order  of  Arrest,  in  all  cases  except  in  Replevin. 

StJPREME  COURT. 
John  Doe 

Richard  Roe. 


To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 

You  are  required  forthwith  to  arrest  the  dtfendarvt  in  this 
action,  and  hold  him  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  dollars  by 
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a  written  undertaking,  executed  bv  two  or  more  sufficient  sure- 
ties, to  the  effect  that  the  dtfenaant  shall  at  all  times  render 
himself  amenable  to  the  process  of  the  court  during  the  pendency 
of  this  action,  and  to  sucn  as  may  be  issued  to  enforce  the  judg- 
ment therein,  and  to  return  this  order  to  ,  plaiifdiff^  s  at- 
torney, at  •  ,  within  days  after  the  arrest  of  the 
dqferimmt. 

(Date. )  {Signature  of  Judge. 

{Signature  of  PlairUiff'^s  Attorney.) 

Order  of  Arrest  in  Replevin. 

SUPREME  COURT. 
John  Doe 

Richard  Roe. 


To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 

You  are  required  forthwith  to  arrest  the  d^endani  in  this 
action,  and  hold  him  to  bail  by  a  written  undertaking,  executed 
by  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  effect  that  they  are 
bound  to  ^^plainiiff  in  the  sum  of  dollars,  for  the 

delivery  to  him  of  the  prm)erty  mentioned  in  the  affidavit  by  or 
on  behalf  of  the  ^^a^7^i^Jj^  herein,  if  such  delivery  be  adjudged, 
and  for  the  payment  to  him  of  such  sum  as  may,  for  any  cause, 
be  recovered  a^inst  the  defendardy  and  to  return  this  order  to 
,  plainiiff^s  attorney ,  at  New  York,  within  days 

after  the  arrest  of  the  defendant. 

(Date.)  (^Signature  of  Judge) 

{Signature  of  Plaintiff '^ s  Attorney.) 

c.  When  rebwrnaJble.  The  Code  requires  that  the  order  of 
arrest  shall  direct  the  sheriff  to  return  the  order,  at  a  time  and 
place  therein  mentioned,  to  the  plaintiff  or  attorney,  by  whom 
it  shall  .be  subscribed  or  indorsed.  Code,  §  183.  But  this  pro- 
vision of  the  Code  does  not  require  that  the  order  should  name 
a  day  certain  for  its  return  ;  but  it  may  direct  that  it  be  returned 
within  a  specified  period  after  the  arrest  of  the  defendant.  Con- 
tinental Barik  v.  De  Mott,  8  Bosw.  696.  But  it  should  not  be 
made  returnable  on  Sunday.  OouLd  v.  Spencer^  5  Paige,  541 ; 
Wright  v.  Jeffrey^  5  Cow.  15 ;  Boyd  v.  Yanderkemp^  1  Barb.  Ch. 
273 ;  Stone  v.  Ma/rtin^  2  Denio,  185.  If  the  defendant  be  not 
arrested  before  return  day  a  new  order  should  be  procured. 

d.  Indorsement.  If  the  action  is  for  the  recovery  of  any  pen- 
alty or  forfeiture,  a  general  reference  to  the  statute  by  which  the 
action  is  given  must  be  indorsed  on  the  order  of  arrest.  2  R. 
S.  481  (503),  §  7.    This  reference  should  be  sufficiently  explicit 
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to  enable  the  defendant  to  determine  with  certainty  under  what 
statute  the  action  is  brought,  and  this  result  may  most  readily 
be  accomplished  by  a  referenqe  to  chapter,  title  and  section.  See 
Perry  v.  Tynen^  22  Barb.  137 ;  Andrews  v.  Harrington^  19  id. 
343 ;  Avery  v.  Slacks  17  Wend.  85 ;  Marselis  v.  Seaman^  21 
Barb.  319.    See  ante,  482. 

e.  Attackmeni  at  tJie  samie  time.  In  cases  in  which  the  plain- 
tiff has  a  right  to  a  warrant  of  attachment  given  to  him  by  the 
Code,  and  at  the  same  time  is  entitled  to  an  order  of  arrest  under 
section  179,  as  where  the  defendant  has  removed  or  disposed  of 
his  property,  or  is  about  to  do  so  with  intent  to  defraud  his  credit- 
ors, a  warrant  of  attachment  may  be  obtained  against  the 
property  of  the  defendant,  simultaneously  with  an  order  of  arrest 
against  his  person.  See  Idthaner  v.  Turner,  1  Code  R.  N.  S..210, 
and  Fowler  v.  Brock,  there  cited ;  Beebe  v.  Rogers,  MSS.  decis- 
ion cited  in  Hoff.  Prov.  Rem.  414. 

/.  Delivery  to  sheriff.  The  affidavit  and  order  of  arrest,  with 
the  necessary  copies,  should  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  who, 
upoh  arresting  the  defendant,  must  deliver  to  him  a  copy  of  both 
the  affidavit  and  the  order.    Code,  §  184.  • 

An  omission  to  deliver  to  the  defendant  a  copy  of  thd  order  is 
not,  however,  such  an  irregularity  as  to  render  the  proceedings 
under  the  order  void.  The  provision  of  the  Code,  in  this  par- 
ticular, is  only  directory,  and  the  court  may  by  virtue  of  section 
174,  in  its  discretion,  allow  an  amendment  of  the  proceedings  so  as 
to  make  them  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  statute.  Bar- 
ker V.  Cook,  40  Barb.  264 ;  S.  C,  25  How.  190 ;  16  Abb.  83  ;  Ccmr- 
ter  V.  McNamara,  9  How.  255 ;  Keeler  v.  Belts,  3  Code  R.  183. 


ARTICLE   VL 

ARREST,  HOW  MADE. 

Section  1.  Arrest^  how  and  by  whom  made. 

a.  By  sheriff.  The  order  of  arrest  is  usually  directed  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  where  the  defendant  is  to  be  foxmd  and  he 
forthwith  proceeds  to  execute  it,  either  in  person  or  by  his  under- 
sheriff,  or,  whatis  the  more  usual  practice,  by  one  of  his  general 
deputies.  The  sheriff  has  power,  also,  to  specially  deputize  any 
person  selected  by  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  to  execute  the 
order.    So  also  the  under-sheriff  or  a  general   deputy  may 
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appoint  a  special  deputy  to  do  a  particular  act,  as  to  arrest  a 
defendant  on  an  order,  although  he  cannot  confer  general  powers. 
1  R.  S.  379  (352),  §  73  ;  Boughton  v.  Brwce,  20  Wend.  234 ;  HaU 
V.  Fisher,  9  Barb.  17,  26  ;  HutU  v.  Burrel,  5  Johns.  137. 

But,  while  the  sheriff  is  responsible  for  the  act  of  his  deputy, 
he  is  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  iapecial  deputies  when 
employed  at  the  request  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  nor  can 
he  be  compelled  to  return  process  executed  by  them.  De  Mor- 
andxi  V.  DunJcin,  4  Term  R.  119  ;  EamiUon  v.  Dalziel,  2  Wm. 
Bla.  962.  See  Lawrence  v.  Qraham,  9  Wend.  477.  So  a 
general  deputy  may  be  made  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff  or  his 
attorney,  by  receiving  special  instructions  from  either,  as  to  the 
manner  of  executing  the  order  of  arrest.  And  where  these 
instructions  direct  the  deputy  to  depart  from  the  line  of  his 
official  duty,  the  sheriff  will  be  discharged  from  all  liability  to 
the  plaintiff  for  any  misconduct  of  the  deputy  in  following  or 
attempting  to  follow  the  instructions  so  given.  Root  v.  Wagner^ 
30  K  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  9  ;  Sheldon  v.  Paine,  10  TS.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  398  ; 
S.  C,  7  K  Y.  (3  Seld.)  463 ;  WaUers  v.  SyTces,  22  Wend.  666 ;  God- 
frey  v.  Oibbons,  id.  669 ;  Qorham  v.  Qale,  6  Cow.  467,  note ; 
S.  C,  7  Cow.  739.  The  plaintiff  should  carefully  avoid  all 
unnecessary  interference  either  in  the  selection  of  the  officer  to 
execute  the  order,  or  in  the  manner  of  its  execution.  Jb.  See 
Ford  V.  Leche,  6  Ad.  &  Ell.  699. 

The  coroner  has  all  the  powers  of  a  sheriff  to  execute  an  order 
of  arrest  when  the  order  is  directed  against  the"  latter  officer. 
Slater  v.  Wood,  9  Bosw.  16.  The  Revised  Statutes  provide  that 
whenever  the  sheriff  of  any  county  shall  be  a  party  to  any  suit, 
all  process  in  such  suit,  except  when  otherwise  provided  by  law, 
shall  be  executed  by  the  cbroner  of  the  county  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  delivered,  in  the  same  manner  in  all  respects,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  obligations  and  liabilities,  and  with  the  like 
authority  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  are  prescribed 
by  law  in  respect  to  sheriffs,  except  in  cases  otherwise  especially 
provided  for.  2  Revised  Statutes,  441,  sections  84,  87  (460),  and 
section  419  of  the  Code  provides  for  the  execution  of  an  order  of 
arredt  in  the  like  manner  as  upon  process,  and  also  provides, 
that  if  the  sheriff  is  a  party  the  coroner  shall  be  bound  to  perform 
the  service  as  he  is  now  bound  to  execute  process  where  the 
sheriff  is  a  party,  and  that  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to 
sheriffs  shall  apply  to  the  coroner  when  the  sheriff  is  a  party. 
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If  the  order  of  arrest  be  directed  to  the  coroners  of  the  county 
generally,  it  may  be  executed  by  any  one  of  them. 

But  where  the  coroner  is  also  a  party,  the  arrest  must  be 
made  by  one  or  more  persons,  termed  elisors,  specially  appointed 
by  the  court  for  that  purpose.  Jackson  v.  Jiathborie,  3  Cow. 
296 ;  People  v.  Palmer,  1  id.  32  ;  AnonymoTiSj  23  Wend.  102. 
The  application  for  the  appointment  of  an  elisor  must  be  made 
to  the  court,  and  cannot  be  granted  by  a  judge  at  chambers. 
Anonymous^  23  Wend.  102. 

b.  Duty  of  malcing  arrest  The  Code  declares  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  sheriflT,  on  the  receipt  of  the  affidavit  and  order 
of  arrest,  to  execute  the  order  by  arresting  the  defendant  and 
keeping  him  in  custody  until  discharged  by  law.  Code,  §  185* 
And  it  further  provides,  that  whenever,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the 
sheriff  may  be  required  to  serve  or  execute  any  summons,  order 
or  judgment,  or  to  do  any  other  act,  he  shall  be  bound  to  do  so 
in  like  manner  as  upon  process  issued  to  him,  and  shall  be 
equally  liable  in  aU  respects  for  neglect  of  duty.  Code,  §  419. 
The  order  of  arrest  commands  the  sheriff  to  make  the  arrest,  and 
for  disobedience  to  such  order,  he  is  liable  to  attachment,  as  for 
a  contempt.  2  R.  S.  534  (563).  In  addition  to  this,  he  is  liable 
to  an  action,  at  the  suit  of  any  party  aggrieved,  for  the  damages 
sustained  by  him.  2  R.  S.  440  (459),  §  77,  739,  §  98.  The 
measure  of  damages,  in  an  action  of  this  nature,  would  not  be 
the  face  of  the  debt,  as  upon  an  execution,  but  what  the  plain- 
tiff could  prove  as  actually  accruing  through  delay  in  recover- 
ing the  debt.    Planck  v.  Anderson,  5  Term  R.  37. 

c.  Tirae  of  making  arrest  An  order  of  arrest  may  be  served 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Priddee  v.  Cooper,  1  Bing. 
66 ;  Mand  v.  Barnard,  2  Burr.  812 ;  AnonyToous,  2  Chitty,  367. 
But  the  order  must  not  be  served  after  return  day,  nor  on  Sun- 
day, nor  on  an  elector  entitled  to  vote  on  the  day  and  in  the 
town  where  an  election  is  being  held.  1  R.  S.  675  (628),  §  69 ; 
1  id.  118 ;  Laws  of  1842,  ch.  130,  §  4 ;  Rob  v.  Moffat,  3  Johns.  257 ; 
Van  Vechten  v.  Paddock,  12  id.  178.  But  this  exemption  from 
arrest  on  Sunday  does  not  extend  to  a  prisoner  who  has 
escaped,  nor  does  it  affect  the  arrest  of  a  prisoner  by  his  bail. 
In  either  case  the  prisoner  is  considered  continually  in  custody. 
Sewell  on  Sheriffs,  117.  If  the  defendant  has  not  beenarrested 
before  the  day  fixed  in  the  order  for  the  return,  the  order  may 
be  amended  by  the  judge  who  granted  it,  and  the  time  for 
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making  the  arrest  extended.  This,  in  effect,  is  equivalent  to  the 
granting  of  a  new  order. 

^  d.  Irregular  or  illegal  arrest  The  oflScer  before  making  the 
arrest  shonld  satisfy  himself  that  the  party  whom  he  is  about  to 
arrest  is  the  party  named  in  the  order,  and  that  the  name  of  the 
defendant  is  correctly  given  therein.  The  arrest  of  the  right 
person  under  a  wrong  name  will  render  the  officer  liable  to  an 
action  for  Mse  imprisonment  as  certainly  as  where  the  wrong 
party  is  imprisoned ;  or,  the  fact  that  the  person  intended  was  the 
party  arrested  will  afford  no  justification  to  the  officer  making 
the  arrest.  Miller  v.  Foley ^  28  Barb.  630 ;  Farnham  v.  Hildreth^ 
32  id.  277 ;  Etans  v.  CoUins,  5  Ad.  &  El.  N.  S.  804 ;  Brun- 
skill  V.  Robertson^  9  Ad.  and  El.  840 ;  Ckilders  v.  Wooler,  2  E. 
and  E.  287.  Section  175  of  the  Code  authorizes  the  arrest  of  a 
defendant  under  a  fictitious  name  where  the  true  name  of  the 
defendant  is  unknown.  Pindar  v.  Blacky  4  How.  96  ;  S.  C,  2 
Code  R.  63.  In  such  cases  the  order  of  arrest  must  contain 
such  matters  of  description  as  will  enable  the  officer  to  identify 
the  party  arrested  as  the  party  named  in  the  order.  The  sheriff 
is  bound  to  arrest  only  the  person  named  in  the  writ ;  and  when 
the  sheriff  is  informed  of  a  misnomer  or  a  misdescription  of  the 
person,  though  the  party  be  pointed  out  as  being  the  one 
against  whom  the  order  of  arrest  was  issued,  he  is  not  bound  to 
make  the  arrest.  Morgans  v.  Bridges^  1  Barn,  and  Aid.  647, 660 ; 
Shadgett  v.  Clipson^  8  East,  328 ;  Cole  v.  Hindson^  6  Term  R. 
234.  And  if  the  sheriff  arrests  a  person  not  answering  to  the 
description  given  in  the  order,  he  is  liable  to  an  aotion  for  a  false 
imprisonment.  Money  v.  Leach^  3  Burr.  1742, 1763.  But  where 
the  defendant  represents  himself  as  the  party  against  whom  the 
order  is  directed,  and  he  is  thereupon  arrested,  he  cannot  bring  an 
action  against  the  sheriff  for  such  imprisonment.  Morgans  v. 
Bridges^  1  Barn,  and  Aid.  647,  6.51. 

But  the  sheriff  will  be  liable  for  detaining  the  defendant  in 
custody  after  he  becomes  aware  that  he  has  arrested  the  wrong 
person  notwithstanding  such  representations.  Dunston  v.  Pater- 
son^  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  495.  See  Kelly  v.  Latorence^  3  Hurl.  &  Colt.  1 ; 
Walley  v.  McConnell^  13  Ad.  &  El.  N.  S.  903.  The  plaintiff  does 
not  become  liable  to  the  sheriff  for  the  damages  paid  by  the  lat- 
ter in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment  •  brought  by  a  person  of 
the  same  name  as  the  defendant  mentioned  in  the  order,  al- 
though the  arrest  of  such  person  was  made  by  the  sheriff  on 
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representations  of  the  plaintiff,  made  in  goodfaith^  that  the  per- 
son arrested  was  the  party  against  whom  the  order  was  directed. 
Collins  V.  Evans^  5  Ad.  &  El.  N.  S.  820,  830.  In  such  a  case  the 
sheriff  can  exercise  his  own  discretion,  whether  to  act  on  such 
representations  or  not.  He  is  bound  to  obey  only  the  mandatory 
part  of  the  order,  which  directs  him  to  arrest  the  party  named 
therein,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  determine  whether  the  party  he  is 
about  to  arrest  is  the  one  designated  in  the  order.  Having  de- 
termined, he  acts  on  his  own  responsibility.  The  rule  would  be 
otherwise  if  the  plaintiff  required  him  to  arrest  the  party  before 
Mm.  Collins  v.  JEvans,  5  Ad.  &  El.  N.  S.  830.  The  sheriff's 
liability  for  the  acts  of  his  deputies  is  measured  by  his  liability 
in  case  such  acts  had  been  his  own.  People  v.  Schuyler, -4:  N.  Y. 
(4  Comst.)  173. 

e.  Place  of  arrest  An  arrest  to  be  valid  must  be  made  within 
a  county  where  the  officer  making  it  could  act  in  his  official 
character.  The  official  capacity  or  powers  of  a  sheriff  exists  only 
within  the  limits  of  his  county.  Parmer s^  Loan  <fe  Trust  Co.  v. 
Dickson,  9  Abb.  61 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  477.  And  an  arrest  made 
by  him  beyond  such  territorial  limits  will  be  void.  The  order  is 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  a  specified  county,  and  must  be  made 
by  him  or  his  deputies  within  that  county.  Determge  v.  Dalby, 
1  Doug.  383 ;  Hammond  v.  Taylor,  3  Bam.  &  Aid.  408 ;  Chase  v. 
Joyce,  4  Maule  &  Selw.  412.  And  the  fact  that  the  arrest  was 
made  on  the  verge  of  an  adjoining  county  will  not  cure  the 
illegality  of  the  act,  where  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  boun- 
daries. Hamm/md  v.  Tayhor,  3  Bam.  &  Aid.  408.  But,  before 
an  arrest  will  be  vacated,  because  made  out  of  the  proper  county, 
there  must  be  a  positive  affidavit  showing  that  there  could  be  no 
dispute  as  to  the  boundary.  Sfwiss  v.  Williams,  1  Chitty,  15,  n  ; 
Thomson  v.  Burton,  1  Dowl.  P.  C.  428 ;  Coulson  v.  King,  2  Cr. 
&  J.  474,  See  also  Monday  v.  8ear,  11  Price,  122.  And  it  must 
also  be  shown  that  the  place  where  the  arrest  was  made  was  not 
on  the  confines  of  the  county  in  which  the  order  was  to  be 
served.    Storer  v.  Ray  son,  3  Bam.  &  Cress.  1 58. 

The  rule  that  a  sheriff  may  make  an  arrest  at  any  place  within 

his  county  has  but  one  modification.    The  law  does  not  permit 

him  to  forcibly  enter  a  dwelling  to  make  an  arrest,  but  preserves 

the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  old  maxim  of  the  Year  book,  that  a 

man's  dwelling-house  is  his  castle.    People  v.  Hvbhard,  24 

Wend.  369  ;  Curtis  v.  Hvhhard,  4  Hill,  437.    And  this  protec- 
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tion  from  arrest  is  not  a  mere  personal  privilege,  confined  to  the 
owner  of  the  dwelling,  but  extends  to  his  family  and  the  regu- 
lar inmates  of  the  house,  so  long  as  it  is  occupied  as  his  resi- 
dence. Ourtis  V.  Hubbard^  id.  437;  Olover  v.  WhiUenhaU^  6 
id.  697.  And  where  a  whole  house  is  let  in  lodgings,  the  separate 
room  of  each  individual  lodger  is  his  dwelling,  and  in  it  he  is 
entitled  to  the  protection  extended  to  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a 
whole  house.  But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  houses  other  than 
those  devoted  to  such  purposes.  Lee  v.  Oansely  1  Cowp.  1 ; 
WiUiams  v.  Spencer^  5  Johns.  352.  Where  the  sheriff  finds  the 
door  of  a  dwelling-house  closed  he  cannot  legally  force  an  en- 
trance by  breaking  down  the  outer  door.  Curtis  v.  Hvhbard^ 
4  Hill,  437 ;  Olover  v.  WMUenhall^  6  id.  597.  And  even  lifting 
the  latch  by  which  the  door  is  fastened  is  breaking  the  door 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  lb.  But  where  the  outer  door 
is  open  the  sheriff  may  legally  enter  and  arrest  a  defendant, 
and  if  necessary,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  may  break  down 
any  inner  door,  after  a  demand  for  admittance.  Haggerty  v. 
Wilber,  16  Johns.  287 ;  Hvbhard  v.  Mace,  17  id.  127. ' 

The  sheriff  must  effect  an  entrance  peaceably  and  without 
resorting  to  fraud,  or  the  arrest  will  be  held  illegal.  Parke 
V.  Eoans,  Hob.  62,  a.  And  where  the  door  of  a  house  is 
opened  on  the  request  of  the  sheriff,  and  he  is  invited  to  enter, 
he  may  legally  do  so  and  execute  an  order  of  arrest.  But  where 
the  door  is  opened  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  who  may  be  de- 
manding admittance  the  sheriff  cannot  rush  by  the  person  open- 
ing the  door,  against  the  will  of  such  person,  and  thereupon 
make  a  legal  arrest.    ParJce  v.  Evans,  Hob.  62. 

And  a  sheriff  cannot  in  any  case  lawfully  break  down  any 
door  whatever  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  arrest  without  first 
demanding  admittance  and  being  denied  an  entrance,  except 
when  in  actual  pursuit  of  a  prisoner  who  has  escaped  and  is  con- 
sequently aware  of  the  object  of  the  pursuit.  Olcyoer  v.  Whittefi" 
Imll,  6  HiU,  597  ;  AUm  v.  Martin,  10  Wend.  301.  But  if,  after 
gaining  a  peaceable  entrance,  and  arresting  a  defendant,  the  officer 
is  forcibly  ejected  from  a  house,  he  may  lawfolly  break  down 
the  door  to  retake  his  prisoner,  without  first  making  a  demand 
for  an  entrance.    AlleTi  v.  Martin,  10  Wend.  301. 

The  privilege  which  the  law  allows  to  a  man' s  habitation,  and 
which  precludes  the  sheriff  from  entering,  unless  the  outer  door 
be  open,  to  arrest  the  party,  does  not  extend  to  a  store  or  bam 
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disconnected  jfrom  the  dwelling-house  and  occupying  no  part  of 
the  inclosure  in  which  the  latter  is  situated.  Haggexty  v.  WiTber^ 
16  Johns.  287. 

In  entering  a  building  not  occupied  as  a  residence,  the  same 
formalities  need  not  be  observed,  although  a  demand  that  the 
door  be  opened  and  admittance  given  to  the  officer  is  always 
propeF. 

But  the  privilege  that  the  owner  enjoys  in  his  own  house  does 
not  extend  to  a  stranger  who  has  taken  refuge  there  to  avoid 
arrest,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  owner,  on  the  demand  of  the 
sheriff,  to  open  the  doqr  of  the  house,  and  on  his  refusal  the  offi- 
cer may  break  down  the  door  and  arrest  the  prisoner.  Se- 
mayn^s  Case^  5  Coke,  93.' 

So  where  a  sheriff  enters  the  house  of  a  stranger  in  search  of 
the  defendant,  he  is  liable  in  an  action  of  trespass  for  entering  and 
breaking  the  house,  unless  he  can  show  that  the  defendant  was 
actually  there  at  the  tune  of  the  alleged  trespass.  Johnhon  v. 
Leigh,  6  Taunt.  246  ;  S.  C,  1  Marsh.  665. 

A  sheriff  cannot  justify  breaking  the  inner  doors  of  the  house 
of  a  stranger,  upon  stcspiciofi  that  the  defendant  is  there.  lb. 
And  this  rule  holds  although  the  defendant  resided  there  imme- 
diately before  the  entry.  Morrish  v.  Murrey.  13  Mees.  & 
Wels.  62. 

f.  Mode  of  arrest  The  Code  nowhere  prescribes  the  man- 
ner in  which  an  arrest  must  be  made,  but  directs  that  the  sheriff 
shall  execute  the  order  by  arresting  the  defendant  and  keeping 
him  in  custody  until  discharged  by  law ;  and  that  he  may  call 
the  power  of  the  county  to  his  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  order, 
as  in  case  of  process.    Code,  §  185. 

The  rules  of  law  governing  arrests,  and  the  modes  of  their 
application,  have  undergone  but  few  changes  for  centuries  ;  and 
so  thoroughly  are  these  rules  understood,  and  their  application 
to  each  case  that  may  arise  so  clearly  shown  in  some  previous 
decit^ion,  that  no  late  reported  decisions  of  the  courts  of  this 
State  have  been  given  or  needed  to  establish  the  practice  in  this 
particular.  These  rules  as  applied  to  the  present  practice  may 
be  stated  as  follows :  An  arrest  to  be  valid,  in  a  civil  action 
under  the  Code,  must  be  made  under  and  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  the  court.  Code,  §§  178,  179,  180,  183,  186.  Attorney- 
OeneralY.  DorJcins,  11  Price,  156 ;  Attorney -OeneraLy.  Cass,  id. 
345.    The  order  must  be  valid  on  its  face.    Hooper  v.  Lane,  10 
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Ad.  and  El.  N.  S.  646.  And  mnst  be  executed  by  the  officer  to 
whom  it  is  directed  or  his  deputy.  Humphrey  v.  Mitchell^  2 
Bing.  (N.'  C.)  61,9.  The  officer  may  execute  the  order  by  seizing 
the  person  of  the  defendant  and  restraining  his  personal  liberty 
by  actual  force.  Harrison  v.  Hodgson^  10  Barn.  &  Cress.  446 : 
Howden  v.  Standish^  6  Man.,  Grang.  &  Sc.  604,  621 ;  Code,'  §  186. 
Or  the  arrest  may  be  made  without  any  seizure  or  touching  of 
the  person  of  the  defendant  if  no  resistance  is  made  to  the  officer 
and  the  defendant  acquiesces  in  the  arrest.  Oold  v.  BisseUj  1 
Wend.  216 ;  Russen  v.  ImcaSy  1  Carr.  and  Payne,  163 ;  Grainger 
v..  Hill,  4  Bing.  (N.  C)  212,  219.  But  words  such  as  ''  I  arrest 
you"  will  not  of  themselves  constitute  an  arrest;  but  if  after 
such  words  the  defendant  goes  with*  the  officer  it  is  an  arrest. 
Russen  v.  I/acas,  1  Carr.  and  Payne,  163.  The  only  requisite 
of  a  valid  arrest  is  the  submission  of  the  defendant  to  the 
authority  of  the  officer ;  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  this  sub- 
mission was  given  willingly  or  on  compulsion.  Oold  v.  BisseHf 
1  Wend.  210, 216 ;  Jones  v.  Jones,  13  Ired.  448 ;  Field  v.  Ireland^ 
21  Ala.  240.  An  arrest  is  generally  made  by  touching  the  party 
named  in  the  order  and  at  the  same  time  accompanying  the  act 
by  words,  that  in  effect  informs  him  that  he  is  a  prisoner.  This 
is  in  all  cases  a  valid  arrest.  Sandon  v.  Jervis,  1 EU.,  B.  &  El.  946 ; 
Genner  v.  Sparlcs,  6  Mod.  173  ;  S.  C,  1  Salk.  79. 

Actual  contact  is  not  necessary  to  constitute  an  imprisonment. 
Any  restraint  put  upon  the  freedom  of  another  by  show  of 
authority  or  force  is  sufficient  to  constitute  an  imprisonment ;  so 
that,  if  a  person  is  restrained  from  leaving  a  room  or  going  out  of 
a  house,  without  the  presence  of  an  officer,  this  infringement  of  his 
personal  liberty  will  constitute  an  imprisonment.  Warner  v.  Rid- 
diford,  4  C.  B.  N.  S.  180,  206.  If  an  officer  who  has  a  process 
against  any  one  says  to  him,  "You  are  my  prisoner,  I  have  a 
writ  against  you,"  upon  which  the  person  addressed  submits, 
turns  back  and  goes  with  him,  though  the  officer  never  touched 
him,  yet  it  is  an  arrest,  because  he  submitted  to  the  process. 
Grainger  v.  HiU,  4  Bing.  (N.  C.)  212.  If  a  person  is  commanded 
by  an  officer  to  go  with  him,  and  the  order  is  obeyed,  and  they 
walk  together  in  the  direction  pointed  out  by  the  officer,  that  is 
constructively  an  imprisonment,  though  no  actual  force  be  used, 
for  the  party  addressed  feels  that  he  has  no  option,  no  more 
power  of  going  in  any  but  the  one  direction  prescribed  to  him 
than  if  the  officer  had  actual  hold  of  him,  and  it  is  that  entire 
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restraint  upon  the  will  which  constitutes  the  imprisonment. 
Bird  V.  Jones,  7  Q.  B.  742 ;  2  Inst.  589 ;  BuU.  N.  P.  62.  "  If 
you  put  your  hand  upon  a  man,  or  tell  him  he  must  go  with 
you,  and  he  goes,  supposing  you  have  the  right  and  power  to 
compel  him,  that  is  an  arrest."  Tindal,  C.  J.,  Wood  v.  Lane, 
6  C.  &  P.  774.  But  a  partial  restraint  of  the  will  of  a  person  is 
not  sufficient  to  constitute  an  imprisonment.  Thus,  where  a  part 
of  a  public  foot- way  on  a  bridge  was  taken  and  appropriated  for 
seats  to  view  a  regatta,  and  sepamted  for  that  purpose  from  the 
adjoining  carriage  road  by  a  temporary  fence,  and  the  plaintiff 
insisted  upon  a  right  of  way  across  the  part  so  appropriated, 
and  climbed  over  the  fence,  but  was  stopped  by  two  policemen, 
who  prevented  him  from  proceeding  onward,  but  at  the  same 
time  told  him  he  might  go  back  if  he  pleased,  which  the  plaintiff 
refused  to  do,  and  remained  where  he  was  for  half  an  hour,  it 
was  held  that  this  was  no  imprisonment.  Bird  v.  Jones,  7 
Q.  B.  742. 

Although  the  sheriff  is  not  justified  in  breaking  down  the 
door  of  a  house  to  arrfest  the  owner,  yet  it  has  been  held  in  re- 
peated cases  that  where  the  officer  could  touch  the  defendant 
without  breaking  the  house,  as  through  an  open  window,  or 
through  a  pane  of  glass  previously  broken,  the  arrest  is  com- 
plete, and  the  officer  may  legaUy  break  down  the  door  to  remove 
his  prisoner.  lb.  ;  Anonymous,  7  Mod.  8.  In  all  cases  it 
must  be  understood  that  the  act  is  accompanied  by  words  cal- 
culated to  inform  the  defendant  of  its  meaning,  and  that  he  is  a 
prisoner  by  virtue  of  that  act.  The  party  arrested  is  construct- 
ively, rather  than  actually,  in  the  power  of  the  officer  at  the  mo- 
ment of  arrest.  But,  having  made  a  technical  arrest,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  officer  to  execute  the  remaining  mandate  of  the 
order  and  keep  the  defendant  in  custody  until  discharged  by 
law.  The  courts  will  not  regard  with  leniency  the  escape  of  a 
prisoner  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff.  Orompton  v.  Ward,  1 
Stra.  429,  436.  And  it  is  a  rule  of  law  that,  when  an  officer  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  an  order  of  arrest,  it  is  his  duty  to 
take  with  him  such  force  as  will  overcome  any  resistance  which 
he  could  reasonably  anticipate.  Sbwden  v.  Standish,  6  Man., 
Grang.  &  Sc.  504 ;  S.  C,  6  Dowl.  &  Lownd.  312. 

g.  Notice  to  sheriff^  not  to  arrest.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
after  the  order  of  arrest  has  been  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  the 
matter  in  controversy  may  have  been  compromised  between  the 
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parties  and  that  the  execution  of  the  order  will  be  no  longer 
desirable  or  even  legal,  under  the  changed  circumstances  of  the 
case.  In  such  cases  the  plaintiff  may  countermand  the  order  of 
arrest  by  directing  the  sheriff  not  to  execute  it.  It  is  true  that 
the  sheriff  is  an  officer  of  the  court,  and  that  he  is  commanded  by 
the  judge  thereof  to  arrest  the  defendant ;  but  the  order  is  grant^ 
at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  court  in  this  respect  is  to  treat  the  sheriff  as  the  agent 
of  the  plaintiff  and  hold  him  subject  to  his  direction.  And  if 
the  sheriff,  after  a  direction  from  the  plaintiff  not  to  execute  an 
order  of  arrest,  disregards  the  order  and  arrests  the  defendant,  he 
becomes  a  trespasser  and  is  liable  to  an  action.  Semple  v.  KeeTie, 
3  Hurl.  &  Norm.  753.  And  the  same  rule  holds  where  the  sheriff 
detains  the  defendant  in  custody  after  he  has  notice  from  the 
plaintiff  that  the  cause  of  action  no  longer  exists.  Barker  v.  St^ 
Quintin^  12  Mees.  &  Wels.  440  ;  Withers  v.  HmLey^  Cro.  Jac. 
379 ;  Fvtcher  v.  Hinder^  3  Hurl.  &  Norm.  767. 

h.  Fraudulmd  arrest.  It  has  been  stated  in  a  previous  section 
that  a  sheriff  cannot  legally  make  an  arrest  beyond  the  limits 
of  his  own  county.  Arvte^  657.  And  the  rule  is  equally  clear, 
that  a  defendant  wiU  be  discharged  from  arrest  whenever  it 
appears  that  the  arrest  was  effected  by  enticing  him,  by  means 
of  false  representations,  within  the  county  of  the  sheriff,  in 
whose  hands  an  order  of  arrest  had  been  placed.  If  a  party 
who  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  voluntarily  comes 
within  it,  he  thereby  becomes  amenable  to  its  process,  but  not 
unless  he  comes  voluntarily.  And  the  courts  will  not  sanction 
any  attempt  to  bring  a  party  within  its  jurisdiction  by  fraud  and 
misrepresentations.  Carpenter  v.  Bpooner^  2  Sandf.  717 ;  S.  C, 
2  Code  R.  140  ;  Ooupil  v.  Simonson^  3  Abb.  474  ;  Bennirighojff 
V.  Oswell^  37  How.  235  ;  MetcalfY.  OlarJc,  41  Barb.  45  ;  Stein  v. 
YolkenJiuysen^  El.  Bla.  &  El.  65 ;  Wells  v.  Gurney^  8  Bam.  & 
Cress.  769  ;  WiUiams  v.  Bacon^  10  Wend.  636. 

^.  Detainer^  person  in  custody  of  the  law.  Where  a  defend- 
ant is  already  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  a  second  order  of 
arrest  issues  against  him,  he  may  be  detained  in  custody  by  the 
sheriff  to  answer  to  the  new  demand  made  against  him,  althougli 
he  has  been  regularly  discharged  from  custody  in  the  first 
action.  This  detainer  has  the  force  and  effect  of  a  second  arrest 
and  is  effected  by  lodging  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  who  has 
the  defendant  in  custody,  the  second  order  of  arrest  with  the 
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affidavit  on  which  it  was  granted.  Barclay  v.  Faber^  1  Chitty, 
678;  S.  C,  2  Bam.  &  Ad.  743.  But  where  a  defendant  is 
wrongfolly  taken  without  process,  or  after  it  is  returnable,  he 
cannot  be  lawfully  detained  in  custody  under  subsequent  pro- 
cess at  the  suit  of  the  same  plaintiff,  although  the  second  pro- 
cess was  r^ularly  issued.  Loveridge  v.  Plaistow^  2  H.  Bla. 
29 ;  Barlow  v.  JSdllj  2  Anstr.  461.  And  the  same  rule  applies  to 
process  issued  at  the  suit  of  plaintiflfs  who  were  cognizant  of  the 
irr^ularity  of  the  previous  arrest,  or  who  were  in  some  manner 
in  collusion  with  the  original  plaintiff,  or  the  officer  who  made 
the  arrest.  S^ence  v.  Stuart^  3  East,  89.  But  a  defendant  wrong- 
fully arrested  is  not  entitled  to  be  discharged  from  subsequent 
detainers  unless  there  has  been  such  collusion  between  the 
plaintiffb  in  those  causes  and  the  person  by  whom  such  defend- 
ant was  originally  arrested.  Barclay  v.  Faber^  1  Chitty,  578 ; 
S.  C,  2  Barn.  &  Ad.  743.  The  same  principles  apply  to  detain- 
ers where  the  original  arrest  was  under  criminal  process  on  a 
pretended  criminal  charge,  but^  in  fact,  to  gain  possession  of  the 
defendant' s  person  in  order  to  lodge  a  detainer  with  the  sheriff 
in  a  civil  action.  Williams  v.  Bacon^  10  Wend.  636.  But, 
where  the  criminal  charge  was  preferred  in  good  faith,  a  de- 
i;ainer  will  lie,  although  in  a  civil  action,  at  the  suit  of  the  com- 
plainant in  the  original  action.  But  leave  of  the  court  must  be 
first  obtained.  lb.,  and  see  I/wcaa  v.  Albee^  1  Denio,  667. 

y.  Service  of  papers  mi  defendant.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
sheriff  on  arresting  the  defendant  to  serve  upon  him  a  copy  of 
the  affidavit  and  order  of  arrest.  Code,  §  184.  But  an  omission  to 
serve  such  copies  on  the  defendant  is  not  such  an  irregularity 
as  will  render  the  proceedings  void.  The  proceedings  may  be 
amended  in  this  particular,  under  section  174  of  the  Code. 
Courier  v.  McNamara^  9  How.  255 ;  Keeler  v.  BeUs^  3  Code  R. 
183.  And  where  the  copy  of  the  affidavit  served  contains  no 
signatures  of  the  affiant  or  of*  the  officer  before  whom  the  affida- 
vit was  sworn  to,  the  irregularity  will  not  be  a  valid  ground  for 
vacating  the  order  of  arrest.  Barker  v.  CboAr,  40  Barb.  254  ;  S. 
C,  26  How.  190  ;  16  Abb.  83.  And  see  Oraham  v.  McGoun^  5 
How.  353  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  43. 

*.  Power  of  the  cov/rUy.  The  statute  provides,  that '  ^  whenever 
a  sheriff  or  other  public  officer  authorized  to  execute  any  process 
delivered  to  him,  shall  find,  or  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that 
resistance  will  be  made  to  the  execution  of  such  process,  he  shall 
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be  authorized  to  command  every  male  inhabitant  of  his  county, 
or  as  many  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  with  such  arms  as  he 
shall  direct,  and  any  military  company  or  companies  in  said 
county,  armed  and  equipped,  to  assist  him  in  overcoming  such 
resistance ;  and,  if  necessary,  in  seizing,  arresting  and  confining 
the  registers,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  law."  Laws  of  1845,  ch.  69,  §  18 ;  1 R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  750,  §  88 ;  BoyUs 
V.  Hurtin^  10  Johns.  85.  And  it  is  provided  by  section  185  of 
the  Code,  that  the  sheriff,  in  the  execution  of  an  order  of  arrest, 
may  call  the  power  of  the  county  to  his  aid,  as  in  case  of  process. 
In  the  execution  of  an  order  of  arrest,  the  sheriff  is  not  supposed  to 
be  continually  attended  by  a  posse,  and  the  law  will  regard  vidth 
leniency  a  failure  to  retain  the  defendant  in  custody,  where 
the  failure  resulted  from  the  unexpected  interference  or  resist- 
ance of  a  superior  force.  But  no  return  of  an  escape  or  rescue 
will  exonerate  the  sheriff  from  liability  to  the  plaintiff  for  the 
damage  he  may  sustain  from  the  failure  to  take  and  retain  the 
defendant  in  custody,  when  such  resistance  could  have  been 
reasonably  anticipated  and  prevented.  Orompton  v.  Ward^  1 
Stra.  419.  The  law  not  only  authorizes  but  requires  the  sheriff 
to  provide  such  force  as  shall  enable  him  to  execute  the  process 
of  the  court,  in  spite  of  any  resistance  he  has  reason  to  antici- 
pate. Eowden  v.  Standish^  6  Man.,  Grang.  &  Sc.  504 ;  S.  C,  6 
D.  &  L.  312.     See  Burdett  v.  Colman^  14  East,  163. 

I.  Ea^emption  from  arrest.  Where  a  defendant  is  clearly 
privileged  from  arrest,  no  advantage  can  accrue  to  the  plaintiff 
from  the  execution  of  the  order,  as  the  courts  will,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  defendant,  immediately  order  his  discharge.  In 
certain  cases,  the  arrest  of  a  defendant  while  privileged  will 
render  the  officer  liable  to  an  action  for  damages.  As,  where  a 
witness  has  been  arrested  while  attending  a  court  to  which  he  has 
been  duly  subpoenaed,  the  officer  making  such  arrest  will  be 
liable  to  the  witness  for  three  times  the  amount  of  the  damages 
which  may  be  found  by  the  jury,  and  will  also  be  liable  to  an 
action  at  the  suit  of  the  party  who  subpoenaed  such  witness,  for 
the  loss,  hindrance  and  damages  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
of  such  arrest.    2  R.  S.  402  (419),  §  54. 

And  where  a  sheriff  has  an  order  of  arrest  against  a  party 
claiming  to  be  exempt  as  a  witness,  he  should  require  the  party 
to  make  an  affidavit  that  he  has  been  legally  subpoenaed  as  a 
witness  to  attend  before  some  court  or  officer,  specifying  such 
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court  or  officer,  the  place  of  attendance,  and  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  subpoenaed ;  and  that  he  has  not  been  subpoenaed  by  his 
own  procurement,  with  the  intent  of  avoiding  the  service  of 
any  process.  If  the  defendant  refuse  to  make  such  an  affidavit 
he  should  be  arrested  by  the  sheriff  and  kept  in  custody  until 
discharged  by  the  court.     2  R.  S.  402  (419),  §  66. 

With  the  exception  of  a  witness  who  has  made  the  foregoing 
affidavit,  or  a  party  clearly  exempt  as  an  ambassador  or  foreign 
minister,  or  the  domestic  servant  of  an  ambassador  or  foreign 
minister,  the  safer  course  for  the  sheriff  to  pursue  is  to  arrest  the 
defendant  named  in  the  order,  and  leave  him  to  apply  to  the 
court  for  a  discharge.  As  to  who  are  exempt  from  arrest,  see 
art.  3,  arUe,  689  to  606. 

m.  Showing- process.  A  regular  officer  is  not  bound  to  exhibit 
the  original  order  of  arrest  when  he  arrests'  a  defendant,  but  may 
serve  a  copy  only.  The  rule  is  different  when  applied  to  an  ar- 
rest made  by  a  special  deputy.  He  should  in  all  cases  produce 
the  original  order  of  arrest,  and  exhibit  it  to  the  defendant  when 
so  requested.  But  a  refusal  to  do  so  will  not  constitute  him  a 
trespasser,  if  he  can  show  that  he  had  a  regular,  legal  order  in 
his  possession  which  authorized  the  arrest.  Arnold  v.  SteeveSy 
10  Wend.  616 ;  Bellows  v.  Shannon,  2  Hill,  86. 

n.  Handcvffs  on  defendant  It  is  clearly  illegal  for  an  officer 
after  an  arrest  on  civil  process  to  handcuff  or  manacle  the  de- 
fendant, unless  he  has  attempted  to  escape  or  rescue  himself. 
Wright  V.  C(mrt,  4  Bam.  &  Cress.  696  ;  S.  C,  6  Dowl.  &  Ryl.  623. 

o.  Extortion.  By  the  practice  of  the  English  courts,  and  un- 
der the  English  statutes,  an  officer  is  liable  to  treble  damages 
for  exacting  from  the  defendant  more  than  the  fees  allowed  by 
law  for  making  an  arrest. 

p.  Discharge,  if  arrest  illegal.  Whenever  the  sheriff  dis- 
covers that  an  arrest  made  by  him  is  illegal  on  account  of  some 
material  defect  in  the  order,  or  on  account  of  privilege,  or  of 
misnomer  of  the  party  arrested,  he  should  either  immediately 
discharge  the  i)arty  arrested  or  apply  to  the  court  for  an  order 
to  that  effect.  As  the  arrest  is  illegal,  the  continued  imprison- 
ment of  the  defendant  cannot  cure  the  defect,  but  only  adds  to 
the  sheriff's  liability  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment.  Mor- 
gans V.  Bridges,  1  Bam.  &  Aid.  647 ;  Brunskill  v.  Robertson, 
9  Ad.  &  El.  840 ;  Dunston  v.  Paterson,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  496.    And 

where  the  sheriff  discharges  a  defendant  on  the  grounds  before 
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mentioned,  he  is  not  liable  to  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  an 
escape.  lb. 

Section  2.  Bail  by  defendant^  and  time  allowed  for. 

a.  Bail^  wTien  gvoea.  The  defendant  may  give  bail  whenever 
arrested,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
a  reasonable  opportunity  to  procure  it  before  being  committed 
to  prison.  This  privilege  can  be  claimed  at  any  time  after  arrest 
and  before  execution.  Code,  §  186.  There  are  no  reported  decis- 
ions as  to  what  constitutes  **a  reasonable  opportunity"  to  pro- 
cure bail.  Under  the  English  statutes,  it  is  the  imperative  duly 
of  the  officer,  on  making  an  arrest,  to  immediately  inform  the 
defendant  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  be  taken  to  any  safe  and  con- 
venient house  of  any  third  person,  designated  by  him,  if  within 
the  county  and  within  three  miles  of  the  place  of  arrest,  and  to 
remain  there  during  the  next  twenty-four  hours.  Dewhirst  v. 
Pearson^  1  Crompt.  &  Mees.  365  ;  S.  C,  3  Tyrwh.  242 ;  Simpson 
V.  Hentoriy  5  Bam.  &  Ad.  85.  On  giving  bail  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  an  immediate  discharge  from  arrest.  But  before  re- 
leasing the  defendant  the  sheriff  should,  as  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, assure  himself  that  no  detainer  has  been  lodged  with 
him  while  the  prisoner  was  in  custody,  and,  by  reason  of  which, 
he  may  become  liable  for  an  escape. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

PR0GEEDI17GS  AFTEB  ABBEST. 

Section  1.  Keeping  the  defendant  in  safe  cnstody  or  in  jail. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  requires  the  sheriff,  after  the  arrest 
of  the  defendant,  to  keep  him  in  safe  custody  until  discharged 
by  law.  Code,  §  185.  In  performing  this  duty  the  sheriff  may 
place  the  defendant  in  actual  confinement  within  the  walls  of  the 
jail,  or,  on  the  receipt  of  the  proper  bond,  may  permit  the 
defendant  to.  go  at  large  within  the  jail  limits.  Usually,  a  de- 
fendant arrested  in  a  civil  action  is  allowed  the  jail  liberties.  In 
either  case  the  sheriff  is  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  of  his 
prisoner  until  the  latter  is  discharged  by  law.  Sartos  v.  Merce- 
guesj  9  How.  188  ;  Budkman  v.  Garnley^  id.  180  ;  Lockwood  v. 
Mercereau,  6  Abb.  206  ;  Metcalf  v.  StryJcer,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.) 
256. 

There  are  three  ways  provided  by  the  Code,  by  either  of  which 
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the  defendant  may  be  discliarged  from  arrest,  and  the  liability 
of  the  sheriff  terminated.  The  defendant  may  secure  his  dis- 
charge by  giving  bail,  as  provided  by  sections  187,  211 ;  or  by  a 
deposit  of  money  with  the  sheriff,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  sum 
mentioned  in  the  order  of  arrest,  under  section  197 ;  or,  in  proper 
cases,  the  defendant  may  obtain  an  absolute  discharge  by  mov- 
ing for  an  order  vacating  the  order  of  arrest,  as  provided  by  sec- 
tions 204,  205. 

So  a  defendant  may  be  released  from  atrest  by  the  consent  of 
the  plaintiff's  attorney.  But  a  release  so  obtained  will  not  oper- 
ate as  a  vacater  or  discharge  of  the  order,  but  simply  as  a  vol- 
untary escape,  or  like  a  release  on  common  bail  under  the  old 
practice.  Meech.v.  LoomiSj  28  How.  209 ;  S.  C,  23  id.  484 ;  14 
Abb.  428 ;  S.  C.  aflSrmed,  id.  432,  note.  See  Decker  v.  Jud- 
son,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  439 ;  Winter  v.  Kinney,  1  N.  Y. 
(1  Comst.)  365. 

b.  Discharge  on  deposit  of  amowrd  stated  in  order  of  arrest 
The  defendant  may,  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  instead  of  giving 
bail,  deposit  with  the  sheriff  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  order. 
The  sheriff  shall  thereupon  give  the  defendant  a  certificate  of  the 
deposit,  and  the  defendant  shall  be  discharged  out  of  custody. 
Code,  §§186,  196. 

Certificate  of  Deposit  in  lieu  of  Bail. 

{TiUe  of  cause.) 

This  is  to  certiify  that  I  have  received  from  Y.  Z.,  the  above- 
named  defendant,  the  sum  of  dollars,  as  a  deposit  in  lieu  of 
bail,  being  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  order  oi  arrest  in  this 
action. 

{Signature.) 

{Date. )  Sheriff  of  County. 

c.  Bail,  how  given.  The  defendant  may  give  bail,  by  caus- 
ing a  written  undertaking  to  be  executed  by  two  or  more  suffi- 
cient bail,  stating  their -places  of  residence  and  occupations,  to 
the  effect  that  the  defendant  shall  at  all  times  render  himself 
amenable  to  the  process  of  the  court  during  the  pendency  of  the 
action,  and  to  such  as  may  be  issued  to  enforce  the  judgment 
therein.  Code,  §  187.  When  the  action  falls  within  the  third 
subdivision  of  section  179  of  the  Code,  the  condition  of  the 
undertaking  must  be  adapted  to  the  character  of  the  action. 

In  executing  an  undertaking  of  bail,  a  strict  compliance  with 
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the  statute  is  necessary.  There  is  a  broad  distinction  made  by 
the  courts  in  relation  to  the  security  taken  by  the  plaintiff  and 
that  taken  by  the  sheriff,  where  the  security  is  given  to  procure 
a  discharge  from  arrest.  The  only  mode  by  which  the  sheriff 
can  discharge  from  arrest  is  that  prescribed  by  statute ;  and 
he  cannot  take  any  obligation  or  security  from  the  party  in 
custody,  conditioned  otherwise  than  for  his  appearance  at  the 
day  and  place  mentioned  in  the  process.  Should  he  take  an 
undertaking  otherwise  conditioned,  the  act  would  be  void  as 
being  without  authority,  and  he  would  not  be  protected  by  it  if 
an  action  should  be  brought  by  the  party  at  whose  suit  the  arrest 
was  made,  and  the  agreement  or  security  being  without  consid- 
eration, so  far  as  the  officer  was  concerned,  could  not  be  enforced 
by  him.  Wiriier  v.  Kinney ^  1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.)  365 ;  Shaw  v. 
Tobias,  3  id.  (3  id.)  188,  192. 

But  this  restriction  is  confined  to  public  officers  ;  and  the  plain- 
tiff may  make  such  agreement,  or  take  such  security  as  he  pleases, 
on  discharging  the  defendant  from  arrest.  lb.  Rogers  v.  HeeveSj 
1  Term  R.  418  ;  FuUer  v.  Prest,  7  id.  109  ;  Becker  v.  Judson^  16 
N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  439,  443 ;  Armstrong  v.  Oarro^,  6  Cow.  465  ; 
Richmond  v.  Roberts,  7  Johns.  319;  Webbefs  Executors  v. 
Bluvi,  19  Wend.  188. 

But  the  statute  of  frauds  requiring  the  agreement  and  consider- 
ation to  be  in  writing,  while  it  applies  to  agreements  where  the 
consideration  is  the  subject  of  mutual  arrangement  between  the 
parties,  does  not  apply  to  instruments  given  or  executed  under, 
and  deriving  their  obligation  from,  special  statutes,  without  the 
acceptance  and  assent  of  the  party  for  whose  ultimate  benefit 
.they  are  given. 

A  mere  undertaking  or  promise  does  not,  ex  m  termini,  import 
a  consideration.  But  where  the  statute  requires  an  undertaking 
to  be  entered  into  by  sureties,  an  instrument  containing  the 
requisite  stipulations  is  valid,  although  it  does  not  express  a 
consideration,  and  is  not  under  seal.  Thompson  v.  Blanchard^ 
3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  335  ;  BoolitOe  v.  Bininny,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.) 
350 ;  Slack  v.  Heath,  1  Abb.  331 ;  S.C,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  95 ;  John- 
son V.  Acker  son,  40  How.  222 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  3  Daly,  430.  It 
is  enough  that  the  statute  recognizes  and  authorizes  such  an 
instrument.  lb. 

Where  an  order  of  arrest  is  granted  under  subdivision  3  of 
section  179,  the  undertaking  must  contain  additional  conditions 
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to  the  eflfect  that  the  sureties  are  bound  in  double  the  value  of 
the  property  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  for  the 
delivery  thereof  to  the  plaintiff  if  such  delivery  be  adjudged, 
and  for  the  payment  to  him  of  such  sum  as  may  for  any  cause 
be  recovered  against  the  defendant.  JBlston  v.  Potter ^  9  Bosw. 
636  ;  Sherlock  v.  Sherlock^  7  Abb.  N.  S.  22 ;  Tracep  v.  Veeder, 
35  How.  209 ;  S.  C,  50  Barb.  70;  Code,  §§  187,  211.  .  The  Code 
does  not  specify  to  whom  the  undertaking  shall  be  given,  and 
the  usual  custom  is  to  give  it  generally  without  naming  the 
obligee.  But  the  undertaking  will  not  be  invalid  if  given  in  the 
name  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  action.  Slack  v.  Heathy  4  E.  D. 
Smith,  95  ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  331. 

Undertaking  to  Discharge  from  Arrest — JVot  in  Replemn. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

agit, 
Y.  Z.,  defendant. 


The  above  defendant  having  been  arrested  bj  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  upon  an  order  of  arrest  herem. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  C.  D.,  of  the  of  ,  county  of 

,  by  occupation  a  ,  and  E.  F.,  of  the  of  , 

county  of  ,  by  occupation  a  ,  do  hereby  undertake,  in 

the  sum  of  dollars,  that  the  said  defendant  shall  at  all 

times  render  himself  amenable  to  the  process  of  the  court  during 
the  pendency  of  this  action,  and  to  such  as  may  be  issued  to 
enforce  the  judgment  therein. 
Dated  the  day  of  ,  18    . 

C.  D., 
E.  F. 
State  of  New  York,  )  _  _ , 
County  of  .       j* * • 

On  this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  seventy  ,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  per- 
sonally appeared  C.  D.,  of  ,  county  of  ,  and  E.  F.  of 
,  county  of  ,  to  me  known  to  be  the  same  persons 
described  in,  and  who  executed  the  above  undertaking,  and  sev- 
erally acknowledged  that  they  executed  the  same. 

{Signature  qf  Officer.) 
State  op  New  York,  )  __ , 
County  of  .       f**' 

C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  being  severally  sworn,  each  for  himself,  savs, 
the  said  C.  D.  that  he  is  a  of  the  county  of  ,  in  this 

State,  and  that  he  is  worth,  exclusive  of  property  exempt  from 
execution,  the  sum  of  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts  and 
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responsibilities  which  he  owes  or  has  incurred ;  and  the  said  E. 
F.,  for  himself,  says,  that  he  is  a  of  the  county  of  ,  in 

this  State,  and  that  he  is  worth,  exclusive  of  property  exempt 
from  execution,  the  sum  of  dollars,   over  and  above  2QI 

debts  and  responsibilities  which  he  owes  or  has  incurred. 

C.  D., 
E.  F. 

Severally  sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  day 

of  ,  187    .  {Signature,) 

I  certify  that  I  find  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  undertaking 
sufficient,  and  do  approve  of  the  same. 

,  Sheriff. 
By  ,  Tm  Deputy. 

Undertaking  of  Bail  in  Replevin.  . 

{Title  of  cau8e>j 

Whereas,  The  above-entitled  action  has  been  brought  to  re- 
cover the  possession  of  the  following  personal  property :  {de- 
scribe if)  wiich  is  alleged  to  be  unjustly  detained ;  and,  whereas, 
Y.  Z.,  the  defendant  m  such  action,  has  been  arrested  therein 
for  the  cause  mentioned  in  the  third  subdivision  of  section  179  of 
the  Code  of  Procedure  ; 

Now,  therefore,  we,  C.  D.,  of  the  of  , 

county  of  ,  by  occupation  a  ,  and  E.  F.,  of 

the  of  ,  of  the  county  of  ,  by  occupa- 

tion a  ,  do  hereby  acknowledge  ourselves  bound  in  the 

sum  of  {double  the  value  of^  the  property  as  stated  in  the  plain- 
tiff^s  opdaviQy  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  personal  property  to 
the  plaintiff,  if  such  delivery  be  adjudged,  and  for  the  payment 
to  hmi  of  such  sum  as  may  for  any  cause  be  recovered  against 
the  defendant.  C.  D. 

E.  F. 

Dated  the       day  of  ,  187    . 

{Acknowledgment  and  justiflcaMon  as  in  preceding  form.) 

Section  3.  Surrender  of  defendant  by  bail. 

a.  Proceedings  necessary.  Whenever  the  bail  desire  to  free 
themselves  from  the  liability  they  have  assumed,  either  from  dis- 
trust of  their  ability  to  produce  the  defendant  when  required,  or 
for  any  other  cause,  they  may  surrender  the  defendant  in  their 
exoneration,  or  he  may  surrender  himself  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  where  he  was  arrested.  The  surrender  is  made  by  de- 
livering a  certified  copy  of  the  undertaking  of  the  bail  to  the 
sheriff,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  detain  the  defendant  in  his  custody 
thereon,  as  upon  an  order  of  arrest,  and  to  give  a  written  cer- 
tificate to  the  bail  acknowledging  the  surrender.    Code,  §  188. 
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No  authority  is  given  by  the  Code  for  the  surrender  of  the  de- 
fendant to  the  sheriff  of  any  county  but  that  in  which  the  arrest 
is  made,  and  the  surrender  to  the  sheriff  of  any  other  county 
would  be  clearly  unauthorized  and  void.  See  Mainwaring  v. 
Milner,  4  L.  R.  Q.  B.  149. 

h.  Arresting  defendant  for  surrender.  The  bail  may  them- 
selves arrest  the  defendant  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering  him, 
at  any  time  before  they  are  finally  charged  with  a  failure  to  com- 
ply with  the  undertaking,  and  at  any  place  where  they  may  find 
him  ;  or,  by  a  written  authority  indorsed  on  a  certified  copy  of 
the  undertaking,  may  empower  any  person  of  suitable  age  and 
discretion  to  make  the  arrest  for  them.    Code,  §  189. 

The  right  of  the  bail  to  arrest  and  surrender  their  principal  in 
their  own  exoneration  was  not  created  by  the  Code,  but  it  is  as 
old  as  the  right  to  arrest  in  the  first  instance  by  a  duly  authorized 
officer. 

This  power  does  not  depend  upon  any  authority  or  process  of 
the  court,  but  results  from  an  impUed  contract  between  the  prin- 
cipal  and  bail,  arising  out  of  the  relation  between  them ;  the 
principal  having  been  at  his  own  request  taken  from  the  custody 
of  the  sheriff,  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  his  bail  where  he 
is  bound  to  remain,  and,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  law,  always 
does  remain.  The  law  considers  the  principal  as  a  prisoner, 
whose  jail  liberties  are  enlarged  or  circumscribed  at  the  will  of 
his  bail ;  and  that  the  right  of  such  bail  to  exercise  a  controlling 
power,  over  their  prisoner  exists  at  all  time  and  in  all  places. 
Metcaif  V.  StryTcer,  31 N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  255 ;  Nicholls  v.  Ingersoll, 
7  Johns.  146. 

The  bail  may  arrest  their  principal  on  Sunday,  and  in  his  own 
house,  and  even  break  down  the  doors  to  effect  this  purpose. 
Anonyrrious^  6  Mod.  231 ;  Sheers  v.  Brooks^  2  H.  Bla.  120.  They 
may  also  pursue  and  arrest  him  in  any  other  county,  or  in 
another  State.  Nicholls  v.  IngersdU^  7  Johns.  145 ;  Matter  of 
Wolfe,  3  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  383  ;  Bushnell  v.  BushneU,  15  Barb. 
399  ;  Code,  §  189. 

The  settled  rule  of  law,  that  no  arrest  can  be  maintained  where 
the  defendant  has  been  induced  to  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  by  means  of  any  trick  or  fraud,  does  not  apply  to 
arrests  of  this  nature.  Neither  does  the  jurisdiction  of  tl;e  court 
in  any  way  control  the  authority  of  bail,  and  a  surrender  will  not 
be  void  because  the  bail,  by  false  promises,  induced  their  princi- 
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pal  to  come  within  the  State.  Matter  of  WoVe^  3  N.  Y.  Leg. 
Obs.  383. 

The  right  to  surrender  the  principal  is  not  confined  to  the  bail 
as  a  personal  privilege,  but  extends  to  their  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators. MeddowscToft  v.  Sutton^  1  Bos.  &  Pull.  62. 
Neither  is  it  essential  that  all  the  bail  should  unite  in  surrender- 
ing their  principal.  One  may  make  the  arrest  and  surrender  the 
defendant,  thereby  exonerating  the  other  bail.  And  this  privi- 
lege extends  to  bail  who  have  been  excepted  to  and  who  do  not 
justify.  In  re  Taylor^  7  How.  212.  And  where  a  sheriff  has 
become  bail,  he  may  exonerate  himself  from-  all  liability  as  such 
by  re-arresting  the  defendant  Sartos  v.  Merceques^  9  How.  188 ; 
Metcdifv.  Stryker,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  265;  affirming  S.  C,  31 
Barb.  62 ;  10  Abb.  12 ;  Buckman  v.  Garrdey,  9  How.  180  ;  Beaver 
V.  Gmner,  10  Abb.  256. 

No  process  is  necessary  in  an  arrest  of  the  principal  by  his 
bail.  The  defendant  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  his  bail  that 
an  escaped  prisoner  does  to  the  sheriff.  Nicholls  v.  IngersoU^  7 
Johns.  145 ;  Metcalf  v.  Stryker,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  255 ;  Ancmy- 
mous^  6  Mod.  231.  And  where  the  bail  employ  any  officer  to 
make  the  arrest^  he  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  bail  and  not  in  his 
official  capacity.  Harp  v.  Osgood^  2  Hill,  218  j  Oregg  v.  Pierce^ 
53  Barb.  387.  The  same  privileges  are  extended  to  the  author- 
ized agent  of  the  bail,  as  to  time,  place,  and  manner  of  making 
the  arrest,  as  may  be  claimed  by  the  bail  themselves.  NichoUs 
V.  Ingersoll^  7  Johns.  145. 

Authority  from  Bail  to  Arrest  Principal. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I.,  C.  D.,  the  within- 
named  bail,  do  hereby  depute,  authorize  and  empower  in  my 
place  and  stead  and  in  my  Dehalf,  O,  P.,  of  ,  {%f  an  officer 

add  Ms  title)  to  take,  arrest,  seize  and  surrender  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  ,  Y.  Z.,  the  within-named  defendant,   in 

exoneration  of  and  discharge  of  my  undertaking  as  bail  for  the 
said  Y.  Z.,  in  said  action,  and  to  employ  such  persons  and 
assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect  such  purpose,  and  to  do 
any  and  all  acts,  that  I,  the  aforesaid  bail,  might  lawfully  do  in 
the  premises.  U.  D. 

{Bate.) 

c.  Notice  of  surrender.  After  surrendering  the  defendant 
to  the  sfieriff,  the  bail  should  give  eight  days'  notice  to  the  party 
at  whose  suit  the  arrest  was  made,  that  they  shall  apply  to  a 
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judge  of  the  court,  or  a  county  judge,  for  an  order  of  exonera- 
tion. A  copy  of  the  sheriff's  certificate,  acknowledging  the 
surrender  of  the  defendant,  must  accompany  the  notice.  Code, 
§  188.  This  also  conforms  to  the  practice  of  the  English  courts. 
The  King  v.  Slieriffs  of  London^  1  Price,  338 ;  Merryman  v. 
Quibble,  1  Chitty,  128 ;  Byrne  v.  Aguilar^  S^East,  306 ;  Thorne 
V.  HutcTimsimy  3  Bam.  &  Cress.  112 ;  8.  C,  4  Dowl.  &  Ryl.  712. 

Certificate  of  Surrender. 

I,  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  .        ,  hereby  certify  that  T. 

Z.,  the  principal  mentioned  in  the  within  undertaking,  was  sur- 
^rendered  to  me  by  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  his  sureties,  this       day  of 
,18    ,  and  is  now  in  my  custky.  ^ 

{Signature  of  Sheriff.) 

Where  the  above  certificate  is  not  indorsed  upon  the  under- 
taking, it  may  be  in  the  following  form  : 

{Titie  of  cause.) 

I,  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  ,  hereby  certify  that  T, 

Z.,  the  defendant  in  this  action,  and  who  is  the  principal  referred 
to  in  the  annexed  undertaking,  was  surrendered  to  me  by  C.  D. 
and  E.  F.,  his  sureties,  this  day  of         ,  18    ,  and  is  now 

in  my  custody. 

{Signature  of  Sheriff.) 

d.  Exoneration  of  bail  by  judge.  Upon  the  production  of  a 
copy  of  the  undertaking  and  of  the  sheriff's  certificate,  together 
with  proof  of  the  due  service  of  the  notice  on  the  plaintiff  of  the 
certificate  of  surrender,  a  judge  of  the  court  or  a  county  judge 
may  order  the  bail  to  be  exonerated,  and,  on  the  filing  of  the 
order  and  the  papers  used  on  the  application,  they  are  exonera- 
ted accordingly.  Code,  §  188.  But  these  provisions  of  the 
Code  do  not  apply  to  an  arrest  for  causes  mentioned  in  subdi- 
vision'3  of  section  179,  so  as  to  discharge  the  bail  from  an  under- 
taking given  under  the  provisions  of  section  211.    Code,  §  188. 

Notice  of  Motion  to  Exonerate  Bail. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Take  notice,  that  on  the  certificate  {or  affidavit)  with  a  copy 
of  which  you  are  herewith  served,  and  on  the  undertaking  of 
bail  in  this  action,  I  shall  move  before  Hon.  ,  one  of  the 

justices  of  this  court,  at  his  office  in  the  citv  of         ,  on  the 
day  of  next,  at  o'clock  in  tne   forenoon,  for  an 

order  exonerating  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  the  bail  of  the  defendant 

86 
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in  this  action,  from  all  farther  liability  as  snch  bail,  and  for  such, 
other  relief  as  may  be  just.  Yours,  etc. , 

A.  Mills, 
D^endanffs  Attorney. 
To  J.  S.  AvEET,  Esq. . 

Flaintiff'^B  Attorney. 

Affidavit  to  move  for  Exoneration  of  Bail. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

C.  D.,  one  of  the  bail  {or  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  the  bail)  for  the 
defendant  Y.  Z.,  in  this  action,  being  sworn,  says  (or  being  sworn 
do  severally  say),  that  judgment  was  obtained  and  docketed  in 
this  action  agamst  the  said  Y.  Z.,  on  or  about  the  day  of 

,  18  ,  and  that  an  execution  in  due  form  was  duly  issued 
thereon  on  the  day  of  ,  18    . 

n.  That  (after  the  issuing,  and  before  the  return  of  the  said 
execution,  and  (on  or  about  the  day  of  >  18    ,  the 

said  defendant  died  at 

{Jurat.)  {Signature.) 

Order  ExoneraMng  Bail. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

On  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  certificate  of  the  sheriflT  of 
,  (or  affidavit  of  C.  D.  and  E.  F.)  and  a  copy  of  the  under- 
taking of  ban  given  by  (the  said)  C.  D.  and  E.  F.  in  this  action, 
and  on  motion  of  A.  Mills,  counsel  for  the  defendant,  and  after 
hearing  J.  S.  Avery,  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  {or  on  proof  of  due 
service  of  the  notice  of  this  motion  on  the  plaintiflT). 

Ordebed  :  That  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  the  said  bail,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  exonerated  from  all  liability  on  account  of  the 
said  undertakmg. 

{Bate.)  {Signature  qf  the  Judge.) 

e.  Ecconeration  by  deaths  etc.  The  bail  may  be  exonerated 
either  by  the  death  of  the  defendant,  or  his  imprisonment  in 
a  State  prison,  or  by  his  legal  discharge  from  the  obligation  to 
render  himself  amenable  to  the  process,  or  by  his  surrender  to 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  he  was  arrested.    Code,  §  191. 

It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  bail  should  in  all  cases 
be  able  to  produce  positive  proof  of  the  death  of  their  principal, 
when  an  order  of  exoneration  is  sought  on  that  ground.  It  will 
be  sufficient  if  the  bail  establish  strong  presumptive  proof  of  the 
death  of  their  principal.  What  facts  will  create  a  presumption 
of  law  in  fiivor  of  the  death  of  a  party  can  only  be  determined 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  case.    Whenever  such 
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presumption  is  established,  the  bail  may  obtain  their  discharge 
as  well  as  on  positive  proof  of  the  death  of  their  principal.  Mer- 
ritt  V.  Thompson^  1  HUt  660. 

The  practice  of  discharging  the  ball  in  cases  where  the  prin- 
cipal was  imprisoned  for  a  long  series  of  years  in  a  State  prison, 
existed  before  the  Code.  But  this  practice  was  never  extended 
to  cases  where  the  term  of  imprisonment  was  comparatively 
short  Cathcart  v.  Oannon^  1  Johns.  Gas.  28 ;  Phcsnix  Fire  Inr 
suraTice  Company  v.  Mowatt^  6  Cow.  699 ;  Lojlin  v.  Fowler^  18 
Johns.  336. 

The  third  event  mentioned  by  the  Code,  as  operating  to  dis- 
charge the  bail  from  liability  on  their  undertaking,  is  the  legal 
discharge  of  the  principal  from  the  obligation  to  render  himself 
amenable  to  the  process  that  may  be  issued  against  him.  This 
may  occur  when  the  principal  has  obtained  a  legal  discharge 
from  his  debts  under  the  insolvent  debtors'  act,  or  where  he  has 
recovered ^»aZ  judgment  in  the  action  in  which  he  was  arrested. 
In  the  latter  case  the  power  of  the  court  over  the  litigation  and 
the  parties  must  be  exhausted  by  such  judgment  before  the 
liability  of  the  bail  ceases.  .  A  judgment  by  default  may  be  a 
final  judgment,  and  where  the  bail  desire  to  relieve  themselves 
on  such  default  from  further  liability  on  their  undertaking,  they 
should  move  promptly  for  an  order  of  exoneration ;  for,  if  the 
judgment  is  set  aside  before  such  order  is  obtained,  and  the 
plaintifT  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  action,  their  liability  will 
revive.  Yon  Oerhard  v.  LigMe^  13  Abb.  101 ;  Appleby  v.  Rdbivr 
8(m,  44  Barb.  316. 

And  an  agreement  by  a  creditor,  if  not  under  seal,  to  accept 
in  discharge  of  his  claim  less  than  the  full  amount  due,  is  void 
for  want  of  consideration.  An  agreement  so  made  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  defendant  under  arrest  will  not  exonerate  the 
bail.  Y(m  Gerhard  v.  Lighte^  13  Abb.  101.  But  where  the 
plaintiff  does  an  act  to  the  injury  of  the  bail,  or  varies  the 
terms  of  the  obligation,  or  enlarges  the  time  of  performance 
without  the  consent  of  the  bail,  they  will  be  discharged.  Rath- 
hone  V.  Warren^  10  Johns.  587 ;  Bfuffman  v.  HuUbert^  18  Wend. 
377. 

An  exoneretur  will  be  granted  on  motion  where  the  principal 
has  been  discharged  under  the  insolvent  debtor*  s  act.  Seaman  v. 
DroJce^  1  Cai.  9 ;  Franklin  v.  Thurher^  1  Cow.  427 ;  White  v. 
BlaJce^  22  Wend.  612.  But  if  the  discharge  was  obtained  in  time  to 
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be  pleaded  by  the  principal,  a  motion  for  an  exoneretur  will  be 
denied,  linless  such  plea  was  interposed.  The  remedy  for  the 
"bail  in  such  case  is  by  a  surrender  of  their  principal.  Campbell 
V.  Palmer^  6  Cow.  596  ;  Post  v.  Riley ^  18  Johns.  54 ;  MecTianics* 
BanJc  V.  Hazard^  9  id.  392. 

The  fourth  event  by  which  the  bail  may  be  exonerated  is  the 
execution  of  the  obligation  contained  in  the  undertaking  by  the 
surrender  of  their  principal  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which 
he  was  arrested,  within  twenty  days  after  the  commencement  of 
an  action  against  them  for  the  recovery  of  the  sum  specified  in 
the  undertaking,  or  within  such  further  time  as  may  be  granted 
by  the  court. 

Previous  to  the  motion  for  an  order  of  exoneration,  the  bail 
should  provide  themselves  with  the  requisite  proof  of  the  facts 
upon  which  they  rely  to  obtain  the  order.  If  the  motion  is 
based  on  the  surrender  of  the  principal,  the  sheriff's  certificate 
of  this  fact  is  the  proper  proof ;  if  the  death  of  their  principal  is 
the  foundation  of  the  motion,  proper  affidavits  establishing  that 
fact,  or  furnishing  presumptive  evidence  to  sustain  it,  should  be 
carefally  prepared  to  be  used  on  the  motion.  The  proof  of  the 
other  events  on  which  an  exoneretur  may  be  ordered,  may  be 
furnished  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  records  of  the  court,  where 
the  proceedings  were  had  on  which  the  bail  rely  for  their  exon- 
eration. This  proof,  whether  it  be  in  the  form  of  a  sheriff's 
certificate,  an  affidavit,  or  a  copy  of  a  record,  must  be  served  on 
the  plaintiff,  together  with  the  notice  of  motion,  at  least  eight 
days  before  the  argument.  Code,  §  188.  An  affidavit,  or  other 
proof  of  such  service,  must  be  furnished  on  the  argument, 
together  with  the  papers  served  and  copy  of  the  undertaking. 

/.  Eoconeraiion^  at  what  time.  Where  the  bail  surrender  their 
principal  before  failing  to  comply  with  their  obligation,  an  order 
of  exoneration  may  be  obtained  at  the  expiration  of  the  eight 
days  required  for  the  due  service  of  the  notice  of  motion  and 
certificate  of  surrender.  Code,  §  188.  But,  after  an  action  has 
been  commenced  against  the  bail,  no  order  can  be  obtained  un- 
der the  Code,  unless  some  one  of  the  events  specified  in  section 
191  has  occurred  within  the  twenty  days  next  succeeding  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  or  within  such  further  time  as  ha.s 
been  allowed  by  the  court.  Hayes  v.  Carririgtony  12  Abb.  179  ; 
S.  C,  21  How.  143  ;  Baker  v.  Curtis,  10  Abb.*  279. 

The  same  rule  holds  true  if  the  provisions  of  the  Revised 
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Statutes,  allowing  exoneration  on  the  death  of  the  principal,  if 
occurring  within  eight  days  after  the  return  of  process,  have  not 
been  repealed  by  the  Code.  But,  as  there  is  no  longer  a  return 
of  process  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  then  understood,  the 
equivalent  for  such  return  under  the  Code  must  be  taken  as  the 
limit  within  which  the  bail  must  surrender  their  principal,  as  the 
defendant  is  entitled  to  that  time  to  put  himself  in  court  to  sur- 
render or  defend.  This  equivalent  is  to  be  found  in  the  time 
allowed  to  answer  the  complaint  after  the  service  of  a  summons, 
or  where  a  complaint  is  not  served  in  the  twenty  days  allowed 
for  an  appearance.  Hayes  v.  OarringtoUy  12  Abb.  179 ;  S.  C., 
21  How.  143 ;  2  R.  S.  383  (397),  §  34. 

g.  ExteTision  of  time.  The  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  ex- 
tend the  time  allowed  by  the  Code  for  the  surrender  of  their 
principal  by  the  bail,  after  the  twenty  days  allowed  for  such 
surrender  has  expired.  Code,  §  191 ;  Bank  of  GeTieva  v.  Mey- 
nolds,  12  Abb.  81 ;  S.  C,  20  How.  18 ;  Qilbert  v.  Bulkley,  1 
Duer,  668  ;  Baker  v.  Ourtis^  10  Abb.  279 ;  Hayes  v.  Carrington^ 
12  id.  179 ;  S.  C,  21  How.  143. 

Notice  of  Motion  to  Extend  time  to  Surrender. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice^  that  on  the  affidavit  of  which  a  copy  is 
herewith  served,  and  on  the  undertaking  of  bail  in  this  action,  I 
shall  move  before  Hon.  ,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  court, 

at  his  office,  in  the  city  of  ,  on  the       day  of  j  18    , 

at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  an  order  that  C.  D.  and  E.  F., 
the  defendanf  s  bail  in  this  action,  have  days  further  time  to 
surrender  such  defendant  to  the  sheriff  in  their  exoneration,  and 
for  such  other  relief  as  may  be  just. 

(Bate.)  A.  Mills, 

To  J.  S.  AvEBT,    '  DefendanVs  Attorney. 

Plainiiff^s  Attorney. 

Affidavit  in  Support  of  such  Motion. 

{Title  of  cause.) 
{Venue.) 

C.  D.,  being  duly  sworn,  savs : 

I.  That  he  is  one  of  the  bail  for  the  above-named  defendant, 
Y.  Z.,  in  this  action ;  that  said  T.  Z.  was  arrested  about  the 
day  of        ,  18    ,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  arrest  granted  in  said 
action  by  the  Hon.  ,  one  of  the  justices  of  this  court,  on  the 

ground  that  {state  grounds  of  arrest)  and  that  on  the       day  of 
,  18    ,  this  deponent  and  E.  P.  became  bail  for  this  defenaant 
by  ^ving  an  undertaking,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed. 


678  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 

Affidavit  in  iupport  of  motion— *  Bail,  how  proceeded  against. 

II.  That  {stcUe  excuse  for  not  surrendering  the  defendavi  in 
season). 

ILL  That  {show  that  a  surrender  is  now  possible). 

lY.  That  no  action  has  been  commenced  against  said  bail  as 
deponent  is  informed  and  believes.  C.  D. 

{Jurat) 

K  an  action  has  been  commenced  against  the  bail,  the  motion 
to  enlarge  the  time  in  which  they  may  surrender  their  principal 
should  be  made  and  entitled  in  such  new  action.  The  affidavit 
should  contain,  substantially,  the  same  all^ations  as  the  one 
above  given,  except  that  it  should  allege  the  fact  of  the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  against  the  bail  upon  their  liability 
upon  the  undertaking,  and  also  allege  their  readiness  to  i)ay 
the  costs  which  have  already  accrued  in  such  action. 

The  power  of  extending  the  time  in  which  the  bail  may  sur- 
render their  principal  is  not  confined  to  the  court  in  which  the 
original  action  was  brought.  In  a  suit  brought  in  the  supreme 
court  on  an  xuidertaking  of  bail,  that  court  may  grant  relief  to 
the  bail,  although  the  original  action  was  in.  another  court ;  and 
may  allow  them  a  temporary  stay  of  proceedings  to  enable  them 
to  surrender  their  principal.  Barker  v.  BusseU^  11  Barb.  303  ; 
S.  C,  ICodeKN.  S.  57. 

The  practice  was  well  settled  before  the  Code,  and  has  not  since 
been  changed,  that  where  bail,  by  reason  of  circumstances  over 
which  they  had  no  control,  were  prevented  from  making  the  sur- 
render within  the  regular  time,  the  court  would  enlaige  the  time 
of  surrender,  although  no  application  had  been  made,  or  stay  of 
proceedings  obtained  within  the  regular  time  foir  making  the  sur- 
render. BanJc  of  Geneva  v.  Reynolds^  12  Abb.  81 ;  S.  C,  20 
How.  18,  and  cases  cited. 

But  an  application  for  an  extension  of  time  should  state  that 
the  bail  are  in  no  way  indemnified ;  and  where  this  cannot  be 
shown  the  application  should  be  denied.  lb. 

Section  4.  Bail^  how  proceeded  against. 

a.  In  general.  Under  the  former  practice  the  plaintiff  had  his 
election,  on  the  failure  of  the  bail,  to  comply  with  their  under- 
taking, to  proceed  by  scire  facias  on  the  judgment,  or  by  an 
action  of  debt  on  the  recognizance.  See  2  R.  S.  383  (397),  §  35  ; 
id.  580  (601),  §  23.  But  the  Code  expressly  provides,  that  in 
case  of  failure  to  comply  with  the  undertaking,  the  bail  may  be 
proceeded  against  by  action  only.    Code,  §  190.    This  provision 
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was  no  doubt  intended  to  abolish  the  proceeding  by  scire  fdcias 
and  leave  only  the  action  on  the  undertaking.  The  provisions  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  in  respect  to  the  proceedings  necessary  to 
fix  the  liability  of  bail  on  the  undertaking,  are  still  in  force  and 
are  in  substance  applicable  to  any  right  of  action  upon  any 
undertaking  provided  for  by  section  187  of  the  Code.  But,  as 
the  form  of  an  action  of  debt  on  the  recognizance  no  longer  exists, 
the  plaintiff  is  required  to  .set  forth  in  his  complaint  every  fact 
which  he  must  prove  to  enable  him  to  maintain  his  suit,  and 
which  the  defendant  has  a  right  to  controvert  in  his  answer. 
Thus,  as  the  statute  provides  that  ^^  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  bring  any  suit  on  the  recognizance  of  bail, 
until,  Ist,  an  execution  against  the  property  of  the  defendant 
shall  have  been  issued  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  such 
defendant  was  originally  arrested,  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
returned  by  such  sheriff  unsatisfied  in  whole  or  in  -part  i  and,  2d, 
an  execution  against  the  body  of  the  defendant,  having  at  least 
fifteen  days  between  the  teste  and  return  thereof,  shall  have  been 
issued  to  the  same  sheriff  and  by  him  returned  that  the  defend- 
ant cannot  be  found  within  his  county,"  it  is  still  necessary  to 
allege  in  the  complaint  in  an  action  on  the  undertaking,  the  fia^ct 
of  the  issuing  of  the  execution  against  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant and  its  return  unsatisfied,  and  the  issuing  of  the  execution 
against  the  body  of  the  defendant  and  the  return  that  the  defend- 
ant cannot  be  found.  Gaunfley  v.  Wheeler^  31  How.  137 ;  PearsaU 
V.  Zatorencey  3  Johns.  514.    See  2  R.  S.  382  (897),  §  31. 

The  bail  may  plead  as  a  defense  to  an  action  on  the  undertak- 
ing, that  executions  against  the  property  and  against  the  body 
of  the  defendant  in  the  original  suit  were  not  issued  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  the  statute;  or  that  they  were 
not  issued  in  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  sheriff  to  execute  the 
same ;  or  that  directions  were  given  by  the  plaintiff  or  his  attor- 
ney to  prevent  the  service  of  one  or  both  writs ;  or  that  any 
other  fraudulent  or  collusive  means  were  used  to  prevent  such 
service.  If  the  bail  can  establish  any  such  defense,  they  will  be 
entitled  to  a  verdict.  2  R.  S.  382  (397),  §  33.  But  the  bail  can- 
not plead  as  a  defense  an  irr<^gularity  in  the  process  upon  which 
the  arrest  was  made.  The  liability  of  the  principal  to  arrest  is 
conceded  by  the  bail,  by  entering  into  the  bond.  The  right  to  object 
to  an  irregularity  in  the  process  belongs  to  the  principal  alone,  and 
the  &ct  of  his  giving  bail  to  obtain  his  discharge  is  evidence  of  a 
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waiver  of  that  light.  Kelley  v.  McCormicJc,  28  N.  Y.  (1  Tiff.) 
818,  320 ;  Steoer  y.  Sorriberger^  19  Wend.  121 ;  S.  C,  24  id.  275  ; 
Gregory  v.  Levy,  12  Barb.  610 ;  S.  C,  7  How.  37.  The  sheriff, 
when  proceeded  against  as  bail,  is  in  the  same  manner  precluded 
from  objecting  that  the  order  of  arrest  was  improperly  granted, 
or  that  the  judgment  or  execution  is  irregular.  Bensel  v. 
Lynch,  44  N.  Y.  (5  Hand)  162. 

The  remedy  of  the  bail  in  such  cases,  is  to  surrender  their  prin- 
cipal, and  move  for  an  order  of  exoneration.  lb. ;  Gregory  v. 
Levy;  12  Barb.  610 ;  S.  C,  7  How.  37. 

Bail  cannot  set  up  as  a  defense,  in  an  action  on  an  under- 
taking, any  irregularity  in  the  practice  and  proceedings  in  the 
original  action  in  which  they  became  sureties.  If  the  judgment 
was  irregularly  obtained,  their  remedy  was  to  move  promptly  to 
set  aside  the  judgment,  and  be  allowed  to  come  and  defend  in  the 
original  action.    Jewett  v.  Crane,  35  Barb.  208 ;  S.  C,  13  Abb.  97. 

But  the  bail  may  set  up  as  a  defense  any  matter  showing  aa 
agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  their  principal,  made  with- 
out their  knowledge  or  consent,  whereby  the  relations  existmg 
between  the  parties  were  materially  changed,  and  the  liability 
and  risk  of  the  sureties  increased.  Niblo  v.  ClarJc,  3  Wend.  24 ; 
8.  C.  affirmed,  6  id.  236. 

The  fact  that,  before  judgment  in  the  original  action,  the 
debtor  was  utterly  Insolvent,  and  has  been  so  ever  since,  will  not 
avail  as  a  bar  to  an  action  against  the  bail  on  their  undertaking, 
nor  can  it  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of  damages.  Lem/  v. 
NicTiolas,  19  Abb.  282 ;  S.  C,  1  Rob.  614 ;  Bensel  v.  Lynch,  44 
N.  Y.  (5  Hand)  162.  When  there  are  several  defendants  liable 
to  imprisonment  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt,  the  plaintiff  has  a  right 
to  take  the  persons  of  all  the  defendants  in  satisfaction  of  his 
judgment,  and  this  carries  with  it  the  right  to  proceed  against 
the  bail  of  one  as  to  whom  there  may  be  a  return  of  rum  est  ir^ 
venius,    Penn  v.  JRemsen,  24  How.  503. 

Assignment  of  Bail-bofid. 

I  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  ,  hereby  assign 

the  within  undertaking  of  bail  to  A.  B. ,  the  plaintiff  within  named, 
at  his  request,  according  to  the  statute.  In  witness  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  day  of  , 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

Sealed  and  delivered  in )  {Signoinire  of  Sheriff). 

the  presence  of  ) 

E.  P. 


ARREST  AND  BAIL.  681 

Delivery  of  order  of  arrest  to  plaintiff —  Retnm  by  a  iheriff,  coroner  or  elisor. 

Section  6.  Beliyery  of  order  of  arrest  to  plaintiff. 

a.  In  general.  The  order  of  arrest  must  specify  a  time  for  its 
return  to  the  plaintiff  or  attorney  by  whom  it  is  subscribed  or 
indorsed.  Code,  §  183,  But  if  the  order  directs  the  sheriff  to 
forthwith  arrest  the  defendant  and  to  return  the  order  within  five 
days  after  the  arrest,  it  will  sufficiently  specify  the  time  of  the 
return  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute.  Cordi- 
nerUal  Bank  v.  De  Mott^  8  Bosw.  696.  Within  the  time  limited 
for  that  purpose  the  sheriff  must  execute  this  order  by  deliver- 
ing the  order  of  arrest  to  such  plaintiff,  or  his  attorney,  with  his 
return  indorsed  upon  it.    Code,  §  192. 

Section  6.  Betam  by  a  sheriff,  coroner  or  elisor. 

a.  Return^  how  made.  The  return  of  an  order  of  arrest  is 
effected  by  the  sheriff*  s  indorsing  on  the  order  a  short  certifi- 
cate signed  by  him,  stating  the  manner  in  which  the  order  was 
executed.  If  the  sheriff  has  not  been  able  to  find  the  defendant, 
he  will  indorse  on  the  order  ^^notfoundJ*^  Khe  has  taken  the 
defendant  and  discharged  him  on  bail,  the  usual  form  of  the 
return  is  "defendant  taken,"  and  the  requisite  information  con- 
cerning the  bail  is  contained  in  a  certified  copy  of  the  undertak- 
ing. IF  no  bail  has  been  given,  the  return  wiU  simply  state  the 
fSEict,  as  "  defendant  taken  and  in  custody,"  or  "  imprisoned  for 
want  of  bail."     • 

If  the  defendant  has  been  rescued,  or  delivered  over  on  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus^  the  return  should  briefly  state  the  facts.  The 
return  is  usually  in  an  abbreviated  form  as  before  given,  but  may 
be  expressed  at  length.  The  form  is  immaterial  so  far  as  it  con- 
veys a  correct  statement  of  facts.  Patterson  v.  Parker^  2  Hill, 
698 ;  Byrne  v.  Morris^  2  Cow.  472.  The  return  of  a  coroner  or 
elisor  is  made  in  the  same  manner,  and,  in  geaeral,  the  rules  of 
practice  applicable  to  sheriffs  applies  to  other  officers  perform- 
ing the  same  duties.  Code,  §  419.  A  return  made  by  a  deputy 
should  in  all  cases  be  in  the  name  of  his  principal ;  as  a  return 
made  by  a  deputy  in  his  own  name,  as  deputy,  is  not  a  return 
by  the  sheriff,  and  is  not  an  official  act.  Simonds  v.  OaUin^  2 
Caines,  61. 

Reiuvn  of  Arrest. 

{Venue.) 

I  have  taken  and  arrested  the  within  named  T.  Z.  as  required 
by  the  within  order. 

{Signature.) 
Sheriff  of  county. 
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Return  where  no  hail  is  given. 

(As  above  and  add)  who  remains  imprisoned  in  the  common 
jail  of  county,  in  my  custody,  for  want^f  bail, 

{Signaiurey  etc.) 
Return  of  not  found. 
(  Venue.) 

The  within  named  Y.  Z.  is  not  found  in  my  county. 

{Signature.) 
Sheriff  of  oourUy. 

Return  of  Arrest^  and  Deposit  in  lieu  qf  Bail, 
{Venue.) 


I  have  taken  and  arrested  the  within-named  Y.  Z.,  as  required 

ieposited  with  me  dc 

in  lieu  and  instead  of  bail  in  the  above-entitled  action. 


by  the  within  order,  and  he  has  deposited  with  me  dollsurB 


{Signature.) 
Sheriff  of  couray. 

5.  Enforcing  return.  If  the  sheriff  neglects  to  obey  the  terms 
of  the  order,  and  to  make  his  return  within  the  time  specified 
therein,  the  plaintiff  should  proceed  to  compel  a  return  as  pro- 
vided in  rule  10,  supreme  court,  by  serving  on  him  a  notice  to 
return  the  order  within  ten  days,  or  show  cause  at  a  special  term 
designated  in  the  notice,  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
against  him.    See  Wilson  v.  Wright^  9  How.  469. 

c.  Controverting  return.  The  return  of  the  sheriff,  although 
jhlse  in  fact,  cannot  be  questioned  collaterally.  A  return  that  a 
defendant  cannot  be  found  in  the  county,  fixes  the  bail,  and 
cannot  be  questioned  by  them  in  an  action  against  them  upon 
their  undertaking,  although  in  fact  the  defendant  had  been 
arrested  and  negligentiy  permitted  to  escape.  The  remedy  of 
the  bail  in  such  cases  is  by  action  directiy  against  the  sheriff  for 
a  false  return,  wherein  the  return  may  be  controverted  and  its 
fSalsity  established  as  a  mere  question  of  fact.  Mc Arthur  v. 
Pea^e^  46  Barb.  423 ;  BraMey  v.  Bishop^  7  Wend.  862 ;  Bishop 
V.  Ea/rl^  17  id.  316 ;  Boomer  v.  Laine^  10  id.  526. 

d.  Certified  copy  of  the  undertaking  of  bail.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  sheriff  to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  with  the 
order  of  arrest,  a  certified  copy  of  the  undertaking  of  the  de- 
fendant's bail.  Code,  §  192.  The  object  of  this  requirement  of 
the  Code  is  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  inquire  into  the  solvency  of 
the  parties  who  volunteer  to  become  responsible  for  the  appear- 
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ance  of  the  defendant,  and,  if  such  parties  are  irresponsible,  to 
provide  for  his  safety  by  requiring  the  substitution  of  other  bail. 

Section  7.  Proceedings  on  justification  of  bail. 

a.  Notice  to  sTieriff  of  non-accepitance  of  hail.  K  the  plaintiff 
elects  to  require  further  security,  he  should  serve, a  written  no- 
tice upon  the  sheriff  that  he  does  not  accept  the  bail.  This  must 
be  done  within  ten  days  from  the  time  of  the  return  and  the 
receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  undertaking,  or  the  plaintiff  will  be 
deemed  to  have  accepted  the  bail,  and  the  sheriff  will  be  ex- 
onerated from  all  liability.  Code,  §  192.  Fnr&er  time  to  except 
to  the  bail  may  be  obtained  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten  days, 
but  it  will  be  only  on  condition  that  the  liability  of  the  sheriff 
shall  not  be  revived  thereby.  Zimm  v.  Ritterman^  5  Rob.  618. 
See  Cohn  v.  Bams^  1  H.  Bla.  80 ;  Rogers  v.  Maplehack^  id.  106. 

Notice  of  Exception  to  Bail. 
{Title  qf  catbse.) 

Sir  :  Please  take  notice  that  the  plaintiff  does  not  accept  the 
baU  offered  by  the  defendant  in  this  action.        Yours,  etc., 
{Dated,)  John  MoCaetin,  Plaintiff^ s  Attorney. 

To  the  sheriff  of  the  courdy  of 

h.  Notice  of  justification  given  to  plaintiff^  s  attorney.  On 
the  receipt  of  such  notice,  the  sheriff  or  defendant  may,  within 
the  ten  days  following,  give  notice  to  the  plaintiff  or  attorney 
by  whom  the  order  of  arrest  is  subscribed,  of  the  justification  of 
the  same  or  other  bail.  If  new  bail  are  substituted  in  the  place 
of  those  excepted  to,  the  notice  must  specify  their  places  of  resi- 
dence and  occupation.  Code,  §  193 ;  Anonymous^  1  Chitty,  292. 
It  must  state  before  what  judge,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  place, 
the  bail  will  justify.  Code,  §  193.  See  Colman  y.  Roberts,  1 
'  Chitty,  88 ;  Smith  v.  Mellon^  6  Taunt.  864. 

Notice  of  BaiV  s  Justifying. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

Sir  :  Take  notice  that  the  same  bail  heretofore  proposed  by 
the  defendant  in  this  action  will  justify  before  the  Hon.  , 

at  his  ofilce,  in  the  city  of  ,  on  the       day  of 

next,  at       o'clock  in  the  forenoon.        Yours,  etc., 

Wynne  &  Porter,  BefendaTvCs  AttoTTieys. 
Or,  J.  J.  C,  Sheriff  qf  ,  county  of 

{Dated.) 
To  John  MoCartin, 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 
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Time,  place  and  mode  of  justification. 

c.  TimCy  place  arid  mode  of  justification.  The  bail  mnst 
justify  before  a  judge  of  the  court  or  a  county  judge.  Prior  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Code  in  1851,  bail  might  justify  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  weU  as  before  a  judge  of  a  court  of  record. 
But,  by  that  amendment,  the  words  "justice  of  the  peace"  were 
stricken  out  of  section  193,  although  retained  by  evident  inad- 
vertence in  the  three  succeeding  sections.  The  place  of  justifi- 
cation must  be  within  the  county  where  the  defendant  was  ar- 
rested, or  where  the  bail  reside.  Rule  8,  Supreme  Court  The 
time  must  be  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  days  after  the 
service  of  the  notice  on  the  plaintiff!  Code,  §  193.  But,  if  the 
sureties  in  the  undertaking  do  not  justify  at  the  time  specified  in 
the  notice,  further  time  may  be  aUowed  on  good  cause  shown. 
Burns  v.  Robbing,  1  Code  R.  62;  West's  Bail,  1  Chitty,  192; 
Hamilton  v.  Dain^ord,  2  id.  82.  Each  of  the  bail  should 
attend  before  the  judge  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
notice,  in  order  that  the  plaintiff  may  examine  him  touching 
his  sufficiency.  The  examination  is  intended  to  satisfy  the 
judge  that  the  persons  offering  themselves  as  bail  possess 
the  requisite  qualifications,  and  the  examination  is  conducted  in 
such  a  manner  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  may  think  proper. 
Code,  §  195. 

The  examination  may  be  on  oath,  and  it  must  be  reduced  to 
writing  and  subscribed  by  the  bail  when  required  by  the  plain- 
tiff's  attorney.  Usually,  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  attends 
with  properly  verified  affidavits  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  bail,  or 
with  affidavits  ready  for  verification  before  the  judge.  If  no  one 
appears  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  judge  usually  allows  the 
bail  on  the  affidavits  and  proofs  presented.  It  is  not  the  duty 
of  the  judge  or  justice  before  whom  the  justification  is  to  be  had, 
to  enter  upon  any  examination  as  to  their  sufficiency,  unless 
required  to  do  so  by  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf. 
The  words  of  the  statute  are  permissive  merely,  and  provide 
that  the  bail  Toay  be  examined  on  oath.  To  avail  himself  of  this 
provision,  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  must  be  in  attendance  be- 
fore the  judge  when  the  bail  appear,  or  he  must  necessarily  lose 
the  benefit  of  his  exception.  And,  even  where  the  bail  fiiil  to 
attend  before  the  judge,  this  rule  of  waiver  will  apply,  and  no 
further  justification  will  be  necessary.  Ballard  v.  BaUard,  18 
N.  T.  (4  Smith)  491.  The  eflfect  of  a  failure  of  the  plaintiff  or 
his  attorney  to  attend  before  the  officer,  is  to  leave  the  bail  in 


ARREST  AND  BAIL.  685 

Affidavit  for  fmther  time  to  Justify. 

the  sitnation  in  which  they  were  before  the  notice  of  exception 
was  served,  and  to  discharge  the  sheriff  from  liability. 

But,  where  the  plaintiff  appears  in  person  or  by  attorney,  the 
affidavits  of  the  bail  in  respect  to  their  sufficiency  are  used  as 
the  basis  on  which  he  conducts  his  examination.  This  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  cross-examination,  to  which  the  affidavits  form  the 
evidence  in  chief.  The  objections  usually  raised  on  such  exami- 
nations relate  to  the  supposed  disqualifications  of  the  bail,  from 
whatever  cause,  they  may  arise.  These  disqualifications  wiU  be 
discussed  in  a  subsequent  section. 

Affidavit  for  further  time  to  justify. 

(Title  of  catise.) 
( Venue.) 

C.  F.,  being  duly  sworn,  says  : 

I.  That  he  is  tne  attorney  for  the  defendant  in  the  above- 
entitled  action. 

n.  That  E.  F.,  one  of  the  sureties  proposed  by  said  defendant 
as  his  bail  in  this  action,  and  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the 
notice  of  jurisdiction  hereto  annexed^  promised  and  consented  to 
become  bail  in  this  action  for  the  said  defendant,  and  has  exe- 
cuted the  required  undertaking  of  bail.  That  he  promised  to 
attend  this  morning  at  o'clock  before  the  Hon.  ,  at 

his  office  in  the  city  of  ,  to  justify  as  such  bail.    And 

deponent  verily  believes  that  the  said  E.  F.  was  and  is  able  to 
justify  as  good  and  sufficient  bail  in  this  action. 

III.  That  this  deponent  fully  expected  that  the  said  E.  F. 
would  have  attended  at  the  time  specified  to  justify  in  accordance 
with  the  promises  heretofore  mentioned,  but  tnat  he  has  not 
appeared  lor  that  purpose  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent. 
Tllat  this  deponent  has  no  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  the  absence 
of  the  said  E.  F. ,  and  is  at  present  unable  to  account  for  the  same. 

rV.  That  deponent  fully  expects  and  believes  that  he  will  be 
able  to  produce  the  said  £.  F.  for  such  justification  on  the 
day  of  ,  next,  before  the  Hon.  ,  at  his  office  in  the 

city  of  ,  {or  if  the  defendant  wishes  to  substitute  new  hail 

in  place  of  those  named^  omit  the  last  allegation  and  continue 
as  follows.) 

TV.  That  this  deponent,  as  attorney  for  the  defendant,  will 
propose,  and  desires  further  time  to  justify  as  bail  instead  of 
jB.  F.,  O.  K.,  ,  a  resident  of  ^  ,  in  said  county, 

who,  as  this  deponent  believes,  is  able  to  justify  as  good  and 
sufficient  bail  in  this  action. 

(Jurat.)  {Siffnature.) 
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Order  Extendmg  Time  to  Justify. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Upon  readiiLg  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  C.  F.  herein,  it  is 
Ordered  :  Tnat  the  defendant  have  days  farther  time  to 

justify  O.  K.  as  bail  for  the  said  defendant,  in  the  stead  of  E.  P. 

(Date.)  {Judge'^s  Signaiure.) 

ExamiTUxMon  of  Bail. 
{TUZe  of  cause.) 

On  this        day  of  >  18     >  before  the  undersigned 

,  a  justice  of  this  court  {or  county  judge  of  the 
county  of  ),  personally  appeared  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  the 

bail  of  the  defendant  x .  Z.  in  tms  action,  to  justify  pursuant  to 
notice ;  and  the  said  C.  D.,  being  duly  sworn,  says  {Jiere  state 
the  testirnony  of  O.  D.^  as  to  his  su^icieThcy^  etc.^  inserUngy  if 
desired,  the  questions  and  answers  tn  form.) 

And  the  said  E.  F.,  being  duly  sworn,  says  {etc.,  as  above). 

{Signature  of  Bail.) 

Taken  and  sworn  before  me  the  day  first  above  written. 
{Judge's  signature  and  offi^dal  title.) 

d.  New  hail.  Where,  after  notice  by  the  j)Iaintifir  of  exception 
to  the  bail,  the  sheriff  or  the  defendant  serve  a  notice  of  the  jus- 
tification of  new  bail,  the  exception  to  the  original  bail  will  be 
deemed  to  extend  to  the  bail  so  substituted,  and  they  will  be  re- 
quired to  justify.  A  new  undertaking  must  also  be  given  in  the 
form  prescribed  in  section  187.    Code,  §  193. 

Notice  of  Justijjlcoiion  of  other  Bail. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Take  notice.  That  O.  P.,  ,  and  R.  S.,  ,  both 

residents  of  the  city  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  who 

are  proposed  as  bail  in  the  place  of  C.  D.  and  E.  F.,  the 
bail  sQready  offered,  will  justify^  before  the  Hon.  ,  one 

of  the  justices  of  this  court  (or  county  judge  of  the  county  of 
),  at  his  office  in  the  city  of  ,  on  the       day 

of  next,  at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Tours,  etc.. 
{Signaiwre  of  Defendant '  s  Attorney  or  oj  Sheriff.) 
(Date.)  ^ 

{Address.) 

Section  8.  Qualifications  of  ball. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  prescribes  that  the  qualifications  of 
bail  shall  be  substantially  as  follows : 
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1.  Each  of  them  must  be  a  resident  and  householder,  or  free- 
holder, within  the  State. 

2.  Where  only  two  justify  as  bail,  each  must  be  worth  the 
amount  specified  in  the  order  of  arrest,  exclusive  of  proi)erty 
exempt  from  execution .  But  the  judge  may  allow  more  than  two 
bail  to  justify  severally  in  amounts  less  than  that  expressed  in 
the  order,  if  the  whole  justification  be  equivalent  to  that  of  two 
sufficient  bail.  Code,  §  194.  Under  the  old  practice,  the  qualifi- 
cations of  bail  were  essentially  different  from  those  now  existing 
under  the  Code,  and  many  of  the  old  rules  relating  thereto  will 
not  now  apply. 

6.  DisqualificoMon  of  bail.  But  the  common  law  disqualifi- 
cations of  bail  are  still  unchanged  by  the  Code.  Miles  v.  Clarke^ 
2  Bosw.  709 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  4  id,  632 ;  Wheeler  v.  WilcoXy  7 
Abb.  73. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  court  will  not  allow  bail  to  justify,  even 
when  unopposed,  where  in  a  previous  examination  the  court  has 
been  satined  that  such  bail  were  unfit.  Lapart^s  Bail^  3 
Dowl.  P.  C.  110.  Attorneys  were  disqualified  at  common  law, 
and  now  by  an  express  rule  of  the  courts  they  are  so  disquali- 
fied under  the  Code.  Rule  -8,  Supreme  Court.  As  a  general 
rule,  aU  officers  of  courts  are  disqualified  as  bail.  Payne  v. 
Fry^  1  Stra.  646  ;  Dutton  v.  Welsteady  2  Chitty,  77.  The.  same 
rule  applies  to  any  one  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  process 
of  the  courts.  Bailey  v.  Warden^  20  Johns.  129.  An  insolvent 
debtor  \^  also  disqualified  as  bail.  Curtis  v.  Smith,  1  Chitty, 
116.  So  also  are  persons  whose  character  is  so  infamous  as  to 
disqualify  them  as  witnesses.  Rex  v.  Edwards,  4  Term  R.  440. 
And  x>ersons  generally,  whose  statements  are  evasive,  uncertain 
or  unsatisfactory  on  the  examination,  will  be  rejected  as  bail. 
Neumanns  Bail,  2  Chitty,  95 ;  BmneVs  Bail,  1  id.  289 ;  Pro- 
haU's  Bail,  id.  288 ;  Loflt.  72,  194. 

c.  Allowance  of  bail.  If  on  the  examination  of  the  bail  the 
judge  is  satisfied  that  they  possess  the  requisite  qualifications, 
he  should  annex  the  examination  to  the  undertaking,  indorse 
his  allowance  thereon,  and  cause  it  to«be  filed  with  the  clerk. 
Code,  §  196.  The  sheriff's  discharge  from  liability  as  bail  is  then 
absolute.  And  should  the  sureties  afterward  become  insolvent 
the  justification  cannot  be  opened,  or  additional  sureties  ordered. 
Dudley  v.  Oood/rich,  16  How.  189 ;  S.  C,  7  Abb.  26 ;  Harifcrd 
(Quarry  Company  v.  Pendleton,  4  id.  460 ;  WiUett  v.  Springer, 
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16  How.  310 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  686.  But,  before  any  bond  or  un- 
dertaking can  be  received  or  filed,  it  should  be  duly  proved  or 
acknowledged  in  like  manner  as  deeds  of  real  estate.  Rule  9, 
Supreme  Court.  But,  if  the  undertaking  is  not  so  acknowl- 
edged, the  defect  can  be  supplied  by  subsequent  acknowledg- 
ment, and  the  court  will  generally  permit  this  to  be  done  on 
terms.  ConJclin  v.  DvtcTier^  5  How.  886 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S. 
49.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  statute  is  a  more  serious  defect,  and 
should  be  carefully  avoided,  and  that,  until  the  judge  has  in- 
dorsed his  allowance  on  the  undertaking  and  caused  it  to  be 
filed  with  the  clerk,  the  bail  is  not  perfected,  and  the  sheriff  is 
still  liable.  O^Neil  v.  DurJcee^  12  How.  94 ;  S.  C,  sub  nom. 
Ooerill  v.  Durkee^  2  Abb.  383. 

Allowance  of  Bail. 

This  day  apx)eared  before  me,  the  within-named  C.  D.  and  E. 
F.,  bail  for  the  defendant  Y.  Z.  in  this  action,  and  justified  as 
such,  and  I  find  said  bail  to  be  sufficient  and  allow  the  same. 

{Date. )  {Signature  of  Judge). 

Allowance  as  to  one  ;  Further  time  to  Justify  as  to  the  other. 

{Omit  one  name  from  th^  above^  and  add)  and,  upon  reading 
and  filing  the  annesed  affidavit  of  ,  it  is  further  ordered 

that  the  defendant  have  days  further  time  to  justify  E. 

F.,  his  other  bail  in  this  cause ;  the  defendant  hereby  consenting 
that  the  plaintiff  shaU  be  in  the  same  situation  by  the  course  or 
this  coun,  as  if  they  had  both  justified  this  day. 

{Bate),  {Signature  of  Judge). 

Allowance  and  Direction  that  Monet/  be  Hounded. 

{As  above  and  add).  And  it  is  farther  ordered^  that  the  sum 
of  dollars  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  the 

county  of  .,  by  the  defendant  on  his  arrest  in  this  cause, 

instead  of  bail,  and  since  brought  into  court  by  the  sheriff  pur- 
suant to  the  statute,  be  paid  out  of  court  to  the  defendant  or  his 
attorney  by  the  clerk. 

{Date.)  ^  {Signature  of  Judge.) 

Allowance  of  Added  Bail.. 
{Tiile  of  cause.) 

Upon  reading  and  filing  the  affidavit  of  {or  when  the 

bail  is  added  by  a  new  undertaking  and  notice  of  iustificcdion^ 
say,)  the  within  undertaking  of  C.  D.,  as  bail  and  the  annexed 
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notice  of  bail  and  justification  and  proof  of  service  thereof),  and 
the  saidC.  D., having  appeared  before  me  and  justified  as  such,  I 
find  such  bail  to  be  sufficient,  and  allow  the  same,  together  with 
E.  P.,  who  justified  himself  on  the  day  of  last. 

{Date,)  f  {Signature  of  Judge.) 

d.  Jail  liberties.  If  the  defendant  fail  to  procure  bail,  or  if 
the  bail  fail  to  justify,  or  if  they  justify  and  afterward  surrender 
their  principal,  the  defendant  will  be  in  the  custody  of  the 
sheriflf,  and  may  be  at  once  committed  to  the  county  jail.  But, 
on  executing  the  proper  bond  to  the  sheriff,  as  required  by  the 
Revised  Statutes,  he  will  be  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  jail  which  have  been  established  in  such  county 
according  to  law. 

Such  bond  must  be  executed  by  the  prisoner,  and  one  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  being  inhabitants  and  householders  of  the 
county,  in  a  penalty  not  less  than  double  the  amount  of  the  sum 
in  which  the  sheriff  was  required  to  hold  the  defendant  to  bail. 

Such  bond  must  be  conditioned,  that  the  person  so  in  custody 
of  such  sheriff  shall  remain  a  true  and  faithful  prisoner,  and 
shall  not  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner,  escape  or  go  without 
the  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  liberties  established  for  the  jail 
of  such  county,  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  ^ 

This  bond  will  be  valid,  and  may  be  held  by  the  sheriff  for  his 
indemnity  and  that  of  the  party  at  whose  suit  the  prisoner  was 
arrested. 

If  the  sheriff  discover  at  any  time  that  any  surety  to  such  bond 
is  insufficient,  he  may  commit  the  prisoner  to  close  confinement 
until  other  good  and  sufficient  sureties  shall  be  offered.  2  R.  S. 
434  (453),  §§  41,  44. 

The  statutes  also  provide  for  the  surrender  of  their  principal 

by  the  sureties,  and  for  the  arrest  of  such  principal  when  going 

at  large  beyond  the  jail  liberties,  without  the  consent  of  the 

j)laintiff  in  the  suit  in  which  the  prisoner  was  arrested.   Id., 

§§  46,  46. 

The  sheriff  alone  is  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  bond  taken 
by  him  for  his  indemnity,  and  the  courts  cannot  require  him  to 
accept  the  bond  of  any  sureties  which  he  shall  deem  insufficient. 
Sartos  V.  Merceques^  9  How.  188.  But,  if  the  conditions  of  the 
bond  do  not  conform  substantially  to  the  terms  of  the  statute,  it 
wiU  be  void.    SuUitan  v.  Alexander^  19  Johns.  233. 

87  _ 


690  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 


Bond  for  jail  liberties  —  Requirement  of  bail  to  jail  keeper. 


Bond  for  Jail  Liberties. 

Enow  all  Tnen  by  these preservts  that  we,  Y.  Z.,  M.  N.,  of        , 
and  O.  K.  of  ,  county  of  ,  State  of  New  York,  are 

held  and  firmly  bound  unto        ,  sheriff  erf  the  county  of  , 

in  the  sum  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  ,  his 

executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  which  payment  well 
and  truly  to  be  made  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed 
with  our  seals,  and  dated  the       day  of  ,  18    . 

Whereas^  The  above  bounden  Y.  Z.  is  now  in  custody  of  the 
above-named  sheriff,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  arrest  granted  by 
the  Hon.  ,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  the 

complaint  of  A.  B.,  on  the        day  of  last,  which  order 

directs  the  defendant  to  be  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of         dollars. 

iVbto,  therefore^  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if 
the  above-bounden  Y.  Z.  shall  remain  a  true  and  faithful  pris- 
oner in  custody  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  at  any  time,  nor 
under  any  circumstances,  go  without  the  limits  of  the  jail  liberties 
as  established  for  the  jau  of  said  county  of  ,  until  dis- 

charged by  due  course  of  law,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ; 
otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

(Signatures  and  Seals.) 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
A.  B.  {Add  Justification  and  Acknowledgment) 

Requirement  of  Bail  to  Jail  Keeper. 

To  J  keeper  of  the  jail  in  and  for  the  county  of 

We,  M.  N.  and  O.  K.,  sureties  in  a  certain  bond  executed  by 
us,  together  with  Y.  Z  .  to  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  ; 

bearing  date  on  the  day  of  ,  18    ,  for  the  purpose  of 

obtaimng  for  said  Y.  Z.,  then  in  custody  of  said  sheriff,  the  jail 
liberties  of  said  county,  hereby  require  you  to  take  said  Y.  Z. 
into  your  custody  and  to  indorse  upon  the  said  bond  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  surrender  of  the  said  Y.  Z.  And  we  also  require 
you  to  give  us  a  certificate  acknowledging  such  surrender. 

{Date.)  {Sign/Uures.) 

Certificate  of  Surrender. 

I,  ,  keeper  of  the  jail  in  and  for  the  county  of  ,• 

hereby  certify  that  M.  N.  and  O.  K.  of  said  county,  sureties  in  a 
certain  bail  bond  executed  by  them  with  Y.  Z.  on  the  day 

of  last,  to  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of        ,  for  the  pur- 

Eose  of  obtaining  for  said  Y.  Z.  the  jail  liberties  of  said  county, 
ave  this  day  surrendered  said  Y.  ZS.  into  my  custody,  in  exon- 
eration of  themselves*  as  sureties  in  said  bond.  And  I  farther 
certify  that  an  acknowledgment  of  such  surrender  has  been  by 
me  duly  indorsed  on  said  bond  according  to  the  statute. 

{Bate.)  .     {Signature.) 
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Seetion  9.  Deposit  in  lieu  of  bail. 

a.  How  made.  The  defendant  may  at  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
instead  of  giving  bail,  deposit  with  the  sheriff  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  the  order,  and  be  thereupon  discharged  out  of  custody. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  give  him  a  receipt  for  the  money 
so  received.    Code,  §  197. 

Certificate  of  Deposit  in  lAeu  of  Bail. 

{TUZe  of  cause.) 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  received  from  Y.  Z.,  the  above- 
named  defendant,  the  sum  of  dollars,  as  a  deposit  in 
lieu  of  ball,  being  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  order  oi  arrest 
in  this  action. 

{Date.)  {Signature  of  Sheriff.) 

b.  Payment  of  deposit  into  court  by  sheriff.  ""Within  four 
days  after  the  deposit,  the  sheriff  must  pay  the  same  into  court, 
taking  from  the  officer  receiving  the  same  two  certificates  of  such 
payment  One  of  these  certificates  must  be  delivered  to  the' 
plaintiff  and  the  other  to  the  defendant.  Should  the  sheriff 
make  any  default  in  this  payment,  the  party  aggrieved  has  a 
remedy  in  an  action  on  the  official  bond  of  the  sheriff  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  money  so  deposited.  Code,  §  198.  But  the  money, 
if  deposited  by  the  defendant  in  lieu  of  giving  bail,  will  be  at  the 
risk  of  the  depositor,  and  if  it  be  stolen  or  lost  without  any  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  must  bear  the  loss. 
Parsons  v.  T^avis^  5  Duer,  660. 

Certificate  by  Clerk. 

{TvUe  of  cause.) 

I  hereby  certify  that  ,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  , 

has  this  day  paid  into  court  the  sum  of  aoUars,  being 

the  amount  mentioned  in  the  order  of  arrest  in  this  action. 

{Date. )  {Signature  of  ClerJc. ) 

c.  Substituting  bail  for  deposit.  Where  money  has  been  de- 
posited in  this  manner,  in  lieu  of  bail,  the  defendant  may  substi- 
tute bail  for  it,  and  cause  it  to  be  refunded.  The  defendant 
should  give  bail  to  the  sheriff,  just  as  he  would,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, if  no  deposit  had  been  made.  The  plaintiff  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  except  to  the  sureties,  and  he  has  ten  days  in 
which  to  do  so  after  receiving  from  the  sheriff  a  copy  of  the  un- 
dertaking.   K  no  notice  of  exception  is  given,  the  sheriff  or  de- 
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fendant  should  serve  a  notice  of  justification  as  prescribed  in 
section  193.  At  the  time  specified  in  such  notice  the  bail  should 
attend  before  the  judge  and  justify,  and  thereupon  the  judge 
will  direct  in  the  order  of  allowance  that  the  money  deposited 
.  be  refunded  to  the  defendant  by -the  sheriff.  And  the  money 
must  be  refunded  accordingly.  Code,  §  199.  This  is  a  substan- 
tial righi  given  to  the  defendant  by  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Code,  and  does  not  depend  upon  the  favor  of  the  court.  It  may 
be  exercised  at  any  time  before  judgment.  But  no  application 
for  the  refunding  of  the  money  can  be  made  until  bail  has 
actually  justified,  and  upon  notice  of  not  less  than  fivejior  more 
than  ten  days,  nermann  v.  Aaronson^  3  Abb.  N.  S.  389 ;  S.  C, 
34  How.  272 ;  S.  C.  aflirmed,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  165. 

d.  AppUcaiion  of  deposit  if  not  reclaiToed.  K  the  money 
deposited  has  not  previously  been  reclaimed  by  the  defendant  as 
provided  in  the  preceding  section,  it  must  be  applied  in  the  satis- 
faction of  any  judgment  that  may  be  rendered  in  the  action  against 
the  defendant,  or  in  satisfaction  of  any  order  directing  the  payment 
of  money  to  the  plaintiff.  Code,  §  200 ;  Hermann  v.  Aaronson^ 
8  Abb.  N.  S.  155 ;  affirming  S.  C,  3  id.  389  ;  34  How.  272.  The 
'  clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  must  first  satisfy  such  de- 
mands of  the  plaintiff  and  refund  the  surplus,  if  there  be  any,  to  the 
defendant.  But,  if  the  judgment  be  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the 
clerk  must  refund  to  him  the  whole  sum  deposited  and  remaining 
unapplied.  Code,  §  200.  The  court*  cannot  order  it  to  be  refun- 
ded, to  a  third  person  after  judgment,  ev^i  though  he  in  fact 
deposited  it.  After  judgment  it  must  be  treated  as  belonging  to 
the  defendant.    Hermxinn  v.  Aaronson^  8  Abb.  N.  S.  155. 

But  this  rule  applies  only  to  money  deposited  in  lieu  of  bail. 
And  where  a  sum  of  money  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
sheriff  who  has  become  bail  for  a  defendant  on  an  order  of  arrest, 
to  secure  the  sheriff  until  such  bail  shall  justify,  it  is  not  a 
deposit  in  lieu  of  bail ;  and,  on  the  entry  of  judgment  before  such 
justification,  the  plaintiff  does  not  become  entitied  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  so  deposited  on  the  judgment,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  section  200  oif  the  Code.  Commercial  Warehouse  Co. 
of  New  York  v.  Ordber,  2  Sweeny,  638. 

Section  10«  Sheriff's  liability  as  bail. 

a.  Where  hail  do  not  Justify.  The  sheriff's  liability  as  bail 
commences  immediately  upon  the  arrest  of  a  defendant,  and  con- 
tinues until  he  has  discharged  himself  from  such  liability  by  the 
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giving  and  justification  of  bail  as  provided  in  sections  193,  196  ; 
or  until  a  deposit  has  been  made  in  lieu  of  bail  as  provided  in 
section  199.  The  privilege  of  giving  and  perfecting  bail  may  be 
claimed  by  him  at  any  time  before  process  against  the  person  of 
the  defendant,  to  enforce  an  order  or  judgment  in  the  action. 
Code,  §  201.  When  bail  is  given  the  sheriff's  liability  ceases 
only  when  the  undertaking  bearing  the  judges  approval  has  been 
filed  with  the  clerk.  O'Niel  v.  DurJcee,  12  How.  94 ;  S.  C,  sub 
nom.  OveriU  v.  Durkee^  2  Abb.  383.  Where  the  bail  given  for  a 
defendant  are  excepted  to  and  fail  to  justify,  and  no  new  bail 
are  given,  nor  a  deposit  made,  the  sheriff  himself  becomes  liable 
as  baiL  BucJcTnan  v.  CarnUy^  9  How.  180 ;  Decker  v.  Anderson^ 
39  Barb.  346 ;  Sartos  v.  Merceques,  9  How.  188 ;  Seaver  v.  Oen- 
ner^  10  Abb.  256.  The  sheriff  has  therefore  all  the  rights  of  bail, . 
and  the  same  rights  as  though  he  were  the  bail  and  had  justified. 
In  the  exercise  of  these  rights  he  may  re-arrest  his  principal 
without  process,  and  surrender  him  in  his  own  exoneration, 
under  section  191,  within  twenty  days  after  action  brought 
against  him.   lb. 

Where  the  sheriff  becomes  liable  as  bail,  it  must  be  the  kind 
and  character  of  bail  adapted  to  the  action.  The  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  the  same  security  from  the  sheriff  that  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  on  a  written  undertaking  given  by  other  persons ; 
and,  if  the  arrest  was  in  an  action  under  subdivision  3  of  sec- 
tion 179,  the  liability  of  the  sheriff  will  be  that  specified  in  sec- 
tion 211.  McKenzie  v.  Smith,  27  How.  20.  But,  to  fix  this 
liability,  the  judgment  must  be  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  277,  viz.,  for  the  possession  or  the  recovery 
of  the  possession,  or  for  the  value  of  the  property  in  case  a 
recovery  cannot  be  had,  and  of  damages  for  its  detention.  The 
plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  waive  the  claim  to  the  possession  and  to 
have  an  absolute  judgment,  in  damages  to  the  value  of  the 
property,  and,  the  sheriff  as  bail  would  not  be  liable  on  such 
judgment.  OaUarati  v.  Orser,  27  N.  Y.  (13  Smith)  324  ;  Bensel 
V.  Lynch,  2  Rob.  448 ;  S.  C.  affirmed,  44  N.  T.  (5  Hand)  162. 

As  a  general  rule,  where  the  sheriff  is  liable  as  bail,  that  lia- 
bility is  fixed  by  the  original  judgment,  and  the  insolvency  of 
such  defendant  will  not  constitute  any  defense  to  the  action.  Ben- 
sel V.  Lynxih,  2  Rob.  448 ;  S.  C.  affiftned,  44  N.  Y.  (5  Hand)  163 ; 
Metcalf  V.  StryJcer,  31  Barb.  62;  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  265.  And 
should  the  sheriff  elect  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  judgment 
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while  an  appeal  is  pending,  he  will  not  thereby  be  discharged 
from  liability.  The  amount  of  such  liability  will  be  increased, 
to  the  extent  of  the  interest  on  the  original  judgment,  and  the 
costs  of  appeal.  Appleby  v.  Robinson^  44  Barb.  316.  But  the 
entire  liability  cannot  exceed  the  sum  specified  in  the  undertak- 
ing of  bail.  lb. 

h.  Liability  an  an  escape.  The  Code  in  section  201  provides, 
that  if  a  defendant  escape  after  being  arrested  on  an  order  of 
arrest,  the  sheriff  shall  be  liable  as  bail.  The  common  law  gave 
an  action  against  the  sheriff  for  an  escape,  which  action  is  recog- 
nized by  the  Code  in  section  94.  These  two  remedies  are  distinct^ 
and  differ  both  in  the  mode  of  procedure  and  in  the  measure  of 
damages  under  each.  The  plaintiff  has  an  election  which  of  these 
remedies  he  will  adopt,  and  may  manifest  his  election  in  his 
pleadings.  If  the  plaintiff  proceed  against  the  sheriff  on  his 
liability  as  bail^  under  section  201,  the  amount  of  damages 
recoverable  will  be  measured  by  the  judgment  in  the  original 
action.  No  defense  setting  up  the  insolvency  of  his  principal 
can  avail  the  sheriff  in  an  action  against  him  as  bail.  MetoaJf  v. 
StryTcer,  31  N.  Y.  (4  Tiff.)  266 ;  Ceasel  v.  Ijynch,  44  id.  (5 
Hand)  162 ;  Smith  v.  Knapp,  30  id.  (3  Tiff.)  681 ;  Leoy  v. 
NichoUbS^  19  Abb.  282 ;  S.  C,  1  Rob.  614.  But  in  a  common-law 
action  for  an  escape,  the  measure  of  damages  would  be  the  loss 
actually  sustained  by  the  plaintiff,  by  reason  of  such  escape,  and 
the  solvency  of  the  defendant  might  be  shown  as  a  bar  to  the 
action,  or  in  mitigation  of  damages.  lb. 

c.  Liability  on  a  rescue.  The  sheriff  is  responsible  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the  safe  keeping  of  a  defendant  in  custody  under  an 
order  of  arrest,  and  he  is  liable  as  bail,  as  well  where  the  defend- 
ant has  been  rescued  as  where  he  has  escaped  through  the  n^U- 
gence  of  the  sheriff.  Code,  §  201.  In  the  absence  of  any  re- 
ported decisions  on  this  point,  it  may  be  a  question  how  far  the 
courts  would  enforce  this  liability  where  the  rescue  could  not 
reasonably  have  been  anticipated.  See  Homden  v.  Standishj 
6  Mann.,  Grang.  &  Sc.  621. 

d.  Recapture.  As  has  been  elsewhere  stated,  the  sheriff  is  au- 
thorized to  recapture  the  defendant,  after  a  negligent  escape,  or 
a  rescue,  at  any  time,  or  in  anv  place.  Rigefwa^fs  Oase^  3  Coke, 
62 ;  Anonymous^  6  Mod.  29l ;  Jones  v.  Pope^  1  Saund.  35 ; 
NicTiols  V.  IngersoU^  7  Johns.  146 ;  LocJcwood  v.  Mercereav^  6 
Abb.  206.     So  the  sheriff  may  recapture  the  defendant  after  a 
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voluntary  escape  from  custody,  on  an  order  of  arrest,  at  any 
time  before  the  return  day  of  the  order.  GlarJc  v.  Cleveland^ 
6  Hillj  349  ;  Arnold  v.  Ste&nes^  10  Wend.  614.  On  the  recapture 
of  a  defendant  the  sheriff  may,  within  the  prescribed  time,  sur- 
render him  in  his  own  exoneration.  Buckman  v.  Carnley^  9  How. 
180 ;  Seaver  v.  Genner,  10  Abb.  266.  And  where  a  defendant 
escapes  from  the  jail  limits,  it  will  be  a  good  defense  in  an  action 
against  the  sheriff  for  such  escape,  to  show  that  the  prisoner 
was  recaptured  before  the  commencement  of  the  action.  2  B.  S. 
436  (463)  §  48. 
Section  11.  Proceedings  on  judgment  against  sheriff. 

a.  In  general.  If  a  judgment  be  recovered  against  the  sheriff, 
upon  his  liability  as  baU,  and  an  execution  thereon  be  returned 
unsatisfied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  same  proceedings  may  be  had 
on  the  official  bond  of  the  sheriff,  to  collect  the  deficiency,  as  in 
other  oases  of  delinquency.  Code,  §  202,  People  ex  rel.  Metcalf 
V.  Dilceman,  4  Keyes,  93*    See  Actions  by  and  against  Sheriffs. 

b.  Bail  liable  to  sheriff.  It  is  provided  by  section  203  of  the 
Code,  that  the  bail  taken  upon  arrest,  shall,  unless  they  justify, 
or  other  bail  be  given  or  justified,  be  liable  to  the  sheriff,  by 
action,  for  the  damages  which  he  may  sustain  by  reason  of  such 
omission.  This  section  of  the  Code  gives  the  sheriff  no  right  of 
action  against  the  bail  until  he  has  sustained  damage  from  ^he 
liability  as  ball  which  the  law  imposes  upon  him.  Under  the 
old  system,  the  bail  were  liable  to  the  sheriff  if  they  failed  to 
put  in  bail  in  the  action.  It  was  a  contract  liability.  Under  the 
present  system,  the  liability  is  for  the  damages  which  the 
sheriff  has  sustained  by  reason  of  the  omission  or  neglect  of  the 
bail  to  justify.  Clapp  v.  SchvU,  29  How.  266 ;  S.  C,  44  Barb. 
9 ;  19  Abb.  121 ;  44  N.  Y.  (6  Hand)  104.  But  where  the  liabiUty 
of  the  bail  was  unlawfully  created,  as  on  a  bond  taken  by  the 
sheriff  from  the  defendant  and  a  surety,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing a  release  from  an  illegal  arrest,  the  obligation  may  be  avoided 
by  the  surety  in  a  several  action  against  him  on  the  ground  of 
duress.  Thompson  v.  Lockwood^  16  Johns.  266.  See  Webber'*  s 
Execviors  v.  Blunt^  19  Wend.  188.    See  Actions  by  Sheriffs. 

Section  12.  Tacating  order  or  reducing  bail. 

a.  At  what  time.    By  section  204  of  the  Code  it  is  provided 
that  a  defendant  may  apply,  on  motion,  to  vacate  an  order  of 
arrest,  or  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail,  at  any  tiToe  before  judg- 
ment.   This  section  of  the  Code  must  be  construed  in  connection 
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with  section  183,  which  provides  that  an  order  of  arrest  shall  be 
of  no  avail,  and  shall  be  vacated,  or  set  aside  on  motion,  unless 
the  same  is  served  upon  the  defendant  as  provided  by  law, 
before  the  docketing  of  any  judgment  in  the  action,  and  the 
defendant  shaU  have  tmerdy  days  after  the  service  of  the  order 
of  arrest  in  which  to  answer  the  complaint  in  the  action,  and  to 
move  to  vacaie  the  order  of  arrest,  or  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  bail. 

Construed  together,  the  effect  of  the  two  sections  is  to  give  the 
defendant  until  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  which  to  move  to 
vacate  the  order  of  arrest,  where  such  orders  were  served  more 
than  twenty  days  prior  to  the  rendition  of  such  judgment.  But 
where  the  arrest  was  made  within  the  twenty  days  immediately 
preceeding  judgment,  the  defendant  is  allowed  to  move  to  vacate 
the  order  although  after  judgment  rendered,  provided  such 
motion  is  made  within  twenty  days  from  the  service  of  the  order 
of  arrest.    Pelo  v.  Clukey^  86  How.  179. 

Prior  to  the  amendment  of  section  183  of  the  Code,  in  1862,  an 
arrest  might  be  made  in  the  same  hour  in  which  judgment  was 
rendered,  thus  virtually  rendering  it  impossible  for  the  defendant 
to  move  to  vacate  the  order,  or  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  statute.  Barker  v.  Wheeler^  23 
How.  193 ;  S.  C,  14  Abb.  170.  The  amendment  gave  the  de- 
fendant, in  aU  cases,  twenty  days  in  which  to  move  to  vacate  the 
order,  or  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail.  Pelo  v.  Clukey^  36  How. 
179.  The  amendment  of  section  204,  in  1858,  substituted  the 
word  "judgment"  for  "justification  of  bail,"  thus  rendering  of 
no  present  force  or  value  numerous  reported  decisions  rendered 
prior  to  such  amendment.  And  by  the  term  "judgment,"  as 
used  in  section  204,  must  be  understood  the  final  determination 
of  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  action,  beyond  which  the  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  tiie  parties,  or  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  action.  Mott  v.  Union  Bank  of  City  of  New 
TorJc,  38  N.  Y.  (11  Tiff.)  18  ;  S.  C,  35  How.  332 ;  4  Abb.  N.  S. 
270  ;  4  Trans.  App.  291.  * 

6.  General  prdctice  on  Tnotion.  The  motion  to  vacate  an  order 
of  arrest,  or  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail,  may  be  made  exparte^ 
and  at  chambers,  if  before  the  judge  who  granted  the  order. 
But,  if  made  before  another  judge,  the  application  must  be  to 
the  court,  and  on  eight  days'  notice  to  the  plaintiff.  Rogers 
V.  McElhone^  20  How.  441 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  292 ;  Cayuga  Bank  v. 
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Warfield^  13  How.  439 ;  Ihmaher  v.  Meyer ^  1  Code  R.  87 ;  Code, 
§§  324, 401,  402.  In  all  the  districts,  a  motion  to  vacate  or  modify 
a  provisional  remedy  has  preference  over  all  other  motions. 
Code,  §  401,  subd.  6.  When  the  motion  is  upon  notice,  it 
mast  be  made  within  the  district  in  which  the  action  is  triable, 
or  in  the  county  adjoining  that  in  which  it  is  triable,  except  that 
where  the  action  is  triable  in  the  first  judicial  district  the  motion 
must  be  made  therein,  and  no  motion  upon  notice  can  be  made 
in  the  first  judicial  district  in  an  action  triable  elsewhere.  Code, 
§401. 

c.  Motion  on  plairdiff^s  papers.  The  papers  upon  which  a 
motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  should  be  based  depends 
mainly  upon  the  cause  of  action  in  which  the  order  was  granted. 
Where  the  right  to  arrest  is  founded  upon  the  nature  of  the 
action,  the  defendant  will  not  be  required  to  introduce  affidavits 
to  show  that  there  is  no  cause  of  action,  and  to  move  to  set 
aside  the  order  before  judgment ;  but  he.may,  on  the  trial,  con- 
test the  facts  relied  on  as  a  ground  of  arrest,  and  if  they  are  not 
proved  at  the  trial,  no  execution  can  be  issued  against  the  per- 
son. Elwood  V.  Oardm^^  10  Abb.  N.  S.  238 ;  46  N.  Y.  (6  Hand) 
349;  5  Albany  Law  Journal,  307.  But  when  the  arrest  is 
founded  upon  extrinsic  facts,  wholly  independent  of  the  cause 
of  action,  the  defendant  may  contest  the  truth  of  the  fkcts  upon 
which  the  arrest  was  ordered,  and  if  he  satisfies  the  court  by  his 
own  affidavit  or  otherwise^  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the 
arrest,  he  is  entitled  to  his  discharge.  Geller  v.  Seixas^  4  Abb. 
103 ;  Royal  Ins.  Co.  v.  Nohle^  5  Abb.  N.  S.  64 ;  Corwin  v.  I^Vee- 
land,  6  N.  T.  (2  Seld.)  666  ;  Merritt  v.Beckscher,  60  Barb.  461 ; 
Swift  V.  Wylies  6  Rob.  680 ;  Cheney  v.  OarbtUt,  6  How.  467  ;  S. 
C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  166 ;  Brodsky  v.  Ihms,  16  Abb.  251 ;  S.  C, 
26  How.  471 ;  Baker  v.  SuDOckhamer,  6  id.  261  ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R. 
248 ;  Nelsony.  Blanehfield,  64  Barb.  630.  The  defendant  may 
move  to  vacate  the  order  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  affidavits 
on  which  the  order  was  granted  were  defective  or  insufficient.  In 
such  case  the  only  issue  presented  will  be  whether  the  affidavit 
authorized  the  granting  of  the  order.  Martin  v.  Yanderlip,  3 
How.  266  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  41.  But  where  the  defendant  bases 
his  application  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  plaintiff's  affidavit, 
the  af&davit  being  uncontradicted,  must  be  taken  as  true,  but 
must  be  construed  strictly  against  the  plaintiff.  Hathom  v. 
HaU,  4  Abb.  227  ;  Lo^en  v.  Martin,  21  How.  238 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb. 
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178 ;  Wolfe  v.  BrouweTy  5  Rob.  601 ;  Union  Bank  v.  Motij  9 
Abb.  106 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  363. 

Where  a  copy  of  the  complaint  has  been  served,  which  sets  forth 
a  cause  of  action  on  which  no  arrest  conld  be  had,  joined  with  a 
canse  of  action  on  which  an  order  of  arrest  might  properly  issue, 
the  defendant  may  move  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest  on  the  com- 
plaint alone.  McGovern  v.  Payn^  32  Barb.  83 ;  Smith  v, 
Knappy  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  681 ;  MiUer  v.  Scherder,  2  id.  (2 
Comst.)  262 ;  My  v.  SteigleTy  9  Abb.  N.  S.  36 ;  Lawbert  v.  Srum^ 
9  Abb.  91 ;  S.  C,  17  How.  517 ;  2  Hilt.  601 ;  Br  (/am  v.  AsJiboughj 
40  How.  226.  But  the  mere  fEbct  that  the  demand  for  judgment 
contams  a  prayer  for  relief  inconsistent  with  the  feu^ts  stated  in 
the  body  of  the  complaint,  will  not,  of  itself,  authorize  an  appli- 
cation for  an  order  vacating  an  arrest.  It  is  the  facts  stated  that 
determioe  the  character  of  the  action,  and  not  the  demand  for 
relief.    Redfjidd  v.  Frear,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  449. 

Notice  of  Motion  to  Vacate  an  Order  qf  Arrest. 

{Title  (f  catcse.) 

Sib  :  Please  take  notice  that  on  an  affidavit,  of  which  the 
within  is  a  copy  (or,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed),  and  on  all  the 
papers  filed  and  served  in  this  action,  the  undersigned  will  move 
the  court  at  a  special  term  to  be  held  at  ,  on  the        day 

of  ,  187    ,  at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  or  as  soon 

thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard  (or,  will  move  before  the  Hon. 
,  a  justice  of  this  court,  at  his  office,  in  Ihe  cit^  of 
,  on  the       day  of  ,  187    ,  at  o'cIock  in 

the  noon),  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest  in  this  action,  upon 
the  ground  {sta^  the  ground  of  the  inotion\  and  for  such  otner 
or  further  order  as  may  be  just,  and  for  the  costs  of  this  motion. 

(Bate.)  {SigneUure.) 

(Address.) 

d.  Affidavits  on  motion.  If  the  motion  be  made  upon  affida- 
vits on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  may  oppose  the 
same  by  affida,vits  or  other  proofs,  in  addition  to  those  on  which 
the  order  of  arrest  was  made.  Code,  §  206.  But,  unless  the  de- 
fendant bases  his  motion  on  affidavits,  the  plaintiff  cannot  intro- 
duce additional  affidavits  to  sustain  the  arrest.  Code,  §  206 ; 
Martin  v.  Vanderlip^  3  How.  266 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  41.  But 
where  affidavits  are  introduced  by  the  defendant,  on  a  motion  to 
vacate  an  order  of  arrest,  the  plaintiff  may  not  only  introduce 
other  affidavits  sustaining  the  allegations  on  which  the  order  was 
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granted,  but  may  prove  contemporaneous  frauds  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant.  Scott  v.  Williams,  23  How.  393 ;  S.  C,  14  Abb. 
70.  See  Totes  v.  N(yrth,  44  N.  Y.  (5  Hand)  271.  But  the  evi- 
dence so  introduced  must  amount  to  legal  evidence,  and  not 
mere  hearsay.    Stewart  v.  Potter,  37  How.  68. 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule  of  practice,  that  where  the 
evidence  presented  on  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  is 
unsatisfactory  and  conflicting,  the  test  by  which  the  motion  will 
be  determined  will  be  whether,  upon  the  whole  case  as  made  by 
the  a£Bidavits  on  both  sides,  the  court,  if  called  upon  to  act  upon 
the  application  as  an  original  motion,  would  grant  the  order  of 
arrest.  If  it  would,  then  the  motion  to  vacate  will  be  denied. 
But,  if  upon  the  whole  testimony  it  appears  that  an  order  of  arrest 
could  not  properly  issue,  the  motion  to  vacate  will  be  granted. 
Chapin  V.  Seeley,  13  How.  490 ;  Union  Bank  v.  Mott,  6  Abb. 
315  ;  Barrm  v.  Savford,  14  How.  443 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  320,  note ; 
AUen  V.  McOrasson,  82  Barb.  662.  But,  where  the  affidavits 
are  directly  contradictory,  and  equally  credible,  the  courts  will 
give  the  defendant  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  vacate  the  order 
of  arrest.  Hernandez  v.  Carnoheli,  10  How.  433,  449 ;  S.  C,  4 
Duer,  642 ;  AUen  v.  McCrasson,  32  Barb.  662 ;  Bepublic  of 
Mexico  V.  Arrangois,  11  How.  1 ;  S.  C,  6  Duer,  634 ;  Barron  v. 
Sanford,  14  How.  443 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  320,  note.    But  mepost,  /. 

e,  Benewing  motion  to  vacate.  Where  the  motion  to  vacate  an 
order  of  arrest  has  been  denied,  it  cannot  be  renewed  without 
first  obtaining  leave  of  the  court.  Lovell  v.  Martin,  21  How.  238  ; 
S.  C,  12  Abb.  178.  See  Smith  v.  Coe,  1  Sweeny,  385 ;  HaU 
V.  Emmons,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  370.  This  leave  to  renew  a 
motion  ought  not  to  be  granted  unless  a  new  state  of  facts  can 
be  presented  on  a  subsequent  motion.  Smith  v.  Spalding,  30 
How.  339  ;  S.  C,  3  Rob.  616  ;  Union  Bank  v.  Mott,  6  Abb.  315. 
See  White  v.  Munroe,  33  Barb.  650 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  357.  It 
is  expressly  provided,  by  rule  31  of  the  supreme  court,  that 
if  any  application  for  an  order  be  made  to  any  judge  or  justice, 
and  such  order  be  refused  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  be  granted 
conditionally,  or  on  terms,  no  subsequent  application  upon  the 
same  state  of  facts  shall  be  made  to  any  other  judge  or  justice ; 
and  if,  ui>on  a  subsequent  application,  any  order  be  made,  it 
shall  be  revoked. 

But,  although  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  has  been 
denied,  the  motion  maybe  renewed  on  a  new  state  of  facts,  such 


700  ARREST  AND  BAIL. 

Merits  not  tried  on  motion  —  Motion  when  granted. 

as  would  be  ground  for  giving  leave  to  renew.  BttUs  v.  Burnett^ 
6  Abb.  N.  S.  302  ;  Adams  v,  Bush^  2  id.  112  ;  Ball  v.  Emmons^ 
2  Sweeny,  396 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  N.  S.  451 ;  39  How.  187.  See 
BelTTiont  V.  Erie  Railway  Oo.^  52  Barb.  637 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  N.  S- 
442. 

/.  Merits  rvot  tried  on  motion.  Before  determining  how  far  the 
merits  of  an  action  may  be  tried  on  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order 
of  arrest,  a  distinction  must  be  made  between  the  cases  where 
the  right  of  action  and  the  right  to  arrest,  are  identical,  and  the 
other  class  of  actions  where  a  right  to  arrest  is  independent  of 
the  right  of  action.  In  all  cases  an  order  of  arrest  must  be  based 
upon  an  affidavit.  But  where  the  right  to  arrest  and  the  right  of 
action  are  independent,  the  question  whether  the  right  to  arrest 
exists,  can  only  be  determined  from  the  affidavits,  and  does  not 
form  an  issue  at  the  trial.  In  this  case,  the  court  must  from 
necessity  decide  the  question.  But  where  the  facts  constituting 
the  cause  of  action,  and  those  authorizing  the  arrest  are  identical, 
a  jury,  upon  a  trial  of  the  issues,  will  pass  upon  them,  and  the 
courts  will  not  try  the  cause  in  advance  by  passing  upon  a  question 
involving  the  merits  of  the  action  upon  a  motion  to  vacate  an 
order  of  arrest,  unless  there  is  a  decided  preponderance  of  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  defendant.  Frost  v.  WGarger^  14  How.  131 ; 
Merritt  v.  Heckscher,  50  Barb.  461 ;  Ely  v.  Mvmford^  47  id. 
629 ;  Barretv.  Oracie,  34  id.  20 ;  Stuy^esant\.  Bowran,  34  How. 
51;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  270;  Solomon  v.  Waas,  2  Hilt.  179; 
Levins  v.  NohU^  15  Abb.  475 ;  Royal  Insurance  Co.  v.  Nohle^  5 
Abb.  N.  S.  54 ;  Nelson  v.  Blatchfield,  54  Barb.  630.  In  the  lat- 
ter class  of  cases  the  evidence  in  favor  of  the  defendant  necessary 
to  cause  the  courts  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  must  be  such  as 
would  oblige  the  judge  at  the  trial  either  to  non-suit  the  plaintiff, 
or  to  direct  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  Stuyvesant  v.  Bowran^  34 
How.  51 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  270 ;  Levins  v.  Nohle,  15  Abb.  476 ; 
Royal  Insurance  Oo.  v.  Noble^  5  Abb.  N.  S.  64 ;  Barret  v.  Orame^ 
34  Barb.  20. 

"The  Code  permits  such  a  trial  of  the  cause,  on  a  motion  to 
vacate  an  order  of  arrest,  as  will  enable  the  court  to.  de- 
termine whether  such  evidence  exists.  Corwin  v.  Ereeland,  6 
N.  Y.  (2  Seld.)  565.    See  Smith  v.  Knapp,  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  581. 

g.  When  the  motion  will  be  granted.  An  order  of  arrest 
granted  upon  affidavits  setting  forth,  as  grounds  for  the  arrest, 
facts  independent  of  those  giving  the  right  of  action,  will  be 
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vacated,  where,  on  the  argument  of  the  motion,  the  plaintiff  fails 
to  make  a  case  su£Bicient  to  entitle  him  to  an  order,  notwithstand- 
ing the  affidavits  of  the  defendant.  In  such  cases  the  burden  of 
proof  rests  upon  the  plaintiff.  Chapin  v.  Seeley^  13  How.  490 ; 
Barron  v.  Sanford^  14  id.  443 ;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  320,  note ;  Allen  v. 
McOrassoTiy  32  Barb.  662 ;  Frost  v.  JT  Oarger,  14  How.  131 ; 
Mulry  V.  Collett,  3  Rob.  716 ;  MecJcUn  v.'  Berry,  23  How.  380. 
So  where  the  defendant  has  become  insolvent,  and  a  discharge 
has  been  granted  under  the  insolvent  act,  an  order  of  arrest  ob- 
tained on  facts  showing  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  will  be 
vacated  on  motion.  American  Flask  and  Cap  Company  v. 
Son,  7  Rob.  233 ;  S.  C,  3  Abb.  N.  S.  333 ;  Wright  v.  Mitterman, 
1  id.  428 ;  S.  C,  4  Rob.  704.  The  motion  will  be  granted  where, 
from  the  plaintiff's  papers,  it  appears  that  a  cause  of  action 
justifying  an  arrest  has  been  joined  with  a  cause  of  action  on 
which  no  arrest  could  be  had.  McOovern  v.  Payn^  32  Barb.  83  ; 
Smith  V.  Enapp,  30  N.  Y.  (3  Tiff.)  581 ;  Miller  v.  Scherder,  2 
id.  (2  Comst.)  262 ;  Lambert  v.  Snow,  9  Abb.  91 ;  S.  C,  17 
How.  517 ;  2  Hilt  601 ;  Ely  v.  Steigler,  9  Abb.  N.  S.  35 ;  Brown 
V.  Ashbough,  40  How.  226.  So  the  motion  will  be  granted  where 
the  affidavits  fail  to  make  a  prima  fade  case  from  facts  within 
the  plaintiff's  knowledge.  Sachs  v.  Bertrand,  22  How.  96 ;  S. 
C,  12  Abb.  433 ;  Bell  v.  Mali,  11  How.  264';  NemU^  v.  NemlU, 
22  id.  600. 

An  order  of  arrest  obtained  on  affidavits  inconsistent  with  the 
material  allegations  of  the  complaint  will  be  vacated  gn  motion. 
WicTcer  v.  Harmon,  21  How.  462 ;  S.  C,  12  Abb.  476 ;  ^lle  v. 
Palmer,  7  Abb.  181.  So  a  failure  to  file  the  undertaking  given 
upon  procuring  an  order  of  arrest  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  vacat- 
ing the  order.  Rule  6,  Supreme  Court.  So  where  the  undertak- 
ing is  not  indorsed  with  the  judge's  approval  the  order  will  be 
vacated  with  costs.    Newell  v.  Doran,  21  How.  427. 

Order  Vacating  Arrest. 
{Title  of  cause). 

On  reading  and  filing  notice  of  motion  (and  affidavits  of  ^ 
and  ),  and  on  the  pleadiijigs  and  proceedings  in  this 

action,  and  on  motion  of  ,  counsel  for  the  defendant, 

after  hearing  ,  counsel  for  plaintiff. 

Obdebed  :  That  the  order  of  arrest  granted  by  ,  on 

the  day  of  ,  18  ,  against  the  defendant  Y .  Z.  be  vacated, 
{flnd  if  hail  has  heen  given  add),  and  that  the  bail  heretofore 
given  for  the  defendant  he  exonerated  from  liability. 
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A.  When  a  motion  will  he  denied.  In  general,  a  motion  to 
vacate  an  order  of  arrest  will  be  denied  where  the  determination 
of  the  order  will  also  decide  the  action  on  the  merits.  Solomon 
V.  Wads^  2  Hilt.  179 ;  Chapin  v.  Sedey^  13  How.  490 ;  Barron  v. 
Sanford,  14  id.  443;  S.  C,  6  Abb.  320  note.  The  motion  to 
vacate  will  also  be  denied  where  the  defendant  seeks  to  vacate  the 
order  by  affidavits,  merely  denying  the  facts  constituting  the 
canse  of  action.  Gouslaud  v.  Davis^  4  Bosw.  619.  The  same 
rule  applies  when  the  affidavit  of  the  moving  party  merely 
denies  the  receipt  of  money  in  a  fiduciary  capacity.  Oeller  v. 
Seixas,  4  Abb.  103 ;  Swift  v.  Wylie,  5  Rob.  680.  The  motion  to 
vacate  will  also  be  denied  where  the  objection  raised  is  merely 
technical,  such  as  a  misjoinder  of  parties,  or  that  the  summons 
was  erroneously  entitled,  or  has  been  amended  by  changing  the 
form  of  relief  demanded.  Webber  v.  Eoritz^  11  Abb.  113 ;  ClarJc 
V.  PincJcney^  60  Barb.  226  ;  Union  BanJc  v.  MoU^  6  Abb.  315 ; 
Skinner  v.  JVbyes,  7  Rob.  228 ;  BedeU  v.  Sturta^  1  Bosw.  634 ; 
S.  C,  6  Abb.  319,  note. 

So  the  motion  to  vacate  will  be  denied  where  the  objections 
raised  by  the  defendant  relate  merely  to  a  variance  between  the 
complaint  and  the  affidavits  upon  which  the  order  of  arrest  was 
obtained,  where  the  allegations  are  themselves  sufficient  and  dis- 
close a  ground  for  arrest  which  is  consistent  with  the  allegations 
of  the  complaint.  Stelle  v.  Palmer^  7  Abb.  181.  The  motion  will 
also  be  denied  when  based  upon  an  improper  demand  for  relief 
inconsist^t  with  the  feu^ts  stated  in  the  complaint,  if  the  facts  so 
stated  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  affidavit  upon  which  the 
order  was  obtained.  Bedfield  v.  Frea/r^  9  Abb.  N.  S.  449.  Nor 
will  the  order  of  arrest  be  vacated  because  an  arrest  was  made 
under  it  at  a  time  when  the  defendant  was  temporarily  privileged. 
Hart  V.  Kennedy,  16  Abb.  290 ;  S.  C,  39  Barb.  1 86 ;  24  How.  425. 
Nor  will  the  motion  be  granted  on  the  ground  that  the  signature 
of  the  affiant  was  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  copy  affidavit 
served.  Barker  v.  Cook,  40  Barb.  264 ;  S.  C,  25  How.  190 ;  16 
Abb.  83. 

The  fact  that  the  action  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations 
will  not  sustain  a  motion  to  vaca,te  an  order  of  arrest  unless  the 
defense  is  set  up  in  the  answer.  Arthurton  v.  DaHey,  20  How. 
311. 

i.  Conditions  on  vacating  the  order.  In  some  cases  the 
court  will  require,  as  a  condition  of  vacating  an  order  of  arrest^ 
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that  the  defendant  enter  into  a  written  stipulation  not  to  bring  an 
action  for  fals6  imprisonment  See  Migney  v.  ThlVrriadge^  17  How. 
656  ;  MercJiants*  Bank  of  New  Haven  v.  Dwight^  13  id.  366 ; 
S.  C,  6  Dner,  659 ;  Salhinger  v.  Adler^  2  Rob.  704 ;  Stewart  v. 
Potter^  37  How.  68.  The  power  of  the  court  to  impose  such  a 
condition  on  the  granting  of  a  motion,  is  usually  exercised  where 
the  motion  is  granted  as  a  favor  resting  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  not  as  a  matter  of  strict  right.  Decker  v.  Jvdson^  16 
N.  T.  (2  Smith)  439.  If  it  appear  that  the  arrest  was  made  with- 
out any  motives  of  malice,  and  on  probable  cause,  the  condition 
will  generally  be  imposed.  But  if  it  appears  that  the  arrest  of 
the  defendant  was  procured  through  malicious  motives,  and  for 
unjustifiable  purposes,  the  court  will  make  the  order  vacating  the 
arrest  unconditional.  JVbrtTiern  Railway  Company  of  France 
V.  Carpentiety  4  Abb.  47 ;  Bank  of  the  United  ^tes  v.  Jenkins^ 
18  Johns.  305.  When  the  court  in  its  discretion  requires  the 
defendant  to  stipulate  not  to  bring  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment as  a  condition  of  granting  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of 
arrest,  the  stipulation  must  be  entered  into  or  the  arrest  will  be 
continued.  There  is  no  appeal  from  an  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court  in  this  particular.  Edgerton  v.  F(yrd^  11  «Abb. 
415. 

Order  on  Condition. 
{Title  of  cause.) 

On  reading  and  filing  notice  of  motion  (and  affidavits  of 
and  )  and  on  the  pleadings  and  proceedings  in  this  action, 

and  on  motion  of  ,  counsel  for  the  defendant,  after  hearing 

,  counsel  for  plaintiflfl 

Ordered  :  That  on  the  defendants  stipulating  within 
days  to  bring  no  action  for  false  imprisonment,  said  motion  be 
granted,  and  the  order  of  arrest  heretofore  granted  in  this  action 
be  vacated  with  dollars  costs  to  the  defendant ;  otherwise, 

that  said  motion  be  denied  without  costs. 

J.  Lunatic  defeTidant,  An  order  of  arrest  cannot  be  vacated 
on  motion  because  the  defendant  in  the  action  is  insane.  Under 
the  act  of  1842  a  jfidge  may  order  the  discharge  of  a  lunatic  de- 
fendant, but  only  ^frhere  the  object  of  the  order  is  to  direct  that 
the  defendant  be  sent  to  the  lunatic  asylum.  Bush  v.  TWihone^ 
4  N.  T.  (4  Comst.)  300 ;  S.  C,  5  Barb.  273 ;  1  Code  R.  N".  S.  264 ; 
Laws  of  1842,  ch.  35. 

k.  Reducing  hail.  Section  204  of  the  Code  provides  for  two 
distinct  motions :  the  one  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest,  the  other 
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to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail.  The  questions  involved  in  the  two 
motions  depend  on  entirely  diflTerent  facts.  On'a  motion  to  vacate, 
the  question  involved  is,  whether  the  defendant  has  been  guilty  of 
conduct  that  would  render  him  liable  to  arrest ;  but,  on  a  motion 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail,  the  question  relates  to  the  amount 
of  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  amount  of  bail  nec- 
essary to  secure  the  defendant' s  appearance,  to  respond  to  the 
judgment.  A  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  cannot,  there- 
fore, include  a  motion  to  reduce  the  amount  of  bail,  although  the 
motion  asks  for  other  and  further  relief.  Smith  v.  Spalding,  30 
How.  339 ;  S.  C,  3  Rob.  615 ;  Baker  v.  SwackTiaTner,  5  How. 
261 ;  S.  C,  3  Code  R.  248.  Where  a  motion  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  bail  has  been  denied,  it  cannot  be  renewed  without 
leave  of  the  court.  Lovell  v.  Martin,  21  How.  238 ;  S.  C,  12 
Abb.  178  ;  Union  Bank  v.  Mott,  6  id.  315. 

Notice  of  Motion  to  JReduce  Bail. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Please  take  notice,  that  on  an  affidavit,  of  which  a  cop^  is 
annexed,  and  on  all  the  papers  filed  and  served  in  this  action^ 
the  undersigned  will  move  the  court,  at  a  special  term,  to  be  held 
at     •      ,  on  the  day  of  next,  at  o'clock  in  the 

forenoon,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  that  the 
amount  of  bail  required  by  the  order  of  arrest  in  this  action  be 
reduced,  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  may  be  just, 
and  for  the  costs  of  this  motion. 

(Daie.)  {Siffnaiure.) 

(Address.) 

Order  Reducing  Bail. 

{Commence  as  in  order  vacating  an  order  of  arrest  and  con- 
tinue). 

Ordered  :  That  the  bail  taken,  or  to  be  taken,  by  the  sheriff 
on  the  order  of  arrest  of  T.  Z.,  in  this  action,  be  reduced  to 
dollars. 

{Date.) 

I.  Appeal  frora  order.  An  appeal  from  an  order  of  a  county 
judge,  vacating  an  order  of  arrest  made  by  him,  will  lie  directly 
to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  court.  Lavxiaster  v.  Boor- 
man,  20  How.  421.  In  the  same  manner  an  appeal  will  lie  to 
the  general  term  from  an  order  made  at  special  term  denying 
a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest.  Colonial  Insuran/^e  Co. 
V.  Force,  8  How.  363.   And  the  appeal  will  not  be  prejudiced  by 
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the  Ikct  that,  while  it  is  pending,  judgment  has  been  entered 
against  the  defendant,  and  the  bail  have  become  charged. 
Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Co.  v.  MachadOj  16  Abb.  451.  But 
no  appeal  can  be  taken  to  the  court  of  apx>eals  from  an  order 
granthig  or  refusing  a  provisional  remedy,  or  from  an  order 
vacating  or  refasing  to  vacate  such  remedy. .  Genin  v.  Thmpkins^ 
1  Code  B.  N.  S.  415 ;  Miannay  v.  Blogg,  41  N.  Y.  (2  Hand) 
621. 

The  reduction  of  bail  by  a  judge  at  chambers  is  a  matter  of 
discretion,  with  which  the  courts  will  not  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances interfere.  Hart  v.  Kenned/y^  15  Abb.  290 ;  S.  C,  39 
Barb.  186 ;  24  How.  425. 

m.  FaUe  ImprUonment.  liXLj  defendant  who  has  been  ar- 
rested in  a  civil  action,  without  due  authority  of  law,  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  Mse  imprisonment  against  the  parties 
instrumental  in  making  and  procuring  such  arrest.  Thus, 
where  a  parly  is  arrested  under  a  wrong  christian  name,  the 
officer  making  the  arrest,  and  all  other  persons  concerned 
therein,  are  liable  in  an  action  of  false  imprisonment,  even 
though  the  person  arrested  was  the  one  intended  in  the  order. 
Miller  v.  Foley ^  28  Barb.  630 ;  QrUwold  v.  Sedgwick^  6  Cow. 
458.  See  FarnJiam  v.  Hild/reCh^  32  Barb.  277 ;  Hoffman  v.  Fish^ 
18  Abb.  76.  And,  in  general,  if  a  person  unlawfully  sues  out 
process  of  arrest  against  another,  and  causes  him  to  be  im- 
prisoned, and  the  process  is  afterward  set  aside  because  illegally 
issued,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  recover  damages  for  the 
wrong  done  him,  without  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  party 
causing  the  arrest,  or  the  circumstances  attending  and  explain- 
ing-the  act.  Parsons  v.  Harper^  16  Gratt.  (Va.)  64 ;  McQtteen  v. 
ffeck,  1  Cold.  (Tenn.)  212 ;  Brown  v.  Ghadsey,  39  Barb.  253.  See 
8ea/rU  v.  McCracJcen,  16  How.  262 ;  Williams  v.  Oarrett^  12  id. 
466 ;  NortTiern  Bailway  Cmwpamy  of  France  v.  Carpentiery  4 
Abb.  47;  Merchants'  Bank  v.  Dwight,  13  How.  366;  8.  C,  6 
Duer,  669. 

This  action  will  lie  where  a  party  has  been  arrested  on  an 
order,  and  for  a  cause  of  action  for  which  this  remedy  is  not 
given  by  statute ;  or  where  the  cause  of  action  is  one  on  which  an 
order  of  arrest  might  properly  issue,  but  where  the  plaintiff  in 
the  action  liails  to  establish  the  facts  on  which  alone  an  arrest 
might  be  based ;  or  where  the  order  on  which  the  arrest  was 
made  was  void  aib  initio.  lb. 

89 
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n.  Delvoery  of  papers  to  plaintiff^  s  attorney.  Papers  used 
on  a  motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest,  or  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  bail,  when  such  motion  is  made  upon  notice,  must  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  where  the  venue  is  laid. 
Sarxige  v.  Bel/yea^  3  How.  276  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  42 ;  ATwnymouSy 
5  Cow.  13,  Rule  3,  Supreme  Court.  And  when  the  motion  is 
made  in  another  county,  the  clerk  must  deliver  to  the  party  pre- 
vailing in  the  motion,  unless  the  court  shall  otherwise  direct,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  rough  minutes  showing  wrhat  papers  were 
used  or  read  upon  such  motion,  with  a  note  of  the  decision 
thereon,  or  the  order  directed  to  be  entered  properly  certified- 
Rule  4,  Supreme  Court. 

0.  Filing  papers  with  clerk.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  party  to 
whom  such  certified  papers  are  delivered  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
filed,  and  the  proper  order  entered  in  the  proper  county  within 
ten  days  thereafter,  under  the  penalty  of  losing  the  benefit  of  tlie 
order.  Rule  4,  Supreme  Court.  The  plaintiff's  attorney  should 
also  file  the  undertakings  given  upon  procuring  an  order  of 
arrest.    Rule  6,  Supreme  Court. 

'  The  order  or  process,  and  the  original  affidavits  on  which  an 
arrest  is  made,  must  also  be  filed  with  the  clerk  by  the  sheriflT 
within  ten  days  after  the  arrest.  Rule  6,  Supreme  Court.  And 
it  is  a  general  rule  that  when  any  order  on  a  non-enumerated 
motion  is  entered,  all  the  papers  used  on  the  motion  shall  be 
filed  with  the  clerk,  or  the  same  may  be  set  aside  as  irregular. 
Rule  7,  Supreme  Court. 

p.  Order  of  arrest  to  justify  arrest  on  execiUion.  In  some 
cases  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  o):)tain  an 
order  of  arrest  and  procure  its  service,  or  waive  all  right  to  an 
execution  against  the  person  of  the  defendant  after  judgment 
Where  the  cause  of  action  and  the  cause  of  arrest  are  identical, 
a  judgment  for  that  cause  establishes  conclusively  a  liability  to 
arrest,  and  an  execution  against  the  person  follows  as  of  course. 
But  if  a  plain  and  concise  statement  of  the  facts  constituting  the 
cause  of  action  does  not,  of  itself,  show  liability  to  arrest,  no 
execution  against  the  person  can  issue  upon  the  judgment  unless 
an  order  of  arrest  has  been  served  before  judgment.  Ward  v. 
Renry,  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  124 ;  Code,  §  288. 

Thus  in  order  to  obtain  an  execution  against  the  person  where 
the  complaint  alleges  the  contracting  of  a  debt  in  a  fiduciary 
character,  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  an  order  of  arrest  before  judg- 
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ment  Wood  v.  Henry ^  40  N.  Y.  (1  Hand)  124.  So  where  the 
action  is  upon  contract  to  recover  a  debt  it  will  be  necessary  to 
procure  an  order  of  arrest  before  judgment,  although  the  com- 
plaint improperly  alleges  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  or  that 
the  defendant  has  disposed  of  his  property  with  intent  to  defraud 
his  creditors.  Elwood  v.  Gardner^  10  Abb.  N.  S.  238 ;  S.  C. 
45  N.  Y.  (6  Hand)  349 ;  and  see  Albany  Law  Journal  307.  But 
where  the  cause  of  action  is  founded  on  a  tort,  which  will 
authorize  the  issuing  of  an  order  of  arrest,  and  a  contract  is  set 
forth  in  the  complaint  merely  as  a  matter  of  inducement,  an  exe- 
cution may  issue  against  the  body  although  no  arrest  was  made 
before  judgment.  LemhMs  CaaCy  11  Abb,  N.  S.  72.  See 
2\ywnsend  v.  Hendricks^  40  How.  143.  Thus  a  complaint  setting 
forth'a  cause  of  action,  equivalent  to  the  old  action  of  trover,  will 
authorize  an  execution  against  the  person,  although  the  com- 
plaint sets  forth  a  contract  of  bailment  and  demands  judgment 
for  the  sum  received  by  the  defendant  as  bailee.  Lembke '  s  Gase^ 
11  Abb.  N.  S.  72. 

But  in  all  cases  in  which  an  order  of  arrest  has  been  obtained 
before  judgment  and  has  been  vacated,  the  right  to  an  execu- 
tion against  the  person  is  destroyed.  Stelle  v.  Palmer^  11 
Abb.  62. 


CHAPTER  II. 

BEPLEVIN,  OK  CLAIM  AKD  DELIVEET. 

ARTICLE  I. 

BEPLEYIK  IS  GEKEBAL. 

Section  L  History  and  use  as  a  remedy. 

a.  Origin  <md  former  use  at  common  law.  According  to  the 
Mirror,  the  old  action  of  replevin  was  devised  by  Glanvil,  Otiief 
Justice  to  King  Henry  the  Second,  for  the  pxurpose  of  affording 
a  remedy  against  distress  wrongfully  taken.  Blackstone  as- 
sumes that  this  was  the  only  use  made  of  the  remedy,  but  the 
position  he  assumes  is  evidently  not  well  taken,  and  is  not  war* 
ranted  by  the  books.  The  old  authorities  are  that  ^^  replevin 
lies  for  goods  taken  tortiously,  or  by  a  trespasser,  and  that  the 
party  injured. may  have  replevin  or  trespass  at  his  election." 
The  action  was  usually  brought  to  try  the  l^ality  of  a  distress^ 
but  was  not  confined  to  this  alone,  but  would  lie  for  any  unlaw- 
ful taking  of  a  chattel.  Stavff  v.  Maher^  2  Daly,  142 ;  JEly  v. 
EhU,  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  606 ;  Pangbum  v.  Patridge^  7  Johns. 
140 ;  Mason  v.  Dixon,  Sir  Wm.  Jones,  173 ;  Bishop  v.  Mon- 
tagv^y  Cro.  Eliz.  824.  The  object  of  the  remedy  was,  to  restore 
to  the  party  from  whom  chattels  had  been  wrongfully  taken,  all 
of  his  former  right  to  their  control,  upon  the  giving  of  security 
to  prosecute  the  action,  and,  in  case  the  right  to  the  property 
should  be  adjudged  against  him,  to  restore  it  to  the  true  owner. 
At  common  law  the  party  claiming  the  right  to  the  possession  of 
personal  property  could  enforce  his  claim  by  no  process  other 
than  the  writ  of  replevin,  which  issued  out  of  chancery,  com- 
manding the  sheriff  to  deliver  the  property  to  the  owner,  and 
afterward  do  justice  in  respect  to  the  matter  in  his  own  county 
court.  This  form  of  procedure  was  attended  vnth  two  serious 
disadvantages.  As  the  remedy  was  chiefly  employed  in  cases 
of  distress,  the  nature  of  the  property  distrained  demanded  a 
prompt  and  efScient  remedy  to  prevent  serious  loss  to  the  owner. 
This  could  not  be  had  at  common  law.    Writs  for  all  England 
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must  issue  from  the  office  at  Westminster,  and  great  delay  and 
inconvenience  necessarily  attended  its  employment  in  distant 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Neither  did  the  defendant  in  the  action 
receive  any  valid  secnrity  for  the  return  of  the  property,  if  judg- 
ment was  given  in  his  £a.vor,  and  the  judgment  was  in  many  in- 
stances rendered  of  no  effect  by  the  disposal  of  the  property 
during  the  pendency  of  the  action.  To  remedy  these  defects, 
various  statutes  were  subsequently  enacted,  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  both  of  the  claimants. 

b.  Changes  by  statutes.  The  first  essential  change  was  wrought 
by  the  statute  of  Marlbridge,  which  dispensed  with  the  suing 
out  of  the  writ,  and  provided  that  the  sheriff  should  immediately 
proceed  to  replevy  the  goods  upon  plaint  to  him  made.  And  it 
was  further  provided  by  the  statute  1  Philip  and  Mary,  chapter 
12,  that  the  sheriff  shoiild  make  at  least  four  deputies  in  each 
county,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  replevins.  The  security 
to  be  given  on  procuring  the  return  of  the  property  was  that  re« 
quirfd  by  the  statute  of  Westm.  2,  i3  Edw.  I,  chapter  2. 

The  party  replevying  was  obliged  to  put  in  pledges  to  prose- 
cute the  action ;  and  also  pledges  t6  return  the  distress  again  if 
the  right  were  determined  against  him.  The  sheriff  was  answer- 
able for  the  sufficiency  of  the  security  taken  by  him.  The 
statute  11,  Greo.  II,  c.  19,  specified  what  the  security  should  be  in  a 
replevin  on  a  distress  for  rent,  and  required  that  it  should  con- 
sist of  a  bond  with  two  sureties  in  a  sum  of  double  the  value  of 
the  goods  distrained,  conditioned  for  the  speedy  prosecution  of 
the  suit,  and  for  the  return  of  the  goods.  This  bond  was  made 
assignable  to  the  defendant,  and^  on  being  forfeited,  could  be 
sued  in  the  name  of  the  assignee.  On  the  receipt  of  this  bond  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  immediately  restore  the  goods 
to  the  possession  of  the  party  distrained  upon,  unless  the '  dis- 
trainor claimed  a  property  in  them. 

In  this  contingency  the  party  replevying  was  required  to  sue 
out  a  writ  de  prqprietate  probanda^  in  which  the  sheriff  was  to 
try  by  an  inquest,  in  whom  the  right  to  the  proi)erty  existed 
previous  to  the  distress.  If  the  sheriff  found  this  right  to  be  in 
the  distrainor  he  could  proceed  no  £&rther,  but  must  return  the 
claim  of  property  to  the  court  of  king's  bench  or  common  pleas, 
to  be  there  disposed  of.    Co.  Litt.  145. 

But  if  no  claim  of  "property  was  made,  or  if  the  sheriff*' g 
inquest  determined  it  against  the  distrainor,  then  the  sheriff  was 
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to  replevy  the  goods,  and  deliver  them  to  the  party  replevying, 
who  thereupon  brought  his  action  of  replevin.  The  distrainor, 
now  the  defendant  in  the  action,  made  avovrry^  and  set  up  his 
right  to  the  goods  distrained ;  3  Bla.  Com.  149.  Stanffy.  Maher^ 
2  Daly,  142.  The  other  pleadings  and  proceedings  under  these 
statutes  have  but  little  practical  value  as  illustrations  in  connec- 
tion with  present  forms  of  procedure. 

c.  Heplevin  under  the  Revised  Statvtes.  The  essential  features 
of  the  English  statutes  were  re-enacted  and  consolidated  in  this 
State  under  the  act  of  1788.  Revised  Laws  of  181 3,  p.  91.  Under 
the  Revised  Statutes  the  old  action  of  detinue  was  abolished,  or 
rather  incorporated  in  the  action  of  replevin.  2  R.  S.  622  (540) ; 
8  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  867,  §  17  ;  Snow  v.  Roy,  22  Wend.  602. 

It  was  provided  that  whenever  any  goods  or  chattels  have 
been  wrongfully  distrained,  or  otherwise  wrongfully  taken,  or 
shall  be  wrongfully  detained,  an  action  of  replevin  may  bo 
brought  for  the  recovery  thereof,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the 
damages  sustained  by  reason  of  such  unjust  caption  or  dtten- 
tion,  except  that  no  replevin  shall  lie  for  any  property  taken  by 
virtue  of  any  warrant  for  the  collection  of  any  tax,  assessment 
or  fine,  in  pursuance  of  any  statute  of  this  State.  2  R.  S.  622 
(540) ;  3  R.  S.  (5th  ed.)  845,  §§  1,  4.  No  replevin  shall  lie  at 
the  suit  of  the  defendant  in  any  execution  or  attachment  to  re- 
cover goods  or  chattels  seized  by  virtue  thereof,  unless  such 
goods  or  chattels  are  exempted  by  law  from  such  execution  or 
attachment ;  nor  shall  a  replevin  lie  for  such  goods  or  chattels 
at  the  suit  of  any  other  person  unless  he  shall,  at  the  time,  have 
a  right  to  reduce  into  his  possession  the  goods  taken.  lb.,  §  6. 
Under  these  statutes  there  were  two  distinct  forms  of  action. 
Where  the  original  taking  of  the  goods  was  tortious,  replevin  in 
the  cepit  would  lie ;  but  where  the  taking  was  lawful  and  the 
detention  only  was  unlawful,  replevin  in  the  detinet  only  would 
lie.  Barrett  v.  Warren,  3  Hill,  348 ;  Ely  v.  Ehle,  3  N.  Y.  (3 
Comst.)  506 ;  Ross  v.  Cassidy,  27  How.  416.  This  distinction 
does  not  exist  under  the  Code.  Zachrisson  v.  Ahman,  2 
Sandf.  68. 

d.  Remedy  under  the  Code.  The  action  Of  replevin,  in  all 
except  its  form,  and  the  additional  provisional  remedy  provided 
by  section  211  of  the  Code,  remains  as  it  existed  under  the 
Revised  Statutes.  The  form  and  name  of  the  action  are  abol- 
ished, but  the  cause,  the  right  and  the  remedy  remain  to  be  en- 
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forced  and  pursued,  not  by  the  old  formula,  but  by  the  newly 
prescribed  proceeding.  The  effect  given  to  the  action  by  the 
courts,  under  the  Revised  Statutes,  must  be  regarded  as  continu- 
ing unrepealed  by  the  Code.    Porter  v.  Willet^  14  Abb.  319. 

The  remedy  provided  by  the  Code,  to  recover  possession  of 
personal  property,  is  applicable  to  every  case  in  which  the  action 
of  replevin  would  lie  under  the  Revised  Statutes.  Nichols  v. 
Michael,  23  N.  Y.  (9  Smith)  264 ;  Ross  v.  Cassidy,  27  How.  416 ; 
BrocJcway  v.  Burnap,  16  Barb.  309.  But  the  change  introduced 
by  the  Code  in  the  former  method  of  seeking  and  applying  the 
remedy  is  too  important  to  be  overlooked.  Under  the  Revised 
Statutes  it  was  indispensable  that  the  action  should  be  com- 
menced by  writ,  commanding  the  sheriff  to  replevy  the  goods, 
on  the  execution  of  a  bond,  and  prohibiting  the  plaintiff  from 
taking  any  step  until  the  sheriff  received  the  writ,  with  the  aflBl- 
davit  and  bond  required,  for  it  was  then  only  that  he  could  serve 
the  summons,  which  was  required  to  be  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  writ.  The  Code,  however,  leaves  it  optional  with  the 
plaintiff  to  proceed  to  recover  the  possession  of  the  property, 
under  the  provisions  of  section  206  of  the  Code,  before  judg- 
ment in  the  action,  or  to  seek  the  specific  recovery  of  the  prop- 
erty after  judgment.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  in  an 
action  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  property,  under  the 
Code,  should  claim  the  delivery  of  the  property  before  judg- 
ment, and  furnish  security  to  the  defendant,  as  was  indispensa- 
ble in  the  old  action  of  replevin.  Although  he  may  not  resort, 
in  the  action,  to  the  provisional  remedy  of  claim  and  delivery,  he 
may  still  have  judgment  and  execution  for  the  restitution  of  the 
property,  with  damages  for  its  detention,  if  he  succeeds  in  estab- 
lishing his  right  to  recover.  Vogel  v.  BadcocJc,  1  Abb.  176 ;  Corhin 
V.  MiUoTiy  27  How.  76.  It  is  only  imperative  that  the  plaintiff 
shall  give  the  security  required  by  section  209  before  he  can  de- 
mand the  return  of  the  goods  before  judgment,  and  not  that  the 
giving  of  such  security  shall  be  the  condition  of  obtaining  the 
restitution  of  specific  property  in  any  case.  lb.  But  it  is  the 
giving  of  security  alone  that  entitles  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  to 
the  provisional  remedy  provided  in  sections  208  to  211  of  the 
Code.    Nosser  v.  Corwin^  36  How.  640. 

In  abrogating  the  old  action  of  replevin,  and  in  furnishing  a 
new  remedy  to  take  its  place,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  abridge  the  old  remedy  by  substituting  another  of  less 
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general  application.  As  ftill,  efifectual,  and  complete  relief  can 
be  obtained  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  possession  of  per- 
sonal property  under  the  Code,  as  was  obtainable  in  an  acMon  of 
replevin  under  the  Revised  Statutes.  NicJ^ls  r .  Michael,  28  N. 
T.  (9  Smith)  264 ;  BrocJeway  v.  Burriap^  16  Barb.  809.  But 
while  the  Code  has  furnished  a  complete  remedy  in  such  cases, 
it  has  feiiled  to  establish  a  comple  system  of  practice  ;  and  when, 
under  the  present  system,  questions  of  practice  arise  as  to  which 
the  Code  is  rilent,  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  the  former 
practice  to  supply  the  omission.  Many  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  in  relation  to  the  action  of  replevin  are  still  in 
force  although  the  action  in  its  old  form  is  abrogated ;  and  these 
provisions  may  be  relied  upon,  either  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  Code,  or  to  settle  doubtfcd  questions  of  practice.  Wil- 
son V.  Wheeler,  6  How.  49 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  402.  Statff 
V.  Maher,  2  Daly,  142. 


ARTICLE    n. 

KEPLBVIN,  IN  WHAT  CASES  A  PBOPEB  BEMEDT. 

Seetion  1«    For  what  prcq^rty. 

a.  Personal  property  generally.  The  action  of  replevin  is 
given  where  the  relief  sought  is  the  recovery  of  specific  personal 
property,  with  such  incidental  damages  as  may  have  been  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  its  taking  or  detention.  The  Code  declares 
that  the  words  ^'  personal  property,"  as  used  in  the  act  by  which 
it  was  created,  shall  be  construed  to  include  money,  goods,  chat- 
tels, things  in  action  and  evidences  of  debt.  Code,  §  468.  The 
term  as  used  in  the  statutes  in  relation  to  the  action  of  replevin 
excludes  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  realty,  fixtures  while 
attached  to  the  freehold  cannot  be  replevied.  But  it  is  not  a 
mere  question  of  fastening  that  determines  what  constitutes  a 
fixture,  and  no  rule  of  universal  application  can  be  given  that 
will  draw  a  clear  line  between  personal  property  and  what  the 
law  will  decide  to  be  a  portion  of  the  realty.  As  fiekr  as  relates 
to  the  action  of  replevin  it  is  sufficient  to  lay  down  as  a  general 
rule  that  what  are  properly  known  as  fixtures  cannot  be  replev- 
ied. Oresson  v  .  Stout,  17  Johns.  116  ;  Niblet  v.  Smithy  4  Term 
'R.  604.  But  where  fixtures  are  severed  from  the  fi^eehold,  their 
'  character  as  personal  property  is  restored  and  they  may  be 
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replevied.  Qardner  v,  MrUepy  19  Barb.  317;  Morgan  v. 
Varickj  8  Wend.  687.  Prima  fade^  a  building  on  another's 
land  is  a  fixtore,  and  a  part  of  the  realty.  But  the  parties 
concerned  may  control  the  legal  effect  of  any  transaction  between 
them  by  an  express  agreement  And  if  they  agree  in  terms, 
that  a  dwelling-house  shall,  as  between  them,  be  considered 
strictly  as  a  personal  chattel,  it  takes  that  character,  and  trover 
will  lie  for  its  conversion.  Smith  v.  Benson^  1  Hill,  176 ;  Ritchr 
myer  v.  Morse^  37  How.  888 ;  S.  C,  8  Keyes,  849 ;  1  Trans.  App. 
866 ;  6  Abb.  N.  S.  44.  See  Gray  v.  Oyler,  3  Bush.  (Ky.) 
266 ;  Hinckley  v.  Boater ^  13  Allen,  130  ;  Shaw  v.  Carhrey^  id. 
462 ;  Fay  v.  Beddick^  31  Ind.  414 ;  Aldfich  v.  Parsons,  6  N. 
H.  666 ;  Vausse  v.  Bussd,  2  McCord  (8.  C),  329 ;  BringhoJf 
V.  Munzenmrner^  20  Iowa,  518;  MiUs  v.  Bedick,  1  Nebr.  437. 
It  is  a  familiar  rule  of  the  common  law  that  where  the  action  of 
trover  can  be  maintained  replevin  will  lie.  Bogers  v.  Arnold^ 
12  Wend.  80.  Growing  grass  may  become  so  far  personal  prop- 
erty by  express  agreement  as  to  be  transferred  by  a  chattel  mort- 
gage, and  the  title  so  acquired  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
mortgagee  to  maintain  an  action  of  replevin  against  one  wrong- 
fully detaining  it  after  its  severance  from  the  freehold.  See 
Jmcks  V.  Smithy  1  N.  Y.  (1  Comst.)  90 ;  S.  C,  3  Denio,  692 ;  1 
How.  App.  Cas.  160.  As  to  the  law  of  fixtures,  see  Orribony 
V.  Jones,  19  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  234;  S.  C,  21  Barb.  620 ;  Murdoch 
v.G^orc?,18N.Y.(4Smith)28;  Port&rv.Or(mweU,^lS.Y.{l 
Hand)  287;  Teaf^.  HewUt,  1  OhioSt.611. 

&.  Money.  This  action  lies  for  the  specific  recovery  of  money 
whether  in  the  form  of  specie  or  of  bank  bills.  The  only  requi- 
site in  this  respect  is,  that  the  money  be  in  some  manner  capable 
of  identification.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  bills  or  spe- 
cie making  a  delivery  work  a  change  of  ownership,  unless 
delivered  with  that  intent.  Sager  v.  Blain,  4A  N.  Y.  (6  Hand) 
446  ;  Grand  Trunk  Bailway  Company  v.  Edwards,  66  Barb. 
408 ;  Grazes  v.  Dudley,  20  N.  Y.  (6  Smith)  76 ;  Gordon  v.  Hos- 
tetter,  37  id.  (10  Tiff.)  99 ;  S.  C,  4  Abb.  N.  S.  266 ;  4  Trans. 
App.  876.  But  where  the  money  is  p^id  into  a  bank,  and  x)assed 
generally  to  the  credit  of  the  party  jiaying,  the  title  passes  to  the 
bank.  But  not  so  in  case  of  a  special  deposit,  where  the  specific 
money  is  to  be  kept  for  the  depositor.  Commercial  BarCk  of 
Albany  v.  Hughes,  17  Wend.  94 ;  Graves  v.  Dudley,  20  N.  Y. 

(6  Smith)76;  Gord(m  v. Hostetter,  97 N.  Y.  (10  Tiff.)  99 ;  S.  C,  4 

90 
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Abb.  N.  S.  265 ;  4  Trans.  App.  376.     See  Draycot  v.  Piot,  Cro. 
Eliz.  818 ;  Hall  v.  Dean^  id.  841 ;  Kinaston  v.  Maor^  Cro.  Car.  89. 

c.  Chose  in  action.  It  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  law  that  an 
action  can  be  maintained  for  the  conversion  of  a  chose  in  action 
which  has  been  pledged  as  a  security  for  a  debt.  Luckey  v.  Gan- 
non,  6  Abb.  N.  S.  209  ;  S.  C,  37  How.  134 ;  1  Sweeny,  12.  It  is 
equally  weU  settled  that  where  trover  will  lie,  replevin  may  be 
maintained.  Barrett  v.  Warren,  3  Hill,  348.  Trover  will  lie 
for  the  recovery  of  an  insurance  policy.  Z/uckey  v.  Gannon,  6 
Abb.  K  S.  209  ;  S.  C,  37  How.  134;  1  Sweeny,  12.  So  it  will 
lie  for  the  recovery  of  a  bond  and  mortgage,  deposited  as  col- 
lateral security.  Campbell  v.  Parker,  9  Bosw.  322.  This  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  English  rule  which  holds  that  a  mortgage 
cannot  be  replevied,  as  it  savors  of  the  realty. 

d.  Evidences  of  title.  An  assignee  of  a  bill  of  lading,  who 
is  deemed  to  be  the  consignee  thereof,  may  maintain  replevin  to 
recover  the  possession  of  the  property  mentioned  in  such  bill,  as 
against  one  who  claims  under  an  inferior  title.  Dows  v.  Hv^h, 
28  Barb.  157.  So  any  transferable  evidence  of  title  may  be 
replevied  whether  it  be  a  bill  of  lading,  a  certificate  of  stock, 
a  bill  of  exchange,  or  a  warehouse  entry.  Knehtie  v.  Williams, 
1  Duer,  597 ;  S.  C,  11  N.  Y.  Leg.  Obs.  187. 

e.  Evidences  of  debt  As  a  general  rule,  the  action  of  reple- 
vin may  be  maintained  for  the  recovery  of  a  promissory  note  in 
the  hands  of  a  third  person.  But  the  maker  of  such  note  can- 
not bring  an  action  of  replevin  for  its  recovery  after  x>a'yment, 
unless  the  note  has  a  special  value  as  a  voucher.  Todd  v.  Cfr oak- 
shanks,  3  Johns.  432 ;  Qahoon  v.  Bank  of  TJtica,  7  N.  Y.  (3 
Seld.)  486  ;  S.  C,  7 How.  401 ;  Streefver  v.  Barik  of  Fort  Edward, 
34  N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  413 ;  BirdsaU  v.  Russell,  29  id.  (2  Tiff.) 
220;  Wheeler  v.  AUen,  49  Barb.  460;  Savery  v.  Hays,  80 
Iowa,  25. 

Section  2.  In  favor  of  whom. 

a.  Owner  of  property.  In  order  to  entitle  the  plaintiff,  in  an 
action  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  property,  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  property  before  judgment,  it  must  appear  that  he 
is  the  owner  of  the  property  claimed,  or  is  lawfully  entitled  to 
its  possession.  Code,  §  207.  The  fact  of  ownership  will  not,  of 
itself,  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover  in  an  action  of  replevin. 
That  fact  must  be  coupled  with  the  present  right  of  possession 
at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action.     Wood  v.  Orser, 
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25  N.  T.  (11  Smith)  348 ;  Bush  v.  Lyon,  9  Cow.  52  ;  Redman  v. 
Hendricks^  1  Sondf.  32 ;  Rogers  v.  Arnold^  12  Wend.  30 ;  Sharp 
V.  Whittenhall,  3  Hill,  576. 

J.  Persons  entitled  to  possession.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
determine  who  is  entitled  to  bring  an  action  of  replevin  by  virtue 
of  the  right  to  possession.  Absolute  ownership  will  not  per  se 
give  the  right  of  action,  while  a  mere  equitable  interest,  coupled 
with  possession,  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  a  person  to  maintain 
replevin  against  a  wrong-doer  who  has  disturbed  him  in  his  pos- 
session, although  the  absolute  ownership  of  the  properi;y  is  in 
another.  Frost  v.  Mott,  34  N.  T.  (7  Tiff.)  253 ;  Johnson  v. 
Carnley^  10  id.  (6  Seld.)  570.  A  person  having  a  lien  upon 
goods  has  such  a  special  properi^y  in  them  as  will  entitle  him  to 
maintain  an  action  of  replevin  against  the  owner  who  takes  them 
from  him  without  first  satisfying  the  lien.  Baker  v.  Hoag,  7  N. 
Y.  (8  Seld.)  555;  IngersoU  v.  Yan  Bokkelin^  7  Cow.  670; 
Wheeler  v.  McFarland^  10  Wend.  318 ;  Rogers  v.  Arnold^  12  id. 
30.  So  the  assignee  of  one  whose  goods  have  been  tortiously 
removed  and  detained  may  maintain  replevin  against  the  wrong- 
ful taker,  and  recover  in  his  own  name.  McKee  v.  Jvdd,  12  N. 
Y.  (2  Kern.)  622 ;  MerriU  v.  Orinndl,  30  id.  (3  Tiff.)  594 ; 
WaW/ron  v.  WiUard,  17  id.  (3  Smith)  466 ;  I>(ms  v.  Rush^  28 
Barb.  157. 

c.  Persons  in  a  representative  character.  An  action  of  re- 
plevin, commenced  by  a  party  who  has  died  before  judgment, 
may  be  continued  in  the  name  of  the  personal  representatives  of 
the  deceased.  Lahey  v.  Brady ^  1  Daly,  443  ;  MeUen  v.  Bald- 
vdn,  4. Mass.  480  ;  Potter  v.  Van  Vranken,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  619 ; 
S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  73.  So  the  action  may  be  commenced  by 
the  personal  representatives  of  a  party  deceased,  where  the  goods 
taken  continue  in  specie  in  the  hands  of  the  wrong-doer.  Potter 
V.  Van  VranJcm,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  619 ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  73 ; 
Chambefrlain  v.  Williamson,  2  Maule  &  Selw.  408  ;  Countess  of 
Rutland?  s  Case,  1  Cro.  Eliz.  377;  Berwick  y.  Andrews,  2  Ld. 
Baym.  971. 

d.  Officers,  sheriffs,  etc.  An  officer  who  has  taken  goods  into  his 
possession  by  virtue  of  a  process  of  execution  may  maintain  reple- 
vin against  a  third  person  who  has  taken  them  away  without  right 
or  authority.  Barker  v.  MiUer,  6  Johns.  195  ;  Barker  v.  Binnin- 
ger,  14  N.  Y.  (4  Kern.)  270  ;  Rowland  v.  Willetts,  9  id.  (6  Seld.) 
170 ;  S.  C,  5  Sandf.  219.    A  person  who  receipts  property  levied 
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upon  by  a  constable  or  sheriff  has  neither  a  general  or  special 
property  in  the  goods,  and  cannot  maintain  repl^in  in  his  onm 
name,  although  the  property  be  tortiously  taken  by  a  stranger. 
He  acts  as  the  mere  agent  of  the  officer.  JHUeJibacJc  v.  Jerome ^ 
7  Cow.  294. 

e.  Partners.  One  partner  cannot  maintain  replevin  against 
another  partner  for  the  recovery  of  the  exclusive  i>osse8sion  of  the 
partnership  stock.  Each  is  entitled  to  the  possession,  and  the  pos- 
session of  either  is  the  possession  of  botii.  Azel  v.  Betz^  2  EL 
D.  Smith,  188 ;  Koningshurgh  v.  Launitz^  1  id.  216.  But,  where 
two  persons  are  partners  and  one  of  them  finds  the  stock,  and  the 
other  does  the  work,  and  the  working  partner  absconds,  the 
partner  finding  the  stock  can  maintain  replevin  for  it  in  his  own 
name,  if  it  be  taken  from  the  possession  of  the  working  partner 
before  he  has  b^un  to  work  it  up.  Boynion  v.  Page^  13  Wend. 
425.  See  Russel  v.  AlUn^  13  N.  Y.  (3  Kern.)  173 ;  Foster  v. 
Magee^  2  Lans.  182. 

Sections.  Against whaiiu 

a.  Party  wrongfully  taJdng  or  detaimng.  In  general,  the 
action  of  replevin  will  lie  against  any  person  wrongfully  taking 
or  detaining  the  personal  property  of  another.  The  distinction 
once  made  between  actions  in  the  cepU,  and  actions  in  the  detinetj 
is  now  virtually  ignored,  and  the  action  in  the  detinet  lies  where 
the  taking  was  tortious  as  well  as  where  the  wrong  consists  in  its 
detention  only.    Zackrisson  v.  Ah/man^  2  Sandf.  68. 

h.  Persons  in  a  represerdative  character.  Although  persons 
acting  in  a  representative  character,  as  executors,  administrators 
etc.,  may  maintain  replevin  against  a  party  who  has  wrongfully 
detained  the  property  of  the  deceased,  yet,  such  administrators 
or  executors  are  not  liable,  in  an  action  of  replevin,  for  any  wrong- 
ful act  of  their  testator,  unless  they  retain  after  demand  the  spe- 
cific chattels  wrongfully  taken  by  him  during  his  life-time.  Ham- 
hly  V.  TroU^  1  Cowp.  371 ;  Mellen  v.  Baldwinj  4  Mass.  480 ; 
Mason  v.  Dixon^  Sir  Wm.  Jones,  173 ;  LaJiey  v.  Brady ^  1  Daly, 
443;  Potter  v.  Yan  Yrankm,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  619 ;  S.  C,  2 
Trans.  App.  73. 

e.  Sheriffs^  etc.  Replevin  will  lie  against  a  sheriff  who  levies 
upon  the  property  of  a  person  other  than  the  defendant  named 
in  the  process.  The  property  taken  is  not  in  the  custody  of  the 
law,  as  regards  the  real  owner.  The  sheriff,  in  such  cases,  acta 
without  authority,  or  color  of  authority.    He  is  a  wrong-doer. 
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and,  if  lie  acts  by  the  direction  of  the  plaintiff,  both  are  tres- 
passers. Marsh  y.  Backtis^  16  Barb.  488 ;  Clark  v.  Skinner^  30 
Johns.  465 ;  Dunham  v.  Wyckoff^  3  Wend.  280.  The  same  rule 
applies,  whether  the  goods  were  taken  under  an  attachment  or 
on  an  execution.  Marsh  t.  Backus^  16  Barb.  483.  An  action 
of  replevin  will  lie  agamst  a  sheriff,  in  snch  cases,  even  thoogh 
the  property  has  never  been  removed,  or  taken  into  the  actual 
possession  of  the  officer.  Any  unlawftil  intermeddling  with  the 
property  of  another,  or  any  exercise  of  dominion  ovqr  it,  in  de- 
fiance or  exclusion  of  the  owner,  even  though  there  be  no  manual 
interference,  is  such  an  unlawful  taking  as  will  authorize  an 
action  of  replevin  against  the  officer.  Neff  v.  Thompson^  8  Barb. 
213 ;  Winbringham  v.  Lafoy^  7  Cow.  736 ;  Allen  v.  Orary^  10 
Wend.  349 ;  Fonda  v.  Van  Home^  15  id.  631. 

It  is  provided  by  statute  that  no  replevin  shall  lie  for  any 
property  taken  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  for  the  collection  of  any 
tax,  assessment,  or  fine,  in  pursuance  gf  any  statute  of  this 
State.  2  R.  8.  622  (540),  §  4 ;  Code,  §  207 ;  People  v.  Albany 
Common  Pleas^  7  Wend.  486.  By  this  it  must  be  understood 
that  an  action  will  not  He  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal 
property,  subject  to  execution,  from  an  officer  who  holds  it 
under  a  tex  warrant  against  the  plaintiffs  regular  upon  itsfaxie, 
and  issued  by  the  proper  authorities.  HudZer  v.  Oolden^  36 
N.  T.  (9  Tiff.)  446 ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  316.  But,  where  it  is 
apparent,  on  the  face  of  the  warrant,  that  it  was  issued  without 
jurisdiction,  replevin  will  lie  against  the  officer.  Wright  v. 
Briggs^  2  Hill,  77 ;  Qeorge  v.  Chambers^  11  Mees.  &  Wels.  149. 
Where  the  statute  ha«,  from  considerations  of  public  policy, 
prohibited  the  remedy  in  this  instance,  it  has  not  restricted  the 
use  of  other  concurrent  remedies — such  as  trespass  or  trover* 
People  V.  Albany  Common  Plea^^  7  Wend.  486.  And  notwith- 
standing  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  that  replevin 
shall  not  lie  for  goods  taken  for  a  tax  pursuant  to  statute,  the 
rightfol  possessor  of  goods,  unlawfully  seized  under  a  warrant 
against  another,  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  may  maintain  an 
action  of  replevin  for  their  recovery.  StockweU  v.  Vietchy  16 
Abb.  412 ;  S.  C,  38  Barb.  650 ;  Travers  v.  Ins.  Co.,  19  Mich,  da 

d.  Receiptors.  Although  a  receiptor  may  not  maintain  an 
action  of  replevin  against  a  party  removing  goods  from  his 
possession,  he  is  responsible  to  the  officer  from  whom  he  receives 
them,  and  may  be  proceeded  against,  on  a  refusal  to  redeliver 
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them,  either  in  an  action  of  replevin  or  trover  for  the  goods,  or 
in  an  action  in  the  nature  of  assumpsit  on  the  receipt  DezeU 
V.  OdeU,  3  Hill,  216. 

Section  4.  Where  the  action  lies. 

a.  For  the  wrongful'  taking.  The  distinction  between  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  the  action  of  replevin  is  not  wholly  unimportant, 
although  the  form  of  the  pleadings  in  the  action  has  been  almost 
totally  changed  by  the  Co4e.  The  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  re- 
cover the  j)ossession  of  personal  property  by  an  action  of 
replevin,  is  the  same,  whether  the  property  was  VTrongfiilly  taken 
by  the  defendant,  or  came  lawfully  into  his  possession.  But,  in 
order  to  fix  the  liability  of  the  defendant  in  the  latter  case,  it  is 
necessary,  in  most  instances,  that  a  demand  should  be  made  and 
an  opportunity  afforded  for  the  restoration  of  the  property. 
TdUman  v.  Twrck^  26  Barb.  167 ;  Barrett  v.  Warren^  3  Hill, 
848 ;  Nash  v.  Mosher,  19  Wend.  431.  It  is  the  refusal  of  the 
defendant  to  restore  th^  property  to  the  party  legally  entitled  to 
its  possession,  that  constitutes  a  wrongful  detention,  where  the 
possession  of  the  property  was  legally  obtained.  But  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  defendant  to  establish,  by  proof,  that  he  came  into 
the  possession  in  good  faith  and  for  a  lawful  purpose,  before  he 
can  avail  himself  of  the  defense  that  no  demand  was  made  be- 
fore action,  as,  until  such  proof  has  been  made,  he  will  be 
deemed  as  much  a  vTrong-doer  as  an  original  taker,  and  will  not 
be  deemed  entitled  to  a  demand.  lb. 

As  a  general  rule,  replevih  in  the  cepit^  or  for  the  wrongful 
taking^  lijes  only  where  an  action  of  treq)ass  might  have  been 
brought  Barrett  v.  Warren,  3  Hill,  348 ;  Ely  y.  Ehle,  3  N.  Y. 
(3  Comst)  506 ;  Stockwell  v.  Phelps,  34  id.  (7  Tiff.)  363.  In 
order  to  maintain  this  action,  the  plaintiff  must  show  that 
he  was  either  in  actual  possession,  or  entitled  to  immediate  pos- 
session, at  the  time  the  proi)erty  was  taken.  StocJcwell  v.  Phelps^ 
84  N.  Y.  (7  Tiff.)  363 ;  Redman  v.  Hmd/rick,  1  Sandf.  32.  And 
if  the  plaintiff  fails  to  establish  an  exclusive  right  to  possess  and 
control  the  proi)erty  he  cannot  recover.  Rogers  v.  Arnold,  12 
Wend.  30.  But  right  of  possession  must  not  be  confounded 
with  absolute  ownership.  Right  to  the  possession /or  the  time, 
and  dominion  of  the  goods  and  chattels  is  all  that  is  essential, 
lb.  Actual  possession  of  the  property  at  the  time  that  it  was 
taken,  coupled  with  an  equitable  interest  in  it,  is  sufficient  to 
maintain  this  action,  although  the  general  property  be  in  a  stran- 
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ger.  Johnson  v.  Carrdey^  10  N.  Y.  (6  Seld.)  570  ;  Frost  v.  Mott^ 
84  id.  (7  Tiff.)  253. 

Property  in  a  stranger  will  not  avail  the  defendant  as  a  defense 
in  an  action  of  replevin,  unless  lie  in  some  way  connects  his  title 
with  that  of  the  stranger,  and  thus  establishes  a  superior  title  to 
that  of  the  plaintiff,  such  as  wUl  justify  the  taking  of  the  prop- 
erty out  of  his  possession.  Oerber  v.  Monie^  56  Barb.  652 ; 
Duncan  v.  Spear ^  11  Wend.  54  ;  Rogers  v.  Arnold^  12  id.  30 ; 
Jkoyt  V.  Yan  Alstyne^  15  Barb.  568 ;  Dams  v.  Hoppock^  6  Duer, 
254 ;  King  v.  Orser,  4  id.  431. 

The  right  of  a  vendor  to  disaffirm  a  sale,  and  to  recover  his 
goods  in  an  action  of  replevin,  exists  wherever  the  vendee  ob- 
tained such  goods  on  credit,  with  the  preconceived  design  to 
cheat  and  defraud  the  vendor.  Hall  v.  Naylor^  18  N.  Y.  (4 
Smith)  688 ;  Nichols  v.  Michael,  23  id.  (9  id.)  274.  A  sale 
and  delivery  of  goods  procured  through  the  false  representa- 
tions of  the  vendee  in  regard  to  his  solvency  and  credit,  passes 
no  title  whatever  to  the  property,  as  between  the  parties,  and  the 
vendor  may  recover  the  property  in  an  action  of  replevin,  unless 
it  has  passed  into  the  possession  of  a  bona  ^eZe  holder  for  value, 
lb. ;  Hunter  v.  Hudson  River  Iron  and  Machine  Co.,  20  Barb. 
493  ;  Barringer  v.  Ha/m/mond,  4  Trans.  App.  116 ;  Wilson  v. 
Nason,  4  Bosw.  165. 

But  it  is  only  in  a  few  exceptional  cases,  as  where  a  fraudulent 
vendee  becomes  a  vendor  and  has  the  usual  indicia  of  owner- 
ship, and  the  true  owner  has  parted  with  the  possession  of  the 
goods  sold,  that  such  vendor  can  make  a  sale  of  them,  which 
will  be  valid  as  against  such  rightful  owner.  The  general  rule  is, 
that  a  seller  of  merchandise  having  no  title  can  convey  none  as 
against  the  true  owner.  SpavZding  v.  Brewster,  60  Barb.  142 ; 
WiUiams  v.  Merle,  11  Wend.  80 ;  Saltus  v.  Everett,  20  id.  267 ; 
Ash  V.  Putnam,  1  Hill,  302  ;  Ely  v.  Ehle,  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.) 
606;  Brower^Y.  Peabody,  13  id.  (3  Kern.)  121;  Ross  v.  Cas- 
sidy,  27  How.  416 ;  lAnnen  v.  Cruger,  40  Barb.  638. 

On  de£Etult  in  the  payment  of  a  chattel  mortgage,  the  mortga- 
gee's  title  to  the  property  becomes  absolute,  and  he  may 
maintain  replevin  against  one  who  tortiously  takes  such  property 
from  the  mortgagor.  Fuller  v.  Acker,  1  Hill,  473 ;  Hulsen  v. 
Walter,  34  How.  385  ;  Bank  qf  Rochester  v.  Jones,  4  N.  Y.  (4 
Comst.)  497. 
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So  where  the  mortgagor  is  to  have  the  possessiofi  of  the  prop- 
erty nntil  demand,  or  default  in  the  payment  of  the  debt^  he 
may  bring  replevin  against  the  mortgagee  if  he  takes  the  prop- 
erty before  such  defknlt  or  demand.  Newacm,  v.  Fineh^  36 
Barb.  175. 

The  good  fbith  of  a  party  taking  personal  property  from  a 
mortgagee,  who  has  acquired  an  absolute  title  by  reason  of  a 
defSEtult  in  the  i)ayment  of  the  mortgage  debt,  will  not  prote^ 
the  taker  from  liability  in  an  action  for  the  wrongfol  taking  and 
detention  of  such  property.  Leoin  v.  Jiussell^  42  N.  Y.  (3 
Hand)  251. 

Replevin  will  lie  against  a  vendee  to  whom  goods  were  sold  con- 
ditionally, when  such  vendee  retains  the  goods  and  fSetils  to  fulfill 
the  condition  upon  which  the  sale  was  made.  Leven  v.  Smithy  1 
Denio,  561  ;  Russell  v.  Minor^  22  Wend.  669.  See  Smith  v. 
Lynes,  5  N.  Y.  (1  Seld.)  41 ;  Palvier  v.  Hand^  13  Johns.  484 ; 
Morris  v.  Reatfcrd^  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  662  ;  Haggerty  v.  Palvher^ 

6  Johns.  Ch.  487.  Any  valid  lien  is  such  a  special  property 
in  goods  as  will  entitle  the  holder  to  maintain  an  action  of 
replevin  against  the  owner  who  has  taken  such  goods  without 
the  consent  of  the  holder  of  the  lien.     IngersoU  v.  Van  Bokkelifij 

7  Cow.  670 ;  Baker  v.  Hoag,  7  N.  Y.  (3  Seld.)  666  ;  Wheeler  v. 
WFarland,  10  Wend.  318  ;  Rogers  v.  Arnold,  12  id.  30. 

It  was  formerly  held  that  replevin  would  not  lie  where  the 
defendant  had  divested  himself  of  the  property  claimed  before 
the  commencement  of  the  action.  But  it  is  a  well-^ttled  rule 
that  replevin  will  lie,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  defendant 
has  parted  with  the  goods  before  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
Nichols  V.  Michael,  23  N.Y.  (9  Smith)  264 ;  Knapp  v.  Smithy  27 
id.  (13  id.)  277 ;  Brockway  v.  Burnap,  16  Barb.  309 ;  Ross  v. 
Cei^sidy,  27  How.  416. 

&.  For  the  vyrongfvZ  detention.  The  old  action  of  detinue  was 
the  proper  remedy  where  there  was  a  wrongful  detainer  of  per- 
sonal property.  This  action  would  lie  wherever  the  defendant  bad 
been  in  possession,  whether  he  retained  it,  or  had  wrongfully 
parted  with  it.  Jpnes  v.  Dowle,  9  Mees.  &  Wels.  19  ;  Garth  v. 
Bbward,  6  Car.  &  P.  346.  In  this  State,  when  the  action  of 
detinue  was  abolished  by  statute  (2  R.  S.  663,  §  16),  the  action  of  re- 
plevin was  extended  so  as  to  cover  the  cases  formerly  included  in 
both  actions.  2  R.  S.  522,  §  1 ;  Snow  v.  Roy,  22  Wend.  602. 
The  Code  has  not  changed  the  rule.    Therefore,  where  one  has 
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obtained  possession  of  goods  by  frand,  and  has  transferred  th6 
same  to  a  third  party  by  Ussignment,  both  the  vendee  of  the 
goods  and  his  assignee  are  liable  to  a  joint  action  by  the 
vendor  to  recover  possession.  Nichols  v.  Michael^  28  N.  Y. 
(9  Smith)  364.  Bnt  where  personal  property  has  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  defendant  by  the  delivery  of  the  wrong-doer,  it 
is  not  nntil  after  a  refusal  to  deliver  it  up  on  demand  that  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  the  property  will  lie  against  him.  Ely 
V.  MJdey  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst)  506  ;  Barrett  v.  Warren^  3  Hill,  348 ; 
FvU&r  V.  Lewis,  13'  How,  219 ;  S.  C,  8  Abb.  388 ;  Howell  v. 
Kroosej  2  id.  167 ;  S.  C,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  357. 

So  the  action  of  replevin  will  lie  at  the  suit  of  the  owner,  to  re- 
cover the  possession  of  goods  that  have  been  willfolly  mingled 
with  those  of  a  trespasser.  Silshury  v.  MoOoorVy  3  N.  Y. 
(3  Comst)  379 ;  S.  C,  4  Denio,  332 ;  6  HDl,  426 ;  Betts  v.  Lee, 
6  Johns.  348.  The  only  condition  requisite  to  a  recovery  is  that 
the  plaintiff  shall  be  able  to  identify  the  property  as  his  own. 
Any  change  in  the  form  of  the  property,  or  any  amount  of  labor 
or  skill  expended  upon  it,  will  not  divest  the  owner  of  his  title, 
or  give  a  Uen  to  the  wrong-doer.  lb.  Thus,  where  one  wrong- 
fully takes  trees,  and  saws  them  into  plank  or  boards,  the  owner 
may  replevy  the  plank  or  bring  trover  for  their  conversion. 
Brown  v.  8ax,  7  Cow.  95.  Or  where  wood  has  been  converted 
into  coal,  com  into  whisky,  leather  into  boots  or  shoes,  cloth 
into  garments,  or  trees  into  rails.  Silsbury  v.  McGoon,  3  N.  Y. 
(3  Comst)  380,  note.  The  mere  taking  by  one  party  of  the  miU 
logs  of  another,  and  mingling  them  with  his  own,  wiU  not  con- 
stitute a  confusion  of  goods.  But  where  such  party  fraudulently 
takes  the  logs  and  manufactures  them  into  boards,  and  inter- 
nuxes  those  boards  with  his  own,  so  that  they  cannot  be  distin- 
guished, with  the  intent  of  thereby  depriving  the  plaintiff  of  his 
pro])erty,  the  owner  of  the  logs  may  maintain  replevin  for  the 
whole  pile  of  boards.     Wingaie  v.  Smith,  20  Me.  287. 

If  a  party  having  charge  of  the  property  of  another  so  con- 
founds it  with  his  own  that  the  line  of  distinction  cannot  be 
traced,  it  is  for  him  to  distinguish  his  own  property  or  lose  it 
Hart  V.  Ten  Eyck,  2  Johns.  Ch.  62. 

As  a  rule,  the  original  owner  of  the  prox)erty  may  recover  it 
from  the  nefndee  of  a  wrongful  taker,  so  long  as  he  can  identify 
it  SiUbury  v.  MoOoon,  3  N.  Y.  (3  Comst.)  379  ;  S.  C,  4  Denio, 
332 ;  6  Hill,  425 ;  Joslin  v.  Cowee,  60  Barb.  48. 
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On  execution  —  When  the  action  does  not  lie. 

c.  On  exectdion.  The  rule  as  to  where  replevin  will  lie  against 
a  sheriflF  or  other  officer  to  recover  property  taken  on  execution, 
or  on  a  tax  warrant,  has  been  given,  ante,  716,  717,  in  article  2, 
section  3,  c. ,  of  this  chapter.  The  Revised  Statutes  provide,  that  no 
replevin  shall  lie  at  the  suit  of  the  defendant  in  any  execution  or 
attachment  to  recover  goods  or  chattels  seized  by  virtue  thereof, 
unless  such  goods  and  chattels  are  exemj)ted  by  law  from  such 
execution  or  attachment ;  nor  shall  a  replevin  lie  for  such  goods 
or  chattels  at  the  suit  of  any  other  person,  unless  he  shall  at  the 
time  have  a  right  to  reduce  into  his  possession  the  goods  taken. 
2  R.  S.  523  (540),  §  5.  The  Code  contains  a  similar  provision. 
Code,  §  207.  A  defendant  in  the  execution  cannot  bring  reple- 
vin against  the  officer.  Gardner  v.  Campbell^  15  Johns.  401.  As 
to  such  defendant,  the  property  is  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and 
he  is  concluded  by  the  judgment  against  him.  But  this  rule  has 
no  application  to  the  rights  of  a  stranger  whose  property  has 
been  wrongfully  taken  on  an  execution  against  another  person. 
In  such  a  case  replevin  will  lie  against  the  officer  levying  on  the 
property  and  the  plaintiff  directing  the  levy.  Clark  v.  Skinner^ 
20  Johns.  465 ;  Dunham  v.  Wyckoff,  3  Wend.  280 ;  AUen  v. 
Orary^  10  id.  349 ;  Acker  v.  Campbell^  23  id.  372 ;  Marsh  v. 
Backus^  16  Barb.  483. 

Section  5.  When  the  action  does  not  lie. 

a.  Where  the  property  is  restored  b^ore  action.  Replevin 
will  not  lie  where  the  defendant  restores  the  property  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  or  where  he  unconditionally  offers 
to  restore  it  before  suit  brought.  Nosser  v.  Corwin^  36  How. 
540 ;  Christie  v.  Corbett^  34  id.  19 ;  Savage  v.  Perkins^  11 
id.  17.  ^  The  approval  of  the  undertaking  by  the  sheriff  is  not 
the  allowance  of  a  provisional  remedy  within  the  meaning  of  sec- 
tion 139  of  the  Code,  and  does  not  determine  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  and  if  the  property  sought  to  be 
recovered  is  unconditionally  tendered  to  the  plaintiff  before  the 
service  of  the  summons,  an  action  of  replevin  will  not  lie.  lb. 

b.  Where  property  replevied  is  in  hands  of  officer.  Replevin 
will  not  lie  at  the  suit  of  a  stranger  to  the  action,  to  recover  from 
the  sheriff  or  other  officer  the  goods  taken  in  pursuance  of  sec- 
tion 206  of  the  Code.  The  only  remedy  given  to  such  third  party 
is  that  prescribed  by  section  216  of  the  Code.  Edgerton  v.  Ross^ 
6  Abb.  189 ;  Hunt  v.  Mootry^  10  How.  478 ;  JffaskinsY.  Kelly,  1 
Abb.  N.  S.  63 ;  S.  C,  1  Rob.  160. 
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c.  Where  prohibited  hy  statute.  From  considerations  of 
public  policy,  the  statutes  declare  that  replevin  shall  not  lie  to 
recover  goods  or  chattels  subject  to  and  taken  under  execution, 
when  such  recovery  is  sought  by  the  defendant  in  the  execution, 
and  that  no  replevin  shall  lie  for  the  recovery  of  any  property 
taken  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  for  the  collection  of  any  tax,  as- 
sessment or  fine,  in  pursuance  of  any  statute  of  this  State.  2  R. 
S.  623  (640),  §§  4,  5 ;  3  id.  (6th  ed.)  845,  §§  4,  6  ;  Code,  §  207.  See 
aTde,  717,  §  3,  c,  §  4,  c;  Hudler  v.  Gold^,  36  N.  Y.  (9  Tiff.)  446 ; 
S.  C,  2  Trans.  App.  316  ;  StockweU  v,  Yeitoh^  38  Barb.  660 ;  S. 
C,  16  Abb.  412 ;  O' ReiUy  v.  Good,  42  Barb.  521 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb 
106;  aide,  712. 

d.  Real  property.  Replevin  will  not  lie  for  the  recovery  of 
any  property  other  than  personal.  See  art  2,  §  1,  ej^  of  this 
chapter. 

e.  Personal  property.  Replevin  will  not  lie  for  the  recovery 
of  money,  unless  si)ecifically  described,  and  the  plaintiff  shows 
himself  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  specific  money  described. 
Sager  v.  Blain^  44  N.  Y.  (6  Hand)  446.  Nor  can  a  recovery  be 
had,  as  for  money  had  and  received,  when  the  action  is  in  the 
form  of  replevin.  lb. 

f.  Btf&re  demand.  Replevin  will  not  lie  against  a  party 
l^ally  in  i)ossession  of  the  property  of  another  before  demand 
and  refasaL    See  post,  724,  art  3,  §  1,  a. 

Section  6.  Election  of  remedies. 

a.  In  general.  The  proposition  is  too  well  established  to  need 
the  citation  of  authorities  in  its  support,  that  trespass  de  bonis 
asportatis  and  replevin  in  the  cepit;  or  trover  and  replevin  in 
the  detin^t  are  concurrent  remedies.  The  remedies  are  distinct, 
although  the  facts  that  give  the  right  of  action  in  one  case  gives 
the  right  in  the  other.  It  is  the  demand  for  relief  that  determines 
the  nature  of  the  action.  Spalding  v.  Spalding^  3  How.  297 ; 
S.  C,  1  Code  R.  64 ;  Dows  v.  Green^  3  How.  377 ;  Seymour  v. 
Van  Curen^  18  id.  94.  But,  although  the  plaintiff  has  his  elec- 
tion between  the  Remedies  given,  he  cannot  have  both  in  the  same 
action.  He  must  elect  between  the  remedies,  and,  having  made 
his  election*  must  abide  by  it  lb.  See  Morris  v.  Reaford^  18 
N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  552 ;  Bank  of  Beloit  v.  Beale,  34  id.  (7  Tiff.) 
473  ;  S.  C,  7  Bosw.  611 ;  20  How.  331 ;  11  Abb.  376.  Where  the 
complaint  sets  up  a  cause  of  action  in  trover,  and  the  relief  de- 
manded is  damages  for  the  conversion,  the  plaintiff  cannot  have 
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both  the  delivery  of  the  property  under  section  306  of  the  Code 
and  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint.  Seymour  r.  Van 
OureUj  18  How.  94  ;  MaosweU  v.  Farnam^  7  id*  236 ;  Spdldmg  v. 
SpaZd'ingy  3  id.  297.  Neither  can  the  plaintiff  in  replevin  have 
the  defendant  arrested  and  held  to  bail  nnder  section  179  of  the 
Code,  and  also  have  the  property  delivered  to  him  before  jndg* 
ment  in  the  action.    CJiappel  v.  Skinner^  6  How.  338. 

Where  a  vendor  sells  goods  for  cash  on  delivery,  and  fails  to 
get  payment  according  to  contract,  he  may  either  consider  the 
delivery  absolute  and  rely  on  the  responsibility  of  his  vendee,  or 
he  may  disaffirm  the  contract  and  replevy  his  property.  But 
he  cannot  do  both,  '^  The  law  tolerates  no  such  absurdity  as  the 
seizure  of  goods  by  a  person  claiming  that  he  has  never  sold 
them,  and  an  action  by  the  same  person,  founded  on  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  the  same  goods,  for  the  recovery  of  the  price."  Mar- 
ris  V.  Beaford,  18  N.  Y.  (4  Smith)  663 ;  Barik  of  Belait  v.  Becdey 
34  id.  (7  Tiff.)  473 ;  S.  C,  7Bosw.  611 ;  ^  How.  331 ;  11  Abb. 
376. 

Section  7.  Local  or  transitory. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code,  in  section  123,  provides  that  actions 
for  the  recovery  of  personal  property  distrained  for  any  cause 
must  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which  the  subject  of  the  action  or 
some  part  thereof  is  situated.  Before  the  Code,  replevin  was 
declared  a  local  action.  Williams  v.  Welch^  5  Wend.  290 ; 
Atkinson  v.  Bolcomby  4  Cow.  46.  But  the  action  was  so  far 
transitory  under  the  English  statutes  that  the  plaintiff  might 
bring  his  action  in  any  county  where  the  defendant  had  had  ^e 
goods  since  the  taking.    F.  N.  B.  69. 


ARTICLE  III. 

PBOCEEDIKGS  BEFORE  TAKING  PROPERTY. 

Section  1.  Demand  before  action. 

a.  In  general.  Before  commencing  an  action  for  the  recovery 
of  the  possession  of  personal  property  wrongfully  detained,  the 
plaintiff  should  make  a  formal  demand  for  its  delivery.  Where 
the  defendant  came  lawfully  into  the  possession  of  the  property 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  he  can  be  guilty  of  no  unlawful  deten- 
tion, except  after  due  demand,  and  a  refusal  on  his  i>art,  subse- 
quent to  the  demand,  to  deliver  up  the  property  to  ^e  plainttfll 
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Sluyter  v.  WUUaTos^  87  How- 109  ;  S.  C,  1  Sweeny,  215  ;  Ross 
V.  Oassidy,  27  How.  416 ;  White  y.  Dodds,  28  id.  197 ;  8,  C,  42 
Barb.  664 ;  18  Abb.  260.  Against  an  original  wrong-doer  no 
demand  is  necessary.  lb.  Rofh  v.  Palmer^  27  Barb.  662.  But 
where  the  defendant  came  into  possession  of  the  property  by 
the  delivery  of  the  wrong-doer,  and  merely  drains  it  or  receives 
it  from  the  original  owner,  with  his  consent,  as  under  contract,  or 
by  license,  the  possession  is  lawful,  and  a  demand  is  necessary 
before  action.  Fuller  v.  Lewis^  13  How.  219 ;  8.  C,  3  Abb.  383  ; 
White  Y,  Dodds,  28  How.  197 ;  8.  C,  42  Barb.  664 ;  18  Abb.  260  ; 
TaUman  v.  Twrck,  26  Barb.  167.  If  on  demand  the  defendant 
offers  unconditionally  to  restore  the  property,  the  object  of  the 
suit  is  already  attained,  ancL  an  action  of  replevin  will  not  lie. 
Sawige  v.  PerkiTis^  11  How.  117. 

Section  2.  At  what  time  remedy  may  be  had. 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  authorizes  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action 
to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  property,  to  claim  its  im- 
mediate delivery,  either  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  the  sum- 
mons, or  at  any  time  before  answer.  Code,  §  206.  The  right  to 
the  remedy  is  given  only  where  the  requirements  of  the  statute, 
in  respect  to  the  preliminaries  to  the  action,  have  been  fulfilled 
by  the  plaintiff.  When  this  has  been  done,  the  right  to  the 
remedy  is  absolute.  Nosser  v.  Corwin^  36  How.  640.  The  defend- 
ant, by  serving  an  answer  to  the  complaint,  may  defeat  the  plain- 
tiff's  right  to  demand  the  return  of  the  specific  chattels  claimed 
before  a  final  judgment  in  his  favor,  if  the  provisional  remedy 
given  by  the  Code  has  not  been  resorted  to  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action.  The  remedy  can  only  be  obtained  before  answer. 
Code,  §  206.  Where  the  plaintiff  recovers  in  the  action,  the 
judgment  in  his  favor  will  entitie  him  to  the  possession  of  the 
specific  chattel  and  all  the  advantage  he  might  have  obtained 
under'  the  remedy,  even  though  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
enforce  its  delivery  under  the  pirovisions  of  section  206  of  the 
Code.  The  spirit  of  this  section  is  not  to  compel  the  plaintiff  to 
resort  to  the  provisional  remedy  in  every  action  to  recover  the 
possession  of  a  specific  chattel,  but  to  fix  a  time  and  prescribe  a 
manner  in  which  the  remedy  must  be  had,  if  at  all.  YogelY, 
BddcocJc^  1  Abb.  176 ;  Corhin  v.  Milton^  27  How.  76. 

Hectioii  S.  Action^  how  and  when  commenced. 

a.  In  general.  The  action  of  replevin,  or,  as  it  is  called  under 
the  Code,  ^^the  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  per- 
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sonal  property,"  must  be  commenced,  like  all  other  actions,  by 
the  service  of  a  summons.  Code,  §  1?7.  The  Code  provides  in 
section  139  that  from  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  sum- 
mons in  a  civil  action,  or  the  allowance  of  a  provisional  remedy, 
the  court  is  deemed  to  have  acquired  jurisdiction  and  to  have 
control  of  aU  the  subsequent  proceedings.  The  latter  clause  of  this 
section  does  not  apply  to  the  provisional  remedy,  called  "claim 
and  delivery,"  but  has  reference  only  to  those  remedies  allowed 
by  the  court,  and  which  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  exercise 
of  strictly  judicial  power.  Nasser  v.  Corwin^  36  How.  640. 
The  right  to  the  remedy,  and  to  the  proceedings  under  it,  is  com- 
plete when  the  summons  is  issued  and  placed  with  the  proper 
undertaking  and  affidavit  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  for  service. 
Tracy  v.  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company^  9  Bosw. 
396.  But  the  action  is  not  commenced  thereby,  but  may  be  de- 
feated by  the  delivery  of  the  property  to  the  plaintifi^  and  its 
acceptance  by  liim  at  any  time  before  the  actual  service  of  the 
summons.  Oristie  v.  CorbeUy  34  How.  19 ;  Nosser  v.  OorvnUj  36 
id.  540.  See,  also,  Traey  v.  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad 
Company^  9  Bosw.  396 ;  Savage  v.  Perkins^  11  How.  17. 

Section  4.  Affidavit. 

a.  Requisites  of  affidavit  Where  a  delivery  of  the  property 
is  claimed  before  judgment,  an  affidavit  must  be  made  by  the 
plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf,  showing :  1,  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  the  owner  of  the  property  claimed,  or  is  lawfully  entitled 
to  its  possession  by  virtue  of  a  special  property  therein ;  2,  that 
the  property  is  wrongfully  detained  by  the  defendant ;  3,  the 
alleged  cause  of  the  detention  of  the  property,  according  to  the 
affiant's  best  knowledge,  information  and  belief;  4,  that  the 
same  has  not  been  taken  for  a  tax,  assessment  or  fine,  pursuant 
to  a  statute ;  or  seized  under  an  execution  or  attachment  against 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff ;  or,  if  so  seized,  that  it  is  by  statute 
exempt  from  such  seizure ;  5,  the  actual  value  of  the  property. 
Code,  §  207. 

Where  the  plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  the  property  claimed,  and 
seeks  to  recover  it  on  that  ground,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  allege 
directiy  the  fact  of  ownership,  in  connection  with  the  other  mate- 
rial allegations.  Burns  v.  Rohhins^  1  Code  R.  62.  See  Van- 
denhurgh  v.  Van  Yalkenburgh^  8  Barb.  217 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R. 
N.  S.  169.  But  where  the  plaintiff  is  not  the  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty claimed,  but  has  a  special  property  therein  which  entities 
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Mm  to  the  possession,  the  facts  showing  such  special  proJ)erty 
should  be  set  forth  in  the  affidavit,  that  the  court  may  decide 
upon  the  existence  of  such  special  property,  and  the  right  of 
the  plaintiff  to  the  possession  of  the  property.  Depew  v.  Leal^ 
2  Abb.  131. 

The  affidavit  should  also  minutely  describe  the  property 
claimed.  Code,  §  207.  And  the  property  should  be  described 
as  it  exists  at  the  time  of  making  the  affidavit.  As,  where  the 
logs  of  the  plaintiff  have  been  wrongfully  taken  and  converted 
into  boards,  the  plaintiff,  in  his  affidavit,  should  describe  the 
property  as  boards.  He  cannot  describe  it  as  mill  logs  and 
recover  boards.     Wingate  v.  Smithy  20  Me.  287. 

The  plaintiff  may  safely  allege  that  the  defendant  wrongfully 
detains  the  property,  although  he  may  have  knowledge  at  the 
time  that  the  property  ia  not  in  the  defendant's  possession. 
Brockway  v.  Burnwp^  16  Barb.  309 ;  NichoU  v.  Michael^  23  N. 
Y.  (9  Smith)  264  ;  Ross  v.  Cassidy,  27  How.  416. 

Where  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  property  seized  on  execu- 
tion, he  must  show,  by  a  detailed  statement  of  facts,  that  the 
property  seized  was  exempt  from  execution.  Spalding  v.  Spald- 
ing, 3  How.  297 ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  64.  The  mfere  belief  of  the 
plaintiff  will  always  be  insufficient  where  the  law  has  required 
proof  of  a  fact  by  affidavit.    Roberts  v.  WiUard^  1  Code  R.  100. 

Affidavit  and  Notice  in  Replevin. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

A.  B.,  plaintiff, 

G.  D.,  defendant. 


County  of  ,  ss: 

A.  B.,  of  ,  being  sworn,  says: 

I.  That  he  is  the  plaintiff  in  the  aboveTcntitled  action,  and  is 
the  lawful  owner,  and  is  lawfully  entitled  to  the  possession 
of  the  following  articles  of  personal  property,  namely :  {Describe 
the  property  minutely.) 

II.  That  the  said  property  is  wrongfully  detained  by  C.  D.,  the 
defendant  above  named. 

III.  That  the  alleged  cause  of  the  detention  thereof,  according 
to  deponent's  best  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  is  as 
follows :  {State  the  alleged  caicse. ) 

IV.  That  the  said  property  has  not,  nor  has  any  jyart  thereof, 
been  taken  for  a  tax,  assessment  or  fine  pursuant  to  statute, 
or  seized  under  an  execution  or  attachment  against  the  property 
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of  the  said  plaintiff  (Or^  if  so  seized^  omit  the  third  aUegaUan 
and  continue  exoept  as  bereinaftar  stated.)* 

That  the  said  C.  1).  claims  to  be  the  sheriff  of  ooxuity, 

and  ^8  such  sheriff  to  have  levied  upon  the  said  property  under 
an  execution  alleged  to  have  been  issued  against  fiie  property  of 
this  plaintiff,  which  is  the  alleged  cause  or  the  detention  of  said 
property,  according  to  deponent's  best  knowledge,  information 
and  behef. 

That  this  plaintiff  is  a  householder  aad  resides  in  this  State, 
and  that  the  said  property  is  a  part  of  his  necessary  household 
furniture,  the  whole  value  of  which  was  less  In  the  aggregate 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  besides  the  articles  specified 
in  the  Revised  Statutes  as  exempt,  and  that  the  said  property 
so  seized  by  the  said  C.  D.  is  exem])t  by  law  from  levv  and 
sale  on  execution  as  deponent  is  advised  by  his  counsel  and 
verily  believes,  {or  state  any  other  fact  shcywing  that  the  prop- 
erty was  exempt) 

V .  That  the  actual  value  of  said  property,  according  to  this 
deponent' s  best  judgment  and  belief,  is  dollars. 

{jurat.)  {Signature.) 

h.  Oontrovertiv^  affidavit  Where  property  has  been  improp- 
erly taken  in  an  action  in  the  nature  of  replevin,  the  afl9idavit 
of  the  plaintiff  may  be  controverted  in  an  action  to  set  aside  the 
proceedings  to  obtain  in  immediate  delivery.  O^HeiUy  v.  Goody 
42  Barb.  531 ;  S.  C,  18  Abb.  106.  In  the  absence  of  proof  to  the 
contrary,  the  court  will  assume  the  allegations  of  the  plaintiff  to 
be  true.  Kn^hue  v.  WilliaTos^  1  Duer,  697 ;  S.  C,  11  N.  Y.  Leg. 
Obs.  187. 

Section  5.  Bequisition  on  affidavit. 

a.  In  general.  Having  made  the  necessary  affidavit,  the  next 
step  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  to  indorse  upon  it  a  requisition 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  the  property  claimed  may  be, 
to  take  the  same  from  the  defendant  and  deliver  it  to  the  plain- 
tiff. Code,  §  208.  The  affidavit  and  requisition  taken  together 
are  in  the  nature  of  process.  0  ^HeiUy  v.  Goody  42  Barb.  621 ;  S. 
C,  18  Abb.  106. 

Requisition  to  he  indorsed  on  affidavit 

SUPREME  COURT. 

A.  B,,  plaintiff, 
agst. 
C.  D.,  defendants. 


To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 

You  are  hereby  required  to  take  the  personal  property,  men* 
tioned  and  described  in  the  within  affidavit,  from  tne  said  defend 
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ant,  CD.,  and  deUver  the  same  to  the  said  plaintiff  in  this 
action. 

Dated  ^         ,  187 .  .  O.  P., 

Attorney  for  plairUiff. 

Section  6.  Security  on  part  of  plaintiff. 

a.  Approval  by  sheriff.  The  plaintiff  is  required  by  the  Code  to 
furnish  security  in  the  form  of  a  written  undertaking,  executed 
by  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  approved  by  the  sheriff,  to  the 
effect  that  they  are  bound  in  double  the  value  of  the  property  as 
stated  in  the  affidavit,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  action,  for  the 
return  of  the  property  to  the  defendant,  if  return  thereof  be 
adjudged,  and  for  the  payment  to  him  of  such  sum  as  may  for 
any  cause  be  recovered  against  the  plaintiff.  Code,  §  209.  This 
approval  of  the  undertaking  by  the  sheriff  is  a  ministerial  act, 
and  one  for  his  protection.  But  he  cannot  arbitrarily  refuse  to 
approve  the  sureties  when  given  in  conformity  to  statute.  Nosser 
V.  Oorwiiij  36  How.  540.  The  sheriff  should  indorse  his  appro- 
val on  the  undertaking.  Burns  v.  Hobbins,  1  Code  R.  62:  But 
before  so  doing  it  is  his  duty  to  require  the  sureties  to  justify, 
or,  if  the  security  offered  is  by  way  of  mortgage  on  real  estate,  to 
require  proof  of  the  value  of  the  mortgaged  property.  Rule  9, 
Supreme  Court.  In  no  case  can  the  sheriff  legally  dispense  with 
the  undertaking,  and  all  proceedings  will  be  irregular  where 
such  security  is  not  given.  Potter  v.  LewiSy  18  Wend.  519 ; 
Wilson  V.  WiUiamSy  id.  58J . 

The  number  of  sureties  given  is  immaterial,  if  the  amount  justi- 
fied to  is  equal  in  the  aggregate  to  double  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty claimed,  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff.  Code; 
§  209 ;  OraTiam  v.  Wells,  18  How.  376. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  Code  entitling  a  party  to  have  any 
security  other  than  the  undertaking  approved  by  the  sheriff, 
however  inadequate  the  amount  for  which  it  is  given,  and  the 
only  remedy  for  the  defendant  where  sham  security  is  taken,  is 
in  an  action  against  the  sheriff.  De  Reguie  v.  Lewis,  3  Rob.  708  ; 
Manley  v.  Patterson,  3  Code  R.  89.  This  undertaking  is  condi- 
tioned for  the  payment  to  the  defendant  of  such  sum  as  may  for 
any  cause  be  recovered  against  the  plaintiff  in  the  action.  Code, 
§  209. 

This  includes  the  costs  at  the  special  term,  or  on  appeal  to  the 
general  term,  or  to  the  court  of  appeals.    Tibbies  v.  0*  Connor^ 
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38  Baxb.  538.  So  the  undertaking  is  a  substantial  compliance 
with  requirements  of  the  Revised  Statutes  in  relation  to  a  bond 
for  security  for  costs  to  be  given  by  non-residen(  plaintiffs,  and 
no  farther  security  need  be  given.  Wisconsin  Marine  <fe  JFire 
Insurance  Co.  Bank  v.  Hohhs^  22  How,  494,  See  Boucher  v. 
Pia,  14  Abb.  1 ;  S.  C,  8  Bosw.  691. 

Plaintiff^  s  undertaking  in  repZevin. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

A,  B.,  plaintiff, 

ag»t. 
G.  D.,  defendant. 


Whereas,  the  plamtiff  alleges  that  the  defendant  has  in 
possession,  and  wrongfully  detains  certain  personal  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  said  plaintSif  of  the  estimated  value  of 
dollars,  and  the  said  plaintiff  being  about  to  commence 
an  action  to  recover  the  possession  oi  said  property ;  and 
whereas,  the  said  plaintiff  claims  the  immediate  delivery  of  the 
said  property  to  ,  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  , 

pursuant  to  statute. 
Now,  therefore,  we,  M.  N.,  of  the  ,  of  ,  county  of 

,  by  occupation  a  ,  and  O.  K.,  of  said  and 

county,  by  occupation  a  ,  do  hereby  undertake  and  bind 

ourselves  to  the  defendant  in  the  sum  of  dollars,  for  the 

prosecution  of  the  said  action,  and  for  the  return  to  the  said  de- 
fendant of  the  said  property,  if  a  return  thereof  be  adjudged, 
and  for  the  payment  to  the  said  defendant  of  such  sum  as  maj-, 
for  any  cause,  be  recovered  in  said  action  against  said  plaintiff. 
Dated  this       •   day  of  ,  18    . 

{Signatures.) 

State  of  New  York,  )      . 

county,      f 

On  this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

dred and  ,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  appeared  M.  N.  and 

O.  K,,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  same  persons  described 
in,  and  who  executed  the  above  undertaking,  and  severally  ac- 
knowledged that  they  executed  the  same. 

{Bignature  of  Officer.) 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

county.      )      • 

M.  N.  and  O.  K.,  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  undertaking, 
being  severally  sworn,  each  for  himself,  says  ne  is  a  householder 
of  this  State,  and  that  he  is  worth  in  property  not  exempt  from 


KEPLEVIN,  OR  CLAIM  AND  DELIVERY.        731 

Amendment  of  undertaking  —  Service  of  papers  on  defendant  hj  sheriff. 

execution,  the  sum  of  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts 

or  responsibilities  which  he  owes  or  has  incurred. 

M.  N., 
O.K. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  ) 
this  day  of  ,  18    .    ) 

{Signature.) 

I  certify  that  I  find  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  undertaking 
sufficient,  and  do  approve  and  allow  the  same. 

R.  S.,  sheriff. 

By  O.  H.,  his  deputy. 

b.  Amendment  of  undertaking.  An  undertaking  once  exe- 
cuted cannot  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  sureties. 
Burns  v.  Bobbins^  1  Code  R.  62.  The  undertaking  may  be 
amended,  however,  by  the  court,  or  a  new  undertaking  given 
nunc  pro  tunc.  Code,  §  173 ;  Decker  v.  Judson^  16  N.  Y.  (2 
Smith)  439  ;  Cutler  v.  RaOibcme,  1  Hill,  204  ;  Newland  v.  WiJr 
letts,  1  Barb.  20;  Hawley  v.  Bates,  19  Wend.  632 ;  Whaling  v. 
Shales,  20  id.  673.  The  rules  of  the  supreme  court  require 
that  all  bonds  and  undertakings,  and  other  securities  in  writing, 
shall  be  duly  proved  or  acknowledged  in  like  manner  as  deeds 
of  real  estate,  before  the  same  shall  be  received  or  filed.  Rule 
9.  But  where  this  rule  is  not  complied  with,  the  defect  may  be 
cured  on  application  to  the  court,  and  on  such  terms  as  the 
court  may  deem  just.  Conklin  v.  Dvicher,  5  How.  386 ;  S.  C, 
1  Code  R.  N.  S.  49 ;  McLaren  v.  Charrier,  5  Paige,  530 ;  JRida- 
bock  V.  Lern/j  8  id.  197 ;  Harrington  v.  American  lAfe  Insur- 
ance &  Trust  Co.,  1  Barb.  244. 

Section  7.  Serviee  of  papers  on  defendant  by  sheriff. 

a.  In  generaZ.  Immediately  on  executing  the  requisition  by 
taking  the  property  described  in  the  affidavit,  the  sheriff  should 
deliver  to  the  defendant  personally  a  copy  of  the  affidavit,  notice 
and  undertaking  ;  or  if  the  defendant  cannot  be  found,  by  deliv- 
ering such  papers  to  his  agent  from  whom  the  property  is  taken. 
Where  neither  the  defendant,  nor  any  one  in  possession  of  the 
property  can  be  found,  the  papers  will  be  sufficiently  served  by 
leaving  them  with  some  person  of  suitable  age  and  discretion,  at 
the  usual  place  of  abode  of  either.  Code,  §  209.  But  service 
should  never  be  made  on  the  agent  wheii  it  can  be  made  on  the 
principal. 
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Section  8.  Exeeptlon  to  sureties  by  defendant. 

a.  IngeneraZ.  At  any  time  within  three  days  after  the  service 
of  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  and  undertaking,  the  defendant  may 
give  notice  to  the  sheriff  that  he  excepts  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
sureties,  and  if  he  fails  to  give  notice  within  this  time  he  will  be 
deemed  to  have  waived  aU  objection  to  them.  Code,  §  210.  This 
time  is  given  to  the  defendant  to  allow  him  to  determine  whether 
he  will  claim  the  re-delivery  of  the  property  during  the  action, 
or  permit  the  plaii^tiff  to  retain  it  until  the  right  to  the  possession 
is  determined  by  the  court.  Oraham  v.  WelU^  18  How.  376.  If 
he  elects  to  reclaim  the  property,  no  exception  to  the  sureties  of 
the  plaintiff  would  be  proper,  as  it  would  bar  him  of  the  right 
to  its  re-delivery.    Code,  §  210 ;  Graham  v.  WeTlB^  18  How.  376. 

Section  9.  Jostiflcation  of  plaintiff  ^s  sureties. 

a.  Manner  of  justification.  Where  the  defendant  elects  to 
permit  the  plaintiff  to  hold  the  property  during  the  pendency  of 
the  action,  and  he  excepts  to  the  plaintiff's  sureties,  they  mast 
justify  on  notice,  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  bail  on  an  arrest 
Code,  §  210.     See  ante,  647,  648.     • 

On  the  receipt  of  the  notice  that  the  defendant  excepts  to  the 
sureties  on  the  undertaking,  the  sheriff  or  plaintiff  may  at  any 
time  within  ten  days  give  notice  to  the  defendant  of  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  sureties,  before  a  judge  of  the  court  or  county 
judge,  at  a  time  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  days  there- 
after. Code,  §  193.  The  qualifications  of  sureties  and  their  jus- 
tification must  be  such  as  are  prescribed  by  sections  194  and  195 
in  respect  to  bail  upon  an  order  of  arrest.  Code,  §  213.  See 
Justification  of  Bail,  ante,  647,  648,  687. 

Where  the  sureties,  fail  to  justify  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
notice,  further  time  may  be  allowed  for  good  cause  shown.  But 
a  new  notice  of  justification  must  in  that  case  be  given.  Bums 
V.  Bobbins,  1  Code  R.  62.  For  the  purposes  of  bail,  a  surety 
who  rents  and  occupies  within  the  State  a  portion  of  a  building 
for  business  purposes  is  to  be  deemed  a  householder.  Somerset, 
etc.,  Savings  Ba/ak  v.  Huyck,  83  How.  323. 

b.  Action  on  undertaTcing.  Where  judgment  is  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  defendant  in  an  action  of  replevin,  and  where  an 
execution  against  the  property  has  been  returned  unsatisfied,  the 
defendant  may  bring  an  action  on  the  undertaking  to  recover  the 
value  of  the  property  replevied,  and  his  damages  and  costs. 

The  liability  of  the  sureties  in  the  undertaking  becomes  fixed 
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OH  the  recovery  of  judgment,  and  there  is  no  other  condition  to 
be  complied  with  by  the  plaintiff,  as  a  pre-reqnisite  to  the  right 
to  sue  tiiem  on  it.  No  leave  of  the  court  is  necessary.  lAmng- 
Stan  V.  HamToer^  7  Bosw.  670 ;  Neto  Tork  Central  Insurance 
Company  v.  Safford^  10  How.  344. 

•  Where  the  judgment  rendered  against  the  plaintiff  is  appealed 
from,  the  sureties  will  be  liable  in  the  action  on  the  undertaking 
for  the  costs  of  the  appeal,  as  well  as  in  the  original  action. 
Tibbies  V.  0 '  Connor^  28  Barb.'  538.  No  assignment  of  the  un- 
dertaking to  the  defendant  is  n^c^ssary  where  the  promise  is  to 
the  defendant  x)eTSonally.  Decker  v.  Anderson^  39  Barb.  346. 
And  where  the  promise  contained  in  the  undertaking  is  made  to 
the  sheriff,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  an  assignment  of  the  un- 
dertaking, on  request,  even  though  he  may  have  excepted  to  the 
sureties  and  they  have  Mled  to  justify.  lb.  Where,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  the  undertaking  has  no^  in  terms,  any  obligee 
or  promisee,  it  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  given  to  either. 
lb.  In  this  case,  mere  manual  delivery  to  the  party  in  interest 
will  constitute  a  suifficient  assignment.  lb.  Where  the  under- 
taking is  in  form  a  joint  obligation,  it  will  be  presumed  that  it 
was  intended  that  the  liability  should  be  several  as  well  as  joint, 
and  effect  wiU  be  given  to  it  according  to  that  intention.  An  action 
can  be  brought  upon  it  against  either  of  the  parties  to  the  instru- 
ment. Morange  v.  Mudge^  6  Abb.  243. 
Section  10.  Sheriff's  liability  until  justtftcation. 
a.  In  general.  The  sheriff  is  responsible  for  the  sufficiency  of 
the  sureties  until  the  objection  to  them  is  either  waived  by  a  fail- 
ure to  except  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  or  until  they  shall 
justify,  or  new  sureties  shall  be  substituted  and  justify.  Code, 
§210. 
Seetien  11»  Setting  asi4e  proceedings. 

a.  In  general.   Whenever  property  has  been  improperly  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  party  in  possession,  in  an  action  of  replevin 
>  the  remedy  of  such  party  is  to  move  to  set  aside  the  proceedings 

^  had  to  obtain  an  immediate  delivery  of  the  property  taken. 

aReilly  y.  Goody  4St  Barb.  621  j  S.  C,  18  Abb.  106.    This  motion 
^  will  be  granted  where  a  third  party,  claiming  the  right  to  the  pos- 

ft^  session  of  replevied  property,  mistakes  his  remedy  and  improperly 

^'  obtains  possession  of  it  in  an  action  in  the  nature  of  replevin. 

(f-  Edgertan  v.  Boss^  6  Abb.  189.    So  the  motion  will  be  granted 

^  where  the  plaintiff  has  first  obtained  an  order  of  arrest  and  held 
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the  defendant  to  bail,  and  afterward  obtained  possession  of  tlie 
property  under  the  provisional  remedy  given  in  section  206  of 
the  Code.  Having  a  right  to  no  remedy  but  that  first  chosen,  the 
affidavit,  reqmsition  and  undertaking  mast  be  set  aside  on  mo- 
tion, and  the  property  restored  to  the  defendant  Ghappel  v. 
Skinner,  6  How.  338.  The  motion  will  be  proper  where  the  affi- 
davit upon  which  the  plaintiff  obtained  the  delivery  of  the  goods 
is  defective.  Bepew  v.  Leal,  2  Abb.  131 ;  Wisconsin  Marine 
and  Fire  Insurance  Co.  Bank  v.  Hobbs,  22  How.  498.  So 
where  the  plaintiff  proceeds  as  in  an  action  of  replevin,  bnt  de- 
mands relief  inconsistent  with  sach  action,  this  motion  will  be 
proper.  Spalding-v.  Spalding,  3  How.  2i)7;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  (ii; 
Dows  V.  Green,  3  How.  377;  Seymour  v.  Van  Curen,  18  id.  94. 
The  party  seeking  this  relief  by  motion  should  put  in  only  a 
limited  or  special  appearance,  as  a  geneml  notice  of  appearance 
wUI  be  deemed  a  waiver  of  irregularities,  Hyde  v,  Patterson, 
1  Abb.  348.  So  where  the  defendant  gives  a  counter  security, 
and  obtains  a  redelivery,  he  will  waive  his  right  to  set  aside  the 
plaintiff's  proceedings.  Nicollv.  Pinner,  10  How.  376;  Wis- 
consin Marine  and  Fire  Ins.  Co.  Bank  v.  Hobbs,  22  id.  ^4. 
Notice  of  Motion  to  set  aside  Plaintiff ' s  Proceedings. 

BUPREME  COURT, 

A.  B.,  plaintiff;  1 

agtt.  y 

C,  D„  defendant.  I 


Sir ;  Take  notice,  that  upon  the  afiidavit,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  served  npon  yt^u,  and  upon  the  complaint  and  all  the 
proceedings  in  this  action,  the  undersigned  will  move  this  court 
at  the  nest  special  term  thereof,  to  be  held  at  the  in  the 

of  ,  on  the        day  of  i  18    >  at  the  open- 

ing of  the  court,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  lieard, 
that  the  affidavit  made  by  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  and  the 
requisition  to  the  sheriff  in  the  county  of  ,  indorsed 

thereon,  and  all  proceedings  taken  by  the  plaintiff  or  by  the  ?aid 
sheriff,  respectivelT,  by  virtue  thereof,  may  be  set  aside  as  void 
(and  irregular  for  that,  etc.,  specif  ying  the  irregularity),  and  that 
the  property  taken  by  the  sheriff,  under  said  affidavit  and  reqai- 
aition,  may  be  restored  by  "him  to  the  said  defendant  (and  for  the 
costs  of  tliis  motion),  or  for  such  further  order  or  relief  as  the 
court  may  grant  in  the  premises. 

Dated  ,  18     . 

Yours,  etc.,  E.  F.. 

To  G.  H.,  AUorney  for  defendant. 

Attorney  for  plaintiff . 
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Redelivery  of  property  to  defendant. 

Section  12.  Bedelirery  of  property  to  defendant. 

a.  In  general.  Under  the  former  practice  no  provisions  were 
made  for  the  retnm  to  the  defendant  of  the  property  taken  in 
replevin,  except  where  judgment  had  been  rendered  in  his  favor 
in  the  progress  of  the  action.  Section  211  of  the  Code  gives 
to  the  defendant  three  days  in  which  to  determine  whether  he 
will  allow  the  plaintiff  to  hold  the  property  taken,  or  will  cause 
it  to  be  restored  to  his  own  possession.  If  he  elects  to  reclaim  the 
property,  he  must,  within  these  three  days,  require  the  officer 
who  served  the  replevin  papers  to  return  the  property  to  him, 
at  the  same  time  delivering  to  the  officer  the  undertaking 
required  in  section  211  of  the  Code.  Jf  Cann  v.  Thompson^  13 
How.  380 ;  Graham  v.  Wells,  18  id.  376.  The  effect  of  this 
demand  is,  not  to  entitle  the  defendant  to  an  immediate  return 
of  the  property,  but  to  prevent  its  delivery  to  the  plaintiff.  To 
perfect  the  defendant's  right  to  a  redelivery  of  the  property 
taken,  he  must  proceed  to  have  his  sureties  justify  as  provided 
in  section  212  of  the  Code.  Oraham  v.  WeUs,  18  How.  376. 
When  the  sureties  have  so  justified,  the  sheriff  must  deliver  the 
property  to  the  defendant.  Code,  §  212 ;  Grant  v.  Booth,  21 
How.  354. 

Notice  by  defendant  to  Sheriff  to  return  Property. 

{Title  of  catbse.) 

To  ,  sheriff  of 

You  are  hereby  required  to  return  to  the  defendant  the  per- 
sonal property  taken  and  held  by  you  in  this  action. 

{Date.)  {Signature.) 

Section  13.  Undertaking  given  by  the  defendant. 

a.  In  general.  In  order  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  property 
taken  by  the  sheriff,  the  defendant  must  deliver  to  the  sheriff 
a  written  undertaking  executed  by  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties, 
to  the  effect  that  they  are  bound  in  double  the  value  of  the 
property,  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  delivery 
thereof  to  the  plaintiff,  if  such  delivery  be  adjudged,  and  for  the 
payment  to  him  of  such  sum  as  may  for  any  cause  be  recovered 
against  the  defendant.  Code,  §  211.  When  more  than  two 
sureties  join  in  executing  the  undertaking  the  entire  sum  in 
which  they  must  justify  must  be  in  the  aggregate  equivalent 
to  that  of  two  sufficient  bail.  Thus,  if  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty as  stated  in  the  plaintiff's  affidavit  is  $20,000,  each  of  the 
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sureties  execnting  the  tjndertating,  if  there  are  but  two  of  them, 
must  make  oath  that  he  is  worth  the  sum  of  $40,000,  over  and 
above  all  debts  and  liabilities  ;  or,  if  there  are  more  than  two 
sureties  to  the  undertaking,  they  must  justify  in  the  aggr^ate 
amount  of  $80,000.  Qrmd  v.  Booth,  21  How.  354 ;  Or  alum.  v. 
WeU%,  18  id.  376. 

The  promise  contained  in  the  undertaking  may  be  made  to  the 
plaintiff  or  to  the  sheiiff,  or  it  may  be  made  generally,  specifying 
no  particular  obligee.  S^ocA  v.  H&Wh,  4  B.  D.  Smith,  96  ;  Decker 
T.  Judson,  16  N.  Y.  (2  Smith)  439. 

Undertaking  by  Dtfendavi  in  Replevin. 
STJPBEME  COURT. 


Undertaking  onfht  part  of  the  de- 
■    fendaTd  to  prevent  the  delivery 
c.  p.,  defendant. J       qf  personal  property. 

Whebkas,  The  plaintiff  in  this  action  has  claimed  the  deliveiy 
to  him  of  certain  personal  propeTty  specified  in  the  affidavit 
madp  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiif  lor  that  purpose,  of  the  a.Ueged 
value  of  doUars,  and  has  caused  the  same  to  be  taken  by 

the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  ,  pursuant  to  the  second 

chapter  of  the  seventh  title  of  the  second  part  of  the  Code  of  Pro- 
cedure, but  the  same  has  not  yet  been  delivered  to  the  plaintiff. 

And  Whereas,  the  defendant  is  desirous  of  having  the  said 
personal  property  returned  to  him:  Now,  therefore,  we,  M.  N., 
of  ,  by  occupation  a  ,  and  O.  K.,  of  ,  by 

occupation  a  ,  do  hereby  undertake  and  become  bound 

to  the  plaintiff  in  the  sura  of  dollars,  for  the  delivery  of 

the  said  property  to  the  plaintiff,  if  such  delivery  shall  be  ad- 
judged, and  for  the  payment  to  him  of  such  sum  as  may,  for 
any  catise,  be  recovered  against  the  defendant  in  this  action. 

Dated  ,  18    .  M.  If. 

O.  K. 
State  of  New  York,  ) 

County  of  .      J 

On  this        day  of  ,  A.  D.  18    ,  before  me,  the  snb- 

Bcriber,  appeared  M.  N.  and  O.  K. ,  to  me  personally  known  to 
be  the  same  persons  described  in  and  who  executed  the  above 
nndertaking,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed 
the  same.  {Signature.) 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

County  of  .      ) 

11.  N.  and  O.  K.,  being  severally  sworn,  each  for  liimself  says, 
the  said  M.  N.  says  he  is  a  householder  of  the  county  of  , 

in  this  State,  and  that  he  is  worth  in  property  not  exempt  from 
execution  the  sum  of  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts 
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and  responsibilities  which  he  owes  or  has  incurred ;  and  the  said 
O.  K.  for  himself  says,  that  he  is  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of 
,  in  this  State,  and  that  he  is  worth  in  property  not 
exempt  from  execution  the  sum  of  doUars,  over  and 

above  all  debts  and  responsibilities  which  he  owes  or  has  in- 
curred. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this       day )  M.  N. 

ot  ,18    .  f  O.  K. 

{Signature.) 

Sheriff^ 8  a^pproval  of  Sureties. 

I  certify  that  I  approve  of  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  under- 
taking. O.  P.,  SKeriff- 

By  G.  H.,  his  Deputy. 

Section  14.  Justification  of  defendant's  sureties. 

a.  In  geaerat.  The  defendant' s  sureties,  upon  a  notice  to  the 
plaintiff,  of  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  days,  must  justify 
before  a  judge  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  bail  on  arrest.  Code, 
§212, 

But  there  is  no  prescribed  time  within  which  the  sureties  must 
give  this  notice  or  appear  and  justify.  The  plaintiff  has  ample 
security  for  the  property  independentiy  of  such  justification. 
Chraham  v.  WeUs^  18  How.  376. 

Notice  of  Justificaiion  to  he  Annexed  to  a  Copy  of  the 

Undertaking. 

(Tide  of  catbse.) 

Take  notice^  that  the  sureties  in  the  annexed  undertaking  will 
justify  before  the  Hon.  ,  a  justice  of  the        ,  at  chambers, 

in  the  ,  at  the  of  ,  on  the       day  of  9 18    , 

at       o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Yours,  etc., 
{DateA  R.  S., 

To  0.  P.,  Defendants  Attorney. 

Plaintiff^  s  Attorney. 

Section  15.  Sheriff's  liability,  until  justification. 

a.  To  dtfendants.  The  sheriff's  liability  to  the  defendant  com- 
mences with  the  taking  of  the  property  described  in  the  affidavit 
of  the  plaintiff.  It  is  continued  until  the  expiration  of  the  three 
days  within  which  the  defendant  must  except  to  the  plaintiff's 
sureties,  if  at  all.  If  no  objection  is  raised  within  that  time,  the 
sheriff's  liability  to  the  defendant  is  at  an  end.  But,  if  within 
that  time  the  defendant  excepts  to  the  plaintiff's  sureties,  the 

OS 
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sheriff's  liability  will  continae  imtil  the  euretiea  have  justified 
or  new  ones  have  beea  substituted  and  justilied. 

6.  To  plaintiff.  But  if,  before  the  three  day  a  have  expired,  the 
defendant,  on  a  proper  UBdertaking,  requires  the  return  of  the 
property,  the  sheriff's  liability  to  the  plaintiff  commences  and 
continues  until  the  defendant's  sureties  have  justifled.  Should 
these  sureties  fail  to  justify,  the  sheriff  will  be  liable  until  he  has 
delivered  up  the  property  to  the  party  prevailing  in  the  action. 
Code,  §§210,  212  ;  Oraham  v.  Wells,  18  How.  376.  Whenever 
the  sheriff  is  liable  to  either  party  to  the  action,  he  is  entitled  to 
retain,  in  his  own  possession,  the  property  taken.  lb. 

Where  the  defendant  has  been  arrested  in  the  action,  and  has 
given  the  undertaking  with  sureties,  as  prescribed  in  section  211, 
and  thereupon  has  been  discharged  from  arrest,  the  sheriff  will 
become  liable  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the 
original  bail,  if  the  sureties  fail  to  justify ;  and  if  the  plaintiff 
recovers  in  the  action,  the  sheriff  may  be  compelled  to  satisfy 
the  judgment,  either  by  producing  and  delivering  the  specific 
property,  or  by  paying  such  sum  as  may,  from  any  cause,  be 
recovered,  against  the  defendant.  McKeiuie  v.  Smitii,  27  How. 
SO. 

c.  Liability  to  third  parties.  The  liability  of  a  sheriff  to  a 
third  party  whose  goods  he  has  taken  upon  a  replevin  process, 
is  based  upon  principles  and  measured  by  rules  totally  different 
from  those  which  determine  his  liability  in  taking  the  goods  of  a 
stranger  upon  an  execution  or  an  attachment  If  an  execution 
is  issued  against  the  property  of  A.,  and  the  sheriff  takes  the  prop- 
erty of  B.  thereon,  he  will  be  liable  to  an  action  at  the  salt  of  B. 
The  same  rule  applies,  where,  upon  an  attachment  against  the 
property  of  A,,  the  property  of  B.  has  been  taken,  Mogers  v. 
Weir,  34  N".  Y.  (7  Tiff. )  46S.  Bat  if  in  an  action  of  replevin  the 
sheriff  is  reqiiirpd  by  his  pn.H:*--;^  tn  take  t'ronithp  posf'^j'sion  of 
A.  certain  specified  cliattela  which  are  in  fact  tlie  properly 
of  B.,  no  action  will  lie  against  him  for  the  trespass,  HaU 
lett  V.  Byrt,  Carthew,  380;  Fosters.  Petlibone,  20  R-irb.  350; 
Kuig  wOrser,  4  Daer,  431 ;  Shipman  v.  Clark,  4Denio,  448; 
Siafe  V.  Jennings,  14  Ohio  St.  73 ;  Willard  v.  Kivible,  92  Mae& 
(10  Allen)  211.  The  reason  for  this  distinction  Is  to  be  found  in 
the  requirements  of  the  process  under  which  tiie  sheriff  acts  in 
the  several  cases  mentioned.  The  command  Inserted  in  an  ese- 
cution  is  general  and  merely  directs  the  taking  of  the  property 
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of  the  defendant,  leaving  the  officer  free  to  determine  what  prop- 
erty is  the  defendant' s,  and  what  he  may  safely  seize  under  his 
process.  The  law  allows  him  also  to  protect  himself  from  the 
claims  of  third  persons,  by  demanding  indemnity  from  the 
plaintiff. 

The  process  in  replevin,  howeve/,  does  not  command  the 
sheriff  to  take  the  properly  of  the  defendant,  but  to  take 
the  specific  chattels  described  in  the  plaintiff' s  affidavit.  Neither 
can  the  sheriff,  as  in  case  of  an  execution,  demand  indemnity. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  is  liable  to  an  indictment,  and  also  to  a 
civil  action  if  he  refuse  to  execute  the  process.  To  this  double 
liability,  the  law  does  not  add  a  liability  to  a  third  party  whose 
property  shall  have  been  taken  in  pursuance  of  a  valid  process 
requiring  the  taking  of  that  identical  property.  It  is  a  familiar 
principle,  that  the  law  will  not  hold  an  officer  liable  for  doing 
what  that  law  expressly  commands  him  to  do,  but  will  hold  him 
protected  by  his  process  so  far  as  he  acts  within  its  directions.  lb. 

Prior  to  the  Code,  it  was  held  that  an  officer  executing  a 
replevin  process  was  protected  thereby  in  taking  the  property 
described  therein  from  the  possession  of  a  stranger  to  the  action. 
Shipman  v.  QlarTc^  4  Denio,  446.  This  protection  was  not,  how- 
ever, extended  to  the  party  who  sued  out  the  writ.  lb.  But 
under  the  Code,  the  rule  is  changed ;  and  an  officer  is  not  pro- 
tected by  a  replevin  process  in  taking  the  goods  of  a  stranger 
from  the  possession  of  any  person  other  than  the  defendant  or 
his  agent.  King  v.  Orser^  4  Duer,  431 ;  State  v.  Jennings^  14 
Ohio  St.  73.  See  WillaTd  v.  Kimball,  92  Mass.  (10  AUen) 
211,  213.  This  change  in  the  law  regulating  the  liability  of  the 
sheriff  in  executing  replevin  process  is  due  to  the  change  in  the 
requirements  of  the  process  itself.  Under  the  old  practice,  the 
writ  of  replevin,  not  indeed  by  express  words,  but  by  necessary 
implication,  authorized  the  sheriff  to  take  the  goods  described 
therein,  whenever  they  might  be  found  within  his  county.  2  R. 
S.  528  (640),  §  6.  Under  the  Code,  the  sheriff  is  authorized  to  take 
the  property  described  in  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  when  it  is 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant  or  his  agent.  Code, 
§  209.  If  the  property  is  in  the  possession  of  any  person  other 
than  the  defendant,  the  sheriff,  in  taking  it,  acts  at  his  peril,  and 
can  free  himself  from  liability  as  a  trespasser  only  by  showing 
that  this  person  was  in  reality  no  more  than  an  agent  of  the 
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defendant,  and  in  this  capacity  alone  held  the  possession.  King 
v.  OrseTj  4  Duer,  431. 

d.  As  a  bailee.  In  the  preceding  portions  of  this,  section  the 
liability  of  the  sheriff  has  been  considered  in. reference  to  the 
taking  of  property  in  an  action  of  replevin,  and  the  damages  re- 
sulting therefrom.  Th^se  damages  arise  from  the  wrongful  act 
of  the  officer.  But  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  may 
be  totally  destroyed  and  lost  to  the  owner  without  the  knowledge 
or  agency  of  the  officer,  as  by  fire,  water,  or  theft  The  law  re- 
quires the  sheriff  to  take  the  goods  from  the  defendant  in  an  action 
of  replevin,  and  retain  them  in  his  possession  until  the  right  to 
the  possession  has  been  determined  by  the  courts,  or  until  one  of 
the  parties  to  the  action  becomes  entitled  to  their  custody,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes.  While  the  sheriff 
so  retains  the  property  he  acts  as  a  bailee  of  the  goods  for  the 
benefit  of  the  parties  interested,  and  is  liable  only  when  guilty 
of  more  than  ordinary  neglect.  It  is  only  when  there  is  such 
an  absence  of  that  care  which  a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence 
would  take  of  his  own  property,  that  the  sheriff  can  be  made 
liable  to  the  owner.  Moore  v.  Westervelt^  27  N.  T.  (13  Smith) 
234;  S.  C,  21  id.  (7  id.)  103 ;  9  Bosw.  558;  26  How.  277.  In 
no  case  is  the  sheriff  the  insurer  of  the  property  replevied.  lb. 

Section  16.  Qualifleatlons  of  sureties. 

a.  In  general.  The  sureties  to  an  undertaking  in  an  action  of 
replevin  must  possess  the  same  qualifications  as  are  prescribed 
in  section  194  of  the  Code,  in  respect  to  bail  upon  an  order  of 
arrest    Code,  §  213.    See  ante^  646. 


ARTICLE   IV. 

PBOOEEDIlirGS  ON  TAKIlirO  PEOPBBTT. 

Section  1.  Mode  of  taking  property. 

a.  In  general.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  affidavit,  notice  and 
undertaking,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  forthwith  take 
the  property  described  in  the  plaintiff's  affidavit,  if  it  can  be 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant  or  his  agent,  but  not 
otherwise.    Code,  §  209 ;  King  v.  Orser^  4  Duer,  431. 

If  the  property  to  be  replevied,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  con- 
cealed in  a  building  or  inclosure,  the  sheriff  should  first  pub- 
licly demand  its  delivery,  and,  on  a  failure  to  comply  therewith^ 
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flhoxild  proceed  to  take  tlie  property  into  his  possession  b 
breaking  open  the  building  or  inclosure.  K  necessary,  he  ma 
call  to  his  aid  the  power  of  the  county.    Code,  §  214. 

Section  2.  Second  order. 

a.  In  geTieraL  Where  the  sheriff  has  succeeded  in  obtaining 
only  a  part  of  the  goods  described  in  the  affidavit,  the  plaintii 
may  proceed  in  his  suit,  or,  on  a  return  that  the  residue  can 
not  be  found,  he  may  deliver  to  the,  sheriff  a  second  requisitioi 
to  take  the  remainder  of  the  goods.  But,  where  a  second  or  thir( 
order  issues,  there  should  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  its  de 
livery  to  the  sheriff,  or  in  its  execution.  Snow  v.  Hoy^  25 
Wend.  602.  * 

ARTICLE  V. 

FBOOEEDIKGS  APTEB  TAKIKG  THE  PBOPEBTT. 

Section  1.  Property,  how  kept. 

a.  In  general.  When  the  sheriff  has  taken  the  property  into 
his  possession,  he  is  required  to  keep  it  in  a  secure  place,  and 
deliver  it  to  the  party  entitled  to  its  possession  on  the  receipt  of 
his  lawful  fees  and  the  necessary  expenses  of  keeping  it.  Code, 
§  215.  The  manner  of  keeping  the  property  taken  is  dependent 
upon  the  nature  of  the  goods,  and  the  security  given  to  the  officer. 
Until  sureties  have  been  given  and  justified,  or  until  all  excep- 
tions to  them  have  been  waived,  the  sheriff  is  entitled  to  retain 
possession  of  the  goods.  Graham  v.  Wells,  18  How.  376.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  sheriff  is  a  simple  bailee,  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
take  such  steps  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  property  in  his  charge 
as  any  prudent  man  of  good  sense  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  take  if  the  property  were  his  own.  Moore  v.  Westervelt,  27  N. 
Y.  (13  Smith)  234;  S.  C,  21  id.  (7  id.)  103;  9  Bosw.  558;  25 
How.  277. 

While  the  property  is  in  his  hands  the  sheriff  may  remove  it 
to  any  safe  place ;  or,  where  the  removal  would  be  attended 
with  great  expense  compared  with  the  value  of  tbe  goods,  he 
may,  in  the  absence  of  objection  from  either  party,  leave  them 
where  found,  and  in  the  charge  of  a  deputy.  While  holding 
the  goods  in  his  possession  he  has  such  a  property  in  them  as 
will  justify  him  in  covering  them  with  a  reasonable  insurance. 
Wftite  V.  Madison,  26  How.  481 ;  S.  C,  26  N.  T.  (12  Smith)  117. 

Where  the  defendants  in  an  action  of  replevin  are  common 
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carriers,  and  the  only  right  to  the  poaseasion  of  the  goods  claimed 
by  them  is  that  the  goods  were  left  with  them  for  transportation, 
and  where  other  claimants,  representing  distinct  interests,  have 
been  interpleaded  the  sheriff  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  par- 
ties, permit  the  goods  to  be  carried  to  their  original  destination, 
and  the  proceeds  brought  back  and  deposited  in  court  The 
money  so  deposited  will  be  a  valid  protection  to  the  sheriff  for 
the  sale  of  the  goods.  Schuyler  v.  Hargous,  28  How.  246  ;  S. 
C,  3  Rob.  673. 

Section  2.  Claim  of  property  by  third  persons. 

a.  Claim,  how  made.  The  only  way  in  which  a  third  party 
can  assert  his  claim  to  goods  taken  by  the  sheriff,  in  an  action  of 
replevin,  is  by  mfl.king  an  affidavit  of  his  title  thereto,  and  of  his 
right  to  the  possession,  stating  the  grounds  of  such  right  and 
title,  and  serving  the  same  on  the  sheriff.  Code,  §  316 ;  Edger 
ton  V.  Ross,  6  Abb.  189. 

But  this  course  need  be  pursued  only  when  the  property 
claimed  has  been  taken  by  the  sheriff  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
his  duty.  Where  the  property  taken  wus  not  that  described  in 
the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  where  the  property  was  taken 
from  the  possession  of  a  person  other  than  the  defendant  or  his 
agent,  the  true  owner  may  resort  to  an  action  of  trespass,  trover, 
or  replevin  to  maintain  his  rights.  He  is  not  limited  to  the  pro- 
cedure indicated  in  section  216.    King  v.  Orser,  4  Duer,  431. 

Affidavit  of  Claim  by  third  person. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

{Venue.) 

R.  S.,  of  in  said  county,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he 

is  the  (sole)  owner  of  certain  personal  property  taken  by  the 
sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  in  this  action,  which  property 

is  described  as  follows :  {describe  the  property).  That  this 
deponent  purchased  the  said  property  of  the  defendant,  on  the 
day  of  ,187    ,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  dol- 

lar. That  deponent  has  not  sold  or  disposed  of  the  said  prop- 
erty or  any  part  thereof. 

{Jurat. )     •  {Signafycre. ) 

Notice  to  the  Sheriff  of  Otaim  by  third  person. 

To  .  Sheriff  of  the  cbvmty  of 

Sib  :  Please  take  notice  tnat  I  claim  the  personal  prop- 
erty mentioned  in  the  annexed  affidavit,  and  that  you  are 
required  to  deliver  the  same  to  me. 

{Date. )  {Signature. ) 
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J.  Proceedings  by  the  sheriff.  Where  a  third  party  has  served 
the  proper  affidavit  of  title,  the  sheriff  is  not  bound  to  keep  the 
property,  or  to  deliver  it  to  the  plaintiff,  unless  fully  indemnified 
against  the  claim  of  such  third  party,  by  a  proper  undertaking- 
Code,  §  216.  In  the  absence  of  any  statutory  provisions  in 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  property,  v^here  such  claim  has 
been  made  and  no  indemnity  given,  the  sheriff  should  simply 
cease  to  act.  The  provisions  of  section  216  of  the  Code  were 
intended  simply  for  the  protection  of  the  sheriff,  in  case  he 
should  deliver  property  seized  in  an  action  of  claim  and  delivery 
to  a  plaintiff  therein,  and  not  to  sanction  its  delivery  to  a  defend- 
ant. 

A  failure  by  the  plaintiff  to  give  the  proper  indemnity,  upon 
a  claim  by  a  third  party,  does  not  authorize  the  sheriff  to  deliver 
the  replevied  property  to  such  third  party.  He  can  only  permit 
the  original  defendants,  from  whose  possession  the  property  was 
taken,  to  resume  it,  by  relinquishing  it  himself.  The  former 
practice  justified  an  officer  in  delivering  property  to  a  plaintiff 
in  an  action  of  replevin,  after  a  sheriff's  jury  had  found  the 
right  to  the  property  to  be  in  the  plaintiff.  The  216th  section  of 
the  Code  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  any  such  trial.  Haskins 
V.  Kelley,  1  Rob.  160 ;  S.  C,  1  Abb.  N.  S.  63.  Before  relinquish- 
ing the  property  seized,  however,  the  sheriff  should  demand 
indemnity,  and  allow  the  plaintiff  a  reasonable  time  to  prepare 
the  undertaking  and  obtain  sureties  qualified  to  make  the 
requisite  affidavit.    Code,  §  216. 

Sheriff  ^s  Notice  of  Third  Persons  Claims. 

{Title  of  cause.) 

Sib  :  Please  take  notice  that  R.  S.  claims  the  property  taken 
by  me  in  this  action,  and  that,  unless  the  plaintiff  mdemnifies  me 
against  such  claims,  I  shall  not  keep  tiie  property  or  deliver  it 
to  the  plaintiff.  lours,  etc., 

{Date.)  J.  K.. 

To  E.  F.,  Sheriff  of 

Plaintiff^ s  Attorney. 

c.  Undertaking  by  plaintiff.  If  the  plaintiff  still  desires  to 
obtain  the  possession  of  the  property,  notwithstanding  the  claim 
of  the  third  party  thereto,  he  should  proceed  at  once  to  indem- 
nify the  sheriff,  by  an  undertaking  executed  by  two  sufficient 
sureties,  accompanied  by  their  affidavits,  that  they  are  each 


worth  double  the  value  of  the  property  as  sjwcified  in  the  affida- 
vit of  the  plaintifi*,  and  that  they  are  freeholders  and  house- 
holders of  the  county.  Code,  §  216.  On  delivering  this  under- 
taking to  the  sheriff,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  poBsession  of 
the  replevied  property  as  against  the  claim  pf  the  third  party. 

Plaintiff^  s  UndertaJcing  to  Indemnify  Sheriff. 
{TVtle  of  cause). 

Whereas,  The  above-named  plaintiff  claims  the  possession 
of  the  following  personal  property  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  ,  and  taken  by  him  in  this 

action ;  and  wliereas,  one  R.  S.  claims  to  own  and  have  the  right 
of  possession  of  said  property  : 
Now,  therefore,  We,  M.  N.  of  ,  by  occnpation  a 

,  and  O.  K.  of  ,  by  occupation  a  , 

undertaJie  to  indemnify  the  said  sherilT  against  the  claims  of  said 
R.  S.,  if  the  said  property  be  delivered  to  the  plaintiff. 

M.N. 
O.K. 
Signed  and  delivered ) 
in  the  presence  of   ) 

( Witness.) 
{Date.) 

Affidavit  of  Sitfflciency. 
( Venue). 

M.  N.  and  O,  K.,  being  duly  sworn,  severally  say,  each  for 
himself,  that  he  is  worth  ydovMe  the  value  specified  in  the  plain- 
tiff''s  affidavit),  over  all  his  debts  and  liabilities,  and  exclusive 
of  property  exempt  from  execution ;  and  that  he  is  a  house- 
holder and  freeholder  in  the  county  of 

M.N. 
O.K. 
{Jurat). 

Acknowled^gment. 
State  of  New  York,       I  .„ 
County,      f  **  ■ 
On  this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  seventy  ,  before  me,  the  subscriber, 

appeared  M.  N.  and  O.  K.,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the 
same  jper^oTiS  described  iu  and  who  executed  the  above  under- 
taking, and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed  the  same. 
{Signature  of  Officer.) 

Sectton  3.  Delivery  of  property  to  plaintiff. 

a.  In  general.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  retain  the 
property  taken   until    the  expiration    of  the    three    days   al- 
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lowed  the  defendant  to  except  to  the  plaintiff's  9tiretle8. 
no  exception  is  made  within  that  time,  the  sheriff  shoold  d 
liver  the  property  to  the  plaintiff,  unleae  a  third  party  ha 
by  affidavit,  interposed  a  claim  as  shown  in  the  precedin 
section.  In  snch  case,  the  delivery  should  be  made  to  the  plaij 
tiff  only  on  the  receipt  of  a  proper  undertaking.  Code,  §§  21: 
216  ;  Graham  v.  WeUSy  18  How.  376  ;  MCann  v.  Thompson,  I 
id.  380.  But  the  statute  does  not  require  the  sheriff  to  delivt 
the  property  to  either  party  before  he  has  received  his  lawft 
fees  for  tak^g,  and  Mb  necessary  ezpenaes  for  keeping  the  sam( 
Code,  §215.  Thefact  that  the  plaintiff 'b  aureties  failed  to  justif; 
will  not  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  right  to  the  possession  of  th 
goods,  on  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  tlie  defendant  fo 
exception  to  such  sureties.     Mardeyv.  PaMerson,  3  Code  E.  89 

Section  4.  Return  of  proceedings,  filing  of  notices  and  afflda 
vltSj  and  delivery  of  nndertakings. 

a.  In  general.  Within  twenty  days  from  the  taking  of  thi 
property  in  a  replevin  action,  the  sheriff  must  file  tiie  notice 
affidavit  and  his  return  thereon,  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  ii 
which  the  action  is  pending.  Code,  §  217.  If  this  return  is  noi 
made  within  this  time,  it  may  be  forced  as  in  other  cases. 
Rule  10,  Supreme  Court.  The  sheriff  should  state  in  his  retuni 
the  names,  occupations  and  places  of  residence  of  the  personE 
who  were  sureties  in  the  undertaking,  taken  by  him  from  the 
plaintiff.  He  should  set  forth  at  length  all  his  prooeedii^  under 
the  affidavit  and  notice.  If  the  goods  and  chattels  apecifled  in 
the  affidavit  have  not  been  replevied,  he  should  state  the  cause 
why  they  have  not ;  and  if  the  defendant  has  been  arrested  and 
discharged  on  baU,  the  sheriff  should  return  the  names  of  the 
sureties  on  the  undertaking  as  well  as  their  occupations  and 
places  of  residence.  The  undertaking  given  in  these  proceedingp 
should  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  parties  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  taken.    Code,  §  423. 

Section  6.  Amendments. 

a.  In  general.  On  a  motion  to  set  aside  the  proceedings  in 
an  action  of  replevin,  on  account  of  a  defect  in  the  affidavit,  the 
court  may  allow  additioual  affidavits  to  be  read  in  support  of  the 
original  one,  or  it  may  allow  an  amendment  of  the  affidavit  on 
terms.  Depew  v.  LeaZ,  2  Abb.  131 ;  Vanderheyden  v.  MaUary, 
3  How.  295.  But  a  general  appearance  by  the  defendant  in  the 
action  wUI  waive  all  defects  in  tiie  affidavit  So,  where  he  gives 
94 


an  undertaking  and  obtains  a  redelivery  of  the  property  to  him- 
Belf,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have  waived  all  defects  in  the  prior 
proceed-ings.  Hyde  v.  Patterson,  1  Abb.  248  ;  Roberts  v.  Wil- 
lard,  1  Code  R.  100  ;  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
Co.  Bank  v.  Hohhs^  22  How.  494.  The  pleadings  in  the  action 
cannot  be  amended  where  the  amendments  would  substantially 
change  the  form  of  the  action.     Wosser  v.  Corwin,  36  How.  540, 

Section  6.  SherlflTs  fees  and  expenses. 

a.  In  general.  The  claim  of  the  sheriff  for  seizing  and  hold- 
ing goods  by  virtue  of  replevin  process  must  be  limited  to  the 
specific  fees  provided  for  the  service  of  such  process  and  the 
necessary  expenses  for  keeping  the  same.  Code,  g  215.  See  as 
to  fees,  Laws  of  1871,  ch.  415  ;  2  R.  S.  664  (645),  §  38  ;  3  R.  S.  (5th 
ed.)  924,  §  33  ;  as  to  expenses,  WTiite  v.  Madison,  26  N.  Y.  (12 
Smith)  117;  S.  C,  26  How.  481. 

Section  7.  Discontinuance. 

a.  In  general.  After  issue  joined  in  a  replevin  action,  the 
action  cannot  be  diacontinned  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  mere  pay- 
ment of  costs,  without  returning  the  property  taken.  The 
remedy  of  the  defendant,  in  cases  where  the  plaintiff  seeks  to 
discontinue,  and  still  profit  by  the  provisional  remedy,  is  to 
notice  the  cause  for  trial,  where,  if  he  recover,  he  will  obtain  a 
judgment  for  a  return  and  the  costs  of  the  action.  Wilson  v. 
Wheeler,  6  How.  49  ;  S.  C,  1  Code  R.  N.  S.  402  ;  Schroeder  v. 
KoJilenbacJc,  6  Abb.  66. 

Section  S.  Abatement  of  action. 

a.  In  general.  An  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession 
of  specific  pergonal  property,  against  a  sole  defendant,  wholly 
abates,  where  the  defendant  dies  before  verdict  or  judgment,  and 
the  court  has  no  power  in  such  case  to  order  the  action  to  be  con- 
tinued against  the  personal  representatives  of  the  defendant 
Mosely  v.  Mosely,  11  Abb,  105  ;  Hopkins  v.  Adams,  5  id.  351 ; 
9.  C,  6  Duer,  685 ;  Lahey  v.  Brady,  1  Daly,  443  ;  Potter  v. 
Yan  Vranken,  36  N.  T.  (9  Tiff.)  619,  627  ;  S.  C,  2  Trans.  App. 
73.  But  in  no  case  will  it  abate  by  the  death  of  the  plaintiff,  after 
action  brought,  if  the  cause  of  action  be  such  that  it  might  have 
been  prosecuted  by  the  executor  or  administrator  of  the  party. 
Goods  taken  and  continuing  in  specie  iu  the  hands  of  a  wrong- 
doer may  be  recovered  back  by  the  personal  representatives  of 
the  owner,  lb. 
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Section  9.  Arrest  of  defendant* 

a.  In  general.  The  Code  provides  that  the  defendant  may  be 
arrested  in  an  action  to  recover  the  possession  of  personal  prop- 
erty unjustly  detained,  where  the  property  or  any  part  thereof 
has  been  concealed,  removed  or  disposed  of,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
found  or  taken  by  the  sheriff,  and  with  the  intent  that  it  should 
not  be  BO  found  or  taken,  or  with  the  intent  to  deprive  the  plain- 
tiff of  the  benefit  thereof.    Code,  §  179,  subd.  3. 

But  an  order  of  arrest  cannot  be  granted  where  the  defendant 
has  in  good  faith  so  disposed  of  the  property  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  that  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  deliver  it. 
Sherlock  v.  Sherlock^  7  Abb.  N.  S.  22;  Merrick  v.  Stiydam^ 
1  Code  R.  N.  S.  212 ;  Rerain  v.  Nagle^  id.  219.  In  all  cases  the 
wrongful  inieTtt  must  clearly  appear.  Waison  v.  McGhiire^  33 
rfow.  87 ;  S.  C,  2  Daly,  219.  See  arvU^  pp.  ,  Arrest ;  Election 
of  Remedies. 
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Action  against)  when  brought  for  not  paying  over  money 57 

ALIENS  : 

How  war  affects  their  rights , 53 

In  civil  war,  who  is  an  alien 53 

Actions  by  aliens  for  real  estate 108 

Statute  of  limitations  when  not  suspended 53 

When  alien  enemy  cannot  sue  in  our  courts 53 

AMBASSADORS: 

Not  liable  to  arrest 593     I 

AMENDING  SUMMONS : 

Court  may  amend,  eta 489 

Cannot  be  amended  except  by  leave  of  court 490 

Error?  in  form  amended  on  just  terms 490 

Jurisdictional  defects  not  cured  by • 490 

Not  allowed  to  change  nature  of  action 490 

Freely  allowed,  when  necessary 491 

Allowed  to  correct  mistake 491 

Not  allowed  to  aid  a  fraud 491 

Power  of  court  discretionary 491 

Notice  of,  when  necessary 493 

AMENDMENTS : 

Amendment  of  summons 489,  492 

Of  security  in  replevin 731 

Of  undertaking  in  replevin 731 

Of  proceedings  in  replevin 745 

Amendments  of  Code  should  be  made  with  care 451 

Of  undertaking  by  plaintiff  in  arrest 648 


iNDBx.  763 

APPEAL:  PAQ^ 

Death  of  party  to 155 

Court  of  appeals. 279 

From  supreme  court « 321 

(See  TUlea  of  Courts). 

APPEALS,  COURT  OP  (See  Court  of  AppeaU): 

Appeals  under  former  equity  practice 489 

No  appeal  lies  from  discretionary  order 465 

(For  appeals  to  the  several  courtS|  see  lUUs  of  differmt  Courts,) 

APPEARAi^CB : 

Voluntary  appearance  equivalent  to  service  of  summons 539 

Proceedings  by  defendant  after  service  of  summons  and  before  pleading  . .  536 

Appearance^  and  what  it  la 556 

How  and  when  to  appear 558 

Bight  to  appear 559 

EiTeet  of  appearance 560 

What  irregularities  waived  by  appearance « 560 

What  defects  not  waived  by  appearance 561 

Examination  of  papers  served ^ 562 

Defects  in  sammons  or  its  service. 562 

Demand  of  authority  of  plaintiiT 's  attorney 563 

Removal  to  United  States  conrt 566 

Removal  to  other  courts 566 

Sbtthio  aside  provisiokal  buodt 566 

Discharge  from  arrest 566 

Yacating  attachment 567 

Dissolving  injunctions 567 

Return  of  goods  in  replevin 567 

Demand  of  copy  of  complaint 568 

Dismissal  for  non-service 568 

Leave  to  defend 576 

Time  to  plead 576 

Relief  from  default 578 

Stay  of  proceedings f 579 

Consolidation  of  actions : 579 

Election  of  actions 579 

Interpleader 580 

Bill  of  particulars  or  copy  of  account 581 

Discovery  of  books  or  papers 583 

Security  for  costs .' 583 

Changing  place  of  trial , 583 

Tender 584 

Paying  money  into  court 584 

Olfer  of  Judgment 585 

APPLICATION : 

For  admission  as  attorney  .  • 234 

To  remove  cause  to  United  States  circuit 269 

For  order  to  publish  summons. 523 

For  papers  to  frame  complaint \ 552 
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APPLICATION  — Con(in««t  p^ai 

For  order  of  arroBt. 649 

To  vacate  arrest  or  reduce  bail 695 

Application  of  exisiing  prmciples  of  law  to  new  oosea. 23 

APPOINTMENT  OF  SURVIVOR : 

On  death  of  plalntllT 140 

•  On  deatb  of  one  of  aeyeral  plaintiffs 147 

On  death  of  sole  defendant 152 

On  death  of  one  of  several  defendants 163 

Change^  hon  made. lo5 

In  actions  of  replevin • 715,  716 

APPREHENDING  CRIMINALS: 

Right  to  apprehend  criminals  without  process 71 

ARBITRATION: 

De&aition,  and  right  of  parties 81 

ARREST  AND  BAIL: 

Discharge  from  arrest 566 

DeCln  Itlon  and  natnra  of  arrert 557 

Object  of  M-reat 5S7 

Ifben  of  course 588 

Whin  dpos  a  special  order 5SS 

In  WHAT  CASES  HO  ARBEST  CAH   BC  MADE 589 

Mnst  be  right  of  action  to  Justify 5S3 

No  arrest,  if  right  of  action  illegal 6S9 

No  arrest  before  right  of  action  accrues 589 

No  arrest  in  actions  barred  b;  statute  of  limitation 539 

Exemption  ftom  arrest  nnder  non-Imprisonment  act 590 

Exemption  Grom  arrest  under  the  Code 591 

Exemption  nnder  United  States  Uvre 593 

Ambassadors,  foreign  ministers,  and  ^eir  domestics 593 

CoDBols  and  Tice-consiUa 594 

Members  of  Congress 594 

Soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  United  States  service 595 

Exemption  nnder  other  statntes  and  declslona 596 

Members  and  officers  of  State  legislatures S9i 

State  militia. &99 

Policemen 596 

Canal  commissioners 596 

Officers  of  co'urtB  of  record 59T 

Attorneys  and  counselors. 597 

Partio.-<  iiO  suits,  jurors  and  witnesses  597 

Voters  on  election  day 599 

Females 699 

Previons  arrest 60P 

Exceptions  as  to  previous  arrest 6(0 

Actions  upon  judgments 6(Q 

Actions  between  partners 601 

Wwver  of  exemption. 604 
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ABREST  AITD  BAJL—ConUnwd.  ^xa^ 

JjK  WHAT  OASIS  AV  ABBB8T  ICAT  BI  ICADS  XTHDXB  NON-DCPBISOinCKirr  ACT 605 

Breach  of  promise  to  marry 605 

Fines  and  penalties 605 

Money  collected  by  public  officer 605 

Misconduct  in  office 605 

Misconduct  or  neglect  in  professional  employment. 606 

Non-payment  of  costs 606 

Suit  pending  or  judgment  obtained 606 

Trover  or  conversion  of  property 608 

Trespass  in  taking  personal  property 608 

Replevin 608,  747 

Trespass  upon  land 608 

AxaSBT  UNDIB  PBOVIBIONS  OT  THE  CoDS 608 

Non-residence  and  persons  about  to  remove 608 

Actions  not  arising  on  contract 609 

Assault)  battery,  libel  and  slander 609 

Innkeepers  and  carriers , 609 

Criminal  conversation. 609,  614 

SeSuction 609 

Limited  divorce 609,  614 

False  representation 609 

Residents,  and  domicile 610 

Removal  from  State 613 

Injury  to  person,  whether  defendant  resident  or  non-resident 613 

Assault  and  battery 614 

False  imprisonment • 614 

Injuries  to  character. .' 614 

Injuring,  taking,  detaining,  or  converting  personal  property 615 

No  arrest  for  injury  to  real  property 615,  617 

May  arrest  in  actions  for  fines  or  penalties 618 

Breach  of  promise  to  marry 618 

Money  received,  or  property  embezzled  by  public  officers 618 

Money  received  by  officer  or  agent  of  corporation  or  banks 619 

Money  or  property  received  in  fiduciary  capacity 619 

Misconduct  in  office  or  profession 622 

In  action  of  replevin 623 

Fraud  in  contracting  a  debt^  eta 624 

Fraud  in  concealing  property 628 

Damages  for  firaud  or  deceit 629 

In  removing  property  with  intention  to  defi«ud  creditors 630 

Females  for  willM  injury,  etc 631 

For  contempts 631 

Usurpation  of  office 631 

PBOonnmos  to  obtain  an  obdxb  or  abbbst 632 

Mode  of  proceeding 632 

Who  ouiy  obtain  the  order «  632 

The  orig^al  party 632 

Assgnee  of  assigned  demand 633 

AgalnstwhoBtanorderiiiAy  be  obtained 634 
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Oenerel  rule,  all  peraons  luble  to  ftnest 634 

Inf&nta,  married  women,  lonaUcs,  etc 634 

Officer,  agents,  etc 634 

Wko  maf  yruit  tlie  order 635 

Judge  of  the  court 635 

Countj  judge 635 

Local   officer 635 

Affldarlt  on  wUoh  to  pwnt  order SS6 

By  whom  made 636 

What  ifi  an  affidavit 636 

ConteutB  in  partioular  cawa 636 

Mode  of  stating  facta 636 

Waiver  of  defect 645 

Rling  of  nfEdaTit 645 

Seenrity  by  pUlntlff 646 

Form  of  security 646 

Who  to  be  surety 646 

Acknowledgment , 641 

Approval : ...  647 

Serrice 648 

Filing 648 

Amendment  of. 646 

Order  of  ureat 649 

When  to  be  granted 649 

Form  and  contents  of  order 650 

When  returnable . .  ^ 652 

Indorsement &S 

Attachment  at  the  same  time 653 

Delivery  to  sheriff eS3 

Akrist,  kow  iu.dk 653 

How,  and  by  wkom  made 653 

By  sheriff. 653 

By  coroner 654 

By  eliaof 655 

Doty  of  making  arrest , 655 

Time  of  making  arretta V5a 

Irregular  or  illegal  arrests 656 

An«8tiag  wrong  party 656 

Place  of  arrest te7 

Uust  be  in  county 657 

CaDDot  break  dwelling 657 

Cannot  break  any  door  without  demand 658 

Stranger,  not  protected 659 

Mode  of  arrests (S9 

What  constitates  arrest 660 

Notice  by  plaintiff  to  sheriff  not  U>  arrest 661 

Fraudalent  arrest ,-,,...-... 661 

Detniner  of  person  in  nunlody  of  the  law GO 

Service  of  papera  on  defendant 661 
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AEREST  AND  BAIL—ConHnued,  paqb. 

Power  of  county  may  be  called 663 

Exemption  from  arrest '. 664 

Showing  process 665 

Handcofb  on  defendant 665 

Extortion 655 

Discharge  if  arrest  illegal 665 

Bail  by  defendant^  and  time  allowed  for 666 

Bail,  when  may  be  given 666 

Proceedings,  ajtib  arrest.  , 666 

How  defendant  kept 666 

Keeping  defendant  in  safe  custody  or  a  Jail 666 

Discharge  in  default  of  amount  stated  in  order 667 

Bail,  how  giyen 667 

Surrender  of  defendant  by  bail 667 

Proceedings  necessary 670 

Arresting  defendant  for  surrender 671 

Notice  of  surrender 672 

Exoneration  of  bail  by  judges 673 

Exoneration  by  death 674 

Exoneration,  at  what  time 676 

Extension  of  time  to  surrender 677 

Bail^  how  to  be  proceeded  against 678 

Deliyery  of  order  of  arrest  to  plaintilT 681 

Return  by  sherilfy  coroner  or  elisor 681 

Return,  how  made 681 

Enforcing  return 682 

Controverting  return 682 

Certified  copy  of  the  undertaking  of  bail 682 

Proceeding  on  Justification  of  ball. 683 

Notice  to  sheriff  of  non-acceptance  of  bail 683 

Notice  of  justification  given  to  plaintiflfs  attorney,  a 683 

Time,  place,  and  mode  of  justification 684 

New  bail 686 

Qualifications  of  bail 686 

Disqualification  of  bail 687 

Allowance  of  bail 687 

Jail  liberties. 689 

Deposit  in  lieu  of  bail 691 

How  made 691 

Payment  of  deposit  into  court  by  sheriff 691 

Substituting  bail  for  deposit 691 

Application  of  deposit,  if  not  reclaimed 692 

Sheriir's  liability  as  bail 692 

Where  bail  do  not  justify 692 

Liability  on  an  escape 694 

Liability  on  a  rescue 694 

Recapture  after  escape '.  * .  694 

Proceedings  on  Judgment  against  sherifll 695 


AEREST  AND  BAIL  —  Conixnwd.  rAom. 

In  general 695 

Bail,  linble  to  sbariff 69S 

Tacatin^  order  or  red  act  ng  ball 6K  . 

At  what  time  to  apply 696 

General  practice  on  motion 696 

Motion  on  plaintiff's  papers 687 

Affidavits  on  moUon 608 

Benen-ing  motion  to  vacate G9t 

Merila  not  tried  on  motion TOD 

When  the  motion  will  be  granted .' 700 

When  the  motion  will  be  denied 703 

Conditions  on  vacating  the  order. 701 

Lunatic  defendant,  how  diacbu^ed 70) 

Reducing  bad 705 

Appeal  I'rom  order 7H 

False  imprisonment 705 

Delivery  of  papers  to  plaintiff's  attorney 706 

Filing  papers  with  the  clerk TM 

Order  of  arrest  to  justify  arrest  on  execution 706 

ASSAULT  AND  BATTERY : 

Arrest  in  actions  for 609,  6U 

Actions  for,  when  to  be  brought 60 

What  is,  and  what  not 69 

Married  women  maj  sue  alone  la  action  for 115 

ASSiaNBES  : 

When  assignees  and  assignors  must  join  as  pluniiS^ 113 

Assignee  of  judgment  may  sue  without  leave 19! 

When  assignees  and  assignors  must  joia  as  defendants 138 

What  rights  to  remedies  pass  to  assignees  by  aaaignment 589 

ASSIGNED  DEMAND : 

When  arrest  may  be  bad  on 63) 

ASSIGNMENT  BY  INSOLVENT  DEBTOR: 

Does  not  revive  debt  barred  by  statute 6t 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  RIGHT  OF  ACTION : 

When  the  right  is  assignable 91,  9S 

When  right  of  action   not  assignable S3,  94,  OS 

ASSIGNORS: 

Assignors  and  assignees,  joinder  as  defendantB 138 

When  need  not  be  joined  as  party 113 

ASSOCIATIONS: 

Suits  by  and  against  joint^stock  associations 101 

Suits  against  joint-stock  associations 123 

How  named  in  summons 471 

ATTACHMENT: 

Tacating  attachments 567 

May  issue  at  same  time  with  order  of  arrest 653 

Effect  of  issuing  on  commencement  of  action 501 
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ATTACHMENT — CaniinuecL  paob. 

Allowaace  of)  does  not  dispense  with  serrice  of  summons 539 

Attachment  under  the  Revised  Statutes 430 

Lien  o^  when  sustained 106 

ATTORNEYS: 

Origin  of  the  office 232 

Attorneys  of  the  early  English  courts 232 

Attorneys  of  the  modem  English  courts 233 

The  word  "attorney/*  how  used  in  this  State 233 

Admission  of  attorneys 234 

Beqnigite  qnaliiieations  of  attorneys  under  the  mles 235 

Qnalifleations  for  aetnal  practice 238 

Bnty  of  attorney  to  his  client 239 

General  scope  of  duration  and  authority  of  attorney 241 

Besponslbility  of  attorney  to  client 242 

Attorney  amenable  to  court  for  misconduct 243 

Liability  to  adrerse  party 245 

Compensation  of  attorney 245 

Attorney's  lien  for  costs ! 246 

Change  of  attorney 248 

Striking  name  from  roll  of  attorneys 249 

Beinstating  attorney 249 

Summons  must  be  subscribed  by  attorney 472 

When  liable  to  arrest 606,  618 

Duties  in  preparing  cause  for  trial 240 

Duty  to  continue  conduct  of  cause 241 

Powers  in  stipulating 241,  242 

When  client  bound  by  appearance 243 

Court  may  relieve  from  his  negligence 243 

Attachment  for  non-payment  of  money  collected 244,  618 

Cannot  buy  bills,  bonds,  notes,  etc.,  to  sue 244 

May  agree  as  to  compensation 245 

Attorney  on  record  cannot  take  affidavit 256 

Priests  and  monks  formerly  acted  as  attorneys 417 

Demand  of  authority  of  plaintiff's  attorney 563 

When  privileged  from  arrest 597 

ATTORNEYS,  ADMISSIONS  BT: 

When  binding  on  client 241 

ATTORNBT-GBNERAL : 

Leave  to  bring  action  by 212 

Leave,  how  obtained 213 

AULA  REGIS : 

Origin  of  this  court 223 

Division  into  district  courts 224 

Corresponding  courts  in  this  State  prior  to  Code 224 

AUCTIONEER: 

May  sue  for  goods  sold 105 


AUTHORITr  (See  Juradiciirm) :  p^om. 

Demand  of  nutliontj  of  plaintiff 'fl  attorney 563 

May  be  dcomnded  in  ejectment 561 

BAIL: 

When  and  how  given  by  defendant  arrested 667 

Right  of  bail  to  surrender  defendant 670 

Right  to  arrest  for  surrender 670 

Eioneration  of  bail  by  a  judge G73 

Esoneratiira  by  death  of  delendant 674 

Exoneration,  at  what  time 676 

Bail,  how  proceeded  against 67S 

Proceedings  on  justification  of  bail 683 

Qualificatjons  of  bail 686 

Disqualifications  of  bail BS7 

Allowance  of  bail 6S7 

Sheriff's  liability  as  to  bail 692 

Eeducing  bail 695,  703 

Bail,  when  hable  to  eherifi' 695 

BAILEE : 

SheriS''B  liability  as  such , 740 

BANKINO  ASSOCIATIONS; 

How  sued 123 

Haw  to  sue,  in  the  name  of 102 

Agents  of,  may  be  arrested,  when 619 

BANK  NOTES : 

Limitations  of  actions  on , . ., 66 

BILLS  AND  NOTES : 

When  replevin  lies  for,  and  when  not 714 

When  actions  on,  barred  by  statute  of  limit* tJons 56-66 

Attorneys  may  not  buy  for  prosecution 244 

Who  may  be  joined  as  defendants  in  actions  on 131 

BILL  OF  PARTICULARS  (See  Pleadings) : 

When  and  how  obtained ' 5SI 

BOND: 

Restraining  negotiations  of  town  bonds 99 

Actions  on,  when  barred  by  statute 55 

When  people  may  sue  on,  as  trustee KB 

Sheriff's  bond,  actions  on 195 

Plaintiffs  in  sction  on  injunction  bond Ill 

OEoial  bonds,  aotiocs  on 196,  197 

Bond  given  on  removal  to  United  States  circuit  court 273 

Attorneys  cannot  buy  for  purposes  of  suit 244 

Security  given  to  obtain  order  of  arrest 646 

Security  to  obtain  discharge  from  arrest 667 

Security  by  plaintiff  in  replevin 729 

Security  by  defendont  in  replevin 735 

BREACH  OF  PROMISE: 

When  arrest  for 605,  CIS 
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BROOKLYN  CITY  COURT  (See  CUy  Cowi  of) :  p^b. 

BUFFALO  SUPERIOR  COURT  (See  Svperiar  Court  o/BuffiOo): 

BUILDING : 

When  repleviable 713 

Dwelling-house,  when  repleviable 713 

Building,  when  considered  as  fixture 713 

CALENDARS: 

Of  court  of  appeals • 286 

Of  supreme  court 320 

Of  county  courts 401 

(See  titles  of  other  courts,  as  to  calendars.) 

CANAL  COMMISSIONERS: 

When  exempt  from  arrest 696 

CARRIERS : 

Carriers  may  be  arrested,  when .' 609 

CASE: 

On  submission  of  controyersies  without  action 218 

CATTLE : 

When  may  be  distrained  damage  feasant 77,    78 

CATTLE  IN  HIGHWAYS : 

See  reference  to  statute  and  decisions 78 

CERTIORARI: 

To  remove  causes  to  United  States  circuit  court 262,  277 

When  issued  by  supreme  court 297 

Formal  review  of  justice's  judgment^  by  writ  of 400 

Former  practice  as  to  removal  of  causes  from  county  courts 399 

When  not  allowed  to  remove  special  proceedings 347 

When  allowed  to  remove  special  proceedings 348 

CESTUI  QUE  TRUST : 

When  joined  with  trustee  as  party  plaintiff 104,  105 

When  may  sue  alone 116 

When  need  not  be  joined  as  defendant 138 

CHAMBERS: 

What  may  be  done  at  chambers  of  supreme  court 306 

What  cannot  be  done  at  chambers 307 

What  officer  may  perform  chamber  duties 308,    309 

Chamber  business.  New  York  superior  court 330 

New  York  common  pleas « 344 

Of  superior  court  of  Buffalo 354 

Of  city  court  of  Brooklyn 375 

Of  county  courts 394 

CHANGE  OF  ATTORNEY: 

When  and  how  done 248 

CHANGE  OF  PARTIES  (See  ParHe$  to  AcUon) : 

Bydeath 140 

When  cause  of  action  survives. 142 

Deafh  of  one  of  several  plaintUDi ^ 147 
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Death  of  sole  defenduit 152 

Deatt  of  one  of  several  defendanta 153 

Change  by  transfer  of  interest 158 

Change  by  addition  of  parties 161 

Chan^  by  interpleader 166 

On  aubmiasion  of  coatroTeray  without  action. 217 

CHANGE  IN  PRACTICE : 

General  natar«  of  practice 411 

Practice  at  law  prior  to  1846 419 

Practice  In  e^alty  prior  to  1848 432 

Old  practice,  how  far  retained 441 

Present  practice,  and  on  what  founded 445 

Change  as  to  commencing  actloiiB 467 

CHANGING  PLACE  OF  TRIAL : 

When  change  may  be  obtained 683 

Change  of  place  to  secure  fair  trial 190 

CouTenieLEce  of  witncEses 189 

CHOICE  OF  COURT : 

In  what  courts  plalntilh  must  sae 181 

In  what  coorts  plalntit^  cannot  sne 186 

In  what  cjises  plaintiff  has  a  choice  of  court 18T 

Considerations  in  determining  choice 188 

Costs 188 

Nature  and  service  of  process 190 

Remova]  to  United  States  circuit 266 

Effect  of  error  in,  under  former  practice 29 

Effect  of  error,  under  present  practioa 29 

OHOSBS  IN  ACTION: 

When  replevin  lies  for 713^  714 

Were  not  assignable  at  eommon  law. 88 

Were  assignable  in  equity 88 

Are  assignable  now 91 

When  not  assignable 93 

CIRCUIT  COUETS : 

Terms  of,  how  held,  etc 319 

Trial  at  circuit  under  former  practJoe 427 

CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  UNITED  BTATES : 

Oi^aniiation 280 

Judges  and  circuit 260 

Officers. 280 

Terms  of  conrt 261 

Original  jurisdiction. 261 

Appellate  J  nrisdlctlon. 2G3 

B;  remOTal  of  caases 263 

To  bane  nundamos 262 
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CITIZEN :  PAox. 

Bedding  abroad  in  war  time)  rights  of 107 

Attorney  must  be 234 

How  stated  in  petition  to  remove  cause 270 

Citizen  of  this  State  when  exempt  from  arrest 698 

CITY  COURT  OF  BROOKLYN: 

Organization 371 

Hlstorieal  notice 371 

Present  organization 371 

Juries 372 

Original  Jurisdiction. 373 

Appellate  jurisdiction 374 

Powders  of  the  court 374 

Powers  of  the  judges 375 

Power  of  referees 376 

Officers. 376 

Clerk 376 

Stenographer 376 

Sheriir  and  conjrtable 376 

Attorneys 377 

Terms  and  judgments 377,  378 

RemoTal  of  causes  to  supreme  court 378 

Bules  that  gOTcm  court 379 

Appeals  flrom^  to  supreme  court ^ 379 

Appeals  tocourt  of  appeals 380 

Appeals  to  general  term 380 

BemoTals  of  appeals  into  supreme  court 380 

Appeals  from  inferior  courts 380 

CITY  MARSHAL'S  BONDS: 

Leave  to  sne 196 

CIVIL  ACTIONS : 

Divided  into  legal  and  equitable 5 

Defined , 6,      6 

CrVIL  DEATH: 

Convicts  for  life  deemed  dvilly  dead 127,  155 

Persons  civilly  dead  may  be  sued 127 

Cannot  maintain  actions 127 

Service  of  summons  on  convicts « 615 

CLAIM  AND  DELIVERY  (See  Beplevin), 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  DECEASED  PERSONS: 

When  and  how  presented  to  executors,  etc 62 

How  prosecuted  on  joint  claims 154 

Revival  of  actions 156,  157 

Revival  of  claim  by  new  promise 64 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS: 

Proceedings  in  supreme  court 299 

Proceedings  cannot  be  had  in  New  York  superior  court 329 

Proceedings  cannot  be  had  in  New  York  common  pleas 343 


When  aad  bow  made  in  replevio  742 

Claims  bj  such  puties  in  interpleader  cases 165,  167,  170,  172 

CLERK: 

Haw  elected,  dp  appointed 252 

Nature  and  duties  of  the  office 252 

Office  hours 253 

Deputy  clerka   , 253 

Disqualification  of  clerks 253 

CLERK'S  BONDS: 

Leave  to  sue 196 

CODE: 

Has  abrogated  old  forma  of  procedure 467 

Code  furnishes  a  statutory  practjce 449 

Object  of,  simplicity  and  uniformity 450 

Arrest  under  proyiaions  of 609 

Stability  and  certainty 450 

Establishes  statute  hmitations 49 

Defects  and  omissions  ia,  how  supplied 450 

Declares  who  to  be  party  to  action 88 

Gives  power  to  make  rules 451,  462 

Files  place  to  sue  and  be  8\ied 181 

Amendments  to,  how  made 451 

Code  as  a  system  of  practice 449 

Im  prove  m  en  ts  to,  how  made 452 

Proriaiona  of,  as  to  arrest 591,  608 

Its  adoption  in  other  Slates 453,  457 

Provisions  as  to  replevin 710 

Permits  a  regort  to  old  practice ,.  457 

Taluo  of  Code,  as  a  system  of  practice 461 

COLONIAl  COURTS: 

Court  of  appeals 279 

Supreme  court 281 

New  York  common  pleas 336 

Mayors  and  recorders'  couiia 367 

County  courts 381 

Old  court  of  chancery 225 

COLONIAL  LAW  (See  Cohnial  Court.)  : 

As  a  part  of  our  present  system 43 

COMMENCEMENT  OF  ACTIONS  (Seo  Umitatiom)  : 

Action  must  be  perfect  before 37 

Preliminary  considerations 38 

Early  mode  of  commencing 415 

Mode  of  commencing  onder  old  practice  at  law 423 

Bf ode  of  commenclniT  equity  salt  nnder  old  practleo 434 

Actions  commenced  by  summons 467 

By  voluntary  appearance  of  defendant 467 

By  submission  of  case 467 

Actions  wlien  deemed  oonuaeiiced 501 
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COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTIONS— Con«ntt«l  pao* 

FlAINTIFF^S  PR00SEDINO8  AFTER  BBRTICE  OF  8U1UC0NS  AND  BEFORE  PLSADINQ.  .  .  651 

See  that  Bammons  is  seryed  on  all  proper  parties 551 

See  that  proyisional  remedies  hare  been  exeented 551 

Proenre  papers  for  framing  complaint 552 

Examination  of  parties 553 

Serrice  of  tlie  complaint 553 

Pile  all  papers 553 

Compel  return  and  Aling  of  papers  by  siierilT 555 

PrOOEEDINOB  BT  defendant  after  8EB7I0B  OF  SUMMONS  AND  BEFORE  PLEADING,   556 

Appearance  and  wliat  it  is 556 

How  and  wlien  toappear , 558 

Biglit  to  appear 559 

Eifect  of  appearance 560 

What  irregularities  waired  bj  appearance 560 

What  defects  not  waired  bj  appearance 561 

Examination  of  papers  serred 4 562 

Defects  in  summons  or  its  serrice 562 

Demand  of  authority  of  plaintilf 's  attorney 563 

BemoTal  to  United  States  court 566 

Bemoral  to  other  courts 566 

Setting  aside  proyisional  remedy 566 

Discharge  from  arrest 566 

Yacating  attachment 567 

Dissolying  ii^unction 567 

Betnm  of  goods  in  repleyln 567 

Demand  of  copy  of  complaint 568 

Dismissal  for  non-serTice 568 

LeaTC  to  defend 576 

Time  to  plead 577 

Belief  from  delkult 578 

Stay  of  proceedings 579 

Consolidation  of  actions 579 

Election  of  actions 579 

Interpleader 580 

Bill  of  particulars  or  copy  of  account 581 

Discorery  of  books  or  papers  to  draw  answer. . . '. 583 

Security  for  costs 583 

Changing  place  of  trial 583 

Tender 584 

Paying  money  into  court.  .*. 584 

Olfer  of  judgment 585 

Bepleyin^  how  commenced 725 

COMMISSION: 

Procuring  evidence  by 86 

Duty  of  attorney  in  obtaining  evidence  by 240 

Superior  court  of  New  York,  does  not  execute  foreign  commission 329 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  DEEDS : 

Powers  and  duties 255 

Powers  transferred  to  Justices  of  the  peace 255 


COMMON  LAW:  ,,i„ 

Nature  object  and  extennon  of 2,       3 

Adopts  itself  to  wants  of  society 3 

PrincipleB  of,  inexhaustible 460 

Consists  of  long  aceumulaljoiia 3 

Principles  of,  applied  to  new  cases 3,      i 

Conflicting  authorities 460 

Extension  of  remedies 13 

FuTniKhes  rule  for  all  cases 458 

Exception  to  general  nilea  of 13,     14 

Courts,  may  change  or  modify 458 

Jurisdiction  of  courts 41 

When  preferable  to  Btatuta 459 

Ii  one  source  of  practice 456 

Ufty  be  resorted  to  to  supply  defects 457 

More  flexible  than  statutes 458 

COMMON  PLEAS  OF  NEW  YORK  CITT : 

QftOiUJizATioM  OF  tee  ooobt 336 

Hlgtoi7  of 336 

Preunt  organliBtloii S3B 

Number  of  judges 333 

Election  of  judges 338 

Terra  of  office 338 

Compensation 338 

Certificate  of  age 338 

Tfccanciea,  how  filled 333 

JUBIflDlOnOH  OF  COURT 339 

Cause  of  action  ariaing  in  the  city 339 

Subject  of  action  situated  in  the  ci^ 339 

Defendants  residing  in  the  city 339 

Actions  against  corporatioos 339 

Old  powers  continued 340 

Same  jurisdiction  as  county  courts 340 

Jurisdiction  in  equity 340 

Service  of  process 341 

Attachraent  against  nqn-resident 311 

Injuries  to  personal  property 343 

Mechanics'  lien 342 

Forfeited    recognizances 313 

Supplementary  proceedings 312 

Jurisdiction   presumed 342 

Jurisdiction  generally 312 

The  Gonrt  hag  no  JuriBdletloD  In  mUodb  affUiut  Uie  mayor,  etc 342 

Proceedings  against  vessels 313 

Lands  out  of  the  State '. 343 

Appellate   jarisdletion 343 

Exclusive    jurisdiction 313 

FJnal  judgment 343 

Powers , 343 
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COMMON  PLEAS  OF  NEW  YORK  OTTY —CanUMted.  taqm. 

Diflcovery  of  books,  etc • 343 

UnMrilling  witness. . . . « 344 

Gommitment  of  party  for  not  paying  tax 344 

Over  judgment  of  inferior  courts 344 

Subpoenas 344 

Appointing  terms,  officers,  etc 344 

Powers  of  the  judges 344 

Chamber  business 344 

Delivery  of  books,  etc >. . .  344 

As  supreme  court  commissioners 344 

Holding  other  courts 346 

JtTDOMKNTS,  HOW  SINDBRID  BT. 345 

On  appeal 345 

Other  jadgments* 345 

OmoBRs  or  oourt 345 

Clerks^  orlers  and  attorneys 345 

Terms  or  the  ooubt 346 

General  term 346 

Appointment 346 

Booms,  etc 346 

Number  of  judges. « 346 

Jurisdiction. 346 

Special  term 346 

By  whom  held 346 

Appointment,  etc 346 

Jurisdiction 346 

BeMOYAL  or  CAUSES  TO  BUPRBMl  OOUBT 346 

What  aetions  may  be  remored 346 

Proceedings  on  remoral 347 

How  remoyed • 347 

Proceedings  after  remoyal 347 

Bemoyal  discretionary 347 

Bemoval  of  special  proceedings 347 

BuLES 347 

Supreme  court  mles  control 347 

Further  rules 348 

Appeals  from,  to  oourt  of  appeals 348 

Appeals  to  court^  from  marine  or  justice's  court 348 

COMMON  PLEAS,  OLD  OOUBT  OP : 

Former  jurisdiction  of. 420 

Organization  of 381 

Organization  before  1846 882 

Jurisdiction  as  a  colonial  court 384 

Jurisdiction  before  1846 384 

Powers  before  1846 392 

Officers  of 396 

Terms  and  judgments 397 

Bemoyal  of  causes  into  or  from 399 


Rules  and  calcndcLrB 401 

Appeals 402 

COMPENSATION : 

Fund  receiving,  benefit  ehould  mate 25 

CouriB  of  law  give  compensation  in  damages 10 

Equitj  CDurtfl  do  not  recompense,  by  compensation 16j  17,    19 

To  sheriff  for  taking  care  of  property .  . : 746 

To  private  person  for  serving  Buramonfl 516 

Of"Btlorneys  for  services 245 

Compensation  to  party  having  a  lien 80 

COMPETITION : 

Competition  in  trade  is  not  actiocable 36 

COMPLAINT : 

Demand  oy  copt,  whkn  couplaint  suxv,  but  sot  hbeved 503,  568 

Demand,  when  and  how  mode 603 

Service  of  copy,  in  what  cases  necefisorj 504 

Tfme  of  aervin^  complaint 504 

Enlarfing  the  time  of  service 504 

Time  to  answer,  after  service  of  complaint 505 

Effect  of  omliulon  to  serve  complaint 506 

Dismissal  for  non-service 563 

Complaint  used  as  an  affidavit  to  obtain  arreat 639 

CONCURRENT  JURISDICTION : 

United  States  courts  and  State  courts 44,  98,  2&4 

Of  New  York  superior  court  and  supreme  court 328 

Of  New  York  common  pleas  and  county  ooort 340,  342 

OfState  court  and  United  States  com-ts 98,  299,  300 

When  it  exists  between  different  courts 44 

CONFIDENTIAL  COMMUNICATIONS: 

Between  attorney  and  client 240 

C0NGRES3: 

Members  of,  not  liable  to  arrest 594 

Laws  of,  aa  to  ambassadors,  etc 593 

Laws  as  to  consuls 591 

Laws  as  to  removal  of  causes 266 

CONSANGUINITT: 

Disqualifies  judge 46 

CONSENT: 

Bars  action,  when 33 

In  making  contracts 35 

Does  not  oocrcr  jurisdiction  over  aubjeot-matter 45,  561 

May  confer  jurisdiction  over  person 46,  303 

CONSISTENCY: 

Does  not  require  uniformity  in  all  particulars  of  practice 30 

CONSPIRACY: 

When  no  action  lies  for 34 
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CONSTABLE :  paq*. 

Action  agamst,  when  to  be  brought.  * 69 

When  to  be  sued  for  escape. 60 

Leave  to  sue,  bond  of 196 

Not  an  officer  of  court  of  record  for  serving  summons 508 

When  he  may  maintain  replevin. . , 715 

CONSTABLE'S  BONDS : 

Leave  to  sue • • 196 

CONSOLIDATION  OF  ACTIONS: 

When  ordered 5.79 

CONSULS : 

Actions  by  and  against 264 

Consul  and  vice  consul  not  liable  to  arrest 594 

Jurisdiction  of  United  S]bates  district  court  in  actions  by  and  against 264 

CONTEMPT : 

Arrest  in  proceedings  for 631 

Power  of  court  to  punish  for. .  .# 227 

CONTINUING  NUISANCE : 

When  action  lies  for 76 

When  it  may  be  removed , 76 

CONTRACTS : 

Actions  founded  upon 35 

Elements  o^  what  are 35 

Maritime  jurisdiction  over 264 

Of  sale,  when  void  for  fraud 624,  628 

CONTROVERSIES,  SUBMISSION  OP  (See  auhmiuUm  of  Controversy). 

CONVERSION : 

Who  defendants  in  action  for i ^  131 

When  assignor  and  assignee  may  be  joined  in  action  for .-. .  131 

Arrest  in  actions  for % • 608-615 

CONVICTS : 

Action  by,  when  suspended 108 

How  sued. % 127 

When  he  cannot  assign  right  of  action 95 

Porfeits  civil  rights,  pubUc  offices  and  private  trusts 108 

CORONERS : 

When  to  act  as  sheriff 250 

Service  of  process  by 508 

When  to  execute  order  of  arrest 654 

CORPORATE  ELECTIONS : 

Power  of  supreme  court  over 299-301 

CORPORATIONS : 

Suits  by  and  against  corporations 99 

Suits  by  foreign  corporations. . « 99 

Suits  by  domestic  corporations. i 101 

Municipal  corporations,  how  sued 122 

Poreign  corporations,  how  sued i 122 

97 
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Sef urity  in  action  by  foreign  corporation  as  plaintifF 99 

Domostic  corporations,  how  sued, 123 

Ageat  of  foreign  corporation  may  sua  in  own  name 100 

Towns,  how  sued 122 

Eight  to  eeourity,  how  waived. 100 

Joint-stock  companieB 123 

Seligioua society  to  sue  incorporate  name. 101 

CORPORATIONS  AND  OFFICIRS : 

Power  of  supreme  court 301 

Officer,  when  liable  to  arrest. 619,  634 

Actions  against,  when  barred. 53 

Municipal  corpora  tions , 122 

Foreign  corporationB,  how  sued. , , , 122 

Domestic  corporations 123 

Corporations,  how  to  sue 99 

Foreign  corporations,  how  to  sue 99 

Domestic  corporations,  bow  to  sue 101 

Service  of  summons  on  corporations,  how  nude 612 

COSTS  (See  Fta  and  Colts). 

COtTNTBR  CLAIM: 

Leave  to  set  np,  not  necessary 193 

COUNTIES: 

How  they  may  sue  or  be  sued, 98 

How  made  defendants  121 


COUNTY  COURTS ; 


Early  coart  in  this  State 381 

Coart  before  1849 383 

Under  Constitatlon  of  184fl 382 

Present  or^anicatlon 333 

JnaisDionoM  of  ootmT 384 

Early  Jorfsdlction 384 

Jurisdiction  before  1818 384 

General  jarisdictlon 3S4 

Special  jurisdiction 384 

Appellate  Jurisdiction 383 

Proceedings  on  appeal 386 

Jurisdiction  nader  Constttntloii  of  1S4S. 386 

Id  special  coses 3SG 

Equity  jurisdiction 3S7 

Appellate  jurisdiction 3ST 

JurisdiclJon  under  the  Code 338 

Present  Jurisdiction 389 

Present  jurisdiction  in  general 389 

Present  original  jurisdiction, 388 

Present  appellate  jurisdiction ,  .  391 

FowEosorTSS  oodbi 393 
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OOTJNTT  COTTRTQ— Continued.  p^ob. 

Of  the  early  oonrt 392 

Powen  before  1846 392 

Powers  of  the  court 392 

Powers  of  the  jadgres 393 

Powers  nnder  Constltntloii  of  1846. 393 

Powers  in  general 393 

To  grant  new  trials 393 

Present  powers  of  the  court 393 

Present  powers 393 

Powers  of  judges .* 394 

Proceedings  in  county  court 394 

Acknowledgments 394 

In  proceedings  in  supreme  court 394 

Guardian  od  JUem 395 

Ordering  further  account . . . « 395 

Supplementary  proceedings 395 

Fraudulent  judgments. 395 

Assignees  for  benefit  of  creditors 395 

Bail  in  criminal  cases. 395 

Yacftting  arrests p 1 395 

Taxing  costs 395 

OmoiRS  or  the  ooubt 396 

Early  eonrts 396 

Court  before  1846 396 

Sheriff 396 

aerk 396 

Under  Gonstltiition  of  1846 396 

In  general 396 

Orier 397 

Present  eonrts. 397 

TkRMS  Aim  JUDOMDITS 397 

Early  eonrts 397 

Courts  before  1846 397 

Terms  of  court 397 

Judgments 398 

Conrts  nnder  Constitution  of  1846 398 

Terms  of 398 

Judgments  before  1846 399 

Present  eonrts.* 399 

RbmOTAL  or  OAUSBS  INTO  OB  FBOlf 399 

Early  eonrts 399 

Conrts  before  1846 399 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1846 400 

Remoyal  of  causes  into 400 

Remoyal  of  causes  from 400 

Present  eonrts 400 

Their  practice! 400 

Buns  Ain>   CALEMDABS 401 


COUNTY  COURTS— CbnWnusA  paob. 

Early  courts 401 

Court  before  1846 .' 401 

Cnder  the  ConBtltntlon  of  1846 401 

Present  practice. , 401 

Bnles 401 

Calendara 401 


Early  coarts 402 

Before  1846 , 402 

Appeals  to 403 

Appeftig  from 402 

Under  ConetitulJon  of  1846 403 

Appeals  in  general 403 

Appeals  Irom,  to  supreme  court 403 

Appeals  to,  from  justice's  court 403 

Appeals  in  special  proceedings .*. 403 

Present  practice  on  appeals 403 

COtJNTT  JUDaES: 

May  grant  order  of  atreat (135 

County  judges  may  make  orders  in  supreme  court  actions 303 

General  powera  of  county  judges 394,  395 

Cannot  hear  motion  to  vacate  arrests  in  supreme  court  actions 395 

May  t»i  eosla  under  old  fee  bill 395 

Powers  as  to  general  assignee 39S 

May  grant,  order  for  publishing  aummona 623 

Powers  as  to  supplementary  proceedings 395 

When  disqualified,  must  certify  cause  to  supreme   court 400 

Acts  as  BUn-ogate 404 

Election  and  compensation. 383 

COURTS: 

Powers  in  legal  action  terminate  with  judgment^  eto. 12 

Jurisdiction  of  state  courts. 43 

Jurisdiction  of  superior  and  inferior  courts 43 

Courts  having  exclusive  or  concurrent  jurisdiction 44 

Not  ousted  of  Jurisdiction  by  agreement  of  parties. 45 

Wlien  judge  of^  canuot  sit 46 


What  laaoourtl  Deftned 321 

General  division  of  courts 221 

EssentlalH  of  every  court 222 

Names  of  coarts  ef  thl8Stat« 223 

Or  cotrnTS  or  law 223 

Anla  repla 323 

IHtIsIoii  of  English  conrta 221 

Corresponding  conrta  In  this  StBte>  prlortoCode. 224 

CotTBTa  or  KQOITT 23S 

Old  court  of  chancery 22S 

Recognitions  nnder  colonial  ^Tenim«iit  and  State  eonstltnttan £S 
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COURTS — OontinuecL  paqb. 

Kerger  of  Goart  In  gapreme  court 225 

Organization  of  eonrts 226 

PpWXRS  or  COUBTS  JlJXD  JUDOSfl. 226 

Power  whenee  derired 226 

How  determined 227 

Powers  incidental  to  all  courts  of  record 227 

Powers  to  punish  for  contempt 227 

Terms  and  taoatiohs 227 

Terms  of  court 227 

Yacations  of  court 228 

Mode  or  HOLDnra  ooubts 228 

Sittings  must  be  public 228 

Non-judicial  days 228 

DiSOONTINUANOB  AND  IBBEGULARITT 228 

Yacancj  in  office 228 

Failure  to  hold  terms 229 

Immunities  and  liabiutiss  or  judoes 229 

Errors  of  judgment , 229 

Exemption  from  censure  and  reproach 229 

Indictment  or  impeachment  of  judge  for  corruption. jk 230 

Failure  to  adjourn 229 

Sheriff  as  officer  of  court 249* 

Clerks  of  the  courts 252 

How  elected  or  appointed. 252 

Nature  and  duties  of  office 252 

Reporters,  appointment  and  duties » 253,  254 

Stenographers,  appointment  and  duties  of  office 254 

Criers,  appointment  and  duties 254 

Commissioners  of  deeds,  and  povATis 255 

Notary  public  and  powers 255 

Officers  in  United  States  service 256 

Courts  of  law,  as  they  existed  prior  to  1846 419 

Courts  of  equity  prior  to  1846 432 

COURT  OF  APPEALS : 

Oboanization 279 

Early  court  of  last  resort 279 

Court  of  errors  before  1846 279 

Court  under  Constitution  of  1846. 279 

Present  organization 280 

Its  jubisoiotion 280 

Jurisdiction  before  1840 280 

Jurisdiction  under  Constitution  of  1840 281 

Present  Jurisdiction 281 

Powers  of  ooubt , 283 

Powers  before  1840 283 

Under  Constitution  of  1840 284 

Present  powers 284 

OmoBBS  or  thi  ooubt. .••...... 284 


COURT  OF  A.?PEiL8— CiwUAwKitt  t^su. 

Ottcers  before  1846 78i 

Under  Constitation  of  1848 284 

Preseot  officers 28i 

Terms  or  thb  codbt 285 

Terms  of  conrt  before  1846 285 

Under  ConstitDtion  of  1S46 2SS 

Present  rale  as  to  terms 2S5 

RpLEg  A.SD   0ALEKDAR8 286 

Bnlea  etc.,  before  184« 286 

Under  Constitution  of  1848 286 

Present  rules  and  calendar 286 


Before  184« 287 

Under  Const! tatlon  of  1846 287 

Present  practice 288 

ReMITTITUB  and  KHrOBOEHEm 28S 

Practice  before  1846 288 

Under  ConstitntEon  of  1846 289 

Present  practice 289 

COUBTS  CfF  EQUITY: 

^  Orlsin  of 225 

Tj'nder  colonial  and   Swte  constitution 225 

Merger  io  supreme  court 225 

COURT  OF  ERRORS  (See  Court  of  Apptali). 

COURTS  OF  LAW  : 

Origin  of 223,  224 

Practite  at  law  prior  to  1846 419 

.Old  practice,  how  far  retaioed 441 

Union  of,  with  equity 26 

OKEDITOR'SBILL: 

Leave  to  file  not  neoessuy 192 

In  aid  of  action  at  law 430 

CRIERS; 

Appointment  and  duties 254 

OHIMIHALSr 

Arrest  of  without  proceas 71 

Resisting  arrest ', 72 

CRIMINAl  CONNECTION : 

When  ground  of  arrest 609 

CRIMINAL  CHARGE : 

Arrest  on,  when  bar  to  civil  arreat 601 

CUMULATIVE- 

When  remedies  axe 39 

DAMAGE  FEASANT : 

Right  to  seize  cattle  doing  damags 77 

Who  has  a  right  to  seize  cattle 78 

This  remedy  is  cumulatiTe 7B 
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DAMAGE  YEASAI^T ^Continued.  paox. 

Cattle  must  be  taken  in  act  of  doing  damage 78 

Horse  with  a  rider  on  cannot  bfe  seized 78 

Nor  horse  and  cart^  when  used  by  party  driving 78 

Cattle  distrained  not  to  be  beaten  or  used 78 

Cattle  in  highways.  .* 78 

DAMAGES : 

When  too  remote  to  sustain  action 36 

When  not  sufficient  to  give  right  of  action 36 

Need  not  be  appreciable  to  sustain  action.  • '. 37 

DEATH  (See  Abatement^  etc)  : 

When  it  abates  action 61 

Of  sole  plaintiff ^ 140,  141 

Of  one  of  several  plaintiJft 141 

Of  sole  defendant 152 

Of  one  of  several  defendants 153 

Of  Judgment  debtor 154 

Of  party  to  an  appeal 155 

ClTil  death 155 

Actions  for  causing^  when  to  be  brought 60 

Cause  of  action  for  causing,  assignable 94 

Husband  may  sue  for  killing  wife 95 

DEBT: 

Cannot  be  assigned  by  the  party  owing 95 

DECEIT : 

Arrest  in  actions  to  recover  damage  for 629 

DECISIONS : 

Decisions,  as  establishing  the  practice 456-466 

Nature  and  effect  of 2 

^     Conflicting,  how  &r  hannonized 31 

Causes  of  conflict  in 30 

Effect  of  statutes  upon  prior  decisions 456 

DECLARATION,  SUITS  COMMENCED  BY: 

Former  mode  of  commencing  by ' 423,  425 

DECREE: 

How  entered  in  equity  suits 437 

Interlocutory  and  final 437 

Rectifying  decrees 438 

Rehearing  decrees 439 

Execution  of  decrees 1 . . .  439 

May  be  framed  to  meet  all  exigencies 19 

Remedial  relief  given  by 20 

DEFAULT : 

Default^  relief  from 578 

When  defendant  allowed  to  come  in  and  defend 527 

DEFENDANTS  IN  ACTIONS : 

Who  may  be  defendants  in  a  snit 120 

Foreign  government  cannot  be  sued 120 


DEFENDANTS  IN  ACTIONS— ConiTni«d.  P^ot 

Maj  be  mnde  defendant  for  some  purposes 120 

Foreign  ambassador  Dot  suable  in  Stele  courts. . : 120 

Domestlo  servants,  not  suable 121 

Consuls  and  vice-consuls,  secretBry  of  I^atjon  and  attaches,  not  enable. . .  121 

States 121 

Ooe  State  cannot  be  sued  in  comlB  of  another..  „ "  ..  121 

Conntles,  how  made  dercndaota 121 

Towns,  how  made  derendanta ^ 122 

Corparations 122 

Municipal  corporations,  how  sued 122 

Foreign  corporations,  how  sued 122 

When  plaintjff  and  defendant  both  foreign  corporations,  court  will  not  en- 

1            tertain  jurisdiction 122 

Foreign  corporation  not  enjoined  from  pajing  dividend 123 

They  may  appear  by  attorney i , , ,  123 

Docnestio  corporations,  how  sued 123 

ABSoelatlons 123 

How  jcintr^tock  companies  and  associations  sued 123 

Banking  associations,  how  sued 123 

IndiridualH  generBllf 123 

Person  claiming  interest  adverse  to  plaintiff  made  defendant 124 

Harried  women 124 

Married  woman,  how  sued  for  torts 124 

When  husband  joined,  and  when  not  for  tort 125,  126 

Husband  joined  for  wife's  libel 126 

May  be  sued  for  assault  and  battery  by  wife 126 

Idlote,  iDDaticB,  habitual  dmnkards 126 

How  sued 126 

Infants 127 

Mugt  appear  by  guardian  ad  lilem Vtl 

ConTlcts 127 

May  be  made  defendants 127 

Persons  civilly  dead  may  be  sued 127 

Unknown  defendants 126 

May  be  sued  under  fictitious  name 128 

Non-resIdentA 128 

How  made  defendants 123 

(See  Non-reaident  Partiet.) 

What  interest  will  authorize  joinder  of  defendantfl 128 

Most  be  common  interest  in  point  in  issue 128 

Demand.'^  gainst  defendants  joined  must  be  of  the  same  nature 128 

AU  parties  necessary  to  a  complete  determination  of  controversy  may  be 

joined 123 

Wbo  to  Join  in  actions  of  forecloanre. 129 

Mortgagor  and  persons  acquiring  rights  subsequent  to  mortgage 129 

Prior  incumbrancers  when  joined 129 

Party  to  executory  contract  to  convey  mortgaged  premises  when  joined.. .  129 

Assignees  or  pajKhaaen  pendente  lite  when  joined 129 
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DEFENDANTS  IN  ACTIONS —Cbn^nueei  p^ot 

In  actions  of  ejectment 130 

Bule  as  to  joinder  under  Revised  Statutes. 130 

Rule  under  the  Code 130 

Landlord  and  tenant  may  be  joined 130 

All  persons  claiming  title  or  right  of  possession  maj  be  joined. 130 

In  actions  for  torts ^ 130 

Negligence 130 

Joint  trespass 131 

Conversion. 131 

Slander  and  libel 131 

Joinder  of  husband  and  wife  in  actions  for 131 

Persons  liable  on  the  same  Instmment 131 

In  general .^ 131 

Rule  at  common  law 132 

Rule  under  the  Code 132 

All  parties  liable  on  the  same  obligation  or  instrument  may  be  joined 132 

All  parties  to  bills  of  exchange  or  promissory  notes  may  be  joined ]  32 

Guarantor  and  maker  of  promissory  note  cannot  be  joined. 133 

Indorser  and  maker  of  note  may  be  joined 133 

Who  must  bb  joined  as  defendants ^ 133 

All  persons  united  in  interest 133 

What  interest  renders  joinder  compulsory 134 

Exceptions  to  greneral  mle 134 

Where  parties  are  numerous,  etc • 134 

Residents  and  non-residents,  when  joined 134 

In  real  actions 134 

In  actions  of  foreclosure 134 

In  action  of  partition 135 

Actions  against  partnership 136 

General  partnership 136 

Limited  partnerships .'  136 

Actions  between  firms  having  a  common  partner 136 

Persons  in  an  indlvidnal  and  persons  in  a  representatiTe  capacity 137 

In  general .• - 137 

When  not  to  be  joined 137 

May  be  joined  in  real  actions 137 

Trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  need  not  join 138 

When  receiver  and  owner  of  trust-ftmd  must  be  joined 138 

When  assignor  and  assignee  must  join. 138 

Parties  to  frandnlent  conveyances 138 

Who  must  be  joined  in  actions  to  set  aside 138 

Remedy  against  e&bob  as  to  propeb  defendants 139 

Wlien  there  is  a  non-Joinder  of  parties  defendant 139 

Demurrer  lies,  if  defect  apparent 139 

Defect  not  apparent  objected  to  by  answer. 139 

Mifljoinder  of  parties  defendant 139 

Objection  not  a  subject  of  demurrer 139 

When  demurrer  lies • •  •  140 
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DEFENDANTS  IN  ACTIONS— Om«iM«i  rAom. 

When  objection  may  be  takea  at  the  trisl 140 

Effect  of  mi^oinder 140 

DEFEND,  LEAVE  TO: 

When  leave  mii£t  be  obtaiaed 676 

DEFENSE  OF  OTHERS : 

Right  to  defend  other  persona .*. 70 

DEFENSE  OF  PERSON: 

Right  of  self-defenae 67,     68 

.  DEFENSE  OF  PROPERTY; 

Defense  of  personal  property 68 

Defense  of  real  property 68 

DEFINITION: 

Of  an  action 4,  6^      9 

Of  jurisdictdon 40 

Of  retainer,  remitter,  and  lien. 7^    80 

Of  accord  and  of  arbitration 81 

Of  interpleader 165 

Of  the  term,  "  practice" 411 

Of  the  term,  "judgment" 427 

Of  decree 437,  438 

Of  the  word  "  appearance" 6S6 

Of  the  term  "  arreat" 687 

Of  the  term  "  court" Kl 

DSUAND: 

Demand  before  aotion,  for  gooda  sold  on  oommisdon. 67 

Before  action,  when  necessary 214 

Notice  when  necessary,  before  action 214 

When  necessary  in  replevin 731,  724 

DEMAND  OF  COMPLAINT: 

Demand  of  copy  complaint  filed  but  not  serred. 603 

Demand,  when  and  how  made 503 

Service  ol  copy  in  what  cases  necessary 00ft 

Time  of  Eerving  complaint OOt 

Enlarging  time  of  service 604 

Time  to  answer  after  sertice  of  complaint 606 

Effect  of  omissions  to  aerve  complaint fiOB 

Effect  of  service  aiter  statutory  time  expires. 606 

DEMURRER: 

Demurrer  in  action  at  law 423 

Judgment  on  demurrer 427,  428 

Judgment  on  demurrer  in  equity  under  old  practice , 435 

When  remedy  for  defect  of  plaintifis 119 

When  not  remedy  for  miajoinder  of  plaintiffs IIS 

When  remedy  for  non-joinder  of  defendant 13S 

When  not  remedy  for  non-joinder  of  defendant 139 
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DEPOSITIONS :  p^o^ 

Mode  of  taking  OTidenoe  in  equity 437 

How  evidence  may  be  procured  by 86 

When  superior  court  does  not  take 329 

When  superior  court  compels  witness  to  make 330 

Common  pleas,  when  it  compels  witness  to  make 344 

DEPOSIT  IN  LIEU  OF  BAIL  : 

When  and  how  made , 667,  691 

Payment  of  deposit  into  oourt^  by  sheriff 691 

Substituting  bail  for  deposit 691 

Application  of  deposit^  if  not  reclaimed 692 

DESIGNATION  OF  JUDGES: 

How  assigned  to  special  district 231 

Allotment  of  United  States  courts'  judges 260 

Allotment  of  supreme  court  judges 294 

Of  superior  court  in  New  York. .  .\ 324 

Of  New  York  common  pleas 338 

DETAINER : 

By  sheriff,  of  person  in  custody  of  the  law .- 662 

By  sheriff,  of  property  replevied 741 

Not  legal,  if  prior  process  void 601 

iDEYISEES : 

When  executorto  be  joined  with  as  plaintiff ^ 116 

DIBEOTION  IN  SUMMONS: 

How  directed  in  summons .' 469 

DISABILITY : 

Where  plaintiff  is  under  disability  (See  Idmiiationaf  etc) 

How  long  it  continues 60 

Its  effect  in  preserving  right  of  action 50 

Bight  of  action  after  removal  of. 60 

When  two  or  more  co-exist 50 

BISGLAIMEB:     • 

One  mode  of  defense  in  equity 436 

DISCONTINUANOB : 

Vacancy  in  office,  no  ground  for 228 

Nor  failure  to  hold  term 229 

Nor  Mure  to  adjourn 229 

Of  action  of  replevin 746 

DISCOVERY: 

Former  mode  of  applying  for 433,  434 

Of  papers  for  framing  complaint 552 

Of  books  and  papers  to  draw  answer 583 

Of  papers,  etc.,  by  superior  court  of  New  York 330 

Of  books,  eta,  of  common  pleas  of  New  York 343 

Right  of  action  for  fraud,  suspended  until 52 

When  not  so  suspended 53 

Action  suspended  for  fraud  only  in  equity  cases. « 58 
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DI5CEETI0N :  ,*«. 

DraoRETioit  or  oomtT,  is  tuniRa  or  PEUonni 463 

Neceasltj  of  gnoh  *  poirer 463 

Discretion,  how  exercised. 464 

Berlewtng  exercise  of  dlseretittn 465 

DISQU  ALrFICATION  - 

Of  judges. 46 

Of  bftil 6S7 

Of  attorney,  to  MlmiatBter  OBth : 256 

Of  attorney  to  be  baU 646 

Of  clerks  to  practice 253 

Ofjudgeatosit  in  review  of  their  own  deoiaions 295 

Sheriff  not  allowed  to  hold  other  office 249 

Aliens,  disqualified  from  ening. &3,  107 

DISTINCTIONS ; 

Between  conrmon  law  and  equity -  18 

In  cases  or  principles  when  proper 14 

Between  law  and  equity  not  abrogated  as  to  TTnited  States  courts -  28 

DISTRESS : 

Distruniag  and  seizing  cattle 77 

Original  object  of  action  of  replevin 706 

FroTisions  of  Befised  Statutes,  as  to 710 

Actions  for  diatruned  property,  where  brought 183 

DISTRICT  COURTS: 

Of  New  York  city,  leave  to  sue  judgment lU 

DISTRICT  COURT  OF  UNITED  STATES: 


Jndges 263 

Offlcen 263 

Its  oiTn,  ^rntisDioTioit 263 

Original  Jnrlsdiotloii 263 

Id  admiralty  snlta '. ^ 2Q 

For  msrine  torts * 263 

■aritime  eontrute 264 

Concurrent  JnrUdlotlon 261 

In  action  by  and  against  eonsnla 264 

Issning  i^JinctloBS 264 

In  bankruptcy 265 

Habeas  eorpns 265 

DIVISION  OF  COURTS : 

DiTlsIon  of  English  eonrtfl 224 

Division  of  conrta  In  this  Stats 224 

Division  made  by  Code 221 

6eneral  division 223 

DIVORCE: 

Arrest  in  actions  for , 609,  684 

Proof  of  service  of  smnmonsin  actions  for 644 

iucUous  for,  where  brought 184 
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DOCUMENTARY  EVIDENCB:  paqe. 

Term  defined. 84 

DOMICILE : 

Definition  of  tenn 610 

Change  of,  not  necessarj  to  constitute  non-resident 61 

DOWER : 

Remedies  for,  at  law  or  in  equity 15 

Action  for,  when  to  be  brought ', 62 

Mortgagor's  wife,  when  barred  of 135 

DRUNKARDS : 

Actions  bj,  how  brought ,.;....  105 

Actions  againsty  how  brought 105 

County  court  has  jurisdiction  over 390 

Serrice  of  summons  on 514 

Leave  to  sue ; .  201 

DWELLINQ  HOUSE: 

Defense  of ,,,     69 

When  it  may  be  abated  as  nuisance , 76 

EJECTMENT : 

Who  defendants  in  actions  of 129 

When  heirs  may  sue  separately  in  action 113 

Where  trial  must  be  had 181 

When  wife  may  sue  without  her  husband  in 116 

When  actions  of,  must  be  brought. . .  • 53,     54 

Joinder  of  plaintifib  in 113 

Demanding  authority  of  plaintiff's  attorney # . . .  563 

Leave  to  sue  in 198,  200 

Cannot  arrest  defendant  in  action  of. ,  615,  617 

Who  defendant  in  action  of 129,  130 

Landlord  and  tenant  may  be  joined  as  defendants  in  actions  of 130 

ELECTIONS : 

Voters  exempt  firom  arrest  on  election  day 599 

Voters  exempt  from  service  of  summons  on  election  day 515 

Judges  elected  at 231 

Election  of  judge  to  fill  vacancy 294 

Sheriff  elected 249 

Clerks  elected • .' 252 

Between  action  or  order  of  inteipleader 166 

United  States  judges  not  elected 257 

United  States  circuit  judge  not  elected 260 

United  States  district  judge  not  elected 263 

ELECTION  OF  ACTIONS : 

Election  between  replevin  and  other  actions 723 

Party  must  abide  by  election 723 

Cannot  have  both  remedies  at  same  time \  ....*. .  723 

Election  of  actions  under  former  practice 422 


ELISORS:  rica. 

When  appointed 251 

When  to  serve  process t 609 

When  to  gerre  order  of  ureat 655 

When  toserre  Bammons 609 

ENTET,  OH  BIGHT  OF  ENTRY; 

When  valid  te  m  cUim  to  real  estate 54 

EQUITABLE  ACTIONS: 

Apply  just  and  reaaonable  rules 8 

Fumiah  preventive  relief. 9 

Acta  on  the  person  and  not  by  damages 16 

Prevents  wrongs  or  iqjuries 16^    17 

Compels  specific  pertonnance,  eto 17 

Restcmns  commisBioa  of  wrongful  acts 19 

Jurj  not  nsnally  employed 20 

Relief  may  be  granted  or  refiised 20 

Grants  reUef  where  law  does  not 21 

Will  not  be  instrument  of  injustice 21 

Governed  by  settled  rules. 22,    23 

Devisee  new  remedies 23 

Mode  of  relief 24 

M»-rima  as  to  remedies  in  equity 2i,    25 

When  equity  rales  and  remedies  i^ply 37 

When  to  be  commenced 61 

ERHOE,  WRIT  OP: 

In  former  actions  at  law 431 

Writ  of  error  &om  former  supreme  oourL 321 

Writ  of  error  in  early  practice. 418 

Writ  of  error  in  United  States  circuit  court 263 

Writ  of  error  to  supreme  courts  nnder  dd  practice 321 

ERRORS,  COURT  POR  CORBBOTION  OF: 

Under  the  former  pntctioe. 279 

Jurisdiction  o£ 280 

Powersof 283 

Officers  of 28* 

Terms  of 385 

Rules  and  calendars  in. 2S6 

Judgment ^ 2Sr 

Remittitur  and  enforoement 288 

ESCAPE: 

Linbility  of  sheriff  for OM 

When  action  for  must  be  brought 63^    60 

Wlien  justifiablu TJ 

Return  of  prisoner  before  action,  good  defense 8M 

Right  of  fiheriS'  to  recapture  defendant 6S4 

EVTDEiVCE : 

Hulea  not  changed  by  union  of  remedies 37,U 

If  not  attainable,  is  aa  bad  as  if  non-existent ........•..•■     O 

PerpeluiiliniL  by SI^BB 
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BYIDSNGE — CarUmued.  p^ob. 

Duty  of  attending  to 33 

Written  eyidenoe 86 

Oral  evidence 86 

Documentary  eyidence 85 

Duty  to  secure  evidence 33,    87 

EVIDENCES  OP  TITLE  TO  PROPERTY: 

When  repleviable 714 

EVIDENCB  OP  DEBT : 

When  replevin  lies  for 714 

EXCEPTIONS  TO  GENERAL  RULES : 

Where  and  how  allowed 13,    14 

EXECUTION : 

When  order  of  arrest  necessary  to  justify  arrest  on ' 706 

Property  taken  on,  not  repleviable  unless  exempt '. 710 

When  replevin  lies  for  property  taken  on 722 

Action  for  not  returning,  when  to  be  brought *. , .    59 

Action  for  seizing  and  selling  property  on 59 

Action  for  not  paying  over  money  collected  on 59 

Executions  under  former  practice 430 

EXECUTORS,  Em: 

Actions  by 104 

Actions  by  foreign  executors 108 

Of  deceased  judgment  creditor  may  sue  without  leave 192 

Actions  against  executors 137 

Joinder  as  defendant  with  other  parties 137 

Extension  of  statutes  of  limitations  as  to 62 

Presenting  claims  to 62 

Action  on  claim 62 

Pleading  of  statute  of  limitations  by 66 

EXEMPTION : 

Prom  service  of  summons 509-515 

From  arrest  under  non-imprisonment  act 590 

Action  on  judgment  founded  on  contract 590 

In  proceedings  arising  but  of  non-payment  of  costs 590 

Exceptions  to  exemption 591 

From  arrest  under  the  Code 591 

Character  of  the  exemption 591 

Where  arrest  not  authorized  by  Code  or  non-imprisonment  act 592 

Under  United  States  law 592 

Ambassadors,  foreign  ministers  and  their  domestic  servants  exempt 593 

Consuls  and  vice-consuls  exempt 594 

Soldiers  and  sailors  in  United  States  service  exempt 595 

Under  other  statntes  and  decisions ' 595 

Members  and  officers  of  State  legislature 596 

Sute  militia 596 

Policemen 596 

Canal  oommissionerB,  etc • 596 


EXEMPTION— ConfinMi 

Officers  of  courts  of  record  . . 
FartJcB  to  suits,  jurors  and  i 

Tot«rs  on  election  Aaj 599 

Females 599 

Pftrtj  previously  arrested 600 

Defeadants  ia  sctions  on  judgmenia 602 

Id  actioDS  between  partners 60t 

Arrest  of  exempt  ptitj,  false  imprisoiunent  lies 705 

Waiver  of  exemption , 601 

EXONERATION: 

When  bail  exonerated  by  judge 673 

Wlen  by  deatli  of  defendaDt 674 

At  what  time 676 

Extenuon  of  time  for 677 

ProceeaiTigB  for 873 

EXTENSION"  OS  REMEDIES: 

How  estended  and  applied  to  new  cases 2,  3,     i 

How  extended  by  common  law 13,    14 

Power  gi-ven  by  the  Code 467,  483 

EXTRAORDINARY  TERMS : 

Of  supreme  court,  how  appointed 817,  318 

FACT,  QUESTIONS  OFTRIAL  BY  JURY: 

Jury  tries  facts  in  legal  actions- 14 

No  jury  in  equity 20,  436 

Questions  of  fact,  trial  by  jury  or  referee 436 

FACTS : 

Not  provable,  are  practically  non-existent 33 

Are  there  sufficient  to  make  a  case 34 

Are  there  sufficient  to  establish  a  defense 34 

How  stated  in  affidavit  to  obtain  order  of  arrest 636 

FACTOR:   • 

When  liable  to  arrest 620 

His  general  liabilities 621 

Demand  before  action 67 

FALSE  IMPRISONMENT : 

Wlien  ground  of  arrest 614 

When  action  lies  for 662,  665,  TOB 

When  action  lies  for  illegal  arrest 705 

Action,  when  to  be  brought flD 

FALSE  REPRESENTATIOffS: 

False  representations  in  obtaining  credit,  when  ground  of  arresL 634 

FAILURE  TO  HOLD  OR  ADJOURN  COURTS: 

Effect  or  omission 228,  229 

Inability  of  judges  to  attend. '. 316,  313 

FEES  AND  COSTS : 

Fees,  for  serving  summons 51$ 

Shariff'a  fees  and  expenses  in  replevin 74C 
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FEES  AND  COSTS -—ConUnued.  taok. 

Fees  of  attorney *. 245 

Lien  of  attorney  for. 246 

Sheriff  may  demand  fees  in  adyaoee 516 

Sheriff's  fees  may  b^  taxed  as  costs 507 

Power  of  clerk  to  tax  or  adjust 252 . 

When  judges  cannot  tax 307 

When  he  may  tax. 308 

FEMAIiES  : 

When  exempt  from  arrest 599 

When  liable  toarrest 631 

When  may  sue  alone 110,  114 

Actions  against 124 

Joinder  with  husband  in  actions  for  tort 131 

May  sue  as  poor  person 207 

FENOE: 

When  may  be  removed  as  nuisance 77 

If  out  of  repair,  cattle  not  distndnable. 78 

EIDUCIART  CAPACITY : 

Money  or  property  received  in,  when  ground  of  arrest 619 

Factor,  when  liable  to  arrests : . . .  620 

Taking  note  no  bar  of  arrest 622 

FILING-  PAPERS,  Em : 

Filing  complaint^  affidavit^  and  order  for  publication 528 

Filing  notice  of  lis  pendens 497 

filing  papers  for  sheriff's  return 550 

FQing  all  papers  in  action 553 

Filing  papers  in  arrest  and  bail. 645,  648,  706 

Filing  replevin  papers 745 

FISH: 

When  action  lies  for  taking,  and  when  not 36,  37 

FIXTURES  : 

When  repleviable  and  when  not 712 

Building,  when  fixture  and  when  not 713 

As  to  law  of  fixtures. 713 

FORCIBLE  ENTRY  UPON  LAND  : 

When  no  action  lies  for 75 

What  remedy  may  be  had  for , ,     75 

FORECLOSURE  OF  MORTGAGES : 

A^ction  for,  where  tried 182 

Notice  of  lis  pendens  indispensable 494 

Mortgage  foreclosure,  statute  of  limitations,  as  to 61 

To  redeem  mortgage 61 

Defendants  in  foreclosure  actions « 129,  134 

Notices  in  summons 478 

Notice  of  no  personal  claim 492 

Notice  of  pendency  of  action 494 

Where  assignor  of  mortgage  proper  party 114 
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FOBBION  EUBASSADOBS,  UDnSIEBS,  Sra. :  r^^ 

Not  defeadaaU  in  actioD 130 

Not  iMblo  to  wrwt 593 

U*j  nie  in  United  SUtM  inpramo  court 250 

VOBSIQN  EXEGUTOBS: 

Action*  by 10^  lOB 

HiaMugnee  m*;  sue  in  tliij  State 109 

Nunes,  hoT  described  in  mmmons 470 

FOBBION  OOVEBNHBNT: 

When  to  be  plsinliff  in  sctioa 87 

Aa  deftenduils  insctionB 190 

Majanein  State  courta 97 

When  may  bub  in  United  State*  oourt 25B 

VOBFBITUBES: 

Shares  of  stock,  effect  of  forfoitii^f 39 

Actions  for,  when  brongfaL 60,    61 

Plaintiffiiin  MtioTiB  for 1« 

Service  of  summons  in  Mtions  for 477 

Indorsement  of  summons  in  actions  for 481 

Arrest  in  actions  for 605 

Who  may  sue  for 90 

Statute  action  for 39 

Proceedings  for,  when  cumulativa 39 

FBiDD : 

Defendants  in  notions  to  set  Bfiide  conveyances  for 138 

Fraud  in  Bervice  of  summonB 640,  541 

Fraudulent  representations,  arrest  in  tctions  for 609 

Frniid  in  contrarting  debt,  when  ground  of  arrest G24 

What  is  fraud,  in  such  a  esse 824,  638 

Fraud  in  concealing  property,  arrest  for G2S 

In  action  for  damages  for,  a  ground  of  arrest 629 

Removing  property  with  intent  to  defraud  creditors 690 

Fraudulent  arregts SB 

In  vendee  entitles  vendor  to  maintain  replevin 7U 

Fraud  vitiates  sale  obtained  by ... 624^-438 

Actions  for  rehef,  when  brought 5^     68 

GENERAL  TERM: 

Of  supreme  court  under  Constitution  of  1846 315 

Of  supreme  court,  as  now   held 31S    | 

Of  supreme  court  of  New  York  city 3 

Of  common  pleas  of  New  Tork 3 

Of  superior  court  of  Buffalo .,  3 

Of  city  court  of  Brooklyn | 

Assigning  judges  for 2SI,  ] 

Power  of  supreme  court  at  general  term 

GRANTEE: 

Grantee  of  estate,  when  to  sue , 

Wlien  may  sue  in  name  of  grantor 
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GBANTOR:  pao.. 

When  action  may  be  bronght  in  name  of. 90 

When  made  defendant  in  foreclosure 135 

Fraadulent  grantor,  when  made  party  to  action 138 

Fraodolent  grantor,  when  liable  to  arrest. . . » 607,  630 

QROWINa  GRASS: 

When  repleviable 713 

When  treated  as  peisonal  property 713 

GUARDIAN: 

When  general  goardian  may  sue  without  in&nt 109 

GUARDIAN  AD  LITEM: 

G-oardian  for  infant  plaintiff 485 

When  infant  wife  does  not  require 109 

To  be  appointed  before  issuing  summons 485 

On  whose  application 485 

Application,  to  whom  made ,,  485 

Who  appointed,  and  who  not 485 

Duties  of  guardian 486 

Removal  of 486 

Effect  of  omitting  to  appoint 204^  486 

Appointment  of  guardian  for  in&nt  defendant 127,  569 

When  to  be  appointed 569 

Effect  oi  omission  to  appoint 127,  204,  568 

Application,  to  whom  made 127,  569 

Application,  by  whom  made 568 

Who  appointed  guardian 570 

Duty  of  guardian ^ 570 

May  not  receive  money  without  giving  security 571 

Leave  to  sue 204 

Judgment  agunst  infant  void  if  not  appointed 204 

GUARDIAN'S  BONDS: 

Leave  to  sue 197 

Guardian  for  infant  plaintiff  must  give  bond 485 

HABEAS  CORPUS : 

Remedy  for  recaption  of  person 73 

Jurisdiction  of  supreme  court  over  writ , 297 

Jurisdiction  of  United  States  district  court. 265 

Superior  court  of  New  York  may  issue 331 

When  city  court  of  Brooklyn  cannot  issue 375 

HABITUAL  DRUNKARDS  (See  Drunkards) : 

Actions  by  committees  of 105 

May  not  sue  alone 110 

How  sued 126 

Service  of  summons  on 514 

HANDCUFFS : 

When  use  o^  illegal fiito 


HBIHS  OR  DEVISEES  (See  DevUtes) :  ^am. 

When  ftction  brought  by 6* 

When  actions  brought  agunEt Q 

When  substituted  ai  parties 141 

Purchase  from,  when  not  impaired 62 

When  heirs  may  sue  separately 113 

HIGH  WATS: 

CommiBsioneTB  of,  how  to  sue 102,  103,471 

HOLIDAYS: 

Courts  not  held  on 228 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE: 

When  to  join  as  pl^dffe 110,  114 

JoindBT  as  defeudants 124,   131,  135 

Defense  of 70 

Gecaption  of 73 

Service  on  husband  when  serrice  on  wife 511 

When  wife  not  liable  to  arrest 631 

IDIOTS: 

Kay  not  sae  alone 110 

How  sued 126 

Cnstody  of,  by  supreme  nourt 

Custody  of,  by  Buflalo  superior  court 352 

Custody  o^  by  city  court  of  Brooklyn 3T* 

County  courts 

IQNORANCE : 

No  one  excused  for  ignorance  of  law S 

Ignorance  of  fraud 52,  5S 

Effect  of 56 

Ignorance  ornaraes  of  parties 469 

Ignorance  of  reaiJenoe  of  plaintiff 471 

Ignorance  of  residence  of  defendant S35 

Effect  of  filing   lis  pendens , .  497 

Ignorance  of  rights  of  clumants  in  interpleader 171 

Ignorance  of  rules  of  practice 238^  pi 

ILLEGALITY: 

Of  ground  of  action 39 

When  arrest  illegal 6S6 

When  illegal  and  liability  for GSS 

Bar  to  action 39 

IMMinTITY  OP  JUDGES : 

Judge  not  liable  for  acts  in  civil  actions 23> 

May  be  indicted  or  impeached  for  corruption S3> 

IMPEISONMENT  FOR  DEBT : 

When  State  may  exempt  parties  from 

When  exemption  from,  under  non-imprisonment  act 

IMPRISONED  PERSON: 

May  be  sued 
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IMPEACHMENT :  p^^oa. 

Judges  may  be  impeached  for  corruption 230 

Howremoved 231 

INNKEEPER : 

When  liable  to  arrest 609 

Claims  against  for  lost  goods  assignable 93 

INDORSEMENTS: 

Special  indorsement  on  process  in  suits  forpenalties 481' 

INFANTS: 

In&nt  wife  joined  with  husband  needs  no  guardian , 109 

How  thej  must  sue 109 

What  proceedings  may  be  had  without  guardian  ad  Ktem 109 

Huw  sued 127 

Appointing  guardian  for  infant  plaintiff 568 

Leave  to  bring  action  by 204 

Leaye  to  bring  action  against ; 204 

Liable  to  arrest  in  civil  action 634 

Custody  0^  by  supreme  court 302 

County  court^  power  to  sell  estate  of 390 

To  compel  specific  performance  by 390 

Surrogate's  power  to  appoint  guardians 406 

INHABITANCY : 

Definition  of  term 610 

INJUNCTION : 

When  granted  in  equitable  suits 16, 17, 18,  19 

When  suspends  statute  of  liznitations » 62 

Injunction  bond,  leave  to  sue 197 

Plaintifis  in  suits  to  restrain  actions Ill 

Dissolving  injunctions 567 

When  granted  by  United  States  district  court 264 

Not  issued  to  restrain  receiver's  suit 200 

When  allowed  in  interpleader  cases ^ 175 

INJUNCTION  BOND: 

Leave  to  sue  on 197 

Plainlifi^  in  action  on ^ Ill 

Plaintiff  in  action  to  restrain  nuisance Ill 

INJURY  TO  PERSON : 

When  ground  of  arrest 613 

Accidental  injury  no  ground  of  action ', 35 

When  action  lies  for 34 

Actions  for,  when  to  be  brought 58 

Defense,  by  resistance 68 

Defense  of  others 70 

Married  woman  may  sue  for 115 

Husband,  when  liable  for  wife's  acts 125,  126 

Right  of  action,  when  survives 91,  92,  142 

By  &]se  imprisonment 705 


INJUET  TO  CHARACTER:  ,i„ 

When  grouad  of  arrest 611 

Action  for,  when  to  b«  btought tt 

Uarried  womaD,  wheo  may  aua,  uid  be  Bned  for 115 

Joint  action  gainst  defendant 13] 

Female,  when  liable  to  arrest 600 

Female  arrested  for  wiMil  injury  to  character  or  property 631 

INJTTRINa,   TAKING,   DBTAININO    OR   CONVBRTINa  PBB30NA1 
PEOPEETT: 

When  a  ground  of  arrest 616 

Action  for,  when  to  be  brought S7,   SB 

INJUET  TO  REAL  PROPERTY : 

No  arrest  in  actions  for 615-61T 

Actions  for,  when  to  b«  brou^t S7 

Action,  where  triable ISl 

Equitable  actions  for 181 

Legal  actions  for ISl 

No  jurisdiction,  if  land  out  of  Statfi 17,  303 

INSOLVENTS: 

When  discharge  o^  exempts  from  arrest 701 

Jurisdiction  of  supreme  court  over 299 

Leave  to  sue  upon  Judgment  t^sinst 193 

mSOLTENT  C0EP0RATI0N8: 

Actions  against,  by  sttomey-getieTml 213 

INTENT: 

A  question  of  fact  and  not  of  law 630 

When  question  of  intent  determines  right  to  arrest ^^-639 

Fraudulent  intent,  when  presumed 636 

Fraudulent  intent,  how  evidenced 621 

INTEBEST; 

What  interest  authorizes  joinder  of  platntifb 110 

Whftt  inteteet  oomp«U  joioder  at  pluati^ 113 

Joinder  of  a!i  defendants  interested 133 

Action  to  be  brought  by  real  party  in  interest B8 

Eiceptioo  to  rule  ae  to  interest 90 

Interest  disqualiRes  judge W 

FlBintiSs  need  not  have  joint,  equal  or  common  interests Ill 

INTERLOCUTORT  DECREE: 

Wtiat  was  such  under  former  practice .1X1 

When  entered 411 

INTERLOCUTORY  JUDGMENT: 

Judgments  in  former  practice Vt 

When  and  how  entered .431 

In  what  actions ••■.••..•.,  fli' 

INTERLOCUTOKY  ORDER; 

How  obtained  in  former  equity  practice, ,. ..*...j..«  Mj 
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INTSBPLBADER:  pj^^ 

Defiiutioiu  vad  cMes  where  allowed 165 

Natare  and  object  of  remedy 165 

Action  and  order  when  concurrent  remedies 166 

Election  between  action  and  order 166 

What  faetB  easentiml  to  a  right  to  tiie  remedj 167 

Principles  goreming  relief 167 

Parties  seeking  relief  most  be  disinterested 168 

Must  hare  no  adequate  remedy  at  law 169 

Must  be  ignorant  of  rights  of  claimants 170 

Claims  of  parties  must  be  identical 170 

Oharaoter  of  the  property  claimed 172 

Claims,  how  urged 172 

Applicant  must  be  in  possession  of  matter  in  dispute 173 

Party  must  be  diligent 174 

Aetion  of  intefi^leader 174 

Old  rules  of  action  still  in  force : 174 

Complaint  and  affidavit  in  action 174 

Injunction,  when  allowed 175 

Answer  or  demurrer  in  action 175 

Decree  in  the  action 175 

Belief  on  default 175 

Costs  in  the  action 176 

Order  of  interpleader  nnder  Code 176 

Application  for  order,  when  made 176 

Who  may  apply  for 176 

Notice  of  application 176 

Affidavits  on  application 177 

Order  of  interpleader 178 

Appeal  from  order. 179 

When  defendant  should  apply  for  order 580 

IBREaULABITIES : 

Irregular  service  of  summons  set  aside ^ 540 

Irregular  for  infant  plaintiff  to  sue  without  guardian 109 

Irregular  for  infant  to  appear  without  guardian 127,  485 

Suing  without  leave  (See  Leave  to  due). 

Irregularities  as  to  holding  courts « 228 

In  publishing  summons 499 

In  service  of  summons 540 

In  making  arrests 656,  660 

Waiver  of 660 

ISSUES : 

May  be  framed  and  tried  by  jury 20 

How  formed  under  old  practice  at  law ^ 425 

How  tried  under  old  practice 425 

Judgment  on,  how  rendered  • 428,  429 

How  framed  under  old  equity  practice 435 

How  tried  under  that  practice. '. 436 

Issues,  how  joined  under  early  practice 416 

How  tried  under  that  practice 416 


lasuiNa: 

Issuing  summons,  what  is 

Proof  of  issuing 

JAIL  LIBERTIES : 

When  defendant  entjiled  to 

Bond  for,  how  given 

JOINDER  OF  ACTIONS: 

Joiader,  whether  legal  or  equitable 29,  3 

Joinder  under  former  practice 

JOINDER  OF  DEFENDANTS: 

Joinder  of  defecdanta  liable  on  same  inatniment 

Where  parties 
Residents  and 

In  actJons  of  foreclosure 134 

In  action  for  partition 135 

Of  partners 13G 

Of  person  in  individual  and  representative  character 137 

Of  cm'""  JIM  triiKt  and  trustee 138 

or  receiver  and  owner  of  trust  fund 138 

Of  assignor  and  assignee 138 

Of  parties  to  fraudulent  conveyances 138 

Non-joiiider  of  defendanis,  remedy  for. 139 

Mis-joinder  ot  defendants,  remedy  for 139 

JOINDER  OF  PLAINTIFFS: 

What  interest  authorizes  joinder 110 

Nature  of  interest 110 

Who  must  be  joined  as  plaintiffs 112 

What  interest  will  compel  joinder 112 

Partners 113 

Assigupe.i  and  assignors 113 

Tenants  in  common lU 

Husband  and  wife 114 

Legatees,  devisees  and  executors 116 

Trustee  and  cettui  qiie  trtat US 

ElOEPTTONS    TO    OKSKRAL    ROLE: 

When  one  of  several  plaintiffs  refuses  to  sue 116 

When  question  litigated  one  of  common  interest 116 

When  parties  are  very  numerous IIT 

Remedy  for  error  in,  for  action  not  brought  by  real  party  m  interest. .  119 

Where  there  is  a  non-joinder  of  plaintiffs 119 

Where  there  is  a  mis-joinder  of  plainlifls 119 

JOINT  DEBTORS: 

Service  of  summons  on  joint  and  several  debtors 536 

In  what  cases'  allowed 536 

Proceedings  by  plaintiff. 536 

Proceedings  on  judgment  against 537 

Rights  of  defendants  and  proceedings  by  Ihem 533 

'  Death  of  one  joint  debtor  on  joint  and  several  Uability 154 

Promise  by  joint  debtors 6S 
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JOINT  DEBTORS— Con^nwed.  p^^^^ 

Liability  on  the  same  instrumeDt 131 

Death  of  one  joint  debtor  on  joint  liability 153 

Firm  having  common  partner 136 

Death  of  one  joint  debtor 163 

Person  in  individual  and  representative  capacity *  137 

Remedy  for  non-joinder  and  mis^joinder 139 

JOINT-STOCK  ASSOCIATIONS: 

Who  to  be  plaintiffs  in  actions  by 101 

Who  to  be  defendants 123 

How  to  be  named  in  summons 471 

Service  of  summons  upon 512 

JOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES: 

How  they  may  sue  and  be  sued • 102 

Joint-stock  companies,  how  sued 123 

(See  Joint-Stock  AsaociaUons  and  Corpor<xHon8,) 

JOINT  TENANTS : 

When  to  join  as  plaintiffs 113,  114 

When  joined  as  defendants. 134 

JUDGE: 

Differences  of  opinion; 30 

Disqualification  of .' ' 46,  317 

Essential  to  every  court 222 

Early  English  judges 223,  224 

Number  of  judges  in  different  courts 226 

Powers  of 226,  227 

Vacancy  in  office 228 

Failure  to  hold  term 229,  318 

Failure  to  adjourn 229 

Immunities  and  liabilities  of  judges 229 

Not  liable  to  action  for  judicial  act 229 

Indictment  or  impeachment  of 23G 

How  they  acquire  title  to  office 231 

How  assigned  to  special  districts 231,  316,  318 

How  removed  from  office 231 

Of  United  States  supreme  court 257 

Of  United  States  circuit  court 260 

Of  United  States  district  court 263 

Of  court  of  appeals 279 

Of  supreme  court 291,  293 

Cannot  review  his  own  decision 317 

JUDOMENTS : 

Deflnltfon  t»f  JaigmeHt 427 

Jadsrments  under  tie  former  praetlee 427 

Kinds  of  judgments 427 

Judgments  on  issues  of  law 428 

Judgments  on  issues  of  fact 429 

Nature  and  form  of  judgments. 429 

Baising  or  waiving  question  of* 47 
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JUDGMENTS—  Cmtinvtd.  ^^^ 

Leave  to  sue  on,  when  neceSMry 193 

Of  nmrine  aod  district  coiirta  of  New  York 193 

Diflchar^  of  insolvent  judgment  flehUir 193 

Of  court  of  appeals 287 

Of  supreme  court 309 

JudgmeaC  od  submisaion  of  controversy  without  action. 218,  220 

Judgment  in  caae  of  publication 631 

No  arreBt  in  s  judgment  in  au  action  founded  on  oontract 590 

No  arrest  in  actions  on  judgments  in  torta 602 

When  arrest  allowed  in  action  on  judgment 603,  604 

When  arrest  allowed  on  foreign  judgment 603 

Foreign  judgment  not  concliiatve 604 

Grounds  of  urest  in  aclioaa  on 607 

Transcripts  of  jusliuee' judgment,  powers  of  county  court 390,  393 

At  common  law,  uniform,  simple  and  invariable 11 

Judgment,  how  corrected  or  modified 13 

Actions  upon,  when  brought 65 

How  revived 55 

Presumption  of  payment  of,  how  rebutted 66 

JTmaMENTS,  ACTIONS  ON: 

When  defendant  will  not  be  arrested 603 

Actions  upon,  when  to  be  brought. 56 

When  leave  to  sue  upon,  not  neoeesary 191 

When  leave  to  sue  is  necessary 193 

Effect  jf  omission  to  obtain  leave 193 

Leave  to  sue  justices' judgment 191 

JUDGMENT  DEBTOR: 

Death  of,  effect 154 

Proceedings  against  joint 193 

Creditor's  bill  against 193 

Suing  by  assignee  of  judgment 193 

JUDICIARY  ACT  : 

Effect  of;  on  former  practice 441 

JURISDICTION : 

Not  affected  by  change  in  practice 28 

Of  actions 40 

Juriadiotion  when  completo 649 

In  general 40 

Not  conferred  by  laches 649 

Definition  and  incidents 40 

Taking  cognizance  of  action,  asserts  jurisdiction 40 

General  grant  of,  includes  necessary  incidents 40 

Courts  having  it,  may  decide  all  quf  Stions  arising. 41 

Common-law  JurisdIct[oil,  natnro  and  origin  of 41 

Constitutional  and  BtatotoryjarlBdlctlon tt 

Of  State  conrta O 

Of  Buperior  and  Inferior  courts 43 

Z^olnslre  or  conenmat 4i 
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JURISDICTION  —  OonHwued.  pj^ok 

Of  Bnbjeet-matter 46 

How  far  eonsent  will  eoHfer. 45 

Court  not  defHived  o^  by 'agreement  of  parties 45 

Jurisdiction  of  tiie  person 46 

When  consent  will  confer,  as  to  person 46 

Judges^  when  disqoalifted 46 

Jnrisdietlon  in  special  cases : 47 

Raising  or  waiying  objection 47 

Limit  as  to  subject-matter. 185 

As  to  parties 186 

As  to  amount 186 

Waiver  of  objection 186,  187 

Of  United  States  supreme  court 258 

Its  originai  Jurisdiction '. 258 

Its  appellate  Jurisdiction 258 

.  Its  concurrent  Jurisdiction 259 

United  States  circuit  court  Jurisdiction 261 

Its  original  Jurisdiction 261 

Its  appellate  Jurisdiction 262 

United  States  district  court  Jurisdiction 263 

Original  Jurisdiction 263 

In  admiraltj  suits 263 

For  marine  torts 263 

Maritime  contracts 264 

Concurrent  Jurisdiction 264 

Actions  bj  and  against  consuls m 264 

Injunctions  264 

Bankruptcy 265 

Habeas  corpus 265 

Jurisdiction  of  court  of  appeals 280 

Jurisdiction  of  supreme  court. 295 

Jurisdiction  of  superior  court  of  New  York  citf 325 

When  that  court  has  no  Jurisdiction 328 

Jurisdiction  of  common  pleas  of  New  York  citf 339 

Whf  n  that  court  has  no  Jurisdiction 342 

Appellate  Jurisdiction 343 

Jurisdiction  of  superior  courts  of  Buffalo 350 

Majors  or  recorders'  courts 361 

When  no  jurisdiction « 362 

Citj  court  of  Brookljn 373 

County  courts^  Jurisdiction  of 384 

Jurisdiction  under  Constitutiou  of  1846 386 

Present  Jurisdiction 389 

Jurisdiction  of  surrogates'  courts 405 

JURY,  TRIAL  BY : 

Questions  of  fact  tried  by 14 

Not  usually  required  in  equity  suits 20 

May  be  ordered  in  equity  suits 20 

History  of 416,  417 


JTTBT,  TRIAL  BT—  Continjud.  p^ob. 

Under  former  practice 426 

Id  MtJODI  Bt  law 426 

Id  suits  in  oqiut; .- 426 

JtJROBa  (See  Jury  Trial) : 

When  exempt  from  arrest 6S7-699 

JUSTICE: 

Object  of  Iaw,  is  to  secure 1-5 

JUSTICES'  COURTS: 

Aotiona  on  judgments  rendered  by 194 

Choice  o^  ae  place  to  sue 189,  190 

.  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE; 

Apprehending  criminalB 71 

Judgments  tendered  by,  actions  on 194 

Bail  cannot  Justify  befaro,   in  action  in  supreme  oourt 684 

Uay  take  affidavits  and  acknowledgmeuts 255 

Where  aSdavits  must  be  taken  before  them 255 

Constituted  part  of  early  court 91 

JUSTIFICATION  : 

Justification  of  bail  by  plaintiff  on  order  of  arrest 646 

Bail  by  defendant,  justification  of,  on  arrest 683 

Of  plainUff"  a  sureties  in  replevin : 732 

Of  defendan  i'b  sureties  in  replevin 737 

Sheriff's  liability  until  justification 737 

Froceedinga  on  justification 683-686,  732 

KING'S  BENCH :     • 

Origin  of 223 

UiTision  of 224 

Source  of  practice 295,  444 

KNOWLEDGE: 

Knowledge  of  legal  pHncipIea  essential 412,  413 

Bequimte  for  admission  as  attorney 235,  238 

Importance  of  legal  knowledge  to  attorney 238 

Of  the  old  practice 238 

Importance  of  knowledge  of  practice 412 

How  it  affects  waiver  of  defects 651 

How  it  affects  representations  made 626 

When  it  affects  right  of  action  against  officers  of  corporations 53,     66 

Party  professing  to  have  been  bound  by  statement 627 

When  it  does  not  affect  right  of  action 53 

False  allegation  as  to,  a  fraud 827 

Knowledge,  want  of —  when  it  suspends  right  of  action 62 

Knowledge  of  insolvency,  how  it  affects  purchase 629 

LAWS: 

Nature  and  object  of 1 

Secure  protection  of  person  and  property 1 

Individuals  not  to  redress  wrongs 1 

How  ttxt«nded  and  applied  to  new  cotes S,      S 


nsTDEx.  797 

LAWS  —  OonHnued,  taoe. 

How  e^ress^d 8 

Bemedies  of  common  law , 8 

How  far  they  prevent  wrongful  acts % 9 

Ignorance  o^  no  excuse 9 

Enforce  tbemselyes  by  their  penalties. 9 

!Equi^  goyemed  by  law 2f 

Laws  not  changed  by  change  in  practice.  •  • «26,  27,  28 

Applying  settled  rules  o^  to  new  oases 23 

Speaks  but  one  language 23 

How  far  adapted  as  maxims  of  equity 23 

LEAVE  TO  DEFEND: 

When  necessary  to  be  obtained *.«.•»« 676 

LEAVE  TO  SUE: 

General  rule  as  to  leave  to  sue 191 

Leave  to  sue  upon  judgments 191 

Suing  upon  judgments  against  joint  debtors 192 

Creditor's  bill 192 

Action  by  assignee  of  the  judgment 192 

By  executor,  etc,  of  deceased  judgment  debtor 192 

Setting  up  counter  claims 193 

Leave  to  sue,  when  necessary 193 

Proceedings  of  suit  brought  without  leave 193 

Suits  on  justice's  judgments. 194 

Leave  to  sue  sheriff's  bonds ..,...«,. 195 

Application  for  leave  ....>*•• ..•..., 195 

Order  granting  leave  ........*,  ,..•.,,..  • 195 

Leave  to  sue  surrogate's  bond •  196 

Leave  to  sue  bond  of  clerk  of  l^ew  York 196 

To  sue  city  marshal's  bond 196 

Constable's  bond  of  city  of  New  York 196 

To  sue  guardian's  bond • 197 

To  sue  bonds  given  in  course  of  action 197 

Bond  on  ne  ex&U 197 

Injunction  bond 197 

Undertaking  on  appeal ^ ., 197 

To  obtun  possession  of  property  attached f 197 

Receivers,  actions  by >...*..,>..>« 197 

Must  obtain  leave  to  sue 197 

Leav«  to  bring  ejectment 198 

Beoeiver»  of  insolvent  corporations 198 

Beceiver,  appointed  in  another  State 198 

Beceiver  in  supplementary  proceedings 198 

Application  for  leave  to  sue ', 198 

Actions  against  receivers 199 

Leave  to  sue  receiver. 199 

Ejectment  against 200 

Injunction  to  restrain 200 

Proceedings,  if  leave  not  obtained , 200 


LEAVE  TO  SUB— On«»u<4  riam. 

Application  for  leave 200 

Referee,  in  partition  cose 200 

Actions  by  lunatics,  leave  to  sue 201 

Leave  to  sue  them  is  necessary 202 

Commenoing  -without  leave 202 

■        Application  for  leave 202 

Leave  for  infaot  to  sue  in  parlilion 204 

Leave  to  bring  action  against  infant,  etc 204 

Leave  to  sue  as  poor  person 206 

Who  may  obtain  such  leave 207 

Applications  for  leave % 207 

Application,  notice  of 208 

Petition  for  leave  to  sue 208 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue 209 

Effect  ot  the  order 211 

Revocation  of  order 213 

Actions  by  the  attorney- general 212 

Leave  when  necessary,  and  how  obtwned 212 

Notice,  demand,  etc,  before  action  brought. .  .■. 214 

LEGAL  ACTIONS: 

Distinction  between  these  and  equitable  suite 8 

Legal  rules  expressed  in  genera]  tenns 8 

Remedies  limited  by  common-law  rules B 

Do  not  secure  mere  equitiea 8 

Rules  of,  clear,  simple  and  certain , 9 

Relate  to  acts  done  or  omitted. 9 

■  No  interference  before  act  done. 9,  10 

Does  not  prevent  commisaion  of  wrong 9,  II 

Compensation  in  damages,  or  not  at  all 10 

No  relief  outside  of  general  rules 10 

Judgments  uniform,  simple,  invariable 11 

Specific  performance  not  compelled 11 

Not  adapted  to  complicated  equitable  cases 13 

Powers  of  court  end  with  judgment,  etc 12 

Estension  of  remedies 13 

Exception  to  general  rules 18,  14 

Questions  of  fact  tried  by  jury ; 14 

When  remedies  insufficient 15 

Former  practice  in 419 

Dower,  set-of^  replevin. IS 

LEGAL  PRINCIPLES ; 

Application  to  new  cases 23 

LEGATEES: 

Legatees,  devisees  and  executors,  when  to  join  asplainlifis 116 

LEGISLATURE : 

When  members  and  officers  of)  exempt  from  arrest 596 

Province  of,  to  make  laws i 
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i:4SaiSLATnRE  ~  OcmtinudcL  p^a. 

Duty  of,  to  provide  remedies 23 

Power  of,  $8  to  jurisdiction  of  county  court 389 

LIABILITIBS  OF  JUDGE : 

Not  liable  in  civil  action  for  judicial  act •• . . .  229 

May  be  impeached  for  corruption 230 

How  removed  from  office 231 

UBEL: 

Joinder  of  defendants  in  actions  for 131 

Arrest  in  actions  Cor , 609 

m 

In  action  for  wife's  libel  husband  joined. 126 

Actions  for,  when  to  be  brought 60 

Right  of  action  not  assignable 94 

Who  to  be  plaintifis  in  actions  for 112 

When  husband  liable  for  wife's  libel 126 

Who  cannot  join  as  plaintifis  in  actions  for Ill 

LICENSES : 

Not  assignable 95 

LIEN: 

lien  defined,  and  rights  of  parties 80 

When  sufficient  to  maintain  replevin 715 

Attorney's  lien  for  costs 246 

LIMITATIONS: 

Tdob  oj  ooMMiHoiMa  Aonoirs,  or  gxnoul 48 

Common-law  role  as  to  limitatloBS 49 

Now  created  by  statute 49 

People  when  bound  by 49 

Bnle  established  by  tbe  Code 49 

How  fur  Code  affeets  prior  aetions 49 

Bale  preseribed  by  other  statutes 49 

When  statute  eommeHces  to  nui 49,  52 

Where  plaintiir  is  under  a  disability 50 

Where  defondaut  is  absent  ftrom  State 50 

Where  aetion  stayed  by  injunetiony  ete 52 

Where  aetion  abater  by  deatii  of  party 51 

When  aetion  based  on  tnfd,  statute  suspended 52 

When  action  suspended  as  to  joint  debtor 51 

TThen  suit  by  aliens^  statute  suspended  by  eivil  war 53 

Actions  against  officers  of  corporations 53 

In  actions  for  real  property 53 

When  people  will  not  sue 53 

When  grantee  of  estete  cannot  sue 54 

Action  of  pepple  against  grantee  of  void  grant 54 

Seisin  within  twenty  years,  when  necessary 54 

Actions  or  defenses  founded  upon  titie  to,  or  rents  of  real  property 54 

Entry,  or  right  of  entry 54 

Actions  upon  judgments  or  decrees 55 

Actions  on  sealed  instruments » 56 
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LIMITATIONS  ~  OonHnued. 

What  actions  muat  be  brought  within  six  years. 55 

Notes  secured  by  mortgage 56 

Suits  on  negotiable  paper 56 

For  personal  services 56 

Actions  upon  liabilities  created  by  statute *. 56 

Against  stockholder  of  corporation 56 

Against  trustee  of  corporation  for  neglect 57 

For  trespass  upon  real  property 57 

Actions  of  trover 57 

Actions  of  replevin 57 

Action  for  illegally  assessing  a  tax 57 

Neglecting  to  pay  over  moneys  collected 57 

Injury  to  person  or  personal  rights 58 

Abtion  for  relief  on  ground  of  fraud 58 

Action  for  an  accounting. 58 

Action  on  a  current  account 58 

Action  within  three  years 59 

Against  sheriff  coroner  or  constable  for  neglect  or  wrongftil  act 59 

Omitting  to  return  execution •  59 

Seizure  and  sale  of  property  of  wrong  person 59 

Not  paying  over  money  collected 59 

Action  for  statute  penalty,  by  party  aggrieved 60 

Actions  within  two  years 60 

For  forfeiture  or  penalty  to  people  of  State 60 

Actions  for  libel,  slander,  assault^  «to 60 

Actions  within  one  year 60 

Against  sheriff,  for  doing  or  omitting  official  acts 60 

Action  for  statute  penalty,  when  brought  by  private  party 61 

Actions  within  ten  years 61 

Equitable  actions  generally 61 

Specific  performance 61 

Suit  to  enforce  mortgage  or  lien  against  real  estste 61 

Suit  to  redeem  real  estate  mortgage 61 

Suit  to  ascertain  balanoe  of  bank  account 61 

Suit  by  or  against  persons  in  representative  capacity 61 

Claims  di^mted  or  rejected  by  an  executor,  etc 62 

Suits  by  and  against  heirs  and  devisees ^ 

Actions  for  dower 62,  390 

To  recover  back  usurious  payments 63 

Against  stockholders,  etc 63 

Actions  in  naaoe  of  people 63 

Effect  of  acknowledgment  or  new  promise 63 

Promise  must  be  in  writing 63,  64 

Effect  of  partial  payment « 64 

Pr<Mnise  must  be  voluntary ^ 64 

Admission  must  be  unqualified  and  show  willingness  to  pay 64 

Compulsory  acknowledgment  void 64 

Statement  of  liability  by  insolvent \ . . .  64 

Acknowledgment  must  be  by  party  or  agent ; 65 
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LIMITATIONS  ~(7onhnu«i  ^aq^ 

General  assignee  cannot  bind  assignor 65 

Promise  by  surviving  partner 65 

Promise  by  one  of  several  joint  debtors 65 

Part  payment  by  executor,  etc 65 

Promise,  to  whom  made •. 65 

Must  be  to  creditor,  or  his  agent 65 

Promise  to  pay  note  inures  to  benefit  of  holder 65 

Statute  of  limitations  must  be  pleaded 65 

Omitting  to  plead  statute  waives  the  defense 65 

Where  limitations  of  Code  do  not  apply 66 

Does  not  apply  to  bank  billB,  etc.,  issued  as  money 66 

Nor  actions  against  directors,  etc.,  of  moneyed  corporations 66 

Nor  in  cases  of  trust 66 

When  statute  of  limitations  bars  right  to  maintain  an  arrest 589 

LIS  PENDENS.    (See  Pendency  of  AcHon.) 

.  LOAN  COMMISSIONERS : 

When  plainlifis  in  action • 102 

Actions  against^  how  brought 121 

LOCAL  ACTIONS: 

What  are 6 

Action  for  the  recovery  of  real  estate 181 

Action  to  restain  injury  to  real  estate 182 

Action  to  Enforce  equitable  rights 182 

For  injuries  to  real  property ; 182 

For  partition  of  land # 182 

Actions  for  foreclosure  of  mortgages 182 

Actions  for  distrained  property 183 

For  penalties,  and  against  public  officers 183 

LUNATICS : 

Actions  by  committee  o£ 105 

May  not  sue  alone 110 

How  sued 126 

Service  of  summons  on 514 

Leave  to  sue 202 

Liable  to  arrest  in  civil  action 634 

When  order  of  arrest  not  vacated 703 

MAGNA  CHARTA : 

Fixed  the  place  of  holding  superior  courts 224 

MALICE: 

No  ground  of  action,  if  act  legal * .....' 33 

In  prosecuting  action 34 

When  it  affects  liability  of  attorney 245 

When  attorney  not  liable  for  malicious  remarks 245 

Malicious  prosecution,  arrest  for 609,  613-615 

Malicious  injury  by  females,  arrest  for 631 

101 


MANDAMUS :  mo». 

Nature  of  the  remedj 297,  298 

When  issued 298 

Wheo  refoEed 293 

Cannot  iesue  from  Sute  court  to  United  States  officer 233 

Supreme  court  has  jurisdictioa '. 297 

MARINE  COURTS: 

Leave  to  sue  upon  judgmonta  of 193 

One  of  courts  of  the  State 223 

MARRIAGE; 

Breach  of  promise  of,  arrept  for CIS 

MARRIAGE  OF  DEBTOR  AND  CREDITOR: 

EiTeet  of S2 

MARRIED  WOitEM: 

When  married  women  may  not  sue  alone 110 

May  due  alone  for  injuries  to  her 115 

Eijiv  sued 124 

Mn;  sue  nlone  in  slander,  or  for  asMult  and  batterj 115 

When  exempt  from  arrest 509.  031 

Not  hable  to  orresl 631,  634 

When  Imahand  liable  for  torta  and  when  not 12o,  12G 

May  sue  alone  in  ejectment 116 

MAXIMS: 

General  rules  and  maxims  in  equity 24,    25 

MAYORS'  AND  RECORDERS'  COURTS:     " 

Organization 357 

Origin  of 357 

Establishment  of 357 

Election  of  mayor 359 

Election  of  recorder 3G0 

Conrta,  by  whom  held 360 

Jurisdiction 361 

In  civil  notions 361 

When  no  jurisdictioa 362 

Piocess 363 

Power  of  the  court 3SJ 

Powers  of  tiio  mayor 365 

Powers  of  ilie  recorder '. 306 

OlScors  of  tiie  court 357 

Terms  of  the  court 353 

Removal  of  causes  to  the  supreme  court 3G9 

Removal  to  county  court 369 

Rules  governing  court 360 

APPEALS : 

From  the  court 370 

Power  t^}  grant  new  trial 370 
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lOICHANICS'  LIENS:  paqb. 

Lien  generally  considered 80 

Common  pleas  of  New  York  has  jnrisdiction  in 342 

Marine  and  justice's  court  of  New  York  has  jurisdiction 342 

MERGER: 

Old  court  of  chancery  into  supreme  court 225 

MILITIA : 

State  militia,  when  exempt  from  arrest 595,  596 

MISJOINDER  OF  PARTIES: 

Misjoinder  of  plaintiffs ^ 119 

MiBJoinder  of  defendants 139 

Remedy  against  misjoinder  of  plaintifis 119 

Remedy  against  misjoinder  of  defendants 139 

MISNOMER  OF  PARTIES : 

Misi^omer  of  parties  in  summons 473 

Remedy  again^it 473 

Objection  to,  when  raised 473 

Effect  of 473 

MIXED  ACTION: 

What  is 6 

MONEY: 

When  replevin  lies  for 713 

Bank  notes,  limitation  of  actions  on ^ 66 

Deposit  of,  in  lieu  of  bail 667,  691 

Money  collected  by  public  officer 665 

Embezzled  by  public  officer 618 

Attorney  not  paying  over 618 

Received  by  agent  or  officer  of  corporation  or  bank 619 

Received  in  fiduciary  capacity 619 

MORTGAGEE : 

When  he  may  maintain  replevin 719,  720 

When  a  party  to  foreclosure 129,  135 

MORTGAGE  FORECLOSURE: 

Who  to  be  defendant  in  action  for 129 

Defendants  in  action  for ,. .  134 

Mortgagee,  when  a  party 129,  135 

MORTGAGE  REDEMPTION : 

Suit  for,  when  to  be  brought 61 

MOTION : 

Motion  to  vacate  order  of  arrest 695 

Cannot  renew  motion  without  leave 699 

When  made  at  special  term  of  supreme  court 31S 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS: 

How  to  sue 99^ 

How  to  be  sued 122 

Service  of  summons  upon ^ 515 


804  ISDEX. 

NAMES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF  PARTIES:  paihl 

How  stated  in  summons 46d-472 

Misnomer  of  parties 473 

Names  of  parties,  in  order  of  arrest 651 

How  stated  in  affidavit  for  arrest 640 

Arrest  of  party  under  wrong  name 656 

Joint-stock  associations,  as  plaintifis 101 

Joint-stock  associations  as  defendants 123 

Public  officers  as  plaintifib 103 

Corporations  as  plaintiffs 99 

Corporations  as  defendants 122 

NB  EXEAT : 

Leave  to  sue  bond  on 197 

NEGLIGENCE  (See  Ibrts): 

Action  for 35,    36 

Negligence  of  plaintiff,  as  a  bar 37 

When  a  ground  of  arrest 609 

Joinder  of  defendants  in  action  for 130 

Joinder  not  compulsory 130 

When  principal  and  agent  may  be  joined 131 

Joinder  of  railroad  corporations  in  actions  for 131 

Joinder  of  landlord  and  tenant 131 

Joinder  of  master  and  servant 131 

NEW  PARTIES: 

When  other  parties  must  be  added 161 

When  addition  of  parties  discretionary  with  court 162 

Application,  how  and  when  made 163 

Addition  on  motion  of  the  court 164 

New  parties  by  interpleader 165 

New  parties  by  transfer  of  interest 158 

New  parties  by  death '. 140 

When  noticed  in  lis  pendens 500 

Where  controversy  is  submitted  without  action 217,  220 

NEW  PROMISE : 

To  be  valid,  must  be  in  writing 63 

Must  be  voluntary 64 

By  whom  to  be  made 65 

To  whom  made ! 65 

When  need  not  be  in  writing 49 

NIGHT : 

Service  of  summons  in 509 

Making  arrest  in  civil  action 655 

Receiving  verdict 228 

NISI  PRIUS : 

Early  courts  of 292 

Circuits  are  nuipritu  terms , : 315 

Trial  at^  in  old  practice 426 
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NON-DIPRISONMBNT  ACT :  ,j^o«. 

Practice  as  to  arrest  before 588 

Exemption  from  arrest  under  act 690 

When  arrest  may  be  made  under  act 605-608 

When  liable  to  arrest  under « 605 

For  breach  of  promise  to  marry 605 

For  fines  and  penalties. . .  .* 605 

For  money  collected  by  public  officer *  605 

For  misconduct  in  office 605 

For  misconduct  in  professional  employment 606 

For  non-payment  of  costs. 606 

Arrest  must  be  in  suit  pending  or  on  judgment 606 

Gk-ounds  authorizing  arrest 607 

NON- JOINDER  OF  PARTIES: 

Non-joinder  of  defendants,  remedy  for i 130 

Misjoinder  of  defendant^  remedy  for 130 

Non-joinder  of  plaintifis,  remedy  for •  110 

NON-JUDICIAL  DATS : 

What  are  such 228 

NON-RESIDENT  PARTIES : 

Action  by  non-resident  plaintiff 106 

Non-resident  defendant,  how  sued 128 

When  joined  as  defendants 134 

When  liable  to  arrest 608 

Actions  fortortsby  citizens  of  other  States 303 

Jurisdiction  of  New  Tork  superior  court  over 327 

Of  New  Tork  common  pleas  over 341 

Of  the  county  court  over 390 

Required  to  give  security  for  costs. 106,  107 

NOTARIES : 

May  act  as  commissioners  of  deeds 255 

NOTICE: 

Notice  to  be  inserted  in  summons,  as  to  judgment  or  relief 474 

Notice  must  be  definite  and  under  one  form  only 480 

Notice  of  time  and  place  to  serre  answer 480 

Notice  where  complaint  is  not  served 481 

Notice  before  action,  when  necessary 214 

Notice  of  surrender  of  principal  by  bail 672 

NOTICE  OF  NO  PERSONAL  CLAIM : 

When  such  notice  is  proper 492 

Contents  of  notice 492 

Effect  of  notice 493 

Fees  for  serving 494 

NOTICE  IN  SUMMONS: 

General  rules  as  to 474 

Rule  as  to  subdivision  two 477 

Rule  as  to  subdivision  one 475 

Decisions  relating  to  subdivision  one 477 
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NOTICE  IN  SUMMONS—  Coniintted.  paa 

Decisions  relating  to  subdivision  two 478 

Notice  must  be  deftnite  and  under  one  form  only 480 

Notice  of  time  and  place  to  serve  answer 480 

Notice  of  pendency  of  action 494 

Variance  between  summons  and  complaint 480 

Notice  when  complaint  is  not  served % 481 

Notice  of  no  personal  claim 492 

NUISANCE  (See  Abatement  of  Nuisance) : 

Abatement  of  nuisances 75 

Private  nuisances 76 

Public  nuisances 77 

PlaintiiTs  in  actions  tp  restrain Ill 

NUMEROUS  PARTIES: 

Joinder  of  plaintiff,  where  parties  numerous * 117 

Joinder  of  defendants 134 

OBJECTIONS : 

.  Raising  or  waiving  questions  of  jurisdiction 47 

May  be  interposed  «t  any  time  when  no  jurisdiction 45 

How  taken  as  to  limitation  of  action 65 

How  taken  as  to  non-joinder  and  misjoinder  of  plainti£b 119 

How  taken  as  to  non-joinder  and  misjoinder  of  defendants 139 

When  wuved  by  appearance 5G0 

Waiver  of,  as  to  bail 684 

OFFER  OF  JUDGMENT : 

When  it  may  be  made. ....••• 585 

OFFICERS : 

When  they  may  maintain  replevin ...••• 715 

(See  The  Variotu  Names  of  Officers.) 

OFFICERS  OF  COURTS  OF  RECORD  : 

When  exempt  from  arrest • 597 

(For  duties  and  powers,  See  Names  of  Various  Officers.) 

OFFICERS,  .OR  AGENTS  OF  CORPORATIONS  OR  BANKS: 

When  liable  to  arrest 619 

Actions  against,  when  commenced 66 

OFFICERS  OF  UNITED  STATES: 

Not  restrained  by  a  mandamus  from  State  court 298 

Of  United  States  supreme  court 257 

Of  United  States  circuit  court 260 

Of  United  States  district  court 263 

When  exempt  from  arrest 692-^504,  695 

Officers  in  United  States  service  may  take  affidavits 256 

OLD  PRACTICE: 

How  far  retained 441 

Judiciary  act  of  1847 441 

Old  practice  expressly  retained 442 

Obsolete  practice  ahd  rules 443 

Value  ol  the  old  practice 443 
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ONE  SUINa  FOR  MANY  (See  Numerous  Parties) :                                   ,j^a^ 
When  this  may  be  done II7 

OPERATION  OF  LAW : 

Redress  by 82 

ORDER  OF  ARREST  : 

Proceedings  to  obtain  order , 632 

Who  may  obtain  order 032 

Against  whom  order  may  be  obtained 634 

Who  may  grant  order 635 

AflBdavit  on  which  to  grant  order 636 

Security  by  plaintiff  on  obtaining  order 646 

Order  of  arrest^  when  granted ; 649 

Form  and  contents  of  order 660 

Order,  when  returnable 662 

Indorsementin  actions  for  penalties 652 

Delivery  of  order  to  sheriff. 653 

Attachment  may  be  issued  at  same  time 663 

Delivery  of  order  to  plaintiff  by  sheriff 681 

Return  of,  by  sheriff,  coroner,  or  elisor 681 

When  necessary  to  Justify  arrest  on  execution 700 

ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE: 

Before  whom  returnable '. . .  308 

Extending  time  for. 308 

Shortening  time  for 308 

ORGANIZATION : 

Orj^anization  of  courts 226 

Of  United  States  supreme  court 257 

Of  United  States  circuit  court 260 

Of  United  States  district  court 263 

Of  court  of  appeals 279 

Of  supreme  court 291 

Of  superior  court  of  New  York 323 

Of  common  pleas  of  New  York 336 

Of  superior  court  of  Buffalo 349 

Mayors'  and  recorders*  courts 357 

City  court  of  Brooklyn 371 

County  courts 381 

Surrogates'  courts '. 404 

OWNER  OF  PROPERTY: 

When  he  may  maintain  repleyin,  and  when  not 714 

May  defend  personal  property 68 

May  defend  real  property 69 

When  defrauded  by  purchaser,  arrest  for 631 

Females,  arrest  for  willful  injury 631 

Removing  with  intent  to  defraud  creditor 630 

Necessary  for  bail 686 

OYER  AND  TERMINER : 

One  of  the  conrts  of  this  State 222 

Early  court  in  tbU  gW^to , , ,,,,,,,,.....,......,...,..,  291 


808  IKDSX. 

OYER  AND  TERMINER—  Canimued. 

Under  law  before  1846 294 

Jurisdiction  of 297 

Review  of  decisions  by 304 

Who  may  hold  court  of 306 

What  judge  presided  in 420 

PARTIES  TO  ACTION : 

Parties  to  actions  under  former  practice 421 

Relief  in  equity  sometimes  required 15 

Action  by  real  party  in  interest 88 

When  others  than  real  party  may  sue 90 

When  right  of  action  is  assignable 91 

Right  of  action  for  torts,  when  assignable 92 

When  right  of  action  is  not  assignable 93,    94 

When  principal  to  sue  on  contract  made  by  agent 95,    96 

When  agent  may  sue  in  his  own  name 95,    96 

Foreign  goyemment  as  plaintiff 97 

When  State  may  be  plaintiff  in  courts  of  another  State 97 

When  State  may  be  plaintiff  in  its  own  courts 98 

Counties^  how  they  may  sue  or  be  sued 98 

How  a  town  may  sue 98 

How  corporations  may  sue  and  be  sued 99 

Foreign  corporations  may  sue  in  our  courts 99 

Agent  of  foreign  corporations  may  sue 100 

Filing  security  before  action 100 

Domestic  corporations  may  sue 101 

Snits  by  and  against  Joint-stock  associations 101 

Persons  authorized  by  statnte , 102 

Actions  by  pnblic  officers 103 

Actions  for  penalties 104 

Persons  in  representatlye  character 104 

Actions  by  executors  and  administrators 104 

Actions  by  trustees  of  express  trust 105 

Who  are  trustees , 105 

Receivers,  committees  of  lunatics,  etc 105 

Persons  out  of  Jurisdiction  of  court 106 

Actions  by  non-resident  plaintiffs 106 

Who  mat  noit  sub 107 

Actions  by  aliens 107 

Actions  by  conricts. 108 

Foreign  execntors 108 

Who  mat  not  sue  alone 109 

Infants^  how  they  must  sue 109 

How  idiots^  lunatics  and  habitual  drunkaris  sue 110 

When  married  women  may  not  sue  alone 110 

Joinder  of  plaintiffs Ill 

What  interests  authorize  Joinder Ill 

Interest  in  subject  or  action 119 

What  interests  compel  Joinder  of  plaintiiBi 112 

Nature  of  interest 119 
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PARTIES  TO  ACTION— Can<mii«i.  pagi. 

When  partners  must  be  joined 113 

When  assignees  and  assignors  must  join 113 

When  tenants  in  common  must  join 114 

When  husband  and  wife  must  join 114 

Joinder  of  legatees,  devisees  and  executors 116 

Joindy  of  trustees  ofeeshu  que  trwl. 116 

When  plaintiiBi  need  not  Join 116 

When  one  of  several  plaintiffs  refuses  to  sue 116 

When  question  one  of  common  or  general  interest 116 

When  parties  are  very  numerous 117 

RbMEDT  rOR  KOV-JOINDEB  OR  MT8J0IKDER  OF  PLAINTIFrS 119 

When  plaintiff  not  real  partj  in  interest 119 

Wliere  there  is  a  non-Joinder  of  plaintiflb 119 

Where  there  is  a  misjoinder  of  plaintiffii 119 

Who  mat  bb  defendants 120 

Foreign  governments  and  officers 120 

Foreign  ambassadors 120 

States  as  defendants 121 

Connties  as  defendants ^ 121 

Towns  as  defendants 122 

Corporations  as  defendants 122 

Hnnioipal  corporations 122 

Foreiirii  eorporations 122 

Domestic  corporations 123 

Joint-stock  associations^  etc 123 

Bankiug  associations 123 

Individnals  as  defendants 123 

Married  women  as  defendants 124 

Idiots,  lunatics,  and  habitual  drunkards 126 

Infants  as  defendants 127 

Convicts  as  defendants 127 

Persons  imprisoned  on  civil  process  as  defendants 127 

Unknown  defendants 128 

Non-resident  defendants 128 

Joinder  of  defendants 128 

General  mle^  as  to  Joining  defendants 128 

In  real  actions 129 

Defendants  in  action  to  foreclose  mortgage ]fi9 

Ejectment,  defendants  in 129 

In  actions  for  torts 130 

Kegligence,  joinder  of  defendants 130 

Joint  trespass,  who  joins  as  defendants 131 

Conversion  and  trover,  who  defendants  in 131 

Slander  and  libel,  who  defendants  in 131 

Husband  and  wife 131 

Persons  liable  on  same  instmment 131,  133 

Wbo  must  bb  coined  as  defendants 133 

Joinder  of  persons  united  in  interest 133 
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Exception  as  to  Joinder  of  defendants lU 

Wln-re  pnrUea  (ire  numerous 131 

Hosidunts  uad  non-residuuts 134 

Keal  actions 134 

Joinder  of  derendniits  in  aotiona  of  roreclosure 134 

Partition,  joinder  of  defendflQt  in  nctions  for 135 

Fartnei'shlp,  joinder  of  dcrendnnts 136 

Limited  ptirtiieifiliip   136 

Firms  hdving  a  common  partner 136 

Joinder  of  persons  iu  on  Indivldnal  and  In  a  representaUTe  charaeler,  137 

Generul  rule 137 

Joinder  of  cailui  gue  trial  and  trustee 133 

or  receiver  and  owner  of  trust  fund 133 

Of  assignor  and  assignee 133 

Joinder  of  yartj  to  frandnlent  conreyance 133 

Non-joinder  of  defendant,  remedy  for 139 

Misjoinder  of  dGfondants,  remedy  for 130 

CmaNOK   of    PART1K8 140 

Change  by  death ...'. 140 

When  cause  of  action  survives  or  coatinnes 112 

In  actions  founded  on  tort Ha 

Actions  where  public  officers  are  plaintiffs 145 

Death  of  one  of  several  plalntlll^ 147 

In  an  nction  on  ajoiut  demand 147 

In  equltnble  actions 143 

Death  of  sole  defendant 152 

Death  of  sole  defendant  in  action  for  personal  injury 152 

In  action  of  ejectment 153 

Actions  ag-ainsl  public  onicers 153 

Death  of  one  of  several  defendants 153 

On  a  joint  liability 153 

In  actions  on  a  joint  and  several  liability 154 

Denth  of  jndgment  debtor 154 

Death  of  party  tia  appeal 155 

Civil  death 155 

Change  of  partleS)  how  made 155 

Change  by  order  of  revival 155 

Revival,  how,  where,  and  by  whom  obtained 156 

Elfeot  of  order  of  revival 153 

Appeal  from  order  of  revival 158 

Cjuk'oe  bt  THAysrEa  or  intebest 158 

Effect  of  transfer 159 

Change,  how  effected 161 

CnAKOB  BT  AUDirmS  OP  PAItTIEg ICl 

When  other  parties  mnst  bo  added ICl 

Wlmt  interest  the  original  parties  must  have. 1Q3 

Addition  of  partteS)  when  discretionary  irlth  court lO 

Application  for  addition,  bow  and  where  made 163 
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PAETIES  TO  ACriON—Cbn/mtted.  paob. 

Addition  w lien  made  by  court  itseif 161 

Cliange  by  Interpleader  (See  Interpleader) : 
Fai'ties  when  exempt  from  arrest 507-5D9 

PARTITION: 

Defendants  in  action  for 135 

Action  for,  where  tried 182 

notiob  of  ko  personal  claim 492 

Service  bt  publication  in  actions  foe 516-535 

PART  PAYMENT : 

Effect  of,  in  renewing  debt 63,  64 

By  whom  made 65 

To  whom  made 65 

Who  not  authorized  to  make 65 

PARTNERS: 

When  one  cannot  sue  the  other 15 

When  partners  must  join  as  plaintiffs 113 

Defendants  in  actions  against 136 

When  partner  cannot  arrest  the  other 604 

As  to  replevin  by  one  partner  against  another 716 

PARTY  IN  INTEREST: 

Actions  to  be  brought  by '. 88 

Who  are  such  parties 89 

Exception  to  the  rule ..••... 90 

PATENTS: 

Actions  relating  to,  not  within  jurisdiction  of  State  courts 45,  303 

Jurisdiction  of  United  States  circuit  court  as  to 261 

PAYING  MONEY  INTO  COURT: 

When  proper , 584 

PENALTIES: 

Action  for,  when  remedy  cumulative 39 

Actions  for  penalties .• 104 

Action  for,  where  tried 183,  187 

When  arrest  in  action  for 605,  618 

Actions  against  stockholders  and  directors,  when  to  be  brought 66 

Indorsement  of  process  in  actions  for 481 

Who  to  bring  action  for * 90,  104 

Actions  when  brought  for  penalty  given  to  party 60,    61 

Actions  when  brought  for  penalty  given  to  people 60 

PENDENCY  OF  ACTION: 

In  what  actions  or  cases,  notice  is  proper 494 

In  actions  affecting  title  to  real  estate 494 

In  foreclosure  actions,  indispensable 494 

When  and  where  notice  to  be  filed 495 

Contents  of  notice *  495 

Effect  of  filing  the  notice 497 

Effect  of  omii«ion  to  publish  summons 499 

Recording  and  indexing  the  notice  . . . . « 499 


PBNDENCT  OF  ACTION —Cbnim««i  ^^ot. 

fiemoval  of  notice  from  record 500 

New  notice,  nben  necesaary 500 

Amendmenls  of  notice 500 

Subst*ntd»l  eompliwice  with  the  Code 600 

PEOPLE; 

When  Dot  bound  bf  atAtute  of  limitations 49 

May  sue  on  bond 105 

When  they  will  not  ane 53 

Action  by,  for  penalty  when  brought 60 

Bound  by  statute  of  iimitationa  tike  private  parties 63 

PEEPETUATINa  EVIDENCE: 

Duty  of  attending  to 33,    86 

How  secured  by  bill  in  equity 131 

Duties  of  atlomeye  as  to 240 

PERSON: 

Jurisdiction  over,  eesentiil  46 

Consent  may  confer  jurisdiction  over 46,  303 

PEESON",  EQTJITT  ACTS  ON: 

Acts  on  tiie  person  instead  of  giving  damages 16 

Compels  specific  performance IT 

Restrains  vrongflil  acts 19 

PERSONAL  ACTIONS: 

What  are  such 6 

Forms  of,  under  old  practice 420 

Forms  of,  ai  contractu,  under  old  practice 420 

Forms  of,  ex  delicto,  under  old  practice 421 

When  barred  by  statute  of  limitations ' 65 

PERSONAL  CLAIM: 

Notice  that  no  personal  clum  is  made 492 

When  such  notice  is  proper 492  . 

ConUntB  of  the  notice 492 

Costa,  if  defendant  unreasonably  defends 493 

PERSONAM: 

Actions  and  remedies  in 7 

PERSONS  AUTHORIZED  BT  STATUTE  TO  SUB  : 

Who  are  thus  authorized  to  sue 109 

Actions  by  public  officen 103 

Actions  for  penalty 104 

(See  Leave  to  tue). 

PERSONS  IN  KEPRESENTATITE  CHAKACTEB  : 

Executors  and  administrators,  action  by 104 

Trustees  of  an  express  trust,  action  by 105 

Receivers,  committees  of  lunatic,  etc.,  actions  by 105 

Actions,  when  brought  against 137 

In  general 137 

Cestoi  que  trust  and  trustee 138 
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PBESONS  IN  REPRESENTATIVB  CHARACTER—  ConUnuecL  p^om 

Receiver  and  owner  of  trust  fund  . ; 138 

Assignor  and  assignee 138 

How  named  in  summons 470 

PETITION  (See  Xeave  to  bring  or  defmd  action) : 

Applications  to  court  upon 440 

(See  Affidavits  and  Motion), 

For  appointment  of  guardian  for  infant 486 

On  appointing  guardian  for  infant  plaintiff 570 

On  appointing  guardian  for  infant  defendant    h. 570 

To  remove  cause  to  United  States  court 269,  278 

Filing  such  petition 270-277 

PLACE  (See  Place  of  trial) : 

Where  arrest  may  be  made 657 

In  what  place  to  sue 181 

Of  holding  court  (See  Court). 

Of  service  of  summons,  where 510 

Of  taking  property  in  replevin 740 

Of  keeping  property  replevied 741 

PLACE  OF  TRIAL  (See  Actions  and  IHal) : 

Of  actions  of  replevin 724 

In  actions  to  recover  real  property 181 

In  equitable  actions  affecting  land. .  • 182 

Actions  for  injuries  to  real  property 182 

Actions  for  partition 182 

Actions  for  foreclosure 182 

To  recover  distrained  property , 183 

Actions  for  penalty  or  forfeiture 183 

Actions  against  public  officers 183 

Trial  when  to  be  where  parties  reside 184 

Where,  if  non-resident  parties. 185 

Where  plaintiff  cannot  sue 185 

Where  plaintiff  has  choice  of  place 187 

How  to  determine  choice 188 

Changing  place  of  trial 683 

PLAINTIFFS : 

Who  mat  bi  joined  as  pLAiNTim. 110 

What  interest  will  anthorice  a  Joinder  of 110 

All  persons  having  any  interest  in  subject  of  action 110 

Nature  of  the  interest 110 

Interest  need  not  be  joints  equal  or  common Ill 

Action  on  injunction  bond Ill 

Action  by  judgment  creditor Ill 

Separate  owner  of  lands  and  tenements Ill 

Distinct,  independent  claims  not  joined Ill 

Who  to  join  in  actions  for  specific  performance 112 

Who  to  join  in  actions  for  libel 112 

Who  must  bi  joinxd  as  FLAiMnrrs 112 

What  interest  will  eompel  a  joinder  of  plaintiJb 112 
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PLAINTIFFS—  Continued. 

Partners  having  a  joint  interest,  mnst  join 112 

This  rule  includes  joint  tenants,  co-trustees,  partners,  joint  owners  or  ) 

joint  contractors i ) 

When  heirs  of  lessor  may  sue  separately. 113 

Partners  when  to  join  as 113 

Assignees  and  assignors  when  joined 113 

Tenants  in  common,  when  to  join  in  actions  in  tort 114 

When  to  join  in  actions  for  rent 114 

Husband  and  wife,  when  to  join 114 

Devisees  and  executors,  when  joined 116 

Trustees  and  cestui  qat  trust,  when  joined 116 

Exception  to  general  mle^  as  to  Joinder  of  plaintifli} 116 

Where  one  of  several  plaintiffs  refuses  to  sue 116 

When  one  partner  member  of  two  firms 116 

Cannot  be  both  plaintiff  and  defendant 116,  136 

Where  the  question  is  one  of  common  or  general  interest 117 

When  parties  are  very  numerous 117 

Parties  to  voluntary  association 117 

Resident  of  village  to  assert  general  right 118 

In  relation  to  collecting  tax 118 

ReMEDT  against  error  A3  TO  PROPER  PLAIKTIFFS 118 

Where  the  action  is  not  brought  by  the  real  party  In  interest 118 

Demurrer  lies,  if  defect  apparent 118 

Defect  not  apparent,  objected  to,  by  answer 118 

Remedy,  by  motion,  when  proper 118 

Where  there  is  a  non-Joinder  of  plaintiib 118 

If  defect  apparent,  demurrer  lies 118 

If  defect  not  apparent,  taken  by  answer 118 

Waiver  of  objection 119 

Where  tliere  is  a  misjoinder  of  plaintiffs 119 

Objection  not  a  subject  of  demurrer 119 

When  demurrer  lies 120 

When  objection  may  be  taken  at  the  trial 120 

PLEADINGS  (See  Fa/rUes  to  action) : 

Early  modes  of 416 

Extending  time  to  plead 576 

Bill  of  particulars,  when  and  how  obtained 581 

Statute  of  limitations  must  be  pleaded 65 

(See  Place  of  trial) 

In  former  actions  at  law 425 

In  former  suits  in  equity 435 

Demand  of  complaint 568 

Time  to  plead 576 

PLEDGE: 

When  replevin  lies  for 714 

Debt  must  be  paid,  before  pledge  claimed 56 

Refusal  to  return,  when  ground  of  arrest 617 

Pledge  cannot  be  retained  to  secure  usurious  debt 617 
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POLICEMAN:                                                                                           pao«. 
When  exempt  from  arrest  in  ciyil  action 596 

POOR  PERSONS: 

Who  may  prosecute  as  such 206 

Application  for  leave 207 

Notice  of  application 208 

Petition  for  leave  to  sue 208 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue 209 

Defect  of  order 211 

Revocation  of  order 212 

POSSESSION: 

Right  of  possession  essential  to  replevin 718 

W^hat  necessary  in  actions  for  real  estate ', 53,  54 

Defense  of  possession 68,  69 

What  property  in  possession  cannot  be  distrained 78 ' 

Importance  of,  in  interpleader  cases 173 

Care  of  property  replevied 741 

♦    Claim  of  property  by  third  person 742 

Right  to  defend  possession  of  property  62-69 

Of  land  sufficient  to  sustain  action 89 

Of  chattels,  when  sufficient « 89 

POWER  OF  COUNTY: 

When  sheriiT  may  call  upon 663,  741* 

POWER  OF  COURTS: 

From  whence  derived 226 

How  determined 226 

What  incidental  to  all  courts  of  record 227 

To  punish  for  contempts 227 

.Of  court  of  appeals 283 

Of  supreme  court 304 

POWERS  OF  JUDGES.   (See  Courts  and  their  Officers)  : 

(See  3\tles  of  the  Various  Courts.) 

PRACTICE : 

Union  of  legal  and  equitable 26 

Principles  of  law  unchanged 27 

Application  of  rules  of 29,  30,    31 

Uniformity,  how  far  attainable 30 

Contradiction  in  decisions 30,    31 

Praoticb  gknerallt  considered 411 

Beflnltiou 411 

Importance  of  a  knowlediro  of 412 

Simplicity  of  the  early  practice 413 

Adapted  to  the  particalar  conrts  where  used 414 

Early  mode  of  commencing  an  action 415 

Early  mode  of  pleading 416 

Early  mode  of  trial 416 

Records  of  trial 417 

BoTiew  and  correction  of  errors 418 
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PRACTICE  IN  EQUITY:  p^a^ 

Mode  of  applyinir 29,    30 

Practice  prior  to  1846 419 

Orgranizatioii  of  the  coart  of  ehanoerj 432 

Former  Jarisdiction  as  to  action  for  relief 433 

Names  and  forms  of  snch  actions 433,  434 

Mode  of  commencing  a  chancery  suit ^ 434 

Parties  to  suit  in  equitj 435 

Pleadings  in  a  snit  in  eqnit j 435 

Trial  of  suit  in  eqnitj 436 

No  jury,  as  a  general  rule 436 

The  eyidence,  and  how  taken 437 

Decrees  in  eqni  tj  snlts 437 

Definitions  and  kinds  of  decrees '. . . .  437 

Interlocutory  decrees 437 

Final  decrees 438 

Further  orders 438 

Rectifying  decrees 438 

Rehearing 439 

Appeals 439 

Execntion  of  decrees 439 

By  writ  of  assistance 439 

By  process  of  contempt 439 

By  distring^  and  sequestration 439 

Interlocutory  applications 440 

PRACTICE  AT  LAW: 

Rules  as  to  legal  actions 8 

When  legal  rules  and  remedies  proper 27 

Mode  of  applying 29,    30 

Phaotioe  pbior  to  1846 419 

The  courts  and  their  organisation 419 

The  supreme  court 419 

Terms  of  the  court 419 

The  circuit  courts 419 

The  common  pleas  in  each  county 420 

New  York  Superior  Court 420 

KlKDS  or  FORMS  Or  AOTION 420 

Beal  actions  and  their  names 420 

Personal  actions^  ex  oontractn^  and  their  names 420 

Personal  actions^  ex  delicto^  and  their  names 421 

Thi  pabtixs  to  actions 421 

Or  THB  roBif  or  thb  action 421 

Of  election  of  actions 422 

Of  the  Joinder  of  actions 423 

MoDn  or  oomminoino  actions 423 

In  general 423 

By  eapioB  and  by  declaration 423 

By  summons « 423 

Actions  hy  or  against  corporations 423 

By  capioi  ad  rupandputum 424 
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PBACTICB  AT  LAM —CorUinuecL  p^ob. 

Commeneiiig  suit  by  declaration 425 

The  pleadings 425 

Of  the  trial 426 

The  trial  of  Issnes  of  law 426 

Trial  of  iasnes  of  fact 426 

JUDOlfENTS  IN  GENERAL 427 

Beflnitioii  of ; 427 

Judgmentg  on  Issnes  of  law 428 

Judgments  on  issues  of  fact 429 

Nature  and  form  of  Judgment 429 

SzEounoN 430 

In  general , . . .  430 

Execution  against  property 430 

Execution  against  the  person « 430 

The  non-imprisonment  act 430 

Attachments 430 

Creditor's  Wll 430 

General  remedies 430 

Writ  of  error 431 

PBELIMIN ARIES  TO  ACTION: 

Matters  to  consider  before  suit 38 

Will  action  lie  on  the  facts  existing 34 

Is  there  a  good  defense 34 

Preliminaries  to  defense  of  action 568 

PEESBNT  PRACTICE,  AND  UPON  WHAT  FOUNDED: 

Unites  law  and  equitt  fraoticb ; 445 

.    Chaneerj  abolished^  and  powers  transferred  to  supreme  eonrt 445 

Same  Judges  sit  at  law  and  in  equity  445 

In  legal  actions^  legal  forms  and  praetiees  are  adopted 446 

In  equitable  suits^  equity  forms  and  praetiees  are  adopted 447 

A  Judgment  or  decree  is  rendered  aooordlng  to  the  requirements  of  the 

particular  case 447 

Enforcement  of  Judgment  and  decrees 448 

Uniformity  of  general  practice 448 

No  error  as  to  proper  court 449 

Thb  codb  or  PBOCEDURi 449 

It  furnishes  a  statutory  practice 4^9 

Uniformity  and  simplicity^  the  objects 450 

Stability  and  certainty  expected 450 

Power  to  change  the  practice 450 

]>efect8  and  omissions^  how  supplied 450 

Bules>  power  to  make 451 

Amendment  to  Code 451 

Talue  of  the  Code 451 

ImproTcments  of  Code 452 

Adoption  of  Code  elsewhere 453 

How  AmOTED  BT  STATUTES,  aSHBRAL  OB  8PB0IAL 453 

In  general 453 
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PRESENT  PRACTICE,  AND  UPON  WHAT  FOUNDED  —  ChnHMud.       pa» 

English  statute 454 

Former  statates  relating  to  practice 454 

All  statutes  of  equal  authoritj 454 

Statutes  relating  to  special  subjects 455 

Necessities  for  special  legislation 455 

Effect  of  statutes  on  prior  decisions  of  the  court 456 

DeOISIONS  of   the  courts  as    BSTABLISHnra   THE  PRAOTIOE 456 

English  and  American  law  and  equltj  decisions 456 

Decisions  construing  statutes 456 

Stfpplying  defects  in  statute 457 

Decisions  more  flexible  than  statutes 458 

Decisions  furnish  rules  for  all  cases 458 

Abroi^ating  or  changing  decisions 458 

Decisions  when  preferable  to  statute 459 

Principles  of  law  and  equity  practice 460 

Conflicting  authorities  460 

DlYersities  and  uniformities  in  practice 461 

Rules  or  the  court  as  part  or  the  paAOTioi 461 

Nature  and  object  of  rules 461 

Incidental  power  to  make  rules 462 

Statutory  authority  to  make  rules 462 

Force  and  effect  of  rules 462 

Discretion  or  the  court  in  matters  or  practice 463 

Necessity  of  such  a  power 463 

Discretion^  how  exercised 464 

RcYiewing  exercise  of  discretion 465 

The  practice  of  the  court  is  the  law  of  the  court 465 

USAOE  IS  PART   or  PRAOTIOE 465 

PRESUMPTIONS : 

As  to  payment  of  debt  or  claim 48^    49 

As  to  payment  of  judgment^  how  rebutted 55 

Supreme  court  presumed  to  hare  jurisdiction 296 

As  to  jurisdiction  of  New  York  common  pleas 342 

As  to  Buffalo  superior  court 352 

Mayors'  and  recorders*  courts  limited 362 

Jurisdiction  of  city  court  of  Brooklyn  not  presumed 374 

PREVIOUS  ARRESTS: 

When  they  bar  a  subsequent  arrest 600 

Second  arrest  must  be  for  same  cause 600 

Prior  arrest  on  criminal  charge 601 

Temporary  exemption  no  bar  to  fiiture  arrest 601 

Arrest  in  another  State  no  bar  to  arrest  here 602 

When  prior  arrest  no  bar  to  second  arrest 602 

PRINOIPAL: 

Where  he  may  sue  on  contract  of  agent 95,    96 

Principal  and  agent  may  be  joined  as  defendants  in  tort 131 
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PEmCIPLES:  PAOB. 

Of  law  and  equity  unchanged 27 

Of  old  practice^  how  far  retained 444 

Of  law  and  equity  practice  now  in  force 460 

Diversities  and  uniformities  of. 461 

Of  interpleader  unchanged. 174 

PEIVATE  NUISANCE : 

Abatement  of 76 

PROCEEDINGS    AFTER   SERVICB    OF    SUMMONS   AND   BEFORE 
PLEADING: 

By  plaintiff 651 

Service  of  summons  on  all  proper  parties. .'. 551 

Compelling  execution  of  provisional  remedy , . . .  551 

Procuring  papers  for  framing  complaint , 552 

Examination  of  parties • 553 

Serving  complaint 1 553 

Filing  papers 553 

Compelling  return  and  filing  papers  by  the  sheriff 555 

By  defendant 556 

Appearance 536 

Examination  of  papers  served 562 

Defects  in  the  summons  or  its  service 562 

Demanding  authority  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney 563 

•  Removal  to  United  States  courts > 566 

Removal  to  other  courts 566 

Setting  aside  provisional  remedy 566 

Discharge  from  arrest 566 

Vacating  attachment , j 567 

Dissolving  injunction 567 

Return  of  goods  in  replevin 567 

Demand  of  copy  complaint 568 

Dismissal  of  complaint  for  non-service 568 

Appointment  of  guardian  for  infant  defendant 568 

Obtaining  leave  to  defend 576 

Obtaining  further  time  to  plead 577 

Obtaining  relief  from  default 578 

Obtaining  stay  of  proceedings 579 

Compelling  election  or  consolidation  of  actions 580 

Obtaining  prder  of  interpleader 580 

Obtaining  bill  of  particulars  or  copy  of  account 581 

Obtaining  discovery,  in  aid  of  answer 583 

Obtaining  security  for  costs ^ >...  583 

Making  tender  of  sum  due  ', 584 

Paying  money  into  court 584 

Making  offer  of  judgment 585 

PROOF  OF  SERVICE : 

Proof  of  service  of  summons  by  sheriff's  certificate 541 

Proof  of  service  by  affidavit 543 

Proof  in  case  of  service  by  publication , 545 
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PBOOF  OF  SERVICE— C'cm^ntted  pioe 

Proof  by  written  admission 547 

Gkneral  requisitvs  and  form  of  proof 548 

PROHIBITION: 

.    Writ  issued  by  United  States  supreme  court 258 

Issued  bj  supreme  court 298 

PROPERTY  IN  STRANGER: 

When  no  defense  in  repleyin 719 

Property,  changing  form  does  not  bar  reploTin 721 

PUBLICATION: 

Pablieation  of  sammoiuiy  when  proper 516 

Afldarit  to  aathorlze  order  of  pablieation 518 

Order  of  publication 523 

Beqnisites  of  sommoni  pnbUslied 525 

Pablieation  of  the  BUBunons 526 

Depositing  aommona  in  post-oiiee 526 

Personal  aerriee  of  sammons  out  of  State 526 

When  defendant  may  eome  in  and  defend 527 

Filing  complaint^  affldarit  and  order 528 

Pablieation  in  ease  of  nnknown  parties 529 

Statute  to  be  paraued  atrietly  530 

Amending  prooeedinga 530 

Judgment  in  ease  of  publication 531 

When  seryiob  or  bummonb  is  oomplbtb 538 

When  aeryiee  by  publication 538 

In  case  of  peraonal  aeryiee 539 

When  a  proyiaional  remedy  ia  allowed 539 

Seryice  by  publication^  where  defendant  cannot  be  found 535 

PUBLIC  NUISANCE: 

When  it  may  be  abated  by  priyate  party 77 

May  be  ground  of  arrest 613 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS : 

Actions  by  public  officers,  how  brought 103 

Actions  against,  where  tried 183 

Arrest  for  money  collected  by 005,  618 

Seryice  of  summons  on 5U 

QUEEN'S  BENCH: 

Origin  sod  jurisdiction  of , 223 

Diyision  of 224 

QUO  WARRANTO : 

Jnriadiction  of  aupreme  court 297 

Leaye  to  bring  action 212 

Arrest  in  actions  of. 631 

RAILROADS: 

Power  of  county  courts  asto • 390 

Name  of,  in  summons 471 

Seryice  of  summons  upon 512 
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BBAL  ACTIONS:  p,^» 

What  are 6 

Nature  of  and  consideration  of 34 

When  to  be  brought 63 

Where  to  be  brought 181, 182 

Alien's  right  to  bring 108 

No  arrest  in  such  actions. 615^  617 

Tenants  in  common,  action  by. 114 

Who  defendants  in 129 

>  Maj  be  arrest  for  trespass  upon  lands 608 

In  action  to  foreclose  mortgage 129, 134 

In  actions  of  ejectment 129 

In  actions  of  partition ^ 135 

BEAL  PBOPSBTY: 

Bight  of  owner  to  re-enter  bj  force 74 

When  indictable  for  forcible  re-entrj 75 

When  not  liable  to  civil  action 75 

When  liable  to  civil  action 75 

BBOAPTION : 

Bight  of  recaption  of  person 72 

Of  the  recaption  of  a  relative. 73 

Of  personal  property , 73 

Of  real  property 74 

Bight  of  sherifiT  as  to,  on  escape  of  defendant • 694 

BECEIVEB: 

Actions  by '. 105 

Joinder  of  receiver,  and  owner  of  trust  fimd 138 

Leave  to  bring  actions  by 197 

Leave  to  bring  actions  against 199 

Foreign  receivers,  when  not  permitted  to  sne. 106 

BSCEIFTOB: 

May  not  maintain  replevin 717 

He  is  responsible  to  officer  to  whom  receipt  given 717 

BE-DELIVEBY: 

Of  property  of  defendant  in  replevin 735 

BBDBMPTION  OF  MOBTGAGB: 

Action  for,  when  to  be  brought 61 

Who  parties  in  action 135 

Action  to  enforce  or  foreclose  kase  on. 61 

BEHEABING: 

Former  practice  in  equity 439 

BELIEF: 

When  granted  or  refused  in  equity 20 

Equity  grants  when  law  does  not 21 

Actions  for,  on  ground  of  fraud,  when  to  be  brought 58 

To  obtain  equitable  relief,  where  brought 182 

Belief  from  default 578 

Changing  demand  of 491 


EELIGIOUS  SOCIETY :  hok 

Must  sue  in  corporste  name .' 101 

EEMEDLES: 

How  extended  by  oommonkw 13 

When  inaufficient  atkw 15 

When  the  law  does  not  give  onj 36^  37 

Devised  in  equity i 23 

When  exclusive  or  cumulative 39 

lUegaLiCy  of  ground  of 39 

Election  of  remedies 723 

GFiven  in  equity  when  law  fiimi«heB  none 22 

Where  there  is  a  right,  there  is  a  remedy 32 

No  remedy,  unless  right 32 

REMEDIES,  UNION  OF: 

Union  of  legal  and  equitable 26 

Same  judges  administer .' 445 

REMEDIES  WITHOUT  ACTION: 

Of  preventive  measures  in  general 67 

Defense  by  resistance,  or  self-defense 67 

Defense  of  the  person 68 

Defense  of  personal  property 68 

Defense  of  real  property 69 

Defense  of  other  persons 70 

Apprehending  criminals  and  wrong-doera 71 

Resistance  of  process 72 

Escape,  rescue,  ete T2 

Recaption  of  person  or  property 72 

Recaption  of  the  person  of  a  relative 73 

Recaption  of  personal  property 73 

Recaption  or  re-entry  on  real  property 74 

Abatement  of  nuisances 75 

Abatement  of  private  nuisances 76 

Abatement  of  public  nuisances 77 

Distress  and  seizure  of  cattle 77 

Cattle  damage  feasant 77,  78 

Retainer,  or  holding  what  a  party  has  in  his  hands 79 

Remitter  as  to  real  estate SO 

Lien,  and  rights  of  party  holding  property 80 

Accord  and  satisfaction 81 

Arbitration 81 

Set-off ; 82 

Marriage  of  debtor  and  creditor 82 

Gauljon  as  to  resorting  to  remedies  wiUiout  action 82 

REMITTER : 

Bights  of  parties  ss  to  land 80 

REMITTITUR: 

From  court  of  appeals 288 

Practice  in  relation  to 3S3 
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BDMOTBNBSS:                                                                                          p^o,. 
When  damage  too  remote  to  give  action 36 

REMOVAL  FEOM  OFFICE : 

Removal  of  judge 231 

Removal  for  corruption 230 

BEMOYAL  FROM  STATE: 

Ajb  a  ground  of  arreet. 613 

Effect  0^  upon  statute  of  limitationB 60 

Service  of  summons  on 517 

BEMOYAL  OF  CAUSES  (See  EemovcU  to  United  States  eircm£) : 

To  and  from  New  York  superior  court 333 

From  New  York  common  pleas  to  supreme  court 346 

To  and  from  superior  court  of  Buffalo 354 

To  and  from  mayors'  and  recorders'  courts 369 

To  supreme  court  from  city  court  of  Brooklyn 378 

Into  and  from  county  court 399 

From  surrogates'  court 409 

From  State  court  to  United  States  drouit 262 

RBMOYAL  TO  UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT: 

In  what  cases  allowed , 266,  566 

Prooeedtnos  roR  removal 269 

Petition  for 269 

Security  to  be  given 273 

Applieatlon,  when  made 275 

Proceedings  therenpon 276 

BemoTal  by  certiorari  or  liabeas  oorpna 277 

EEMOYING  PROPERTY  WITH  INTENT  TO  DEFRAUD  CREDITORS: 
When  ground  of  arrest 630 

BENTS: 

In  action  for,  what  seisin  necessary. , 54 

When  heirs  may  sue  separately  for 113 

When  husband  and  wife  to  join  in  aotion  for 115 

REPLEVIN : 

Return  of  goods 567 

Arrest  in  actions  for 608,  623 

Origin  and  former  use  at  common  law 708 

Changes  made  by  statute 709 

Replevin  under  the  New  York  Revised  Statutes 710 

Remedy  under  the  Code  of  Procedure 710 

For  wliat  property  action  Ilea. 712 

Must  be  for  personal  property 712 

When  fixtures  may  be  replevied 712 

When  building  may  be  taken. ! 713 

Growing  grass , 713 

Growing  grass  mortgaged 713 

Money 713 

Choses  in  action 714 

Evidences  of  title 714 
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REPLEVIN  —  Continued. 

Evidences  of  debt 714 

In  favor  of  whom  aetlon  lies < 714 

By  owner  of  property 714 

By  person  entitled  to  possession 715 

By  persons  in  representative  capacity 715 

By  officers,  sheriffs,  etc 715 

By  partners  when  and  when  not 716 

Against  whom  action  lies 716 

Against  party  wrongfully  taking  or  detaining. 716 

Against  persons  in  representative  capacity 716 

Against  sheriiSs,  etc ., 716 

Against  receiptors 717 

Where  the  action  lieSb 718 

For  the  wrongful  taking. : 718 

For  the  wrongful  detention 720 

Groods  taken  on  execution 720 

When  the  action  does  not  lie 722 

Where  the  property  is  restored  before  action 722 

Where  property  replevied  is  in  hands  of  officer 722 

Where  prohibited  by  statute 723 

Not  for  real  property 723 

When  not  for  personal  property 723 

When  not  before  demand 723 

Action  is  local 724 

Action  where  tried 724 

PBOOEEDINaS  BEFORR  TAKINa  PBOPEBTT.  .•• 724 

Demand  before  action.. . . : 724 

At  what  time  remedy  may  be  had 725 

Action,  how  and  when  commenced 725 

Affidavit^  and  its  requisites 726 

Controverting  affidavits 728 

Requisition  on  the  affidavits 728 

8ecnrity  on  part  of  plaintiff 729 

Approval  of  security  by  sheriff 72& 

Amendment'of  undertaking 731 

Service  of  papers  on  defendiint  by  sheriff. 731 

Exception  t^o  surety  by  defendant 732 

Justification  of  plaintiff's  sureties 732 

Manner  of  justification 732 

Action  on  undertaking 732 

Sheriff's  liability  until  justification 733 

Setting  aside  proceedings 733 

Be-delivery  of  property  to  the  defendant 735 

Undertalff  ng  given  by  defendant 735 

Justification  of  defendant's  surety 737 

Sheriff's  liability  until  justification, ; 737 

His  liability  to  defendant 737 

HisliabiUty  to  plaintiff 738 

His  liability  tp  third  parties 738 
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REPLEVIN  —  ConHnued.  pj^oa. 

His  liability  as  bailee 740 

QaaliflcatlonB  as  saretj 740 

Mede  of  taking  property 740 

Second  order  to  take  property 741 

PROOKEDINGS  AFTEB  TAKIRO  PBOPKRTT , 741 

Property^  how  kept 741 

Claim  of  property  by  third  person 742 

Claim,  how  made 742 

Proceedings  by  sheriff. . , 743 

Undertaking  by  plaintiff 743 

Deliyery  of  property  to  plaintiff 744 

Betnm  of  prooeedings^  flUng  papers^  etc 745 

Amendmenta 745 

Sheriff's  fees  and  expenses 746 

Blscontinaance 746 

Abatement  of  action 746 

Arrest  of  defendant 747 

Action  lies  though  the  defendant  has  parted  with  the  goods 720 

Where  no  arrest  as  to  property  parted  with 747 

REPORTERS: 

Appointment  and  duties  of 253,  254 

Reporter  of  court  of  appeals 284 

Reporter  of  supreme  court 314 

REPRESENTATIVES :    . 

When  replerin  lies  by 715 

When  replevin  lies  against 716 

Promises  by,  to  revive  debt 65 

Actions  brought  by 104 

Karnes,  how  inserted  in  summons 470 

Actions  brought  against 137 

REQUISITION : 

How  indorsed  on  affidavit  in  replevin 728 

Second,  when  granted 741 

BEQUEST: 

To  leave  land  before  using  force 69,  70,    74 

Before  bringing  action 214 

To  remove  nuisance 214,  215 

RESCUE: 

Rescue,  when  justifiable 72 

Liability  of  sheriff  for 694 

RESIDENCE: 

Definition  of  term 610 

Absence  from,  how  it  affects  statute  of  limitations 50,   51 

How  it  affects  place  of  trial 184, 187 

Of  witnesses,  as  to  choice  of  place  of  trial 189 

Applicant  for  admission  must  be  resident  of  department 236 

104 


EESTRAINTKG  WEONGFUI,  ACTS:  ,^am. 

Law  courts  do  not  reatrwn  acts 11 

Equity  restrains  wrongful  acta 19 

RETAINER: 

Retainer  of  property  and  rights  of  parties 79 

Duty  of  attorney  on  reuuner 240 

Service  of  notice  of  appearance 557 

RETURN: 

Eetitrk  or  PRO0BB8 550 

Mocle  of  retnra 550 

CompelUu;  retnrn 550 

Return   by  sheriff,  how  far  coneltiaivo 542 

Filing  paper  by  ghorlff  or  attorney 550 

Betiirn  by  dlieriff,  coroner^  etc,  of  order  of  urest 681 

Retam,  how  made 681 

Enforclnp return 682 

ControTertlng  retaru 548,  682 

Certificate  with  return 682 

Of  property  before  action  bars  replevin 722 

HETTVING  ACTION: 

When  order  of,  proper 155 

How,  where  and  by  whom  obtained 156 

Effect  of  order 158 

Appeal  from  order 158 

Judgment,  how  rerived 55 

RIQHT  OF  ACTION: 


Is  remedy  ylven  by  law 32 

Are  there  snfflclent  exlstlns  facts 33 

Injnry  to  person  or  personal  rights 34 

Belatlng  to  property  real  or  personal 34 

Actions  fonnded  on  contracts 35 

Actions  fonnded  npon  torts 35 

Is  there  an  existing  right  of  action 37 

Preliminaries  to  be  considered 38 

CnmnlatlTe  or  eiclnslre  remedies 39 

Illegality  of  grounds  of  action 39 

Host  be  perfect  when  action  commenced 37 

RULES: 

Rules  and  maxims  in  equity 24,  25 

RCLES   OP   COITRT,  PART  OP  PHAOTICB 461 

Natnre  and  object  of  rules 461 

Incidental  power  to  make  rules 463 

Statntory  aothorlty  to  make  rules 462 

Force  and  elTeet  of  mles 463 

Of  conrt  of  appeals 286 

Of  supreme  conrt 320 

Bnles  as  to  admission  of  attorneys 235 
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SALE:  PAGB. 

When  void  for  fraud  will  sustun  replevin 719 

Conditional,  not  complied  with,  repl^yin  lies 720 

Deceit  in  sale,  ground  of  arrest 616,  630 

Fraud  in  procuring,  ground  of  arrest 624 

Money  received  by  factor  on  sale 621 

SAILORS : 

Sailor  in  United  States  service  exempt  from  arrest 595 

Does  not  lose  residence 612 

How  affected  by  substituted  service 532 

SCIRE  FACIAS: 

Abolished  and  action  substituted 297 

SCHOOLS : 

Trustees  of  district  how  to  sue 102,  103 

SEALED  INSTRUMENTS  (See  Bond  and  undertaking) : 

Actions  on,  when  to  be  brought 55 

SECURITY : 

Security  for  costs 583 

To  be  given  by  non-resident  plaintiff 106,  107 

By  plaintiff  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest 646 

Form  of  such  security 646 

Who  to  be  surety 646 

Acknowledgments 647 

Approval  of 647 

Service  of 648 

Filing 648 

Amendments 648 

By  plaintiff  in  replevin -. 729 

Approval  by  sheriff 729 

Amendment  of  security 731 

In  actions  brought  by  foreign  corporation 99,  100 

When  demanded  and  how  waived 100 

Need  not  justify  unless  excepted  to , 101 

SECOND  ARREST  (See  Prwiaua  arreaU) : 

When  not  permitted 600 

Exceptions  to  rule 602. 

SEDUCTION: 

When  ground  of  arrest 609,  614 

SELF-DEFENSE : 

Right  of  party  to  defend  himself 67 

Defense  of  person 68 

Right  to  resist  process,  and  in  what  cases  72 

SERVANTS: 

Of  ambassadors,  etc,  not  liable  to  arrest 593 

SEISIN: 

When  necessary  in  actions  for  real  property. 54 
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SEBVIOB :  ^j^^ 

6t  whom  MIDI 507 

In  general 607 

By  sheriff *. 607 

Serrlee  by  priyate  person 608 

By  coroner 608 

By  elisors 609 

SeRYIOE  or  SUHMONB,  HOW  XADB 609 

Time  of  serrice^  and  limiting  serrlee 609 

On  what  day,  or  what  hour 609 

Place  of  serying  summons 610 

Personal  serrlee^  how  made 610 

Serrlee  on  oorporations 612 

Serrlee  on  minors  nnder  fourteen 614 

Serylee  on  lunatics^  drunkards^  etc 614 

Serrlee  on  States^  oonntiesy  towns^  and  public  oHlcen 614 

Serrioe  on  imprisoned  persons 615 

Temporary  exemptions  fkH>m  serrlee 615 

Fees  for  serrlee 615 

Exemptions  firom  serrlee  of  summons 615 

(See  Service  of  Summone^  Order  of  Arreet  and  BequieiHcmJ) 

SEBYICE  OF  PAPERS  (See  Service  of  Summmt) : 

On  defendant  in  replevin 731 

Service  of  summons » 607 

Service  of  notice  (See  Notice). 
Service  of  order  (See  Order), 

Service  of  notice  of  appearance  and  retainer 657 

Service  of  affidavits  and  order  of  arrest 663 

Service  of  replevin  process. .^ 731 

SERVICE  OF  SUMMONS  (See  SmMnone), 

SET-OFF : 

In  legal  actions 15 

When  the  right  exists 82 

SBTTma  ASIDE  PROOEEDmG^S : 

In  replevin 733 

Setting  aside  or  vacating  order  of  arrest 696 

SHERIFF: 

General  authority  to  bring  actions 103 

May  sue  for  attached  property  without  leave 197 

How  he  acquires  tide  to  office 249 

Holding  attachment  may  contest  fraud 103 

General  nature  of  the  office 249 

Coroner,  when  to  act  as 260 

Deputy  sherLBs 260 

Appointment  and  duties 260 

Elisors,  when  appointed 251 

Disabilities  of  sheriff 261 

Liabilities  of  sheriff 261 

Must  give  offiisial  bond, 251 
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SHEBIFF — OoaHnued.  Pi^ax. 

Service  of  sammonB  by 507 

Duty  in  making  service 507 

His  certificate  and  fees 507 

How  to  serve  order  of  arrest 653 

Duty  of  making  arrest 655 

Time  of  making  arrest 655 

Irregular  or  illegal  arrest '. 656 

Place  of  arrest ' 657 

Mode  of  arrest 659 

Fraudulent  arrest 662 

Detainer  of  person  in  custody  of  law ^ 662 

Service  of  papers  on  defendant 663 

Calling  power  of  county 663 

Showing  process 665 

Handcufib  on  defendant 665 

Extortion 665 

Discharge  if  arrest  illegal 665 

Giving  defendant  time  to  get  bail 666 

Keeping  defendant  in  safe  custody 666 

Disdiarge  on  deposit^  etc 667 

Bail,  how  given , 667 

Whenliableas  baU , 672 

Liability  on  escape 694 

Liability  on  a  rescue 694 

Right  to  recapture  after  escape 694 

Proceedings  on  judgment  against  sheriff. 695 

When  sheriff  may  maintain  replevin 715 

When  replevin  lies  against 716 

Liability  for  sureties  in  replevin 733 

Liability  until  justification  of  sureties  in  replevin 737 

Liability  for  taking  property  claimed  in  replevin  process 738 

SHERIFFS  BONDS: 

Leave  to  sue « 195 

Must  be  executed  before  entering  upon  office 251 

SHERIFFS  OERTIFIOATB: 

Proof  of  service  of  smnmons  by 541 

Conclusiveness  of 542 

SHIPS  AND  VESSELS : 

Proceedings  to  collect  demands  against  « 299,  303 

Superior  court  of  New  York  no  jurisdiction 329 

New  York  common  pleas  no  jurisdiction 343 

SHOWma  PROCESS : 

YHien  officer  bound  to  exhibit. 665 

SITTING  OF  COURTS  (See  Tltnns  of  eourf) : 

Must  be  public. 228 

SLANDER  (See  IbrH) : 

Action  for 86 

Action  for  joinder  of  defiandaata • 131 


SLAKDEE— CbnJwmeA  i^aob. 

When  wrest  for 609 

Joinder  of  pluotifb 112 

Actions  for,  irhen  to  be  brought *. ....     60 

SOLDIERS: 

Soldiers  iD  United  States  service  not  liable  to  atrest 695 

When  exempt  from  arrest. 595 

Does  not  lose  reeidenoa  while  in  Berrice 612 

SPECIAL  TERMS: 

Number  of,  powers,  etc. 318 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE: 

Not  compelled  in  legal  bcIjodb 11 

Compelled  in  equitable  suits Ifs  I't     ^8 

When  countj  court  has  iurisdiotion  of  notion 3M 

New  York  superior  court  has  jurisdictioa  328 

When  actions  to  bo  brought 61 

FlaintiBb  in  actions  for Ill 

Id  aoUons  fbr,  by  devisee  and  executor  joined 116 

STAKEHOLDER: 

Who  Buch  in  interpleader 166,  680 

STAMPS:' 

No  stamp  required  onBummona 482 

STATE  COITRTS: 

Jurisdiction  of 43 

STATES; 

State  when  plaintiff  in  courts  of  another  State 07 

When  State  plaintiff  in  its  own  court 98 

As  defendants  in  actions 121 

Service  of  summons  on  614 

STATUTES: 

Form  a  part  of  our  sjstem  of  laws  4 

Legislature  to  enact  such  as  are  beat 4 

Remedy  given  by,  must  be  adopted 30 

Statutes  affecting  the  practice 453 

STATDTEB,  OEMKRAL  OB  SFIOtAL 453 

III  general 453 

Engllsb  Btktntes  454 

Former  statnteB  relating  to  praetlM 454 

All  Btatntes  of  eqnal  anthorlty 454 

StRtntOB  relating  to  speelal  snbjeetfl 455 

Necessity  fbr  special  legislation 455 

ErFEOT  or  fllATtlTES  ON  PBIOB  DKCaiOItB  : 

Gonstmetlon  of  statutes 456-461 

Snppljlng  defects  In  Btatat« 457 

Deelslons  more  flexible  than  statute* 458 

Declslonii,  when  preferable  to  8tatnt«g 450 

fitatntorj  ftatborlty  to  vakt  ral« 4fil 
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STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS :  pao* 

To  be  pleaded «    65 

Waived,  if  not  pleaded 65 

STAY  OF  PROOEEDIN(JS: 

When  proper  to  obtain 579 

When  granted 679 

STENOGRAPHER: 

Appointment  and  duties 253,  254,  314 

Compensation  of 314 

STOCKHOLDER: 

Actions  against^  when  brought % 57,  63,    66 

Compelling  payment  for  shares  of  stock 302 

STRANGER: 

Replevin  does  not  lie  bj  sheriff  for  goods 722 

Claim  of  property  in,  when  no  defense  in  replevin 719 

STRIKING  NAME  FROM  ROLLS : 

When  attorney  stricken  from  roll • 249 

SUBJECT-MATTER : 

Jurisdiction  of,  in  general 45 

Consent  does  not  confer  jurisdiction . . « 45 

Agreement  of  parties  as  to 45 

Jurisdiction  of  superior  court  as  to 296 

Jurisdiction  of,  as  to  New  York  superior  court 325 

As  to  New  York  common  pleas 339 

As  to  superior  court  of  Buffalo 350 

As  to  county  courts 384 

As  to  other  courts  (See  Varioua  TUles). 

As  to  former  supreme  court 419 

As  to  former  court  of  equity 433 

SUBMITTING  CONTROVERSIES: 

What  casks  and  qubstions  mat  be  submittid 216 

Who  may  aabmit 216 

Ciril  actions 216 

What  cannot  be  submitted 216 

Change  of  imrties 217 

PROCKKDINGS  ON  BUBMISSIOK 218 

Afldarit  that  Gontroyersy  la  real 218 

What  papers  ftimished  to  court 218 

There  must  be  a  case  presented 218 

The  submission  limits  the  power  of  court 218 

Mode  of  trial 218 

Belief  from  submission 219 

Case  heard  at  general  term 219 

Questions  of  law  alone  considered 219 

New  parties 220 

Costs 220 

Judgment 220 

Enforcing  Judgment 220 
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Appeal  firom  Jndfnent 220 

New  trial  In  ejeetmeat 220 

SUBPGINA: 

Used  to  procure  evidenoe 8fi 

Datj  of  attomej  in  iBamng 240 

Suit  commenced  bj,  in  former  equity  practice 434 

Subpcenu  issued  from  New  Y(»k  superior  court 330 

Of  New  York  common  pleas 344 

Of  superior  court  of  Buffalo 352 

Of  county  oourta. , 394 

or  surrogates' courta 407 

SUBSCRIPTION  (See  Sammotu): 

Summons,  Iiow  to  besabscribed 472 

(See  AbMce,  ordtr,  rtt«tn,  tk.) 
SUBSTITUTION : 

Of  parties  in  case  of  death 140 

Where  sole  pluotitr  dies 140 

Where  one  of  several  plaintifis  ^ea 147 

On  deatli  of  sole  defendant 152 

On  death  of  one  of  several  defendants 153 

How  effected 155 

Of  biul 686 

Effect  of  transfer  of  interest 158 

Of  partiea  by  inteipleader 1 165 

Of  attomejB 248 

Of  bul  for  deposit  in  arrest 691 

SUBSTITUTBD  8BETI0E : 

Im  what  OMe§  anthortied 532 

Fro4>f  of  bet  Mj  affldaTlt  or  ■berlff'i  retnrB 532 

Order  allowlBg  snbstltnted  Mrriee 534 

Service  under  the  order 535 

Froe«edliigs  after  urvioe 535 

SUMMONS  (See  Oommmemtmi  of  Action*) : 

AonoHs  ooMHiHOiD  BT  BUHHom 487 

In  geBeral 467 

RiQUiBiTEsor  Eciuom 468 

The  office  of,  to  gin  BoUee^  ete. 468 

Title 468 

Wliat  «m8tltnt«8  «H« 468 

Effect  of  omitting  title 468 

Amjndmeut  of  title 468 

The  llrectiom  of  giiniiBonB 469 

Name  of  defendaat,  how  atatod  and  dlreoteA 469 

Names  and  eharacters  of  partlei  In 469 

FuQ,  toue  name  of  all  parties  to  be  given 489 

True  name  means  christian  and  surname 469 

Changing  namee 469 

Party  known  by  two  names 469 
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Middle  name  &ot  necessary 469 

Consequence  of  not  stating  true  name 469 

Names  of  parties  acting  in  representatiye  ci4>acit7 470 

Representatiye  ch^uracter,  how  stated 470 

Names,  how  stated  in  actions  against  counties 470 

Names  in  suits  agsdnst  supervisors ^ 470 

Public  officer,  how  named  and  described. . « 471 

Beligious  corporation  or  society,  how  named 471 

Unknown  defendant,  how  described 471 

Fictitious  name  of  party , ^^. 471 

Compelling  disclosure  of  name ^^. « 471 

Sabscriptioii  of  smnmons 472 

Must  be  subscribed  by  attorney 472 

Signature  by  law  firm 472 

Subscription  may  be  written  or  printed 472 

Besidence  of  attorney  to  be  stated 472 

Mlmomer  of  parties  in  suiLiiioiui 473 

Remedy  for  misnomer 473 

Waiver  of  misnomer 473 

Objection,  when  available  after  judgment 473 

NOTIOB  TO  BB  nrSKBTID  IN  SUMMONS 474 

Nature  and  object  of  notice 474 

Form  of  notice 474 

Rules  relating  to  form 474,  475 

Bole  relating  to  tlie  first  subdivision 476,  476 

Bale  as  to  subdivision  two 477 

Heeisions  relating  to  subdivision  one 477,  478 

Decisions  relating  to  subdivision  two 478,  479 

Notice  must  be  definite,  etc ■ 480 

•Notice  of  time  and  place  to  serve  answer 4^0 

Yariance  between  summons  and  complaint 480 

Summons  controls  whei)  variant  firom  complaint ; 480 

Complaint  set  aside  for  variance 480 

Waiver  by  not  objecting 480 

Yariance  when  summons  and  complaint  served  together 481 

Notice  in  cases  where  complaint  not  served 481 

Notice  must  state  where  complaint  is  or  will  be  tiled 481 

Special  indorsement  on  summons 481 

Indorsements  in  actions  for  penalties 482 

Stamp  not  required 482 

Issuing  or  delivering  summons  for  service 484 

When  sonmions  is  issued 484 

To  whom  issued  or  delivered • .  484 

Proof  as  to  time  of  issuing 485 

Auardian  for  infant  plaintilf 485 

Must  be  guardian  before  issuing  summons. 485 

Who  to  appoint  guardian .' 485 

Application  for,  to  whom  made 485 

Woo  appointed  and  who  not 485 

105 
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Duty  and  authority  of  guardian : 486 

Removal  of  guardian 486 

Effect  of  omitting  to  appoint 486 

Summons  maj  be  set  aside  for  irregularity : 486 

The  objection  may  be  taken  by  answer 486 

Amending  gammons 489 

At  what  time  amendment  may  be  made 490 

Can  be  amended  only  on  leave  of  court 490 

Amendment  cannot  cure  jurisdictional  defect 490 

Nor  can  plaintiff's  claim  be  substantially  changed 490 

Omissiops  may  be  supplied 490 

Amendments  caused  by  new  parties , 491 

Enlarging  amount  demanded 491 

Mistake  as  to  form 491 

No  amendment  to  aid  fraud 491 

Subscription  when  summons  amended 491 

Nearly  all  defects  amended 491 

NOTIOB  OF  NO  PIRSONAL  CLAIM 491 

When  such  notice  is  proper ^ • 492 

Contents  of  notice 492 

Costs  if  defendant  unreasonably  defends 493 

Notice  or  pendsnot  or  action 493 

In  what  actfons  of  cases  notiee  proper 494 

In  cases  affecting  title  to  real  estate 494 

Notice  when  and  where  to  be  filed 495 

Contents  of  notiee 496 

Effect  of  filing  the  notiee « 497 

Omission  to  publish  summons^  effect  on  notice 499 

,   Reeordinif  and  Indexing  notice 499 

Remoral  of  notice  from  record 500 

New  notice^  when  necessary 500 

Amendments  of  notice 500 

Substantial  compliance  with  the  Code 500 

AonOV|   WHEN  DESKED  OOMMEKCED 501 

Demand  or  oopt  oomplaint,  rled  but  not  bbbykd 5(3 

Bemandy  when  and  how  made 503 

Serrlce  of  copy  of  complaint^  in  what  cases  necessary 504 

Time  of  serring  complaint 504 

Enlarging  time  for  serrlce 504 

Time  to  answer  after  serrlce  of  complaint 505 

Effect  of  omission  to  serre  complaint 506 

SeBYIOE  or  TBI  SUMMONS 507 

Serrlce^  by  whom  made 507 

Of  the  serrlce  in  general 507 

Serrlce  by  sheriff 607 

His  dnty  to  make  serrlce  and  retnm 507 

His  certificate  of  serrlce ^ 507 

His  fees  for  serrlce 50r 

UabUlty  for  neglect 507 
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Serrice^  where  made  hj  sheriff 608 

May  require  prepayment  of  fees 508 

Serrlee  by  prlrate  person 508 

Serrice  by  eoroner^  when  proper 508 

Serrioe  by  elisors 509 

Seryios,  how  madi 509 

Time  of  serrice^  and  limitinir  time 509 

Generally,  may  be  served  at  any  hour  of  day  or  night 509 

Service  on  Sunday  void 509 

Service  on  elector,  on  election  day,  void ; 509 

,  Service  on  day  prohibited  by  statute  void 510 

Plaee  of  serviee  mast  be  made  within  Jorisdietion  of  eonrt 510 

Service,  when  territorial  jurisdiction  limited 510 

Mode  of  personal  serviee 510 

Service  by  delivery  of  copy 510 

Service  when  defendant  refuses  to  receive  copy 511 

Delivery  of  copy  must  be  to  defendant 511 

Delivery  to  wrong  person  no  service 511 

Fraud  in  service  not  tolerated 511 

When  service  on  husband  valid  as  to  wife 511 

Copy  served  should  be  accurate 511 

Serviee  on  corporations 512 

Service  on  officer  of  corporation 512 

Service  on  agent  of 512 

Service  on  person  appointed 512 

Foreign  corporation  to  designate  person  on  whom  service  may  be  made  . .  512 

Statutes  regulating  service 513 

Serviee  on  minors  nnder  fourteen  years 514 

Serviee  on  Innaticsy  persons  of  unsound  mind^  drunkacds^  eto 514 

Service  on  committee  of  lunatics,  etc 514 

Serviee  on  State^  eonnty>  town  and  publle  ol&eers 514 

Serviee  on  imprisoned  persons 515 

Temporary  exemption  fk-om  serviee 515 

Exemption  on  Sunday,  or  election  day 515 

Exemption  of  a  witness  or  party 515 

Fees  for  serviee 516 

May  demand  fees  in  advance 516 

Skrviob  bt  pubuoatiok,  when  propir 516 

Affidavit  to  authorize  order  of  publleatlon 518 

Proof  must  be  by  affidavit • 518 

Sheriff's  return  not  sufficient  proof 518 

Affidavit  must  show  defendant  cannot  be  found 518 

Must  show  that  a  cause  of  action  exists 518 

Or  that  defendant  proper  party  as  to  real  property 518 

Must  show  that  defendant  has  property  in  State 518 

That  defendant  departed  from  State  to  avoid  service 518 

Affidavit  should  state  facts  fully  and  posiUvely 518 

Affidavit  to  be  drawn  with  great  care 520 

Jurisdictional  defect  fatal  at  any  time 520 
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If  facts  prima  facie  sufficient)  court  may  act  on • , 520 

If  affidavit  insufficient,  serrice  out  of  State  void 520 

Of  the  order  of  pnblieation 523 

By  whom  made , 523 

Mode  of  drawing  up  order 523 

Contents  of  order 523 

Must  direct  publication % .523 

Must  direct  deposit  of  summons  and  oomplaint  . » 523 

Beqnisltes  of  suiimons  pnblislied 525 

Form,  same  as  in  personal  servicoL 525 

Need  not  name  State  where  filed • J 525 

Publication  of  swehiom 526 

In  what  papers 526 

For  what  length  of  time 526 

Time,  how  computed 626 

Depositing  summons  in  post-office 526 

Within  what  time  deposit  to  be  made 526 

Personal  serrice  out  of  the  State^  effect  fit 526 

When  defendant  may  come  in  and  defend 527 

Within  what  time .* 527 

When  as  a  matter  of  right 527 

When  as  a  matter  of  favor 527 

Grounds  for  allowing  defense 528 

Effects  of  delay  in  applying 528 

Filing  complaint)  affldlaTit  and  order 528 

Unkn^iwn  parties ; 529 

Statute  to  be  pursued  strictly : .  530 

Amending  proceedings 530 

Judgments  in  caae  of  publication 531 

SUBSTirnTED  SERVICE 532 

In  what  cases  authorised 532 

AffldaTit  or  return  to  establish  facts : 532 

Order  for  substituted  service 534 

Serrice  under  the  order 535 

Proceedings  after  serrice 535 

Service  in  other  cases  ik  which  detendakt  oaknot  be  fouxd 535 

Service  on  joint  and  several  debtors 536 

In  what  cases 536 

Proceedings  byplaintiir 536 

Service  on  part  of  defendants 536 

Service  on  all  defendants 537 

Service  on  partners 537 

Service  on  persons  jointly  indebted 537 

Effect  of  service  on  part  of  defendants. 537 

Bights  of  defendants  and  proceedings  by  them 538 

What  defense  may  be  set  up,  and  what  not 538 

Bights  of  co-defendents 538 

SeRVIOB  or  SUMMONS,  WHEN  OOXPtATS. 538 

When  serrice  by  publication  is  complete 538 
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Penonal  serrlee^  when  eomplete 639 

Serriee^  when  proTislonal  remedj  allowed 639 

Serrlee  ciHnplete  by  Tolnntarj  appearanee 639 

IeSBOULAR,  DmCTIYE  OR  nUUDULBNT  8BBYI0E 640 

What  is  sneli  serrlee 640 

Remedy  of  Injnred  party  In  raeh  ease 641 

Pboop  or  SERTiOB  or  smcMONS 641 

Proof  by  sheriff^  eertlfleate 641 

Effeet  and  eonelasiTeness  of  sheriff  *»  eertlfleate 642 

Proof  of  serrlee  by  affldaTit 643 

THiat  affidavit  must  show 643 

Proof  of  serrlee  by  publleatloit 646 

Who  may  make  affidavit 646 

THiat  affidavit  must  show 646 

Proof  of  personal  service  oat  of  State,  how  made 646 

Proof  of  service  in  actions  for  money 646 

Proof  of  serrlee  by  written  admission 647 

Admission  useless  unless  order  of  publication 647 

General  requisites  and  formsof  proof  of  service 647 

Gontroverting  servlee 648 

Whsn  jurisdiotiok  is  oomflitb 649 

When  servlee  has  been  made  aeeording  to  law 649 

Laches  no  substitute  for  service 649 

When  service  is  complete 649 

Retubb  or  PB00BS8 660 

Mode  of  return 660 

Duty  of  sheriff  to  make  proper  return 660 

Betnm  may  be  compelled 660 

Filing  papers  by  sheriff  or  attorney 660 

PlAINTIPP's  PBOOBBinVGS  APTEB  SBBVICB  AND  BEPOBB  FLBADINO 661 

See  that  summons  Is  served  on  all  proper  parties 661 

See  that  provisional  remedies  have  been  exeeuted 661 

Procure  papers  for  fk'aming  complaint 662 

Bxamlnatlon  of  parties 663 

Servlceof  the  complaint 663 

File  all  papers 663 

Compel  return  and  filing  of  papers  by  sheriff 666 

SUNDAY : 

Courts  cannot  transact  business  on 228 

Verdict  may  be  received,  but  no  judgment  on 228 

Summons  cannot  be  served  on 609 

No  arrest  on 656 

Sunday,  non-judicial  day ^ 228 

SUPERIOR  COURT  OP  BUPFALO : 

Oboanization  or  oodbt 349 

Establishment  of 849 

Present  organisation 349 

Election  and  term  of  office 349 
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Compensation 349 

Certificate  of  term^  Tacancies 349 

Judges  not  to  pra^jtioe 350 

Seal  of  court 360 

Chief  Judge 350 

Original  jurisdiotion 350 

Subject  of  action  situated  in  city 350 

-  Jurisdiction  in  general 351 

In  special  proceedings 351 

Flea  of  title  in  justice's  court 352 

Custody  of  lunatics,  etc 352 

Custody  of  idiots 3S2 

Service  of  summons 352 

Jurisdiction  presumed , 352 

Appellate  Jurisdiction 352 

From  justice*s  courts 352 

From  special  term 352 

Powers 352 

Of  court 352 

Of  judges 353 

Ofhcers  of  the  court 353 

Clerk^  crier^  attorney^  sheriff 353 

Terms  and  judgments 353 

Terms ^ 353 

General  term 353 

Trial  term 353 

Special  term - 354 

Chamber  business 354 

Petit  jurors '. .  • 354 

Rooms,  etc 354 

Judgments 354 

Removal  of>  causes 354 

Bemoral  of  causes  to  supreme  court 354 

When  actions  will  be  removed <  354 

How  removed 355 

Proceeding  after  removal 355 

Bemovai  of  causes  from  supreme  court 355 

Removal  of  causes  into,  from  supreme  court 355 

Actions,  how  removed 355 

Proceedings  after  removal 355 

Rules 356 

Supreme  court  rules 356 

Other  rules 356 

Appeals 356 

Appeal  from 356 

From  general  term 356 

From  special  term 356 

Appeal  to 356 
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8FPBRI0R  COURT  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY:  pao». 

Organization  of  court 323 

Historical  sketeh 323 

PrISINT  OROANIZAnON 324 

Number  of  Judges 324 

Chief  Jndge  . . ; 824 

Term  of  ol&ee 324 

CompeiiMtion 325 

Certifteate  of  age 325 

Yacaneyy  how  Ulled 325 

BemoTals 325 

JuRiSDionoN  or  thb  ooubt 325 

Its  original  jurisdiction   325 

Cause  of  action  arising  in  city 325 

Subject  of  action  sitnated  in  the  city 326 

Defendants  residing  in  the  city 326 

Actions  against  corporations 326 

Jnrisdiction  under  the  constitutioB 327 

Transfer  of  causes  327 

Non-residents 327 

Concurrent  jurisdiction 328 

SpeciHc  performance 328 

Diroroe 328 

Whin  it  has  no  JtTRiSDionoN 328 

In  actions  against  a  major^  etc 328 

Lands  out  of  city 328 

Certain  suits  against  corporations  .  -. 329 

Commissions  of  lunacy 329 

Commissions  to  take  testimony 329 

Has  only  statutory  jurisdiction 329 

Proceedings  against  ressels 329 

Attachments  against  non-residenti 329 

POWKRS  or  TBI  OOURT .'.... 330 

Under  the  constftution 330 

Orer  process  in  other  counties 330 

Unwilling  witness 330 

BiscoTcry  of  papers^  etc 330 

Appointment  of  terms 330 

Appointment  of  officers 330 

POWTO  OF  THE  JUDOES 330 

Chamber  business 330 

As  supreme  court  commissioners 331 

Dilferent  judges^  continued  proceedings  before 331 

Holding  terms  of  supreme  court 331 

Judgments,  how  rendered 331 

Judgments  upon  appeal *. 331 

Other  judgments 332 

OmoERS  or  court 332 

Clerky  crier  and  attorneys 332 

Trrks 332 
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Oeneral  l«nii,  how  held 333 

Special  Urm,  how  held 333 

Trial  term,  how  held 333 

Reuoviho  causes  FROki  una  ihto  bui>bbmb  oomtT 333 

BemoTal  of  eanses  lato  soperior  eoort 334 

rctles  of  the  court 334 

Appeals ". 335 

Appeals  from,  to  eoort  of  appeals 335 

Appealii  to  superior  eoort 335 

Proceedlni:8  rerlewed  Id  snpreme  eoort 335 

SUPPLEMENTARY  PROCEEDZNGS: 

Death  of  judgment  debtor  in 154 

Jurisdiction  of  New  York  common  pleas 342 

Powers  of  county  judge  over 395 

Not  a  part  of  the  old  p'ractioe 430 

SUPREME  COURT: 

Organizatioh 291 

Of  the  earlr  eoort  in  this  State 291 

Court  before  1848 293 

Under Constltntioo  of  ISM.... 293 

Present  orgaolzatloo 293 

JDRISDIOTIDN   of    TBS   OOITItT 295 

Jorlsdlctioo  of  earl^  conrt  In  this  Stat« 295 

Of  conrt  l»efore  184« 296 

Under  Constttntlon  of  1846 296 

(See  JuTwUdion.) 
Present  Jorlsdlction 296-^ 

POWKHS   OF    COURT 304 

Of  the  earl;  court 304 

Before  the  Constitntlon  of  184S 304 

Under  Constitution  of  1846 305 

Present  powers ^ 305 

Powers  of  court 306 

Judges  in  court 305 

Adjournment 306 

Whatmaj  be  done  at  chambers 306 

What  cannot  be  done  at  chambers 307 

What  officers  may  perform  chamber  duties 30S 

JmOHEHTS   OF   T&E   ODITKT 309 

How  f  iien  by  the  early  eoort 300 

Before  1846 310 

Under  Constitntlon  of  1846 310 

Present  practice 310 

Opfioers  or  theooubt v 311 

Of  the  early  conrt 311 

Before  1846 311 

Under  Constitotlon  of  1846 311 

Present  olBcers 313 
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Terms  of  the  court 314 

Earlj  eonrts 314 

Before  1846 314 

Under  Constltntion  of  1846 315 

Present  terms 316 

Designation  of  justices 316 

Justices  not  present  at  term 316 

General  terms. 316 

Powers  and  jurisdiction  of  justices 1 316 

Entitling  causes .- 316 

Judgments,  how  pronounced 316 

Judge,  when  disqualified 317 

Original  jurisdiction 317 

Extraordinary  terms 317 

Place  of  holding. 317 

Adjournment 317 

Appeals,  where  heard 317 

Attendants '. 317 

Special  terms 318 

Number  of  special  terms 318 

Designation  of  justices 318 

Extraordinary  terms 318 

Adjournment 318 

Inability  of  judge 318 

Jurisdiction  and  power  of  special  term 318 

CirenitB 319 

Chambers 320 

RULBS  AND  CALENDARS 320 

Early  courts 320 

Early  practice 320 

Appeals 321 

Eariy  coorts 321 

Before  1846 321 

Under  Ck>n8titntion  of  1846 321 

Present  practice 322 

SUPREME  COURT  OP  UNITED  STATES : 

Organization  or 267 

Judges 267 

Officers  of 267 

Time  and  place  of  sitting 268 

Its  onriL  jurisdiotion 268 

Original  jurisdiction 268 

Appellate  jurisdiction 268 

In  prohibition  and  mandamus  cases 269 

CoNCURBSNT  JtTRISDIOTION 269 

In  what  cases 269 

SURETY: 

Who  may  be,  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest , « 646 

106 
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Exception  to  defen  dan ta'  Burettes  in  replarin 732 

Atborneys  not  allowed  u  auch 2M 

(See  Ba3  and  VndTtaJemg.) 

(See  Juilijkaiioti.) 

suRTivraaoF  right  of  action: 

When  majr  survive,  and  when  not 140-160 

SURRENDERS: 

Snrrender  ot  defendant  hj  bis  ball 670,  680 

FrooeediD^  neoessBi7 670 

Arresting  defendant  for  surrender 671 

Notice  of  surrender 672 

BxoneratioD  of  bail  by  judge  on  surrender G73 

EsoneratlDn  bf  death 674 

ExonerBtinn,  at  nbat  time 676 

Extension  of  time  for  surrenders 677 

SUReOOATB : 

OrgiiniKBtJon,  jurisdJclJon,  etc.,  of  court 404^-410 

SURROGATE'S  BONDS: 

Leave  to  sue 196 

Dutj  of  surrogate  to  file  bond 404 

SURROGATE'S  COURT: 

Okganization 404 

Office  of  BDTTO^Bt« 404 

Tacaneiea,  etc 404 

Term  of  oIKce 404 

Compensation   404 

Oath  and  bonds 404 

Surrogate  a  witness  of  wills 404 

finrro§;at«  Interested  in  estat« 405 

Officer  acting  as  Harrogate 405 

Are  conrts  of  record 406 

Surrogate  not  to  act  as  attornej 405 

Power  of  conrts  of  record  as  snrrogates 405 

JtmiSDlOTlOH  OF 405 

Original  Jnrlsdlotlon 4(B 

Certain  snrrogates  hare  excInslTe  JnrlsdietloD 406 

Powers  of  the  surrogate 406 

In  generaL 406 

To  issue  subpcenu 407 

AtUchment  against  witnesses 407 

Citations 407 

Enforcing  orders, 407 

Exemplificiitions  of  records 4G7 

To  punish  contempts 407 

To  revoke  probates 407 

May  require  an  accounting 407 

May  refuse  letters  to  lie  ignorant 407 
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SUBBOaATE'S  GOIJBT— Cbn^miMdL  paqs. 

May  commit  for  perjury 407 

To  dispose  of  surplus  moneys 407 

OmoEBB 408 

Appoint  elerk 408 

Appoint  stenographer 408 

Pay  and  duties  of  stenographer 408 

Terms  or  ooubt 409 

Court  always  open 409 

Booms^  etc 409 

RncovAL  OP  OAUsn 409 

In  what  eases 409 

Bulks  wmoH  oovxbh 410 

Appbals  to  supBxia  ooubt 410 

TAX: 

Property  taken  for,  cannot  be  replevied 710 

Bepleyin  will  not  lie  for  goods  taken  for  tax 723 

Action  for  illegally  asseissing,  when  broaght 67 

When  town  cannot  recover  money  collected  under  illegal  tax 99 

Action  by  individual  to  prevent  collection,  or  correct 118 

TAXING  COSTS: 

Duties  of  clerks  as  to 252 

Taxing  costs  by  supreme  court  judge 307,  308 

TENANTS  IN  COMMON: 

When  to  join  as  plaintifis  in  actions  for  torts 114 

When  joined  as  defendants 134 

When  to  join  as  plainti£b  in  actions  for  rent 114 

TKNDEB: 

In  what  oases  proper \ 584 

When  necessary  before  bringing  action J . . . .     38 

Tender,  when  bars  action  of  replevin 722 

TEBMS  AND  VACATIONS  (See  Varitnu  ChwrU) : 

Terms  of  courts  and  vacations 227 

TIME  (See  LimitaHofu) :  ^ 

Time  of  making  arrest 655 

Of  commencing  actions 48 

Proof  of  time  of  delivering  summons 484 

Limiting  time  for  service  of  summons 509 

Time  for  removing  cause  to  United  States  court 566 

Cause  of  action  must  be  perfect  at  time  of  suing 77 

TITLE: 

The  requisites  of,  in  a  summons 468 

Examination  as  to 34 

What  necessary  in  actions  for  real  estate 54 

Of  purchaser  in  good  faith,  when  not  impaired 62 

Sale  procured  by  fraud,  no  titie  passes 710 

Sale  conditional,  how  titie  affected 720 

How  affected  by  willfully  mixing  goods s 721 

Of  goods,  how  affected  by  change  of  form 721 
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TORTS:  YAAB. 

Actions  founded  upon 35 

Negligence «  35 

Joinder  of  defendants  in  action  for 130 

Slander  and  libel ,.  i : 36 

Competition  in  trade • 36 

Contributory  negligence 37 

Arrest  in  actions  for 609 

Action  lies  for  damage  not  appreciable 37 

All  actions  for,  when  brought 58 

TOWNS : 

How  a  town  may  sue ^ 98 

How  towns  must  be  sued 122 

How  named  in  summons 470 

Summons,  how  served  on 514 

May  sue  to  restrain  negotiations  of  bonds 99 

Cannot  set  aside  contracts,  as  to  highways ^ 99 

Nor  for  money  collected  under  illegal  tax 99 

TRANSFER  OF  CAUSES  (See  Removal  of  OausoB) : 

From  State  court  to  United  States  circuit 266 

From  Buffalo  superior  court  to  supreme  court ^ .  303,  354 

From   New   York   common    pleas   and   superior   courts  into   supreme 

court 303,  333,  346 

Removal  of  causes  from  mayor's  court  to  supreme  court  or  county  court. .  369 

From  city  court  of  Brooklyn  to  supreme  court 378 

From  county  court  into  supreme  court 302,  399 

From  surrogate's  court  into  supreme  court 409 

TRANSFER  OF  INTEREST  (See  Change  of  Partiea) : 

Effect  of  transfer  by  sole  plaintiff 158 

By  one  of  several  plaintiffs. 159 

How  effected 161 

TRANSCRIPTS: 

Transcript  of  justice's  judgment^  docketed  with  county  clerk 390 

TRANSITORY  ACTION  (See  AcHoru) : 

Whatissuch , 7,184^  187 

What  are  not  such 181 

TREES : 

When  may  be  cut  down  as  nuisance 76 

TRESPASS: 

Who  defendants  for  joint  trespass 131 

For  injury  to  real  property,  where  tried. . .  182 

Arrest  in  actions  for 608 

Does  not  lie  against  sheriff  for  taking  goods  in  replevin 738 

Upon  real  property,  action  for,  when  to  be  brought 57 

Party  may  defend  against 68^  69 

But  should  not  use  deadly  weapons 70 

When  owner  of  land  not  liable  for  re-entry 75 

TRESPASS  ON  THE  CASE : 

One  of  the  old  forma  of  action ••.«••.••• 421 
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TBIAL:.  ^j^^ 

Early  modes  of  trial 416 

Early  records  of  trial 417 

Of  actions  of  replevin "  724 

TRIAL,  WHERE  TO  BE  HAD : 

In  what  court  or  place  plaintiff  must  sue 181 

'  Actions  for  real  property 181 

Action  to  determine  right  to  real  property 181 

Actions  for  injuries  to  real  property 182 

Actions  for  partition 182 

Actions  for  foreclosure * 182 

Distrained  property 183 

Actions  for  penalty  or  forfeiture .^. . .  183 

Actions  against  public  officers 183 

When  trial  must  be  where  parties  reside 184 

Trial,  where  non-residents 185 

JvTlsdletional  limitations  as  to  eoarts 185 

Jurisdiction  as  to  subject-matter 185 

As  to  iunount 1 186 

What  objection  to  jurisdiction  cannot  be  waived 186 

Statutory  limitations  as  to  place 187 

Plaintiff's  right  to  choice  of  place 187 

Actions  for  penalty  for  offense  committed  on  lake  or  river 187 

Where  parties  reside  in  different  counties 187 

Where  both  parties  are  non-residents  . .  w 188 

When  lands  out  of  State  are  subject  of  action 188 

Considerations  in  determining  choice  of  place 188 

TROVER: 

Who  defendants  in  action  for ^^ 131 

Arrest  in  actions  of 608 

Injuring,  taking,  detaining,  or  converting  personal  property 615 

When  ground  of  arrest 615 

Does  not  lie  against  sheriff,  for  taking  goods  in  replevin 738 

Proof  necessary  to  maintain 28 

Action  for,  when  brought « 57 

TRUST  : 

Actions  relating  to,  when  to  be  brought 66 

TRtrSTEE: 

Trustees  of  express  trust,  actions  by 105 

Who  are  trustees  of  express  trust 105 

Trustee  and  cestui  que  trusty  joinder  as  plaintiff 116 

Trustee  may  defend  without  joining  cestui  que  trust 138 

Action  for  penalty  for  not  filing  report  .   57 

DNDERTAKma: 

On  appeal  leave  to  sue 197 

Action  on  replevin  undertaking 732 

Given  by  defendant  in  replevin 735 

Undertaking  to  discharge  from  arrest 668 


UNI?ORUITT:  rwa. 

Attuned  u  &r  M  pnetioabla 29 

When  not  praotiaftble  or  derirftbla 30 

ITNION  OF  LAW  AND  EQUITY : 

Uode  of  uniting  the  two  Bfatems 26 

How  viewed  in  United  Statea  courts 28 

Joinder  of  actiooH,  legal  or  equitable 29,  30,    31 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT: 

Adopts  State  practice 28 

OrrulutlOB  of 200 

Judges  and  cironita 2€0 

Officers 260 

Tvms  of  court 261 

Jnrisdietion  »f 261 

Original  jurisdictJOQ 261 

Appellate  jurisdiction 262 

Bj  removal  of  oausw 2S2 

By  mandamus 262 

Betnoval  of  causes  from  State  court  into 266 

(See  Removal  of  CImmm) 

UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT: 

Organlution  of 263 

Judges 263 

Officers 263 

JoritdiotioM  of 263 

Originsl  jurisdiction 263 

In  Admirallr 263 

Orer  marine  torta 263 

UarilJQie  contrscla 264 

Concuirent  jurisdiction 264 

Of  scdoDS  by  and  against  consuls 264 

Togrsnt  writ  of  iqjunction 264 

Proceedings  in  banlmiptcj 265 

Habeas  corpus 265 

UNITED  STATES  SUPRSMB  COURT: 

Organisation  of 267 

Its  dvil  jurisdiction 258 

Its  concurrent  jurisdiction 259 

UNKNOWN  PARTIES: 

Unknown  defendants,  how  sued 128 

How  named  in  summons 469 

Service  of  Bununoos  on 535 

Service  bf  publication 517 

How  named  in  affidaxit  fbr  order  of  wrest 640 

How  named  in  order  of  arrest 651 

Csre  in  msldi^  arrest  of, 656 

UNREASONABLE  DEFENSE: 

Lisbilitj  of  defendant  for  inteipgsing 493 
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TJaAGE :  PAov. 

TJeage  aa  part  of  practice * 465 

As  tiie  origin  of  law, 2,  3,      4 

USURPATION  OF  OFFICE : 

When  arrest  allowed  for 631 

USURY : 

Actions  to  recover  money  paid,  when  to  be  brought 63 

Pledge  for  usurious  debt  void 617 

Arrest  for  retaining  pledge  for , 617 

Right  of  action  for,  cannot  be  assigned 95 

VACANCIES  IN  OFFICE: 

In  office  of  judge,  how  filled 231 

In  office  of  judge  of  court  of  appeals 280 

In  office  of  supreme  court  judge 294 

In  sheriff's  office 349 

In  office  of  judge  of  superior  court  New  York  city 325 

In  clerk's  office 252 

In  office  of  judge  of  common  pleas  of  New  York 338 

In  office  of  judge  of  superior  court  of  Buffalo 349 

In  office  of  judge  of  city  court  of  Brooklyn 372 

In  office  of  county  judge 383 

In  office  of  surrogate 408 

VACATING  ORDER  OF  ARREST  OR  REDUCING  BAIL : 

At  what  lime  this  may  be  done 695 

General  practice  on  the  motion 696 

Motion  on  plaintiff's  papers 697 

Affidavits  on  motion 698 

Renewing  motion  to  vacate 699 

Merits  not  tried  on  the  motion 700 

When  the  motion  will  be  granted 700 

When  the  motion  will  be  denied 702 

Conditions  imposed  on  vacating  order 702 

Lunatic  defendant 703 

Reducing  bail 703 

Appeal  from  order 704 

False  imprisonment 705 

Delivery  of  papers  to  plaintiff's  attorney 706 

Filing  papers  witH  clerk « 706 

Order  of  arrest^  to  justify  arrest  on  execution 706 

VARIANCE: 

Between  summons  and  complaint 480 

VENUE  (See  THdl,  where io  hehad): 

VERDICT: 

May  be  received  on  Sunday,  but  no  judgment  on 228 

VOLENTI  NON  FIT  INJURIA: 

When  it  bars  right  to  complaint 33 

VOLUNTARY  PROMISE: 

Is  necessary  to  revive  debt 64 
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VOTERS : 

Not  liable  to  arrest  on  election  days 599 

WAIVER : 

What  waived  by  appearance 560-^562 

When  a  party  may  waive  exemption  from  arrest 604. 

Waiver  of  right  to  arrest^  by  joinder  of  causes  of  action 605 

WAIVINa: 

Statute  of  limitations  by  not  pleading 65 

Of  jurisdiction 45 

Objection  as  to  place  of  trial 187 

Objection  as  to  misnomer 473 

Of  objection  as  to  variance  between  summons  and  complaint 480 

Of  defects  in  affidavits  to  procure  arrest 645 

WAR: 

Its  effect  on  courts  and  remedies 53 

Its  effect  upon  aliens 53 

Aliens  cannot  sue  in  time  of  war 107 

Its  effect  in  closing  courts • 53 

WATER  COURSE: 

Plaintiffs  in  action  for  injury  to Ill 

WITNESSES : 

When  exempt  from  arrest 597-599 

Attendance  of^  how  seenred 86 

Residence  of,  as  to  choice  of  place  of  trial 189 

Duty  of  attorney  in  subpoenaing • 240 

Perpetuating  evidence  of 240 

Changing  place  of  trial  for  convenience  of 584 

When  exempt  from  service  of  sammons 515 

WRIT: 

Not  necessary  at  an  early  day 415 

When  it  became  necessary 415 

Mode  of.  commencing  suit  under  fonner  pndkw 423 

Of  ne  eoceatf  still  in  force 443 

Of  Jiahecu  eorptu  and  eerHofxiri^  still  in  force 297 

Of  mandamus^  stiU  in  force • 297 

Of  prohibition •. 298 

Of  cid  qttod  damnum 299 

Scire  facias  abolished  and  action  substituted 297 

Quo  warranto  abolished  and  action  substituted 297 

Writ  of  replevin  abolished  and  requisition  substituted 711 

Arrest  is  by  order,  and  not  by  writ 649 

WRITTEN  EVIDENCE : 

Definition  of 85 

Division  of  writings 85 

Public  writings 85,    86 

Private  writings 85,    86 

Necessary  to  revive  debt  barred 63 

How  used  in  former  courts  of  equity " 437 

Evidence  of  retainer  of  attorney 239 
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AFFIDAVIT :  page. 

Of  the  death  of  a  plaintiff  and  appointment  of  executors 143 

Of  death  of  plaintiff  and  appointment  of  administrators 144 

Of  death  of  plaintiff  and  succession  of  devisees : 144 

Of  death  of  plaintiff  and  succession  of  heirs ; 144 

Of  succession  to  public  office 146 

Of  death  of  defendant  and  appointment  of  executor 151 

On  application  to  be  made  party  to  action  * 163 

To  obtain  order  of  interpleader 178 

For  a  stay  of  proceedings  in  removal  of  cause  into  United  States  circuit 

court 272 

Of  proposed  guardian  for  infant 488 

Of  filing  notice  of  pendency  of  action 498 

To  obtain  order  for  publication  of  summons  vehere  defendant  is  a  foreign 

corporation 620 

Where  defendant  has  departed  from  the  State  to  deiraud  creditors  of  avoid 

service 621 

Where  defendant  is  a  non-resident « 521 

Where  defendant  is  absent  and  a  proper  party  to  an  action  relating  to 

specific  property 622 

Affidavit  where  the  action  is  for  divorce 522 

Affidavit  in  case  of  unknown  owners  in  action  to  foreclose  mortgage 529 

pf  inability  to  make  personal  service \ 633 

That  the  defendant  is  not  a  soldier 533 

Of  the  nature  of  the  action,  etc.,  where  defendant  is  a  soldier 533 

Of  personal  service  of  symtnons 544 

Of  personal  service  of  summons  in  actions  for  divorce 545 

Of  service  of  summons  on  a  minor  or  lunatic 545 

Of  printer,  of  publication  of  summons 546 

Of  mailing  summons  and  complaint 546 

Of  substituted  service  of  summons 547 

Of  substituted  service  of  summons  where  admittance  was  denied 547 

To  move  for  an  order  to  produce  authority  of  plaintiff's  attorney 565 

Of  authority  of  attorney 565 

Of  defendant^  on  which  to  move  for  an  extension  of  time  to  plead 577 

By  defendant's  attorney 578 

To  obtain  order  for  a  bill  of  particulars 581 

Of  service  of  alternative  order  to  furnish  bill  of  partioakn.... 582 

To  obtain  order  for  a  further  bill  of  particulars.  •  •  •  •  .^  •  ...^ •  ..•••• 582 

Of  ii^ury  to  the  person •^^•^^•.^^^•.•^••••••••••••.  641 
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AFFIDAVIT  —  OontinuecL  tao. 

Of  money  received  in  a  fiduciary  capacity 641 

Of  money  collected  by  agent 642 

Of  injury  to  property 642 

In  an  action  to  recover  possession  of  personal  property 643 

Of  fraud,  in  contracting  a  debt 644 

Of  fraudulent  disposition  of  property 644 

To  move  for  exoneration  of  bail 674 

Of  service  of  notice  of  motion  for  appointment  of  guardian 572 

To  obtain  extension  of  time  to  surrender  principal 677 

To  obtain  further  time  to  justify 685 

To  obtain  delivery  of  property  in  replevin 727 

In  replevin,  of  claim  by  third  person 742 

Of  sufficiency  of  sureties  on  undertaking  in  replevin 736,  744 

AOKNOWLEDaMENT : 

Of  undertaking  by  sureties,  for  removal  of  cause  into  United  States  circuit 

court 274 

Of  undertaking  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest 647 

Of  undertaking  indemnifying  sheriff  in  replevin 744 

ADMISSION: 

Of  service  of  notice 503 

By  defendant,  of  service  of  summons 548 

Proof  of  signature  to  admission 548 

ALLOWANCE : 

Of  baa 688 

ANSWER: 

By  defendant,  to  suggestion  of  death  of  one  of  plaintifb,  after  commence- 
ment of  action 148 

Notice  of  motion  to  enlarge  time  to 577 

Affidavit  by  defendant  to  obtain  extension  of  time  to 577 

Affidavit  by  attorney  to  obtain  extension  of  time  to : . . .  578 

Order  enlarging  time  tb  answer 578 

APPEARANCE : 

General  appearance  and  demand  of  copy  complaint 559 

Limited  appearance  for  special  purpose « 569 

APPROVAL: 

Of  bond  of  guardian,  ad  Uiem 489 

ARREST  AND  BAIL: 

Affidavit  of  injury  to  person 641 

Affidavit  of  money  received  in  fiduciary  capacity 641 

Affidavit  of  money  collected  by  agent 642 

Affidavit  of  injury  to  property •  . .' 642 

Affidavit  in  replevin 643 

Sheriff's  return  of  removal,  disposal,  or  conceahnent  of  property 643 

Affidavit  of  firaud  in  contracting  debt 644 

Affidavit  of  firaudulent  disposition  of  property 644 

Undertaking  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest 647 

Acknowledgment 647 

Justification 647,  648 
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ABREST  AND  BAIL—  C<mtinwd.  pagb. 

Indorsement  of  judge's  approval 648 

Order  of  arrest  in  all  cases  except  in  replevin 651 

Order  of  arrest  in  replevin 652 

Certificate  of  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail 667 

Undertaking  to  discharge  from  arrest  not  in  replevin 669 

Undertaking  of  bail  in  replevin 670 

Authoritj  of  bail  to  arrest  principal 672 

Certificate  of  surrender 673,  690 

Notice  of  motion  to  exonerate  bail 67^ 

Affidavit  to  move  for  exoneration  of  bail 674 

Order  exonerating  bail 674 

Notice  of  motion  to  extend  time  to  surrender 677 

Affidavit  to  extend  time  to  surrender '. 677 

Assignment  of  bail  bond 680 

Betum  of  arrest. 681 

Return  where  no  bail  given 682 

Return  of  not  found 682 

Return  of  arrest  and  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail 682 

Notice  of  exception  to  bail 683 

Notice  of  justification  of  bail  on 683 

Affidavit  for  further  time  to  justify 685 

Order  extending  time  to  justify 686 

Examination  of  bail 686 

Notice  of  justification  of  other  baQ 686 

Allowance  of  bail 688 

Bond  for  jail  liberties. 690 

Requirement  of  bail  to  jail  keeper 690 

Certificate  of  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail 691 

Certificate  by  clerk 691 

Notice  of  motion  to  vacate  order  of  arrest 698 

Order  vacating  arrest. 701 

Order  on  condition 703 

Notice  of  motion  to  reduce  bail 704 

Order  reducing  bail 704 

ASSIGNMENT : 

Of  bail  bond T 680 

ATTORNEYS: 

Antbority  of^  to  bring  action 565 

Affidavit  to  obtain  order  to  produce  authority 565 

Order  to  produce  authority 565 

Attorney's  affidavit  of  authority 565 

Notice  of  attorney's  authority 566 

BILL  OF  PARTICULARS: 

Affidavit  to  obtain  order  for 581 

Alternative  order  to  furnish.  • 581 

Proof  of  service  of  above  order  and  default 582 

Peremptory  order  to  serve  biU  of  particulani 582 
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BILL  OF  PARTICULARS  —  CorUinued.  n 

Affidavit  to  obtain  order  for  a  fiirther  bill  of • 582 

Order  for  a  further  bill  of ^ «  583 

4 

BOin): 

Of  guardian,  ad  litem^  for  in&nt  plaintiff  in  partition 489 

For  jaU  liberties 890 

CERTIFICATE : 

Of  counsel  as  to  examination  of  claim  in  action  by  poor  person 209 

Of  sheriff,  as  to  personal  service  of  summons  on  defendant 543 

Of  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail,  in  arrest  and  bail 667 

Of  surrender  of  principal  on  undertaking  in  arrest  and  bail 673 

Of  surrender  of  principal  by  bail 690 

Of  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail,  by  sheriff 691 

Of  payment  of  deposit  into  court  by  sheriff  in  arrest  and  bail 691 

CHANGE  OF  PARTIES: 

Affidavit  of  death  of  plaintiff  and  appointment  of  executors 143 

Affidavit  of  death  of  plaintiff  and  appointment  of  administrators 144 

Affidavit  of  death  of  plaintiff  and  succession  of  devisee 144 

Affidavit  of  death  of  plaintiff  and  succession  of  heirs 144 

Notice  of  motion  for  leave  to  continue  action 144 

Order  continuing  action 145 

Affidavit  of  succession  to  public  office 146 

Notice  of  motion  for  substitution  of  successor  in  office 146 

Order  for  substitution 147 

Suggestion  of  death  of  plaintiff  . : 148 

Answer  to  suggestion  of  death 148 

Petition  by  defendant  to  revive  action  after  decease  of  plaintiff 149 

Order  to  show  cause  why  action  should  not  be  revived 160 

Order  reviving  action 150 

Affidavit  of  death  of  defendant,  and  appointment  of  executor 151 

Notice  of  motion  to  continue  action  against  executor 151 

Order  to  continue  action  against  executor 152 

Petition  by  assignee  to  be  substituted  in  place  of  assignor 159 

Petition  by  receiver  to  be  substituted  in  place  of  judgment  debtor 160 

Notice  of  motion  to  obtain  order  of  substitution 160 

Order  for  substitution 161 

Affidavit  of  stranger  to  be  made  party  defendant 163 

Notice  of  motion  by  stranger  to  be  made  defendant 164 

Order  bringing  in  new  defendant  on  motion 164 

Order  bringing  in  new  defendant  without  motion 165 

CONSENT : 

Of  proposed  guardian  to  serve 488 

COSTS: 

Bond  of  security  for,  in  behalf  of  foreign  corporation 100 

DEPOSIT  IN  LIEU  OF  BAIL: 

Certificate  of 667,  691 

Return  of  arrest  on^. 682 

Order  refunding ; 688 

Clerk's  certificate  of  the  payment  into  court  of 691 
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EXAMINATION:                                                                                        p^a^ 
Of  baa 686 

GUARDIAN  AD  LITEM: 

Petition  for  appointment  by  infknt  plaintiff 486 

Petition  for  appointment  by  general  guardian 487 

Petition  for  appointment  by  relative  or  Mend 487 

Consent  of  proposed  guardian 488 

Affidavit  of  proposed  guardian , .  488 

Notice  of  application,  by  a  Mend,  to  the  general  guardian , «  488 

Order  appointing  guardian  for  infant  plaintiff. 488 

Bond  0^  for  infant  plaintiff  in  partition. ..,«......  ^ , 489 

Approval  of  bond  by  judge 489 

Petition  for  appointment  of  guardian  for  infant  defendant  (by  infant) 571 

Petition  for  appointment  of  guardian  for  infant  defendant  (by  Mend  of 

infant) ' , . ,  671 

Order  appointing  guardian .,..,• 572 

Notice  to  defendant  or  guardian  of  an  application  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 

appointment  of  guardian  for  an  infant  defendant .^ 572 

Affidavit  of  service  of  notice  of  motion  on  defendant  or  guardian 572 

Order  of  appointment  on  defendant's  failure  to  apply 573 

Petition  by  plaintiff  for  appointment  of  guardian  for  infant  defendant ....  573 

Notice  of  motion  on  foregoing  petition 574 

Order  appointing  guardian 574 

Conditional  order 574 

Order  absolute 575 

Petition  for  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  for  a  non-resident  infant  defendant 

in  partition 575 

Order  on  foregoing  petition 576 

INDORSEMENT : 

On  summons  in  an  action  for  a  penalty 482 

Of  judge's  approval  of  imdertaking  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest 648 

INTERPLEADER: 

Notice  of  motion  for  order  of 177 

Affidavit  to  obtain  order  of 178 

Order  of  interpleader „ 179 

JUDGMENT : 

Upon  case  submitted  without  action , 220 

JUSTIFICATION: 

Of  sureties  in  bond  for  removal  of  cause  into  United  States  circuit  court,  274 
Of  sureties  in  undertaking  on  obtaining  order  of  arrest 647,  648 

LEAVE  TO  SUE: 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue  sheriff's  bond 196 

Petition  of  receiver  for  leave  to  sue 198 

Order  granting  receiver  leave  to  sue 199 

Petition  for  leave  to  sue  receiver 201 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue  receiver 201 

Petition  for  leave  to  sue  committee  of  lunatic 202 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue 203 

Petition  by  infknt  and  guardian  for  leave  to  bring  action  in  partition 206 
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LEAVE  TO  SUE  —  OonUnwd, 

Order  grantiDg  leave  to  bring  action  for  partition  on  part  of  in^t 206 

Petition  for  leave  to  sue  in  forma  pauperis 208,  210 

Order  granting  leave  to  sue  m  forma  pauperis 209,  210 

Notice  of  motion  for  leave  to  sue  in  forma  pauperis 210 

LIS  PENDENS: 

Notice  of. 4d6 

In  partition 496 

Affidavit  of  filing  notice  of 498 

NOTICE : 

Of  offer  of  undertaking  by  defendant  for  removal  of  cause  into  United 

States  circuit  court 275 

To  general  guardian 488 

Of  no  personal  claim 493 

Of  pendency  of  action 496 

Of  pendency  of  action  in  partition 496 

Of  retainer 503 

Of  filing  summons; 525 

To  absent  defendant  under  act  of  1842 536 

Of  attorney's  authority 566 

Of  exception  to  bail 683 

'     Of  bail's  justifying 683 

Of  justification  of  other  bail 686 

By  defendant  to  sheriff  to  return  property  in  replevin 735 

Of  justification  of  defendant's  sureties  in  replevin 737 

To  sheriff  of  claim  by  third  person,  in  replevin 742 

By  sheriff  of  claim  by  third  person 743 

NOTICE  OF  MOTION: 

For  leave  to  continue  action 144 

To  substitute  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  action 146,  160 

To  continue  action  against  executor  of  deceased  defendant 151 

For  an  order  bringing  in  new  defendant 164 

For  an  order  of  interpleader ; . .  177 

For  order  granting  leave  to  prosecute  m  forma  pavperia 210 

For  removal  of  cause  into  United  States  circuit  court 275 

To  set  aside  summons 563 

For  appointment  of  guardian  for  infant  defendant 572,  574 

To  enlarge  time  to  plead 577 

To  exonerate  bail 673 

To  extend  time  to  surrender  principal 677 

To  vacate  order  of  arrest 698 

To  reduce  bail .* ; 704 

To  set  aside  plaintiff's  proceedings  in  replevin 734 

ORDER: 

Continuing  action  in  name  of  representatives  of'  deceased  plaintiff 145 

Same  order  when  motion  is  unopposed 145 

For  substitution  of  defendant  in  action 147 

To  show  cause  why  action  should  not  stand  revived 150 

Granting  prayer  of  petition  to  revive  action  after  decease  of  a  plaintiff. . . .  149 
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ORDER  —  OonHnuecL  pagi. 

To  continne  action  against  executor  of  deceased  defendant 152 

Substitaldng  assignee  of  plaintiff's  title  to  continue  action  in  his  own  name,  161 
Substituting  receiver  in  supplementary  proceedings  as  plaintiff  in  action 

commenced  by  judgment-debtor 161 

Bringing  in  new  defendant 164 

Bringing  in  new  parties  to  action  without  motion 165 

Of  interpleader 179 

Granting  leave  to  prosecute  sheriff's  bond 196 

Granting  receiver  leave  to  sue 199 

Granting  leave  to  sue  receiver 201 

Granting  leave  to  sue  the  committee  of  a  lunatic,  eta 203 

Granting  leave  to  institute  an  action  of  partition  on  the  part  of  an  infant,  206 

Permitting  a  person  to  sue  ia  forma  pauperis  (action  not  commenced) ....  209 

Granting  leave  to  continue  an  action  in  forma  pauperis 210 

To  show  cause  why  action  should  not  be  removed  into  United  States 

circuit  court 276 

Removing  cause  to  United  States  circuit  court 277 

Appointing  guardian  for  infant  plaintiff 488 

For  publication  of  summons  where  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation  ....  524 

Where  defendant  has  departed  or  conceals  himself 524 

Where  the  action  is  for  divorce 525 

In  case  of  unknovm  ovmers  in  action  to  foreclose  mortgage 530 

For  substituted  service  of  summons 534 

To  produce  authority  of  plaintiff's  attorney 565 

Appointing  a  guardian 572,  574,  575 

Of  appointment  on  defendant's  failure  to  apply  for  appointment  of  guardiam 

ad  litem 573 

For  appointment  of  guardian  for  non-resident  in&nt  defendant  in  partition,  575 

Enlarging  time  to  answer 578 

Alternative  order  to  furnish  a  bill  of  particulars 581 

Order  for  a  further  bill  of  particulars 583 

Order  of  arrest^  in  other  cases  than  replevin 651 

Of  arrest  in  replevin 652 

Exonerating  bail 674 

Extending  time  to  justify 686 

Vacating  arrest 701 

Vacating  arrest  on  condition 703 

Reducing  bail 704 

PETITION: 

By  defendant  to  revive  an  action  after  decease  of  a  plaintiff 14 

Of  assignee  of  plaintiff's  title  to  continue  action  in  his  own  name 159 

By  receiver  in  supplementary  proceedings,  to  be  substituted  as  plaintiff  in 

action  commenced  by  judgment  debtor ..,, 160 

Of  receiver  for  leave  to  commence  an  action,. 198 

For  leave  to  sue  a  receiver 201 

For  leave  to  sue  the  committee  of  a  lunatic,  etc 202 

By  an  infant  and  guardian  for  leave  to  commence  an  action  for  partition. .  205 

For  leave  to  prosecute  in  forma  pauperis  (action  not  commenced) 208 

For  leave  to  prosecute  in  forma  pauperis  (action  commenced) 210 
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PETITION"—  Confinvtd. 

Yov  romoval  of  c»iiae  into  United  States  oircuit  court 271,  27! 

Where  defendant  is  an  »lien 2T 

Wtere  parties  are  dtiietis  of  different  SUtes 27 

Where  pltdntiffs  are  a  corporation 271 

Where  action  is  by  an  assig^nee. . .'. 

By  infant  plaintiff  for  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  Uttm 481 

By  general  guardian  for  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem, 48! 

By  relative  or  friend  for  appointment  of  guardian 48' 

For  the  Appointment  of  a  guardian  for  an  infant  defendant  by  infant 571 

By  friend  of  infant  defendant 571 

By  plaintiff  ta  procure  appointment  ol  guardian  for  infant  defendant 671 

For  appointment  of  guardian  for  oon-resident  infant  defendant  in  partition 

REMOVAL  OF  CAUSES  INTO  U.  B.  CIECUTT  COURT : 

Petition  for  removal  (defendant  an  alien)- 27i 

Petition  for  removal,  where  partiea  are  citieens  of  different  Statea,' 273 

Petition  for,  where  plaintiffs  are  a  corporation 27! 

Petition  for,  where  action  is  by  an  assignee 

Affidavit  to  ohtain  stay  of  proceedings 271 

Bond  to  obtain  removal 274 

Notice  of  offer,  to  be  indorsed  on  bond 271 

Notice  of  motion  for  removal 

Order  to  show  cause  why  action  should  not  be  removed 271 

Order  absolute,  removing  cause. 27* 

REPLEVIN : 

AfGdavit  and  notice  in 

Requisition  to  take  property 

Plainljff '3  undertaking  in  replevin 73 

Notice  of  motion  to  set  aside  plaintiff's  proceedings 73 

Notice  by  defendant  to  sheriff  to  return  property 

Undertalting  by  defendant  in  replevin 

Sheriff's  approval  of  sureties 73! 

Notice  of  justification  of  sureties 73| 

Affidavit  of  claim  by  third  person 74 

Notice  to  sheriff  of  claim  by  third  person 

Notice  by  sheriff  of  claim  by  third  person 74J 

Plaintiff's  undertaking  to  indemnify  sheriff. Hi 

Affidavit  of  sufficiency  of  surety 744 

Acknowledgment 74l 

REQUISITION: 

To  sheriff,  to  take  property  in  replevin. 

RETAINER: 

Notice  of 60; 

Admission  of  service  of 

For  special  purpose 

RETURN: 

Of  arrest  

Where  do  bail  is  given 


>••••  t. 


11..  .. 


INDEX.  857 

J,*  EETXJRN'— Cbn<<nt<«i.  p^o^ 

P  Of  not  found 682 

Of  arrest  and  deposit  in  lieu  of  bail 682 

BEVIYOR  (See  Change  of  ParUea) : 

...:  SECURITY: 

..  .:■  Form  0^  to  be  given  by  defendant  for  appearance  in  U.  S.  circuit  court . . .  274 

•"^;  STATEMENT: 

"  'i  Of  case  agreed  upon  in  a  controyersy  submitted  without  action 219 

'i  SUBMISSION  OP  CONTROVERSY  WITHOUT  ACTION: 

' '  <  Statement  of  case 219 

Judgment '. 220 

SUBSTITUTION  OF  PARTIES  (See  Ghcmge  of  Partim): 

SUGGESTION  OF  DEATH: 
■■-  Suggestion  to  court  of  death  of  plaintiff  after  commencement  of  the  action,  148 

:  SUMMONS: 

'I  Form  o^  for  money,  com|4aint  served 483 

^  Form  of,  for  money,  complaint  not  served 483 

Form  of,  for  relief  complaint  served 483 

Form  o^  for  relief,  complaint  not  served 484 

Form  of  indorsement  on  a  summons  in  an  action  for  a  penalty 482 

Affidavit  to  obtain  order  for  publication  of 520 

;  Where  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation 520 

Where  defendant  has  departed  firom  State  to  avoid  service 521 

Where  defendant  is  a  non-resident 521 

T  Where  defendant  is  absent,  in  action  relating  to  specific  property 522 

j  Where  action  is  for  divorce 522 

!  In  case  of  unknown  owners 529 

Order  for  pablication  of  gmnmong 524 

Where  defendant  is  a  foreign  corporation 524 

Where  defendant  has  departed  or  conceals  himself. 524 

Where  action  is  for  divorce 525 

Notice  9f  time  and  place  of  filing  summons 525 

.  In  case  of  unknown  owners 530 

Affidiynt  of  inability  to  make  personal  service 533 

Affidavit  that  the  defendant  is  not  a  soldier 533 

Affidavit  of  the  nature  of  the  action,  or  of  no  personal  claim,  when 

defendant  is  a  soldier. 533 

Order  for  substituted  service 534 

Notice  to  absent  defendant  under  act  of  1842 536 

Sheriff's  certificate  of  personal  service 543 

Affidavit  of  personal  service 544 

In  actions  for  divorce . . : 545 

Affidavit  of  service  on  a  minor  or  lunatic 545 

Printer's  affidavit  of  publication  of  sunmions 546 

Affidavit  of  mailing  summons  and  complaint 546 

Affidavit  of  substituted  service 547 

Where  admittance  was  denied 547 

ion  of  service 548 
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SUMMONS  —  OonHnued.  pxm. 

Proof  of  signature 54S 

Notice  of  motion  to  Bet  aside  summoDB 663 

trNDERTAKINa: 

By  foreign  corporation  on  aecurit;  for  ooats 100 

On  obtaining  order  of  arrest 647 

To  obtaic  discbarge  from  arrest 669 

Of  bail  in  replevin 670 

By  plaintiff  in  replevin 730 

By  defendant  in  replevin 736 

Bj  plaintiff  in  replevin  to  inderoniiy  sheriff 7M 

VERIFICATION:       " 

Of  case  submitted  without  action , . .  219 

Of  petition  to  remove  cause  into  United  States  urouit  court 271 

or  petition  by  infant  plaintiff  for  ^)poinlment  of  a  gnaidiaa  ad  Utent 486 
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